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IMPERFORATE  HYMEN. 


By  C.  O.  We  Her,  M.  D.  Avstin,  Texas. 

For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal . 

In  the  night  of  March  16,  1887,  I  was  called  to  see  ;  a  girl 

thirteen  years  of  age,  living  five  miles  in  the  country.  I  found  my 
patient  a  stout,  well  developed  and  healthy  looking  girl.  Her  moth- 
er informed  me  that  since  August,  1886,  she  had  had  monthly 
symptoms,asif  the  menstrual  function  were  about  to  be  established, 
yet  there  had  never  been  any  catamenial  flow.  After  that  condi- 
tion of  things  had  existed  for  several  months,  the  periodical  suffer- 
ing had  increased  to  such  a  degree  that  the  family  physician  was 
consulted.  He  prescribed  remedies  designed  for  the  establish- 
ment of  the  menstrual  discharge,  but  without  the  result  desired. 
The  night  that  I  was  called,  the  girl  had  been  in  great  pain,  suffer- 
ing from  frequent  bearing  down  efforts,  and  also  difficult  and  fre- 
quent micturition.  The  pain  and  nervous  disturbance  were  very 
great;  so  much  so,  that  quite  a  severe  convulsion  was  the  result. 
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The  family  physician  was  now  dispatched  for  in  haste,  but  being 
unwell,  he  referred  the  messenger  to  me.  Upon  arrrival  I  found 
the  patient  resting  comparatively  easy  from  the  effect  of  a  dose  of 
morphine,  left  on  a  previous  occasion  by  her  physician,  and  at  this 
time  administered  by  her  mother.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  his 
tory,  I  was  also  informed  that  a  gradual  enlargement  of  the  patients 
abdomen  had  been  noticed  during  the  past  two  or  three  months.  I 
explained  the  necessity  of  a  thorough  examination,  which  was  con- 
sented to.  Upon  palpation  of  the  abdomen,  I  found  a  hard  resist- 
i  g  body,  dull  on  percussion,  extending  from  the  symphysis  pubis 
to  the  umbilicus,  and  much  the  shape  of  a  uterus  occupied  by  a  five 
or  six  months  foetus. 

There  having  been  considerable  difficulty  in  voiding  the  urine, 
I  did  not  know  what  part  a  distended  bladder  might  play  in  this 
condition  of  things.  I  consequently  introduced  a  catheter  as  a 
means  of  diagnosis,  and  drew  off  a  few  ounces  of  urine,  without 
however  any  perceptible  effect  on  the  size  of  the  hypogastrium. 
Passing  my  finger  to  the  ostium  vaginae,  I  found  the  opening  com- 
pletely closed  by  a  dense,  resisting  and  bulging  membrane. 

Taking  the  history  of  the  case  in  connection  with  the  physical 
conditions  present,  my  diagnosis  was  readily  made,  and  communi- 
cated to  the  girls  mother,  namely,  retained  menses  from  an  imper- 
forate hymen.  It  now  being  late,  I  took  my  leave,  after  having 
informed  the  parents,  that  I  would  call  the  next  morning  with  their 
regular  medical  attendant,  and  should  he  agree  with  me  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  case,  we  would  institute  means  for  the  relief  of  their 
daughter. 

The  next  day  Dr.  Graves  and  myself  visited  the  patient  together. 
The  doctor  concurred  with  me  in  my  diagnosis,  and  proposed  a 
mode  of  relief.  The  uterus  having  attained  its  present  state  by  a 
gradual  filling  and  distention,  during  the  past  eight  months,  it  was 
thought  best  not  to  evacuate  its  contents  too  rapidly,  but  make  a 
small  puncture  and  withdraw  the  fluid  slowly,  giving  it  time  to  con- 
tract and  adapt  itself  to  its  changed  condition.  This  was  accord- 
ingly done,  and  after  about  one  quart  of  black,  bloody  fluid  passed, 
the  opening  was  closed  by  the  introduction  of  a  small  carbolized 
tent.  Returning  the  next  day  the  mother  informed  us,  the  tent 
came  away  during  the  night,  when  the  girl  was  evacuating  her 
bladder,  and  that  a  large  quantity,  (two  chambers  full,  she  said)  of 
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the  bloody  fluid  passed  from  her.  The  first  opening  was  now  en- 
larged, and  the  hymen  incised  through  its  whole  extent,  and  the 
vagina  and  womb  thoroughly  washed  out  with  a  solution  of  carbolic 
acid  in  warm  water.  There  was  no  offensive  odor  about  the  dis- 
charge. A  piece  of  absorbent  cotton  well  rolled  in  iodoform  was 
placed  between  the  edges  of  the  incision.  At  our  visit  the  next 
day  we  found  some  fetor  connected  with  the  vaginal  flow,  which 
still  continued  black.  The  parts  were  now  well  irrigated  with 
warm  carbolized  water,  and  the  washing  continued  until  all  offen- 
sive smell  had  ceased,  and  the  water  returned  clear.  Her  mother 
was  now  instructed  in  the  use  of  the  syringe,  and  directed  to  use 
warm  carbolized  water,  freely,  three  time  in  the  twenty  four  hours. 
This  she  did,  and  the  girl  has  made  a  good  recovery,  with  only 
slight  fever  during  two  days  following  the  evacuation  of  the  re- 
tained menses.  Three  months  now  have  elapsed;  she  is  well,  and 
her  menstrual  function  is  being  performed  normally. 


>OTES  FROM  OBSTETRIC  PRACTICE. 


By  Dr.  Odo  Betz,  Heilbronn,  Germany. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  February,  of  the  present  year,  I 
was  called  by  a  midwife  to  attend  Mrs.  B.  I  found  her  to  be  a 
small  woman,  of  slender  physique,  thirty-six  years  old,  and  in  labor 
with  her  third  child.  Her  face  was  cyanotic  and  erythematous,  her 
breathing  labored  and  difficult.  The  midwife  informed  me  that  I 
had  been  summoned  on  account  of  prolapsus  of  the  cord.  Exam- 
ining her,  I  found  the  cord  prolapsed,  but  pulsating,  the  cervix  re- 
laxed, the  os  the  size  of  a  fifty  cent  piece,  the  right  hand  and 
shoulder  presenting.  Palpation  showed  the  head  to  be  on  the  left, 
and  the  breech  on  the  right  side.  The  foetal  pulsations  150  per 
minute.  The  history  of  the  patient  is  as  follows:  She  has  never 
had  any  serious  illness.  Eight  years  ago  she  was  delivered  of  her 
first  child  without  assistance.  It  was  a  head  presentation,  but  the 
child  was  stillborn.  Six  years  ago  the  second  child  was  born. 
This  was  also  a  head  presentation,  the  child  was  born  asphyxiated 
and  could  not  be  revived.    In  both  instances  the  placenta  showed 
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signs  of  disease.  For  some  time  her  legs  have  been  somewhat 
swollen.  I  found  the  urine  free  from  albumen,  temperature  normal, 
pulse  108,  irregular,  considerable  dyspnoea.  An  examination  of 
the  lungs  showed  prolonged  expiratory  sound,  sonorous  and  sib- 
ilant rales.  Heart  normal,  pulsations  weak  and  irregular.  The 
midwife  stated  that  the  evening  before  the  waters  had  broken,  and 
that  the  patient  had  some  pains,  but  none  for  the  past  few  hours. 
I  ordered  an  enema,  and  hot  vaginal  douches  to  stimulate  the  pains. 
After  waiting  a  few  hours  till  the  os  was  well  dilated,  but  the  pains 
few  and  far  between,  and  the  patient  suffering  greatly  from  dysp- 
noea, I  administered  fifteen  grains  of  powdered  ergot,  and  imme- 
diately proceeded  to  turn  the  child  by  bringing  down  one  foot,  with- 
out using  an  anaesthetic,  on  account  of  the  pulmonary  difficulty. 
Ten  minutes  later,  sharp  pains  set  in,  but  simultaneously  cessation 
of  the  fcetal  pulsations,  as  shown  by  continuous  auscultation.  The 
child,  a  well  formed  girl,  was  then  quietly  extracted,  but  in  an  as- 
phyxiated condition,  auscultation  showing  cardiac  pulsation,  slower 
than  normal.  I  employed  Schulze's  method  of  swinging  the  child, 
placed  it  in  a  warm  bath,  and  poured  cold  water  over  it,  etc.,  but 
could  produce  no  effort  at  breathing.  I  then  remembered  that  my 
father,  Dr.  F.  Betz,  had  once  saved  a  case  of  spasm  of  the  glottis 
by  pouring  compound  spirits  of  ether  into  the  nostrils,  and  conclu- 
ded to  try  it  in  this  case.  Accordingly,  a  few  drops  were  instilled 
into  the  infants  nose,  some  applied  externally  to  the  cardiac  re- 
gion, the  swinging  continued,  and  I  was  overjoyed  to  see  it  attest 
an  effort  at  breathing,  which,  after  three-fourths  of  an  hours  work 
became  regular,  accompanied  with  crying. 

In  the  meantime  the  placenta  had  been  expelled  spontaneously, 
an  examination  showing  it  to  be  a  placenta  marginata,  otherwise 
normal.  The  mother  made  a  good  recovery,  the  lung  trouble, 
oedema  of  the  extremities  and  irregular  pulse  disappearing  in 
course  of  a  week.  Antiseptic  douches  was  the  only  treatment  em- 
ployed. 

In  itself  there  is  nothing  special  or  very  unusual  about  this  case, 
but  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  a  few  points.  While  in  attendance 
at  the  obstetric  clinic  in  Tuebingen,  have  frequently  witnessed  with 
good  results,  the  administration  of  ergot  during  labor  to  stimulate 
the  pains.  Prof.  Satinger  denies  the  occurrence  of  tetany  of  the 
uterus  from  ergot,  and  claims  that  he  has  never  seen  any  evil  re- 
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suits  follow  both  as  regards  the  mother  or  child.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  late  Prof.  Schroder,  in  Berlin,  urgently  advised  his 
students  never  to  give  ergot  during  confinement,  except  after  the 
expulsion  of  the  afterbirth,  or  immediately  preceeding  artificial  de- 
livery, claiming  that  ergot  would  produce  dangerous  tetanic  con- 
tractions of  the  uterus.  In  my  case  I  administered  the  ergot  with 
a  view  to  avoid  dangerous  hemorrhage  from  atony  of  the  uterus 
following  the  delivery,  the  os  being,  however,  widely  dilated,  and 
all  the  soft  parts  in  a  condition  favoring  immediate  delivery.  But 
I  was  soon  convinced  of  the  danger  of  ergot  administered  before 
delivery,  when  I  found  that  the  first  few  pains  produced  by  ergot 
caused  almost  immediate  stoppage  of  the  foetal  pulsation.  Re- 
cently there  has  been  considerable  discussion  regarding  the  man- 
agement of  transverse  presentations.  In  a  debate  on  this  subject, 
in  the  Berlin  Gynaecological  Society,  Dr.  Winters  recommended 
immediate  extraction  after  version,  relating  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  cases,  and  only  two  per  cent,  of  still  born  children,  whereas, 
in  eighteen  cases  where  extraction  was  performed  some  time  later 
after  version,  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  children  were  dead.  It  should 
be  remembered,  however,  that  usually,  when  version  is  performed 
early,  and  extraction  later,  as  in  placenta  praevia,  etc.,  the  life  of 
the  child  is  already  greatly  endangered. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  in  my  case  it  would  have  been  better  to 
have  extracted  the  child  immediately  after  performing  version,  but 
I  was  deterred  from  doing  so  on  account  of  the  great  danger  of 
post  partem  hemorrhage  in  the  absence  of  all  uterine  pains. 

Finally,  I  want  to  direct  attention  to  the  use  of  the  compound 
spirits  of  ether  applied  to  the  nasal  mucous  membranes.  It  is  cer- 
tainly an  excellent  and  popular  cardiac  stimulant,  whether  applied 
externally  to  the  cardiac  region,  whether  inhaled,  or  taken  inter- 
nally. It  operates  by  dilating  rhe  capillaries  of  the  cutaneous  sur- 
face, diminishing  the  volume  of  blood  in  the  heart,  which  then, 
having  less  work  to  do,  reacts  by  a  stronger  impulse.  In  the  as- 
phyxia of  the  new  born,  by  swinging  the  child,  the  chest  expands, 
the  ether  evaporates  and  comes  in  direct  contact  with  the  bron- 
chial mucous  membrane,  acting  directly  on  the  capillaries  of  the 
skin,  and  indirectly  on  the  ganglia  of  the  heart.  Reflex  inspiratory 
efforts  are  further  caused  by  the  local  irritation  of  the  ether  on  the 
nasal  mucous  membrane,  frequently  causing  sneezing;  the  deep  in- 
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spiration  produced  by  this  act  followed  by  strong  expiration.  If 
this  much  is  accomplished,  by  continuing  artificial  respiration,  the 
asphyxia  will  soon  be  remedied. 


PHENOMENAL  CASE  OF  HYSTERIA. 


By  F.  A.  Schmitt,  M.  D.  Schulenburg,  Texas. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

THE  case  of  hysteria  reported  in  the  March  number  of  your 
Journal,  by  Dr.  W.  M.  Powell,  of  Albany,  Texas,  illustrates 
vividly  the  condition  of  a  young  lady  during  an  acute  attack  of 
malady  lasting  two  days.  The  similarity  of  reported  case  and  the 
one  which  is  made  the  subject  of  this  paper  is  remarkable,  differing 
only  as  far  as  regards  duration  and  multiplicity  of  symptoms. 

As  the  name  implies,  is  hysteria  supposed  to  have  its  seat  in  the 
uterus?  Certain  it  is  that  lesions  of  the  sexual  organs  produce  sim- 
ilar symptoms,  and  that  with  the  re-established  normal  condition 
of  these  organs  these  symptoms  disappear. 

Undoubtedly  are  there  cases  on  record  in  which  the  womb  has 
taken  no  share  in  producing  it. 

I  remember  one  plain  case  of  hysteria  in  a  male.  Hereditary 
predisposition,  combined  with  defective  training,  may  also  cause 
this  anomaly,  as  the  case  taken  from  my  records,  and  below  narra- 
ted, will  doubtless  prove;  and  how  varied  and  manifold  the  symp- 
toms of  what  the  term  implies  may  become,  was  again  impressed 
on  my  mind  in  looking  over  this  record. 

Disturbances  of  sensibility,  of  mobility,  of  the  psychic  functions 
and  disturbances  in  the  compass  of  the  vaso-motor  and  trophical 
nerves  (Niemeier — Pathol,  and  Theraptcs.)  may  each,  for  itself,  or  in 
conjunction,  be  present  in  such  poor  sufferers,  who,  among  the  lai- 
ety,  may  even  be  denied  that  sympathy  other  victims  of  disease 
generally  receive — as  in  the  case  under  consideration — no  doubt 
owing  to  the  seemingly  feigned,  and  to  all  appearances,  trifling  ab- 
normalities present,  or  in  consequence  of  the  rarely  or  never  occur- 
ring fatal  termination  of  such  cases. 

Childless  wives,  widows  and  old  maids,  seem  to  be  more  subject 
to  this  anomaly  then  others,  but  that  occasionally  bad,  and  the 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL.  7 


worst  cases  occur  among  females  at  beginning  or  instituted  puberty 
has  been  my  experience,  and  made  apparent  in  the  case  above 
alluded  to:  a  case  as  peculiar  in  its  varied  symptoms  and  violent 
outbursts,  as  it  is  deplorable  and  interesting  to  the  practitioner  of 
medicine.    A  real  psychological  enigma,  mysterious  in  the  extreme. 

A  female  in  the  bloom  of  youth  is  made  an  invalid,  is  stricken 
down  and  confined  to  bed  for  years  on  account  of  this  ailment  and 
without  demonstrable  cause, — certainly  without  positive  signs  of 
organic  lesion  of  the  uterus  or  other  organ. 

With  this  patient — but  under  certain  local  conditions  only — the 
whole  train  of  hysterical  symptoms  follow  each  other  in  rapid  suc- 
cession, culminating  at  times  in  a  hyperaesthesia  of  the  general 
integument,  or  pains  confined  to  certain  parts  of  the  body  the 
(apparent)  severity  of  which  it  is  hardly  possible  to  describe. 

A  more  wretched,  pitiable  condition  I  have  not  often  been  called 
upon  to  witness,  and  to  alleviate,  as  her  condition  during  paroxysms 
of  pain  in  the  region  of  the  sagital  suture  (clavus  hystericus)  or 
while  affecting  a  joint  (anthropathia  hysterica). 

As  I  remarked  before;  is  this  condition  in  her  induced,  aggravated 
or  prolonged  by  a  certain  stimulus,  and  remarkable  in  the  extreme 
is  the  fact,  that  this  irritant — I  do  not  know  how  else  to  term  it — 
consisted  and  consists  up  to  this  day, — in  the  presence,  as  nurse,  of 
her  mother,  or  more  correctly  perhaps,  in  the  general  surroundings 
or  peculiarities  of  her  paternal  domicile.  This  irritant  or  stimulus 
induces  in  the  girl  a  complete  loss  of  selfcontrol, — a  veritable 
psychosis. — and  this  in  turn  causes  the  pathological  condition  below 
more  in  detail  described. 

For  years,  as  already  stated,  has  this  otherwise  bright  and  intel- 
ligent girl — with  but  short  intervals,  and  then  among  strangers — 
been  confined  to  her  bed,  suffering  all  the  while  as  indicated.  Only 
after  forcibly  being  placed  among  strangers — her  medical  attend- 
ants— will  she,  after  a  lapse  of  days  or  weeks,  and  then  requiring 
all  the  energy,  skill  and  cunning  at  the  command  of  the  attend- 
ants, regain  sufficient  self  control  to  move  and  behave  as  becoming 
one  of  her  sex,  with  sound  body  and  mind  ;  and  every  attempt  of 
returning  her  to  her  parental  roof  has  inevitably  been  followed  by 
a  relapse. 

She  had  been  in  charge  of  a  professional  friend,  who.  on  several 
occasions,  had  discharged  her  cured.  During  one  of  these  relapses, 


8  DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


two  years  ago,  I  was  consulted,  but  as  the  case  had  been  so  suc- 
cessfully treated  by  her  former  attendant,  I  advised  the  parents  to 
again  put  her  under  his  care;  and  only  after  pressing  the  matter, 
and  expressing  their  wish  of  having  her  cured  at  home,  and  then 
perhaps  for  good,  did  I  consent  to  try  the  experiment. 

My  first  visit  made  me  a  witness  of  her  condition  during  one  of 
her  worst  attacks;  the  mother  and  daughter  being  perfectly  ex- 
hausted, the  former  from  her  endeavor  by  friction  of  back,  arms 
and  legs  of  the  girl  to  give  her  temporary  ease,  and  the  latter,  in 
consequence  of  pain  (imagined  or  not),  of  restlessness  and  cramps. 

My  arrival  changed  the  scene  somewhat.  The  girl  had  been 
informed  of  a  new  doctor  to  take  charge  of  her,  and  my  presence 
seemed  to  have  a  quieting  effect.  She  submitted  quietly  to  an 
examination  of  her  body,  showed  her  tongue,  admitted  the  thermo- 
meter in  the  axilla,  allowed  me  to  place  the  stethoscope  over  the 
regions  of  heart  and  lungs  and  answered  questions  readily  and 
cheerfully,  all  of  which — as  I  was  informed — she  generally  per- 
sistently refused  during  her  spells.  I  found  her  pulse  slightly 
increased  in  number  (85  per  minute),  the  hearts  action  steady  and 
uniform,  her  temperature  little  above  the  normal  (98^2),  bowels 
regular,  appetite  good,  had  had  her  monthly  one  week  previous,  and 
periodically  before  that,  at  regular  intervals  since  puberty;  does 
not  change  and  has  not  before,  materially  changed  her  condition. 
Her  extremities  were  cold,  and  her  body  covered  with  a  profuse, 
clammy  perspiration;  had  severe  pain  in  left  ankle  (no  swelling) 
and  was  unable  to  rise  from  a  horizontal  position  and  had  been 
since  her  arrival  home  three  weeks  before. 

Failing  to  detect  organic  lesions,  and  my  questions  in  regard  to 
morbid  habits  (!)  being  satisfactorily  answered  by  her  constant 
attendant,  I  attributed  her  condition  to  chlorosis — color  of  skin 
and  lips  corroborating.  For  immediate  relief  I  ordered  aromatic 
fomentations  to  ankle,  and  a  tea  spoon  full  every  2  hours  of  a  mix- 
ture of  Extr.  Valer.  fl.  and  chloral  hydrate. 

Called  again  several  hours  afterwards  and  found  her  compara- 
tively well  and  free  of  pain;  had  slept  during  my  absence.  Pre- 
scribed Iron  in  the  form  of  Blaud's  pills:  R.  Ferr.  Sulph.  Potass. 
Carb.  aa.  3  ss — Gum.  Tragacanth,  g  s.  ft.  pill  No.  IVC.  3  to  5  pills 
3  times  during  the  24  hours,  and  recommended  general  tonic  treat- 
ment. 
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From  then  on  I  called  regularly,  (once  daily)  four  consecutive 
weeks. 

During  first  week  she  improved  visibly;  she  had  had  but  one  at- 
tack since  my  first  visit,  the  second  day,  began  to  sit  up  in  bed; 
became  cheerful,  wished  to  read,  and  I  entertained  hopes,  and  her 
also,  of  her  ultimate  perfect  restoration. 

During  the  second  week,  although  the  iron  taken  in  large  quan- 
tities (and  which  she  seemed  to  crave),  began  to  tell  on  her  com- 
plexion, she  again  relapsed.  Hyperaesthesia  and,  at  times,  total 
anaesthesia,  of  parts  of  her  body,  became  complete.  Pain  here 
and  there  and  everywhere,  but  more  especially  acute  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  sagital  suture  or  near  joints,  convulsions,  choking 
sensations  (bolus  hystericus),  and  all  the  varied  symptoms  consti- 
tuting this  obstinate  malady  again  became  the  order  of  the  day; 
mother  and  patient  now  almost  despairing.  Constantly  was  her 
parent  engaged  in  rubbing  and  brushing  body  and  extremities  of 
the  patient  to  ease  her,  if  only  for  a  short  period,  exhausting  her- 
self as  well  as  her  child. 

The  requests  of  the  girl  for  these  "rubbings"  I  had,  on  several 
occasions,  overheard  on  entering  the  premises;  they  were  given 
either  in  a  pitiful,  begging  tone,  or  cammandingly,  not  unlike  the 
commands  of  a  general  in  the  field;  the  result  being  invariably  the 
same.  Immediately  would  the  mother,  armed  with  brush  or  towel, 
repair  to  her  post  and  proceed  with  her  rubbing,  brushing  orknead- 
ing  much  like  the  massage  craze  of  to-day — until  complete  prostra- 
tion put  a  stop  to  the  parents  exertions.  I  explained  the  folly  and 
the  possible  harm  of  this  tiresome  practice.  I  implored,  I  begged 
her  to  abstain  from  it.  I  commanded  her  to  desist  and  to  but 
strictly  conform  to  directions  given,  and  no  more — all  to  no  pur- 
pose. Was  it  sympathy  with  her  offspring,  was  it  craze  or  hyster- 
ical "want  of  reason"  with  her  also  which  induced  her  to  admit  of 
being  imposed  on  continually — I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  Certain 
it  is  that  the  soothing  effect  of  my  daily  visit  upon  the  patient  was 
more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  ill-timed  and  unreasonable  re- 
gard the  mother  displayed  concerning  this  morbid  desire  of  her 
daughter. 

Finding  my  intentions  thus  thwarted,  and  no  other  remedy  except 
separation  of  patient  and  nurse,  I  proposed  to  take  her  to  my  own 
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home  for  treatment,  but  on  account  of  sickness  in  my  family  this 
was  delayed. 

Shortly  afterwards,  stretcher,  ambulance  and  other  parapharnalia 
for  transporting  the  sick  were  necessary  requisites  for  her  "displace- 
ment," and  she  was  returned  to  her  former  medical  attendant, 
where  she — but  only  after  a  hard  "psychical"  struggle — again  re- 
gained her  self-control,  and  where  she,  up  to  the  present  time,  en- 
joyed comparative  health. 

Evidently  is  this  unfortunate  girl  a  victim  of  hereditary  predispo- 
sition to  nervous  hyper-sensibility;  and  if  we  add  to  this  presumably 
defective  training  and  unwholesome  literature,  we  may  then  come 
as  near  reckoning  the  causes  for  her  troubles  as  it  it  possible  for 
us  to  do. 


COCAI>E  IS  CAUTERY  OF  YE>EREAL  W ARTS. 

By  D.  Berry,  M.  D.,  President   West  Texas  Medical  Association, 
San  Antonio,  Texas. 


WOULD  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the 


JL.  efficacy  of  cocaine  as  a  local  anaesthetic  in  the  cauterization 
of  venereal  sores,  and  of  the  prompt  and  effectual  action  of  iodo- 
form in  cases  of  ulceration  where  screw  worms  have  taken  up  their 
abode.  We  read  constantly  in  the  medical  literature  of  the  day 
where  cocaine  is  used  in  almost  every  manner  of  surgical  proce- 
dure, but  I  do  not  think  in  a  single  instance  have  I  read  of  its  be- 
ing used  in  connection  with  the  cauterization  of  venereal  sores. 

On  May  25,  I  was  called  to  see  Mr.  T.,  a  railroad  man,  who  told 
me  that  he  had  an  immense  syphilitic  sore,  which  was  making  rapid 
progress,  that  he  desired  to  consult  me  about.  On  examination,  I 
found  a  most  obstinate  case  of  phymosis,  which  I  eventually,  how- 
ever, succeeded  in  retracting  behind  the  glands,  when  a  large  phag- 
edenic chancroid  presented  itself.  I  determined  at  once  to  cauter- 
ize it  with  fuming  nitric  acid.  The  patient  had  suffered  similarly 
a  few  years  before,  and  having  had  some  experience  with  nitric 
acid  then,  expressed  himself  as  being  unable  to  stand  the  pain 
without  an  anaesthetic.  Not  having  anyone  at  hand  to  administer 
chloroform,  and  happening  to  have  a  four  per  cent  solution  of 
cocaine,  I  determined  to  try  its  properties  in  a  case  of  this  kind 
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After  applying  the  anaesthetic  for  five  minutes,  I  used  the  fuming 
nitric  acid  thoroughly  to  the  phagedenic  surface  without  the  pa- 
tient experiencing  the  slightest  pain.  The  surface  was  afterward 
dressed  with  powdered  iodoform,  and  such  constitutional  treatment 
employed  as  was  indicated  by  the  patient's  general  condition.  At 
the  present  writing  the  sore  has  nearly  healed,  and  the  man  in  a 
fair  way  to  make  a  speedy  recovery. 

Case  No.  2,  is  one  of  the  most  loathsome  that  it  has  been  my 
misfortune  so  far  to  encounter.  On  the  morning  of  June  2,  I  was 
called  to  see  a  woman  whose  genital  organs,  the  messenger  told  me, 
were  filled  with  screw  worms.  On  arriving  at  the  house  I  found  a 
woman  65  years  of  age  who  had  been  sick  for  several  months,  and 
who  was  at  the  time  I  saw  her  sinking  rapidly.  On  making  an 
examination  per  vaginum,  it  was  found  to  be  filled  as  far  as  I  could 
see  with  a  moving  mass  of  worms;  they  were  also  crawling  from  the 
anus.  On  introducing  a  rectal  speculum  the  same  state  of  affairs 
was  found  to  exist  in  the  rectum.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the 
vagina  and  rectum  was  reached  and  bathed  in  a  muco-purulent 
discharge.  I  cleared  away  as  many  of  the  parasites  as  I  could  with 
a  warm  water  injection,  and  swabbed  the  parts  thoroughly  with  a 
mixture  containing  3ii  of  iodoform  to  3ii  of  glycerine,  and  instruc- 
ted the  nurse  in  the  course  of  2  or  3  hours  to  give  a  warm  water 
injection.  On  my  visit  in  the  evening  I  was  told  by  the  nurse  that 
the  injection  had  brought  away  a  large  quantity  of  dead  worms. 

When  I  examined  the  vagina  and  rectum,  they  were  found  to  be 
perfectly  free  of  the  parasites.  The  woman  however  was  in  extre- 
mis, and  died  during  the  night. 

I  have  had  several  cases  where  screw  worms  were  found,  and 
before  experimenting  with  iodoform  tried  calomel,  bi.  chlor.  mer- 
cury and  ac.  carbolic,  with  only  partial  results.  Iodoform  kills 
them  almost  instantly,  and  in  the  treatment  of  such  cases  I  regard 
it  as  the  remedy  par  excellence. 


A  CASE  OX  QUADRUPLETS. 

By  S.  T.  Lowry,  M.D.,  San  Antonio,  Texas, 

For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

IN  COLLINS   table  of  over  129,000  women  delivered  in  the 
Dublin  Lying-in-Hospital  there  were  over  2000  cases  of 
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twins,  29  triplets,  and  only  one  of  quadruplets,  while  in  the  Royal 
Maternity  Charity  out  of  50,000  successive  cases  of  labor,  there  was 
not  a  single  case  of  quadruplets.  While  tables  showing  preternat- 
ural fecundity  may  vary  in  different  nations,  and  at  different  times, 
still,  we  may  ordinarily  expect  twins  in  every  75  or  80  births,  trip- 
lets in  every  5,000  births,  while  quadruplets  are  so  rare  as  to  defy 
any  kind  of  accurate  calculation.  The  rarity  of  such  cases  is  my 
only  apology  for  briefly  mentioning  a  case  of  quadruplets  that  came 
under  my  observation  on  the  night  of  the  28th  ultimo.  Mrs.  F.,  a 
German  woman  about  35  years  old,  who  had  borne  several  children 
by  a  former  husband,  and  who  had  been  married  toher  second  hus- 
band about  one  year,  was  taken  in  premature  labor  at  about  six 
months  of  utero-gestation,  on  28th  of  June,  and  was  delivered  of 
four  well  developed  and  well  nourished  female  children.  They 
were  all  of  uniform  size,  measuring  about  twelve  inches  in  length, 
and  weighing  about  two  and  one-half  pounds  each,  They  all  showed 
some  signs  of  life,  and  one  lived  fome  minutes,  and  cried  faintly. 
Each  child  was  contained  in  separate  membranes,  with  separate 
cord  and  placenta,  but  the  placentae  had  encroached,  in  their 
growth,  upon  the  margins  of  each  other,  and  were  attached  at  their 
edges.  The  placentae  were  removed  with  some  difficulty  from  their 
attachment,  and  there  was  considerable  hemorrhage;  but  the  mother 
made  a  rapid  and  good  recovery. 


OU  will  be  asked  by  every  applicant  for  treatment,  how  long 


1  or  how  many  applications  will  be  required  to  effect  a  cure. 
This  question  you  will  perhaps  never  be  able  to  answer  satisfacto- 
rily. But  you  can  say  this  to  all:  Whereas  the  ordinary  sponge 
electrodes  when  first  applied  gave  no  pain,  or  were  almost  entirely 
inappreciable,  you  will  improve  daily  in  a  direct  ratio  with  the  in- 
crease or  improvement  in  sensation.  This  is  true  of  all  diseased 
organs,  and  especially  so  of  the  lower  half  of  the  person  of  all  fe- 
males whose  menstrual  functions  are  abnormal — more  especially 
the  genitalia,  including  the  ovaries  and  mammary  glands.  The 
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By  F.  T.  Pai?ie,  M.  D.,  Comanche,  Texas. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL.  13 


cure  follows  the  return  to  electro-sensibility  (or  according  to  erb. 
irritability  or  excitability)  as  sure  as  day  and  night  fellow  each 
other.    This  subject  I  will  elaborate  soon. 

The  wisest  plan,  which  I  have  been  slow  to  learn,  is  to  refuse  all 
applicants  for  treatment  until  a  promise  is  extorted  to  continue  the 
treatment  until  the  electro-sensibility  is  fully  restored— otherwise 
no  benefit  will  accrue  to  either  the  operator  or  the  patient.^ 

I  shall  be  pleased  to  correspond  with  professional  gentlemen  on 
all  subjects  connected  with  electro-therepeutics. 


Correspondence. 


A  SPICY  LETTER. 


[The  following  is  such  a  perfect  answer  to  the  carpers  and  self 
righteous — who  see  the  mote  in  others  eye,  but  cannot  see  the  beam 
in  their  own,  that  we  are  induced  to  publish  it  (which  we  do  by 
permission)  instead  of  writing  an  editorial  on  the  subject. — Ed.] 


New  York,  May  27,  1887. 

Messrs.  Cupples  &  Hurd,  Boston. 

Gentlemen: — Your  printed  circular  referring  to  the  admission  to 
to  the  columns  of  the  journal  published  by  you  of  "laudatory 
notices"  etc.,  etc.,  does  not  fit  our  case  in  the  least. 

We  have  not  requested  you  to  insert  any  matter  referring  to  our 
preparation  specifically,  or  in  terms  of  approbation,  so  that  the 
article  we  called  your  attention  to,  giving  an  account  of  a  laparot- 
omy performed  by  a  noted  surgeon  and  extended  by  him  from  his 
clinical  notes,  does  not  come  within  the  category  at  all,  for  the 
case  is  sufficiently  interesting  on  its  own  merits  to  command  the 
attention  of  the  medical  fraternity,  as  it  furnishes  evidence  of  these 
capital  operations  in  a  field  comparatively  new,  if  treated  with  the 
proper  antiseptic  precautions  and  followed  by  an  adjuvant  as  capa- 
ble of  sustaining  life  under  such  conditions  as  is  the  Fluid  Food 
we  are  manufacturing.  There  is  no  more  impropriety  in  alluding 
to  our  Food  in  such  a  connection,  than  in  speaking  of  the  use  of 
Squibb's  Chloroform,  or  Merk's  Ttrrebene,  it  being  a  therapeutical 
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agent  simply,  which  in  the  opinion  of.  and  in  accordance  with,  the 
experience  of  Dr.  Dickson,  was  entitled  to  be  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  his  medical  brethren  as  having  materially  assisted  the  poor 
patient  in  her  terrible  ordeal.  We  had  no  part  in  procuring  the 
preparing  of  the  article  in  question,  it  being  voluntarily  sent  to  us 
by  Dr.  Dickson,  who  desired  to  show  his  gratitude  for  the  aid  given 
him  in  the  matter.  We  sent  the  matter  to  Dr.  P.  B.  Porter,  of 
Gaillard's  Medical  Monthly,  with  the  request,  that  if  compatible 
with  his  ideas  of  propriety  as  the  exceedingly  conservative  editor 
of  an  exceedingly  conservative  journal,  we  should  be  pleased  to 
see  it  appear  in  his  columns.  It  was  accepted  with  thanks,  as  a 
valuable  contribution  to  the  literature  of  laparotomy,  and  without 
reference  to  our  being  advertisers  in  the  journal  of  which  he  was 
the  entirely  independent  editor.  [It  was  reproduced  in  this  Jour- 
nal last  month. — Ed.] 

If  Dr.  Shattuck  sits  up  so  high  in  the  empyrean  of  medical  dig- 
nity and  is  so  hyper-esthetic  that  he  cannot  reproduce  in  his  jour- 
nal, a  well  written  paper,  because  it  gives  the  name  of  an  article 
that  proved  to  be  of  great  value  in  a  certain  case,  why,  he  is  too 
good  for  this  world,  and  should  be  translated  to  a  still  more  exalted 
sphere  at  once.  There  is  more  rot  and  nonsense  about  the  code  of 
ethics  subscribed  to  by  some  of  these  dainty  fellows  than  would 
run  a  grist  mill  in  New  Hampshire.  You  may  talk  as  you  like,  the 
facts  are  incontrovertible;  you  publish  the  B.  M.  &  S.  ].for  the 
money  you  make  out  of  it;  Dr.  Shattuck  edits  it  for  filthy  lucre;  We 
make  Bovinine  for  the  same  end;  our  interests  are  thus  far  identical. 
Of  course  by  lowering  the  tone  of  your  journal  to  indiscriminate 
puffery  of  every  nostrum  that  comes  along,  you  would  defeat  the 
very  object  you  are  aiming  at.  By  giving  prominence,  however,  to 
articles  of  acknowledged  merit,  endorsed  by  leading  surgeons  and 
physicians  of  the  best  schools,  you  enhance  the  value  of  your  own 
property,  and  instruct  Lthe  thousands  of  readers  of  the  Journal  in 
in  the  use  of  a  thoroughly  legitimate  food  preparation. 

Your  advertisers  sustain  your  publication,  and  without  them  it 
would  not  pay  a  dollar,  as  you  well  know.  We  have  conversed  quite 
recently  with  some  of  the  most  extensive  advertisers  in  this  city, 
and  they  expressed  the  opinion  that  there  would  be  a  great  reaction 
in  the  matter  of  using  the  medical  journals  as  a  medium  of  com- 
munication with  physicians,  unless  more  palpable  evidence  was 
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given  of  some  sympathy  with  the  objects  sought  to  be  obtained  by 
such  reputable  concerns. 

It  is  all  very  well  to  be  conservative,  but  when  that  excellent 
quality  degenerates  into  stupid  obstructio7i  in  these  days  of  celer- 
ity of  thought  and  action,  conservatism  must  go  to  the  wall. 
We  remain,  gentlemen,  yours  respectfully. 

The  J.  P.  Bush  Mfg.  Co. 

Per  H.  T.  Champney. 


URETHAX  I>  FEVER. 


Fort  Worth,  Texas,  June  23,  1887. 
Dear  Doctor  Daniel— A  few  days  ago,  I  had  under  treatment  a 
case  of  ataxic  fever  (typhoid).    I  had  never  seen  such  subsultus 
tendinum  as  existed  in  the  case.    The  thermometer  could  not  be 
kept  in  the  mouth;  the  pulse  could  not  be  counted  at  the  wrist,  so 
great  and  constant  did  there  occur  muscular  twitching.  The  symp- 
toms present  led  me  to  prescribe  the  following  medicine  : 
R  Terebene        -        gtt  xvj 
Ac.  Sulphurous        gtt  xl 
Urethan  - 

Antipyrine  aa  9i 
Acacia  Pd        -  q.s. 
Elix.  Aq.  flor.  Auranti  ad  31 
M  Et  Sig:    One  fourth  part  every  3  hours. 
At  the  visit  subsequent  to  the  administration  of  the  above,  the 
chin  and  hands  were  as  quiet  as  those  of  one  in  health. 

On  the  succeeding,  and  for  several  days  the  same  degree  of  sub- 
sultus obtained,  and  the  administration  of  the  same  combination 
had  the  happy  effect  that  was  observed  at  its  first  administration. 

What  was  the  agent  in  the  combination  that  controlled  the  ataxia? 
I  think  the  urethan. 

It  is  well  known  how  little  such  unpleasant  symptoms  are  con- 
trolled by  the  ordinary  remedies  hitherto  used.  If  further  obser- 
vation shall  corroborate  the  inferences  here  drawn,  it  is  surely  a 
point  in  therapy  well  worthy  a  niche  in  the  brain  of  the  practitioner 
of  medicine. 

E.  J..  Beall. 
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^Society  J^otes. 


EAST  TEXAS  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


The  cause  of  medical  organization  is  sufficient  apology  for  this 
dry  communication.  The  last  meeting  of  the  E.  T.  M.  A.  was  held 
at  Lufkin,  July  5th  and  6th.  Several  interesting  papers  were  read 
and  discussed,  besides  reports  of  cases  and  other  miscellaneous  sub- 
jects. The  leading  aim  and  feature  of  this  Association  is  the  con- 
sideration of  medical  subjects,  spiced  with  social,  professional  in- 
tercourse, avoiding,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  expenses  and  inciden- 
tal business  troubles.  Members  and  others  who  attend  are  invari- 
ably pleased  and  edified.  The  subjects  for  next  meeting,  which 
will  be  at  Alto,  Tuesday,  October  4,  1887,  at  7  p.  m.,  are  as  follows: 
Abortion,  paper  by  Dr.  Mayfield,  discussion  opened  by  Dr.  Bar- 
ham.  Phthisis  Pulmonalis,  paper  by  Dr.  McCord,  discussion  opened 
by  Dr.  Denman.  Menstrual  Disorders,  paper  by  Dr.  Frazer,  dis- 
cussion opened  by  Dr.  Coon.  Diarrhoeas  ot  children,  paper  by  Dr. 
Evans,  discussion  opened  by  Dr.  G.  M.  Abney.  Uterine  Displace- 
ments, paper  by  Dr.  J.  A.  Abney,  discussion  opened  by  Dr.  Tread- 
well. 

A  meeting  will  probably  be  held  at  Jacksonville,  first  Tuesday  in 
January,  and  a  large  attendance  is  then  expected.  The  East  Line 
Medical  Association  will  be  consulted  as  to  consolidating  or  meet- 
ing with  us.  We  require  no  admission  fees  or  dues,  and  inflict  no 
pecuniary  penalties.  No  limit  as  to  territory  of  membership,  only 
qualification,  regular.  Attendance  free  to  all.  We  have  fifty-two 
enrolled  members,  and  want  many  more. 

J.  E.  Mayfield, 
Nacogdoches,  July  12,  1887.  Sec.  E.  T.  M.  A. 


TRAVIS  COUNTY  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

At  the  last  regular  meeting  of  Travis  County  Medical  Associa- 
tion, held  in  Austin,  July  14.  Dr.  A.  N.  Denton,  late  Superinten- 
dent State  Lunatic  Asylum,  was  elected  President,  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner, 
the  Oculist,  Vice-President,  and  Dr.  Florence  E.  Collins,  re-elected 
Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


EDITORIAIi  DEPftKTmEIW. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 


E  J.  Doering,  M.  D.,  Chicago.  H.  O.  Marcy,  M.  D.,  Boston. 

Geo.  Cupples,  M.  D.,  San  Aruonio.  G.  K.  Gregg,  M.D.,  Mexico. 

Odo  Betz.  M.  D..  Gennanu.  R.  M.  Swearingen.  M.  D„  Austin. 

E.  J.  Ceall,  M.  D.,  Fort  Worth,  Texan.  C.  H.  Wilkinson,  M.  D.,  Galveston. 

T.  C.  O  b  -m,  M.  D.,  Cleburne,  Texas.  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  M.  D.,  Austin. 

Wm.  Penny,  M.  D.,  New  York.  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  M.  D.,  Mexico. 


THE  TEXAS  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  AND  HOSPITAL,  REDIYIYUS. 


We  think  it  can  be  shown  that,  looked  at  from  an  economical 
standpoint,  at  least,  a  medical  college  in  Texas  has  become  a  ne- 
cessity. We  will  not  discuss  the  question  of  "  too  many  medical 
colleges;"  there  are  too  many  elsewhere — and — one  too  few  in  Tex- 
as; and  as  it  is  proposed  to  have  one  of  the  highest  grade,  it  would 
not  come  within  the  general  objection. 

The  population  of  the  State  in  1881  (last  census)  was  1,500,000, 
and  the  number  of  practicing  physicians  was  put  down  at  3003. 
The  number  of  students  who  left  the  State  and  attended  lectures  at 
the  various  medical  colleges  in  the  United  States  was  then  257,  all 
told.  It  is  claimed  now,  that  the  population  is  2,700,000,  an  in- 
crease of  four-fifths  of  the  whole  number,  or  80  per  cent,  in  six 
years.  This  ratio,  applied  to  the  medical  students,  would  give 
Texas  now  462,  annually;  and  as  the  population  is  said  to  be 
steadily  increasing  at  the  rate  of  a  quarter  million  each  year,  the 
number  of  students  can  be  easily  estimated,  Suffice  it  say,  that  per- 
haps with  the  exception  of  Missouri,  which  has  fourteen  medical 
schools,  Texas  furnishes  the  largest  number  of  students  of  any 
State  in  the  union.  These  go  out  of  the  State  to  find  that  educa- 
tion which  it  should  be  the  pride  and  boast  of  the  State  to  be  able 
to  furnish,  and  not  to  furnish  which,  is  a  reproach  on  our  boasted 
civilization  and  our  large  school  fund.  It  is  a  mere  matter  of  cal- 
culation how  much  money  is  thus  drawn  from  the  State;  an  im- 
mense amount. 
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Recognizing  and  appreciating  this  necessity,  the  physicians  of 
Galveston  have  been  moving  in  the  matter,  and  we  are  pleased  to 
be  able  to  state  on  the  best  authority,  that  a  medical  col- 
lege in  that  city  may  now  be  regarded  as  an  accomplished 
fact.  But  for  unforseen  circumstances,  lectures  would  have 
been  delivered  this  fall.  This  circumstance  was  the  inability  of  the 
trustees  to  get  possession  of  the  City  Hospital  buildings — a  lease  to 
which  has  been  given  by  the  council  to  the  medical  faculty,  or, 
rather  to  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the  lease  to  run  until  such  time  as 
a  medical  branch  of  the  State  University  shall  have  been  estab- 
lished, as  provided  by  law.  The  builings  are,  at  present,  occupied 
by  one  of  the  public  schools,  and  the  school  trustees  refuse  to  va- 
cate them  until  they  can  secure  other  quarters.  This,  it  is  hoped, 
will  be  speedily  arranged,  when,  there  being  no  other  impediment 
the  Medical  College  will  be  put  in  active  operation  at  once. 

It  is  by  no  means,  a  private  enterprise,  but  one  in  which  the  en- 
tire profession  of  the  State  is  interested  ;  and  being  assured  that 
our  readers  will  be  pleased  to  be  informed  of  what  is  being  done, 
and  has  been  done,  toward  the  consummation  of  this  cherished  ob- 
ject, we  give  below  the  facts. 

The  "Texas  Medical  College  and  Hospital,"  has  been  reorg- 
nized,  and  a  Board  of  Trustees  elected,  with  Dr.  D.  F.  Stuart,  of 
Houston,  for  President.  Appropriate  committees  have  been 
•selected,  and  much  solid  work  has  been  done.  Some  $20,000  for 
-the  purchase  of  laboratory  and  general  apparatus  is  guaranteed. 
The  Sealy  Hospital  is  to  be  speedily  erected,  (with  the  fund  left 
for  that  purpose  by  the  late  John  Sealy.)  The  faculty  of  the  col- 
lege is  to  be  the  Medical  and  Surgical  staff  of  this  Hospital.  It 
has  been  thought  best  to  postpone  the  final  selection  and  announce- 
ment of  the  faculty,  until  all  details  are  arranged;  but  it  is  an  open 
secret,  that  certain  distinguished  physicians  of  the  State  will  oc- 
cupy the  important  chairs.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that,  with  a  first  class 
vcollege  and  abundant  clinical  material,  furnished  by  two  large 
•hospitals,  it  will  be  the  end  and  aim  of  those  entrusted  with  the  se- 
lection of  the  faculty  to  choose  one  which  shall  be  everywhere  re- 
cognized as  men  of  first  class  requirements  and  teaching  ability. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  there  is  an  understanding  and  agree- 
ment between  the  movers  in  this  enterprise  and  the  Regents  of  the 
.State  University,  that  when  the  State  shall  be  in  position  to  carry 
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out  the  law  with  regard  to  founding  a  medical  branch  of  the  State 
University,  this  organization  shall  be  dissolved,  and  all  property 
belonging  to  it,  is  to  be  turned  over  to  the  Regents  for  the  use  of 
the  latter  institution.  The  fund  above  mentioned,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  apparatus,  has  been  raised  by  subscription  amongst  the 
wealthy  citizens  of  Galveston,  with  this  understanding.  Dr.  Woo- 
len, President  of  Board  of  Regents,  has  recently  shown  that  it  will 
be  some  ten  years  before  the  University  fund  will  be  in  such  shape 
as  to  enable  the  Regents  to  carry  out  the  plan;  meantime,  by  or 
before  the  fall  of  1888  we  will  have  in  full  operation,  a  first  class 
medical  college,  where  the  460  Texas  students  will  find  every 
facility  for  acquiring  as  thorough  and  complete  an  education  as 
can  be  had  in  any  medical  center  of  the  North,  East  or  West. 
So  mote  it  be. 


A  RAPE  ON  SCIENCE. 


The  appearance  in  the  columns  of  one  of  our  most  chaste  and 
dignified  exchanges,  of  a  certain  article  on  menstruation,  by  a  "Fe- 
male Medical  Student,"  is  as  much  a  surprise  as  it  is  to  be  regret- 
ted. The  subject  matter  is,  of  course,  perfectly  legitimate;  but 
when  the  writer  so  far  misconceives  the  province  of  a  medical  au- 
thor, and  so  takes  the  name  of  "science"  in  vain,  as  to  enter  into  a 
prurient  discussion  of  the  sensations  attending  the  physiological 
process  of  ovulation,  and  of  the  sexual  congress,  giving,  as  she  calls 
it,  her  own  "sexual  education,"  we  think  it  time  for  along-suffering 
reading  public  to  protest.  It  is  positively  disgusting,  and  would 
shame  the  admirers  of  the  Paul  de  Koek  style,  or  put  to  blush  the 
"Mysteries  of  a  French  Bedstead."  A  writer  in  the  Southern  Prac- 
titioner, for  July,  has  been  applauded  for  his  criticism  of  the  arti- 
cle; but  we  fail  to  see  wherein  he  has  been  more  modest  than  the 
"Female  Medical  Student,"  unless  he  be  entitled  to  credit  for  plain 
language,  where  she  has  used  the  most  lascivious  inuendo,  suggest- 
ing unchaste  thoughts  to  even  the  coldest  reader.  Enterprise  in 
medical  journalism  is  to  be  commended,  as  in  any  other  business; 
but  when  it  takes  the  shape  of  vulgar  revelations  of  sexual  experi- 
ences by  a  shameless  woman,  who  says,  herself,  that  "under  an  in- 
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cog.  she  strips  off  the  last  garment"  (of  decency)  and  "stands  ex- 
posed in  all  her"  naked  vulgarity — hisses,  and  not  applause,  should 
greet  both  contributor  and  publisher.  The  idea  of  comparing  the 
holy  emotion  of  love  to  the  rut  of  the  brutes,  the  "season"  of  cat- 
tle, and  the  "heaf1  of  the  bitch,  and  that,  too,  in  the  name  of 
"science/"  is  enough  to  excite  sentiments  of  disgust  and  indignation. 
Out  on  all  such  pruriency  and  downright  vulgarity.  Love,  the  in- 
spiration to  the  most  noble  deeds  of  which  man  is  capable — the  tie 
that  binds  society  together,  and  on  which  the  institution  of  mar- 
riage— holy  wedlock  is  based — the  mainspring  of  poetic  fervor  and 
impassionate  eloquence,  is  higher,  holier,  purer  than  that  instinct 
which  man  shares  in  common  with  the  brute. 


TEXAS  DELEGATES  AND  THE  INTERNATIONAL  CONGRESS. 


We  have  received  many  letters  of  inquiry  from  physicians  about 
the  rail  road  rates,  and  about  the  delegation  to  the  Ninth  Interna- 
tional Medical  Congress,  etc.,  and  we  give  the  following  informa- 
tion for  the  benefit  of  those  who  contemplate  attending. 

The  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  numbering  between  four 
and  five  hundred  active  members,  is  entitled  to  forty  odd  dele- 
gates. The  full  number,  for  some  reason,  was  not  appointed, 
and  the  following  are  those  who  have  received  their  credentials 
from  the  Secretary's  office.  In  making  out  the  list  to  be  published 
in  the  Transactions,  the  name  of  Dr.  T,  D.  Wooten  was  acciden- 
tally omitted.  The  only  change  that  has  been  made  so  far  as 
we  are  informed  is,  that  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel  having  declined  attend- 
ing, resigned,  and  Dr.  W.  Caston  of  Corsicana  was  appointed  in 
his  stead. 

DELEGATES. 

Drs.  Geo.  Cupples,  B.  F.  Kingsley  and  G.  G.  Watts  of  San  Anto- 
nio; Eugene  Clark,  Lockhart;  G.  W.  Christian,  Burnet;  A.  C. 
White,  Cuero;  Jno.  C.  Jones  and  R.  T.  Knox  of  Gonzales;  J.  R. 
Johnson,  Bryan;  H.  A.  West  and  J.  F.  Y.  Paine  of  Galveston;  C.  C* 
Black,  Round  Rock;  R.  M.  Swearingen,  F.  E.  Daniel,  (resigned), 
J.  W.  McLaughlin,  M.  A.  Taylor,  T.  J.  Tyner  and  T.  D.  Wooten  of 
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Austin;  T.  H.  Nott,  Goliad;  J.  T.  Wilson,  Sherman;  H.  H.  Darr, 
Caldwell;  T.  J.  Turpin,  Corpus  Christi;  J.  M.  Pace,  Dallas;  D. 
C.  Jones,  Calvert;  F.  R.  Martin,  Kyle;  W.  G.  Jameson,  Rusk,  W. 
T.  Evans,  Jewett;  A.  G.  Pendleton,  San  Marcos;  J.  T.  Field,  Ft. 
Worth;  I.  E.  Clark,  Moravia;  J.  W.  Carhart,  Lampasas;  O.  East- 
land, Wichita;    W.  Caston,  Corsicana. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  one  should  be  a  delegate  from  any  medical 
organization,  or  even  to  be  a  member  of  any  local  or  State  society, 
in  order  to  become  a  member  of  the  Congress.  Any  physician  a 
graduate  of  a  regularly  chartered  medical  college,  and  in  good 
standing,  can  become  a  member  of  the  Congress  by  making  appli- 
cation and  paying  $10.  Of  course  he  has  to  show  his  credentials 
and  be  endorsed  by  some  one  well  known;  but  delegates,  as  we 
understand  it,  have,  as  they  do  in  State  Association, — two  votes; — 
members  only  one. 

There  is  an  announcement  in  the  Jaumal  of  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association  of  July  16,  that  "all  the  rail  roads  have  agreed  on  a 
uniform  rate  of  one  and  one-third  fare  for  the  round  tiip,  tickets  to 
be  issued  on  the  certificate  plan."  The  only  reduction,  or  special 
rate  that  has  been  made  for  Texas,  especially,  so  far  as  we  are  in- 
formed, is  that  of  the  Piedmont  Air  Line,  from  New  Orleans,  by 
way  of  Atlanta,  an  air  line  to  Washington.  In  a  conversation  with 
the  General  Agent,  J.  M.  Means,  Esq.,  of  Houston,  we  were  author- 
ized to  announce  that  reduced  rates  and  through  tickets  by  that  line, 
will  be  given,  on  application  to  him  at  Houston;  and  Mr.  Means 
further  stated  that  if  there  should  be  a  sufficient  number  going  from 
Texas  to  justify  it,  he  would  give  them  a  handsome  palace  car  from 
New  Orleans,  through,  without  change,  and  would,  himself,  accom- 
pany the  party  to  look  after  their  comfort  and  accommodation. 
Mr.  Means  did  not  name  any  amount  other  than  the  rate  from 
Austin,  which  we  understood  him  to  say,  would  be  $64.50  for  the 
round  trip. 

We  have  not  been  informed  by  all  who  will  attend,  of  those  ap- 
pointed: but  Drs.  Tyner,  W'ooten  and  Taylor  of  Austin,  Dr.  Cas- 
ton of  Corsicana,  Dr.  Eastland  of  Wichita  have  declared  their  in- 
tention to  attend,  and  Dr.  Wooten  has  already  gone  north,  and  Dr. 
Tyner  will  leave  on  1st  of  August.  No  doubt  there  will  be  a  full 
attendance.  We  hope  so,  and  that  Texas  may  be  well  and  ably 
represented. 
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The  Journal  of  the  A.  M.  A.  announces  that  all  the  hotels  in 
Washington  have  made  special  rates:  and  that  an  excursion  to 
Niagara  Falls;  one  to  Mt.  Vernon  and  others,  are  among  the  de- 
lights planned  by  the  committee  of  arrangements  for  the  visiting 
physicians. 


Dr.  D.  Dupree,  late  of  this  city,  Austin,  has  removed  to  Dallas, 
to  practice.  We  commend  the  Doctor  to  the  good  offices  of  the 
professional  brethren,  and  wish  him  success. 


MARRIED. 

Miss  Stella  Wooten,  daughter  of  Dr.  T.  D.  Wooten,  President 
Board  of  Regents  State  University,  was  married  on  22nd  of  June 
ult.,  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Bailey,  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 


Dr.  Bryce,  Editor  of  Southern  Clinic,  Richmond,  Va.,  devotes 
his  editorial  space  in  July  issue,  to  a  defense  of  himself  against 
charges  published  in  the  newspapers  against  him,  by  some  one 
connected  with  the  Virginia  Medical  College,  whom  he  had  of- 
fended.   The  Doctor  proves  his  case  very  conclusively,  to  us. 

Dr.  E.  W.  Walton,  of  Georgetown,  Texas,  son  of  our  townsman, 
Col.  Buck  Walton,  has  recently  been  elected  Assistant  House  Sur- 
geon to  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  in  New  York.  Dr. 
Walton  went  on  last  fall  to  take  a  special  course  at  the  New  York 
Post  Graduate  Medical  College.  It  is  expected  that  he  will  return 
to  Texas  in  two  or  three  years. 


Dr.  O.  F.  Kendall,  late  of  Throckmorton,  (a  subscriber  to  the 
Journal),  came  to  Austin  and  located.  After  remaining  a  few 
weeks,  during  which  time  he  made  a  good  impression  and  many 
friends,  and  purchased  a  handsome  turn  out,  he  left  suddenly,  and 
to  his  friends,  quite  unexpectedly,  and  returned  to  his 
old  home.  We  regret  that  the  Doctor  left,  for  we  believe,  he 
would  have  done  well,  had  he  stuck  it  out  awhile. 


EDICAL 


EWS  AND 


ISCELLANY. 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


IF  THE  PROFESSION  WILL  OBSERVE  THE  DIFFER- 
ENCE  BETWEEN 

CARNRICK'S  SOLUBLE  FOOD 

FOR  INFANTS, 

and  other  Foods  in  the  Market,  they  certainly  will  use  no 
other. 

IT  IS  ENTIRELY  DIFFERENT  FROM  ANY 
FOOD  THAT  HAS  EVER  BEEN  INTRODUCED. 

In  the  production  of  Carnrick's  Soluble  Food,  we  have  reached  a  degree  ot 
perfection  that,  we  believe,  can  never  be  excelled  by  human  skill,  in  view  of  which 
we  invite  the  most  careful  scrutiny  and  criticism. 

ist.  It  is  the  only  real  Milk  Food  in  the  market,  being  composed  largely  of 
the  solid  constituents  of  cow's  milk,  while  those  heretofore  introduced  contain  but 
a  small  proportion  of  milk  to  a  large  proportion  ot  the  cereals. 

2nd.  The  great  objection  to  cow's  milk  as  a  food  for  infants  is  the  toughness 
of  the  casein.  In  Soluble  Food,  the  casein  of  the  milk  is  sufficiently  digested  to 
render  it  light  and  flocculent,  like  the  casein  of  human  milk,  and  therefore  as 
easily  digested. 

3rd.  The  composition  of  Camick's  Soluble  Food,  as  shown  by  Prof.  Stutzer 
and  Brenneman,  corresponds  almost  exactly  with  the  composition  of  a  good  quality 
of  human  milk. 

4th.  The  starch  in  Soluble  Food  is  converted  into  dextrine  instead  of  malt 
sugar,  for  the  reason  that  dextrine,  when  taken  into  the  infant's  stomach,  cannot 
ferment,  besides  dextrine  is  a  stimulant  to  digestion.  There  IS  great  danger, 
especially  in  the  summer  season,  in  giving  foods  to  infants  that  are  entirely  conver- 
ted into  malt  sugar,  for  the  reason  that  they  are  very  apt  to  ferment  before  assimi- 
lation commences. 

5th.    From  thousands  of  tests  made  during  the  past  year,  we  are  perfectly  con 
fident  that  Carnrick's  Soluble  Food  will  nourish  as  perfectly  and  digest  as 
easily  as  human  milk.   We  would  be  glad  to  have  every  physician  test  it,  and  with 
this  in  view,  will  gratuitously  furnish  a  large  sample  for  that  purpose. 

6th.  Cow's  milk  cannot  be  digested  in  the  household  by  the  nurse  or  mother 
with  any  degree  of  certainty,  besides  the  use  of  cow's  milk,  entirely  digested  in 
this  way,  will  invariably  produce  constipation  and  very  soon  malnutrition. 

In  a  discussion  on  Maternal  and  Wet-nursing  before  the  iV.  Y.  Academy 
qf  Medicine,  Dr.  Simon  Baruch  says  : 

"I  have  recently  had  some  happy  experience  with  this  preparation,  called  'Carn- 
rick's Soluble  Food,'  composed  of  partially  pre-digested  dessicated  milk  in  com- 
bination with  wheat,  the  starch  of  which  is  converted  into  the  unfermentable  and 
easily  soluble  form  of  dextrine.  I  believe  if  the  food  is  maintained  at  its  present 
standard,  that  we  have  an  important  factor  in  the  solution  of  the  wet-nurse  problem." 

We  are  confident  that  were  Carnrick's  Soluble  Food  exclusively  used  during 
the  summer  season,  but  few  cases  of  cholera  Infantum  would  occur.  Do  not 
fail  to  try  it  for  you  can  do  so  at  our  expense..  Send  for  pamphlet,  giving 
minute  description  of  the  process  of  preparing  this  Food. 

CANADA:  NEW  YORK:  ENGLAND: 

10  Colborne  St.       Mercantile  Exch.  Bldg.  24  Hart  St.,  Bloomsbury 

TORONTO,  2,  4  &  6  HARRISON  ST.   *  LONDON. 

Mention  Da  -  iel't  ITcdkal  Journal  -  April.  1SS7. 


i*^—  — .fn^^S  is  a  th'xU^uUxj  prcpareo  combination  of  SHeat-conuerUng,  £Fat-  convert* 
-J^Cl^^*  ano  StarcH-couvcrtincj  STlateriafd,  acvcnfieb  vuvtH  tne  swoW  proportion 

✓  of  Qcioi  oW^i  pTc^eM-t  in  tPve  neaftJtij  *tomacft.     3t  i»  a.  -most  vautaGfe  oigeatina, 

^Kaaent,  ani>  SUPERIOR  TO  PEPSIN  ALONE."-Prof.  ATTFIELD,  Ph.  D.,  F.R.S.,  &C, 
Prof,  o f  Practical  Chemistry  to  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain. 


LACTOPEPTINE. 

The  most  important  Remedial  Agent  ever  Presented  to  the  Profession,  for 
DYSPEPSIA,  VOMITING  IN  PREGNANCY, 
CHOLERA  INFANTUM, 

CONSTIPATION,  and  all  diseases  arising  from  imperfect  nutrition. 

LACTOPEPTINE  IN  CHOLERA  INFANTUM. 

We  desire  to  call  special  attention  to  the  great  va'uc  o?  Laetoucpt'ine  in  Cholera  Infantum, 
and  other  intestinal  troubles  incident  to  the  heated  term. 

Send  address  for  our  Medical  Almanac,  coutaisiog'  valuable  ?u formation. 


P.  0.  Box  1574. 


THE  NEW  Y0E2  PE&BMACAL  ASSOCIATION, 


New  York- 
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An  Extraordinary  Case  of  Dry  Gangrene,  following  phleg- 
masia dolens,  occurred  recently  in  Dr.  Swearingen's  practice, 
in  a  primi  para  in  Austin,  in  the  higher  social  ranks.  The  la- 
bor was  normal  in  all  respects,  and  the  occurrence  of  the  phleg- 
masia was  unexpected.  It  was  thought  to  be  the  result  of  emboli 
of  some  of  the  popliteal  vessels.  Sloughing  of  the  entire  right  foot 
took  place,  and  the  bones  up  to  the  astragalus  were  disarticulated. 
Her  recovery,  under  the  circumstances,  was  most  extraordinary, 
she  being  a  delicate  and  tenderly  raised  young  lady,  who  was  not 
thought  to  possess  such  remarkable  vital  powers.  We  hope  to  give 
our  readers  the  clinical  history  of  the  case,  as  it  stands  so  far  as  we 
know,  unparalleled  in  medical  literature. 


To  Subscribers. — We  know  that  the  times  are  hard,  and  money 
in  the  country,  scarce.  While  we  will  be  pleased  at  all  times  to  re- 
ceive remittances  for  subscriptions,  it  is  not,  by  any  means,  a  con- 
dition to  continuing  the  Journal.  If  any  find  it  inconvenient  to 
remit  at  present,  and  desire  to  continue  the  Journal,  we  will  take 
ever  so  much  pleasure  in  extending  all  the  time  they  want,  to  pay 
for  it.  At  the  close  of  the  Journal  year,  we  made  out  and  mailed 
all  bills ;  and  again,  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  volume.  This  is 
simply  business,  and  no  one  should  consider  himself  specially 
dunned.  If  convenient,  remit :  if  not,  drop  a  card,  and  you  shall 
have  all  the  indulgence  you  want.  We  do  not  want  any  patron  to 
stop  the  Journal  simply  because  he  cannot  pay  for  it  in  advance, 
or  even  at  the  end  of  the  Journal  year.  While  we  are  not  Bond- 
holders, we  are  able,  and  more  than  willing,  to  carry  our  subscri- 
bers over  another  year — such  as  desire  it.  Send  along  your  names, 
for  the  new  volume  just  beginning  with  this  number. 


A  Sample  Mail.  —  The  following  are  extracts  from  letters 
received  by  one  mail  (Sunday  p.  m.,  July  17);  in  addition,  there 
were  nine  other  remittances  without  comment.  This  will  give 
some  idea  of  the  estimation  in  which  the  Journal  is  held 
by  the  better  element — the  educated  and  liberal  minded  mem- 
bers of  the  profession.  That  our  efforts  in  behalf  of  organiza- 
tion are  thoroughly  appreciated,  and  are  telling,  we  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  prime  movers  in  nearly  all  the  recent  county  or- 
ganizations are  staunch  supporters  of,  and  subscribers  to  the  Jour- 
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xal.  This  may  te  better  understood  by  comparing  the  present 
size  and  number  of  medical  organizations  in  Texas,  with  the  status 
three  years  ago. 

Flatonia,  July  14. 
"  I  like  our  Texas  representative  very  much;"  find  enclosed,  etc. 

B.  W.  Bristow. 

Baird,  July  16. 

"  I  am  receiving  the  Journal  regularly,  and  like  it  very  much; 
enclosed  please  find,  etc." 

D.  J.  Wilson. 
Marlin,  July  16. 
"  I  take  pleasure  in  renewing  my  subscription  to  your  very  inter- 
esting Journal  for  another  year.    Enclosed,  etc." 

R.  C.  Nettles. 

 Texas,  July  15. 

"My  wife,  as  well  as  myself,  read  the  Journal  with  a  great  deal 
of  pleasure."  J.  W.  S. 

Corsicana,  July  14. 
"It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  enclose  herewith,  my  subscrip- 
tion for  another  year.     Wiil  send  contribution  shortly." 

W.  Caston. 

Kildare,  July  15. 
"Enclosed  find  P.  O.  M.  Order  ($2),  for  which  send  me  the  Jour- 
nal for  another  year.    May  it  always  flourish." 

T.  W.  CONNERLY. 

DelRio,  July  15. 
"I  beg  leave  to  offer  my  sincere  congratulation  on  the  con- 
tinued success  of  the  Journal.    I  enclose  P.  O.  M.  Order  to  renew 
my  subscription.  E.  G.  Nicholson. 

Bosqueville,  July  14. 
"I  enclose  $2;  my  subscription  for  another  year.    I  like  the 
Journal  very  much.    /  would  ?wt  be  without  it." 

R.  F.  Minnock. 

ElPaso,  July  15. 
"The  Journal  gets  better  and  better  all  the  time.  Enclosed 
please  find,  etc."  J.  T.  Harrington. 
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The  Texas  and  Southwestern  Druggist,  Waco,  Texas,  is  one 
of  our  sprightliest  exchanges.  It  is  gotten  out  in  good  style,  and  is 
doing  good  service  in  organizing  the  druggists  of  Texas,  and  advo- 
cating a  higher  pharmacy.  The  Druggist  is  advocating  a  college 
of  pharmacy  in  Texas.    Success  to  it. 


the  treatment  of  internal  haemorrhoids  in  situ. 
Dr.  Q.  A.  Shuford,  of  Tyler,  Texas,  has  invented  an  anal  specu- 
lum, a  cut  and  description  of  which  are  given  in  our  advertising 
pages,  which  he  claims  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  use  in  the  treat- 
ment of  internal  haemorrhoids.  Instead  of  causing  the  patient  to 
strain  till  the  tumor  or  tumors  are  extruded  beyond  the  anal  sphinc- 
ter, or  dragging  them  out  by  means  of  tenaculum,  either  of  which 
process  causes  pain,  and  afterwards  congestion  and  soreness,  it  is 
claimed,  that  when  the  speculum  is  introduced,  and  the  plug  with- 
drawn the  tumors  are  exposed  and  can  be  injected  in  situ,  by  means 
of  a  hypodermic  with  a  long  needle  made  especially  for  the  pur- 
pose. Dr.  Shuford  claims  good  results  from  the  following  formulae, 
thus  used: 

R  Glycerole  of  Boracic  Acid  3iv 
"        "    Salicylic   "  q\v 
Carbolic  Acid  pure  3 iii    Mix:  rub  tho- 

roughly in  a  mortar.    Let  stand  in  vial  till  it  clears. 

After  a  thorough  evacuation  ot  the  lower  bowels  the  speculum  is 
introduced,  oiled,  of  course,  and  three  to  five  drops  of  the  mixture 
are  to  be  injected  into  small,  and  five  to  eight  drops  into  large 
haemorrhoids.  The  center  of  the  pile  should  be  chosen  for  the  in- 
sertion of  the  needle,  and  the  fluid  should  be  slowly  injected,  the 
point  being  turned  about  if  it  be  a  large  tumor.  "The  tumor  will 
become  atrophied,  shrink  up,  and  peel  off,"  says  the  doctor,  "about 
the  fourth  or  fifth  day,"  He  recommends  that  the  injection  be  re- 
peated if  necessary,  every  eight  or  ten  days;  meantime  the  patient 
should  bathe  the  part  freely  in  hot  or  cold  water,  and  use  such 
emolient  applications  as  will  relieve  any  resultant  soreness.  It  is 
claimed  for  this  method  that  the  treatment  does  not  interfere  with 
business — the  patient  being  up  and  about  as  usual. 

Dr.  McLaughlin  informs  us  that  while  at  the  Polyclinic  in  New 
York  recently,  Prof.  Wyeth  called  his  attention  to  the  above  formula 
which  was  hung  on  the  wall  in  print,  informing  him  that  it  was 
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recommended  and  used  by  Dr.  Shuford  of  Texas,  and  that  it  was 
in  daily  use  in  the  Polyclinic,  with  good  results,  and  recommended 
the  class  to  take  a  memorandum  of  it. 


Our  distinguished  townsmen,  Drs.  T.  J.  Tyner  and  T.  D.  Wooten, 
will  attend  the  International  Congress,  and  Dr.  Wooten  has  already 
gone  north.  Dr.  Tyner  will  leave  August  i,  to  attend  a  special 
course  at  the  N.  Y.  Post  Graduate  Medical  College,  prior  to  the 
meeting  of  the  Congress. 


Dr.  Frank  Litten,  of  Austin,  who  graduated  at  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  Philadelphia,  last  session,  and  who  remained  until  uow  in 
the  Hospital  there,  has  returned,  and  will  engage  in  practice  with 
his  father,  Dr.  J.  M.  Litten,  one  of  the  old  residenters  of  Texas. 


Yellow  Fever, — The  latest  advices  give  (July  14)  no  cases  and 
30  deaths  from  yellow  fever  at  Key  West.  Hospital  steward  Wells 
has  recovered.  It  was  reported  that  the  fever  had  made  its  ap- 
pearance at  Memphis,  but  Dr.  Thornton,  President  Board  of 
Health,  officially  denies  the  report. 


Resident  Students  in  the  Charity  Hospital  at  New  Orleans. 
Under  the  laws  of  Louisiana,  none  but  Louisiana  students  are  eli- 
gible to  appointment  as  resident  students  in  this  noble  Charity. 
At  last  meeting  of  the  Louisiana  State  Medical  Association,  Dr. 
Jos.  Jones  introduced  a  resolution  that  the  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion memorialize  the  General  Assembly  to  change  the  law,  throw- 
ing the  doors  open  to  all  students  by  competitive  examination. 


A  MEDICAL  WORK   BY  A  TEXAS  PHYSICIAN. 

Dr.  B.  E.  Hadra,  of  Austin,  has  written  a  work  "Lesions  of  the 
Pelvic  Floor,"  which  is  being  published  as  a  serial  in  the  Medical 
Register.  When  completed,  it  will  appear  in  book  form.  It  is  pro- 
fusely illustrated.  We  look  to  see  much  credit  awarded  the  Doc- 
tor for  the  work:  it  possesses  much  merit  in  the  way  of  originality, 
a  rare  quality  these  days,  and  is  a  reflex  of  his  own  personal  expe- 
rience. 
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Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen  is  taking  a  very  active  part  in  the  crusade 
against  intemperance,  and  has  made  some  telling  speeches  in  favor 
of  the  prohibition  amendment  to  the  constitution.  At  Austin,  and 
at  Belton,  the  Doctor  was  greeted  with  the  largest  and  most  enthu- 
siastic audiences  of  ladies  that  ever  turned  out  to  hear  any  one 
speak,  a  compliment  which  he  much  appreciates. 


Delicate  Sensibilities. — It  seems  most  extraordinary  that  some 
physicians,  men  who  have  character  and  standing,  will  receive  a 
Medical  Journal  month  after  month,  for  a  year  or  more,  and  when  a 
mild  and  courteous  intimation  is  given,  that  it  takes  money  to  pub- 
lish such  Journal,  will  resent  it  as  an  insult,  and  vety  curtly  reply  : 
i:I  never  subscribed." 

How  delightful,  by  contrast,  the  kind  words  of  appreciative 
readers,  as  shown  in  the  few  extracts  elsewhere  given  :  and  the  fol- 
lowing, which  has  since  been  received,  from  a  stranger(?) 

Columbus,  July  21,  1887. 

My  dear  Sir  and  Friend: 

It  seems  strange  to  me,  that  instead  of  your  dunning  me,  I  have 
to  dun  you  for  my  bill.  However,  enclosed  find  P.  M.  O.  Order  for 
amount  due  to  date,  and  if  you  please,  continue  my  subscription. 

With  the  kindest  wishes  for  your  health,  continued  usefulness 
and  welfare,      I  remain,  truly  your  friend, 

J.  M.  B  


We  notice  that  the  Kentucky  State  Medical  Society  adopted  at 
its  last  session  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  the  recent  published  attack  upon  the  personal 
reputation  of  Dr.  Dudley  S.  Reynolds  is  unfounded  and  unjust. 

Resolved,  That  the  Kentucky  State  Medical  Society  in  regular 
session  assembled,  bear  testimony  to  the  high  professional  and  so- 
cial standing  of  Dr.  Reynolds,  and  repel  the  aspersions  against  a 
physician  who  for  fifteen  years  has  ranked  among  its  foremost 
members." 

And  has  it  come  to  this  that  even  so  classical  an  exponent  of 
the  good,  the  true  and  the  beautiful  as  Dudley  S.  Reynolds,  must 
needs  suffer  aspersion  and  calumniation  ? 

St.  Louis  Weekly  Review. 
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^DVERTISER^'  NOTICES. 


We  call  attention  to  the  new  advertisements  in  this  issue.  Please 
read  them  carefully. 


The  Long  Island  College  Hospital.  The  regular  term  will 
commence  September  28,  and  continue  till  March  14,  1888.  The 
Reading  and  Recitation  term  will  commence  March  15,  and  con- 
tinue till  June  15  .The  hospital  and  dispensary,  in  which  16,000  pa- 
tients were  treated  in  1886,  are  in  the  same  building  as  the  college, 
and  two  to  threte  hours  are  daily  devoted  to  clinical  teaching  and 
physical  diagnosis.  Recitations  and  quizzes  are  held  throughout 
the  course.  Special  instruction  is  given  without  cost  in  diseases  of 
the  Eye,  Ear,  Throat,  Nose,  Spine,  and  Nervous  System.  Gyne- 
cology and  midwifery  students  have  access  and  receive  instruction 
at  large  hospitals  devoted  to  each  of  these  branches.  The  Hoag- 
land  Laboratory  is  within  fifty  feet  of  the  college,  where  instruction 
is  given  in  Bacteriology,  Pathology  and  Microscopy. 


Papoid  is  a  new  drug,  from  the  tropical  fruit  carrica  papaia,  and 
is  used  in  dyspepsia  and  diphtheria  as  a  substitute  forpepsine,  and 
in  the  same  manner  and  dose.  It  is  said  to  be  perfectly  harmless. 
See  advertisement  of  Johnson  &  Johnson. 


Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate,  or  Phillips'  Syrup  of  Wheat 
Phosphate,  added  in  the  proportion  of  a  teaspoonful  to  a  glass  of 
iced  water  and  sweetened  to  the  taste,  makes  a  most  refreshing  and 
invigorating  dinner  beverage  this  sultry  weather;  it  relieves  fatigue 
instantly,  and  recuperates  the  lost  nerve  force,  from  hard  work  or 
study — try  it. 


Benefactors. — We  are  of  opinion  that  the  manufacturing  drug- 
gist who  puts  up  the  pretty  little  sugar  coated  pill  is  a  benefactor 
to  the  profession  and  to  the  sick.  A  physician  can  scarcely  want 
or  think  of  a  combination  of  drugs  most  in  use  that  he  will  not  find 
them  already  prepared,  in  the  proper  dose  and  in  the  elegant  form, 
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offered  by  Park,  Davis  &  Co.,  Sharp  &  Dohme,  Wyeth  &  Bro.,  and 
Warner  &  Co. 


Nestle's  Food,  sweet,  and  pleasant  to  the  taste,  and  soluble  in 
water;  and  containing  the  elements  of  wheaten  flour  and  milk,  is 
just  the  food  for  the  teething  baby  this  hot  weather. 

The  Rocky  Mountains  !  The  fame  of  Denver  as  a  health  resort 
and  a  rail  road  center,  renders  it  very  attractive;  and  the  idea  of 
combining  business  with  a  pleasure  trip  to  that  wonderful  country, 
can  be  entirely  realized  in  a  course  of  medical  lectures  at  the 
Gross  Medical  College,  (the  Medical  Department  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  University,  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Colorado.) 
The  clinical  facilities  of  this  enterprising  school  are  first  class, 
there  being  at  all  times  a  large  floating  population  and  many  health 
seekers.  The  belt  of  country,  of  which  Denver  is  the  mistress, 
includes  the  wonder  region  of  North  America — Idaho,  Montana, 
Wyoming,  Nevada,  Colorado,  New  Mexico  and  Arizona,  and  pre- 
sents conditions  of  climate,  peculiar  diseases,  and  modified  forms 
of  disease  found  nowhere  else  in  the  Union.    See  advertisement. 


Boston,  June  9,  1887. 

Jerome  Kidder  Manufg.  Co., 

Gentlemen — I  have  one  of  your  tip  batteries  which  I  have  used 
for  upwards  of  five  years  and  for  the  first  time  I  find  a  repair  needed. 
I  believe  that  for  range,  regularity  and  smoothness  of  current,  and 
therapeutic  scope  your  battery  is  unsurpassed,  while  for  convenience 
it  certainly  has  no  equal. 

If  I  can  insert  the  platina  myself,  please  send  it  and  I  will  remit 
promptly. 

Yours  very  truly. 

Robert  A.  Reid, 

Editor  Mass.  Med.  Journal. 


Sharp  &  Dohme,  the  reliable  and  progressive  Manufacturing 
Chemists  of  Baltimore,  "hold  the  fort"  another  year  on  our  front 
cover.  Sharp  &  Dohme's  manufactures  are  now  as  famous  as 
"Squibbs"  once  were.    Send  for  a  sample  of  their  compressed  hy- 
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podermic  tablets,  the  most  convenient  and  useful  invention  since 
the  syringe  itself  was  invented. 


Jno.  Wyeth  &  Brother  are  offering  the  profession  a  very  great 
convenience  in  the  way  of  compressed  tablets  and  triturates  of  all 
the  new  and  of  all  the  powerful  drugs — the  dose  of  which  is  so 
small  as  to  render  a  careful  division  of  the  highest  importance  to 
prevent  your  killing  somebody.  These  are  made  with  the  utmost 
care,  and  are  readily  soluble  in  a  few  drops  of  water.  What  an  im- 
provement on  the  old  way  of  carrying  a  solutio7i  of  each  medicine; 
now  you  can  carry  twenty  doses  of  twenty  kinds  in  your  hypo- syr- 
inge case. 


Arkansas  Industrial  University,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. — We 
call  attention  of  our  readers  to  this  advertisement,  and  suggest 
that  a  postal  card  to  Dr.  R.  S.  Jennings,  the  secretary,  will  elicit 
full  information  of  importance  to  all  young  men. 


Prof.  J.  M.  Bodine,  M.  D.,  Dean  of  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  University  of  Louisville,  has  renewed  the  advertisement  of  that 
famous  Medical  School  with  us,  and  it  will  be  found  in  our  adver- 
tising pages.    We  call  attention  to  the  changes  therein. 

Are  You  Going  to  'Attend  Lectures  this  Fall? — This  is 
a  question  now  frequently  asked  by  and  of  certain  young  men 
who  ,  for  months,  have  been  poring  over  Gross  or  Gray.  If 
you  are,  before  deciding  where  to  go,  read  the  advertisement  of  the 
Alabama  Medical  College,  and  write  to  Prof.  G.  A.  Ketchum.  Mo- 
bile, with  her  beautiful  suburbs,  shady  drives,  acres  of  live  oaks, 
and  of  orange  orchards,  is  a  most  attractive  place  to  study  med- 
icine. 


"Coca"  has  maintained  its  reputation  as  a  powerful  nerve  stim- 
ulant, being  used  with  good  effect  in  nervous  debility,  opium  and 
alcohol  habit,  etc.  The  highly  variable  character  of  the  commer- 
cial drug  makes  it  uncertain  however.    Robinson's  Wine  Coca 

(see  page  )  we  believe  to  be  a  uniformly  active  article,  it 

being  prepared  from  assayed  leaves,  the  percentage  of  Cocaine 
being  always  determined  by  careful  assay. 
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The  Memphis  Hospital  Medical  College  announces  in  this  is- 
sue trie  next  regular  course  of  lectures,  to  begin  October  4,  1887. 
This  school  is  growing  rapidly  in  public  favor,  as  is  evidenced  by 
the  increase  in  its  classes,  there  having  been  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  matriculants  last  season,  an  increase  of  fifty  per  cent 
over  the  session  of  '85-6.  Send  for  catalogue  to  Prof.  W.  B. 
Rogers,  the  affable  and  able  Dean  of  the  College. 

Cincho  Quinine  is  admissable  in  many  cases  where  the  sulphate 
of  quinine  could  not  be  used,  agreeing  perfectly  with  the  most  deli- 
cate persons'  constitution,  producing  no  disturbance  of  the  brain 
or  stomach,  yet  retaining  all  the  anti-febrile,  anti-periodic  and 
tonic  effects  of  sulphate  quinine. 

I  Wolff,  M.  D.,  333  South  12th  Street. 

Philadelphia,  Penn.,  August  31,  1886. 
Messrs.  Doliber,  Goodale  &  Co.: 

Gentlemen: — I  have  been  using  Mellin's  Food  for  the  last  two 
years,  both  in  my  own  family,  as  well  as  in  my  practice.  My  suc- 
cess with  it  was  so  excellent,  that  in  all  cases  when  artificial  feed- 
ing of  infants  was  required,  I  would  use  no  other.  My  own  child 
has  prospered  under  its  use  beyond  my  fondest  expectations,  and  is 
the  envy  of  many  mothers  who  have  nursed  their  infants  on  the 
breast.  My  good  results  in  the  treatment  of  infantile  disorders  of 
the  alimentary  tract,  arising  from  the  great  heat  of  our  summers, 
dates  from  the  time  I  have  employed  Mellin's  Food  as  a  substi- 
tute for  milk,  and  I  now  undertake  such  cases  with  considerable 
less  hesitancy  than  I  used,  even  when  they  are  grave  and  I  am  called 
in  late  in  the  disease. 

In  a  series  of  comparative  experiments  as  to  the  nutritive  value 
of  the  different  foods,  as  judged  by  the  chemical  condition  of  the 
faecal  discharges,  I  found  that  the  smallest  amount  of  solid  residue 
in  equal  periods  was  obtained  by  only  two,  one  of  which  was  Mel- 
lin's, and  that  the  latter  gave  rise  to  less  offensive  discharges  than 
all  others,  proving  beyond  doubt  to  me  its  greater  nutritive  value 
over  all  other  artificial  foods. 

I  regard  it  as  the  ideal  "Liebig's  Food"  and  as  unrivalled  as  an 
artificial  nourishment  for  children. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

L.  WOLFF,  M.  D. 
Demonstrator  of  Chemistry,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Phila.,  Pa. 
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Pepsin  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  valuable  digestive  agents 
of  our  Materia  Medica,  provided  a  good  article  is  used.  Robinson's 

Lime  Juice  and  Pepsin,  (see  page  this  number)  we  can 

recommend  as  such. 

Notice. — This  Journal  is  on  file  at  King's  Medical  Advertising 
Agency,  779  Second  Avenue,  New  York,  where  advertisements  and 
subscriptions  may  be  placed  at  our  regular  rates. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  14,  1887. 
I  have  used  Massanetta  water  in  my  own  family,  and  in  the  fam- 
ilies of  a  number  of  my  patients,  for  malarial  diseases  and  nervous 
prostration,  and  can  truthfully  say,  that  it  has  exceeded  my  expec- 
tations in  every  case,  removing  chronic  malarial  disabilities  when 
other  remedies  had  failed.  I  have  found  it  the  most  useful  remedy 
in  Neuralgia,  simulating  Rheumatism,  that  I  ever  used.  I  there- 
for cherrfully  endorse  it  as  a  most  desirable  acquisition  to  the 
Medical  profession  for  the  treatment  of  the  above  named  diseases. 

Respectfully, 

\Ym.  S.  Janney,  M.  D. 

Fellow's  Compound  Syrup  Hvpophosphites  still  maintains  its 
superiority  as  a  nerve  and  general  tonic;  we  have  often  witnessed 
its  good  effects,  especially  on  anaemic  and  scrofulous  children. 
Advertisement  renewed  for  another  year.  This  wide  awake  firm 
appreciate  the  value  of  printer's  ink. 

THE  DISCUSSION  OF   MATERNAL  AND  WET  NURSING  AT  THE  MEETING 
Or  THE  NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE,  OCTOBER  1 8,  l886. 

By  Dr.  Simon  Baruch,  Attending  Physician,  N.  Y.  Juvenile  Asylum. 

In  the  discussion  of  Dr.  Winter's  paper  on  maternal  nursing  and 
wet-nursing  before  obstetrical  section  of  the  New  York  Academy 
of  Medicine,  October  18th,  1886,  Dr.  Simon  Baruch  said  :  "I  re- 
gard wet-nurses  as  an  evil  and  avoid  them  as  much  as  possible. 
These  people  are  frequently  capricious,  exacting,  mercenary,  and 
altogether  unreliable  ;  they  rule  the  household  with  an  iron  rod 
when  they  discover  that  they  are  indispensible.  Fortunately,  the 
subject  of  infantile  digestion  has  received  much  study,  the  prepa- 
ration of  foods  steadily  occupying  the  attention  of  our  chemists.  I 
believe  we  already  have  a  good  artificial  food  that  will  render  us 
independent  of  the  pest  of  the  household,  the  wet-nurse.    I  have 
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recently  had  some  happy  experience  with  this  preparation  called 
"Carnick's  Soluble  Food,"  composed  of  partially  predigested  des- 
sicated  milk  in  combination  with  wheat,  the  starch  of  which  is  con- 
verted into  the  unfermentable  and  easily  soluble  form  of  dextrine, 
which  I  propose  to  detail  to  you  briefly.  It  is  my  custom,  when  a 
child  is  born  in  the  Spring,  and  the  mother  is  unable  to  nurse  it,  to 
obtain  a  wet-nurse  and  keep  her  until  the  more  favorable  tempera- 
ture of  autumn  brings  exemption  from  summer  diarrhoeas;  then  dis- 
miss the  wet-nurse  if  she  is  not  altogether  agreeable  to  the  family, 
and  place  the  child  on  artificial  food,  which  until  recently  has  been 
simply  cow's  milk,  diluted  or  not,  as  the  case  required.  If  the 
child  is  born  in  autumn  or  winter,  I  have  not  hesitated  at  once  to 
resort  to  the  bottle,  if  there  is  much  difficulty  in  procuring  and  re- 
taining a  good  wet-nurse.  In  conclusion  I  would  refer  to  the  in- 
fant of  Mrs.  K  ,  born  March  24th,  1886  I  advised  against  ma- 
ternal nursing  on  account  of  the  mother's  health.  A  bottle  was 
used  for  three  weeks,  one-third  milk,  during  which  time  the  baby 
was  thriving.  An  anxious  grandmother  insisted  on  a  wet-nurse 
who  was  well,  with  the  exception  of  an  eczema  capitis  and  fauces, 
which  yielded  to  treatment.  Owing  to  unbearable  exactions  of  the 
wet-nurse,  which  distressed  the  mother  so  that  her  health  and  hap- 
piness became  jeopardized,  I  advised  the  discharge  of  the  wet- 
nurse,  and  removal  of  the  family  to  Long  Branch,  on  July  1st.  The 
child  was  now  fed  on  milk,  but  very  soon  a  summer  diarrhoea  de- 
veloped, with  chopped  spinach,  mucous  and  undigested  stools. 
This  refused  to  yield  to  various  modifications  of  the  diet  and  medi- 
cinal treatment.  It  occurred  to  me  to  resort  to  "Carnick's  Soluble 
Food,"  which  had  been  recommended  by  Dr.  J.  Lewis  Smith  for 
another  child  which  he  had  seen  with  me  recently.  All  medicine 
was  stopped,  with  the  result  of  a  complete  subsidence  of  all 
diarrhceal  symptoms.  Soluble  Food  has  been  his  exclusive  diet  up 
to  the  present  time,  and  he  is  now  in  perfect  health. 


I  have  had  very  successful  results  in  the  administration  of 
Bromida  in  cases  having  their  origin  in  disorders  of  the  nervous 
system,  such  as  cholera  infantum,  paralysis,  insomnia,  etc.  But  I 
find  it  to  be  of  special  value  in  treatment  of  delirium  tremens,  and  the 
results  of  debauch  ;  it  being  retained  upon  the  stomach  and  speed- 
ily controlling  the  most  dangerous  symptoms,  and  producing  the 
desired  calmness  and  sleep  necessary  when  morphia  and  other 
soporifics  have  failed  to  do  so,  and  thus  rendering  the  disorder 
amenable  to  further  treatment.  Have  also  prescribed  it  success- 
fully in  the  terrible  state  of  nervous  exhaustion  due  to  opium 
habitues  endeavoring  to  relinquish  the  habit.  And,  finally,  as  re- 
sult of  experience.  I  pronounce  it  the  "Hypnotic  par  excellence." 

W.  H.  May,  M.  D. 

20  West  24  Street,  New  York, 


ADVESTISEMENTS. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

PIL:  CHALYBEATE. 


PKOTO-CAEB:   IRON  3  GR. 


ttZZttZ?  S  Ferri  Sulph.  Fe  SO,  Ferri  Carb.  Fe  CO.,  j 
Co^Uwn^  |  potagg  c^rb  K  co    =PotasS-  gulph-  Kg  go,  } 

The  above  combination  which  we  have  successfully  and  scien- 
tifically put  in  pill  form  produces,  when  takeninto  the  stomach, 
Carbonate  of  the  Protoxide  of  iron  (Ferrous  Carbonate)  in  a 
quickly  assimilable  condition. 

This  Pill  contributed  to  make  the  reputation  of  Niemeyer,  and 
the  following  language,  which  speaks  without  comment  is  taken 
from  his  Text  Book  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Prof.  Niemeyer  says:  "For  more  than  twenty  years  I  have 
used  these  pills  almost  exclusively  in  Chlorisis,  and  have  wit- 
nessed such  brilliant  results  from  them  in  a  large  number  of 
cases  that  I  have  never  needed  any  opportunity  to  experiment 
with  other  articles.  At  Madgeburg  and  Greifswald  I  often  had 
li>  send  my  recipe  for  the  pills  to  a  great  distance,  my  good  for- 
tune in  the  treatment  of  Chlorisis — to  which,  by-the-by,  I  owe 
the  rapid  growth  of  my  practice — having  given  me  great  repute 
as  the  possessor  of  a  sovereign  remedy  against  that  disease/' 

The  dose  of  Pil:  Chalybeate  is  from  1  to  4  at  meal  times  and 
is  recommended  and  successfully  used  in  the  treatment  of  Pul- 
monary Phthisis  or  Consumption,  Anaemia  and  Chlorosis,  Caries 
and  Scrofulous  Abscesses,  Chronic  Discharges,  Dyspepsia,  Loss 
of  Appetite,  etc. 

B^The  physician  may  see  that  he  is  obtaining  exactly  what  lie 
prescribes,  by  ordering  in  bottles  containing  100  each. 

CAUTION. — Specify  Warner  &  Co.,  and  see  to  the  special 
marks  and  Autograph  on  wrapper.  The  coating  is  very  sol- 
uble, and  is  colored  a  delicate  pink. 

Pills  can  be  safely  sent  by  mail — discount  for  quantities. 


PEEPAEEL  SIT 

WM  IRa  W^-IE^IsriEIR,  &  CO,, 

SOLUBLE  COATED  PILLS  AS  A  SPECIALTY. 

1228  Market  Street.  Philadelphia)  (22  Liberty  Street,  New  "York. 
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HEMORRHAGE  OF  THE  MOUTH  IN  A  CHILD  AGED  9  DAYS,  AF- 
FECTED  WITH  STOMATITIS  PARASITICA— AUTOPSY 
AND  MICROSCOPIC  EXAMINATION. 


By  Dr.  Rudolph  Afenger,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Read  before  West  Texas  Medical  Association,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 
For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

AT  THE  last  meeting  of  the  West  Texas  Medical  Association 
at  San  Antonio,  a  well  attended  and  very  interesting  meet- 
ing was  had.  Besides  my  case  on  hemorrhage  of  the  mouth  in  a 
child  aged  9  days,  a  very  interesting  and  perhaps  unique  case  was 
related  by  Dr.  F.  HerrT,  in  which  he  operated  on  a  man  for  stone 
in  the  scrotum.  The  man  had  presented  himself  to  Dr.  Herff  with 
a  very  large,  tumor-like  scrotum,  of  hard  and  nodulated  appear- 
ance, and  he  had  agreed  upon  to  extirpate  the  entire  scrotum. 
When  the  knife  entered  the  tumor  dartos,  it  came  on  a  hard,  solid 
calcarious  mass,  occupying  the  space  of  the  cremaster,  or  rather, 
the  entire  cremaster  was  converted  into  a  solid  calcarious  mass  of 
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nodulated  form.  This  deposit  was  encapsulated,  and  so  hard,  the 
Doctor  said,  that  it  nearly  broke  his  knife  on  reaching  the  stony 
tumor.  The  testacies  were  found  to  be  entirely  normal,  and  were, 
of  course,  not  interfered  with,  after  removing  the  entire  stone,  and 
also  a  number  of  large  lymphatic  glands  in  the  inguinal  canal. 

R.  Menger. 

In  the  following  essay,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  record,  as 
near  as  possible,  the  details  of  a  rare  and  interesting  case,  in  which 
a  child,  aged  only  nine  days,  was  affected  with  a  very  profuse  hem- 
orrhage of  the  mouth,  and  hemorrhagic  extravasations  in  other 
organs.  The  hemorrhage  from  the  mouth,  which  was  a  persistant 
oozing  of  blood,  lasted  over  seventeen  hours  before  death  occurred. 

It  was  on  July  9th  when  I  was  called  to  attend  the  infant.  I 
found  it  in  a  very  precarious  condition,  and  bleeding  profusely 
from  the  mouth,  especially  from  the  tongue.  There  were  large 
blood-clots  in  the  mouth,  and  bleeding  points  along  the  rim  of  the 
gums  and  upper  palate.  The  gums,  cheeks,  both  sides  of  the 
tongue,  and  the  palate,  showed  several  granulated  and  rough  sur- 
faces, as  if  they  were  caused  by  some  corroding  substance,  per- 
haps some  acid  or  lye.  The  child  had  fever,  and  was  much  ema- 
ciated. After  ordering  ice  applications  to  the  mouth  and  abdo- 
men, and  a  mucilaginous  mixture  containing  ergot  and  catechu,  I 
left  the  child,  and  saw  it  afterward,  in  company  with  Dr.  Hertz- 
berg,  when  the  condition  of  the  child  was  found  no  better.  The 
blood  had  accumulated  in  quantities  in  the  mouth,  so  that  several 
large  clots  had  to  be  removed  with  some  difficulty.  The  abdomen 
was  now  very  hot  and  highly  tympanitic.  After  giving  further  in- 
structions, I  saw  the  child  twice  again,  when,  in  the  following 
morning,  I  was  told  that  it  had  succumbed  at  one  o'clock  at  night. 

As  the  case  proved  to  be  of  unusual  interest,  I  made  a  postmor- 
tem examination  the  same  morning,  July  10,  assisted  by  Dr.  Favre, 
the  result  of  which  is  as  follows:  Autopsy  about  nine  hours  after 
death.  Body  of  child  anaemic  and  emaciated;  thorax  weakly  de- 
veloped, showing  the  ribs  elevated  abnormally;  abdomen  much 
distended  and  tympanitic,  with  large  and  engorged  veins  running 
across  the  abdomen;  numerous  ecchymosis  and  petechias  on  body. 
The  following  is  the  general  appearance  of  the  mouth,  pharynx, 
larynx,  trachea,  oesophagus,  both  lungs,  heart,  liver  and  intestines: 
The  mucous  lining  of  the  lips,  cheek,  upper  and  lower  gums,  and 
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palate,  and  sides  of  the  tongue,  was  covered  in  different  places 
with  a  mass  of  granular,  curdy  substance,  of  brownish  color,  pro- 
truding more  or  less,and  firmly  adherent  to  the  mucous  membrane. 
The  tongue  was  covered  with  a  thick,  red-brown  and  bloody  sub- 
stance, of  spongy  appearance,  covering  nearly  the  entire  surface  of 
the  tongue.  This  mass  could  be  removed  with  a  scalpel  from  the 
tongue,  leaving  quite  an  even  surface  on  the  tongue. 

The  oesophagus,  which  had  been  opened  in  its  entire  length, 
showed  numerous  nodulated  protuberances,  caused  from  parasitic 
deposits  of  the  oidium  albicans ,  else  the  same  and  also  the  pharynx 
were  perfectly  normal,  without  the  least  signs  of  bloody  extravasa- 
tion. 

The  opened  larynx  and  trachea  contained  some  streaks  of  coag- 
ulated blood,  which,  it  appeared,  had  been  aspirated  from  the 
mouth. 

Both  lungs  were  congested  enormously,  and  of  hemorrhagic  ap- 
pearance on  the  surface;  heart  largely  developed,  else  apparently 
normal. 

The  stomach  was  distended  and  somewhat  congested;  the  liver 
congested;  bowels,  especially  ileum  and  lower  colon,  highly  en- 
gorged, and  of  general  hemorrhagic  appearance;  no  bloody  ex- 
travasation in  abdominal  cavity. 

Being  thus  far  highly  interested  in  this  case,  I  made  a  number  of 
microscopic  examinations  from  the  different  organs,  after  having 
them  hardened.  The  first  attempt  made  was  to  examine,  as  closely 
as  possible,  some  of  the  remnants  in  the  mouth,  especially  the  large 
red-brown  covering  of  the  tongue,  from  which  the  main  hemor- 
rhage of  the  mouth  seemed  to  have  started.  Glycerine  mounts 
from  this  deposit  showed  two  distinct  substances,  namely,  a  red- 
brown  body,  consisting  mainly  of  epithelial  elements  impregnated 
with  blood  corpuscles,  and  a  whitish  body  of  granulated  and 
amorphous  appearance,  consisting  chiefly  of  elastic  tissue,  epithe- 
lial elements,  and  large  quantities  of  a  fungus,  the  oidium  albicans, 
the  filament  and  spores  of  which  were  seen  projecting  in  different 
directions  throughout  the  masses.  Beside  these  bundles  and  fila- 
ments of  fungi,  there  were  swarms  of  bacilli  distributed  on  the  out- 
side of  the  epithelial  elements  among  a  large  number  of  blood 
corpuscles  and  detritus.    There  were  no  pus  corpuscles  present. 

The  blood  corpuscles,  and  most  of  the  other  elements,  were  of  a 
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granulated  character,  somewhat  retracted,  and  showed  better  after 
a  day's  masceration  in  glycerine  under  the  cover-glass. 

Tqe  next  effort  made,  was  to  determine  if  the  colored  surface  of 
the  tongue,  which  had  been  covered  with  the  above  red-brown  sub- 
stance, was  caused  by  hemorrhagic  infiltration.  Several  slides 
from  this  part  of  the  tongue,  and  also  from  deeper  parts,  showed 
that  the  muscular  fibres  were  of  yellowish-red  color,  and  impreg- 
nated with  remnants  of  extravasated  blood,  the  adjoining  tongue- 
tissues  being  normal. 

Particles  of  the  granular  substance  on  the  mucous  lining  of  the 
palate,  and  from  the  edge  of  the  tongue,  were  now  examined,  and 
the  result  was  that  they  showed  nearly  the  same  form  elements  as 
those  of  the  red-brown  deposits  on  the  tongue;  that  is:  epithelial 
elements  and  elastic  tissues  impregnated  with  the  filaments  and 
spores  of  the  oidium  albicans.  Particles  of  deposits  removed 
from  the  trachea  also  showed  that  they  consisted  of  granulated 
corpuscles  and  epithelial  elements. 

The  lung  tissue  showed  throughout  highly  engorged  vessels,  with 
some  blood  extravasation  in  the  inter-celular  spaces,  and  in  a  few 
alveoli;  no  tubercular  deposits. 

Now,  from  the  above,  it  is  evident  that  the  child  was  affected 
with  stomatitis  parasitica,  or  thrush,  which,  although  on  account  of 
the  hemorrhagic  condition  of  the  mouth,  could  not  be  distinctly 
diagnosed  ante  mortem.  Thrush  is,  as  we  know,  and  according  to 
the  statement  of  Cohen  in  Pepper's  System  of  Medicine,  a  minute 
granular  substance,  adherent  to  the  tissues  which  often  bleed  when 
the  substance  is  removed  forcibly.  In  children  much  reduced  by 
inanition  or  severe  disease,  much  of  the  deposit  soon  coalesces 
into  a  membrane  form  product,  grayish  or  yellowish  from  rarefac- 
tion of  the  air,  or  even  brownish  from  admixture  of  blood.  The 
characteristic  masses  under  microscopic  inspection  are  seen  to  be 
composed  of  the  filaments  and  spores  of  a  confervoid  parasitic 
plant,  the  oidium  albicans,  enclosing  altered  epithelia  in  various 
conditions.  This  parasitic  growth  does  not  become  developed 
upon  healthy  mucous  membrane  with  normal  secretory  products. 
Acidity  of  the  fluids  and  exuberance  of  epithelium  are  the  requi- 
sites for  its  production,  whatsoever  be  the  cause.  The  acidity  of 
the  fluids  irritates  the  mucous  membrane,  induces  irritation  and 
abnormal  proliferation  of  epithelium,  upon  which  the  spores  of  the 
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cryptogam  then  germinate.  The  disease  is  more  frequent  in  the 
first  two  weeks  of  life  than  later. 

Now,  the  main  point  of  interest  in  our  case  is,  and  the  question 
arises:  "What  produced  the  hemorrhage  in  the  mouth?"  Co.uld  it 
have  been  caused  by  the  fungoid  growths  or  the  bacilli,  as  no  such 
case,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  has  ever  been  recorded  in  such  deli- 
cate infancy;  or  can  it  be  said  with  any  certainty  that  it  was  pro- 
duced through  some  corroding  substance,  as  the  general  appear- 
ance of  the  mouth,  and  especially  the  microscopic  examination 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  different;  and  what  produced  the 
congested  condition  in  nearly  all  inner  organs  ?  Was  it  caused 
from  the  high  fever,  and  consequently  the  increased  blood  pressure? 
or  was  there  a  general  hemorrhagic  diathesis  or  haemophilia?  The 
latter  seems  to  me  to  be  more  plausible,  as,  according  to  the  moth- 
er's statement,  she  had  rubbed  the  child's  tongue  with  a  cloth  sat- 
urated in  salvia  tea  in  order  to  remove  the  thrush,  after  which  a 
bleeding  was  noticed,  and  it  is  well  possible  that  from  the  plethoric 
condition  of  the  infant,  a  rupture  of  the  delicate  vessels  on  the  de- 
nuded surface  of  the  tongue  was  caused,  with  uncontrolable  hem- 
orrhagic extravasations  in  the  superficial  and  deeper  tissues  of  the 
tongue.  As  far  as  the  family  history  is  concerned,  and  if  it  can  be 
trusted,  there  is  no  hereditary,  especially  no  hemorrhagic,  tendency 
either  in  the  parents  or  grand  parents,  although  the  mother  of  the 
child  has  been  subject  to  epistaxis  of  late.  The  family  consists  of 
eight  living  children,  all  apparently  healthy.  One  died  when  about 
two  years  old,  from  pneumonia.  The  mother  stated,  also,  that  the 
child  had  some  bloody  discharge  from  the  bowels  the  day  before  I 
was  called,  and  this  is  readily  corroborated  by  the  post  mortem 
examination. 

Dr.  William  Osier,  in  an  elaborate  treatise  on  haemophilia,  says: 
"The  hemorrhagic  diathesis  may  develop  in  children  or  members 
of  a  healthy  family  and  prove  fatal;  and  the  question  in  such  cases 
always  comes  up,  are  they  instances  of  haemophilia?  There  seems 
to  be  a  desire  to  limit  this  term  to  cases  of  an  hereditary  nature 
only;  but  when  a  child  shows  a  marked  tendency  to  multiple  hem- 
orrhages, spontaneous  or  traumatic,  which  tendency  persists  and  is 
not  merely  transitory,  and  particularly  if  there  are  joint  troubles. 
I  think  that  under  these  circumstances  we  have  a  genuine  case  of 
haemophilia;  and  such  a  child,  if  he  (it  is  more  likely  to  be  a  male) 
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survives  and  marries,  may  be  the  founder  of  a  bleeder  family." 
In  the  history  of  the  bleeder  families  we  frequently  come  back  to 
the  origin  in  a  person  born  by  a  healthy  stock  in  which  there  have 
been  no  hemorrhagic  tendencies.  On  the  other  hand,  single,  se- 
vere, uncontrolable  hemorrhages  in  children  or  adults  are  not  to  be 
ranked  as  haemophilia,  unless  there  have  been  other  features  point- 
ing to  the  existence  of  the  diathesis. 

In  looking  over  the  works  of  Virchow,  Wagner  and  Uhle,  Bock's 
Pathology,  Pepper's  System  of  Medicine,  Henoch's  work  on  dis- 
eases of  children,  Schmidt's  Jahrbucher  der  Medicin,  and  a  large 
number  of  journals,  I  find  only  one  account  described,  in  Hen- 
och's work,  in  which  a  child,  aged  four  years,  died  from  hemor- 
rhage of  the  mouth  and  nose,  and  this  child  had  been  afflicted  with 
tuberculosis,  the  post  mortem  examination  revealing  abundant 
miliary  tubercular  deposits  in  both  lungs,  on  the  pleura,  in  the 
spleen,  both  kidneys,  liver  and  lymphatic  glands.  Henoch  says 
that  he  himself  has  never  met  with  a  similar  case,  neither  before 
nor  after,  nor  could  his  friend,  Jacubusch,  find  a  similar  case  in 
the  literature. 

From  these  accounts  it  will  be  seen  that  the  above  case  of  hem- 
orrhage from  the  mouth,  in  a  nine  days  old  child,  is  a  most  rare,  if 
not  unique,  case  on  record;  and  I  therefore  desire  to  state  that  I 
feel  myself  amply  repaid  for  the  time  and  trouble  I  have  taken  in 
recording  the  same. 


AN  UGLY  ENTEROCELE :— OPERATION  AND  CURE. 


By  Frank  H.  Tucker,  M.  D.,  San  Augustine,  Texas. 


he  following  case  of  Enterocele  came  under  my  care  in  May, 


I  1883.  The  woman  was  twenty-eight  years  old,  mother  of  one 
child.  When  seven  months  advanced  with  her  second  pregnancy, 
she  jumped  from  a  wagon  in  rapid  motion,  felt  something  give  way, 
and  after  walking  a  few  hundred  yards  a  large  mass  presented  at 
the  vulva,  and  she  became  sick  and  faint,  and  thought  she  was 
about  to  abort.  She  sent  for  a  mid-wife,  who  put  her  to  bed,  and 
the  tumor  disappeared.    Upon  assuming  the  upright  posture  the 


[.For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal.] 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOllRNAL. 


4' 


tumor  appeared  at  the  vulva  again.  When  I  was  sent  for,  upon 
examination  I  found  a  large  mass,  that  came  down  to  the  right  of 
the  uterus,  posterior,  and  to  the  right  of  the  bladder.  I  replaced 
the  tumor,  and  told  her  I  could  do  nothing  for  her,  advised  recum- 
bent posture  for  next  two  months,  and  admonished  her,  and  the 
midwife  to  be  sure  that  the  hernia  was  reduced  when  labor  came 
on.  She  went  to  full  term,  and  had  a  normal  labor.  Three  months 
after  her  confinement  she  applied  to  me  again,  clamorous  for  some 
relief,  as  the  tumor  was  very  large,  and  could  not  be  kept  up.  I 
tried  Fowler's  and  many  other  pessaries  but  failed  to  prevent  de- 
scent of  intestine.  I  finally  told  her  and  her  friends,  that  I  had  no 
guide  for  an  operation,  and  explained  fully  the  danger  of  an  oper- 
ative procedure,  but  would  attempt  to  relieve  her,  with  full  consent 
of  all  concerned,  after  fully  apprising  her  of  the  danger  and  prob- 
able failure. 

In  November  of  said  year,  I  proceeded  to  operate  in  the  follow- 
ing manner  :  Placed  her  on  an  inclined  plane,  head  down,  in 
Sim's  position,  had  perineum  retracted  by  a  Sim's  speculum,  made 
an  incision  over  tumor,  carefully  dividing  tissues  down  to  ring  of 
hernia,  the  tumor  was  reduced,  and  the  intestines  held  in  place  by 
armed  rods  of  whale-bone  in  the  hands  of  assistants.  I  then 
brought  the  ring  together  in  a  double  fold,  and  stitched  straight 
across  the  fold  with  a  continuous  suture,  which  left  a  considerable 
flap  below  the  sutures  to  slough.  I  then  removed  a  piece  of  the 
vagina  a  little  larger  perhaps  than  the  protruded  tumor  over  the 
hernia.  I  then  passed  a  ligature  around  the  circular  opening, 
bringing  it  out  near  the  point  of  entrance,  drew  the  ends  together, 
after  the  manner  of  an  old  fashioned  work  bag,  until  a  very  small 
circular  opening  was  left,  through  which  was  inserted  a  drainage 
tube.  I  then  packed  all  around  the  tube  with  absorbent  cotton, 
previously  dipped  in  boro-glycerine.  Here  ended  the  operation, 
— and  one  that  was  very  difficult  and  unsatisfactory.  I  was  not 
sure,  that  the  intestines  had  escaped  injury,  and  I  know  the  perito- 
neum had  been  wounded  in  the  operation. 

Twenty-four  hours  after  operation  found  patient  suffering  intense 
pain,  temp  1030,  vagina  very  sensitive,  so  much  so,  that  I  had  great 
difficulty  in  removing  the  cotton  packing,  after  removal  however, 
and  irrigation  with  warm  carbolized  water,  the  patient  was  more 
comfortable,  a  violent  pelvic  peritonitis  followed,  and  her  condition 
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for  ten  days  was  very  precarious;  on  the  twelfth  day  opened  a 
pelvic  abscess  that  had  pointed  in  Douglass'  cul-de-sac  on  the  right 
side,  at  the  same  time  opened  a  labial  abscess  that  had  formed  on 
left  labium,  caused  perhaps  from  bruising  by  instruments,  washed  out 
abscess  cavity  daily  with  bi-chloride  solution  1=4,000  strength . 
From  this  date  patient  steadily  improved,  and  at  the  end  of  three 
months  discharged  perfectly  well,  and  entirely  relieved  of  the  En- 
trocele. 

While  the  final  result  in  this  case  was  good,  I  would  be  slow  to 
do  the  operation  again,  yet  I  am  inclined  to  believe  the  operation 
in  more  skillful  hands  would  be  justifiable. 


A  COUNTRY  DOCTOR'S  FIRST  CASE  OF  SURGERY. 


By  Jt.  H.  Day,  M.  D.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  Ex-President  Louisiana 
State  Medical  Association. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

COUNTRY  DOCTORS,  generally  esteemed  as  occupying  an 
J  inferior  position  among  the  educated  city  fraternity,  are 
nevertheless  an  important  integral  part  of  the  medical  profession; 
and,  although  their  medical  training  and  hospital  advantages  are 
greatly  superior  now  to  what  they  were  a  half  century  ago,  still 
they  must  yet  necessarily  commence  their  professional  career 
lacking  that  solid  experience  which  inspires  confidence  in  the 
hour  of  danger  and  grave  emergencies. 

Whatever  there  can  be  gleaned  from  the  experience  of  one  who- 
has  passed  half  a  century  amid  the  labors  and  responsibilities  of  a 
country  medical  practice,  and  rescue  from  oblivion  the  facts  and 
incidents  that  will  instruct  and  encourage  the  undervalued  country 
doctor,  and  that  will  add  something  of  value  to  the  general  his- 
tory of  medicine,  should  be  acceptable,  as  it  must  be  useful  to  all 
classes  of  physicians. 

Impelled  by  an  honorable  consideration  for  my  future  profes- 
sional success  in  life,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1837,  I  left  my 
native  State  (Maryland),  where  society  was  fixed  and  stable,  and 
every  household  had  its  regular  and  abiding  family  doctor,  leaving 
but  slender  and  [fortuitous  opportunities  for  the  young  graduate, 
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however  well  prepared,  ever  to  succeed  in  practice  and  rise  to  dis- 
tinction in  his  profession,  and  cast  my  lot  in  the  young  and  grow- 
ing State  of  Illinois,  and  in  the  beautiful  little  town  of  Mt.  Carmel. 
Here  society  was  mixed,  constituted  of  people  from  the  different 
States  of  the  Union  and  of  the  several  nations  of  Europe,  and 
constantly  added  to  by  fresh  immigrants  from  these  same  sources. 

In  this  new  field,  professional  competition  was  open  and  more 
equal,  and  occasions  frequently  transpired  to  develop  talent  and  to 
test  the  mental  strength  and  qualifications  of  the  disciples  of  Es- 
culapius. 

The  narration  of  the  following  case,  with  its  incidents,  will  serve 
to  illustrate  and  exemplify  their  nature,  as  also  the  trying  respon- 
sibilities connected  therewith: 

My  first  case  of  surgery  presented  itself  in  1839,  being  requested 
by  Dr.  A.,  living  some  ten  or  twelve  miles*  distant,  to  perform  an 
amputation  for  him.  It  was  a  thigh  amputation,  and  being  my 
first  attempt,  never  before  having  ever  amputated  even  a  toe  or  a 
finger,  I  may  be  pardoned  for  relating,  briefly,  some  of  the  inci- 
dents, and  my  own  feelings  on  that  thrilling  occasion. 

First,  then,  the  subject  was  a  young  (white)  female,  very  delicate 
and  greatly  emaciated  from  an  extensive  chronic,  scrofulous  ulcer- 
ation of  the  left  leg,  and  well  marked  pulmonary  tuberculosis;  lia- 
ble on  that  account  to  make  the  operation  a  failure — and  the  pos- 
sibility, and  even  probability,  that  she  might'die  while  undergoing 
the  operation.  Secondly,  the  operation  had  to  be  done  at  the 
patient's  home,  twenty  miles  distant  in  the  country,  with  no  con- 
veniences, except  of  the  most  primitive  character,  such  as  could 
be  improvised  under  the  unfavorable  surroundings  of  the  locality, 
and  with  the  assistance  only  of  the  attending  physician  (who,  by 
the  way,  was  a  most  Stirling  man  and  a  skillful  practitioner  of  med- 
icine, but  with  only  the  anatomical  advantages  |which  had  been 
derived  by  attendance  upon  one  course  of  lectures  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania),  together  with  a  few  neighbors,  drawn  hither 
by  curiosity  to  witness  what  they  had  never  before  seen. 

Under  such  conditions,  with  the  performance  of  what  was  then, 
and  is  still,  regarded  as  a  capital  operation,  a  young  country'doc- 
tor,  without  any  practical  experience,  was  to  make  his  debut  on 
the  field  of  operative  surgery.    My  feelings  can  well^be  imagined 
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by  those  of  the  profession  who  have  been  subjected  to  a  similar 
ordeal. 

Standing  beside  my  pale  emaciated  patient,  I  realized  my  awful 
responsibility,  and  felt  it  to  be  a  moment  of  supreme  effort,  my 
fears  and  resolutions  alternately  in  the  supremacy.  Fortunately, 
when  attending  medical  lectures,  I  had  given  special  and  close 
attention  to  anatomy  and  dissections,  and  I  was  conscious  I  could 
rely  upon  my  familiarity  with  the  anatomy  and  relation  of  the  parts 
to  each  other,  as  well  as  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  masters  in  sur- 
gery for  the  performance  of  such  operation  ;  but  in  despite  of  me> 
I  would  become  tremulous  and  almost  giddy  when  my  mind  pic- 
tured the  cleaving  knife,  the  quivering  muscle  and  the  streaming 
blood  of  the  poor  exhausted  female  before  me, — and  perhaps  to 
die  from  shock,  exhaustion  or  hemorrhage  under  the  operation.  I 
turned  quickly  about  to  banish  my  timid  thoughts  and  regain  my 
waning  manhood.  I  must  and  will  be  equal  to  the  demands  of  this 
occasion,  or  forfeit  my  self-respect  and  all  aspirations  or  hope  of 
future  success  in  my  chosen  profession.  Advancing  to  my  patient's 
side  with  a  firm  step,  I  suggested  that  she  should  take  some  whis- 
key and  laudanum  with  the  view  of  stimulating  and  bracing  her  up 
to  bear  the  operation;  but  she  resolutely  refused,  saying,  she  knew 
that  the  pain  of  the  operation  could  not  equal  the  suffering  which 
she  had  borne  for  months  past,  and  that  she  had  prepared  her  mind 
to  see  and  bear  it  all. 

Such  cool  and  determined  courage  inspired  me  with  hope  and 
confidence,  and  the  arrangements  and  prepartions  being  ready, 
she  was  slipped  down  over  the  foot  of  the  bed  upon  which  she  was 
lying,  and  yielding  to  her  wishes,  her  head  and  shoulders  were  well 
elevated,  her  legs  resting  upon  two  chairs  supported  by  assistants, 
I  at  once  proceeded  to  amputate  by  the  circular  method,  taking  off 
the  limb  very  high  up  to  avoid  the  diseased  tissues. 

I  omit  details,  not  to  be  tedious.  Let  it  suffice  to  say,  that  the 
operation  was  completed  secundum  artem  without  a  mishap  or  a 
balk,  the  arteries  ligated,  and  the  stump  dressed.  It  was  a  success 
— a  country  doctor  had  triumphed  over  his  fears,  and  achieved  a 
success  under  the  most  unfavorable  and  unpropitious  conditions, 
of  which,  even  our  learned  and  distinguished  city  surgeons,  might 
well  be  proud. 

The  patient  made  a  good  recovery  from  the  operation,  and  for 
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several  months  her  general  health  apparently  improved;  she  gaining 
in  flesh  and  spirits.  The  following  winter,  however,  her  lung  trou- 
ble became  aggravated,  from  which  she  died  about  twelve  months 
subsequent  to  the  operation. 

This  case  is  now  reported,  not  as  possessing  any  particular  merit 
in  and  of  the  operation,  per  se,  since  such  operations  are  not  of 
infrequent  occurrence,  but  is  given  as  a  contribution  to  the  surgi- 
cal history  of  this  century,  collected  from  the  experience  of  an  ob- 
scure country  doctor;  important  and  instructive,  as  his  first  effort 
in  surgery,  and  on  account  of  the  discouraging  and  unpropitious 
conditions  attending  it,  and  its  favorable  termination  notwithstand- 
ing; and  secondly,  to  encourage  country  doctors  to  cultivate  inde- 
pendence of  thought  and  self-reliance  in  their  manhood;  but 
above  all  to  impress  upon  their  minds  the  inexorable  necessity 
and  absolute  duty  of  being  thoroughly  prepared  and  grounded  in 
the  knowledge  of  anatomy  and  the  fundamental  principles  of  gen- 
eral medicine,  that  they  may  win  a  proud  success,  and  by  their 
work  and  lives  honor  the  noble  profession  that  so  munificently 
honors  them. 


AS  ENEMY  OF  THE  BOVINE  ATTACKS  THE  HUMAN  FAMILY. 


By  G.  W.  Christian,  M.  D..  Burnet,  Texas. 


illev  McLean,  a  boy  of  six  years,  was  brought  me  in  the 


V  V  spring  of  1886.  He  was  having  chills  and  fever  irregularly. 
Bloated  all  o/er,  but  no  ascites.  Complexion  sallow.  Bowels  ir- 
regular. Appetite  capricious,  a  brown  coat  on  tongue.  Was  stiff 
in  all  his  joints  and  had  transient  pains,  mostly  in  hip  at  this  time. 
The  pains  continued  though,  and  he  would  cry  for  hours  with  pains 
in  different  parts  of  the  body.  Cholagogue  cathartics,  diuretics 
and  diaphoretics,  tonics  and  antiperiodics  improved  the  general 
health,  but  had  no  effect  upon  the  pains  and  stiffness  of  the  joints, 
nor  were  alteratives  and  anti-rheumatics  more  successful. 

The  sufferings  of  the  child  continued  with  increasing  severity 
until  this  spring,  when  the  pains  were  confined  to  the  back.  A 
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swelling  which  was  taken  for  a  boil  appeared  and  was  not  differ- 
entiated until  the  appearance  of  a  grub,  known  here  as  the  Heel 
Fly.    Its  exit  was  speedy  followed  by  perfect  health. 

Now  as  to  how  this  enemy  gained  access  into  the  child,  all  is- 
conjecture.  Possibly  eating  raw  beef  containing  the  embryo.  My 
idea  is  that  he  got  it  in  his  mouth,  by  a  deposit  of  eggs  having 
been  made  on  some  parts  of  his  body  and  conveyed  to  his  mouth 
by  his  hands.  He  may  have  caught  the  fly  and  got  the  eggs  on 
his  hands  in  that  way.  I  think  the  cow  gets  the  larvae  as  the  horse 
gets  the  grubbs;  by  licking  themselves  they  convey  the  eggs  to  the- 
mouth  and  thence  to  stomach. 

Will  some  one  suggest  how  to  make  the  diagnosis  and  treat  such 
cases  in  the  future?  This  is  the  third  case  that  has  occured  within, 
my  knowledge. 


ANOTHER  CASE  OF  LIVE  MAGGOTS  WITHIN  THE  NASAL  CATITY 

AND  PHARYNX. 


N  FRIDAY,  the  17th  of  June,  I  was  called  to  A.  B.,  male,. 


\_y  aged  18,  suffering,  as  I  was  told,  from  severe  neuralgic  pains 
of  left  side  of  face.  I  found  patient  in  a  comatose  condition,  pulse 
140,  temperature  io4,  oozing  of  bloody  serum  from  nose.  On  in- 
spection of  throat,  after  forcibly  opening  his  mouth,  observed  ton- 
sils and  uvula  oedematous  and  imflamed;  soft  palate,  bulged  out,, 
covering*  last  molar  teeth.  Had  vomited  up  two  live  maggots  just 
before  my  arrival.  This,  and  my  experience  in  reported  former 
case,  satisfied  me  as  to  nature  of  case,  and  immediately  initiated 
treatment  accordingly. 

A  female  catheter,  containing  a  quantity  of  calomel,  perhaps  one 
drachm — I  inserted  into  the  nostrils  to  near  the  posterior  nares, 
and,  forcibly  blowing  into  the  tube  from  without,  I  endeavored  to 
scatter  the  drug  as  near  the  worms  as  possible.  The  same  was 
done  by  placing  the  instrument  through  the  mouth  behind  the  soft 
palate.  After  the  lapse  of  perhaps  one  hour,  in  a  fit  of  coughing 
and  sneezing,  three  worms  were  expelled,  a  few  minutes  afterwards 


By  F.  A.  Schmitt,  M.  D.,  Schulenberg,  Texas. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL.  47 


twenty,  and  within  two  hours  after  instituting  treatment  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  seven  maggots  had  been  made  sick  enough  to  leave 
their  hiding  place. 

The  boy  had  now  regained  consciousness,  and  I  advised  a  strong 
solution  (mixture)  of  quinine  and  water  to  be  injected  into  the 
nasal  cavities  every  hour.  On  calling  the  next  day,  eighty-four 
more  worms  had  been  expelled  from  mouth  and  nose,  several  had 
been  found  in  the  bedding,  and  quite  a  number  in  a  watery  evacu- 
ation from  the  bowels,  which  he  had  had  a  few  hours  alter  my  de- 
parture— probably  in  consequence  of  the  action  of  absorbed  and 
swallowed  calomel — so  that,  in  all,  over  three  hundred  worms  had 
lodged  within  him,  being  nearly  the  number  (350)  which  had  been 
expelled  in  my  former  reported  case.  Nine  hours — from  2  p.  m.  to 
to  11  p.  m.,  were  required  to  displace  them. 

The  worms,  in  this  case,  having  seemingly  had  but  time  to  prey 
on  superficial  structures  (mucous  membrane),  leaving  the  patient 
to  suffer  but  little  afterwards.  He  is  now  convalescent,  and  in  a 
few  days  will  be  restored  to  perfect  health. 


ON  THE  CONDUCT  OF  MEDICAL  SOCIETIES. 


A  Paper  Read  before  the  Terrell  Medical  Society,  by  Dr.  D.  R.  Wal- 
lace, August  7,  1887,  and  printed  at  the  special  request 
of  said  Society  members. 

Contributed  to  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  by  vote  of  the  Society. 

It  is  not  a  pleasant  reflection — I  am  almost  unable  to  bring  my- 
self to  realize  it — but  the  facts  are  becoming  so  many,  pointed  and 
troublesome  to  explain  upon  any  other  hypothesis,  I  guess  I  shall 
have  to  give  in  and  confess.  /  am  getting  to  be  an  old  man.  One 
whose  natal  year  was  emphasized  by  the  inauguration  of  John 
Quincy  Adams  as  the  sixth  President  of  the  United  States;  the 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  Brazil  by  Portugal;  the  cre- 
ation of  the  republic  of  Boliviar — Bolivar,  the  great  South 
American  Washington,  having  voluntarily,  and  against  the  wishes 
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of  a  majority  of  his  countrymen,  resigned  the  dictatorship;  the 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  Hayti  by  France;  the  opening 
of  the  Erie  Canal;  the  illumination  of  the  City  of  New  York  by 
gas; — events  which,  in  our  time,  begin  to  recede  into  the  dim  and 
shadowy  past — I  say,  one  whose  natal  year  was  marked  by  such 
events  cannot  boast  of  being  a  very  young  ?nan.  If  I  have  suc- 
ceeded in  proving  what  you  would  have  been  quite  willing  to  take 
my  word  for,  corroborated  by  the  evidence  of  your  eyes,  that  I  am 
an  old  man,  I  trust  I  may  presume  to  claim  one  of  the  old  man's 
privileges  (he  hasn't  many),  to-wit:  that  of  giving  advice  to  his 
juniors  in  regard  to  matters  they  most  probably  know  much  more 
about  than  he  does.  You  all  recollect  the  anecdote  of  the  wife 
belaboring  her  husband,  and  when  asked  what  she  was  doing,  the 
husband  replied  for  her:  u  Oh,  let  Betsy  alone — it  does  her  a  power 
of  good,  and  does  not  hurt  me  a  bit/"  Similarly,  it  does  us  old  mem- 
bers of  the  profession  a  power  of  good  to  advise  you  younger  ones, 
makes  us  feel  like  we  are  indeed  Nestors  for  the  time  being,  the  re- 
positories of  the  wisdom  of  three  generations,  and  does  not  hurt 
you  a  bit. 

I  know  it  is  much  easier  to  preach  than  to  practice;  to  give  ad- 
vice than  follow  it.  There  is  that,  also,  about  advice  giving,  that, 
being  a  modest  man,  I  dislike  very  much — may  say,  is  quite  offen- 
sive to  me.  It  is  this:  it  carries  along  with  it  a  sort  of  implied 
claim  to  superiority  which,  I  beg  to  assure  you,  I  am  very  far  from 
feeling.  It  seems  to  say  or  to  savor  of  something  like  this:  "Lis- 
ten to  me;  I  am  wiser  than  you;  I  know  something  you  do  not,  but 
which  you  would  be  the  wiser  for  knowing." 

With  these  playful  preliminaries,  intended  to  disarm  your  criti- 
cism, and  introduce  more  gracefully  what  is  to  follow,  I  proceed  to 
the  task  I  propose  to  myself — only  observing,  what  you  doubtless 
would  find  out  without  my  calling  your  attention  to  it,  that  not  the 
least  effort  will  be  made  at  fine  writing,  or  to  please  the  fancy  by 
any  display  of  rhetoric.  I  shall,  in  as  few  words  and  as  plain  lan- 
guage as  I  can  command,  place  you  in  possession  of  some  thoughts 
deemed  worthy  of  your  attention — mainly  the  suggestions  of  my 
own  observations,  and  reflections  upon  the  best  method  of  conducting 
a  7>iedical  society  so  as  to  make  the  meetings  result  in  most  benefit  to  the 
membership. 
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I  need  not  detain  you  to  insist  that  every  member  shall  come 
prepared  to  say  something,  to  contribute  his  share  to  the  general 
interest.  What  that  something  is  to  be,  should  not  be  left  to  chance 
to  determine,  but  should  be  the  selection  of  quiet  deliberation,  as 
to  what  will  be  of  most  benefit  to  himself  and  others.  Having 
made  his  selection,  he  should  have  a  clear,  clean  cut  conception,  a 
definite  picture  of  the  matter  before  his  mind's  eye.  Having  such, 
he  will  find  no  trouble  in  expressing  it  clearly  and  in  the  fewest 
words.  Vividness  of  conception  suggests  strong,  pointed  and  ex- 
pressive language. 

It  is  related  of  the  great  Athenian  general,  Phocim,  who,  al- 
though not  a  professional  orator,  was  no  mean  rival  of  Demosthe- 
nes, that  he  was  observed  on  one  occasion  just  before  going  to  an 
assembly  of  the  people,  rapt  in  profound  thought.  Asked  upon 
what  so  intently  engaged,  he  replied,  "1  was  trying  to  shorten  my 
speech."  His  brief,  caustic,  sententious  speeches  were  the  dread 
of  his  great  rival,  and  wrung  from  him  the  expression,  upon  seeing 
him  come  into  the  public  assembly  on  an  important  occasion, 
"Here  comes  the  cleaver  of  my  harangues."  How  often  have  I 
thought  of  the  words  "trying  to  shorten  my  speech"  since  I  read 
them  in  Plutarch  nearly  half  a  century  ago.  When  listening  to 
some  wordy  speaker,  it  would  occur  to  me,  "this  good  man  has  not 
taken  time,  or  been  at  the  pains,  to  shorten  his  speech.  Wordi- 
ness arises  from  ignorance,  or  vagueness  of  conception,  which  is 
about  the  same  thing.  You  will  find  old  Socrates  was  light  in  say- 
ing "All  men  express  themselves  easily  enough,  and  with  all  needy 
clearness,  on  matters  in  regard  to  which  they  are  well  informed." 
The  degree  of  clearness  of  expression  is  the  exact  correlate  of 
clearness  of  idea. 

Where  shall  he  find,  how  select  his  subject  ?  Just  here  it  occurs 
to  me  a  great  mistake  is  made,  not  only  in  medical  societies  but  in 
other  learned  bodies  as  well.  It  is  all  too  common  to  select  sub- 
ject couched  in  big  high  sounding  words — to  make  a  grand  display 
— something  to  be  talked  about  as  an  Eighth  World's  Wonder. 
Surrounded  by  encyclopedias  and  other  learned  tomes,  it  may  not 
be  difficult  to  display  an  extent  of  knowledge,  and  to  marshall 
learned  terms  and  rounded  sentences  to  the  great  admiration  of  the 
ignorant  many,  but  to  the  thoughtful  well-informed  few,  such  displays 
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are  generally  simply  words,  sound,  air  in  motion; — simply  this  and 
nothing  more. 

Were  it  not  the  wiser,  more  sensible  course,  for  a  member  of 
society  like  yours  to  select  some  case  from  his  case  book,  in  the 
management  of  which  he  was  at  sea,  some  case  in  which  the  ob- 
scurity or  contradictory  character  of  the  symptoms  left  him  in 
doubt  what  course  to  pursue,  or  again  some  case  in  which  the 
patient  died,  when  he  thought  he  should  have  gotten  well, — all 
medical  men  meet  such, — state  his  case  fairly,  give  his  treatment 
frankly,  and  learn  if  he  can,  by  conference  with  his  fellows,  what 
course  they  would  have  pursued  under  the  circumstances,  and  why 
his  treatment  failed; — all  done  in  a  common  sense  way  and  in  few 
plain  words.  Be  not  afraid  of  exposing  your  ignorance; — sensible 
people  never  are,  when  they  wish  to  learn.  It  is  the  fool  that  would 
make  believe  that  he  knows  it  all.  Sensible  people  would  rather 
seem  to  know  less  than  they  do. 

Again  you  all  read,  or  ought  to,  current  medical  literature.  It  is 
chaffy,  you  say,  like  Gratiano's  reasons.  "As  two  grains  of  wheat, 
hid  in  two  bushels  of  chaff,  you  shall  seek,  all  day  ere  you  find 
them,  and  when  you  have  them,  they  are  not  worth  the  search." 
All  this  is  true  enough ;  yet  medical  journals  are  not  more  worth- 
less than  other  periodicals.  It  is  in  this  way  the  world  moves, — 
ten  thousand  abortive  efforts,  for  one  short  step  of  advance;  ten 
thousand  theories  and  speculations  for  one  small  truth.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  medical  man  to  the  extent  of  his  natural  endowments 
to  give  his  patrons  the  benefit  of  all  that  is  known  to  the  profession. 
This  he  can  do  in  this  age  of  material  progress,  of  unprecedented 
advance  in  the  development  of  the  physical  sciences  that  make  up, 
or  are  auxilary  to,  the  great  science  of  medicine  from  which  is 
derived  the  healing  art,  only  by  constant  reading,  intense  study  and 
close  observation. 

In  order  to  make  his  reading  most  instructive,  the  reader  should 
turn  it  over  in  his  own  mind  and  compare  his  conclusions  with 
those  of  his  fellows.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  there  is  no  member  of 
the  Terrell  Medical  Society  who  reads  so  little,  thinks  so  little  of 
what  he  reads,  or  who  meets  so  little  in  his  daily  work,  at  the  bed- 
side and  elsewhere,  that  puzzles  him,  as  not  to  have  some  such 
matter,  as  above  indicated,  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  his  fellows 
at  every  meeting.  If  there  be  such  a  one,  he  is  too  indolent  or  self- 
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posing  to  be  a  doctor,  and  we  may  as  well  turn  him  over  to  Vol- 
taire's definition  of  a  medical  man,  as  "one  who  pours  drugs  of 
which  he  knows  little,  into  stomachs  of  which  he  knows  less.  The 
trouble  is  not  the  lack  of  such  matter  and  cases,  but  a  sort  of  habit- 
ual indifference  of  observation  into  which  a  class  of  medical  men 
fall,  than  which  there  is  nothing  more  fatally  obstructive  to  profes- 
sional progress.  When  a  physician  ceases  to  observe,  he  ceases 
to  grow,  and  when  he  ceases  to  grow,  he  begins  to  die. 

Right  here  I  hazard  an  assertion, — one,  some  of  you  will  hesitate 
to  believe  ;  will  receive,  if  at  all,  cum  grano  sa/is.  It  is  this  : — 
If  such  member  will  come  to  every  meeting  of  your  society  with 
some  practical  matter  to  submit,  some  practical  enquiry  to  make, 
some  item  of  practical  information,  gleaned  from  his  reading  or 
the  result  of  observation,  to  relate — wasting  no  time  in  wordy  de- 
clamation,— your  society  will  soon  grow  into  such  interest,  that  the 
members  will  not  only  not  willingly  absent  themselves  from  its  meet- 
ings, but  will  look  forward  to  them  with  an  intensity  of  desire  and 
expectation  that  will  bring  them  together  in  gladness,  make  them 
spend  the  time  in  profit,  and  go  away  feeling  it  was  good  to  be 
there  ; — the  result  being,  you  will  have  what  you  never  had — a  live 
medical  society,  instead  of  one  having  a  name  to  live  while  it  is  dead. 

I  know  whereof  I  affirm.  I  was  once  a  member  of  such  medical 
body.  It  was  immediately  after  the  war  of  the  States,  the  members 
were  hungry  for  professional  information.  They  had  been  almost 
entirely  cut  off  from  the  usual  sources  of  current  medical  knowl- 
edge for  some  years;  had  in  fact  been  in  a  manner  remitted  to  their 
own  observation  and  experience.  After  the  society  had  been  in 
existence  about  a  year,  meeting  weekly  for  most  of  the  time,  one 
of  the  members  frankly  confessed  to  having  obtained  more  practical, 
working  information  from  his  fellows  of  the  society  and  his  study 
and  preparation  to  meet  them  in  discussion,  than  he  acquired  during 
two  (2)  courses  of  lectures  he  attended  in  the  University  of  New 
York. 

Now,  gentlemen  doctors,  lam  quite  sensible  here  is  a  very  pretty 
place  to  round  to  and  stop;  that  I  have  said  quite  enough  for  the 
occasion;  but  I  am  tempted — and  the  temptation,  as  is  too  com- 
monly the  case  with  us,  weak  mortals,  is  too  much  for  me,and  I  have 
a  word  more. 

There  is  no  one  quality,  more  fundamentally  important  to  pro- 
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fessional  men  generally,  (I  might  make  the  statement  include  all 
trades  and  avocations)  but  to  members  of  the  healing  art  especially, 
than  the  cultivation  of  what  the  French  call  the  esprit  de  corps> 
professional  pride,  a  disposition,  as  the  apostle  of  the  Gentiles 
termed  it,  to  magnify  mine  (their)  office;  and  a  kindly,  fraternal, 
sympathetic  feeling  for  each  other.  I  speak  of  a  proper  esprit  de 
corps  and  kindly  feeling  of  brotherhood  as  the  same,  for  they  are 
one  and  inseparable.  Every  professional  man  who  loves  his  work 
for  his  works  sake,  loves  his  fellow-workers.  No  man  ever  made  a 
doctor,  whatever  his  opportunities  or  endowments,  who  practiced 
the  healing  art  for  the  money  in  it.  Such  a  one  may  get  practice, 
may  make  money,  but  a  doctor,  never.  Than  the  quality  now 
under  consideration  there  is  nothing  that  I  know  of — 

"Aught  that  ever  I  could  read, 
Could  ever  hear,  by  tale  or  history," 

that  tends  so  directly  to  inspire  a  feeling  of  respect  for  the  profes- 
sion, to  build  it  up  in  popular  estimation  and  in  the  confidence  of 
the  community; — nothing  that  contributes  so  much  to  the  comity 
and  amenity  of  professional  intercourse.  I  will  not  say  there  is  no 
other  means  of  cultivating  this  most  desirable,  indispensable,  pro- 
fessional virtue,  but  I  will  say,  there  is  no  other  equal  to  a  properly 
conducted  medical  society,  where  the  members,  freed  from  all 
embarrasments  and  reservation,  can  fully  and  frankly  express  their 
convictions  and  exchange  views  one  with  the  other.  It  at  once, 
and  forever,  antidotes  and  stamps  out  that  spirit  of  cold  isolation 
and  censoriousness  from  which  spring  envy,  jealousy,  detraction 
and  the  whole  brood  of  vices  and  littleness  that  derogate  so  much 
from  professional  standing  in  popular  estimation,  and  mar  so  sadly 
the  intercourse  of  the  members  one  with  another.  It  is  a  great 
mistake  to  suppose  that  people  in  this  world  are  not  generally 
estimated  at  their  true  value.  The  complaint  is  sometimes  heard 
that  the  healing  art  is  not  properly  appreciated;  its  members  not 
honored  as  they  deserve.  It  is  a  mistake.  No  true  medical  man 
so  feels.  The  healing  art  is  appreciated;  its  members  held  at  all 
they  are  worth.  Show  you  deserve  it,  and  the  world  will  honor  you; 
appreciate  your  high  calling,  and  the  world  will  appreciate  it  too; 
Esteem  each  other  and  the  world  will  esteem  you.  Give,  and  it 
shall  be  given  and  you  shall  have  in  abundance.    As  in  the  domain 
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of  charity,  so  in  this  calling  of  ours:  There  is  that  giveth  yet  in- 
creasing, there  is  that  withholdeth  more  than  is  meet,  but  tendereth 
to  poverty.  I  had  occasion  some  years  ago  to  use  these  words,  in 
a  paper  read  before  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  and  I 
beg  to  repeat  them  in  your  presence. 

"That  the  physician,  who  is  one  in  fact  as  well  as  in  name,  is 
entitled  to  consideration  among  his  fellows,  nobody,  either  in  or 
out  of  the  profession,  doubts.  That  the  members  of  the  profession 
at  large  are  not  appreciated  as  the  typical  physician  should  be,  is 
granted;  but  do  these  who  bear  the  name,  and  who  claim  to  share 
the  honors  of  the  profession,  approach  it  in  those  elements  of 
severe  culture,  scientific  attainments  and  moral  elevation  which  go 
to  make  up  this  distinguished  character?  In  the  development  of 
sociological  nomenclature,  the  medical  is  named  a  liberal  profes- 
sion, and  its  members  are  spoken  of  as  belonging  to  the  learned 
class.  Is  such  classificaiion,  such  recognition,  indicative  of  fact, 
or  of  usage  of  society  that  has  become  conventional  and  meaning- 
less? That  there  are  numbers,  great  numbers,  of  educated  gentle- 
men in  the  profession  in  the  United  States  who  devote  their  lives 
to  the  acquisition  of  such  knowledge  as,  in  its  practical  application 
to  the  cure  of  disease,  confers  a  benefit  on  their  fellows,  the  value 
of  which  cannot  be  over-estimated,  is  a  fact  which  should  cause 
professional  pride  and  congratulation.  But  it  is  no  less  true  that 
crowds  are  rushing  into  this  high  and  most  delicate  calling  as  the 
unthinking  horse  into  battle,  with  no  preparation  at  all  adequate 
for  the  discharge  of  its  arduous  duties,  and  which  preparation  is  in- 
dispensable to  meet  its  profound  obligations.  Many,  indeed,  rely 
for  such  success/as  their  ignoble  aspirations  lead  them  to  look 
forward  to,  upon  the  cultivation  and  excercise  of  such  bearing  to 
society  as  is  calculated  at  once  to  degrade  the  profession  and  to  de- 
bauch public  sentiment.  Conscious  of  no  worth,  knowing  them- 
selves to  be  mere  animal  fungi,  parasites  upon  the  body  social — 
fruges  eonsumere  nati — mere  consumers  of  the  public  bounty,  con- 
tributors in  no  sense  to  the  public  weal,  and  having,  therefore,  for- 
feited their  own  self-respect,  as  every  such  man  must,  is  it  reason- 
able for  them  to  claim  the  respect  of  others? 

When  looking  upon  one  of  these  self-important  creatures,  taking 
upon  himself  the  responsibilities  that  necessarily  attach  to  the 
character  of  the  physician,  and  claiming  at  the  hands  of  society 
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the  consideration  due  to  such  a  character,  with  none  of  the  cultiva- 
tion required  to  meet  the  one,  nor  any  of  the  elements  of  true  man- 
hood to  support  the  claims  of  the  other,  one  is  tempted  to  call 
down  upon  the  miscreants  the  old  anathema:  "Wherever  fire 
burns  or  water  runs;  wherever  ships  float  or  land  is  tilled;  wherever 
the  skies  vault  themselves,  or  the  lark  carols  to  the  dawn,  or  sun 
shines  and  grass  grows  in  his  rays;  wherever  God  is  worshiped  in 
temples  or  heard  in  thunder;  wherever  man  is  honored  or  woman 
loved — therefrom,  henceforth  and  forever,  let  there  be  to  him  no 
part  or  lot  in  the  honor  of  man  or  the  love  of  woman.  Let  Ixion's 
revolving  wheel,  the  overmantling  cup  at  which  Tantalus  might 
not  quench  his  unquenchable  thirst,  the  insatiate  vulture  gnawing 
at  the  immortal  heart  of  Prometheus,  the  rebel  giants,  writhing  in 
the  volcanic  fires  of  Etna — be  but  faint  types  of  his  doom." 


MORE  ABOUT  THE  INTERNATIONAL  CONGRESS  AND  RAILROAD 

RATES. 

The  following  letter,  from  Major  Means,  general  passenger 
agent  Piedmont  Air  Line,  will  be  read  with  interest  by  those  who 
contemplate  going  to  Washington  to  the  International  Congress,  or 
for  other  purposes: 

Houston,  Texas,  August  6,  1887. 

F.  E.  Daniel,  M.  D.: 

Dear  Sir: — Your's  to  hand.  You  can  assure  the  physicians  of 
Texas  that  there  is  not  a  shadow  of  danger  in  going  through  New 
Orleans.  If,  perchance,  yellow  fever  s/wu/d prevail  in  New  Orleans, 
I  will  have  tickets  cancelled,  and  send  passengers  via  some  other 
route.  Have  sent  circulars  to  all  delegates,  and  will  call  on  most 
of  them  next  week. 

*  *  I  have  succeeded  in  making  a  round  trip  rate  of  one  and 
one-third  fare,  which  will  make,  from  Austin,  round  trip  rate, 
$53.55;  San  Antonio,  $57,40;  Houston,  Brenham,  Milano,  Waco, 
Fort  Worth,  Dallas,  etc.,  $51.20.  This  is  much  less  rate  than  I 
expected  to  have  made. 

Am  making  arrangements  for  through  sleepers  from  Houston  to 
Washington;  and  will  arrange  for  delegates'  comfort  at  all  eating 
houses.  Yours  respectfully, 

J.  M.  Means. 


AD  VER  TISEM ENTS. 


AN  EFFECTIVE  ANTACID  AND  APERIENT. 

MILK  OF  MAGNESIA. 

A  Hydrated  Fluid  Magnesia  (Mg  H2  02.) 
In  the  Acid  Diarrhoea  of  children,  cholera  infantum,  vomiting-  in  pregnancy,  food 
souring  on  the  6tomach,  or  whenever  an  antacid  or  aperient  is  requh'ed,  it  will  be 
found  a  superior  agent.  No  concretions  as  from  the  calcined  or  distention  from  the 
carbonated  forms.  Desirable  combinations  may  be  effected  with  Tixct.  Opiu.v. 
Catechu,  Rhubarb,  etc.   

Attention  is  Also  A*ked  to 

PHILLIPS'  WHEAT  PHOSPHATES  (Acid) 

(A  solution  of  the  Acid  Phosphates  of  Potash.  Magnesia.  Lime  and  Iron.) 
As  meeting  the  requirements  in  diseases  resulting  from  Faulty  Nutrition,  It  is  giv- 
ing most  satisfactory  results  in  Convalescence  from  Fevers  and  other  acute  diseases, 
also  in  Impotency,  Spermatorrhea.  Nervousness.  Sleeplessness,  and  the  Debility  of  GUI 
Age.  A  desirable  menstruum  in  which  to  give  Ca.lisaya,Quinia,Stnjclinia,  Nux  Vomica 
and  the  other  bitter  tonic6. 

Also  put  up  in  Syrup  (Phillips'  Syrup  Wheat  Phosphates.) 

PHILLIPS' 

FH0SPIZ0-MUR1ATB  OF  QUININE, 

(Compound.) 
A  Reliable  General  Tonic  and  Antiperiodic. 
An  elegant  combination  of  our  SYR.  WHEAT  PH<J^PHAT?JS  with  Quinine. 
Iron,  and  Strychnia.  (The  muriate  of  Quinine  is  employed  because  of  its  marked 
advantages  over  the  Sulphate  or  Bi-Sulph,  in  its  acceptability  to  the  stomach,  its 
greater  strength,  and  its  much  greater  solubility.)  It  is  particulai-ly  recommended 
in  cases  requiring  a  (ienei  al  ToTiic-in  Fevers  and  Xervons  Disorilers-in 
diseases  due  to  Malarial  Poisoning- or  to  a  constitutional  or  acquired  detect  in 
Xutrition— and  in  organic  or  functional  diseases  of  the  Throat  and  Tiling*. 

ESS!*?  £?d  LJ.\e,r  °Jl  Emillsi011-  i  The  Chas.  H.  Phillips  Chemical  Co, 

Phillip's  Digestible  Cocoa.  \  30  Pi»tt  street,  yew  York.  


The  Summer  Campaign. 

rpHE  most  effective  diet,  not  medicine,  the  Medical  Prof  ession  can  use  in  contending 
-1-    with  Cholera  Infantum,  Dysentery  and  all  intestinal  complaints,  is 

NESTLE'S  MILK  FOOD. 

It  is  the  most  suitable,  safe  and  nourishing  diet  when  the  above  named  ailment? 
threaten  infant  life.  We  quote  again  from  Ziemssen's  Cyclopcedia,  vol.  7,  on  the 
treatment  of  Cholera  Infantum: 

"When  the  Mother's  Milk  is  Insufficient,  Nestle's  Milk  Food 
is  alone  to  be  Recommended." 

The  above  quotation  is  about  as  strong  and  emphatic  as  the  English  language  wiil 
permit,  and  we  add  thereto,  that  if  physicians  will  order  infants  under  their  care  to 
use  Nestle's  Food  as  a  diet  during  hot  weather,  in  connection  with  medical  treat- 
ment, they  will  win  in  the  fight  with  summer  complaints. 

Since  we  published  the  above,  and  other  important  testimony,  three  years  ago. 
commending  Nestle's  Food,  several  proprietors  of  infant  foods  have  felt  that  tthey 
also  must  say  something  about  Cholera  Infantum,  or  go  to  the  wall.  -^^1%.^ 

Notwithstanding  all,  Nestle's  Food  Is  the  physician's  sheet  anchor,j  during  the 
heated  term. 

Pamphlet  by  Prof.  Leibert,  giving  full  information,  and  sample,  sent  on  applica- 
tion to 

THOMAS  LEEHIXCr  &  CO., 

Sole  Agents,  Mew  York. 

Note.— No  milk  is  requiied  in  preparing  Nestle's  Food,  only  water  used. 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


(liquid.) 


Prepared  according  to  the  directions  of  Prof.  E.  N.  Horsford, 
of  Cambridge,  Mass.  Universally  prescribed  and  recommen- 
ded by  physicians  of  all  schools. 


As  a  Substitute  for  Lemons  or  Lime  Juice. 

Acidulated  drinks  are  refreshing  at  all  seasons,  but  the  con- 
stant use  of  lemons  is  apt  to  interfere  with  the  regular  action 
of  the  bowels.  Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate,  with  water  and 
sugar  only,  makes  the  purest  and  most  wholesome  lemonade, 
and  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  safest  and  finest  curatives 
known.  It  thoroughly  quenches  thirst,  prevents  derangement 
of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  aids  digestion,  cures  lassitude,  re- 
lieves the  exhaustion  following  excessive  physical  or  mental 
labor,  and  invigorates  the  system.  Many  prominent  physicians 
have  used  Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate  in  their  practice,  and 
give  it  their  unqualified  approval. 


We  have  received  a  very  large  number  of  letters  from  physi- 
cians of  the  highest  standing,  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  relat- 
ing their  experience  with  the  Acid  Phosphate,  and  speaking  of 
it  in  high  terms  of  commendation. 

Physicians  desiring  to  test  Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate  will  be 
furnished  a  sample  without  expense,  except  express  charges. 
Pamphlet  free. 

PROF.  HORSFORD'S  BAKING  PREPARATIONS 

are  made  of  the  Acid  Phosphate  in  powdered  form.  They  re- 
store the  phosphates  that  are  taken  from  the  flour  in  bolting. 
Descriptive  pamphlet  sent  free. 


BUMFOHI)  CHEMICAL  WOUKS,  Providence,  E.  I. 
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If  the  ticket  is  sold  at  full  fare  going,  the  purchaser  must,  on  re- 
turning, procure  a  certificate  that  he  attended  the  Congress,  in 
order  to  entitle  him  to  the  one-third  rate;  but  we  apprehend  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Piedmont  Air  Line  to  sell  a  round  trip  ticket, 
good  to  return  within  so  many  days.  In  that  event,  no  certificate 
is  necessary.  Nor  is  it  necessary  that  one  should  be  a  delegate 
from  any  Association,  in  order  to  become  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gress. We  give  the  above  in  reply  to  numerous  inquiries  we  have 
received  from  members  of  the  Texas  State  Association  who  wish  to 
go  as  delegates. 


TRANSACTIONS  TEXAS  STATE  MED.  ASSOCIATION  FOR  1887. 


The  volume  of  Transactions  of  the  Austin  meeting  of  the  Texas 
State  Medical  Association  is  about  finished,  and  will  be  mailed  to 
members  and  exchanges  by  or  before  the  20th  August,  inst.  It 
makes  about  425  pages,  and  is  bound  in  paper — for  reasons  that 
none  can  appreciate,  except  the  Publishing  Committee.  It  was 
printed  by  Von  Boeckmann,  of  Austin,  at  $1  per  page  of  464  words, 
long  primer  type — the  cheapest  job  ever  turned  out,  considering 
the  quality  of  paper  and  work.  A  review  of  its  contents  will  ap- 
pear in  our  next.  We  take  occasion  here  to  say,  that  those  mem- 
bers who  have  not  paid  their  dues  for  three  years  or  more,  and 
whose  names  have  been  dropped  from  the  roll,  need  not  feel  dis- 
appointed if  they  fail  to  receive  the  volume;  nor  must  they  blame 
the  Secretary,  who  is  but  doing  a  bounden  duty. 


Tu  the  Congress. — As  an  item  of  interest  to  those  who  propose 
going  to  Washington  to  the  Medical  Congress,  we  will  state  that 
the  St.  Louis  delegates  are  going  via  the  O.  &  M.  Railroad,  and 
express  a  desire  to  have  those  from  the  South  to  join  them.  Re- 
duced rates  have  been  secured,  through  trains,  and  the  trip  through 
the  beautiful  Cheat  River  country  will  be  made  in  day  time;  also, 
will  pass  Harper's  Ferry  in  daylight.  The  excursion  will  leave  St. 
Louis  early  Friday  morning  September  2.  Address  G.  D.  Bacon, 
General  Passenger  Agent  O.  &  M.  R.  R.,  St.  Louis. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 


-COLLABORATCSS  s= 


E-  J.  Doerina,  M.  D.,  Chicago.  H.  O.  Marcy,  M.  £>.,  Boston. 

Geo.  Cupples,  M.  D.,  San  Antonio.  C.  K.  Gregg,  M.D.,  Mexico. 

Odo  Betz.  M.  D..  Germany.  R.  M.  Swearingen.  M.  D.,  Austin. 

E.  J.  Reali,  M.  D.,  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  C.  H.  Wilkinson.  M.  D..  Galveston. 

T.  C.  Otborn,  M.  D.,  Cleburne,  Texas.  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  M.  D.,  Austin. 

Wm.  Penny,  M.  D.,  New  York.  R.  H.  L.  Bibb,  M.  D.,  Mexico. 


THE  STATE  LUNATIC  ASYLUM,  AND  ITS  MANAGEMENT. 


Texas  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  her  splendid  eleemosynary  insti- 
tutions. The  magnificent  structures  and  grounds  of  the  several 
asylums,  are  pointed  to  with  pride,  and  evidence  abroad  andfcom- 
prehensive  philanthropy — in  keeping  with  the  advanced  civilization 
of  the  age.  Strangers  visiting  the  Capital  are  shown  these  institu- 
tions, as  amongst  the  greatest  of  its  attractions,  and  are  impressed 
not  only  with  the  greatness  of  Texas,  but  with  the  goodness  and 
humanity  of  her  rulers.  The  princely  appropriation  too,  each  year 
made  for  their  conduct  is  a  matter  of  boast,  and  is  highly  credita- 
ble to  the  State.  It  should  be  equally  a  matter  of  pride  that  they 
are  conducted  with  the  highest  degree  oi  executive  and  adminis- 
trative ability  and  professional  skill,  and  with  an  eye  single  to  the 
welfare  of  the  unfortunate  inmates,  and  the  glory  of  the  State, 
their  generous  patron. 

That  such  has  been  the  case  with  the  School  for  the  Blind,  and 
the  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  Mutes  we  have  not  heard  questioned  :  but 
for  some  reason,  the  Lunatic  Asylum  has  been  a  perpetual  sore. 
Ever  since  we  can  remember,  there  has  been  some  quarrel,  or  con- 
troversy, or  complaint  about  the  management  of  the  Lunatic  Asy- 
lum. 

Nov/,  this  is  a  subject  in  which  every  citizen  of  Texas,  and  cer- 
tainly, every  physician,  has  an  interest,  and  we  propose  to  discuss 
it  in  a  dispassionate  way,  and  with  prejudice  towards  none. 

What  is  the  reason  for  this  state  of  affairs  ?    Is  the  management 
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of  this  Institution  a  matter  so  difficult,  that  no  one  within  the 
broad  limits  of  Texas  can  be  found  competent  to  it  ?  Does  it  re- 
quire such  a  rare  combination  of  qualities  on  the  part  of  the  Super- 
intendent that  few  are  equal  to  the  task  ?  By  no  means:  The  an- 
swer is  quite  plain.    *    *    *  * 

Whatever  else  may  be  necessary  on  the  part  of  a  Superintendent, 
to  a  proper  discharge  of  the  duties — self-control,  it  seems  to  us.,  is 
an  indispensable  element.  On  general  principles  one  would  say 
that  a  man  who  cannot  control  his  temper,  and  who  will  undertake, 
— no  matter  what  may  be  the  provocation, — to  administer  corporeal 
punishment  with  his  own  hands,  to  one  of  the  employees,  is  cer- 
tainly deficient  in  one  of  the  requisites, — and  is  unfit  for  the  disci- 
pline of  the  demented,  the  insane  or  the  idiotic,  as  well  as  for  the 
management  of  the  business  of  the  Institution.  Leaving  out  of  con- 
sideration the  question  of  dignity,  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  a  super- 
intendent who  will  allow  himself  to  become  involved  in  a  personal 
wrangle  with  an  employee,  and  so  lose  his  head  as  to  throw  a  spit- 
toon at  the  other  man's  head — has  gotten  somehow  in  the  wrong 
pew.  This  act,  is,  in  itself,  sufficiently  disgraceful;  but  when  the 
world  reads — as  they  must  have  read  in  the  telegrams  sent  over  the 
wires  all  over  the  United  States  last  week,  that  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Texas  State  Lunatic  Asylum  had  been  fined  in  the  Justice's 
Court,  for  throwing  a  spittoon  at  the  head  of  a  nurse!  it  is  time  for 
the  eagle-bird  that  perches  on  the  banner  of  the  Lone  Star  State, 
to  hang  his  head,  and  swap  places  with  the  blue  jay. 

But,  as  serious  a  matter  as  this  is,  the  Honorable  Board  of  Man- 
agers— all  sensible  and  honorable  men,  have  given  it  an  indescrib- 
ably ludicrous  turn,  by  a  well  meant,  (no  doubt)  but  mistaken  at- 
tempt to  bolster  up  the  Superintendent.    Read  the  following. 

Supporting  Dr.  Dorsett. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Statesman: 

At  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  board  of  managers,  held 
yesterday  at  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  the  following  resolution  was 
unanimously  adopted: 

"Resolved,  That  after  a  careful  investigation  of  the  case  lately 
tried  in  Justice  Tegener's  court  against  Dr.  Dorsett,  the  superinten- 
dent of  this  institution,  for  throwing  a  spittoon  at  the  employe, 
George  Ellis,  the  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  Dr.  Dorsett  was 
justifiable,  and  he  is  hereby  exonerated  from  all  blame  for  his  action 
in  the  premises."  Osceola  Archer, 

President  of  the  Board  ot  Managers  of  State  Lunatic  Asylum. 
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Are  there  no  "rules  and  regulations"  for  the  government  of  em- 
ployees? or  do  these  rules  and  regulations  comprehend  "corporeal 
punishment",  and  direct  that  the  superintendent  shall  administer 
it?  Do  they  prescribe  the  mode  and  manner  of  its  administration  to 
be,  and  authorize,  the  promiscous  hurling  of  household  furniture  at 
off endi?ig  heads?  We  can  not  conceive  of  a  situation  where  a  digni- 
fied medical  officer,  on  a  large  salary,  in  charge  of  a  great  charity, 
of  a  great  State,  founded  for  the  protection  and  care  of  those  en- 
trusted to  his  keeping,  could  be  "justified"  in  throwing  a  spittoon,  or 
anything  else,  at  one  of  the  inmates.  Mr.  Archer,  and  his  board, 
might  have  had  their  sympathies  for  Dr.  D.  so  aroused  by  his  ac- 
count of  the  fracas — as  to  be  lead  to  excuse  him  for  a  sudden  burst 
of  passion,  in  which  he  did  a  weak  and  foolish  act —  out  of  charity 
for  all  human  weakness;  but  to  "justify"  him  in  hurling  a  spittoon 
at  the  head  of  a  hireling,  is  the  heighth  of  absurdity;  besides,  it  is 
a  dangerous  precedent,  and  should  be  rebuked.  What  was  the 
offence,  that  would  "justify"  such  an  act?  No  doubt,  a  very  grave  one; 
but  it  could  not  have  been  so  grave  as  to  be  beyond  remedy.  The 
superintendent  is  almost  an  autocrat;  he  could  have  called  a  guard, 
and  had  the  offender  confined;  he  could  have  easily  procured  his  dis- 
charge, or,  if  necessary,  had  him  properly  punished  for  his  insub- 
ordination— if  insubordination  were  the  offence.  We  say  dangerous, 
because,  an  offence  a  little  more  aggravating  might  "justify"  the 
hurling  of  a  looking  glass — or  a  bed  pan,  or  a  bedstead,  or  a 
cooking  stove,  or  any  other  article  of  furniture,  at  the  offender;-  or, 
one  of  the  inmates  might  be  seized  by  the  leg  by  the  irate  super- 
intendent, and  "everlastingly  worn  out"  over  the  back  of  the  unruly 
"sub";  and,  again, — if  his  aim  (to  say  nothing  of  his  intention)  had 
been  good,  the  superintendent  might  have  inflicted  a  dangerous, 
perhaps  fatal,  wound,  with  this  spittoon. 

There  is  another  view  of  it;  the  State  makes  appropriation  for 
furniture  for  this  institution,  but  so  far  as  we  know,  there  is  no 
provision  for  the  purchase  of  spittoons  for  belhgerant  or  throwing 
purposes. 

We  are  not  informed  of  the  particulars  of  Dr.  Johnson's  "charges," 
but  the  Statesman  says  they  allege  "  general  mismanagement."  It 
is,  perhaps,  unfortunate  that  Dr.  Johnson  is  an  unsuccessful  place- 
seeker  at  the  Asylum, — a  fact  which  will  doubtless  be  used  for  all 
it  is  worth.    But  there  is  perpetual  complaint  of  something  wrong 
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at  the  Asylum,  and  the  subject  has  gained  an  unpleasant  newspa- 
per notoriety.  Dr.  Dorsett  owes  it  to  himself,  and  to  the  State,  and 
to  the  people,  to  ask  a  thorough  investigation.  If  the  charges  are 
true,  the  duty  of  the  Executive  is  clear,  in  the  premises;  if  false, 
Dr.  D.  should  be  able  to  prove  their  falsity,  and  by  an  emphatic 
disproval  forever  put  the  matter  at  rest;  the  people  are  tired  of  it; 
and  the  absence  of  complaint  in  the  future  will  be  the  best  evi- 
dence that  can  be  adduced  in  his  support.  Shall  we  have  it?  If 
trivial,  or  brought  through  any  unworthy  motive,  the  Board  should 
not  entertain  the  charges.  But,  in  any  event,  whether  Dr.  D.  asks 
or  desires  it,  the  public  demand  an  investigation,  and  an  impartial 
and  thorough  one,  and  are  in  no  temper  to  be  put  off  with  any- 
thing else.  The  honor  and  dignity  of  the  State,  and  the  welfare  of 
these  unfortunate  people,  are  considerations  paramount  to  any  per- 
sonal rights,  privileges  or  benefits.  Where  there  is  so  much  smoke 
there  must  be  some  fire.  The  rumors  have  scarcely  died  out,  of 
this  Superintendent's  having  dismissed  as  cured,  within  a  few 
weeks  after  his  taking  charge,  one  of  the  most  violent  and  danger- 
ous maniacs  in  the  State — one  whose  re-arrest  and  re-committal  is 
said  to  have  cost  the  county  some  fifty  dollars.  Charity  seems  to 
have  thrown  the  mantle  over  that  matter,  and  the  people  hoped  for 
better  things;  hence,  they  were  not  quite  prepared  for  the  spittoon 
episode,  however  "justifiable"  the  honorable  Board  may  be  pleased 
to  pronounce  it:  another  "mantle  of  charity"  quite  misplaced. 

It  may  be  asked — why  has  not  some  person  moved  in  this  matter 
before,  and  brought  about  an  investigation  ?  The  reluctance  that 
most  men  have  to  becoming  informers,  as  well  as  the  indisposition 
to  antagonise  the  administration  has  no  doubt,  been  the  restraining 
influence.  Right  here,  we  will  do  Gov.  Ross  the  justice  to  say, 
that  Dr.  Dorsett's  appointment  was  made,  on  as  strong  endorsements 
as  any  man  could  furnish,  and  that  personally,  the  Superintendent 
was  unknown  to  the  Governor. 

The  following  editorial  from  the  Statesman  of  August  7th,  is  to 
point,  and  expresses  ours,  and  the  public's  sentiments  on  this  sub- 
ject: 

THE  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 

Now  that  Dr.  Johnson  has  publicly  preferred  charges  against  Dr. 
Dorsett,  superintendent  of  the  insane  aylum,  it  is  a  fitting  oppor- 
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tunity  to  set  at  rest  the  truth  or  falsity  of  the  various  and  disparag- 
ing rumors  concerning  the  management  of  the  asylum,  that  have 
been  bruited  about  for  some  time  past.  It  has  come  to  that  point, 
where  the  superintendent  himself  ought  to  demand,  as  the  public 
now  demands,  a  full,  complete  and  impartial  investigation.  This 
the  board  of  managers  have  no  right  to  deny  or  consent  to  post- 
pone, nor  can  they  afford  to  do  so  in  the  present  inquiring  state  of 
public  opinion. 

There  is  no  doubt,  that  since  the  day  Dr.  Dorsett  took  charge  of 
the  insane  asylum,  either  some  one  or  some  class  of  people  have 
been  ceaselessly  hounding  at  his  heels,  if  all  these  rumors  of  mis- 
management are  false;  or,  if  true,  that  there  is  a  screw  loose  some- 
where in  the  management  that  needs  tightening.  It  matters  not 
now  whence  the  rumors  have  come  ;  they  have  gained  publicity, 
and  the  public  will  form  its  decision  either  with  or  without  facts, 
and  the  board  of  managers  of  the  asylum  owe  it  to  the  institution 
to  sift  these  rumors  down  to  the  facts  and  either  dispel  the  present 
cloud  of  suspicion,  or,  if  found  true,  at  once  correct  the  abuses. 
For  the  question  of  mal-administration  of  the  asylum  has  been 
sprung  upon  the  public,  and  it  should  be  settled  for  the  sake  of  the 
many  hundreds  of  helpless  unfortunates  in  the  asylum,  if  on  no 
other  grounds.  When  the  investigation  of  the  asylum  does  occur 
we  want  no  star  chamber  business,  but  the  bottom  facts  laid  before 
the  people  of  Texas,  to  whom  the  asylum  belongs,  and  who  have 
the  right  to  know  all  the  details  concerning  its  management.  If 
the  present  superintendency  is  a  failure,  let  it  be  announced  by 
competent  authority.  If  the  prosecution  by  Dr.  Dorsett  in  this 
and  other  rumored  matters  is  groundless,  or  malicious,  let  it  also 
be  known  and  the  persecutor  properly  dealt  with.  Let  strict  justice 
be  done  all  around,  and,  until  the  facts  are  all  known,  judgment 
should  be  withheld. 


^VLeDICAL  J^EWS  AND  ^VLlSCELLAN Y. 


For  Sale. — At  this  office,  a  Caligraph,  No.  i  (capitals  and  lower- 
case type,  two  alphabets),  used  but  little,  as  good  as  new,  and  in 
perfect  order — will  be  sold  for  $55;  cost  price  at  factory  $85.  Also, 
"The  World  Type-Writer,"  price  $8;  or  for  nickel-plate,  in  leather 
case,  $10 — a  good  machine,  no  toy,  but  does  good  and  fast  work, 
and  can  be  carried  in  satchel,  on  cars,  or  in  buggy.  The  very 
thing  for  writing  labels.  It  is  strong,  and  does  not  get  out  of  or- 
der.   Speed  equal  to  any  machine. 
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Discontinued. — The  New  York  Medical  Monthly,  Dr.  Corning, 
editor,  has  suspended  publication. 

The  New  York  Medical  Record  will  have  stenographers  in  every 
section  at  the  Congress,  and  offers  to  furnish  medical  journals  with 
reports  free  of  charge. 

Notice  to  Members  T.  S.  M.  A. — The  Transactions  for  1887 
will  be  in  paper  covers.  The  printer,  by  miscount,  ran  off  fifty  or 
sixty  copies  more  than  were  ordered,  and  the  Publishing  Commit- 
tee refuse  to  pay  for  them.  Under  the  circumstances,  he  has  had 
them  bound  in  handsome  cloth  covers,  like  those  of  last  year,  and 
to  "get  his  money  back  "  offers  to  sell  them  at  cost — $1  per  vol. 


ANOTHER  ASYLUM  QUARREL. 

Dr.  R.  S.  Johnson  has  preferred  charges  against  Dr.  Dorsett, 
superintendent  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  the  specifications  covering, 
in  general,  mismanagement  of  the  institution.  Messrs.  Von  Resen- 
berg  &  Wheless  have  been  retained  by  Dr.  Johnson  to  prosecute 
the  charges  before  the  board  of  managers  of  the  asylum. — Statesma?i. 

If  ever  I  go  to  the  war, 
I'll  go  in  the  medical  corps, 
And  then  while  they're  fighting,  and  biting,  and  smiting,  and  shed- 
ding bad  language  and  gore, 
I'll  turn  from  the  strife  I  abhor, 
Both  sides  of  the  field  I'll  explore, 
Where  the  wounded  are  creeping,  and  sleeping,  and  weeping,  sweet 
balm  in  their  hurts  I  will  pour. 

— Bob  Burdette. 


The  University  of  Texas  and  the  A.  &  M.  College. — There 
is  an  unfortunate  misunderstanding  between  the  Regents  of  the 
University  of  Texas  and  the  Directors  of  the  A.  &  M.  College. 
The  A.  &  M.  College,  though  under  separate  management,  is  a 
part  of  the  University — yet  received  Federal  aid  independently. 
Dr.  Wooten,  President  of  the  Regents,  in  his  address  before  the 
State  Medical  Association  (published  in  our  June  issue),  gave  his 
version  of  the  controversy,  and  indulged  in  some  strictures  on  the 
latter  institution.  This  has  called  forth  a  reply  from  Mr.  Garrett, 
President  of  the  Directors  of  the  A.  &  M.  College,  a  very  mild  and 
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conservative  document,  in  which  he  begs  to  correct  certain  state- 
ments made  by  Dr.  Wooten  with  reference  to  the  matter.  It  seems 
that  the  Legislature  gave  the  A.  &  M.  College  one-fifth  of  the  Uni- 
versity fund  for  two  years,  while  the  Regents  felt  that  they  should 
have  the  disbursing  of  the  entire  fund,  the  A.  &  M.  being  but  a 
branch  of  the  main  institution.  There  is,  unfortunately,  a  prospect 
of  a  pretty  lively  controversy,  and  it  is  feared  it  will  come  up  at 
the  next  State  Medical  Association  meeting. 


The  election  of  Dr.  Dudley  S.  Reynolds  to  the  presidency  of  the 
Mississippi  Valley  Medical  Association  for  the  coming  year  was  a 
graceful  recognition  of  his  services  to  the  Association  and  of  his 
personal  and  professional  standing.  In  the  election  it  was  a  high 
compliment  that  his  strongest  support  came  from  his  own  city. 

Dr.  Matthews  of  Louisville,  is  a  man  whom  to  know  is  to  admire. 
His  brave  and  generous  defence  of  his  friend  against  a  recent  scur- 
rillous  attack  brought  down  the  house.  A  few  such  men  as  Mathews 
in  each  city  would  to  a  large  degree  stamp  out  all  professional 
jealousy  and  strife. —  Weekly  Medical  Review. 

Dr.  Reynolds  has  been  made  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the 
Section  on  Ophthalmology  in  the  International  Medical  Journal. 


A  Newspaper  in  Illinois  recently  brought  suit  against  forty-three 
men  who  would  not  pay  their  subscriptions,  and  obtained  judgment 
in  each  for  the  full  amount  of  the  claim.  Of  these,  twenty-eight 
men  made  affidavit  that  they  owned  no  more  property  than  the  law 
allowed  them,  thus  preventing  attachments.  Then  they,  under  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  were  arrested  for  petty  larceny,  and 
bound  over  in  the  sum  of  $300  each.  All  but  six  gave  bonds,  while 
six  went  to  jail.  The  postal  law  makes  it  larceny  to  take  a  news- 
paper and  refuse  to  pay  for  it. — Atlanta  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal. 

We  have  perhaps  fifty  instances  where  parties  have  taken  this 
Journal  a  year,  and  refused  to  pay  for  it,  because  they  "did  not  sub- 
scribe." 


Medical  News. — This  journal  is  intended  as  a  medium  through 
which  all  news  and  information  of  interest  to  the  profession  in 
Texas  shall  be  disseminated;  it  aims  to  keep  its  readers  and  the  pro- 
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fession,  generally,  posted  as  to  what  is  going  on  the  medical  circles 
in  Texas,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  the  object  is  pretty  well  ac- 
complished. As  illustrating  the  necessity  of  subscribing  for  the 
Journal,  and  thus  keeping  posted,  we  will  state  that,  although  in 
our  last  number  we  gave  a  full  account  of  the  present  status,  and 
future  prospect,  of  the  Texas  Medical  College  at  Galveston,  we 
received  to-day  a  letter  addressed  to  us  as  Dean  of  the  Texas  Med- 
ical College,  Austin.  Of  course,  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  this  doc- 
tor is  not  a  subscriber;  he  had  heard  rumors  of  a  college,  some- 
where, but  he  was  not  posted.  Subscribe  at  once;  the  third  vol- 
ume is  just  begun. 


We  would  call  attention  to  the  unique  case  reported  by 
Dr.  Menger,  "Thrash"  as  it  is  commonly  called  has  always  been 
considered  a  harmless  ailment,  and  so  far  as  we  know  such  a  thing 
as  a  fatal  hemorrhage  resulting  from  it  is  unheard  of.  We  are  in- 
clined to  the  belief  that  there  was  a  hemorrhagic  tendency  or  dia- 
thesis, and  that  the  hemorrhage  was  really  produced  by  the  rub- 
ing  with  what  the  Doctor  says  was  "Salvia  tea."  Sage  tea  is 
harmless,  but  it  is  probable  that  in  this  instance  there  was  some 
irritant  substance  accidentally  mixed  with  it,  perhaps  in  the  gath- 
ering of  the  herb.  We  would  like  to  hear  from  our  readers  on  the 
subject. 


Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner,  of  Austin,  entertained  a  select  party  of  medical 
friends  at  a  royal  dinner  at  the  Driskill  on  the  eve  of  his  departure 
for  New  York — "  a  really  scientific  dinner,"  said  the  Nestor  of 
Texas  surgery,  our  own  Cupples,  who  did  our  popular  and  esteemed 
host  the  honor  to  grace  the  board  on  that  occasion,  coming  from 
San  Antonio  for  the  purpose.  Dr.  Tyner  will  take  a  special  course 
at  the  Post  Graduate  School,  or  the  Polyclinic,  visit  all  the  hospitals 
and  dispensaries,  learn  all  that  is  new  in  his  special  branch,  as  well 
as  in  general  medicine  and  surgery,  and  run  down  to  Washington 
during  International  Congress  week,  and  take  an  active  part  in  the 
work  in  the  ophthalmological  section.  His  health  was  drank  in 
bumpers  of  choicest  wines,  and  many  were  the  cordial  wishes  for 
his  safe  and  speedy  return.  Few  medical  men  have  such  a  hold  on 
the  affections  and  esteem  of  their  colleagues  as  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner. 
Success  to  him ! 
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Dr.  O.  L.  Abney,  of  Goliad,  is  attending  a  special  course  at  the 
N.  Y.  Post  Graduate  Medical  College,  New  York. 

Died — In  Dallas,  Texas,  July  18,  ult.,  Dr.  Jno.  H.  Morton,  a 
prominent  physician  and  old  practitioner  of  that  city.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association. 


Dr,  Wm.  Caston,  of  Corsicana,  will  read  a  paper  on  "Cleft 
Palate,"  at  the  coming  meeting  of  the  American  Rhinological 
Association  in  Washington,  D.  C.  on  Saturday,  Sept.  3d,  prox. 

Key  West — Yellow  Fever. — The  medical  officer  in  charge  of 
the  Marine  Hospital  Service  (Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  John 
Guiteras)  reports  a  total  of  208  cases  and  44  deaths  up  to  Aug.  4th. 

On  dit  that  our  talented  young  friend  Dr.  Dabney,  of  Creath  & 
Dabney,  Kinneyville,  Texas,  will  lead  to  the  altar  one  of  Louisi- 
ana's fairest  daughters,  on,  or  about,  the  20th  inst.  "Blessing  on 
thee,  my  children." 

Death  from  Ether. — In  Philadelphia,  the  other  day,  a^Mr.  Dill 
died  while  ether  was  being  administered  to  him  for  some  surgical 
purpose,  by  Dr.  Agnew.  "Accidents  will  happen" — "no  blame 
attaches  to  the  doctors." 


The  Paper  by  Dr.  Wallace  (See  "Society  Notes'")  read  before 
the  Terrell  Medical  Society,  is  a  classical  production — notwith 
standing  the  Doctor  disclaims  all  attempt  at  style.  It  is  one  of  the 
best  contributions  we  have  yet  had,  and  every  physician,  and  es- 
pecially, every  society  member  can  read  it  with  benefit. 

The  Association  of  American  Medical  Editors  will  enter- 
tain the  editors  of  foreign  medical  journals  at  a;$3,ooo  banquet,  on 
Monday  evening,  Sept.  5,  in  Washington  City.  "The^  ticket  has 
been  fixed  at  $15  a  plate,"  says  a  neat  little  notice  we  received, 
just  following  one  informing  us  that  we  had  been  appointed  "a 
member  of  the  committee  of  arrangements"  for  the  meeting. 

The  New  District  Medical  Society. —  In  response  to  the  cir- 
cular sent  out  to  physicians  in  Travis  and  adjoining  counties — pro- 
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posing  the  organization  of  a  new  district  medical  society — it  has 
been  agreed  to  hold  a  meeting  at  Austin  on  the  8th  of  September. 
A  large  number  of  physicians  have  responded,  and  promised  to  be 
present,  and  the  proposition  appears  to  meet  with  very  general 
favor.  Do  not  forget  the  date.  Come  and  join  us.  Preparations 
will  be  made  for  a  "good  time" — socially. 


"Dr.  W.  C.  Wile  and  Lady,"  is  the  way  it  will  be  registered  at 
the  Arlington. 

Oh,  the  Wiley  Wile  !  He  now  Loomis  up  as  a  prospective  Ben- 
edict. His  friends  knew  that  he  had  always  Benedict(ed)  to  an 
admiration  of  the  ladies,  and  now  he  is  to  be  Benedicted  "  sho 
nuff."  "Who'd  ha'  thought  it?"  "Just  as  we  expected."  He 
has  called  for  (Adele),  a  new  deal,  and  we  trust  may  soon  enter 
into  a  (New)  Haven  of  happiness.  This  accounts  for  the  Doctor's 
wonderful  energy  and  success.  Anybody  might  have  suspected  he 
was  in  love,  for  love  is  the  most  powerful  inspiration  to  help  a  man 
on  to  success  in  any  sphere  of  action.  We  acknowledge  the  cour- 
tesy of  an  invitation,  and  tender  our  congratulations. 

"Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Loomis — marriage  of  their  daughter,  Hat- 
tie  Adele,  to  Dr.  W.  C.  Wile— Methodist  Church,  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  7  p.  m.,  September  1,  '87." 


ADDITIONAL    DELEGATES    T.    S.    M.  A.  TO    INTERNATIONAL  MEDICAL 

CONGRESS. 

After  the  list  of  delegates  as  furnished  the  Secretary  by  the  nom- 
inating committee  had  been  published  in  the  Transactions  and  in 
this  Journal  the  following  list  was  found  on  the  fly-leaf  of  the 
Register,  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  Clerk  (Mr.  Dixon)  who  assisted 
the  Treasurer  at  the  late  meeting;  and  the  Secretary,  has  issued 
certificates  to  the  following  members,  in  addition  to  those  whose 
names  have  heretofore  been  published:  Drs.  C.  F.  Paine,  J.  M. 
Willis,  A.  M.  Douglass,  J.  P.  Oliver,  O.  L.  Williams,  F.  H.  Tucker, 
W.  B.  Brooks,  J.  C.  King,  Fred.  Terrell,  T.  D.  Wooten,  W.  Caston, 
(vice  F.  E.  Daniel.) 

The  Secretary  has  no  right  to  make  any  additional  appointments 
of  course,  and  the  President  has  decided  that  the  only  way  a  cer- 
tificate as  delegate  can  be  had  now,  is  to  arrange  with  some  ap- 
pointee, who  is  not  going,  to  send  in  his  resignation  in  favor  of 
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applicant,  The  President  will  then  instruct  the  Secretary  to  issue 
certificate  in  his  stead.  This  airangement  was  made  between  Dr. 
Daniel  (delegate),  and  Dr.  Caston,  who  wanted  to  go. 


IBLIOGRAPHY, 


Joseph  Jones  on  Fevers.  Medical  and  Surgical  Memoirs:  Vol. 
II,  1887 — Containing  investigations  on  the  Geographical  Dis- 
tribution, Causes,  Nature,  Relation  and  Treatment  of  Variour 
Diseases,  1855  to  1886.  By  Joseph  Jones,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Chem- 
istry and  Clin.,  Medicine,  Medical  Department  University  of 
La.  Visiting  Physician  to  Charity  Hospital;  Honorary  Fel- 
low Med.  Soc.  of  Virginia.  Formerly  Surgeon  P.  A.  C.  S.  Ex- 
Prest.  La.  State  Bd.  Health,  (1880-1884)  Associate  Fellow  of 
the  College  of  Philadelphia;  Member  of  the  American  Med. 
Assn:  Vice-Prest.  Med  Society  La.,  [now  Prest.]  etc. 

Vol.  II  Contains  Researches  on  the  origin  and  effects  of  Endemic 
Epidemic,  Infectious  and  Contagious  Diseases,  Investigations 
on  the  Nature  and  Causes,  Relations  and  Treatment  of  Mala- 
larial  (paroxysmal)  fever;  Intermittent,  Remittent,  Pernicious, 
and  Haemorrhagic  Malarial  Fevers.  Comparative  Paralog- 
ical Anatomy,  Malarial,  Typhoid,  and  Yellow  Fevers:  Indige- 
nous Remedies  of  the  Southern  States;  Albinism  in  the  negro 
race,  Oriental  Leprosy;  Elephantiasis  Grsecorum:  Elephants 
Leg.  (Elephantasis  Arabum)  New  Orleans,  La.  Joseph  Jones, 
M.  D.,  156  Washington  Avenue,  Cor.  Camp  St.,  4th  District, 
1887,  page  1332. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Dr.  Jones  undertook  an  almost  inexhaustible 
subject,  each  separate  branch  or  sub-heading  of  which  would  fur- 
nish fruitful  theme  for  a  large  book;  and  although  this  volume  con- 
tains but  1338  pages,  besides  16  pages  of  index,  the  painstaking  au- 
thor has  not  slighted  any  essential  detail  of  any  one  or  part  of  one 
subject,  but  has  treated  all  in  a  thorough  and  exhaustive  manner. 
The  book  is  a  mine  of  literary  treasures,  an  "encyclopedia  of  use- 
ful information,"  and  will  furnish  reading  of  a  character  and  variety 
that  will  not  easily  sate  the  earnest  student  of  the  important  sub- 
jects therein  discussed.  This  volume  is  not,  in  any  sense,  a  com- 
pilation, or  even  a  review  of  antecedent  literature,  but  is  the  out- 
come of  years  of  earnest  and  patient  observation,  investigation  and 
experiment,  in  a  field  which,  to  other  than  an  earnest  seeker  after 
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truth,  offers  few  attractions.  Indeed,  it  may  be  safely  assumed  that 
there  is  no  fun  in  making  post  mortem  examinations  on  yellow  fe- 
ver cadavers  in  a  dead  house  100  years  old,  and  in  an  atmosphere 
reeking  with  infection  and  under  a  temperature  of  100  in  the  shade. 
Yet  a  large  share  of  this  valuable  information  could  be  obtained  in 
no  other  way;  and  the  interest  of  science  and  the  demands  of  hu- 
manity required  that  it  should  be  learned. 

Dr.  Jones,  had  he  contributed  naught  else  to  the  medical  liter- 
ature of  the  country  and  the  day,  deserves  lasting  gratitude  for  his 
researches  on  the  medicinal  properties  of  the  indigenous  plants  of 
the  Southern  States.  These  were  made  during  the  war  when  the 
Confederate  army,  and  the  people  were  thrown  on  such  resources 
for  drugs  and  medicines;  and  an  undreamed  of  wealth  was  thus  and 
then  discovered  in  our  fields  and  forests. 

There  is  much  that  is  curious,  as  well  as  interesting  in  this  mon- 
ument of  patience  and  painstaking  labor,  and  the  profession  is 
largely  indebted  to  Prof.  Jones  for  many  of  the  most  important 
revelations  in  the  pathology  of  the  Southern  fevers.  To  do  full  jus- 
tice to  such  a  work  would  require  more  time  and  space  than  we 
have  at  our  disposal,  and  we  present  the  book  to  our  readers,  as 
one  of  rare  merit  and  well  worthy  of  a  careful  perusal.  Like  many 
other  enterprises  by  which  the  public  are  benefitted  this  proved 
to  be  disastrous,  financially,  to  the  talented  author. 


A  Text-Book  on  Surgery,  General,  Operative  and  Mechanical. 
By  Jno.  A.  Wyeth,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  the  New  York 
Polyclinic,  Surgeon  to  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital,  etc.,  etc.  New  York: 
D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  1,  3  cS:  5  Bond  St.,  1887.     Profusely  illus- 
trated with  wood  cuts  and  colored  plates.     Royal  octavo, 
pages-765,  Sheep,  $8.00.    Complete  in  one  volume. 
Book  reviews  by  the  average  medical  journal  have  come  to  mean 
just  nothing  at  all,  of  late  years, — especially  since  the  practice  has 
obtained  of  supplying  all  publications  to  all  journals, — free  of  cost, 
and  even  of  carriage. 

It  seems  that  many  of  our  colleagues  feel  a  sense  of  obligation, 
which  must  be  requited  by  a  complimentary  notice.  Everything 
is  complimented.  Every  book  that  is  issued  "fills  a  long-felt 
want";  and  "no  physicians  library  is  complete  without  it."  Those 
expressions  have  become  as  stereotyped  as  the  "busy  practitioner"; 
and  having  answered  this  purpose  several  decades,  should  now  be 
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discarded,  and  some  other  mode  of  expression  adopted.  We  mean 
to  say,  there  is  no,  or  not  sufficient,  discrimination,  in  recommend- 
ing books — by  the  medical  press.  We  have  been  surprised,  not  to 
say  disgusted, at  the  fulsome  praise  bestowed  upon  books  which,  in 
our  judgement,  had  nothing  to  recommend  them,  except  the  bind- 
ing.   But,  "comparisons  are  odious." 

The  work  before  us  is,  indeed,  one  of  rare  merit.  It  is  literally, 
a  departure  from  the  beaten  track  of  ages, — a  pleasing  variation, — 
an  utter  repudiation  of  the  stereotyped  plan  upon  which  Text 
Books  on  Surgery  have  been  built  for  the  last  fifty  years. — Erichsen, 
Gross,  Druitt,  Velpeau  and  others  published  admirable  "Systems  of 
Surgery,"  beginning  with  Histology,  and  laborious  and  not  very 
lucid  definitions  of  Inflammation.  The  student,  (they  were  all  written 
for  first  course  students,  and  no  knowledge  whatever,  of  the  subject, 
was  presupposed,  on  the  part  of  the  reader)  was  carried  through 
"gunshot  wounds,"  "incised  wounds,"  "lacerated  and  centused 
wounds,"  "fractures,"  "dislocations,"  "haemorrhage",  etc.,  etc.,  like 
a  pupil  at  dancing  school,  through  the  figures  of  a  quadrille, —  al- 
ways in  the  same  relative  order, — never  any  variation  under  any 
circumstances.  The  next  man  who  wrote  a  "System  of  Surgery" 
and  had  anything  new  to  add, — (and  there  is  and  was  always  some- 
thing to  add)  simply  added  it  to  what  had  gone  before;  and  the 
next  and  the  next, —  till  a  "System  of  Surgery"  came  to  mean  a 
dozen  immense  volumes, — that  no  one  could  attempt  to  read 
through. 

It  is  strange,  in  these  days  of  revolution  in  pathology,  and  in 
nearly  everything  else, — of  progress,  of  independent  investigation, 
of  multiplied  facilities,  how  authors  will  cling  to  old  ideas,  and  to 
the  stereotyped  old  plan  of  constructing  a  book  !  —  "Our  thoughts 
still  cling  to  the  mouldering  past,"  —  indeed  they  do — in  book- 
making  ! 

Prof.  Wyeth  seems  to  have  thrown  away  all  antecedent  work,  and 
to  have  struck  out  for  himself,  on  anew  route.  (By  the  bye,  we  be- 
lieve we  do  recognize,  in  the  cuts  of"  Talipes,"  and  of  hip  disloca- 
tion, some  familiar  old  friends  of  the  days  of  Druitt.)  His  book 
seems  to  have  been  written  from  the  standpoint  of  personal  obser- 
vation, and  experience.  He  starts  out  just  as  it  no  other  work  on 
surgery  had  gone  before;  and  he  begins  (where  most  other  text 
books  usually  wind  up)  with  the  preparation  for  an  operation,  and 
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the  etceteras',  begins  by  telling  the  reader  what  it  is  necessary  to 
have,  or  to  prepare,  who  expects  to  practice  surgery;  and — since 
the  advent  of  the  germ  theory — these  appliances  have  multiplied 
till  they  are  bewildering.  Then  he  discusses  anesthetics,  and  tells 
all  about  them;  and  about  the  accidents  which  are  liable  to  occur, 
under  their  use;  and  how  to  meet  those  accidents.  It  would  be 
an  endless  undertaking  to  touch  on  every  detail  of  the  work,  let 
alone  describing  it,  so  we  will  not  attempt  it. 

This  model  work  brings  the  student  up  to  the  present  moment, 
giving' all  that  is  new,  and  discarding  most  that  is  old,  or  even 
questionable.  It  embodies  all  the  latest  phases  of  treatment,  as 
now  practiced  in  the  great  modern  hospitals  of  the  great  medical 
center  of  America.  We  believe  the  work  will  be  hailed  with  de- 
light in  Europe,  as  a  splendid  exponent  of  American  surgery  of 
to-day. 

So  great  has  been  the  progress  in  operative  surgery,  and  so  many 
new  things  have  been  added  lately,  that  it  is  a  positive  luxury  to 
read  this  book;  and  to  the  enthusiast  in  surgery,  or  to  him  who 
has  a  just  appreciation  of  its  principles,  and  a  pride  in  his  knowl- 
edge, it  will  be  a  treasure. 

Everything  is  illustrated,  from  the  scalpel  and  how  to  hold  it,  to 
the  most  complicated  apparatus;  from  an  incision,  to  the  finished 
operation  with  the  bandage  applied;  even  to  the  practical  applica- 
tion of  Esmarch's  bandage  (the  principle) — and  the  arteries  and 
veins  are  colored,  in  all  the  plates,  which  gives  not  only  a  better 
idea  of  the  relation  of  parts,  but  a  pleasing  appearance,  a  finish  to 
the  book,  mechanically.  Then,  again  (it  should  have  been  called  a 
"manual,"  and  not  a  text  book, — tho'  one  of  our  New  York  con- 
temporaries says  it  is  "an  elaborate  treatise  on  surgery"),  it  is  not 
so  bulky  as  to  frighten  one  out  of  the  inclination  to  tackle  it;  nor 
so  unwieldly  as  to  fatigue  one  to  handle  it,  as  are  some  we  wot  of 
— another  advantage. 

The  profession  owe  much  to  Prof.  Wyeth  for  having  thus  made 
his  wonderful  experience  and  observation, — almost  his  phenome- 
nal skill — available  to  the  most  remote  doctor.  He  has  left  a  leg- 
acy to  posterity,  which,  another  revolution  like  that  following  the 
introduction  of  antiseptics,  will  be  required  to  displace  and  render 
useless,  as  this  and  other  modern  works,  which  teach  surgery  from 
the  standpoint  of  microbic  pathology,  have  displaced  and  rendered 
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useless  the  works  of  the  days  of  "humoral  pathology;"  those  days 
when  "  laudable  pus"  was  regarded  as  a  favorable  prognostic.  It 
almost  makes  one  laugh  now,  to  think  of  the  assiduity  with  which 
suppuration  was  e?iconraged;  to  read  of  "healing  by  second  inten- 
tion;" of  "mundifying  and  incarning,"  as  taught  by  John  Bell. 
But  this  is  an  age  of  progress — an  age  of  electricity;  and  the  sur- 
gery of  to-day  should  be  to  that  of  last  century  as  the  electric 
light  is  to  the  sperm  candles  of  our  knee-breeched  and  shoe- 
buckled  grand-grand  sires  of  '76. 

Mechanically,  it  is  Appleton's  chef  d'ouvre. 


What  tod)  in  Cases  of  Poisoning.    By  William  Murrell,  M.  D. 
F.  R.  C.  P.    First  American  from  Fifth  English  Edition.  Edi- 
ted by  Frank  Woodberry,  M.  D,    Published  by  the  Medical 
Register.    Philadelphia,  1887.    Price  $1.00. 
This  is  a  most  valuable  contribution  to  literature,  one  which  no 
practitioner  should  fail  to  keep  on  his  desk,  or  rather  in  his  satchel. 
It  is  practically  arranged,  so  that  in  a  moments  time  the  desired 
information  can  be  had,  and  at  the  same  time,  it  is  exhaustive,  and 
comprises  everything  coming  under  the  title  of  the  book.  The 
only  defect  which  critics  have  yet  pointed  out,  is  the  failure  to 
mention    transfusion    of   blood   under    certain  circumstances. 
— B.  E.  H.,  M.  D. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Surgery,  Texas 
State  Medical  Association,  1886,  compiled  and  edited  by 
Geo.  Cupples,  M.  D.,  Chairman,  Ex-President  Texas  State 
Medical  Association,  Ex-President  West  Texas  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, Ex-Surgeon  and  Medical  Director  C.  S.  A.,  etc. 
We  have  received  a  copy  of  this  valuable  work.    It  has  been  pub- 
lished in  connection  with,  and  is  a  part  of,  the  Transactions  of  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Association,  at  its  last  meeting,  Austin,  Texas, 
April,  1887.    It  is  a  royal  quarto,  printed  in  good  style  (Johnson 
Bros.,  San  Antonio),  on  excellent  paper,  and  contains,  first,  a  list  of 
the  surgeons  whose  operations  are  therein  tabulated;  2,  a  table 
showing  all  the  amputations  and  the  result;  3,  disarticulations;  4, 
resections;  5,  ligations  of  arteries,  etc.  Then,  the  removal  of  tumors, 
"noteworthy  for  site,  size  and  character;"  operations  involving 
head  and  neck;  involving  thorax,  abdomen — all  classified;  opera- 
tions on  rectum  and  anus;  operations  on  male  genital  and  urinary 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Caution  to  Physicians! 

That  we  are  the  pioneers  and  leaders  in  our  special  department  of  Pharmacy  is 
well  known  by  intelligent  physicians  and  pharmacists  everywhere.  We  have  at- 
tained the  highest  perfection  in  the  manufacture  of  our  goods,  and  our  success  has 
tempted  various  individuals  and  corporations,  without  knowledge  or  facilities,  to 
enter  the  field  as  would-be  competitors.  It  is  against  these  imitators,  mountebanks, 
frauds  and  charlatans  we  wish  to  caution  Physicians.  The  profession,  in  some  in- 
stances, we  regret  to  say,  find  "allies"  among  unscrupulous  druggists,  who  are 
base  enough  to  place  the  reputation  of  the  Physician,  as  well  as  the  life  of  his  pa- 
tient, in  jeopardy  by  substituting  worthless  imitations  when  our  goods  are  speci- 
fied in  his  prescriptions.  Hence  it  is  not  only  important  to  specify  S.  &  J.  on  all 
orders  and  prescriptions,  but  also  to  see  that  the  same  are  properly  filled  by  drug- 
gists. We  conform  strictly  to  the  Pharmacopoeia  or  other  standard  works;  we  use 
only  the  purest  medicinal  ingredients;  we  employ  none  but  skilled  labor,  and  that 
we  excell  in  every  branch  of  our  business  is  attested  by  repeated  analyses  and 

THIRTY-FIYE  GOLD,  SILYER  AND  BRONZE  MEDALS, 

from  all  parts  of  the  world,  awarded  by  impartial  juries,  composed  largely  of 
Physicians  and  Chemists.  Prominent  on  our  list  of  popular  specialties  is 

ABSORBENT  COTTON, 

Plain,  Cocained,  Borated,  Salicylated,  Hydronaphtholated,  Carbolated  Styptic 
ov  of  any  desired  medication.  These  goods,  made  from  long  fibre,  are  thoroughly 
carded,  full  weight,  perfect  in  quality,  snow  white,  highly  absorbent,  and  being 
free  from  oil,  iat  or  alkali,  are  entirely  neutral  and  superior  in  every  way  to  any- 
thing that  has  ever  been  offered  the  profession. 

We  desire  to  call  the  special  attention  of  the  profession  to 

HYDRONAPHTHOL, 

The  most  valuable  ANTISEPTIC  and  DISINFECTANT  yet  obtained  from  coal 
tar.  In  germicidal  power  it  ranks  second  only  to  Mercuric  Bichloride,  and,  as  it 
is  non-poisonous  and  non-corrosive,  it  is  preferable  to  that  well-known  agent. 
HYDRONAPHTHOL  is  free  irom  the  objectionable  odor  peculiar  to  Carbolic 
Acid  and  other  phenols,  and  is  freely  soluble  in  hot  water,  alcohol,  benzine  and  the 
fixed  oils.  It  preserves  anatomical  and  pathological  specimens  in  their  natural 
condition,  preventing  shrinking  or  decay.  Can  be  obtained  in  the  form  of  crys- 
tals or  incorporated  with  our  absorbent  cotton,  gauze,  jute,  lint,  or  any  dressing 
that  can  be  rendered  antiseptic.  A  book  containing  full  description  of  this  valu- 
able addition  to  the  list  of  modern  antiseptics,  will  be  mailed  free  to  Physicians. 

SEA  BURY  &  JOHNSOX, 

i^tew  y/ork:  jkjstjd  hoist  idoilt, 

PROPRIETORS  OF  THE 

SEABURY  PHARMACAL  LABORATORIES, 

Manufacturers  of  India-Rubber   Pharmacopoeia  and  Surgical 
Plasters,  Antiseptic  Dressings  and  Absorbents,  Bandages, 
Oiled  Silk  and  Muslin,  and  Surgical  Dressing  of  every 
Description. 

Geo,  J.  Seabury.  President.  J.  M.  Peteks,  Treasurer. 

PtJBT.  J.  Seabury,  Secretary. 


AD  VER  TISEM ENTS. 


UEWYORZ:  PO  3T-GE  AIDTJ  ATE 

MEDICAL  SCHOOL  AND  HOSPITAL 

224-230  East  20th  St.,  New  York  City. 

Incorporated  by  speeiaJ  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York, 

FOR  PRACTITIONERS  OF  MEDICINE  ONLY. 

Sessions  continue  throughout  the  year.— Physicians  may  join  the  classes  at  any  time. 
P^CXJLTT. 

Win.  A.  Hammon,  M.  D  —Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System  and 
of  Medical  Electricity;  Surgeon-General  of  the  U.  S.  Army  (retired  list.) 

D.  B  .St  John  Roosa,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.  'Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear;  Sur- 
geon to  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital;  President  of  the  Faculty. 

Fredrick  R.  Sturgis,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Genito-Urinary  Organs,  and 
of  Venereal  Diseases:  Sura-eon  to  the  Charitv  Hosnital. 

Thos.  E.  Satterthwaite,  M.  D.—  Professor  of  Pathology  and  General  Medicine;  Pathol- 
ogist to  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 

Charles  L-  Dana,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System,  and 
of  M edical  Electricity ;  Prof essor  of  Physiology.  -Woman's  Med.  College;  Physician 
to  Bellevue  Hospital. 

M.  Josiah  Roberts  M.  D.— Professor  of  Orthopaedic  Surgery  and  Mechanical  Thera- 
peutics; Visiting  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  to  the  Randall's  Island  Hospitals. 

Alexander  J.  C.  Skene,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Women;  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Wo- 
men, L.  I.  Hospital  Med.  School;  Attending  Surgeon  of  the  L.  I.  College  Hospital. 

Andrew  H.  Smith,  M.  D. — Prof,  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Therapeutics;  Attending 
Physician  to  the  Presbyterian  Hosp.;  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Orthopaedic  Hosp. 

Wm.  Oliver  Moore,  M.  D.— Prof .  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear;  Prof,  of  Diseases  of 
the  Eye  and  Ear,  University  of  Vermont,  and  Woman's  Med.  College,  New  York 

William  F.  Flughrer,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery;  Surgeon  to  Bellevue  and 
Mount  Sinai  Hospitals. 

Bache  VcE.  Emmet  ,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women;  Asst.  Surgeon  to  the 
New  York  State  Women's  Hospital. 

Edward  Kershner,  M.  D.,  U.S.N.— Prof ,  of  Naval,  Military  and  State  Hygiene. 

Ambrose  L.  Ranney,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  the  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  t  ie  Nervous 
System;  Prof,  of  General  and  Special  Anatomy,  University  of  Vermont. 

William  Henry  Porter.  l\t.  0.— Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Pathology,  Curator 
of  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 

George  Henry  Fox,  M  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin;  Professor  of  Derma- 
tology, College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York. 

Stephen  Smith  Burt,  M.  D  —Prof,  of  Physical  Diagnosis;  Physician  to  the  Out-Door 
Department,  Bellevue  Hospital. 

Seneca  D  Powell,  AI.  D.— Prof,  of  Minor  Surgery. 

C.A.Von  Ramdohr,  M.D.— Prof,  of  Obstetrics;  Physician  to  the  German  Poliklinik. 
Horace  T.  Hanks.  M  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  V\  omen;  Asst.  Surgeon  to  the  New 

York  State  women's  Hospital. 
Lewis  S.  Pile  her,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery. 

H.  J.  Garrigues.— Prof,  of  Obstetrics:  Surg,  to  the  Maternity  and  German  Hospitals. 
Clarence  C.  Rice,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  the  Throat  and  Nose;  attending  surgeon 

to  the  Out-Door  Department,  Bellevue  Hospital.  „  „ 

Charles  Carroll  Lee,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Diseases  of  Women;  Surgeon  to  the  New 

York  State  Woman's  Hospital.  ,      •  „  _  , 

Graeme  M.  Hammond,  M.  D.,  Profrssor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System. 
J.  R.  Nilsen,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women. 

  _  _  It  was  founded  by 

members  of  the  Post-Graduate  Facultv  of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
and  was  the  first  institution  in  the  United  States  to  present  a  systematic  system  of 
clinical  instruction  for  graduates  in  medicine. 

The  teaching  is  practical  and  thorough.  The  school  is  not  a  mere  c'inic.  although 
all  the  lectures  are  clinical,  but  it  is  a  place  of  instruction  in  which  the  practitioner, 
by  actually  handling  the  cases  under  the  guidance  of  the  professors  and  instructors, 
may  learn  the  use  of  instruments  for  examination  and  treatment,  and  observe  the 
effects  of  remedies^  Each  hospital  to  which  the  teachers  are  attached  forms  apart 
of  the  field  of  instruction.  The  general  schedule  is  so  arranged  that  there  is  no  con- 
flict in  the  hours  of  attendance  of  the  professors.  The  clinics  besrin  at  9  a  r»  qnri 
continue  until  9  p.m.  each  day;  and  the  Clinical  Society  of  the  School  meets  twice  a 
month  on  Saturday  evenings  A  Dispensary  and  a  Hospital  form  a  part  of  the  school, 
with  one  ward  exclusively  for  infants,  which  has  been  lately  endowed  by  benevolent 
ladies  of  New  York  City.  Dr.  Joseph  O'Dwyer ,  the  inventor  of  the  Intubation  ot  the 
Larynx.gives  practical  instruction  to  classes  organized  in  this  school,  and  only  here. 

For  Catalogue,  or  Further  Information,  address  CLARENCE  C.  RICE,  M.D., 

John  Humphreys,  Clerk.  Sec.  of  the  Faculty,  226  E.  20th  St.,  New  York  City. 
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organs;  ditto  on  female  genital  and  urinary  organs;  operations  in- 
volving bone  and  joints;  involving  organs  of  special  sense;  mis- 
cellaneous (unclassified)  operations,  and  summary.  The  report 
makes  24  pages  of  tabulated  matter,  and  two  more  pages  are  de- 
voted to  "Tables  of  the  More  Important  Operations,"  including 
aggregate  results  of  the  reports  of  1885  and  1886.  From  the  latter 
we  extract  the  following: 

There  were  626  major  amputations,  with  114  deaths,  or  18.21  per 
cent;  185  minor  ditto,  with  no  deaths — total  major  and  minor  am- 
putations, 81 1,  of  which  356  were  "primary,"  185  "secondary," 
and  122  "pathological;"  the  youngest  patient  (arm)  being  two 
years  old,  and  the  oldest  (thigh)  78  years  of  age,  with  114  deaths — 
a  mortality  of  14.56  per  cent.  Of  the  356  primary  operations,  22 
were  double  amputations,  1  tripple,  and  12  re-amputations.  Thus? 
in  the  major  amputations,  71  operations  were  performed  on  35  pa- 
tients, of  which  26  patients  recovered  and  9  died — not  a  bad  show- 
ing when  we  consider  the  circumstances  under  which  operations 
are  sometimes  performed  in  the  country. 

Much  credit  is  due  Dr.  Cupples  for  the  manner  in  which  this 
work  has  been  done;  it  is  a  credit  to  Texas  and  to  the  State  Med- 
ical Association. 


A  Practical  Treatise  on  Obstetrics.  Vol.  IV.  Obstetric  Oper- 
ations. The  Pathology  of  the  Puerperium.  By  A  Charpen- 
tier,  M.  D.,  Paris. Illustrated  with  lithographic  plates  and 
wood  engravings.  This  is  also  Vol.  IV  of  the  "Cyclopedia  of 
Obstetrics  and  Gynecology"  (12  vols.),  issued  monthly  during 
1887.  Price  of  the  set  $16.50.  New  York  :  William  Wood 
&  Company. 

We  have  already  spoken  of  this  work.  When  it  is  completed  it 
will  be  an  inexhaustible  source  from  which  all  that  is  recent  and 
reliable  in  obstetrics  may  be  drawn.  The  handsome  colored  plates 
are  highly  commendable.  The  12  Vols,  are  to  be  sold  at  the  sur- 
prisingly low  price  of  $16.50. 


A  Chart  of  the  Muscular  System,  (according  to  Gray).  Giving 
the  origin,  insertion,  action  and  region  of  each  muscle;  also 
the  nerve  supplied  to  each;  arranged  by  Dr.  Drake.  Published 
by  R.  Ferrand,  Chicago.    Copyrighted  1884.    Price  $3. 
This  is  "anatomy  in  a  nutshell."    It  is  one  of  the  most  complete 

arrangements  of  the  muscles,  we  have  ever  seen,  and  for  ready 


72  DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


reference,  to  refresh  ones  memory,  say,  on  the  eve  of  the  perform- 
ance of  a  surgical  operation,  is  very  useful.  To  the  student  of 
anatomy  it  is  valuable;  it  enables  him  to  get  a  general  idea  of  the 
muscular  system  and  its  relation  to  the  nerves,  at  a  glance,  while  a 
close  study  of  it  will  enable  him  to  group  the  muscles  in  his  mind, 
as  they  are  there  grouped; — thus  making  it  easy  to  remember  them. 
This  chart  is  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  profession,  but  an  ad- 
ditional claim  is  that  it  is  sold  by,  and  for  the  benefit  of,  a  worthy 
physician's  widow. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  Renal  Diseases  and  Urinary  Analy- 
sis. By  William  Henry  Porter,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Clinical 
Medicine  and  Pathology  in  the  New  YorkPost-Graduate  Med- 
ical School  and  Hospital  ;  Curator  to  the  Presbyterian  Hospi- 
tal. One  Vol.  360  pages,  100  illustrations.  New  York:  Wil- 
liam Wood  &  Company. 

This  is  a  valuable  book.  The  faculty  of  this  famous  Institution 
hold  appointments  in  most  of  the  large  Hospitals  in  New  York, 
and  their  opportunities  for  observing  and  recording  clinical  facts 
in  any  disease,  are  extraordinary.  Hence  Dr.  Porter  may  be  re- 
garded as  excellent  authority.  We  recommend  the  work  to  our 
readers.   

Quiz  Compend — Compend  of  Obstetrics:  By  Henry  G.  Landis, 
A.  M.  M.  D.    Late  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of 
Women  in  Starling  Medical  College,  etc.    Especially  adapted 
to  the  use  of  medical  students  and  physicians;    P.  Blakeston 
Son  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  T887.  Cloth  116  pages.  No  price. 
A  Companion  to  the  United  States  Pharmacopcea.    Being  a 
commentary  on  the  last  edition  of  the  Pharmacopcea.  With 
six  hundred  and  fifty  original  illustrations.  By  Oscar  Oldberg, 
Pharm.  D.,  and  Otto  A.  Wall,  M.  D.,  Ph.  G.     Second  revised 
edition.    New  York:  William  Wood  &  Co.,  1887. 
This  is  a  good  book;  it  is  a  practical  book.     The  first  part  is  an 
alphabetical  review  of  drugs.    One  can  find  at  a  glance  what  he 
wants  to  know  about  any  given  drugs  without  a  world  of  specula- 
tion or  theory;    the  latest  accepted  views  are  stated,  in  few  words. 
It  is  well  illustrated,  also,  especially  that  part  which  is  devoted  to 
the  microscope  in  pharmacy.    The  "Weights  and  Measures"  in- 
cludes the  old  and  the  new  systems,  with  rules  for  converting.  The 
appendix  is  devoted  to  instructions  how  to  prepare  elixirs,  etc.  all- 
together,  it  is  a  good  book  to  have,  and  is  well  called  "a  companion 
to  the  U.  S.  P." 
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Papoid. — Attention  is  called  to  Johnson  &  Johnson's  new  ad- 
vertisement, "Papoid,"  the  "vegetable  pepsine."    Read  it. 

Fairchild  Bro.  &  Foster  also  have  a  new  advertisement,  on 
Peptogenic  Milk-Powder,  a  perfect  chemical  preparation  for  pre- 
digesting  the  casein  in  cow's  milk,  the  constituent  that  most  fre- 
quently disagrees  with  the  baby. 

Chinco  Quinine  is  admissable  in  many  cases  where  the  sulphate 
of  quinine  could  not  be  used,  agreeing  perfectly  with  the  most  del- 
icate persons'  constitution,  producing  no  disturbance  of  the  brain 
or  stomach,  yet  retaining  all  the  anti-febrile,  anti-periodic  and 
tonic  effects  of  sulphate  quinine. 

Chemical  Food  is  a  mixture  of  phosphoric  acid  and  phosphates, 
the  value  of  which  physicians  seem  to  have  lost  sight  to  some  ex- 
tent, in  the  past  few  years.  Messrs.  R.  A.  Robinson  &  Co.,  to 
whose  advertisement  we  refer  our  readers,  have  placed  upon  the 
market  a  much  improved  form  of  this  compound,  "  Robinson's 
Phosphoric  Elixir."  Its  superiority  consists  in  its  uniform  compo- 
sition and  high  degree  of  palatability. 


The  Medico-Chirurgical  College,  of  Philadelphia,  has  an 
announcement  in  this  issue;  read  it.  The  faculty  is  composed  of 
men  who  have  proven  themselves  frieiids  of  the  South  and  West,  and 
who  have  suffered  injustice  for  so  doing.  Drs.  Pancoast,  Shoemaker, 
Atkinson,  and  others  of  this  faculty,  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  by 
the  Southern  men.  Dr.  W.  F.  Waugh  is  the  Dean;  address  him 
for  a  catalogue. 


Dr.  Thomas  Little,  of  Spirit  Lake,  Iowa,  in  comparing  Papine 
with  other  forms  of  opium,  says:  "I  have  been  using  Papine  for 
the  past  two  months.  It  meets  the  requirements  of  a  class  in 
which  opiates  are  indicated,  but  in  which  the  'remedy  is  worse 
than  the  disease.'  One  case  in-  particular  has  given  me  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  for  years.  I  have  tried  opium  in  every  form,  and 
many  other  narcotics,  alone  and  in  combination;  but  constipa- 
tion, nausea  and  nervous  prostration  have  been  the  invariable  re- 
sults. Some  two  months  since  I  obtained  some  Papine  and  com- 
menced on  this  case,  with  the  happiest  effect;  no  nausea,  no  con- 
sttpation,  no  prostration.  I  haue  been  prescribing  it  in  my  prac- 
tice since,  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  myself  and  my  patients." 


AD  VES  TISEMEN  TS. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

PIL:  CHALYBEATE. 

PEOTO-OAEB:    IRON  3  GE. 

t^lT^  J  Ferri  SulPh-  Fe  S0^       Ferri  Carb.  Fe  C03  \ 

The  above  combination  which  we  have  successfully  and  scien- 
tifically put  in  pill  form  produces,  when  takeninto  the  stomach, 
Carbonate  of  the  Protoxide  of  iron  (Ferrous  Carbonate)  in  a 
quickly  assimilable  condition. 

This  Pill  contributed  to  make  the  reputation  of  Niemeyer,  and 
the  following  language,  which  speaks  without  comment  is  taken 
from  his  Text  Book  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Prof.  Niemeyer  says:  "For  more  than  twenty  years  I  have 
used  these  pills  almost  exclusively  in  Chlorisis,  and  have  wit- 
nessed such  brilliant  results  from  them  in  a  large  number  of 
cases  that  I  have  never  needed  any  opportunity  to  experiment 
with  other  articles.  At  Madgeburg  and  Greifswald  I  often  had 
to  send  my  recipe  for  the  pills  to  a  great  distance,  my  good  for- 
tune in  the  treatment  of  Chlorisis — to  which,  by-the-by,  I  owe 
the  rapid  growth  of  my  practice — having  given  me  great  repute 
as  the  possessor  of  a  sovereign  remedy  against  that  disease. " 

The  dose  of  Pil:  Chalybeate  is  from  1  to  4  at  meal  times  and 
is  recommended  and  successfully  used  in  the  treatment  of  Pul- 
monary Phthisis  or  Consumption,  Anaemia  and  Chlorosis,  Caries 
and  Scrofulous  Abscesses,  Chronic  Discharges,  Dyspepsia,  Loss 
of  Appetite,  etc. 

Ez^The  physician  may  see  that  he  is  obtaining  exactly  what  he 
prescribes,  by  ordering  in  bottles  containing  100  each. 

CAUTION. — Specify  Warner  &  Co.,  and  see  to  the  special 
marks  and  Autograph  on  wrapper.  The  coating  is  very  sol- 
uble, and  is  colored  a  delicate  pink. 

Pills  can  be  safely  sent  by  mail — discount  for  quantities. 


IRa  &c  CO., 

MANUFiiCTUREmS 

SOLUBLE  COATED  PILLS  AS  A  SPECIALTY. 

1228  Market  Street.  Philadelphia)  (22  Liberty  Street,  New  York. 

ACENTS:  J   J-  TOBIN,  AUSTIN,  TEXAS. 
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A  CASE  OF  TRAUMATIC  TETANUS  SUCCESSFULLY  TREATED  BY 
HOT  WATER  BATHS. 


By  T.  f.  Bennett,  M.  £>.,  Austin,  Texas. 


Read  before  Travis  Count}'  Medical  Society,  and,  by  vote  of  Society,  ordered  pub- 
lished in  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

HAYWOOD  FAIRCHILD,  a  stout,  healthy,  colored  man,  a 
carpenter,  about  40. years  old,  stuck  a  nail  into  the  plan- 
tar surface  of  his  foot  during  the  month  of  May  of  last  year.  The 
nail  was  immediately  withdrawn.  Some  inflammation  followed — 
enough  to  cause  the  patient  to  discontinue  his  avocation.  During 
the  second  week  after  the  accident,  at  which  time  the  inflamma- 
tion had  considerably  subsided,  trismus  set  in,  and  rapidly  the 
case  became  one  of  acute  traumatic  tetanus.  General  rigidity  of 
all  the  voluntary  muscles  of  the  body,  clonic  spasms,  opisthotonos, 
and  in  fact  all  the  symptoms  of  a  genuine  case  were  present.  Hav- 
ing never  seen  a  case  recover,  although  a  few  such  are  on  record, 
I  naturally  looked  forward  to  death  as  a  result  in  this  case. 
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I  suggested  the  trial  of  hot  water  baths,  believing  and  explain- 
ing that  the  experiment  was  justifiable  on  the  grounds  that  what- 
ever the  result  might  be  it  could  not  be  worse  than  that  usually 
occurring,  notwithstanding  the  most  approved  treatment  known  to 
the  profession. 

I  was  informed  that  the  patient's  bowels  were  constipated,  and 
that  he  had  not  been  able  to  swallow  anything  in  the  way  of  nour- 
ishment for  a  day  or  more  before  the  baths  were  commenced.  I 
withdrew  all  medicines  at  this  time,  except  a  laxative  now  and 
then.  He  had  been  taking  a  prescription  of  chloral  and  mor- 
phine before  I  saw  him. 

The  patient  was  stripped  and  placed  in  a  large  bath  tub  filled 
with  water  as  hot  as  could  be  endured.  As  he  became  accustomed 
to  the  heat,  the  temperature  of  the  water  was  gradually  elevated, 
until  the  highest  possible  degree  of  endurance  compatible  with 
safety  was  reached.  The  object  was  to  produce  relaxation.  After 
the  patient  had  been  submerged  thirty  minutes,  he  was  able  to  ar- 
ticulate distinctly,  and  remarked  that  he  felt  better.  He  was  kept 
in  the  tub  some  twenty  minutes  longer,  when  he  was  thoroughly 
relaxed.  Before  removing  him  from  the  water,  he  swallowed  a 
laxative  and  more  than  a  pint  of  milk.  He  was  then  placed  back 
in  bed  and  wrapped  up  well  with  blankets.  He  fell  into  a  quiet 
sleep,  which  lasted  nearly  an  hour.  This  was  the  first  real  rest  the 
patient  had  had  since  the  inception  of  the  attack.  I  felt  encour- 
aged at  this,  and  directed  that  the  baths  be  continued  as  often  as 
necessary  to  keep  the  patient  comfortable.  For  four  or  five  days 
the  tetanic  symptoms  would  manifest  themselves  again  between 
three  and  four  hours  after  the  patient  had  been  removed  from  the 
water.  The  baths  never  failed  to  relieve  him  in  from  twenty  to 
sixty  minutes.    Refreshing  sleep  usually  followed. 

The  symptoms  of  the  disease  gradually  grew  milder,  though  it 
was  necessary  to  continue  the  baths  at  irregular  intervals  for  more 
than  three  weeks. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  good  nourishment  was  kept  up 
throughout  the  treatment.  The  patient  always  took  his  meals 
while  in  the  tub.  His  recovery  was  slow,  and  for  five  or  six  months 
after  he  was  able  to  be  out  he  suffered  from  innumerable  boils 
over  the  body. 

I  believe  that  the  success  in  this  case  was  due  to  the  rest  spells 
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which  the  baths  afforded  the  patient,  and  until  we  know  more 
about  the  pathology  of  this  disease,  we  may  have  to  be  content 
with  merely  keeping  the  spark  of  life  aglow.  The  intervals  of  re- 
laxation and  rest  not  only  allowed  tired  nature  to  recuperate  and 
throw  off  the  poisonous  matters  in  the  system,  but  they  permitted 
nourishment  to  be  taken  and  appropriated. 

I  would  emphasize  the  fact  that  extreme  and  prolonged  heat  are 
necessary  to  success  in  the  above  plan  of  treatment.  Symptoms 
of  great  depression  mark  the  time  of  thorough  relaxation,  when 
the  patient  should  be  removed  from  the  water.  Observing  this 
point,  there  can  be  no  danger,  since  the  stage  of  depression  suc- 
ceeds that  of  relaxation. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  explain  the  exact  action  of  hot  water  thus 
applied.  I  merely  place  the  above  case  and  mode  of  treatment  on 
record  because  of  its  success. 


By  A.  A.  Lyon,  M.  D.,  Tyler,  Texas,  Ex- Pres.  La.  State  Medical 

Association. 


y  attention  was  recently  attracted  by  an  article  from  the  pen 


JLVJLof  D.  Berry,  M.  D.,  of  San  Antonio,  which  appeared  in  the 
July  number  of  this  Journal,  on  the  subject  of  "Muriate  of  Cocaine 
as  a  local  anesthetic  in  the  cautery  of  venereal  sores."  I  simply 
desire  to  add  my  testimony  to  his,  touching  the  efficacy  of  this 
agent  when  properly  applied.  For  the  past  eighteen  months  it  has 
been  my  unvarying  practice  to  resort  to  cocaine  as  a  preliminary 
or  a  measure  preparatory  to  the  cuuterization  by  nitric  acid  of  all 
venereal  sores  requiring  it,  and  especially  those  purely  chancroi- 
dal. When  thoroughly  and  sufficiently  applied,  I  have  found  it  to 
prove  a  perfect  anaesthetic,  no  pain  whatever  being  complained  of. 
In  some  instances,  however,  the  pain  has  been  slight,  due  I  think 
to  an  insufficiency  either  as  to  quantity  of  the  cocaine  used  or  of 
the  time  intervening  between  its  application  and  that  of  the  acid. 
My  rule  of  late  has  been  to  apply  freely  to  the  sore  and  the  tissue 
immediately  surrounding  it,  with  a  camel's  hair  pencil,  or  what  is 
perhaps  preferable,  drop  from  a  pipette  a  few  minims  of  a  four  per 


COCAINE  IN  VENEREAL  SURGERY. 
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cent,  solution  of  the  cocaine  muriate  directly  upon  the  affected 
part. 

Immediately  following  this,  I  saturate  a  pledget  of  absorbent 
cotton,  with  the  same  solution,  and  lay  it  upon  the  sore,  and  allow 
it  to  remain  from  four  to  six  minutes.  By  these  means  you  will 
scarcely  fail  to  produce  complete  local  anaesthesia  and  the  cotton 
being  removed,  the  fuming  acid  is  applied  without  any  pain  at  all, 
or  pain  so  slight,  as  scarcely  to  be  appreciated.  At  a  final  appli- 
cation I  replace  the  cotton  pledget  or  a  fresh  one  similarly  satura- 
ted. From  my  experience  this  method  has  proved  most  satisfactory, 
and  I  feel  confident  in  recommending  it  in  all  such  cases. 

From  the  well  established  virtues  of  muriate  of  cocaine  as  a  local 
anaesthetic,  especially  in  surgery  involving  the  mucous  membranes, 
it  would  seem  most  natural  that  the  profession  would  be  led  to  try 
lit  in  this  particular  class  of  cases,  and  I  suspect  that  many  others 
ibesides  Dr.  Berry  and  myself  have  practiced  it,  time  and  again, 
>but  until  Dr.  B's  report  I  had  never  seen  it  alluded  to  in  any  med- 
dcal  literature  that  has  ever  come  under  my  observation,  and  for 
sometime  past  have  intended  to  make  public  my  experience,  as 
.above  detailed. 

I  will  state  further,  that  encouraged  by  this  practice  in  the  case 
of  chancroids  I  determined  to  test  its  merits,  as  a  helper  in  lancing 
buboes,— those  sequent  concomitants  of  the  preceeding  chancroid. 
.In  this  too  I  have  a  most  favorable  report  to  make.    As  every  well 
:  informed  physician  knows  the  application  of  muriate  of  cocaine  to 
i  the  cutaneous  surface  proper,  gives  negative  results  so  far  as  anaes- 
i  thesia  is  concerned,  or  if  any  effect  at  all  is  produced  it  is  so  slight 
as  not  to;  be  recognized.    It  is  however  different  when  sub-cuta- 
neously  injected.    Prior  to  opening  a  bubo  therefore  I  have  been 
accustomed  to  inject  with  the  ordinary  hypodermic  syringe,  from 
•  ten  to  thirty  minims  of  the  four  per  cent  solution  into  the  skin  and 
the  tissue  immediately  underlying,  a  few  minutes  before  the  incis- 
ion is  made.  Of  course  the  quantity  of  the  solution  to  be  used  and 
i  the  depth  it  is  inserted  depend  upon  the  size  of  the  bubo,  and- the 
,  extent  of  the  proposed  incision,  which  every  operator  must  deter- 
mine for  himself.    Ordinarily  my  plan  is  as  follows:  About  twenty 
i  minims  of  the  solution  (four  per  cent)  is  drawn  into  a  syringe, 
i  armed  with  a  long  sharp  needle.    The  needle  is  then  inserted 
,. obliquely  from  above  downward,  in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  the 
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bubo — the  point  being  held  just  beneath  the  surface  of  the  skin. 
The  course  of  the  needle  should  be  in  the  exact  line  of  the  intend- 
ed cut  and  the  linear  extent  traversed,  i.  e.  the  distance  from  the 
point  of  puncture  to  the  end  of  the  needle  in  situ  prior  to  its  with- 
drawal, should  exceed,  a  little,  the  length  of  the  incision  to  be 
made.  The  puncture  being  complete,  let  the  needle  be  slowly  and 
steadily  withdrawn,  and  the  solution  as  gradually  and  uniformly 
injected  along  the  entire  tract,  the  last  minim  being  deposited  just 
as  the  needle  is  removed.  In  this  first  injection  about  half  the 
contents  of  the  syringe  should  be  employed.  A  second  puncture 
is  then  made  precisely  in  the  same  manner  from  the  opposite  direc- 
tion (i.  e.  obliquely  from  below  upwards),  but  more  deeply,  so  as 
to  include  the  subcutaneous  tissue  as  nearly  as  possible  im?ncdiately 
underlying  the  skin  already  treated.  A  third  puncture  still  deeper 
might  be  made  if  the  abscess  is  very  deep  seated,  but  I  have  never 
had  occasion  to  employ  but  the  two  as  just  described.  After  an 
interval  of  five  or  six  minutes  let  the  incision  be  made  directly,  if 
possible,  down  through  the  tracks  of  the  needle,  which  of  course 
will  involve  all  the  tissue  anaesthetized.  Up  on  these  conditions 
a  sufficiently  deep  cut  may  be  made  to  relieve  the  bubo,  without  any 
pain  whatever,  or  the  slightest  inconvenience  to  the  patient.  One 
instance  I  recall  in  which  a  bubonic  abscess  was  opened,  without 
even  the  knowledge  of  the  party,  he  asking  me,  after  the  operation 
was  complete,  "if  I  had  opened  it  yet,"  and  expressed  surprise  to 
know  that  everything  was  over. 

I  have  been  somewhat  minute  in  describing  the  manner  of  insert- 
ing the  cocaine,  because  upon  great  care  in  this  particular,  depends 
in  my  judgment,  the  painlessness  of  the  proceedure,  and  even  with 
the  greatest  care  there  may  sometimes  be  slight  pain, — but  very 
slight.  The  solution  injected  carefully  into  the  tissue,  without  in- 
cluding all  that  portion  involved  by  the  incision  will  not  be  pain- 
less, as  one  will  readily  understand,  hence  the  particularity  recom- 
mended in  the  preparatory  part  of  the  operation.  Upon  success 
in  this  respect  the  end  we  seek  can  alone  be  obtained.  The  inser- 
tion of  the  needle  occasions  no  greater  pain  than  the  ordinary  use, 
in  any  other  portion  of  the  body;  at  least  I  have  so  found  it. 

Now,  these  are  minor  points  we  may  say,  in  minor  surgery — but 
they  are  practical  points,  and  are  well  worth  the  favorable  consid- 
eration of  medical  men,  dealing  daily  with  just  such  cases  as  have 


80       DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


been  described.  By  attention  to  these  details  we  may  save  in  the 
aggregate,  a  vast  deal  of  temporary  suffering,  to  thousands  of  our 
unfortunate  fellow  men  whose  rambles  into  forbidden  paths  have 
gotten  them  into  trouble,  while  we  ourselves  in  our  back  offices,  are 
spared  the  old  familiar,  yet  harrowing  (?)  scene  of  unhappy  grim- 
aces and  gyrations,  oaths  and  perspirations  that  so  generally  ob- 
tained under  the  old  regime. 


URING  the  seventeen  years  I  have  practiced  medicine  in 


I  J  Fayette  county,  I  have  treated  about  sixty  cases  of  stran- 
gulated hernia. 

I  have  yet  to  meet  a  case  of  strangulated  inguinal  hernia  that 
could  not  be  reduced  by  the  following  method  :  Give  a  hypoder- 
matic injection  of  morphia  and  atropia  as  near  the  constriction  as 
possible;  place  a  rubber  bag  or  towel  of  pounded  ice  over  the  pro- 
trusion, allow  it  to  remain  ten  minutes;  administer  chloroform  to 
complete  anaesthesia,  turn  a  common  chair  down  in  the  bed,  lift  the 
patient  on  its  incline,  which  will  place  his  body  at  an  angle  of  35 
or  40  degrees.  Many  cases  will  be  spontaneously  reduced  by  in- 
testinal gravitation,  or  can  be,  by  assistance  of  gentle  taxis.  I  have 
had  eight  cases  of  strangulated  femoral  hernia;  six  were  reduced 
by  the  above  method,  two  were  operated  upon. 

Case  1.  Mrs.  Mary  Meucek,  aged  46  years,  mother  of  several 
children,  occupation  Bohemian  midwife;  patient  of  Dr.  G.  S.  Hol- 
man,  who  requested  me  to  assist  him.  The  bowel  had  been  incar- 
cerated thirty  hours;  operation  made  at  10  a.  m.,  May  15,  1886. 
Very  little  serum  was  found  in  the  sac;  after  nicking  the  con- 
striction upwards  and  inwards,  the  small  intestine  was  easily  re- 
placed, the  wound  closed  with  silver  wire  sutures,  a  dressing  of 
carbolized  absorbent  cotton  placed  over  it,  and  a  rubber  bandage 
applied.  The  surroundings  were  filthy, — the  outlook  gloomy; 
however,  owing  to  the  care  and  good  attention  of  Dr.  Holman,  the 
case  was  discharged,  permanently  cured,  June  5th. 


HERNIA. 


By  IV.  W  Walker,  M.  D.,  ScKulenberg,  Texas. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 
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Case  2.  Sister  D.,  aged  36  years;  German;  occupation,  teacher. 
Had  right  femoral  hernia  for  two  years;  wore  a  truss.  Wednesday, 
July  20,  1887,  she  had  a  chill  and  fever,  and  during  an  attack  of 
vomiting  the  gut  was  forced  down,  and  couid  not  be  returned.  I 
was  called  Saturday  morning,  and  made  an  effort  to  reduce  it  un- 
der chloroform,  but  soon  found  I  could  accomplish  nothing.  Re- 
turned to  Schulenburg  to  procure  assistance  and  instruments,  Dr. 
F.  A.  Schmitt  kindly  accompanying  and  assisting  me.  He  tried  for 
some  time  to  reduce  by  his  method  of  taxis,  as  published  in  Janu- 
ary, 1885,  but  succeeded  no  better  than  I  had. 

Operation  was  made  at  11  a.  m.,  July  23.  When  the  sac  was 
opened,  at  least  a  pint  of  bloody  serum  was  discharged.  Upon 
examination,  we  found  about  four  inches  of  the  colon  tightly  con- 
stricted, very  dark  colored,  with  numerous  spots  nearly  in  a  state 
of  gangrene.  There  was  considerable  trouble  in  returning  the 
bowel,  and  the  constriction  had  to  be  cut  in  half-a-dozen  places 
before  we  could  return  the  gut.  The  wound  was  closed  with  silk 
sutures,  dusted  with  iodoform,  covered  with  a  pad  of  absorbent  cot- 
ton, and  a  rubber  bandage  applied.  Prognosis  was  very  grave  on 
account  of  the  condition  of  the  bowel,  and  the  chills  and  fever. 
She  was  given  ice  and  iced  milk,  and  five  grains  quinia,  and  twenty 
drops  tinct.  ferri  per  chlor.  every  six  hours.  Twenty-two  hours 
after  operation,  her  temperature  rose  to  101,  it  being  her  chill  day, 
but  never  again  went  over  99;  patient  was  discharged,  cured,  Au- 
gust 14. 

Owing  to  the  frequency  and  danger  attending  hernia,  any  method 
promising  an  advance  in  our  treatment  should  be  hailed  with  de- 
light. Dr.  A.  C.  Bernays,  in  an  article  in  the  St.  Lotas  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  for  May,  1887,  recommends  a  subcutaneous 
division  of  Pouparts'  ligament,  which  will  relax  the  constriction, 
and  permit  reduction, — and  gives  two  cases  successfully  treated  by 
him.  I  am  so  well  satisfied  with  the  correctness  of  Dr.  Bernay's 
theory,  that  I  shall  give  it  a  trial  in  the  future,  before  resorting  to 
the  graver  operations;  and  would  respectfully  ask  my  professional 
brethren  to  give  it  a  trial,  and  report  results. 

I  am  a  strong  advocate  of  Heaton's  method  for  the  radical  cure 
of  hernia,  as  it  is  practiced  by  Dr.  Warren,  of  Boston,  and  De- 
Garmo,  of  New  York.    Warren's  instrument  is  complicated  and 
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costly.  I  use  DeGarmo's,  which  is  cheap,  and  answers  every  pur- 
pose. All  small  hernias  of  recent  date  can  be  cured  by  this 
method.  My  success  has  been  seventy-five  per  cent'.,  taking  all  the 
cases  I  could  get.  I  have  not  attempted  to  present  anything  new, 
but  to  give  a  short  synopsis  of  my  work  in  this  field. 


HADRA'S  OPERATION  FOR  CYSTOCELE-OPERATIO>,  CURE. 

By  F.  H.  Tucker,  M.  D..  San  Augustine,  Texas. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

ON  the  8th  of  July  I  performed  the  following  operation,  which  I 
shall  please  to  call  "  Hadra's  operation  for  cystocele."  The 
patient  35  years  of  age,  mother  of  three  children.  Not  having  an 
appliance  for  securing  patient,  I  had  a  leather  belt  made  to  encircle 
waist  of  patient,  one  ring  made  fast  to  belt  on  each  side.  I  then 
flexed  the  legs  on  the  thighs,  and  the  thighs  on  the  abdomen,  passed 
a  belt  around  the  leg  just  below  the  knee,  crossed  it  between  leg 
and  thigh,  crossed  again  over  the  thigh,  passed  the  ends  through 
the  rings  in  the  waist  belt  and  drew  them  tightly  and  secured  all 
well.  I  could  then  bring  buttocks  of  patient  to  edge  of  the  table, 
either  on  the  side  or  back. 

A  crescentic  transverse  incision  was  then  made  on  the  anterior 
lip  about  three-fourths  of  an  inch  off  from  the  os,  with  the  finger 
and  handle  of  scalpel  separated  the  vaginal  wall  from  the  tissues? 
lifted  the  flaps  up  for  about  1  ^  inches;  with  a  strong  tenaculum 
passed  through  the  rent.  I  hooked  the  cervix  and  brought  it  well 
downwards  and  forward;  then  with  an  anneurismal  needle  I 
passed  a  whip-cord  silk  ligature  through  the  cervix,  tied  the  ends 
together,  and  gave  to  an  assistant  to  make  traction;  a  continuous 
suture  was  transversely  carried  on  the  highest  point  of  the  flap, 
thus  tacking  the  vagina  to  the  cervix.  Bringing  the  edges  of  the 
wound  together  did  not  seem  to  raise  the  cervix  quite  high  enough. 
I  cut  away  a  narrow  strip  from  the  upper  flap.  I  then  brought  the 
edges  of  the  wound  together,  and  secured  them  by  another  con- 
tinuous suture. 

The  operation  thus  completed,  I  washed  out  the  vagina  with  a 
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bi-chloride  solution  1-4000  strength,  dusted  the  parts  with  iodo- 
form, packed  around  the  cervix  with  absorbent  cotton,  and  put  the 
patient  to  bed. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  in  all  cases  where  there  is  a  superabun- 
dance of  tissue  in  the  vagina  it  would  be  good  practice  to  re-sect 
a  transverse  portion  of  the  vaginal  flap,  as  was  done  in  this  case. 
It  at  once  lifts  the  cervix  up  nearer  a  natural  position,  and  flattens 
the  cystocele  more. 

The  patient  is  now  comfortable,  going  around  the  premises  with 
no  support  but  the  vaginal  packing  of  absorbent  cotton.  The  final 
result  in  this  case  promises  to  be  perfectly  satisfactory.  With  a 
little  care  to  avoid  wounding  the  ureters  and  bladder,  the  opera- 
tion is  one  of  comparatively  easy  execution. 


A  RARE  CASE  OF  DISLOCATION. 


By  C.  M.  Harrison,  M.  D.,  Tulip,  Fa?inin  County,  Texas. 
For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

This  case  is  reported  because  of  its  rarity.  Was  called  March 
29,  1887,  by  Mr.  T.,  to  see  his  baby,  about  four  weeks  old,  suffer- 
ing from  a  swollen  and  inflamatory  condition  of  a  hand  and  fore- 
arm, together  with  some  febrile  disturbance.  The  swelling  was  so 
great  that  the  real  condition  could  not  be  ascertained.  Local 
treatment  consisted  of  emolient  and  anodyne  applications,  while 
other  remedies  in  common  use  were  prescribed  for  the  febrile  con- 
dition. April  3,  convulsions  supervened.  The  swelling  by  this  time 
had  become  sufficiently  reduced  to  reveal  a  backward  dislocation 
of  the  carpus.  Dr.  T,,  who  saw  the  child  with  me,  and  who  also 
delivered  it,  said  there  was  nothing  abnormal  at  first,  and  con- 
curred in  diagnosis.  As  to  cause  of  dislocation,  I  cannot  say.  Not 
being  congenital,  having  no  convulsions  till  afterward,  parents 
ignorant  of  cause,  it  can  only  be  conjectural.  While  carpal  dislo- 
cations are  not  very  raie,  carpal  dislocations  in  infants  less  than  a 
month  old  are  seldom  seen  on  record. 


"A  Dead  Issue;"  a  still  born  child. 
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T.  S.  M.  A. 

Dr.  M.  K.  Lott,  of  Belton,  Texas,  claims  that  there  are  certain 
inaccuracies  in  the  Secretary's  Minutes  of  the  late  meeting  of  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Association,  as  published  in  the  Transactions 
just  issued,  and  points  them  out  in  a  letter  to  us.  We  make  the 
following  extract  from  his  letter,  in  justice  to  him,  and  to  all  con- 
cerned. There  was  considerable  confusion  on  the  floor  at  the  time, 
and  we  think  the  Secretary  is  excusable  if  he  did  get  the  names  of 
"movers  "  a  little  mixed,  so  many  were  speaking  or  "moving"  at 
one  time. 

"  I  note  some  inaccuracies  in  the  Proceedings  :  for  instance  :  on 
page  67.  "  Dr.  Lott  rose  to  a  point  of  personal  privelege  "  &c. 
"  Had  attempted  every  ligitimate  means  in  his  power  to  that  end, 
and  that  the  profession  of  Belton  would  not  settle  it."  [Lott's 
italics.]  The  words  underscored,  I  did  not  use  ;  but  I  said  that 
"  Dr.  Ghent  would  not  agree  for  the  profession  of  Belton  (who 
were  willing)  to  settle  it.  I  proposed  to  pick  a  physician  from  the 
county  and  [Dr.]  Ghent  to  pick  one,  they  to  select  a  third,  and  we 
were  to  abide  their  verdict,  whatever  it  was.  This,  [Dr.]  Ghent 
refused;  when  I  resorted  to  the  only  means  left  me,  &c. 

Again  :  on  same  page,  you  say,  "  Dr.  Lott  challenged  Dr.  Allen's 
vote  as  representing  Bell  county."  This  I  did  not  do  :  I  said  not 
a  word  about  it  ;  nor  do  I  understand  that  his  vote  was  challenged 
in  my  interest,  but  in  the  interest  of  truth  and  right.  The  Secretary 
of  Bell  County  Medical  Association,  [Dr.  Tally],  was  on  the 
floor,  and  challenged  the  vote,  he  being  aware  that  the  Bell 
County  Medical  Association  had  said  to  her  delegates  that 
she  would  not  be  represented,  and  that  Dr.  Allen  knew  it,  being 
President  of  the  Bell  County  Medical  Association  and  presiding  at 
the  time.  Just  how  "  Dr.  Allen  withdrew  his  vote  for  the  sake  of 
harmony,"  when  he  had  no  vote  to  withdraw,  is  not  well 
comprehended." 

"These  points  affect  me  vitally  and  I  think  the  correction  as  I  have 
here  made  it,  should  appear  in  your  next  Journal." 

[Signed]  M.  K.  Lott. 
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We  give  place  to  the  above,  with  pleasure,  but  we  do  not  attach 
the  importance  to  the  question  as  to  who  challenged  Dr.  Allen's 
vote,  that  Dr.  Lott  does  ; — it  was  challenged,  and  by  a  member  of 
the  Bell  County  Medical  Association,  and  we  thought  at  the  time, 
and  so  recorded  it,  that  it  was  challenged  by  Dr.  Lott,  and  it  is 
immaterial  whether  it  was  Dr.  Lott  or  Dr.  Tally. 


AUSTIN  DISTRICT  MEDIC  AL  SOCIETY. 


"And  now  by  Saint  George,  the  good  work  goes  bravely  ox" 
(or  words  to  that  effect:)  "Another  precinct  heard  from." 

(communicated.) 

The  question  of  organizing  a  district  medical  association  has 
been  agitated  for  some  time,  and  as  an  outcome  some  thirty  physi- 
cians met  yesterday  at  the  hall  of  the  Travis  County  Medical  So- 
ciety and  organized.  All  the  adjoining  counties  were  represented, 
and  the  meeting  was  one  full  of  interest,  and  the  prospect  of  an 
enthusiastic  and  useful  organization  is  very  promising. 

Prominent  amongst  the  visiting  physicians  were  Drs.  Black,  of 
Round  Rock;  Gregg  and  Richmond,  of  Manor;  Cocke,  of  San 
Marcos;  Ellison  and  Davidson,  of  Manchaca;  Hamilton  of  Horns- 
by;  Cunningham,  of  Elgin;  Hardy,  of  Paige;  F.  A.  Maxwell,  of 
Fiskville,  and  others.  The  physicians  of  Austin  were  largely  re- 
presented. Dr.  W.  A.  Morris  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Dr.  Q. 
C.  Smith  requested  to  act  as  secretary. 

A  constitution  and  by-laws  were  adopted,  and  then  the  meeting 
went  into  permanent  organization  by  the  election  of  officers. 

Dr.  T.  D.  Wooten  was  elected  president,  and  Dr.  W.  T.  Rich- 
mond, of  Manor,  first  vice-president;  Dr.  L.  H.  Hardy,  of  Paige, 
second  vice-president,  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett,  secretary.  The  following 
gentlemen  were  elected  a  board  of  censors:  Drs.  Swearingen, 
Denton,  Black,  Cunningham  and  Ellison. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  in  Austin,  second  Thursday  in 
December  (eighth  day) — it  being  determined  to  meet  quarterly. 
Doctors  Bennett,  Black,  Cocke  and  Cunningham  were  appointed 
to  read  essays  at  next  meeting.  It  is  understood  that  in  addition 
to  the  regular  essays  there  will  be  several  volunteer  papers,  which 
will  doubtless  lead  to  much  interesting  discussion. 

Alter  adjournment  the  visiting  delegates  were  entertained  by  the 
local  physicians  at  a  sumptuous  oyster  supper,  spread  by  the  pop- 
ular caterer,  Mons.  Simon — "The  first  of  the  season,  fine  fat  fellows 
fresh  from  Corpus  Christi,"  and  it  is  needless  to  say  the  weary 
M.  D's  did  ample  justice  to  the  spread. 

N,  B. — No  wine,  yet  all  were  happy. 
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Died.  Dr.  W.  H.  Wilson,  at  Runnels,  Texas,  on  August  the  4th, 
1887,  of  cancer  of  the  stomach. 

RESOLUTIONS  BY  THE  RUNNELS  COUNTY  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION  ON  THE 
DEATH  OF  W.  H.  WILSON,  M.  D. 

Whereas,  it  has  pleased  our  Heavenly  Father  in  the  exercise  of 
his  most  exalted  providence  to  remove  from  his  respective  sphere 
of  usefulness,  and  from  his  many  companions  in  the  professional 
brotherhood,  the  late  W.  H.  Wilson,  M.  D.,  and, 

Whereas,  we  realize  with  pathetic  feeling  the  loss  we  have  thus 
sustained,  we  deem  it  our  melancholy  duty  to  give  expression  to 
the  irreparable  vacuum  in  our  midst,  and  the  appreciation  of  his 
worth  as  a  physician  and  friend;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved.  That  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Wilson,  the  medical  profes- 
sion of  Runnels  county  has  been  bereft  of  one  of  its  most  efncient 
and  faithful  members. 

Resolved,  That  the  Runnels  County  Medical  Association  has 
been  deprived  of  one  of  its  most  earnest  supporters  and  co-workers, 
and  whose  thoughtful  counsel  placed  him  in  the  front  ranks  of  its 
membership. 

Resolved,  That  we  as  individuals  are  painfully  sensitive  to  our 
loss.  As  a  confere  he  was  ethical  and  non-egotistically  observant  of 
the  feelings  and  interests  of  his  fellowman.  As  a  man,  both  brave 
and  truthful,  honest  and  just.  Endowed  with  a  positive  character, 
he  departed  this  life. 

Dr.  Wilson  had  many  loving  friends  to  appreciate  him;  enemies 
also  had  he,  but  even  they  respected  him. 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  the  bereaved  family  of  deceased  our 
heartfelt  sympathy  as  professional  brothers,  and  invoke  that  con- 
solation for  them  which  can  only  be  given  by  Him  who  directeth 
all  things. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  shall  be  placed  upon  the 
Minutes  of  Runnels  County  Medical  Association.  That  the  family 
of  deceased  be  furnished  with  a  copy  and  Daniel's  Medical 
Journal  be  asked  to  publish  the  same. 

Thos.  A.  Rape,  ^ 


W.  A.  Rape  I 
C.  R.  Hargrove,  j 
J.  A.  Olive. 


^  T,    TT  ,>  Committee. 

C.  R.  Hargrove,  j 
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NINTH  INTERNATIONAL  MEDICAL  CONGRESS. 


HELD  IN  WASHINGTON,  D.  C,    SEPT.  5,  6,  J,  8,  Q  AND  10,  1887. 


The  Congress  assembled  in  Albaugh's  Opera  House  and  was 
formally  opened  at  n  a.  m.,  Sept.  5,  by  his  Excellency  Grover 
Cleveland,  President  of  the  United  States.  Dr.  Henry  H.  Smith, 
of  Philadelphia,  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  next  an- 
nounced the  officers  of  the  Congress,  all  of  whom  were  formally 
elected.  The  Secretary-General,  Dr.  J.  B.  Hamilton  made  his 
report,  reviewing  the  work  of  preparation,  and  Dr.  A.  P.  Y.  Garnett, 
of  Washington,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  arrangements  an- 
nounced the  arrangements  for  the  social  entertainment  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Congress  and  their  families.  Hon.  Thos.  F.  Bayard, 
Secretary  of  State,  delivered  the  address  of  welcome,  which  was 
responded  to  by  representatives  of  each  country,  as  follows:  Dr. 
Wm.  H.  Lloyd,  of  the  Royal  Navy,  for  England,  Dr.  Leon  Le  Fort, 
of  France,  Prof.  Unna  for  Germany,  Prof.  Semmola  for  Italy,  Dr. 
Charles  Reyher  for  Russia.  Dr.  L.  A.  Sayre,  of  New  York,  occu- 
pied the  chair,  whileDr.  Davis,  the  President,  delivered  his  address. 
Dr.  Davis'  address  is  said  to  have  been  a  very  brilliant  effort.  It 
is  a  matter  of  regret  that  we  cannot  produce  it  entire, — but  the  fact 
is,  the  International  Congress  is  too  big  a  thing  for  any  Journal  to 
report  in  full,  and  it  is  difficult  to  select  any  part  for  presentation, 
when  all  is  so  good. 

We  cannot  refrain  from  reproducing  the  following  extract,  how- 
ever,— if  for  nothing  else,  to  get  in  his  excellent  hit  at  his  old  ene- 
my homoeopathy ;  but  mainly  to  show  how  broad  and  comprehensive 
is  his  view  of  the  field  of  medicine: 

"The  living  human  body,  the  chief  object  of  your  solicitude,  not 
only  combines  in  itself  the  greatest  number  of  elementary  substan- 
ces and  the  most  numerous  organs  and  varied  functions,  so  attuned 
to  harmonious  action  as  to  illustrate  the  operation  of  every  law  of 
physics,  every  known  force  in  nature,  and  every  step  in  the  devel- 
opment of  living  matter,  from  the  simple  aggregation  of  protoplasm 
constituting  the  germinal  cell  to  the  full-grown  man,  but  it  is  placed 
in  appreciable  and  important  relations  with  the  material  objects 
and  immaterial  forces  existing  in  the  world  in  which  he  lives. 

Hence  a  complete  study  of  the  living  man,  in  health  and  disease 
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involves  a  thorough  study,  not  only  of  his  structure  and  functions 
but  more  or  less  of  every  element  and  force  entering  into  the  earth, 
the  air,  and  the  water  with  which  he  stands  in  constant  relation. 

The  medical  science  of  to-day,  therefore,  embraces  not  only  a 
knowledge  of  the  living  man  but  also  of  such  facts,  principles,  and 
materials  gathered  from  every  other  department  of  human  knowl- 
edge as  may  increase  your  resources  for  preventing  or  alleviating 
his  suffering  and  of  prolonging  his  life. 

The  time  has  been  when  medical  studies  embraced  little  else 
than  the  fanciful  theories  and  arbitrary  dogmas  of  a  few  leading 
minds,  each  of  which  became  for  the  time  the  founder  of  a  sect  or 
so-called  school  of  medicine,  with  his  deciples  more  or  less  numer- 
ous. But  with  the  development  of  general  and  analytical  chemis- 
try, of  the  several  departments  of  natural  science,  of  a  more  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  physics,  and  the  adoption  of  inductive  proces- 
ses of  reasoning,  the  age  of  theoretical  dogmas  and  of  medical 
sects  blindly  following  some  more  plausible  leader  passed  away, 
leaving  but  an  infinitesimal  shadow  yet  visible  on  the  medical  hor- 
izon. 

That  the  Congress  was  a  big  success,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  The 
Register  says  there  were  more  members  registered  and  in  attend- 
ance the  first  day  than  at  Copenhagen  (last  Congress)  the  entire 
week,  and  that  was  considered  a  good  one.  Two  hundred  and 
fifty  sat  at  one  time  in  the  section  of  Gynecology. 

It  was  our  intention  to  report  part  of  the  proceedings,  but  as 
there  is  such  an  immense  amount  of  it,  and  as  all  the  Weekly  jour- 
nals will  be  out  with  it  before  we  can  publish  it,  we  have  not  even 
attempted  a  synopsis.  It  is  thought  the  section  work,  alone,  will 
fill  several  large  volumes.  We  will,  however,  from  time  to  time, 
publish  abstracts  of  the  best  papers  read. 


TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


President  Burroughs  has  made  the  following  appointments:  "A 
committee  of  seven  to  draft  a  circular  letter  to  the  people  setting 
forth  the  necessity  and  advantages  of  a  law  to  regulate  the  practice 
of  medicine  in  Texas,"  under  a  resolution  by  Dr.  M.  A.  Taylor,  at 
last  meeting.  Drs.  M.  A.  Taylor,  Frank  Allen,  C.  H.  Wilkinson, 
W.  P.  Burt,  C.  J.  C.  King,  A.  W.  Pope  and  C.  F.  Paine. 
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Correspondence. 


THE  NINTH  INTERNATIONAL  MEDICAL  CONGRESS. 


(Letter  from  Washington.) 

The  Arlington,  Washington,  D.  C,  Sept.  9,  1887. 
Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

The  amount  of  work  done  at  this  meeting  of  the  Congress  is 
wonderful.  There  is  the  general  session  from  10  to  11  a.  m. — and 
from  11  a.  m.  to  1  p.  m.,  and  again  from  3  to  6  p.  m.  the  sections 
meet.  The  published  Transactions  will  fill  several  volumes.  It  is 
the  most  successful  session  yet  held,  and  is  unquestionably  the 
medical  event  of  modern  times.  Representative  men  are  here 
from  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world — men  of  distinction  in  their 
profession,  and  nearly  all  of  whom  have  contributed  papers,  and 
many  others  who  could  not  get  here  have  sent  their  papers.  The 
same  is  true  of  our  home  profession.  This  meeting  demonstrates 
very  clearly  that  all  the  medical  talent  of  this  country  is  not  con- 
fined to  any  geographical  limit.  The  different  sections  are  largely 
attended,  and  I  have  never  seen  so  much  earnestness  manifested  in 
the  discussion  of  papers.  The  social  features  have  been  exceed- 
ingly pleasant,  and  would  have  been  more  varied  but  for  the  facts 
that  Washington  is  at  this  season  almost  deserted  by  those  who 
would  extend  their  hospitality  were  they  here. 

The  reception  by  President  and  Mrs.  Cleveland  was  a  very 
splendid  affair.  Mr.  Cleveland  was  completely  overshadowed  by 
his  brilliant  wife,  and  all  the  doctors,  young  and  old  alike,  fell  in 
love  with  her.  She  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  charming  of 
women;  she  did  not  meet  one  in  a  cold,  formal  way,  but  with  a 
delightful  and  whole-souled-smile  of  welcome,  would  grasp  your 
hand,  as  though  she  were  meeting  some  old  and  dear  friend.  One 
of  our  gallant  and  chivalrous  Texas  confreres  was  heard  to  say, 

"  Mrs.  Cleveland,  I  am  from  ,  Texas,  and  it  affords  me  pleasure 

to  express  my  high  appreciation  and  that  of  Texas  for  President 
Cleveland's  wife,"  which  sentiment  was  heartily  endorsed  by  every 
one  who  had  the  pleasure  of  her  pleasant  greeting. 

The  banquet  last  night  at  the  Pension  Building  was  really  a 
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triumph.  The  decoration  of  the  immense  hall  was  the  most 
varied  and  brilliant.  Three  thousand  doctors,  most  of  them  in 
evening  dress,  and  as  many  ladies,  also  in  evening  costume,  were 
assembled  there,  presenting  a  picture  of  beauty  and  gallantry 
rarely  ever  seen.  The  menu  embraced  every  delicacy,  from  soup 
to  champagne.  However,  notwithstanding  this  fact,  the  Philadel- 
phia Press  states  that  "  it  was  a  failure;  "the  hall  was  jammed 
with  a  crowd  fairly  well  dressed,"  and  "about  1500  bottles  of 
American  champagne  were  opened."  That  "  the  Congress  was  in- 
harmonious;" that  "its  members  were  disappointed  in  its  results," 
and  that  "  the  foreign  delegates  complained,"  &c.  ad  nauseam.  All 
of  which  was  no  doubt  instigated  by  that  faction  which  has  done 
so  much  to  render  it  a  failure;  and  since  they  have  failed,  are  now 
trying  to  misrepresent,  but  the  effort  will  be  a  dead  letter,  for 
3000  missionaries,  members  of  the  Ninth  International  Medical 
Congress,  will  go  forth  to  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world  to  bear 
testimony  that  this  has  been  the  most  successful  Congress  that  has 
ever  convened,  not  only  in  view  of  the  perfect  harmony  which 
prevailed,  of  social  enjoyment,  and,  most  important  of  all,  of  the 
amount  of  scientific  work  which  was  offered  and  accomplished,  of 
which  fact  the  published  Transactions  will  be  a  lasting  evidence. 

Texas  was  well  represented,  both  in  point  of  numbers  and  abil- 
ity,— there  being  present  some  twenty  or  twenty-five  of  our  best 
known  physicians.  As  was  to  have  been  expected,  the  Texas  dele- 
gates sustained  the  dignity  and  honor  of  the  profession  in  a  becom- 
ing manner,  and  "  held  up  their  corner  "  in  the  discussion  of  papers 
in  the  sections.  We  recall  the  presence  of  Drs.  Cupples,  of  San 
Antonio,  J.  W.  McLaughlin  and  T.  J.  Tyner,  of  Austin,  O.  Eastland, 
of  Wichita  Falls,  H.  H.  Darr,  of  Caldwell,  Clark,  of  Moravia, 
Lockhart,  of  Chapel  Hill,  R.  B.  White,  of  Ennis,  Beall,  of  Fort 
Worth,  Chilton  and  Page,  of  Dallas,  Herri,  M.  K.  Taylor  and  M. 
K.  Taylor  Jr.,  of  San  Antonio,  J.  C.  Jones,  of  Gonzales,  Frank 
Paschall,  of  Chihuahua,  Mexico,  Paine,  West  and  Randall,  of  Gal- 
veston, Knott,  of  Goliad,  and  others.  Drs.  McLaughlin  and  others 
will  attend  the  gynecological  meeting  in  New  York  next  week. 
Yours  truly, 

T  


Editors  Departim5!1. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 


  COLLAEOBATOBS  =   

E.  J.  Doerina,  M.  D.,  Chicago.  H.  O.  Marcy,  M.  D.,  Boston. 

Geo.  Clippies,  M.  D.,  San  Antonio.  C.  K.  Gregg,  M.D.,  Mexico. 

Odo  Betz,  M.  D..  Germany.  R.  M.  Swearingen.  M.  D.,  Austin. 

E.  J.  Beall,  M.  D.,  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  C.  H.  Wilkinson,  M.  D.,  Galveston. 

T.  C.  Osborn,  M.  D.,  Cleburne,  Texas.  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  M.  D.,  Austin. 

Wm.  Penny,  M.  D.,  New  York.  R.  H.  L. Bibb,  M.  D.,  Mexico. 


THE  STATE  LUNATIC  ASYLUM  TROUBLE. 


In  our  last  issue  we  spoke  of  the  many  rumors  afloat  concerning 
the  management  of  this  institution,  and  urged,  for  the  sake  of  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  the  medical  profession,  and  of  the  State,  that 
a  searching  investigation  be  had;  in  order,  that  if  found  false  these 
rumors  might  be  forever  silenced,  and  if  true,  that  the  proper  rem- 
edy might  be  applied,  forthwith.  The  secular  press  was  also  out- 
spoken in  favor  of  an  investigation.  Since  our  last  issue  such  an 
investigation  has  taken  place;  and  as  this  is  no  local  matter,  but  one 
in  which  every  physician  in  Texas,  as  well  as  every  citizen,  feels  an 
interest,  and  in  which  the  honor  and  standing  not  only  of  a  promi- 
nent medical  man,  a  member  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion are  involved,  but  the  dignity  of  the  medical  profession  and 
the  good  name  of  the  State  are  affected  as  well,  we  propose  to  give 
the  facts  in  the  case;  but  in  the  very  nature  of  things  we  cannot  go 
into  details.  The  rumors  which  had  been  flying  about  like  leaves 
in  the  wind,  finally  crystalized,  and  took  shape  in  the  following 
formulated  charges: 

In  re:  Charges  preferred  by  Dr.  R.  S.  Johnston  against  Dr.  J 
S.  Dorsett. 

To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Texas  State  Lunatic  Asylum; 

Comes  now  the  relator,  Dr.  R.  S.  Johnston,  and  respectfully  sub- 
mits to  your  consideration  the  following  charges  amendatory  of 
and  additional  to  the  original  list  of  charges  heretofore  presented 
by  him  against  Dr.  J.  S.  Dorsett,  to-wit: 
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First — Prevarication  and  deception  in  transactions  with  Dr.  T. 
J.  Bennett,  Dr.  F.  A.  Maxwell  and  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  in  reference  to 
the  retention  of  the  two  first  named  gentlemen  in  the  employ  of 
the  asylum. 

Second — Prevarication  in  reference  to  slapping  one  Mary  Saw- 
yer. 

Third — Prevarication  to  Mrs.  Boddy.  Prevarication  in  reference 
to  the  infant  of  a  certain  colored  female  patient  having  been  born 
dead. 

Fourth — Drunkenness  during  his  term  of  superintendency  of  the 
asylum. 

Fifth — Causing  female  patients  to  kiss  visitors. 

Sixth — Superintendent  kissing  female  patients. 

Seventh — Abuse  and  mistreatment  of  attendants  and  patients. 

Eighth — Retaining  employees  who  treat  patients  cruelly. 

Ninth — Unjust  discrimination  between  employees  in  allowing 
them  time  for  recreation. 

Tenth — Not  allowing  employees  to  go  to  town  because  they 
would  circulate  reports  as  to  asylum  management. 

Eleventh — Unjust  discrimsnation  against  employment  of  persons 
from  Austin  for  same  reason  (sup.  10). 

Twelfth — Allowing  the  most  vicious  and  dangerous  patient  (Dick 
Roberts)  at  the  Asylum,  and  well  known  to  be  such,  to  have  an 
unusual  amount  of  liberty,  which  resulted  in  the  patients  inflicting 
injuries  upon  Manuel  C.  Lopez,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  died. 

Thirteenth  —  Permitting  garments  to  be  made  for  employees  by 
asylum  seamstresses  from  goods  belonging  to  the  State. 

Fourteenth — Discharging  patients  as  restored  who  are  not,  and 
who  are  immediately  reconvicted  or  returned  to  the  asylum. 

Fifteenth — Allowing  persons,  E.  K.  Wilson  and  John  C.  Nelson,, 
to  draw  salaries  to  which  they  are  not  entitled. 

Sixteenth — Misapplication  of  asylum  funds  by  paying  expenses 
of  attendants  to  accompany  to  their  homes  patients  who  are  dis- 
charged as  restored. 

Seventeenth — Sending  patients  across  the  country  in  an  uncov- 
ered private  conveyance  in  hot  weather,  when  cheap  and  comfort- 
able public  conveyance  was  accessible,  and  the  proper  means  for 
transporting  discharged  patients. 

Eighteenth — Speaking  disrespectfully  and  evil  of  the  second- 
assistant  physician  of  the  asylum. 

Nineteenth — Incompetent  in  character  and  profession  for  the 
position  of  superintendent  of  the  Texas  State  Lunatic  Asylum. 

The  above  additional  list  of  charges  are  true,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  belief. 

Robert  S.  Johnston. 
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Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  31st  of  August,  A.  D. 
1887. 

R.  A.  Johnston, 

Notary  Public. 

An  additional  charge  was  also  filed  covering  the  matter  of  the 
altercation  between  Dr.  Dorsett  and  George  Ellis  which  was  tried 
in  a  justice's  court  some  time  ago. 

To  all  the  charges  Colonel  Robertson  entered  a  verbal  denial 
and  plea  of  not  guilty.  Before  the  examination  of  witnesses  began 
counsel  for  the  prosecution  announced  that  they  would  abandon 
charges  Nos.  5  and  6,  which  was  so  ordered." 

The  Board  of  Managers  is  composed  of  five  prominent  citizens 
of  Austin — all  honorable  and  just  men,  who  are  duly  impressed 
with  the  gravity  of  the  charges,  and  with  their  responsibility;  and 
they  have  weighed  well,  all  the  evidence,  pro  and  con. 

The  investigation  lasted  about  ten  days,  and  the  Board,  on  the 
14th  inst.  rendered  their  verdict  to  the  effect,  that  eleven  of  the 
charges  are  pronounced  by  a  majority  of  the  board  to  be  proven  to 
their  satisfaction.  In  conformity  to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the 
Board,  the  President  notified  Dr.  Dorsett  in  writing,  officially,  to 
that  effect,  and  stated  that  the  board  was  then  ready  to  receive  his 
resignation.  To  this  notice  Dr.  Dorsett  replied,  that  to  resign, 
would  be  an  acknowledgment  of  the  truth  of  the  charges,  all  of 
which,  he  said,  had  been  disproved,  and  he  therefore  refused  to  resign. 
At  this  time  the  matter  stands  unsettled,  but  the  alternative  of  the 
Superintendent's  resignation,  is  said  to  be  that  of  three  (a  majority)- 
of  the  Board. 

As  the  lay-press  have  connected  the  local  profession  of  Austin 
with  this  investigation  in  an  unenviable  light,  asserting,  in  sub- 
stance, that  the  prosecution  of  Dr.  Dorset  had  been  instigated  by 
them,  and  urged  on  by  them,  in  the  interest  of  the  Austin  physi- 
cians who  went  out  of  office  with  the  change  of  administration,  we 
feel  called  upon  to  distinctly  declare  that  there  is  no  foundation 
for  such  assumption.  It  unfortunately  became  necessary  during 
the  investigation,  for  several  of  the  Austin  physicians  to  testify,  and 
we  can  bear  witness  that  they  did  so  reluctantly.  When  the  editor 
of  this  journal  was  requested  to  testify  to  a  conversation  had  with 
Dr.  Dorset,  he  rose  and  said  to  the  Board:  "Lest  I  be  misunder- 
stood in  connection  with  this  investigation,  I  wTish  to  state  that  I 
am  here,  not  as  a  witness,  but  as  a  representative  of  the  medical 
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press,  and  on  special  invitation  of  Dr.  Dorset.  I  know  nothing 
whatever  of  the  management  of  the  Asylum,  nor  of  Dr.  Dorset's 
fitness  or  unfitness  for  the  position;  nor  did  I  know  until  now  (the 
fourth  day)  that  I  was  expected  to  go  on  the  stand.  If  it  is  neces- 
sary to  the  investigation  that  I  should  repeat  a  conversation  had 
with  Dr.  Dorset,  with  reference  to  Drs.  Bennet  and  Maxwell,  I  can 
have  no  objection  to  doing  so."  We  know  that  it  was  also  with 
reluctance  that  Drs.  Swearingen  and  Denton  took  the  stand;  and 
on  behalf  of  the  Austin  profession,  we  utterly  repudiate  and  deny 
that  the  prosecution  of  these  charges  was  instigated  or  abetted  by 
them. 

What  will  be  the  final  outcome  of  the  trouble  remains  to  be 
seen,  tho'  we  believe  the  Board  is  composed  of  men  who,  seeing 
their  duty,  and  especially  having  had  it  distinctly  pointed  out  to 
them  by  the  daily  papers  {Statesman,  15H1),  will  fearlessly  dis- 
charge it — i.  e.,  to  declare  the  position  of  Superintendent  vacant — 
"  cause"  having  been  found  "  good  and  sufficient."  Here  it  is  nec- 
essary to  explain  that  only  three  of  the  five  members  of  the  Board 
pronounced  eleven  of  the  charges  sustained,  but  four  of  the  number 
concurred  in  requesting  the  resignation  of  the  Superintendent. 

It  is  said  that  there  are  already  nine  applicants  for  the  prospect- 
ive vacancy. 

Still  at  it. — Friends  of  Win.  Wood  &  Co.,  of  whom  there  are 
many  in  the  South  and  West,  who  admire  their  enterprise,  pluck 
and  liberality  in  dealing,  had  sincerely  hoped  that  they,  having 
seen  the  great  extent  to  which  the  editorial  course  of  the  New  York 
Medical  Record  with  especial  reference  to  the  Congress,  had  alien- 
ated Southern  and  Western  physicians,  had  muzzled  the  editor  ; 
and  hence  many  in  those  sections  read  with  surprise,  and  a 
feeling  akin  to  disgust,  the  unjust  and  untrue  stricture  on  the 
Congress  in  last  issue  of  that  publication.  It  ''damns  with  faint 
praise"  indeed  ;  and  still  snarls  and  snaps,  as  in  days  of  organi- 
zation. The  Record  still  sticks  to  it  that  the  Congress  was  not  "rep- 
resentative," but  was  made  up  of  "'Western  men,  with  more  from 
the  South,  a  few  from  the  East,  and  a  sprinkling  of  Europeans:" 
and  in  face  of  a  success,  demonstrated  by  the  Record's  own  publi- 
cation of  the  many  and  excellent  papers,  by  distinguished  Euro- 
peans— pronounces  it  a  failure — except  as  to  numbers  ! 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


IF  THE  PROFESSION  WILL  OBSERVE  THE  DIFFER- 
ENCE BETWEEN 

CARNRICK  S  SOLUBLE  FOOD 

FOR  INFANTS, 
and  other  Foods  in  the  Market,  they  certainly  will  use  no 
other. 

m~  IT  IS  ENTIRELY  DIFFERENT  FROM  AXY 
FOOD  THAT  HAS  EVER  BEEN  INTRODUCED. 

In  the  production  of  Carnrick's  Soluble  Food,  we  have  reached  a  degree  ot 
perfection  that,  we  believe,  can  never  be  excelled  by  human  skill,  in  view  of  which 
we  invite  the  most  careful  scrutiny  and  criticism. 

1st.  It  is  the  only  real  Milk  Food  in  the  market,  being  composed  largely  of 
the  solid  constituents  of  cow's  milk,  while  those  heretofore  introduced  contain  but 
a  small  proportion  of  milk  to  a  large  proportion  ot  the  cereals. 

2nd.  The  great  objection  to  cow's  milk  as  a  food  for  infants  is  the  toughness 
of  the  casein.  In  Soluble  Food,  the  casein  of  the  milk  is  sufficiently  digested  to 
render  it  light  and  flocculent,  like  the  casein  of  human  milk,  and  therefore  as 
easily  digested. 

3rd.  The  composition  of  Carnick's  Soluble  Food,  as  shown  by  Prof.  Stutzei 
and  Brenneman,  corresponds  almost  exactly  with  the  composition  of  a  good  quality 
of  human  milk. 

4th.  The  starch  in  Soluble  Food  is  converted  into  dextrine  instead  of  malt 
sugar,  for  the  reason  that  dextrine,  when  taken  into  the  infant's  stomach,  cannot 
ferment,  besides  dextrine  is  a  stimulant  to  digestion.  There  is  great  danger, 
especially  in  the  summer  season,  in  giving  foods  to  infants  that  are  entirely  conver- 
ted into  malt  sugar,  for  the  reason  that  they  are  very  apt  to  ferment  before  assimi 
lation  commences. 

5th.  From  thousands  of  tests  made  during  the  past  year,  we  are  perfectly-con 
fident  that  Carurick's  Soluble  Food  will  nourish  as  perfectly  and  digest  as 
easily  as  human  milk.  We  would  be  glad  to  have  every  physician  test  it,  and  with 
this  in  view,  will  gratuitously  furnish  a  large  sample  for  that  purpose. 

6th.  Cow's  milk  cannot  be  digested  in  the  household  by  the  nurse  or  mother 
with  any  degree  of  certainty,  besides  the  use  of  cow's  milk,  entirely  digested  in 
this  way,  will  invariably  produce  constipation  and  very  soon  malnutrition. 

In  a  discussion  on  Maternal  and  Wet-nursing  before  the  N.  Y.  Academy 
of  Medicine,  Dr.  Simon  Baruch  says  : 

"I  have  recently  had  some  happy  experience  with  this  preparation,  called  'Carn- 
rick's  Soluble  Food,'  composed  of  partially  pre-digested  dessicated  milk  in  com- 
bination with  wheat,  the  starch  of  which  is  converted  into  the  unfermentable  and 
easily  soluble  form  of  dextrine.  I  believe  if  the  food  is  maintained  at  its  present 
standard,  that  we  have  an  important  factor  in  the  solution  of  the  wet-nurse  problem. ' ' 

We  are  confident  that  were  Carnrick's  Soluble  Food  exclusively  used  during 
the  summer  season,  but  few  cases  of  cholera  Infantum  would  occur.  Do  not 
fail  to  try  it  for  you  can  do  so  at  our  expense..  Send  for  pamphlet,  giving 
minute  description  of  the  process  of  preparing  this  Food. 

REED  <Sc  CAZEWSTIRICns:, 

CANADA:  NEW  YORK:  ENGLAND: 

10  Colborne  St.       Mercantile  Exch.  Bldg.  24  Han  St.,  Bloomsbury 

TORONTO.  2,  4  &  6  HARRISON  ST.  I  -NDON. 
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LACTOPEPTINE. 

The  most  important  Remedial  Agent  ever  Presented  to  the  Profession,  for 
DYSPEPSIA,  VOMITING  IN  PREGNANCY] 
CHOLERA  INFANTUM, 

CONSTIPATION,  and  all  diseases  arising  from  imperfect  nutrition. 

LACTOPEPTINE  IN  CHOLERA  INFANTUM. 

We  desire  to  call  special  attention  to  toe  great  vn'uc  of  Lactone])'  iue  in  Cholera  Infantum* 
and  other  intestinal  troubles  incident  tothe  heated  term. 

Send  address  lor  our  Medical  Almanac,  containing'  valuable  ?nJ 


rrnation. 


P.  0.  Box  1574 


THE  NEW  YOEK  PHAHMACAL  ASSOCIATION, 


New  York. 


DAN  IE  US  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


95 


j3lBLIOGRAPHY. 


Transactions  Texas  State  Medical  Association  for  1887.  [19th 
Annual  Convention,  Austin,  Texas,  April,  1887.  Printed  for 
the  Association  by  Eugene  Von  Boeckmann,  Austin,  Texas. 
F.  E.  Daniel,  R.  M.  Swearingen  and  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  Pub- 
lishing Committee.    F.  E.  Daniel,  Secretary.] 

This  is  a  volume  of  440  pages,  in  paper  cover,  having  a  cut  of 
the  new  capitol  of  Texas  on  the  cover,  and  an  electrotype  of  Dr. 
S.  R.  Burroughs,  President  of  the  Association,  on  the  title  page. 

The  first  92  pages  contain  the  officers  and  committees,  and  the 
Secretary's  Minutes  of  the  four  days  proceedings.  This  is  followed 
by  the  President's  address — a  document  which  must  be  read  to  be 
properly  appreciated. 

Then  follows  the  Section  work,  beginning  with  the  report  of  the 
Chairman  of  each  section. 

On  Practice,  and  Materia  Medica,  etc.,  the  Chairman's  report,  a 
paper  on  "  Fevers,"  by  Dr.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  Galveston,  is  an  able  and 
exhaustive  production.  The  Doctor  confines  himself  to  continued 
fevers,  and  says  he  has  drawn  mainly  from  his  own  store  of  theo- 
ries and  experiences.  He  makes  no  attempt  to  offer  a  rationale  of 
the  phenomena  of  all  fevers, — but  says  that  "the  ancient  notion 
that  febrile  paroxysm  is  a  salutary  effort  of  nature  to  free  herself 
from  some  oppressive  load,  or  morbific  matter,  harmonizes  with 
the  germ  theory  of  to-day."  The  main  argument  is  to  show  that  all 
continued  asthenic  fevers  are  not  typhoid  (a  very  popular  falacy), 
and^that  intestinal  lesions  are  not  absolutely  pathognomonic  of 
typhoid  fever.  A  most  interesting  and  instructive  paper,  well 
worthy  of  a  permanent  place  in  the  literature  of  the  subject.  Dr. 
Paine jwi  11  be  remembered  as  the  late  able  and  popular  Professor 
of  Materia  Medica,  etc.,  in  the  University  of  Louisiana,  of  which 
institution  he  is  an  alumnus  of  '61. 

"Babies  and  their  Troubles,"  by  Dr.  C.  L.  Gwyn  of  Galveston, 
is  a  short  and  sensible  paper,  in  which  the  author  argues  that  the 
great'mortality  of  infants  is  largely  due  to  errors  in  feeding;  and 
emphasizes  the  precept,  that  a  child  should  not  be  fed  until  the 
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period  of  dentition,  provided  the  mother  is  healthy,  and  the  supply 
of  nourishment  sufficient.  He  lays  down  some  good  hygienic  rules 
which,  if  followed,  would  result  in  saving  many  a  weakly  infant. 

Dr.  E.  Goldman  of  Galveston,  has  a  sensible  paper  on  mental 
alienation — which  he  has  observed  to  result  from  intermittent  (ma- 
larial) fever. 

Dr.  O.  L.  Williams  gives  some  hints  on  the  use  of  antipyrin  ; 
well  worth  reading. 

In  his  paper,  entitled  "Irritation  of  the  Spinal  Cord,''  Dr.  J.  W. 
Carhart  of  Lampasas  suggests  that  certain  spinal  trouble  may  be 
due  to  the  negligent  manner  in  which  corn  meal  is  sometimes  pre- 
pared in  this  country.  He  points  out  that  frequently  there  is  "smut" 
(diseased  grain)  at  the  end  of  the  "ear"  of  corn,  and  that  it  is  not 
separated  before  the  corn  is  ground,  and  draws  a  parallel  between 
its  action  and  that  of  ergot,  (diseased  rye)  which  "is  known  to 
produce  anaemia."  He  says: — "It  is  now  a  well  recognized  fact 
that  irritation  of  the  cord  is  the  result,  not  of  inflammation,  but  of 
anaemia;  and  hence,  is  accounted  for,  the  prevalence  of  sore  shins 
and  spinal  irritation  in  Texas." 

An  excellent  paper  by  Dr.  E.  J.  Ward  of  Waxahachie,  is  entitled 
"Typho-Malarial  Fever;"  it  is  the  most  complete  paper  on  the 
subject  we  have  seen.  The  author  reviews  the  literature  on  the 
subject  in  a  manner  as  pleasing  as  it  is  thorough;  pays  a  tribute  to 
Woodward,  and  defends  the  name,  and  the  existence  of  the  disease. 
"That  such  a  fever  does  exist  in  localities  where  malarial  and 
typhoid  fevers  are  endemic,  rests  upon  irrefragable  testimony;"  and 
again:  "But  if  it  can  be  shown  that  the  disease  is  a  hybrid,  pre- 
senting the  clinical  features  of  typhoid  and  malarial  fevers,  and 
caused  by  the  co-existence  of  the  two  pathogenic  factors,  which 
separately  produce  typhoid  and  malarial  fevers,  then  it  would  seem 
to  be  difficult  to  find  a  more  appropriate  name  than  "typho-mala- 
rial  fever." 

Dr.  Eugene  Palmer  has  a  classical  paper  on  the  "History  and 
Mechanism,  or  Modus  Operandi  of  Anaesthetics,"  in  which  he  re- 
views the  early  experiments  with  ether  and  nitrous  oxide,  and  lays 
down  some  good  rules  for  meeting  accidents  from  the  administra- 
tion of  anaesthetics.    This  paper  is  worth  reading. 

Dr.  C.  F.  Paine,  of  Commanche,  gives  the  history  of  a  very  re- 
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markable  case  of  haematemesis,  occurring  in  a  stout  man,  of  60, 
and  which  was  attended  with  convulsions.  The  man  died.  The 
cause  was  obscure,  but  like  many  such  cases,  was  supposed  to  be 
due  to  an  enlarged  liver  or  spleen,  or  both.  Patient  was  a  hard 
worker,  addicted  to  strong  drink. 

A  very  extraordinary  case  is  reported  by  Drs.  Bowers,  Coleman 
and  Lancaster,  under  the  comprehensive  title,  "Typhlitis,  Peri- 
typhlitis, Para-typhlitis  and  Spleenitis."  A  child,  aged  29  months, 
fed  on  acorns  until  there  was  a  distension  of  the  whole  abdomen, 
inflammation,  and  an  agglutination  of  all  the  internal  organs.  The 
only  wonder  is  that  the  child  did  not  succumb  to  the  violence  of 
the  inflammation. — which  must  have  been  violent  to  result  in  such 
extensive  adhesions.  Was  this  not  probably  a  case  of  impaction 
of  the  whole  colon  ? 

Dr.  T.  T.  Bennett  relates  some  interesting  experiments  which  go 
to  show  the  antagonism  between  chloral  and  strychnia,  and  be- 
tween strychnia  and  urethan,  which  led  him  to  believe  that  urethan 
would  control  spasms  from  any  cause,  and  to  try  it  ;  which  he  did, 
successfully,  in  a  case  of  puerperal  convulsions.  This  is  a  valuable 
suggestion. 

Dt.  S.  T.  Lowry  gives  an  account  of  a  case  of  dermatitis,  with 
complete  desquamation,  produced  by  the  internal  administration 
of  quinine. 

In  the  section  of  obstetrics  Dr.  H.  A.  West's  paper  on  placenta 
previa  was  pronounced  by  a  member  "the  most  classical  paper  he 
had  seen."  It  is  a  good  paper,  worthy  of  a  careful  perusal.  At  the 
election  of  officers  Dr.  West  was  complimented  with  the  chairman- 
ship of  the  section  on  Medical  Jurisprudence,  Chemistry  and 
Psychology.    A  good  selection. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Beall,  of  Fort  Worth,  relates  the  diagnosis  and  remova^ 
of  an  interstitial  fibroid,  in  a  parturient  woman.  The  tumor  was 
enucleated,  and  the  child  delivered  successfully;  mother  and  child 
both  survived.  This  paper  is  illustrated  with  a  cut,  showing  the 
relative  position  of  tumor  and  child.  It  was  prepared  originally 
for  this  Journal — and  it  was  an  after-thought  to  read  it  at  the  As- 
sociation meeting.    The  paper  appeared  in  our  May  number. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Osborn's  paper  on  "Puerperal  Eclampsia,  Treated  by 
Verat.  Veride  Hypodermically,"  is  good  reading.    The  Doctor 
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gets  best  results  from  that  method.  The  reading  of  this  paper 
elicited  a  lively  discussion,  and  brought  out  a  great  diversity  of 
views,  and  modes  of  treatment. 

Dr.  Osborn's  address  as  Chairman  of  the  Surgical  Section,  "  An- 
tisepsis," is  a  masterly  review  of  the  subject,  interspersed  with 
illustrations  of  the  beneficent  results  of  antisepsis  in  his  hands. 

In  39  years  practice  Dr.  S.  Farrow  Styles  met  six  shoulder  pre- 
sentations in  2000  deliveries.  He  gives  the  history  of  each; — a 
valuable  contribution  to  the  statistics  of  midwifery. 

Dr.  S.  H.  Stout,  one  of  the  "fathers,"  who  will  be  remembered 
by  all  old  Confederate  surgeons  as  the  very  efficient  Medical  Di- 
rector of  the  Hospital  Department  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee, — 
subsequently  Professor  of  Obstetrics  in  Atlanta  Medical  College — 
treats  of  the  "  Management  of  the  Third  Stage  of  Labor,"  from  the 
standpoint  of  personal  experience,  and  lays  down  some  excellent 
precepts. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Oliver  relates  the  details  of  a  "  Lithotomy  for  Supposed 
Encysted  Calculus  of  the  Bladder,  with  many  Ugly  Complications." 
"  When  the  cavity  of  the  bladder  was  thoroughly  explored,  *  *  no 
calculus  was  was  found,  but  instead,  several  tumors  about  the  size 
of  a  large  buckshot  at  the  site  where  the  supposed  calculus  was- 
invariably  felt;  nor  could  the  sound  be  made  to  locate  the  rough 
substance  we  had  so  forcibly  felt  a  few  minutes  previously.  *  *  *  I 
am  still  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  little  tumors  may  have 
been  small  calculi  imbedded,  covered  with  phosphatic  deposits." 
Patient  died  two  months  and  eleven  days  after  the  operation.  A 
very  interesting  paper. 

"A  case  of  Conservative  Surgery,"  by  Dr.  J.  D.  Bass,  is  a  valua- 
ble lesson.  The  Doctor  had  a  badly  torn  arm,  in  which  much  tis- 
sue was  lost.  lie  attempted  to  fill  in  with  sponge,  as  Drs.  Beall  & 
Adams  had  been  successful  in  grafting,  but  it  was  disastrous.  He 
says  the  sponge  becomes  a  source  of  constant  irritation,  and  keeps 
up  suppuration.  The  attempt  was  abandoned,  and  the  arm  finally 
amputated.  This  report  may  prevent  some  one  from  trying  the 
sponge  to  the  exclusion  of  known  and  tried  means  which  promise 
better  results. 

One  of  the  most  creditable  papers,  as  well  as  operations,  is  that 
by  Dr.  John  C.  Jones,  of  Gonzales.     Dr.  Jones  operated  success- 
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fully  for  a  strangulated  gut  (small  intestine  encircled  by  a  perito- 
toneal  band),  in  a  man  of  70,  after  eleven  days  strangulation.  The 
operation  did  not  last  over  forty  minutes.  Patient  was  a  subject  of 
inguinal  hernia,  and  the  hernia  became  constricted  after  being  re- 
duced. 

Dr.  Luther  B.  Creath  contributes  a  well  considered  paper  on 
"  Scrofulous  Glands  of  the  Neck,  and  Their  Removal."  The  paper 
shows  much  reading  and  much  sensible  reflection,  and  is  one  of 
real  merit.  We  commend  it  to  our  readers,  and  especially  to 
young  physicians. 

Dr.  E.  J.  Ward,  one  of  the  most  fluent  writers  in  the  association 
relates  how  he  ligated  the  popliteal  artery  for  a  case  of  elephantia- 
sis arabum. 

Dr.  F.  H.  Tucker,  relates  the  very  remarkable  occurrence  of  a 
congenital  imperforate  prepuce,  in  a  child  of  five  months.  The 
mother  stated  that  the  child  had  passed  no  water  since  birth:  but 
the  doctor  says,  there  was  a  recto-vesical  fistula,  through  which  the 
urine  escaped.    Relief  by  circumcision. 

Dr.  Tucker,  also,  as  chairman  of  the  section  on  Gynecology  con- 
tributes a  good  paper  on  "Pelvic  Hematoma",  in  which  he  reviews 
the  work  in  gynecology  in  the  past  twelve  months. 

Dr.  L.  J.  Graham  makes  a  good  showing  of  obstetric  skill  and 
learning  in  his  "Report  of  a  few  Obstetric  Cases." 

Dr.  C.  F.  Paine,  relates  a  Craniotomy  and  comments  on  Cran- 
iotomy in  general. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable,  as  well  as  interesting  papers,  is  that 
by  Dr.  J.  W.  Carhart  in  which  he  tells  how  he  treated  (successfully) 
a  large  spina-bifida,  which  was  ruptured  during  delivery. 

He  says:  "There  was  a  sudden  gush  of  water,  larger  in  quantity 
than  on  the  rupture  of  the  membranes,  and  I  felt  the  release  of  the 
child  as  from  a  vise,  and  it  was  born.  The  first  glance  at  the  back, 
revealed  the  cause  of  the  obstruction.  The  emptied  sac,  which, 
when  full  of  fluid  must  have  been  as'large  as  the  child's  head,  lay 
folded  back  over  the  childs  buttocks,  revealing  a  bleeding  surface 
from  which  the  tumor  had  been  torn,  in  the  lumbo-sacral  region, 
about  three  inches  in  diameter.  *  *  *  "I  cut  out  of  the  empty 
sack  a  flap  of  skin  of  requisite  size  and  shape  to  completely  cover 
the  naked  spot  between  the  hips  from  which  the  tumor  was  torn. 
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This  flap  was  of  course,  adherent  for  one-third  of  its  circumference 
at  the  lower  segment. 

After  washing  the  parts  with  warm  bichloride  solution  of  about 
1-5000,  I  dusted  them  lightly  with  powdered  iodoform,  and,  bring- 
ing the  edges  nicely  in  apposition,  I  sewed  them  with  fine  silk,  tak- 
ing about  fourteen  continuous  sutures.  I  applied  adhesive  straps, 
in  various  directions,  over  the  whole,  gave  it  to  the  nurse  for  a  very 
limited  ablution  and  ordered  it  kept  on  its  face,  with  head  slightly 
lower  than  the  hips,  and  gave  no  internal  medication,  as  it  was  not 
indicated,  and  ordered  no  more  handling  than  was  strictly  neces- 
sary." 

Dr.  O.  J.  Kendall  tells  of  a  case  in  which  a  negro  woman  gave 
birth  to  a  pair  of  "  assorted  "  twins,  one  white  and  one  black. 

Dr.  P.  J.  Bowers  relates  his  difficulties  with  a  "Complicated  Case 
of  Labor,"  breech  presentation,  complicated  by  partial  placenta 
prsevia,  adherent  at  that,  in  a  woman  who  had  previously  given 
birth  to  five  children,  and  each  labor  was  characterized  by  adhe- 
rent placenta. 

In  the  section  on  Ophthalmology  the  chairman  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner, 
of  Austin,  read  his  address,  a  paper  in  which  he  briefly,  but 
clearly  reviewed  the  progress  and  dcings  in  that  interesting  and 
important  branch  of  Medical  Science,  discusses  the  value  of  certain 
drugs,  and  compares  the  various  modes  of  operation,  etc.  With 
regard  to  the  so-called-new-treatment  after  cataract  operation,  (by 
adhesive  strips,  instead  of  the  bandage,  claimed  recently  by  Dr. 
Chisholm,  to  have  originated  with  him  in  the  Presbyterian  Hospi- 
tal in  Baltimore),  Dr.  Tyner  had  practiced  it  for  years,  having 
learned  it  of  DeWecker,  in  Paris  ; — but  the  Doctor  says  :  "  I  now, 
in  nearly  every  case,  apply  the  bandage  the  first,  and  sometimes 
for  the  second  night,  [as  a  protection  from  injury,  and  not  for  the 
darkness],  changing  it  for  the  plaster  the  next  morning.  This  rule 
I  invariably  adopt  with  the  Mexicans,  of  whom  I  had  many  under 
treatment  during  my  residence  in  San  Antonio.  It  may  not  be  out 
of  place  to  state  here,  as  I  have  had  occasion  to  do  before  the  West 
Texas  Medical  Society,  that  in  every  case  of  extraction  in  that 
class  of  people,  I  have  had  the  most  troublesome  conjunctivitis, 
commencing  about  the  sixth  to  the  eighth  day,  and  lasting  from 
four  to  six  weeks.    Treatment  seemed  to  do  no  good;  after  a  given 
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time  the  inflammatory  symptoms  would  subside,  and  a  good  recov- 
ery was  had  in  every  case." 

The  reason  why  Mexicans  are  more  liable  to  conjunctivitis  after 
extraction,  the  doctor  thinks, — and  he  is  the  first,  we  believe,  to 
point  out  this  clinical  fact, — is  because  of  their  habits  of  life.  He 
says,"  for  the  most  part  they  are  very  poor,  live  in  uncomfortable 
houses,  and  upon  the  poorest  and  scantiest  food."  "This  inflam- 
matory tendency,"  says  the  doctor,  "was  in  direct  contrast  to  the 
whites — in  whom  inflammatory  reaction  was  the  exception." 

Dr.  R.  H.  Chilton  of  Dallas  has  a  good  paper  on  "Iritis," — a 
paper  which  shows  that  the  doctor  is  an  enthusiast  in  his  chosen 
field,  and  knows  how  to  handle  the  pen  as  well  as  the  scalpel. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Smith,  relates  a  case  of  Neuro-Retinitis  in  a  German 
woman,  in  which  the  value  of  a  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  of 
medical  skill  was  demonstrated;    a  creditable  case  for  the  doctor. 

The  report  of  the  chairman  of  the  section  on  Electro-Therapeu- 
tics— the  venerable  Dr.  F.  T.  Paine,  reads  like  a  work  of  fiction,  so 
full  is  it  of  rare  cases,  and  most  unusual  results.  The  Doctor  has 
devoted  his  time  wholly,  for  three  years,  to  observing  the  effects  of 
electrical  treatment,  and  has  tried  it  in  all  sorts  of  cases;  and  the 
result,  as  related  in  the  admirable  paper  before  us,  is  astounding. 
It  would  seem  to  open  up  a  new  field  for  experimental  research, 
and  that  there  is  scarcely  a  limit  to  the  possibilities  of  this  won- 
derful agent,  guided  and  directed  by  intelligence,  and  the  ripe  ex- 
perience of  three  score  years  and  ten.  If  future  observation  shall 
confirm  the  statements  here  recorded  by  Dr.  Paine,  there  is  no 
estimating  the  value  of  electricity  as  a  remedial  agent.  We  wish 
we  had  the  space  to  give  some  of  his  cases,  and  especially,  to 
describe  his  peculiar  views  as  to  the  existence  of  an  "electrical 
anaesthesia"  (he  calls  it;)  in  a  large  number  of  cases.  Dr.  Paine 
says,  that  there  are  women  whose  vagina  and  other  parts  are  insen- 
sible to  an  electrode,  which  if  applied  to  another,  would  seem  like 
a  red  hot  iron.  We  advise  our  readers  to  study  this  paper;  it  is 
full  of  interest.  By  the  bye,  we  are  proud  to  see  that  the  British 
Medical  Journal  makes  mention  of  Dr.  Paine's  paper  on  Solix  Nigre, 
published  in  Transactions  for  '84,  the  first  Texas  paper  ever  quoted 
by  that  Journal,  so  far  as  we  know. 

Under  this  section  Dr.  R.  G.  Williams  has  a  good  paper  on 
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Rheumatism,  Neuralgia  and  Vertigo,  treated  by  the  electric  current. 

The  book  closes  with  the  Section  of  Gynecology,  in  which  there 
are  only  two  papers,  one  by  the  Chairman,  Dr.  F.  H.  Tucker,  of 
San  Augustine — to  which  we  have  alluded,  when  mentioning  his 
other  papers — and  one,  the  last  in  the  series — by  Dr.  B.  E.  Ha- 
dra,  of  Austin,  entitled,  "  The  Difficulties  and  Shortcomings  of 
Trachelorrhaphy,  and  Some  Suggestions  How  they  may  be  Over- 
come," a  paper  written  in  the  usual  forcible  style  of  this  well 
known  author.  Dr.  Hadra  is  remarkable  for  his  originality.  He 
has  devisid  several  operations,  or  rather,  modified  certain  recog- 
nized procedures,  and  his  manner  of  operating  is  well  known  to 
his  confreres.  Dr.  Hadra  has  a  book  now  in  press  on  the  subject 
of  the  female  perineum — "  Lesions  of  the  Pelvic  Floor,"  it  is 
called,  and  which  we  hope  soon  to  have  the  pleasure  of  reviewing. 

The  section  work  is  followed  by  Dr.  Wooten's  address  on  "  The 
University  of  Texas."  As  this  paper  has  appeared  in  full  in  the 
Journal,  we  will  not  speak  of  it  here. 

The  Appendix  contains  the  roll  of  members,  officers  since  or- 
ganization, Code  of  Ethics,  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  resolutions, 
ordinances,  etc.,  and  an  index. 

The  printing  was  done  by  Eugene  Von  Boeckmann,  of  Austin, 
and  the  binding  by  John  Southgate.  There  are  440  closely  printed 
pages,  long  primer,  and  39  lines  to  the  page,  and  468  words.  It 
was  done  at  the  astonishingly  low  price  of  $1  per  page,  and  cost, 
therefore,  not  exceeding  75  or  80  cents  per  copy.  There  was  one- 
third  more  manuscript  than  last  year,  and  had  it  been  printed  in 
same  type,  would  have  made  880  pages,  or  one-third  larger  than 
the  large  volume  of  18S6.  The  presswork  and  paper  are  good,  and 
we  think  it  a  most  creditable  work,  especially  considering  the  cost. 
We  are  pleased  to  say  the  work  has  met  the  hearty  approbation  of 
President  Burroughs,  who  is  kind  enough  to  compliment  the  Sec- 
retary and  the  Publishing  Committee  in  the  following  graceful 
language: 

"  Please  allow  me  to  congratulate  the  Committee  on  Publication 
for  the  elegant,  admirable  and  efficient  manner  in  which  it  has  dis- 
charged its  duty  in  presenting  the  members  with  such  a  hand- 
some volume  of  Transactions.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded 
to  the  artistic  and  scientific  selection  and  arrangement  of  the  ar- 
ticles comprising  the  volume." 
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[And  to  the  Secretary.] 

"  I  think  your  work  has  been  admirably  executed  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  the  Minutes,  and  in  the  publication  and  issue  of  the 
Transactions." 

And  our  esteemed  Treasurer, — the  "  old  faithful  " — as  some  call 
him,  expresses  himself  on  the  subject  in  his  blunt,  but  kind  way  as 
follows  : 

"Transactions  first  rate  :  everybody  ought  to  be  happy" — while 
Dr.  Geo.  Duffield  the  courteous  Secretary  of  the  Michigan  Medi- 
cal Association  writes  : 

"Dear  Doctor  Daniel.  Permit  me  to  again  thank  you  for  the  excel- 
lent Transactions  of  your  energetic  State  Medical  Society.  They 
are  excellent,  and  full  of  interesting  papers  from  beginning  to  end. 
Accept  my  warmest  thanks." 

We  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  in  future  we  should  have 
more  money  or  fewer  papers — less  manuscript.  This  work  is  large 
enough,  and  valuable  enough  to  warrant  a  handsome  cloth  cover, 
but  it  was  by  the  closest  economy  only,  and  by  competitive  bids 
that  the  Committee  was  enabled  to  get  it  published  even  in  so  good 
a  style,  with  the  means  at  their  command. 


Unwise  Laws:   a  Consideration  of  the  Operations  of  a  Protective 

Tariff,  upon  Industry,  Commerce  and  Society.    By  Lewis  H. 

Blair,  of  Richmond,  Va.     Published  by  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons. 

The  Knickerbocker  Press.    London  and  New  York,  1886. 

Cloth,  177  pages. 
This  kind  of  literature  is  a  little  out  of  the  line  of  medical  jour- 
nalism; but  when  we  consider  that  many  physicians  are  either 
pecuniarily  interested  in  the  commerce  of  the  country,  or  are  poli- 
ticians enough  to  take  some  interest  in  the  tariff,  we  are  justified 
in  mentioning  this  work  here:  especially  as  it  is  written  by  a  man 
who  is,  himself,  a  merchant,  and  who  discusses  the  subject  in  a 
common  sense  way, — not  from  the  standpoint  of  any  particular  in- 
dustry to  be  affected  one  way  or  the  other,  by  tariff  laws,  but  on 
general  principles.  The  author  says,  the  book  "is  intended  for  plain 
sensible  people,  who  have  no  time  or  taste  for  elaborate  disquisi- 
tions on  the  tariff,  but  who  nevertheless,  would  be  glad  to  know 
something  about  the  subject;"  and,  while  his  effort,  he  says,  "may 
not  be  equal  to  an  incandescent  lamp,  it  is  yet  clear  and  strong 
enough,  he  hopes,  to  penetrate  and  scatter  the  mists  that  have  been 
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purposely  thrown,  by  designing  men,  around  the  subject  of  protec- 
tion, and  to  lead  his  readers  to  his  own  conclusions,  that  all  taxes 
should  be  exclusively  for  benefit  of  government  and  none  for  bene- 
fit of  industries,  whether  infant  or  ancient." 

From  the  authors  standpoint,  there  is  evidently,  "something  rot- 
ten in  Denmark." 


Drug  Eruptions.  A  clinical  study  of  the  irritant  effects  of  Drugs 
upon  the  Skin.  By  Prince  A.  Morrow,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Clinical 
Professor  of  Venereal  Diseases,  formerly  Clinical  Lecturer  on 
Dermatology  in  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York,  etc., 
(now  editor  of  the  Journal  of  Cutafieous  Diseases.)  New  York, 
Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  1887,  illustrated  by  two  handsome  chromo- 
lithographs showing  the  eruption  sometimes  caused  by  the  in- 
ternal use  of  the  Bromide  of  Potassium.    195  pages,  cloth. 

This  work  should  be  read  by  all  physicians.  It  is  important  to 
discriminate  between  an  idiopathic  disease  of  the  skin  and  a  der- 
matitis produced  by  the  administration  of  drugs.  Yet  it  is  some- 
times difficult  to  do.  The  author  has  evidently  studied  the  sub- 
ject well,  and  the  book  shows  much  and  careful  research.  As  an 
item  of  interest  to  our  Texas  readers,  and  apropos  to  the  subject 
of  "  quinine  rash,"  which  has  attracted  some  attention  in  Texas 
lately,  and  of  a  paper  on  the  subject  read  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
State  Medical  Association  (by  Dr.  Lowry,  of  San  Antonio)  on  "The 
Untoward  Effects  of  Quinine,"  and  which  paper  appears  in  the  the 
Transactions,  we  will  state  that  the  author  enumerates  no  less  than 
six  distinct  forms  of  eruption  that  have  been  observed  and  recorded, 
as  being  produced  by  the  internal  administration  of  quinine,  or 
other  salts  of  the  bark;  to-wit,  an  "  erythematous  form,"  which  is 
the  most  common,  sometimes  extends  over  the  whole  surface  of  the 
body,  disappears  on  the  suspension  of  the  drug,  and  is  followed  by 
desquamation;  in  one  case  desquamation  continued  for  three 
months.  The  "urticarial  form,"  the  "papular,"  and  the  "vesicu- 
lar" forms,  the  "petechial"  form,  the  " bullous "  form,  and  the 
gangrenous  form."  Aye,  there  are  more  strange  things  in  medicine 
than  many  of  us  ever  dreamed  of  in  our  philosophy. 

The  book  is  printed  on  fine  paper,  in  good  type. 
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Anaemia  :  By  Fredk.  P.  Henry.  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Medi- 
cine in  the  Philadelphia  Polyclinic,  &c.  Reprinted  from  the 
Polyclinic.    Philadelphia,  P.  Blackiston  Son  &  Co.,  1887. 

This  is  an  interesting  little  work,  being  an  exhaustive  treatise  on 
an  important  subject,  giving  symptoms,  exciting  causes,  anatomical 
characters,  diagnosis,  prognosis  and  treatment  in  general  of  aaemia. 
Then  it  goes  into  the  varieties  of  anaemia,  which  are  exhaustively 
treated  also. 


The  Physicians'  Dose  and  Symptom  Book,  17th  edition,  contain- 
ing the  doses  and  uses  of  all  the  principal  articles  in  the  Ma- 
teria Medica.  By  Joseph  H.  Wythe,  M.  D.,  Professor  Histol- 
ogy and  Microscopy,  Cooper  Medical  College,  San  Francisco, 
CaL,  P.  Blakiston  Son  &  Co.,  Philadelphia. 


Oxygen  in  Therapeutics. — A  treatise  explaining  the  apparatus, 
the  material,  and  the  processes  used  in  the  preparation  of 
oxygen  and  other  gases,  with  which  it  may  be  combined ;  also 
its  administration  and  effects,  illustrated  by  clinical  ex- 
perience of  the  author  and  other.  By  C.  E.  Ehninger,  M.  D. 
Illustrated  sexto.,  pp.  157.  Chicago,  W.  A.  Chatterton  &  Co., 
1887. 

Now  that  the  subject  of  oxygen  in  Therapeutics  is  attracting  so 
much  attention,  this  book  is  timely,  and  will  be  read  with  interest 
and  profit,  though,  we  must  admit,  it  does  not  quite  come  up  to 
our  expectations.  It  may  be  that  the  subject  is  too  new, — i.  e. — 
as  a  rational  remedy — in  the  hands  of  the  regular  profession — for, 
heretofore,  and  for  many  years,  it  has  been  considered  the  property 
of  the  irregulars  ;  and  that  a  second  edition  will  be  an  improve- 
ment, when  something  more  definite  shall  have  been  learned,  and 
more,  and  better  records  of  observations  shall  have  been  made. 


Wanted:  A  few  copies  of  our  last  edition,  August,  1887.  The 
demand  was  tremendous,  and  we  robbed  our  file  to  accommodate 
new  subscribers  ;  subscriptions  have  literally  poured  in  since  July 
1.  Friends  having  duplicates  will  oblige  by  letting  us  know, — will 
buy  a  small  number. 
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Elementary  Microscopical  Technology,  a  manual  for  students 
in  microscopy;  in  three  parts:    Part  i.  The  Technical  History 
of  a  Slide,  from  the  crude  materials  to  the  finished  mount,  by 
Frank  L.  James,  Ph.  D.  M.  D.,  President  St.  Louis  Society 
Microscopists,  Member  American  Society  Microscopists,  Ed- 
itor St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  etc.     St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  published  by  the  St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 
Co:  1887.    Octavo,  106  pages,  flexible  covers. 
Here  is  the  very  book  that  beginners  in  microscopy  want;  and 
now  that  the  microscope  has  become  an  indispensable  element  in 
medicine,  all  should  be  beginners  who  are  not  now  microscopists. 
The  trouble  with  most  text  books  is,  that  the  authors  forget  that 
many  readers  know  nothing  about  the  subject;  they  suppose  too 
much  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  reader.    This  trouble  is  obvi- 
ated here.    Dr.  James  evidently  "knew  how  it  was  himself,"  and 
begun  at  the  beginning;  begun  with  the  A  B  C  of  microscopy,  as  it 
were.    Without  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  "  elementary  tech- 
nology," of  microscopy,  one  might  study  the  subject  ever  so  dili- 
gently, and  make  but  little  headway.    This  is  a  useful  book,  and 
notwithstanding  its  very  elementary  nature,  a  microscopist  may 
learn  something  from  it. 


J.  Walter  Thompson's  List  of  Prominent  Medical  Journals 
for  the  use  of  advertisers,  is  something  new  ;  it  is  unique.  The 
Journals  selected  for  the  list  have  each  a  facsimile  of  its  title  page 
illustrated  in  the  catalogue.  It  gives  the  advertiser  a  pretty  good 
idea  of  the  character  of  each  publication.  Thompson  is  evidently  a 
live  man,  and  deserves — and  doubtless  will  achieve  success  in  his 
line  of  business.    Send  for  one  of  his  pretty  catalogues. 

The  New  Orleans  Polyclinic. — We  have  received  the  first  annual 
anouncement  of  the  New  Orleans  Polyclinic,  with  the  following 
corps  of  distinguished  physicians  as  instructors  :  Drs.  Rudolph 
Matas,  F.  W.  Parham.  J.  H.  Bemiss,  G.  B.  Lawrason,  P.  E.  Archi- 
nard,  A.  McShane,  H.  W.  jBlanc,  H.  D.  Bruns,  W.  C.  Ayres  and 
Mr.  J.  Johnson.  This  is  a  good  move,  and  we  have  wondered, 
why  it  has  not  been  made  before.  The  Charity  Hospital  furnishes 
an  abundance  of  clinical  material  of  all  kinds,  and  our  Southern 
teachers  are  second  to  none  in  native  ability,  even  if  less  known 
than  some  in  the  north.    Success  to  the  Polyclinic. 
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A  NEW  REMEDY  FOR  RHEUMATISM  AND  RHEUMATIC  AFFECTIONS 

Possessing  all  the  advantages  of  Salicylic  Acid  arid  Saliculate  of  S-xfa,  while  not  causing 
any  of  siteir  objectionable  effects. 

The  attention  of  the  medical  profession  is  called  to  this  chemical.  We  were  the  first 
to  introduce  this  new  and  valuable  remedy,  several  months  since  to  the  medical  pro- 
fession, to  whom  we  offer  it  in  pill  form  in  strengths  of  2H  gi'S.  and  5  grs.  to  each  pill. 
"Salol,"  or  "Salicylate  of  Phenol,"  was  first  produced  03-  Prof.  Von  Nencki,  of  Berne, 
and  first  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession  in  a  communication  by 
Dr,  Sahli  to  the  Medico-Pharmaceutical  District  Pociety  of  Berne,  at  its  meeting  held 
in  that  city  on  April  6.  1886.  An  interesting  article  on  the  subject,  by  John  Moss,  F. 
I.  C,  F  C.S.,  will  be  found  in  the  "  Pharmaceutical  Journal  and  Transactions"  (Brit- 
ish), October  2,  1886.  Our  pills  of  Salol  have  been  submitted  to  the  most  eminent 
practitioners  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  their  prop- 
erties by  practical  tests;  and  from  all,  without  exception,  who  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  making  a  trial,  we  have  had  assurance  that  its  action  has  been  successful  and 
speedy,  and  free  from  the  objectionable  effects  of  the  Salicylic  Salts.  These  physi- 
cians have  tested  it  not  only  upon  their  patients,  but  upon  themselves,  and  the  pre- 
vailing opinion  is  that  the  best  results  are  obtained  from  DOSES  of  5  grs.  every  hour 
We  have  just  published  a  Treatise  on  the  therapeutic  properties  of  Salol,  in  which  is 
incorporated  the  notes  of  F.  E.  Georgi,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  the  City  Hospital  Goeriitz 
(Silesia).   This  treatise  will  be  mailed  on  application. 

PIL.  QMiE  FERRi  ET  ZIMI  ViLBRIMAT. 

Quinia3  Valerianat,  1  gr, ;  Ferri  Valerianat,  1  gr. ;  Zinci  Valerianat,  1  gr.  Highly 
commended  for  melancholia,  and  the  fretful ness  and  worry  of  nervous  women  We 
have  succeeded  in  interesting  the  medical  profession  throughout  our  country  in  this 
formula  to  such  an  extent  as  to  create  a  demand  which  we  found  it  difficult  to  sup- 
ply; but  we  now  beg  to  advise  the  trade  that  we  are  in  a  position  to  furnish  Pills  of 
this  formula  in  any  quantity  wanted  They  are  very  popular,  both  with  the  patient 
and  physician.  "Editor  Medical  Brief,  St.  Louis.  Mo.:  The  family  doctor  only  knows 
how  wide-spread  Melancholia  is  in  our  country.  Th  >  many  household  cares  develop 
this  disease  in  nervous  women,  who  show  its  first  symptoms  in  fretfulness  and  wor- 
ry. I  have  sought  for  a  remedy  for  years  for  this  malady,  and  have  at  last  found  it 
in  the  triple  valerianate  which  works  like  a  charm:  Zinci  Valerianat,  20  grs.;  Qui- 
niie  Valerianat,  20 gT8. ;  Ferri  Valerianat,  20  grs.  [M.  It.  pil.  Xo.  2  Sig:  oue  three 
times  a  day.]  The  drugs  must  be  absolutely  pure.  The  old  reliable  house  of  W.  H. 
Schieffelin  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  have  added  the  above  pills  (soluble)  to  their  list,  and 
ave  tried  them  In  many  cases,  nnd  I  find  them  a  specific  for  the  worry  of  nervous 
women  melancholia,  and  incipient  insanity.  Please  try  them  and  report.  Your  suc- 
cess will  be  sure.  "  S.  A.  DE  FOE,  If.  D.,  Washington,  N.  J." 

Pil.  Warburg's  Tincture,  W.  H.  S.  &  Co. 

(Representing  one-half  drachm  each  )  (Representing  one  drachm  each.)  There  iis 
80  much  testimony  as  to  the  extraordinary  virtues  of  Warburg's  Tincture  in  Malaral 
Fevers,  that  its  powers  can  scarcely  be  questioned.  At  first  a  proprietary  medicine, 
its  formula  was  aftsrwards  revealed  by  a  voluntary  act  of  its  inventor,  Dr.  Carl 
Warburg,  late  of  Vienna,  but  now  of  London.  D.  S.  D  ,  18S3.  Ours  is  prepared  in 
accordance  with  the  original  formula,  except  that  Confection  of  Theriac  Ph.  G.  is 
substituted  for  Confection  Damocratis— au  unofiicinal  and  impracticable  prepara- 
tion, some  ingredients  of  which  are  nowhere  obtainable.  The  pill  form  is  the  most 
eligible  for  its  administration,  as  it  may  be  so  takea  without  offense  to  the  palate. 

Pil.  Warburg's  Tincture,  W.  H.  S.  &  Co.,  (without  Aloes). 

Dose:   1  pill.  (Representing  one  drachm  each.) 

A  complete  formula  List,  with  notes  of  our  Soluble  Piils  and  Granules  will  be 
mailed  on  application. 

W.  H.  SCHIEFFELIN  &  CO., 
170  &  172  William  st.  H"ew  York. 
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MEDICAL  SCHOOL  AND  HOSPITAL 

224-230  East  20th  St.,  New  York  City. 

Incorporated  by  special  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

FOR  PRACTITIONERS  OF  MEDICINE  ONLY. 

Sessions  continue  throughout  the  year.— Physicians  may  join  the  classes  at  any  time. 

Wm.  A.  Hammon,  M.  D  —Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System  and 
of  Medical  Electricity;  Surgeon-General  of  the  U.  S.  Army  (retired  list.) 

D.  B.  SI  John  Roosa,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.  '-Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear;  Sur- 
geon to  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  E  ar  Hospital ;  President  of  the  Faculty. 

Fredrick  R.  Sturgis,  M.  D. — Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Genito-Urinary  Organs,  and 
of  Venereal  Diseases:  Sureeon  to  the  Charitv  Hosnital. 

Thos.  E.  Satterthwaite,  m7D.— Professor  of  Pathology  and  General  Medicine;  Pathol- 
ogist to  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 

Charles  D>  Dana,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System,  and 
of  Medical  Electricity;  Professor  of  Physiology/  .jV  Oman's  Med.  College;  Physician 
to  Bellevue  Hospital. 

M.  Josiah  Roberts  M.  D.— Professor  of  Orthopaedic  Surgery  and  Mechanical  Thera- 
peutics; Visiting  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  to  the  Randall's  Island  Hospitals. 

Alexander  J.  C.  Skene,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Women;  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Wo- 
men, L.  I.  Hospital  Med.  School;  Attending  Surgeon  of  the  L.  I.  College  Hospital. 

Andrew  H.  Smith,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Therapeutics;  Attending 
Physician  to  the  Presbyterian  Hosp.;  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Orthopaedic  Hosp. 

Win.  Oliver  Moore,  M.  D.— Prof .  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear;  Prof,  of  Diseases  of 
the  Eye  and  Ear,  University  of  Vermont,  and  Woman's  Med.  College,  New  York 

William  F.  Flughrer,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery;  Surgeon  to  Bellevue  and 
Mount  Sinai  Hospitals. 

Bache  McE.  Emmet*.,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women;  Asst.  Surgeon  to  the 
New  York  State  Women's  Hospital. 

Edward  Kershner,  M.  D.,  U.S.N.— Prof,  of  Naval,  Military  and  State  Hygiene. 

Ambrose  L.  Ranney,  M.  D.—  Prof,  of  the  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  t  ie  Nervous 
System;  Prof,  of  General  and  Special  Anatomy.  University  of  Vermont. 

William  Henry  Porter,  M.  I).— Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Pathology,  Curator 
of  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 

George  Henry  Fox,  M  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin;  Professor  of  Derma- 
tology, College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York. 

Stephen  Smith  Burt,  M.  D  —  Prof,  of  Physical  Diagnosis;  Physician  to  the  Out-Door 
Department,  Bellevue  Hospital. 

Seneca  D  Powell,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Minor  Surgery. 

C.A.Von  Ramdohr,  M.D.— Prof,  of  Obstetrics;  Physician  to  the  German  Poliklinik. 
Horace  T.  Hanks.  M  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  W  omen ;  Asst.  Surgeon  to  the  New 

York  State  Women's  Hospital. 
Lewis  S.  Pilcher,  M.  D  -Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery. 

H.  J.  Garrigues.— Pi-of.  of  Obstetrics;  Surg,  to  the  Maternity  and  German  Hospitals. 
Clarence  C.  Rice,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  the  Throat  and  Nose;  attending  surgeon 

to  the  Out-Door  Department,  Bellovue  Hospital. 
Charles  Carroll  Lee,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Diseases  of  Women;  Surgeon  to  the  New 

York  State  Woman's  Hospital. 
Graeme  M.  Hammond,  M.  D.,  Profrssor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System. 
J.  R.  Nilsen,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women. 

    _  It  was  founded  by 

members  of  the  Post-Graduate  Faculty  of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
and  was  the  first  institution  in  the  United  States  to  present  a  systematic  system  of 
clinical  instruction  for  graduates  in  medicine. 

The  teaching  is  practical  and  thorough.  The  school  is  not  a  mere  c'inic,  although 
all  the  lectures  are  clinical,  but  it  is  a  place  of  instruction  in  which  the  practitioner, 
by  actually  handling  the  cases  under  the  guidance  of  the  professors  and  instructors, 
may  learn  the  use  of  instruments  for  examination  and  treatment,  and  observe  the 
effects  of  remedies^  Each  hospital  to  which  the  teachers  are  attached  forms  a  part 
of  the  field  of  instruction.  The  general  schedule  is  so  arranged  that  there  is  no  con- 
flict in  the  hours  of  attendance  of  the  professors.  The  clinic*  begin  at  9  a.  rn  om* 
continue  until  9  p.m.  each  day;  and  the  Clinical  Society  of  the  School  meets  twice  a 
month  on  Saturday  evenings  A  Dispensary  and  a  Hospital  form  a  part  of  the  school, 
with  one  ward  exclusively  for  infants,  which  has  been  lately  endowed  by  benevolent 
ladies  of  New  York  City.  Dr.  Joseph  O'Dwyei ,  the  inventor  of  the  Intubation  ot  tne 
Larynx,gives  practical  instruction  to  classes  organized  in  this  school,  and  only  nere. 

For  Catalogue,  or  Further  Information,  address  CLARENCE  C.  RICE,  M.D., 

John  Humphreys,  Clerk.  Sec.  of  the  Faculty,  226  E.  20th  St.,  New  York  City. 
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^VLeDICAL  JvfEWS  AND  ^VllSCELLANY. 

It  is  now  Baron  Pasteur,  we  believe. 

The  Congress  is  over,  and  was  a  success, — next  ! 

The  ioth  International  Congress  will  meet  in  Berlin  in  1890. 


Dr.  J.  M.  Ross,  of  Belton,  lost  his  residence  by  fire  last  month. 

Dr  Dabney,  of  Kinney ville,  was  married  on  the  17th  of  August,, 
to  a  young  lady  in  Louisiana. 

The  Climatologist,  with  Dr.  G.  H.  Rohe  as  editor,  will  make  its 
appearance  this  month,  as  another  Star  in  the  firmament  of  Medi- 
cal Journalism.    Success  to  it. 

Chestnut. — A  little  girl  who  had  had  cocaine  injected  into  the 
gum  for  the  extraction  of  a  tooth,  exclaimed  :  "U-m-p-h  !  tastes, 
just  like  my  foot  was  asleep  !" 


We  acknowledge  the  courtesy  of  an  invitation  to  dine  with  Dr.. 
A.  R.  Robinson  of  New  York,  President  of  the  Section  on  Derma- 
tology, at  Willard's  in  Washington,  Sept.  7th,  "to  meet  Foreign  and, 
American  Dermatologists,"  and  much  regret  our  inability  to  be 
present. 


Wanted  :  A  thoroughly  competent  and  experienced  prescrip- 
tion druggist,  single  man,  is  open  to  engagement  in  some  leading 
drug  house.  Best  of  testimonials.  Adrress,  V.  B.,  care  of  Editor 
Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal,  Austin,  Texas. 


"What's  the  Matter  with  the  Asylums?"  It  is  a  singular 
coincidence  that  within  this  month  three  Superintendents  of  State 
Lunatic  Asylums  have  been  requested  by  the  Boards  of  Managers 
to  resign,  to-wit  :  The  Superintendent  of  "Ward's  Island  Insane 
Asylum,"  New  York.  Dr.  W.  B.  Foster,  Superintendent  Indiana 
State  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  Dr.  J.  S.  Dorsett,  of  the  Texas  State 
Lunatic  Asylum. 
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An  Unjust  Slight.  Amid  all  the  rejoicing  over  the  success  of 
the  Congress  there  were  some  sad  hearts,  sad  because  of  the  sting 
■of  slight  and  injustice;  and  they  were  those  too,  who  had  done 
most  to  make  it  a  success.  We  refer  to  the  General  Committee — 
the  planners  and  organizers  of  the  work.  We  learn  from  a  reliable 
source  that  the  Committee  did  not  have,  even,  honorable  mention, 
but,  upon  the  contrary, — when  mentioned — if  mentioned  at  all,  a 
kind  of  apology  was  offered  or  implied,  for  the  selections,  about  to 
this  effect — "in  accordance  with  our  Republican  form  of  Govern- 
ment," —  or  "in  Democratic  America  — as  much  as  to  say  the 
Committee  was  not  what  it  should  have  been,  and  in  more  civilized 
and  enlightened  countries,  it  would  have  been  differently  consti- 
tuted. 

This  is  unjust  and  even  contemptible.  The  Committee  was  pre- 
eminently representative  of  American  Medicine,  and  individually  its 
members  were  the  peers  of  the  ablest  in  the  world — and  they  made 
sacrifices  for  the  cause,  which  entitled  them  to  respect.  It  is 
shameful,  and  if  intentional,  contemptible.  We  look  to  see  a  pro- 
test go  up  from  every  State — and  to  hear  each  Southern  and  Wes- 
tern Journal  speak  out  in  condemnation  of  it  in  no  uncertain  terms. 

The  Alabama  Surgical  and  Gynecological  Association  ex- 
tend an  invitation  to  physicians  of  other  States  to  meet  with  them 
at  Birmingham  on  nth  October  prox.,  when  it  is  proposed  to  or- 
ganize a  South-Western  Surgical  and  Gynecological  Association. 
We  acknowledge  the  courtesy  of  an  invitation  to  be  present,  and  a 
special  invitation  from  Dr.  Davis,  the  energetic  and  polite  Secre- 
tary, to  partake  of  the  hospitalities  of  his  home  during  the  session. 
We  are  also  asked  our  opinion  "of  the  feasibility  of  such  or- 
ganization." The  gentlemen  have  our  best  wishes  for  success  and 
we  cordially  advise  physicians  who  can  do  so,  to  attend;  mean- 
time to  open  correspondence  with  Dr.  Davis,  who  will  be  pleased 
to  give  them  all  information  on  the  subject. 

The  American  Lancet  refers  to  our  Dallas  contemporary  as  "The 
Texas  Medical  Journal."  We  beg  to  remind  him  that  this  Jour- 
nal claims  the  name,  and  is  the  only  "  Texas  Medical  Journal.'''1 
There  is  a  difference  between  a  Medical  Journal  published  in 
Texas,  and  u7 he  Texas  Medical  Journal"  especially  as  each  has  a 
distinctive  title. 

•  '  ">: 
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Delegates  Certificates  to  the  International  Medical  Congress 
were  issued  to  the  following  members  T.  S.  M.  A.  :  R.  B* 
White,  Ennis,  vice  W.  B.  Brooks,  G.  B.  Hall,  Galveston,  vice  W. 
G.  Jameson,  W.  Caston,  Comcana,  vice  F.  E.  Daniel,  L.  B.  Creath, 
Kinneyville,  vice  R.  M.  Swearingin,  R.  Rutherford,  Houston,  State 
Health  Officer,  vice  F.  R.  Martin. 


Indubitable  Proof. — Lawyer:  "  Doctor,  did  you  make  an  ex- 
amination of  the  person  of  the  plaintiff,  with  reference  to  this 
■charge  of  rape?" 

Doctor:    "  Yes,  sir,  yes,  sir  !  made  a  thorough  examination." 

Lawyer:  "Well,  Doctor,  did  you  find  any  evidences  that  vio- 
lence had  been  done  her  person?" 

Doctor:    "Yes,  sir,  yes,  sir — plenty  sign." 

Lawyer'.  "  Doctor,  please  state  to  the  court  what  were  those  ev- 
idences?— what  was  the  condition  of  the  parts,  that  led  you  to  be- 
lieve that  violence  had  been  done  her  person?" 

Doctor,  (with  a  wise  look,  and  telling  it  off  on  his  fingers  ends): 
"  Well,  Jedge, — yer  see — ther  little  connoojum — what  jines  on  to  the 
center-piece,  was  o^-t-i-r-e-l-y  sp'ilt !  !  !  " 


Journalistic  Maverics. — In  early  days  in  Texas,  there  was  a 
wealthy  ranchman  named  Maverick.  Every  spring  when  branding 
time  came,  he  would  appropriate  to  himself,  and  put  his  brand  'on 
every  unbranded  calf  he  could  find,  saying,  "  that's  a  maverick." 
Certain  of  our  exchanges  copy  certain  paragraphs  without  credit, 
and  get  credit  themselves,  in  the  next  journal  that  copies  it  from 
their  pages; — a  kind  of  freebooting  that  is  extensively  carried  on 
by  some;  yet  they  are  ready  to  kick  if  it  is  practiced  on  them. 

About  a  year  ago,  we  got  off  a  "  good  thing"  on  the  "  Bacillus 
Decalvans,"  stating  that  Prof.  Von  Schlen  had  discovered  the 
bacillus  of  alopecia  areata,  and  had,  by  inoculation,  produced 
-areas  of  baldness  on  the  lower  animals.  We  expressed  the  belief 
that  ''immortality  awaits  the  man  who  will  discover  a  microbe  that 
will  make  the  hair  grow  on  bald  heads,  instead  of  one  that  will 
prevent  it."  Now,  this  has  gone  the  rounds,  till  its  parentage  is 
■quite  forgotten  by  all  but  its  parents.  WTe  have  seen  it  in 
nearly  every  journal — without  credit;  till  it  finally  comes  to  us  in 
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the  St.  Louis  Weekly  Review,  credited  to  the  Pacific  Record — 
3000  miles  from  where  it  started  ! 


Strangulated  Hernia. — Dr.  W.  W.  Walker,  of  Schulenburgr 
Texas,  has  a  paper  on  the  subject,  in  the  present  issue,  to  which 
we  call  especial  attention.  His  experience,  for  a  physician  practi- 
cing in  a  small  inland  town,  has  been  phenomenal,  and  his  success 
in  reduction,  equally  so.  Few  country  practitioners,  *or,  indeed 
the  more  favored  physicians  of  the  larger  towns,  see  sixty  cases  of 
strangulated  hernia,  in  a  life-time.  It  is  the  fortune  of  army  sur- 
geons, and  those  in  large  hospitals  to  see  many  of  these  cases.  In 
view  of  the  universal  and  unfailing  success  of  the  Doctor's  plan  of 
reduction  in  strangulated  inguinal  hernia,  it  would  be  well  for  all 
who  are  likely  to  encounter  these  cases,  to  make  a  note  of  it,  and 
practice  it.  If  the  plan  succeeds  as  well  in  the  hands  of  others,  it 
will  hardly  be  necessary  to  look  any  farther, — we  have  found  it. 
Eureka  ! 

Our  own  observation  has  been  that,  as  a  rule,  taxis  is  a  failure^ 
and  an  operation  is  demanded, — and  that  one  reason  of  the  mor- 
tality attending  the  operation  is — that  it  has  been  postponed  too> 
long,  the  surgeon  relying  upon  a  method,  which  has,  at  last  failed 
him  ;  the  intestine  is  either  found  on  the  verge  of  sphacelus,  or,  a 
violent  inflammation  is  set  up  by  the  handling.  Dr.  Walker  de- 
serves the  thanks  of  the  profession  for  this  apparently  simple  yet 
successful  plan  of  reduction,  whereby  an  operation,  usually  very- 
grave  and  often  fatal,  may  be  obviated. 


Feminine  Physicians. — A  circular  was  recently  sent  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  asking  the  follow- 
ing question  :  "Do  you  favor  the  admission  of  women  to  the 
Society  on  the  same  terms  as  men?"  Eleven  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  replies  were  received,  of  which  700  were  affirmative  and  40a 
negative,  and  23  being  indifferent.  The  State  membership  of  the 
Society  is  1,343.  Answers  to  other  questions  show  first,  that  336 
members  have  consulted  with  women  physicians  ;  second,  that  931 
do  not  object  to  consulting  with  women  on  account  of  their  sex. — 
Kansas  City  Times. 
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California  is  entitled  to  the  credit  for  being  the  first  State  to  re- 
ceive and  recognize  Lady  Physicians,  and  Texas  claims  the  honor 
of  being  the  first  to  receive  them  into  fellowship  without  a  dissent- 
ing voice.  At  the  late  meeting  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, Dr.  Florence  E.  Collins,  an  accomplished  lady-graduate  of 
Chicago,  was  received  into  membership  by  a  rising  vote, — the  first 
lady  applicant  this  Association  ever  had.  Dr.  Collins  is  the  very 
efficient  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Travis  County  Medical 
Association. 

By  the  bye,  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  Travis  County  Medical  So- 
ciety, she  related  the  occurence  of  a  most  remarkable  case  coming 
under  her  observation  : 

A  Remarkable  Case  of  Urticaria. — The  patient,  a  lady  of 
over  fifty,  had,  for  more  than  thirty  years,  been  subject  to  "at- 
tacks" of  what  appears  to  be  urticaria  in  an  exaggerated  form. 
The  eruption  occurs  suddenly  and  without  prodroma,  at  about  5 
o'clock,  p.  m.,  every  day,  lasts  until  about  7  o'clock,  a.  m.,next  day? 
and  subsides  spontaneously,  leaving  no  sequellae.  It  is  attended 
with  intense  itching,  and  a  feeling  of  distension.  The  eruption  is 
annular,  and  appears  all  over  the  body;  on  the  trunk,  large  rolls 
of  thickened  skin  encircle  the  body;  the  same  on  the  neck,  and 
on  the  limbs,  while  the  lower  extremities  are  oedematous.  These 
attacks  occur  with  as  distinct  periodicity  as  chills  and  fever, — for 
some  three  or  four  months,  when  they  subside,  to  reappear  at  inter- 
vals of  two  or  three  or  four  years — when  they  run  the  same  course. 
No  cause  can  be  found  for  them,  and  so  far,  all  treatment  has  been 
alike  unavailing. 

We  advised  quinine,  in  anti-periodic  doses. 


a  deserved  compliment. 

At  the  late  Grand  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Knights 
of  Honor  of  Texas,  held  in  this  City,  our  handsome  and  talented 
friend,  Dr.  Jas.  D.  Osborn  of  Cleburne,  was  unanimously  endorsed 
for  re-appointment  as  State  Medical  Examiner  of  the  Order.  We 
extend  to  the  Doctor  our  sincere  congratulations. 

Apropos  to  this  subject,  we  are  permitted  to  use  the  following 
extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  Hon.  Wm.  P. 
Cole: 
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"Concerning  the  report  of  our  able  and  efficient  State  Medical 
Examiner,  James  D.  Osborn,  M.  D.,  the  Committee  on  State  of  the 
Order  at  the  recent  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  K.  of  H.  held  in 
Austin,  say;  "Upon  the  report  of  the  State  Medical  Examiner 
which  was  referred  to  us,  your  Committee  would  say,  that  the  re- 
port speaks  for  itself  as  to  the  faithfulness  and  ability  with  which 
that  exceedingly  important  part  of  our  work  has  been  carried  on, 
and  your  Committee  think,  that  the  State  Medical  Examiner  is 
justly  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  Order  for  the  diligence  and 
ability  which  he  has  thrown  into  his  work  for  us." 

The  Grand  Lodge  manifested  its  high  appreciation  of  the  valu- 
able services  of  Doctor  Osborn  by  unanimously  reelecting  him  to 
serve  for  the  next  ensuing  two  years." 

In  placing  the  Doctor  in  nomination,  Col.  T.  J.  Goree  paid  a 
just  tribute  to  a  faithful  and  deserving  officer  by  saying  that  to  the 
skillful  and  vigilant  watch  and  management  of  this  officer  during 
the  past  two  years  are  we  indebted  more  than  to  all  other  causes 
for  the  great  decrease  in  our  mortality. 


The  following  piece  of  sublime  misinformation  has  been  perpe- 
trated by  a  homoepathic  physician  of  Montreal  as  a  bona  fide  report 
of  a  case  : 

"Called  to  see  Miss  U  ,  suffering  from  usual  periodic 

headache  ;  gave  Lack.  75  m.  (Finckle),  and  then  dissolved  a  few 
No.  8  pellets  of  pure  sacch.  album  in  half  a  glass  of  water,  churning 
it  well  with  a  spoon  (potentizing  it,  I  fear);  dose,  a  teaspoonful 

every  half-hour  till  better  Soon  after  taking  the  sacch.  alb., 

she  became  deadly  sick  and  'faint  ;  thought  she  would  die,  she  was 
so  weak,  could  not  lift  her  head ;  felt  as  if  she  would  sink  bodily 
right  through  the  bed'    Each  dose  made  her  so  much  worse  that 

she  stopped  it,  and  was  able  to  come  down  stairs  This  is  the 

first  time  I  had  such  a  symptom  from  sacch.  alb.,  but  still  it  was  too 
marked  to  pass  on  without  making"  a  note  for  verification,  either 
clinically  or  pathogenetically.  I  know  I  had  pure  sugar  pellets 
and  fresh  water."  

We  can't  help  wondering  whether  the  Examining  Board  of  the 
Providence  of  Quebec  have  applied  their  final  tests  to  this  gentle- 
man, and  if  so  how  he  stood  ;  also,  whether  he  could  pass  the  civil 
service  examination  here.  Medical  Press,  N.  Y. 


DR.  EDMUND  GOLDMAXX. 

We  regret  to  learn,  that  the  profession  of  Texas  is  soon  to  loose 
the  companionship  of  this  able  and  distinguished  physician.  He 
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will  leave  Galveston  shortly  for  San  Jose,  California,  where  he  will 
reside  in  future.  We  commend  the  Doctor  to  the  profession  in  his 
new  home,  as  a  gentleman,  worthy,  in  every  way  of  their  confidence 
and  esteem,  and  a  physician  of  a  high  order  of  ability,  which  has 
won  him  distinction  in  his  own  state.  The  Doctor  is  a  graduate  of 
the  N.  O.  School  of  Medicine  and  the  Editor  of  this  Journal 
claims  the  distinction  of  having  been  a  class-mate  with  him.  He 
is  well  and  favorably  known  to  the  medical  world  by  his  contribu- 
tions to  the  literature  of  the  day, — to  this  Journal,  to  the  New 
York  Medical  Record,  and  other  Journals, — his  last  paper  being  one 
on  "Mental  Alienation  the  result  of  Intermittent  Fever,"  read  at 
the  Convention  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  late  Volume  of  Transactions.  The  Galveston  County 
Medical  Society  has  made  the  Doctor  an  honorary  member,  in 
anticipation  of  his  departure,  he  having  been,  lor  many  years,  a 
zealous  active  worker  in  the  organization,  and  it  is  an  open  secret 
that,  had  he  remained,  he  would  have  occupied  an  important  chair 
in  the  Texas  Medical  College.    Bon  Voyage,  Doctor. 


[EDITORIAL  SUPPLEMENT,] 

A  ROARING  FARCE. 

[with  a  serious  side  to  it.] 
Monies  parturiunt  nascitur  ridicnlus  mus  / 

Since  our  article  on  the  Asylum  trouble  was  printed,  and  just  as  we 
go  to  press,  (Saturday,  Sept.  17th),  we  learn  that  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  after  having  rendered  their 
verdict  that  the  Superintendent  was  guilty  of  eleven  of  the  charges 
against  him, — and  after  having  formally  and  officially  notified  him 
to  that  effect,  and  invited  his  resignation, — which  request  was  par- 
ticipated in  by  all  but  one  member,  have  since  the  Superintendent 
refused  to  resign,  administered  a  mild  reprimand,  and,  in  effect, 
told  him  to  go  back  to  the  Asylum  and  behave  himself  ! — thus  ap- 
parently, condoning  the  offenses  of  which  (eleven  of  the  graver 
charges),  a  majority  of  the  board  had  convicted  him  !  We  are  re- 
minded of  the  man  who  told  another  to  "  go  to  h — 11,"  and  who, 
when  called  on  for  an  apology,  said  :  "  Well,  you  need'nt  go;"  or, 
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of  the  little  boy,  who  boasted  to  a  companion,  that  he  could  make 
Dash,  his  dog,  do  whatever  he  commanded  j  and  when  challenged 

for  an  illustration,  stamped  his  foot,  and  said,  "go  out  Dash  !"  

"or  under  the  bed,"  he  added,  as  he  saw  Dash  give  unmistakable 
evidence  of  a  determination  to  do  the  latter. 

Here's  a  pretty  how-de-do  !  An  appointee  of  the  Board,  who, 
the  law  says,  may  be  removed  for  a  good  and  sufficient  cause,  re- 
fuses to  resign,  upon  request  of  the  Board,  coupled  with  notice  of 
his  conviction  of  conduct,  unbecoming  an  officer  of  a  public 
Institution,  and  though  admitted  to  be  "good  and  suffi- 
cient cause,"  —  the  whole  asylum  being  now,  and  for  the 
last  few  weeks,  or  months,  proven  to  be  in  a  state  of  demoralization 
in  consequence  of  it, — the  Board,  seemingly,  has  not  the  nerve  or 
the  power  to  enforce  the  law  ;  and  thus  the  subordinate,  defiant, 
stands  triumphant,  and  the  welfare  of  that  great  charity,  made, 
seemingly,  a  secondary  consideration  of  the  will  of  the  Super- 
intendent, who,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  quoted  on  the 
trial  as  boasting  that  he  was  "  solid  with  the  Governor." 
The  Journal  is  loth  to  believe  that  Govervor  Ross  is  the 
man  to  stand  by  an  appointee,  right  or  wrong,  or  to  con- 
done a  course  of  conduct,  which  has  notoriously  scandalized 
the  State,  and  destroyed  at  least  for  the  time  being,  the  efficiency 
of  the  service  in  one  of  the  public  Institutions, — yet  how  accou  nt 
for  this  strange  action  of  the  Board?  It  is  said  that  lawyers  have  given 
an  opinion  that  an  unanimous  vote  of  the  Board  is  necessary  to  re- 
move the  Superintendent,  even  for  cause;  and  that  Dr.  Dorset 
threatened,  if  removed  by  three,  or  even  four  of  the  members, 
to  sue  them  for  damages.  It  is  also  currently  reported,  and  as- 
serted in  the  secular  press  that  the  members  backed  down  from 
their  determination  to  declare  the  office  vacant,  "rather  than  incur 
litigation  in  a  matter  in  which  they  had  no  personal  interest."  If 
this  is  true,  the  law  is  a  farce,  and  under  its  construction  one  man 
may  defeat,  and  in  this  instance  seemingly  has  defeated,  both  its 
ends  and  objects,  and  the  will  of  the  majority;  meantime,  the  status 
quo  must  obtain  at  the  Asylum,  and  the  Board  remain  mere  figure 
heads — with  no  power  to  enforce  their  mandates;  and  the  Gover- 
nor it  seems,  (under  the  law),  is  equally  impotent. 

Had  the  Board  pronounced  the  charges   "  not  proven,"  the 
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Journal  would  most  sincerely  have  congratulated  Dr.  Dorset ; 
but,  so  long  as  these  grave  allegations  stand  on  the 
books,  as  proven,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board,  and  their 
verdict  of  guilty  so  rendered,  the  Journal  fails  to  see  either  the 
sense  or  the  justice  of  such  a  compromise  ;  it  is  prejudicial  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Institution,  and  a  stigma  on  the  'scutcheon  of  the 
great  State  of  Texas,  as  well  as  anything  but  creditable  to  the  gen- 
tlemen who  compose  the  Board.  They  thereby  put  themselves  in 
a  position  of  responsibility,  seemingly  shorn  of  corresponding 
power,  and  their  will  is  apparently  subordinated — notwithstanding 
Gov.  Ross  is  quoted  to  have  said  that  he  would  not  interfere,  but 
would  abide  the  action  of  the  Board.  Gentlemen  of  the  Board, 
your  resignations  are  now  in  order  ;  we  do  not  believe  this  com- 
munity, nor  the  people  of  Texas  will  endorse  your  action,  under 
the  circumstances. 

We  recall  an  incident  of  the  trial,  which  is  significant,  and  is  il- 
lustrative of  the  old  saying  that  "advice  is  easier  to  give,  than  to 
take  ;"  Dr.  Dorset  is  reported  to  have  said  to  one  of  his  employees: 
"  Smith,  I  have  tried  every  way  to  get  you  to  do  something  for 
which  you  would  be  discharged, — why  don't  you  resign  like  a  gen- 
tleman, when  you  see  I  don't  want  you  ?" — Echo  answers  


Hypodermic  Medication.  Messrs.  Wyeth  &  Brother  make  a 
specialty  of  supplying  the  profession  with  all  the  rare,  as  well  as 
the  popular  drugs,  in  form  for  hypodermic  use,  i.  e.,  in  compressed 
tablets,  which  are  very  soluble  even  in  a  few  drops  of  cool  water. 
See  their  new  advertisement. 


Final  Decree.  It  gives  the  Journal  especial  pleasure  to  an- 
nounce that  in  the  suit  of  Battle  &  Co.,  Chemists  Corporation,  St. 
Louis,  vs.  D.  W.  Gross  &  Son,  (for  selling  a  liquid  of  the  latters 
manufacture,  under  the  name  of  "Bromidia")  the  Circuit  Court  of 
the  U.  S.  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania  has  rendered  a 
final  decree  "that  claimant,  Battle  &  Co.,  has  an  established  prop- 
erty right  in  the  word  "Bromidia"  as  a  trade-mark,"  and  "that  the 
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defendants  have  infringed  said  rights,"  and  has  therefore  enjoined 
perpetually,  said  Gross  &  Son  from  further  infringement,  and 
ordered  and  decreed  that  complainants  recover  of  defendants, 
costs  in  the  suit."  This  is  a  supplement  to  the  suit  of  Battle  &  Co. 
vs.  Byron  Fenner,  decided  in  favor  of  Claimant  some  time  since. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  decision  will  put  a  stop  to  all  such  high- 
way robbery. 


The  Famous  House  of  W.  R.  Warner  &  Co.,  Philadelphia  is  out 
in  a  new  whole  page  announcement  of  new  preparations,  of  interest 
to  every  physician  who  takes  a  pride  in  his  profession.  The  adv. 
will  be  found  on  last  page  after  reading  matter  proper,  we  call 
especial  attention  to  it. 


Surgical  Instruments  and  Appliances,  of  any  description  and 
of  veiy  superior  quality  can  be  had  in  forty-eight  hours  time  by 
ordering  from  Isaac  Phillips,  of  Atlanta,  the  only  exclusively  sur- 
gical instrument  house,  South.  Mr.  Phillips'  well-known  relia- 
bility and  long  experience  in  catering  to  the  wants  of  Southern 
surgeons,  and  the  fact  that  he  discounts  any  catalogue  prices  25 
per  cent,  are  strong  inducements  to  Texas  physicians.  This  and  the 
short  time  required  to  get  returns  have  already  secured  for  this 
Southern  house  a  large  Texas  trade.  Mention  Daniel's  Texas 
Journal  in  ordering. 


We  insert  in  this  issue,  in  a  conspicuous  place,  the  whole  page 
advertisement  of  W.  H.  Schiefflin  &  Co.,  of  New  York.  The  well- 
known  character  for  superiority,  of  all  goods  of  their  manufac- 
ture, and  the  reputation  of  the  house  for  prompt  attention  to 
orders,  fair  and  honorable  dealings  with  all,  makes  them  a  leading 
favorite  with  Texas  physicians  and  druggists.  Already  a  hand- 
some and  growing  trade  with  Texas  has  been  the  fruits  of  Mr. 
Schiefflin's  enterprise  und  well-known  reliability.  We  advise  all 
readers  to  carefully  read  this  attractive  advertisement,  and  in 
ordering,  please  mention  this  Journal. 
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A  Novel  Departure  in  Advertiseing.  Believing  that  the  ad- 
vertising of  medicinal  preparations  often  fails  of  its  purpose,  viz  : 
to  clearly  and  intelligently  present  to  physicians  their  special  ad- 
vantages, pharmacal  or  therapeutic,  on  account  of  the  fragmentary 
and  imperfect  manner  in  which  the  facts  are  usually  conveyed  in 
such  advertisements,  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  proprose  to  inaugurate 
rather  a  novel  departure  in  advertising. 

It  is  their  intention  to  publish  in  the  advertising  pages  they  occu- 
py in  medical  journals  a  series  of  what  they  term  plain  talks  to 
physicians,  in  each  issue  taking  up  a  certain  class  of  preparations 
and  pointing  out  the  reasons  why  they  deserve  to  be  prescribed, 
until  all  their  preparations  shall  have  thus  been  presented. 

The  excellence  of  the  products  of  this  house  are  well  known  and 
it  is  to  be  presumed  that  their  long  experience  in  the  manufacture 
of  medicines  will  enable  them  to  say  in  these  informal  talks  some- 
thing of  real  interest  and  benefit  to  their  medical  friends. 


The  GeriM  Theory  has  covered  malarial  diseases,  and  physi- 
cians find  in  Cincho  Quinine  a  potent  remedy  for  the  poisonous 
Bacteria.  v 


Special  Attention  is  directed  to  the  he'w  advertisement  of  the 
Seabury  Pharmacal  Laboratories  (Seabury  &  Johnson),  New  York, 
in  this  issue,  setting  forth  the  claims  of  Hydronaphthol,  the  new 
antiseptic  which  they  offer  the  profession.  Physicians  will  please 
remember  that  while  Hydronaphthol  bears  a  striking  resemblance 
to  Betanaphthol  in  physical  appearance  it  is  entirely  different  in 
chemical  composition  and  therapeutic  effect;  and  therefore  it  is 
all-important  that  Beta-naphthol  be  not  substituted  when  Hydro- 
naphthol is  ordered  or  prescribed. 


Notwithstanding  the  large  number  of  Hypophosphites  on  the 
market,  it  is  quite  difficult  to  obtain  a  uniform  and  reliable  Syrup. 
"Robinson's"  is  a  highly  elegant  preparation,  and  posesses  an  ad- 
vantage over  some  others,  in  that  it  holds  the  various  salts,  includ- 
ing Iron,  Quinine,  and  Strychnine,  etc.,  in  perfect  solution,  and  is 
not  liable  to  the  formation  of  fungous  growths. 
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Neuralgia,  Nervous  Exhaustion. — Thos.  Powell,  M.  D., 
Powellton,  111.  I  was  consulted  by  one  of  the  business  men  of  this 
place,  and  to  him  I  gave  Celerina  with  directions  for  its  use. 

He  had  been  troubled  for  two  years  with  neuralgic  pains,  chiefly 
in  the  left  side,  and  shoulder,  irregular  appetite,  nervous  exhaus- 
tion. He  had  derived  some  benefit  from  the  use  of  quinine,  iron, 
strychnia  and  the  phosphates,  but  was  not  satisfied.  In  a  few 
weeks  he  called  on  me  again  and  wished  me  to  send  for  some  more 
Celerina,  stating  that  for  the  first  time  in  two  years,  he  had  been 
free  from  pain,  lor  over  three  weeks,  the  tonics  he  had  taken  be- 
fore only  allaying  the  pain  for  a  day  or  two  at  a  time.  For  sev- 
eral months  I  have  prescribed  Colerina  in  several  cases  of 
neuralgia,  accompanied,  and  in  some  measure  dependent,  on 
nervous  exhaustion  and  caused  by  mental  worry,  overwork,  loss  of 
sleep,  and  excessive  venery  or  other  depressing  cause,  and  it  has 
given  more  satisfaction  in  these  cases  than  any  combination  of 
medicine  I  have  yet  used. 


It  is  with  Pleasure,  that  we  direct  attention  to  the  advertise- 
ment of  St.  Mary's  Academy,  Austin,  in  this  issue.  Our  own  chil- 
dren having  been  in  that  institution  now  going  on  four  years,  may 
be  taken  as  unqualified  endorsement  of  the  School  and  its  man- 
agement. Persons  having  daughters  to  educate,  and  who  are  seek- 
ing a  suitable  place  near  home,  to  send  them,  are  invited  to  make 
inquiry  of  the  Editor  of  this  Journal,  or  of  Sister  M.  Pauline,  the 
Superior,  in  charge,  Austin,  Texas. 


Dr.  Jno.  V.  Spring.  We  insert  in  this  issue  the  professional 
card  of  this  well-known  Oculist  of  San  Antonio  and  call  attention 
to  it.  Persons  visiting  that  city  and  suffering  with  any  of  the  dis- 
eases of  the  eye,  ear,  throat  or  nose  will  do  well  to  consult  him. 


A  Treat  in  Store. — Our  esteemed  friend,  Dr.  R.  B.  White,  of 
Ennis,  Texas,  has  promised  us,  for  next  issue,  a  paper  from  his 
notes  of  the  International  Congress.    Dr.  White  was  a  delegate 
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from  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  and  took  a  deep  interest 
in  the  proceedings,  attending  all  the  Sections  and  taking  copious 
notes.  He  was  also  an  honored  guest  at  the  Editorial  Banquet, 
and  also  made  the  excursion  to  Niagara  Falls.  It  is  to  be  safely 
asserted  that  naught  of  interest  escaped  his  observation,  and  we 
promise  our  readers  a  literary  feast  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Jour- 
nal. Dr.  White  is  a  man  fully  able  to  criticise  any  paper  read 
there,  and  as  he  took  memoranda  of  the  discussions,  no  doubt  he 
will  be  able  to  present  much,  that  is  of  value,  as  well  as  of  interest. 


All  the  returned  delegates  are  enthusiastic  over  the  graces  and 
charms  of  the  "  American  Princess,"  Mrs.  Cleveland,  and  report 
the  Foreigners  as  simply  enchanted  by  her  charming  manners  and 
presence. 


The  Reason  Why. — We  asked  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  Ninth 
International  Medical  Congress,  who  resides  less  than  a  thousand 
miles  from  Austin,  why  he  did  not  attend  the  meeting  ?  He  replied 
that  he  did'nt  have  money  enough  to  stay  at  ho??ie,  let  alone  taking 
a  two  hundred  dollar  trip."  The  Journal  apprehends  that  the 
above  is  the  reason  why  a  good  many  did'nt  go. 


A  New  Scalp. — During  the  Congress  some  surgeon  reported  a 
case  where  the  whole  scalp  had  been  torn  from  a  woman  by  a 
machinery  accident,  and  by  grafting  with  over  one  thousand  grafts, 
taken  from  different  parts  of  the  patient's  body,  the  surgeon 
made  an  entire  new  scalp.  He  did  not  succeed,  however,  in  mak- 
ing hair  grow  upon  it,  as  the  patient  wore  a  wig. 


Secretary  of  State  Bayard's  address  is  said  to  have  been  a 
masterpiece  of  composition.  Tbe  Journal  will  produce  it  entire 
in  next  issu§. 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS . 


The  attention  of  the  medical  profession  is  asked  in  behalf  of 
the  following  new  and  reliable  formula: 

Pil:  Chalybeate  Coup. 

(Warner  &  Co.) 

Nux  Vomica  is  added  as  an  ingredient  to  Pill  Chalybeate  to  in- 
crease the  tonic  effect  when  desired. 

COMPOSITION  OF  EACH  PILL: 

R    (Chalybeate  Mass.)    Carb.  Protoxide  of  Iron,  gr.  2^. 
Ext.  Nuc.  Vom.  gr.  1-6. 

DOSE. — 1  to  3  pills. 
Most  advantageously  employed  in  the  treatment  of  Anaemia, 
Chlorosis,  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Loss  of  Appetite,  etc. 

Pil:  Antiseptic 

(Warner  &  Co.) 

Each  pill  contains:  Sulphite  Soda,  1  £r.;  Salicylic  Acid,  1  gr.; 
Ext.  Nuc.  Vomica,  %  gr.  DOSE.— 1  to  3  pills. 
Pil.  Antiseptic  is  prescribed  with  great  advantage  in  cases  of 
Dyspepsia  atcended  with  acid  stomach  and  enfeebled  digestion 
following  excessive  indulgence  in  eating  or  drinking.  It  is 
used  with  advantage  in  Rheumatism.  Per  100,  80  cts. 

Pil:  Antiseptic  Comp 

(Warner  &  Co.) 

Each  pill  contains:  Sulphite  Soda,  1  gr.;  Salicylic  Acid,  1 
gr.;  Ext.  Nuc.  Vomica,  1-8  gr.;  Powd.  Capsicum,  1-iO  gr.;  Conc't 
Pepsin,  1  gr.    DOSE.— 1  to  3  pills. 

Pil.  Antiseptic  Comp.  are  prescribed  with  great  advantage  in 
cases  of  Dyspepsia,  Indigestion  and  malassimilation  of  food. 

Prepared  only  by 

Wm.  E.  WARNER  &  CO., 

Philadelphia,  New  York. 

Agent:  J.  J.  TOBIN,  Austin,  Texas. 


DR.  A.  R.  KILPATRICK, 

NAVASOTA,  TEX. 

[Died,  September  19th  1887.] 
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NOTES  OF  THE  WASHINGTON  CONGRESS. 


By  R.  B.  White,  M.  Z>.,  Ennis,  Texas. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

TO  the  great  majority  of  even  well  informed  Europeans,  the  sar- 
castic query  of  Sidney  Smith,  "Who  reads  an  American  book?' 
still  implies  a  world  of  meaning.  Among  the  events  that  are  fast 
erasing  that  ancient  stigma,  a  foremost  place  must  be  assigned  to 
the  Ninth  International  Medical  Congress.  Never  before  in  the 
history  of  America  has  there  been  such  an  opportunity  for  a  com- 
parison of  the  intellectual  status  of  the  citizens  of  the  Republic 
with  their  compeers  in  other  lands,  and  when  the  records  of  the 
Congress  are  given  to  the  world,  it  will  be  apparent,  to  even  the 
most  prejudiced,  that  the  medical  profession  in  America  is  fully 
of  age. 

The  opening  scene  of  the  Congress  was  a  sight  never  to  be  for- 
gotten; the  entire  space  of  Albaugh's  large  Opera  House  was 
crowded;  at  least  three  thousand  physicians  were  present,  besides 
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large  numbers  of  the  elite  of  both  sexes  of  the  National  Capital. 
Competent  judges  estimated  the  throng  at  fully  five  thousand  per- 
sons. Many  who  had  been  invited  to  witness  the  initial  exercises 
were  unable  to  obtain  places,  owing  to  the  great  crowd. 

Promptly  at  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  Monday,  September  5,  the 
curtain  rose,  and  the  assembled  audience  beheld  a  truly  rare  sight. 
The  central  figure  on  the  stage  was  President  Cleveland,  with  Sec- 
retary Bayard  and  Speaker  Carlisle  on  either  hand;  a  little  re- 
moved the  well  known  figure  of  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  was 
recognized;  with  him  were  Dr.  John  B.  Hamilton,  Secretary  Gen- 
eral of  the  Congress,  Dr.  Garnett,  Dr.  Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  Dr. 
J.  M.  Toner,  Dr.  W.  B.  Atkinson,  Secretary  American  Medical  As- 
sociation, and  several  other  prominent  American  physicians  and 
active  promoters  of  the  Congress.  Representative  physicians  from 
nearly  every  foreign  country  occupied  places  on  the  stage.  Eng- 
land was  represented  by  Drs.  Pavy,  Graily  Hewitt  and  Phillips,  of 
London,  and  by  Inspector  General  Lloyd,  of  the  British  Navy. 
Drs.  Unna  and  Martin  represented  Germany.  From  France  came 
the  famous  Dr.  Leon  Le-Fort,  Prof.  Semmola,  of  Italy;  Dr.  Rohier, 
of  St  Petersburg,  and  Dr.  Alvarado,  of  Mexico,  represented  their 
respective  countries. 

The  doctors  showed  their  appreciation  of  the  presence  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  enthusiastic  and  well  sustained 
applause.  Quiet  being  restored,  President  Cleveland  formally 
opened  the  Congress,  and  business  was  rapidly  despatched. 

When  it  was  known  that  the  Ninth  International  Medical  Con- 
gress would  meet  in  America,  it  was  almost  a  matter  of  course  that 
the  late  Dr.  Austin  Flint  should  be  its  chief  officer.  His  nomina- 
tion to  the  office  of  President  by  the  Executive  Committee  was  felt 
to  be  peculiarly  appropriate,  and  his  lamented  death,  at  a  time 
when  his  great  influence  was  being  exerted  to  restore  harmony  in 
the  divided  councils  of  the  Congress,  was  especially  unfortunate. 
However,  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Davis  to  the  vacant  place  re- 
stored the  confidence  of  the  profession  to  a  great  extent.  He  who 
had  labored  so  industriously,  and  with  such  great  success  in  organ- 
izing the  profession  in  America,  would  surely  fill  the  highest  office 
in  the  greatest  organization  of  the  medical  men  of  the  world  in  a 
becoming  manner;  his  election  as  President  by  acclamation  was  a 
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fitting  tribute  to  the  sterling  qualities  of  Dr.  Davis,  and  to  the  un- 
tiring energy  he  had  displayed  in  overcoming  numerous  obstacles 
to  the  success  of  the  Congress. 

The  selection  of  Dr.  John  B.  Hamilton  for  the  important  office 
of  Secretary  General  of  the  Congress,  was  a  deserved  recognition 
of  the  great  industry  and  good  judgment  displayed  by  that  gentle- 
man in  the  preliminary  work  of  the  Congress.  His  duties  have 
been  peculiarly  arduous,  and  often  of  a  delicate  nature,  but  always 
performed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  defy  adverse  criticism.  In  giv^ 
ing  a  detailed  history  of  the  origin  and  organization  of  the  Con- 
gress, he  was  necessarily  compelled  to  notice  the  defection  of  the 
original  committee,  after  the  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation, in  New  Orleans,  1885;  but  this  was  done  with  so  much 
tact  that  no  one  would  have  suspected  the  least  want  of  harmony 
in  the  preliminary  organization;  the  mal-contents  will  derive  little 
pleasure  from  Dr.  Hamilton's  report. 

The  principal  feature  of  the  general  morning  sessions  was  an  ad- 
dress by  some  one  of  world-wide  fame,  that  of  President  Davis 
coming  first  on  Monday.  Dr.  Davis'  remarks  might  well  serve  as 
a  model  for  those  who  will  occupy  similar  places  in  future  medi- 
cal gatherings.  He  touched  on  many  of  the  great  medical  prob- 
lems of  the  day,  and  called  special  attention  to  the  collective  in- 
vestigation of  disease,  urging  the  necessity  for  extending  and  sys- 
tematising  the  agencies  already  in  operation  for  that  purpose. 

On  Tuesday  the  morning  hour  was  occupied  by  Prof.  Austin 
Flint,  who  made  a  masterly  synopsis  of  all  that  is  known  of  the 
causation,  mechanism  and  treatment  of  fever.  He  paid  a  due 
tribute  to  Chassat  and  Graves,  the  pioneers  in  the  supportive  plan 
of  treatment,  that  has  now  become  quite  a  matter  of  routine. 
Among  antipyretics,  he  gave  the  preference  to  antipyrin,  as,  in  ad- 
dition to  its  wonderful  efficacy  in  lowering  temperature,  it  has  the 
property  of  diminishing  the  excretion  of  nitrogen.  Dr.  Flint's  ad- 
dress recalled,  in  the  most  marked  manner,  the  teaching  of  his  late 
distinguished  father;  especially  in  his  high  appreciation  of  alco- 
hol, both  as  a  refrigerant  and  as  an  aliment,  one  was  reminded  of 
the  positive  stand  taken  by  the  elder  Flint  on  this  important  topic. 

On  Wednesday  Dr.  Unna,  of  Hamburg,  gave  an  address  on  Der- 
matology, in  German,  that  was  much  praised  by  those  competent  to 
pass  on  it. 
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On  Thursday  the  address  was  by  Prof.  Semmola,  of  Naples,  Italy, 
and  was  the  most  disappointing  of  any  delivered  in  the  general 
sessions;  perhaps  too  much  had  been  expected  of  him.  Dr.  Du- 
rante was  a  delegate  to  the  Congress  from  the  Italian  government, 
and  the  Executive  Committee  had  requested  him  to  reply  on  be- 
half of  Italy  to  the  address  of  welcome  at  the  opening  of  the  Con- 
gress, and  the  Doctor  had  accepted;  this  happened  months  before 
the  time  of  meeting.  Later  Prof.  Semmola  was  also  made  a  delegate 
by  the  Italian  government;  and  he,  being  a  senator,  also,  claimed 
as  a  right,  the  position  that  had  already  been  assigned  to  Prof.  Du- 
rante. Prof.  Semmola  was  also  to  read  a  paper  at  a  general  ses- 
sion, in  which  it  was  announced  that  he  would  report  the  result  of 
some  highly  important  work  in  bacteriology,  and  would  take  direct 
issue  with  Koch  in  certain  of  his  conclusions.  It  was  understood 
that  unless  Prof.  Semmola  was  allowed  to  make  the  reply  for  Italy, 
he  would  withdraw  from  the  Congress,  and  of  course  his  paper 
would  not  be  presented;  so,  to  prevent  this  result,  and  for  other 
reasons,  the  committee  gave  Prof.  Semmola  the  position  already  as- 
signed Dr.  Durante.  The  paper,  far  from  containing  original  mat- 
ter, proved  quite  a  commonplace  affair;  its  reference  to  Koch  and 
his  doctrines  consisting  in  some  general  statements  to  the  effect 
that  the  germ  theory  could  not  prove  a  basis  for  scientific  thera- 
peutics, as  any  remedy  that  would  destroy  the  life  of  the  microbes 
would  be  fatal  also  to  the  human  organism;  a  proposition  which  is 
surely  not  universally  true.  The  whole  Durante-Semmola  affair 
was  rather  unfortunate,  as  after  Dr.  Durante  had  been  superseded 
by  Prof.  Semmola,  the  former  gentleman  withdrew  from  the  Con- 
gress in  high  dudgeon,  and,  though  afterwards  induced  to  return, 
still  many  thought  he  had  been  rather  hardly  used;  it  was,  how- 
ever, about  the  only  inharmonious  incident  of  the  meeting,  but  it 
was  pounced  on  by  the  daily  papers,  and  became  the  subject  of 
considerable  and  conflicting  comment. 

A  very  interesting  and  important  paper  by  Dr.  Blandford,  of 
London,  was  read  on  Friday  morning,  and  concluded  the  series  of 
the  general  addresses.  Dr.  Blandford  has  long  been  recognised  as 
an  able  and  original  worker  in  psychology,  and  on  this  occasion 
directed  his  remarks  to  the  treatment  of  certain  forms  of  insanity. 
He  related  the  histories  of  a  number  of  cases  of  mental  trouble 
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coming  under  his  own  care,  and  showed  that  the  residence  in  an 
asylum  for  even  the  shortest  period,  might  be  the  means  of  blasting 
the  future  lives  and  prospects  of  a  large  number  of  worthy  people 
of  both  sexes,  while  the  same  individuals  would  not  suffer  in  repu- 
tation or  in  their  own  estimation  by  being  secluded  for  a  time  either 
in  their  own  homes  or  at  the  sea-side.  From  his  own  extended  ob- 
servation, the  speaker  related  the  history  of  quite  a  large  number 
of  cases,  some  of  which  had  been  subject  to  asylum  treatment  from 
the  very  inception  of  their  malady,  while  others  were  treated  at 
their  own  private  residences,  or  perhaps  at  a  quiet  watering  place. 
The  results  certainly  seemed  to  prove  that  in  properly  selected 
cases,  recovery  is  even  more  likely  to  be  speedy  under  the  latter 
plan,  while  saving  the  patient  from  the  mortification  and  stigma 
that  unavoidably  adheres  to  a  residence  in  an  asylum. 

Dr.  Blandford  laid  down  plain  and  comprehensive  rules  by  which 
the  general  practitioner  can  usually  distinguish  the  cases  in  which 
asylum  treatment  is  a  necessity,  from  those  which  may  safely  be 
cured  outside.  Certainly  no  subject  can  be  of  more  importance, 
and  Dr.  Blandford's  paper  will  well  repay  careful  study,  and  it  is 
likely  to  be  the  means  of  calling  more  general  attention  to  a  mat- 
ter of  vital  interest  to  those  unfortunates  who  are  temporarily  be- 
reft of  reason.  The  general  country  practitioner  gives  the  diag- 
nosis and  treatment  of  insanity  far  too  little  consideration,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  if  the  subject  was  better  understood,  especi- 
ally the  capabilities  of  home  treatment  in  the  early  stages,  which 
come  under  the  observation  of  the  family  physician,  rather  than 
the  specialist,  many  poor  sufferers,  who  are  now  dragging  out  a 
miserable  life  within  the  walls  of  our  asylums,  might  be  saved  to 
fill  positions  of  usefulness  and  honor. 

The  Ninth  International  Medical  Congress  was,  above  all  things, 
a  convention  of  workers;  the  great  majority  of  its  members  were 
on  the  ground  one  to  three  days  prior  to  the  opening.  When  the 
various  sections  were  called  to  order  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.  on  Monday, 
the  quiet  business-like  air  of  the  different  presidents  and  secre- 
taries gave  assurance  that  the  working  affairs  of  the  Congress  were 
in  competent  hands. 

The  places  of  meeting  of  the  several  sections  were  as  nearly 
central  as  could  be  expected,  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  pro- 
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visions  had  to  be  made  for  eighteen  separate  rooms,  the  majority 
of  which  had  to  be  large  halls,  it  will  be  apparent  that  it  was  no 
slight  task  to  provide  the  elegant  and  spacious  apartments  in  which 
the  sections  held  their  sessions. 

The  great  variety  of  work,  including  almost  every  topic  in  med- 
icine, surgery,  and  the  specialties,  that  was  indicated  by  the  printed 
programme,  enabled  the  members  to  attend  any  section  at  the  time 
the  subjects  in  which  they  were  especially  interested  were  being 
considered.  It  was  really  surprising  how  little  time  was  wasted  in 
passing  from  one  section  to  another.  Washington  City  has  an  ex- 
cellent street  railway  service,  and  a  fine  system  of  Herdic  lines; 
then,  for  the  very  modest  sum  ot  twenty-five  cents  one  could  hire 
a  cab  for  thirty  to  sixty  minutes;  by  using  one  or  other  of  these 
modes  of  conveyance,  the  rounds  of  all  the  sections  could  be  made 
in  a  few  minutes. 

The  subject  of  general  medicine  ought  to  be  of  vastly  more  im- 
portance to  physicians  than  any  other  branch  of  the  science,  as 
the  vast  majority  of  the  diseases  they  are  called  on  to  treat,  come 
under  that  head;  yet  the  section  devoted  to  general  medicine  at 
Washington  was  but  poorly  attended,  and  its  programme  showed  a 
decided  paucity  in  papers  contributed.  The  matter  was  noticed 
and  commented  on,  and  various  explanations  given;  one  eminent 
authority  held  that  the  best  talent  in  the  profession  is  being  ab- 
sorbed by  the  specialties,  a  result  which,  if  true,  must  in  time  react 
disastrously  on  both  general  medicine  and  the  special  branches. 

A  very  important  paper  contributed  to  this  section,  was  by  Dr.. 
Ephraim  Cutter,  of  New  York,  entitled  "The  Morphology  of 
Rheumatic  Blood."  The  author  sought  to  show  that  in  rheuma- 
tism the  blood,  when  examined  microscopically,  invariably  dis- 
plays concretions  of  oxalate  of  lime,  cystine,  phosphatic  and 
uric  acid,  constituting,  as  it  were,  a  gravel  of  the  blood;  that  the 
treatment  proper  for  any  given  case  could  always  be  determined  by 
examining  a  drop  of  the  patient's  blood,  and  ascertaining  what 
particular  variety  of  concretion  was  present;  such  an  examination,, 
too,  would  show  when  treatment  might  be  safely  discontinued.  Dr. 
Cutter's  discoveries  throw  much  needed  light  on  the  connection  of 
heart  disease  with  rheumatism.  The  granules  of  oxalate  of  lime,, 
etc.,  present  in  the  blood  being  deposited  on  the  valves,  pericardi- 
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ura,  and  other  structures  of  the  central  organ  of  the  circulation, 
lights  up  an  active  and  often  fatal  inflammation.  As  the  remedy 
suitable  to  any  given  case  would  depend  on  the  kind  of  granule 
existing  in  the  blood,  this  theory  explains  why  in  one  case  our 
treatment  is  eminently  successful,  while  in  another  case,  though 
the  clinical  features  might  be  exactly  the  same,  our  remedies  totally 
failed;  owing  to  the  fact  that  in  one  case  the  irritant  was,  say,  oxa- 
late of  lime,  while  in  the  other  uric  acid  was  present;  to  remove 
which  a  totally  different  set  of  drugs  was  needed. 

Dr.  Cutter's  paper  was  illustrated  by  some  beautiful  colored 
micro-photographs,  in  which  the  foreign  bodies  in  the  blood  re- 
ferred to  were  well  shown  on  the  screen,  (the  hall  being  first  prop- 
erly darkened);  by  means  of  a  very  fine  stereopticon.  This  mode 
of  illustration,  by  the  stereopticon,  was  used  in  suitable  instances 
in  nearly  every  section,  constituting  a  pleasing  break  in  the  mo- 
notony of  ordinary  discussion;  but  it  is  to  be  feared  that  many  pa- 
pers that  were  well  received  and  highly  instructive  when  read  with 
these  aids,  will  be  barely  intelligible  when  published  in  the  ordi- 
nary way  as  the  Transactions,  and  this  is  really  a  serious  objection 
to  this  mode  of  illustrating  the  work  of  a  scientific  Congress. 

The  question  of  the  proper  treatment  for  phthisis  was  brought 
up  in  connection  with  papers  read  in  this  (General  Medicine)  and 
other  sections,  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  whenever  Bergeon's 
treatment  by  rectal  injection  was  spoken  of,  it  was  mentioned  only 
to  be  condemned  as  useless.  A  like  verdict  is  to  be  inferred  for 
pneumatic  differentiation  by  means  of  the  air-tight  cabinet,  as 
nothing  was  heard  of  that  lately  much  vaunted  plan,  though  a 
number  of  gentlemen  were  present  who  have  had  a  good  deal  of 
experience  with  the  pneumatic  cabinet. 

It  is  generally  admitted  that  American  physicians  and  surgeons, 
while  frequently  pioneers  in  new  methods  of  treatment  and  original 
surgical  devices,  are  not  distinguished  for  experimental  work  in  the 
abstract,  such  as  sometimes  forms  the  life-long  employment  of 
their  European  confreres.  There  have  been,  however,  some  nota- 
ble exceptions;  every  one  will  recall  the  case  of  Dr.  Beaumont,  of 
St.  Louis,  who,  many  years  ago,  in  a  frontier  town  of  the  then  wild 
West,  made  and  recorded  the  results  of  a  series  of  experiments  on 
the  functions  of  the  stomach  that  still  do  duty  in  most  of  our 
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standard  text  books  of  physiology.  That  the  establishment  of 
suitable  laboratories  for  this  kind  of  experimental  work  in  Amer- 
ca  will  yield  a  rich  fruitage,  is  shown  by  some  of  the  reports  made 
to  the  Washington  Congress.  A  very  interesting  case  in  point  was 
a  paper  read  in  the  Section  of  Pathology,  by  Dr.  E.  O.  Shakspeare, 
of  Philadelphia,  in  which  the  author  gave  the  particulars  of  a  se- 
ries of  experiments  made  on  rabbits  to  test  the  inoculability  of 
tetanus.  Portions  of  the  medulla  spinalis  from  an  infected  animal 
were  injected  beneath  the  dura-mater  of  the  animals  experimented 
on;  the  results  of  a  large  number  of  such  inoculations  were  entirely 
uniform;  by  drying  (in  a  certain  manner)  the  morbid  material  be- 
fore being  injected  the  resulting  symptoms  were  much  modified. 
Dr.  Shakspeare  did  not  formulate  any  definite  conclusions,  as  he  is 
still  pursuing  his  studies  in  inoculation,  the  results  of  which  will 
be  given  to  the  profession  in  due  time.  These  experiments  of  Dr, 
Shakspeare  are  calculated  to  throw  much  light  on  the  Pasteur 
treatment  for  hydrophobia. 

Another  American  worker  who  contributed  original  work  to  the 
Section  of  Pathology,  was  Dr.  Victor  Vaughn,  of  the  University  of 
Michigan.  The  Doctor  has  succeeded  in  isolating  pyrotoxicon, 
a  ptomaine  peculiar  to  milk  and  its  products.  In  another  paper 
read  in  the  Section  of  Diseases  of  Children,  Dr.  Vaughn  pointed 
out  the  relation  that  this  peculiar  poison  bears  to  the  diseases  of 
infancy,  especially  in  children  raised  by  hand. 

Dr.  Whitmarsh,  of  London,  in  a  peculiarly  well  written  paper, 
reviewed  the  subject  of  inoculation  as  a  preventive  of  rabies.  Ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Whitmarsh,  Pasteur  is  entirely  a  fanatic  on  the  sub- 
ject of  hydrophobia,  and  his  methods  for  the  prevention  of  that 
disease  are  vitiated  by  a  want  of  scientific  exactitude;  that,  at  the 
most,  Pasteur  can  only  be  ranked  as  a  successful  empiric. 

When  Dr.  Whitmarsh's  paper  was  read  (which,  in  addition  to  its 
slight  appreciation  of  Pasteur's  work,  contained  some  of  the  stock 
arguments  against  vaccination)  there  was  no  one  present  in  the 
section  who  felt  either  able  or  disposed  to  champion  the  views  of 
the  celebrated  Frenchman;  indeed,  from  the  fact  that  the  section 
awarded  a  special  vote  of  thanks  to  the  author  of  the  paper,  it 
might  be  inferred  that  the  Congress  had  condemned  Pasteur's 
treatment;  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  reverse  would 
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be  nearer  the  truth,  for,  on  the  evening  following  the  discussion 
just  referred  to,  the  question  was  the  topic  of  an  informal  conver- 
sation in  the  rotunda  of  the  Riggs  House.  Here  certain  American 
members  interested  in  Pasteur's  plan,  but  who  were  not  present  in 
the  Section  of  General  Medicine  when  Dr.  Whitmarsh's  paper  was 
read,  expressed  their  convictions  that  Pasteur  had  made  a  great 
discovery;  and,  while  there  might  be  some  technical  details  still 
needing  to  be  perfected,  the  principle  was  sound.  This  was  the 
opinion  of  gentlemen  who  had  visited  Pasteur's  laboratory  in  Paris, 
and  who  had  seen  for  themselves  the  practical  working  of  the 
method.  Reference  was  also  made  to  the  commission  of  experts, 
who  had  been  sent  to  France  by  the  British  Government,  and  who, 
after  thoroughly  examining  Pasteur's  work,  made  a  report  entirely 
favorable;  this  report,  among  other  things,  contained  an  analysis 
of  all  the  statistics  available  on  the  subject,  which,  more  than  any- 
thing else,  showed  the  marked  saving  of  life  that  had  resulted  from 
Pasteur's  inoculations.  Several  distinguished  Frenchmen,  among 
whom  were  Dr.  Apostoli  and  Dr.  Pouisser,  were  interrogated  as  to 
the  opinion  held  in  France  of  the  new  treatment  for  rabies;  much 
diversity  was  shown  in  their  replies,  but  it  was  evident  that  while 
Pasteur  has  been  opposed  and  almost  denounced  by  some  of  the 
very  highest  medical  authorities  in  his  own  country,  yet  the  great 
bulk  of  the  profession  there  have  confidence  in  him,  and  believe 
that  his  efforts  will  be  crowned  with  success.  Dr.  Pouisser  re- 
membered well  with  what  incredulity  people  heard  the  announce- 
ment that  chicken  cholera  and  authrax  in  the  domestic  animals 
could  be  prevented  by  inoculation;  but  now  such  inoculation  had 
become  a  matter  of  course  over  large  districts  in  Europe,  and  an- 
thrax, especially  in  sheep,  had  been  almost  stamped  out.  The 
recollection  of  instances  of  this  kind  is  certainly  a  wonderful  stim- 
ulus to  faith  in  Pasteur's  genius. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  foregoing  notes  are  no  sort  of  an 
index  to  the  work  done  at  Washington,  but  are  simply  a  brief  and 
imperfect  synopsis  of  what  came  under  the  writer's  individual  ob- 
servation in  the  departments  referred  to.  Some  account  of  the 
sections  devoted  to  gynaecology  and  general  surgery  will  be  given 
at  another  time. 
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TVAS  IT  PULMONARY  E3IB0LISM? 


By  A.J.  Gray,  M.  £>.,  Martin's  Mills. 


Read  before  Vanzandt  County  Medical  Society,  and  Contributed  to  Daniel's  Texas- 
Medical  Journal. 

I WAS  called  on  March  26,  1886,  in  consultation  with  Dr.  S.,  to 
see  Mrs.  B.,  a  young  woman  in  the  eighth  month  of  utero- 
gestation.  She  was  suffering  with  severe  pain  in  the  right  side, 
which  seemed  to  be  produced  from  encroachment  of  the  child  on 
the  diaphragm,  for  a  few  small  doses  of  morphine  gave  relief.  The 
patient  was  a  subject  of  marked  blood  discrasia,  having  had  sev- 
eral attacks  of  intermittent  fever  since  the  time  of  conception. 
There  was  deep  palor,  with  bloated  face  and  extremities.  She  had 
sore  mouth  and  throat,  which  answered  in  every  particular  to  nur- 
ses sore  mouth;  she  was  very  weak,  and  anorexia  was  complete, 
for  if  any  food  was  forced  on  the  stomach  it  was  soon  ejected.  A 
speculum  examination  revealed  ulceration  of  the  neck  of  the 
womb.  We  made  an  application  of  nitrate  silver  to  ulcers,  and 
ordered  to  be  given  iron,  wine,  and  all  the  nourishing  food  the 
stomach  would  retain.  On  the  next  day  patient  was  some  better; 
rested  well  through  the  night,  and  was  able  to  take  and  retain  some 
food.  The  same  treatment  was  continued,  and  I  did  not  see  the  pa- 
tient any  more  till  the  30th,  four  days  after  I  was  first  called. 

I  was  sent  for  in  haste  on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  and  arriving 
at  1  o'clock  p.  m.,  found  the  lady  in  labor.  Pains  commenced  at 
10  o'clock  a.  m.,  were  regular,  with  some  increase  in  force.  At  4 
o'clock  p.  m.  I  made  examination,  and  found  head  presentation, 
first  position,  according  to  Playfair.  Dr.  S.  not  being  present,  I 
had  him  sent  for.  Labor  continued  to  increase,  and  at  1  o'clock 
a.  m.  of  31st  she  was  delivered  of  a  dead  child,  labor  having  been 
natural  throughout,  She  was  delivered  of  the  afterbirth  in  a  few 
minutes  without  the  loss  of  any  blood,  and  after  resting  for  a  short 
while,  she  expressed  herself  as  feeling  better  than  for  many  days 
past.  After  waiting  and  watching  for  an  hour  and  thirty  minutes, 
and  finding  that  the  womb  was  well  contracted,  and  that  nothing 
was  present  to  indicate  immediate  danger,  Dr.  S.  left  for  home  and 
I  retired  to  rest  for  a  short  time. 
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At  4  o'clock  I  was  aroused  by  the  husband,  who  informed  me 
that  his  wife  was  not  resting  well.  I  immediately  went  to  her  bed- 
side, and  found  her  restless,  anxious,  and  breathing  heavily;  pulse 
120,  temperature  normal.  I  diagnosed  pulmonary  obstruction,  and 
immediately  went  to  work  to  obviate  the  danger.  I  ordered  plenty 
of  whisky,  carb.  ammonia  and  digitalis,  hoping  that  life  might  be 
prolonged  until  the  obstruction  could  be  absorbed,  but  all  was 
without  avail,  for  she  continued  to  grow  worse  every  minute;  the 
dyspnoea  increased  in  intensity,  and  became  most  horrible;  she 
gasped  and  struggled  for  breath,  and  would  make  frequent  efforts 
to  tear  off  the  covering  from  her  chest  in  the  effort  to  get  more 
air.  The  muscles  of  the  face  and  thorax  were  violently  strained 
in  the  vain  attempt  to  oxygenate  the  blood,  and  at  times  she  was 
threatened  with  convulsions.  The  face  was  pale,  and  lips  purple; 
the  countenance  expressed  deep  anxiety.  The  circulation  was 
irregular;  the  action  of  the  heart  tumultuous,  and  it  became  more 
and  more  feeble  and  fluttering;  the  respirations  grew  shorter  and 
more  hurried.  The  intellect  throughout  the  struggle  was  unim- 
paired, and  the  dreadful  consciousness  of  impending  death  added 
no  little  to  the  terror  of  the  scene.  At  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  about  six 
hours  from  the  first  beginning  of  the  dyspnoea,  death  ended  the 
struggle. 

Now,  I  believe  this  to  have  been  a  case  of  pulmonary  obstruc- 
tion, of  spontaneous  origin,  commencing  in  the  smaller  ramifica- 
tions of  the  pulmonary  arteries,  and  gradually  extending  back  to- 
ward the  heart,  a  condition  which  seems  to  me  might  occur  more 
frequently,  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  condition  of  the 
patient  referred  to,  she  being  a  subject  of  marked  blood  dyscrasia, 
then  just  passed  through  labor  and  entered  the  puerperal  state, 
where  we  find  most  of  the  conditions  favoring  thrombosis  present; 
the  blood  contains  at  that  time  an  excess  of  fibrin,  which  increases 
in  the  last  months  of  utero-gestation.  The  involution  of  the  en- 
larged womb  commences,  and  the  blood  is  loaded  with  effete  ma- 
terial, which  further  increases  its  depravity,  and  brings  about  so 
many  of  the  conditions  favoring  thrombosis. 

Playfair  tells  us  that  the  attention  of  the  profession  has  been  for 
the  most  part  limited  to  a  study  of  one  only  of  the  results  of  this 
tendency  to  blood  clotting,*after  delivery,  no  doubt,  because  of  its 
comparative  frequency  and  evident  symptoms.    True,  it  has  of  late 
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been  held  that  phlegmasia-dolens  is  chiefly  the  result  of  some 
morbid  condition  of  the  blood,  producing  plugging  of  the  veins* 
but  the  view  which  I  am  attempting  to  express  would  bring  this 
disease  into  close  relation  with  the  more  rarely  observed,  but  infi- 
nitely important  condition— obstruction  of  the  pulmonary  arteries, 
a  result  or  accident  that  has  not  received  that  attention  it  really 
deserves,  for  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  of  its  pathology 
and  treatment,  it  swoops  down  upon  us  like  the  eagle  on  his  prey, 
and  seldom  tails  to  carry  off  our  patient. 

Now,  if  this  paper  succeeds  in  bringing  before  the  minds  of  the 
profession  of  Vanzandt  county  a  study  of  this  important  disease, 
it  will  have  served  its  purpose. 


A  CASE  OF  STRANGULATED  INGUINAL  HERNIA  IN  AN  INMATE 
OF  THE  STATE  LUNATIC  ASYLUM:   OPERATION.   ~ 


By  A.  N.  Denton,  M.  D.,  Late  Superintendent,  President  Travis 
County  Medical  Society. 


Read  before  Travis  County  Medical  Society,  and  voted  for  publication^  in  Daniel's 
Texas  Medical  Journal. 

ONjhe  evening  of  January  30,  1886,  Mrs.  Nannie  Smith,  aged 
42,  who,  for  some  years,  had  been  troubled  with  inguinal 
hernia  (direct),  was  found  to  be  suffering  with  strangulation  of  the 
same. 

The  patient  was  the  unfortunate  victim  of  chronic  mania,  in 
feeble  health,  and  much  emaciated.  She  had  for  several  years 
been  an  inmate  of  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum.  Apparently  a  more 
unfavorable  case  upon  which  to  perform  a  severe  operation  could 
scarcely  be  imagined. 

During  the  evening  of  the  30th,  repeated  but  unsuccessful  efforts 
at  reduction  were  made,  under  the  influence  of  an  anaesthetic. 
Some  three  hours  were  thus  spent.  The  hips  and  lower  extremi- 
ties were  elevated,  while  the  reduction  by  taxis  was  being  attemp- 
ted. Warm  baths  were  also  used,  with  a  view  to  relaxation,  butjall 
to  no  avail. 

At  9  p.  m.,  grsyi  of  morphia  was  administered  hypodermically, 
she  being  extremely  restless,  and  suffering  much  pain.    This  was 
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repeated  at  10  p.  m.  Notwithstanding  the  morphine,  she  passed  a 
miserable  and  restless  night,  suffering  with  constant  nausea,  and 
stercoraceous  vomiting.  On  the  morning  of  the  31st  her  condition 
was  apparently  much  worse;  the  radial  pulse  could  scarcely  be 
felt;  the  face  wore  a  pinched  and  haggard  expression,  indicative  of 
the  near  approach  of  dissolution;  the  extremities  were  cold,  and 
the  surface  was  bathed  in  perspiration. 

Another  unsuccessful  effort,  by  traxis,  was  made  at  reduction, 
and,  although  the  patient  appeared  to  be  in  a  dying  condition,  it 
was  decided  to  operate,  and  release  the  constricted  bowel.  Ac- 
cordingly, at  11  a.  m.,  assisted  by  Dr.  F.  A.  Maxwell,  who  admin- 
istered a  few  whifs  of  ether,  I  proceeded  to  operate  in  the  usual 
manner.  I  may  sta'-e,  in  passing,  that  life  was  apparently  so  nearly 
extinct  that  it  was  deemed  unnecessary  to  administer  any  consid- 
erable quantity  of  the  anaesthetic.  The  incisions  being  completed, 
the  internal  ring  was  felt  for  with  the  index  finger  of  the  left  hand, 
which  served  as  a  guide,  protecting  the  constricted  gut  beneath, 
and  finding  it,  it  was  divided  with  a  hernia  knife,  when  the  hernia 
was  reduced  without  further  trouble,  and  without  opening  the  sac. 
The  wound  was  closed  with  interrupted  sutures,  and  adhesive 
strips  and  a  compress  and  bandage  applied. 

In  half  an  hour  after  the  completion  of  the  operation,  the  pulse 
grew  stronger,  and  respiration  was  more  tranquil  and  less  super- 
ficial. At  3  p.  m.,  the  patient  had  fairly  reacted,  and  her  pulse 
became  regular,  but  was  still  feeble;  the  extremities  became  warm- 
er, and,  with  the  exception  of  some  nausea  which  still  remained, 
she  was  seemingly  doing  well. 

[The  daily  record  of  the  case  is  omitted.] 

February  4.  Pulse  84.  There  was  some  inflammation  at  the 
seat  of  the  wound,  but  it  had  a  healthy  appearance.  From  this 
date  her  recovery  was  steady  and  without  interruption,  until  the 
wound  was  entirely  healed;  and  the  patient  was  restored  to  her  us- 
ual condition  of  health. 

This  case  is  reported,  not  because  of  anything  new,  or  because 
of  any  peculiar  merit  in  the  operation,  or  management  of  the  case, 
but  to  illustrate  the  value  of  surgical  measures,  as  a  derneir  resort 
in  cases  that  are  apparently  hopeless;  as  well  as  to  encourage  the 
surgeon  when  all  else  fails,  to  operate,  even  though  there  is  scarce- 
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ly  a  glimmer  of  hope,  and  death  is  apparently  about  to  claim  his 
victim.  In  this  case,  no  one  present  believed  that  the  patient 
would  survive  the  operation;  but,  notwithstanding  her  desperate 
condition,  she  made  a  good  recovery,  and  to-day  is  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  fair  degree  of  physical  health. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  TERRELL  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

STATED  MEETINGS   ISt  AND  3rd  MONDAY'S  IN  EACH  MONTH. 


Dr.  Geo,  A.  Nelson  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  John  Inabnit  read  a  paper  on  diseases  of  the  uterus,  setting 
forth  a  preference  for  caustic  applications  to  the  os  tincae,  as  well 
as  the  cervix — and  also  favored  the  application  of  this  agent  to  the 
os  of  a  gravid  uterus,  in  cases  of  persistent  vomiting. 

Dr.  Nelson  entered  his  protest  to  this  procedure  in  the  gravid 
uterus,  and  stated  as  his  conviction,  that  uterine  catarrh  is  fre- 
quently induced  by  the  too  frequent  use  of  the  vaginal  douche,  as 
the  fluid  so  injected  often  passes  directly  into  the  uterine  cavity 
— and  that  the  center  hole  in  such  syringes  should  be  closed; — he 
was  confident  that  by  its  use  and  the  use  of  such  agents  as  argenti 
nitras,  caustics,  etc  ,  thus  used,  abortion  was  frequently  induced. 

Dr.  Strain  was  of  the  opinion  that  there  were  agents,  equally  as 
effective  and  void,  to  a  greater  extent,  of  danger,  than  those  already 
mentioned,  and  concluded  that  generally  these  agents  were  more 
frequently  used  because  of  their  being  near  at  hand;  but  that  he 
preferred  a  more  conservative  course  of  treatment. 

Dr.  Webb  read  a  paper  upon  abortion,  and  asked  whether  or  not 
it  was  criminal  to  induce  an  abortion,  otherwise  than  to  save  the 
life  of  the  mother  ? 

Dr.  Inabnit  contended  that  it  was. — 

Dr.  Nelson  held  that  circumstances  should  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  case/ if  an  intelligent  and  chaste  young  woman  should  be 
deceived  by  her  lover,  whithout  any  interference  she  would  be  for 
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ever  disgraced  and  lead  the  life  of  the  abandoned,  whereas  to  in- 
terfere, she  could,  or  might,  be  restored  to  her  family  and  society, 
becoming  both  an  ornament  and  a  useful  member  of  the  same.  Of 
course,  he  did  not  propose  to  establish  this  as  a  rule  in  general,  for 
he  knew  full  well  that  there  are  enough  designing  women  who 
would  abuse  this  exception — as  applied  to  special  cases. 

Dr.  Webb  seemed  inclined  to  think  it  was  more  or  less  a  hazard- 
us  experiment,  and  should  be  styled  criminal,  and  so  held. 

Dr.  Anthony  thought  that  circumstances  should  be  considered, 
and  that  in  such  cases  as  really  demanded  protection  from  a  life 
of  shame  and  misery,  the  physician  would  be  not  only  justified,  but 
lauded  in  his,  virtuous  endeavors,  to  snatch  as  it  were,  a  brand 
from  the  burning. 

Dr.Smiley  was  of  the  opinion  that  to  induce  an  abortion  to  protect 
a  woman's  virtue  or  character,  which  had  been  betrayed,  if  a  crime, 
was  less  crime  than  to  send  the  woman  headlong  to  ruin. 

Dr.  Monday  read  a  paper  upon  the  subject  viz:  "Shall  a  physi- 
cian pander  to  the  whims  of  his  patients  ?" 

Dr.  Smiley  said  that  he  hoped  that  no  intelligent  physician  would 
be  found,  who  would  sacrifice  the  recognized  course  of  duty  to  his 
patient,  simply  to  satisfy  a  whim  which  is  born  of  a  disordered 
mind,  but  should  be  respectfully  passed  by. 

Dr.  Smiley  read  a  paper  on  Puerperal  Eclampsia,  in  which  he 
favored  copious  blood  letting  as  the  sheet  anchor  treatment. 

Dr.  Nelson  read  a  paper  from  several  cases  of  cholera  infantum 
and  demonstrated  what  satisfactory  results  followed  the  ice  water 
enema  after  each  motion  from  the  bowels — it  lessened  the  inflamm- 
atory movement,  induced  quiet,  altered  the  character  of  the  pass- 
ages and  lessened  their  frequency, — The  Doctor  stated  that  at  the 
time  to  which  he  referred,  the  atmosphere  was  seriously  con- 
taminated, but  notwithstanding  he  lost  not  a  single  case,  having 
used  but  little  internal  treatment. 

Dr.  Monday  read  a  paper  upon  the  oxytoccic  effect  of  quinine, 
claiming  that  this  drug  would  induce  abortion,  when  given  in  full 
doses  at  regular  intervals. 

Dr.  Smiley  held  to  the  opposite  view  as  he  had  dispensed  the 
drug  in  several  instances  in  full  doses  of  gr.  xx  every  3rd  hour  with 
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a  view  to  induce  abortion  and  prove  the  drug  to  be  capable  of  in- 
ducing abortion,  but  met  with  negative  results. 

Dr.  Wallace  said  that  he  was  not  willing  to  risk  its  effects  and 
that  he  always  guarded  such  tendency  if  any  there  should  be  in  the 
drug — usually  with  pulv-doveri — but  that  he  prefered  digitalis  in 
such  cases  as  were  exposed  to  any  danger. 


AMERICAN  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ASSOCIATION. 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  SESSION. 

The  Local  Committee  of  Arrangements  announce  that  the  follow- 
ing arrangements  have  been  made  preliminary  to  the  meeting  of 
"The  American  Public  Health  Association,"  to  be  held  in  Mem- 
phis, November  8th — nth,  1887. 

The  meetings  of  the  Association  will  be  held  in  the  Young  Men's 
Hebrew  Association  Hall,  corner  of  Second  and  Union  Streets, 
commencing  at  10  a.  m.,  November  8th. 

All  Railroads  in  the  Southern  Passenger  Association,  the  Central 
Traffic  Association,  and  the  Western  States  Association,  have 
authorized  one  and  one-third  rates.  That  is  one  full  rate  coming 
and  one-third  rate  returning  on  certificate  of  Secretary. 

The  Trunk  Lines  Association  which  embraces  New  England 
States  and  Canada  yet  to  be  heard  from,  but  the  Committee  is  in- 
duced to  believe  it  will  authorize  same  rates. 

The  following  rates  are  given  by  the  Hotels: 

The  Gayoso  Hotel,  Shelby  Street,  $2.50  and  $3.00  per  day. 

The  Peabody  Hotel,  corner  of  Main  and  Monroe  Streets,  $2.50 
and  $3.00  per  day. 

Gaston's  Hotel,  South  Court  Street,  European  Plan,  $1.00  per 
day,  for  room,  Restaurant  in  Hotel. 

Duffy's  Hotel,  corner  Main  and  Adams  Streets,  European  and 
American  Plan.  Rooms  50c,  75c.  and  $1.00.  Restaurant  in  Hotel, 
American  Plan  $2.00  per  day. 

Rooms  will  be  engaged  at  the  Gayoso  for  the  President,  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer  of  the  Association. 

Hon.  Robert  L.  Taylor,  Governor  of  Tennessee,  will  deliver  an 
address  on  the  evening  of  the  8th. 
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The  Local  Committee  hopes  and  expects  a  full  representation  of 
members  of  the  Association  at  this  meeting,  as  well  as  a  large 
accession  of  new  members,  and  will  spare  no  effort  to  make  their 
sojourn  in  Memphis  both  pleasant  and  profitable. 

G.  B.  Thornton,  M.D.,  Chm.  of  Local  Com.  of  Arrangements. 

D.  T,  Porter,  Chairman  of  Finance  Committee. 

R.  W.  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  Chairman  of  Reception  Committee. 

Major  M.  Burke,  Chairman  of  Transportation  Committee. 

F.  L.  Sim,  M.  D.,  Chm.  of  Com.  on  Printing  and  Publication. 


Dear  Doctor, — I  am  not  aware  that  it  is  customary  for  State 
Medical  Societies  to  assess  any  per  capita  tax  on  the  members  of 
the  County  or  Local  Societies.  Such  a  tax  or  "royalty"  certainly 
could  have  no  legal  force,  unless  the  State  Society  were  chartered 
by  the  Legislature,  and  the  Charter  contained  some  special  provis- 
ion, giving  the  right  to  grant  Sub  Charters  to  County  Soeieties  and 
tax  the  members  thereof,  for  certain  specified  purposes,  and  within 
specified  limits.  Yours  truly, 


This  is  authority,  on  a  subject  which  should  receive  careful  con- 
sideration in  all  local  Societies,  and  which  should  he  brought  up 
for  final  action  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Texas  State  Medical 
Association. 


The  next  session  of  the  "East  Texas  Medical  Association"  will 
be  held  at  Jacksonville,  Texas,  on  ist  Tuesday  in  January. 

That  of  the  "Austin  District  Medical  Society"  will  be  held  at 
Austin,  December,  2nd  Thursday. — Dr.  F.  T.  Paine,  of  Comanche, 
is  expected  to  be  present  by  invitation,  and  to  read  a  paper,  and  to 
make  some  experiments  and  demonstrations  with  electricity  in  the 
trealment  of  chronic  disease. 


Q.  C.  SMITH,  M.  D. 


Signed,  N.  S.  DAVIS. 
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Physicians'  Mutual  Benefit  Association  of  Texas. —  Dr.  A. 
R.  Kil  pat  rick  was  a  member  of  this  order,  and  held  certificate  No. 
46.  Assessment  (No.  4)  has  been  made  on  the  members  ($1  each) 
for  the  benefit  fund  provided  by  the  constitution  and  by-laws,  for 
his  widow,  and  many  of  the  members  have  promptly  responded. 
We  are  sorry  to  say,  however,  that  some  are  slow  in  coming  up,  and 
to  date  not  over  one-half  have  paid  the  assessment.  In  the  case  of 
the  three  preceding  deaths  (we  are  almost  ashamed  to  say  it),  about 
ten  per  cent,  of  the  members  failed  to  pay  in  each  case,  and  thus 
forfeited  their  membership.  This  will  explain  the  discrepancy  be- 
tween the  number  of  active  members  and  the  number  of  cer- 
tificates issued.  At  the  time  of  Dr.  Kilpatrick's  death,  the  num- 
ber of  active,  paid-up  members  was  159;  the  certificates  issued  to 
that  date  were  201.  On  assessment  and  on  annual  dues  thirty- 
eight  in  all  have  forfeited,  and  there  have  been  four  deaths.  Mrs. 
K.  should  receive  $159,  less  a  few  dollars  for  printing  and  postage, 
as  provided  by  the  by-laws.  Since  the  date  of  the  Doctor's  death 
some  three  or  four  new  member  have  joined;  they,  of  course,  are 
not  subject  to  this  assessment. 

Thanks. — We  want  to  return  sincere  thanks  to  our  kind  friends, 
Dr.  J.  H.  Bowers,  of  Columbus,  for  several  new  subscribers  and  for 
five  members  of  the  P.  M.  B.  A. — Drs.  E.  E.  Smiley,  Terrell,  and 
E.  M.  Fowler,  of  Forney,  for  a  club  of  subscribers,  and  the  cash — 
and  to  numerous  other  friends  for  kind  and  cheering  words  accom- 
panying their  remittances,  which  have  been  coming  in  very  freely. 
Such  evidences  of  appreciation  and  sympathy  are  most  gratefully 
acknowledged  and  esteemed. 

Still  Organizing. — The  next  meeting  of  the  Terrell  Medical 
Society  will  be  held  at  Forney,  when,  it  is  expected,  the  profession 
of  that  city  and  vicinity  will  come  into  the  fold.  Success. 


Dr.  White's  Paper  will  be  read  with  interest;  it  is  one  of  the 
best  accounts  of  the  great  event  that  has  yet  appeared,  and  does 
the  Doctor  credit.  It  is  to  be  followed  by  others,  giving  account 
of  the  section  work.  The  Doctor  made  the  acquaintance  of  many 
of  the  foreign  delegates,  and  speaks  in  high  terms  of  their  social 
qualities. 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


PHILLIPS7  PALATABLE  COD-LIVER  OIL 

EMULSION. 

By  reason  of  its  high  standard  of  excellence,  reliability,  and  uniformity,  which  has 
been  maintained  since  its  introduction,  enjoys  the  confidence  of  many  ohysicians.  Ir. 
exhibits  the  most  minute  division  of  the  oil-globules  yet  attained  in  an  emuls- 
ion, and  by  reason  of  its  perfect  miscibility  in  milk,  water  or  other  fluid., 

it  is  easy  of  administration  or  assimilation. 

As  it  presents  many  features  of  superiority,  physicians  still  unacquainted  with  it 
are  respectfully  urged  to  examine  it. 


ATTENTION  IS  ALSO  ASKED  TO 

PHILLIPS'  DIGESTIBLE  COCOA. 

It  furnishes  a  reliable  article  of  diet  for  the  sick  room,  and  a  suitable  substitufe  for 
Tea  or  Coffee  for  every  day  use.  The  fat  of  the  Cocoa  (usually  the  disturbing  ele- 
ment) is  herein  digested  by  means  of  Pancreatine,  and  there  is  none  of  the  feeling  of 
heaviness,  depression  and  headache  (so  common  alter  drinking  the  ordinary  Cocoas 
or  Chocolates),  following  the  use  of  this  preparation.  It  makes  a  delicions  "bever- 
age, and  is  novirisliing  to  a  Iiiglx  degree.  It  is  often  digested  when  milk  or 
other  nutrients  cause  distress,  and  therefore  becomes  a  superior  food  in  irritable 
conditions  of  the  stomach.  


FHOSFHO-MURIATE  OF  QUININE, 

(Compound) 

A  Reliable  General  Tonic  and  Antiperiodic.  We  are  now  introducing  this  elegant, 
combination  of  our  Wheat  Phosphates,  with  Quinine.  Iron,  and  Strychnia,  and  ask 
an  examination  of  it  by  the  Medical  Profession.  Jt  will  be  found  efficacious  in  a 
large  class  of  Pathological  conditions.   Circulars  and  samples  supplied. 

Our  preparations  are  to  be  had  of  druggists  generally. 
MILK  OF  MAGNESIA— An  Antacid. 
WHEAT-PHOSPHATES  (Aeid).— A  Nutrient  Tonic. 

The  Chats.  H.  Phillips  Chemical  Co.,  30  Plait  St.,  New  York. 


The  Summer  Campaign. 

rpHE  most  effective  diet,  not  medicine,  the  Medical  Profession  can  use  in  contending 
-1-    witn  Cholera  Infantum,  Dyseutery  and  all  intestinal  complaints,  is 

NESTLE'S  MILK  FOOD. 

It  is  the  most  suitable,  safe  and  nourishing  diet  when  the  above  named  ailments 
threaten  infant  life.  We  quote  again  from  Ziemssen's  Cyclopoedia,  vol.  7,  on  the 
treatment  of  Cholera  Infantum: 

"When  the  Mother's  Milk  is  Insufficient,  Nestle's  Milk  Food 
is  alone  to  be  Recommended." 

The  above  quotation  is  about  as  strong  and  emphatic  as  the  English  language  will 
permit,  and  we  add  thereto,  that  if  physicians  will  order  infants  under  their  care  to 
use  Nestle's  Food  as  a  diet  during  hot  weather,  in  connection  with  medical  treat- 
ment, they  will  win  in  the  fight  with  summer  complaints. 

Since  we  published  the  above,  and  other  important  testimony,  three  years  ago, 
commending  Nestle's  Food,  several  proprietors  of  infant  foods  have  felt  thattthey 
also  must  say  something  about  Cholera  Infantum,  or  go  to  the  wall. 

Notwithstanding  all,  Nestle's  Food  is  the  physician's  sheet  anchor,  during  the 
heated  term. 

Pamphlet  by  Prof.  Leibert,  giving  full  information,  and  sample,  sent  on  applica- 
tion to 

THOMAS  IiEEMING  &  CO., 

Sole  Agents,  New  York 

Note.— No  milk  is  required  in  preparing  Nestle's  Food,  only  water  used 
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JlIorMMPlospMfi, 

(liquid.) 

Prepared  according  to  the  directions  of  Prof.  E.  N.  Horsford, 
of  Cambridge,  Mass.  Universally  prescribed  and  recommen- 
ded by  physicians  of  all'schools. 


As  a  Substitute  for  Lemons  or  Lime  Juice. 

Acidulated  drinks  are  refreshing  at  all  seasons,  but  the  con- 
stant use  of  lemons  is  apt  to  interfere  with  the  regular  action 
of  the  bowels.  Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate,  with  water  and 
sugar  only,  makes  the  purest  and  most  wholesome  lemonade, 
and  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  safest  and  finest  curatives 
known.  It  thoroughly  quenches  thirst,  prevents  derangement 
of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  aids  digestion,  cures  lassitude,  re- 
lieves the  exhaustion  following  excessive  physical  or  mental 
labor,  and  invigorates  the  system.  Many  prominent  physicians 
have  used  Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate  in  their  practice,  and 
give  it  their  unqualified  approval. 


We  have  received  a  very  large  number  of  letters  from  physi- 
cians of  the  highest  standing,  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  relat- 
ing their  experience  with  the  Acid  Phosphate,  and  speaking  of 
it  in  high  terms  of  commendation. 

Physicians  desiriDg  to  test  Horsford's  Acid  Phosphate  will  be 
furnished  a  sample  without  expense,  except  express  charges. 
Pamphlet  free. 

PROF.  HORSFORD'S  BAKING  PREPARATIONS 

are  made  of  the  Acid  Phosphate  in  powdered  form.  They  re- 
store the  phosphates  that  are  taken  from  the  flour  in  bolting. 
Descriptive  pamphlet  sent  free. 


EUMFOBD  CHEMICAL  WORKS,  Providence,  R.  I. 
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Correspondence. 


LETTER  FROM  DR.  F.  T.  PAINE, 

ON  AN  INTERESTING  AND  IMPORTANT  SUBJECT. 


Comanche,  Texas,  September  28,  1887. 

Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel. 

Dear  Sir:  In  your  notice  of  my  paper  in  the  Transactions,  you 
very  truly  say,  "if  future  observations  shall  confirm  the  statements 
here  recorded  by  Dr.  Paine,  there  is  no  estimating  the  value  of 
electricity  as  a  remedial  agent,"  etc. 

Now,  if  I  should  leave  these  experiences  and  observations  where 
they  are,  unrecognized  by  the  profession,  it  may  be  a  century  be- 
fore another  will  rise  up,  willing  to  take  my  place,  and  face  the  de- 
rision and  obloquy  that  I  have  met,  as  unaided, — struggling  against 
poverty,  unpaid,  and  many  times  even  unthanked,  I  have  prose- 
cuted these  studies,  solely  for  the  benefit  of  suffering  humanity, 
and  without  even  the  prospect  of  pecuniary  advantage. 

In  view  of  this,  I  have  a  proposition  to  submit  to  you,  and 
through  your  excellent  Journal  to  the  profession. 

I  am  anxious  to  place  these  discoveries  in  the  hands  of  our  pro- 
fession, while  I  may,  and  as  I  observe  that  the  Austin  District 
Medical  Society  is  to  meet  in  your  city  on  the  8th  .of  December, 
next,  I  would  be  pleased  to  celebrate  the  73rd  anniversary  of  my 
birth  *  by  reading  a  paper  (prepared  especially  for  that  occasion) 
on  the  subject  of  neuralgia,  with  the  differential  diagnosis  of  neu- 
ralgia, and  other  painful  diseases  ;  making  the  subject  so  plain 
that  "he  that  runs  may  read,  and  not  err  therein,  (provided  he 
uses  electricity,)tho'  he  be  a  fool."  This  paper  or  papers  I  shall 
defend  publicly,  or  demonstrate  the  treatment  upon  the  living  sub- 
ject (if  subjects  can  be  procured).  On  the  subject  of  diseases  of 
females,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  demonstrate  all  I  have  ever  written, 
if  subjects  can  be  procured.  I  propose  to  demonstrate  the  pain- 
lessness of  all  proper  applications  of  Farradic  electricity,  even  in 
the  most  painful  and  irritable  diseases. 

If  the  profession  wish  the  demonstration  of  the  truths  I  have 
discovered,  a  committee  from  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society 
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can  have  my  services  to  elucidate  the  subject  just  as  far  as  I  pos- 
sibly can.  I  would  suggest  that  the  society  might,  and  doubtless 
will,  enlist  the  co-operation  and  interest  of  the  medical  gentlemen 
of  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  who  could  furnish  a  vast  amount  of 
material  for  the  study  of  the  effects  of  electricity  on  mental  dis- 
eases and  diseases  of  females. 

If  these  propositions  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Board  of  Cen- 
sors of  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  an  early  invitation  to 
meet  them  at  a  time  to  suit  their  convenience  will  be  agreeable 
to  me. 

Very  truly  yours,  etc., 

F.  T.  Paine,  M.  D. 

The  8th  of  December  will  be  my  73rd  birthday . 

[It  will  be  remembered  that  Dr.  Paine  pointed  out,  in  the  Janu- 
ary, '86,  No.  of  this  Journal,  Vol.  i,  No.  7,  ("Revalations  by  Elec- 
tricity in  Rheumatism  and  Neuralgia,")  that  the  most  painful  parts 
in  cases  of  acute  and  chronic  rheumatism,  are  perfectly  insensible  to 
the  electric  current,  as  much  so,  he  says,  as  if  the  nerve  were  dead; 
and,  indeed,  the  Doctor  says  the  nerve  is  dead;  and  that  in  certain 
female  diseases  the  mammae  and  the  genitalia  are  equally  anaes- 
thetic (electrically).  He  relates  that  in  some  cases  an  electrode 
may  be  introduced  into  the  vagina,  not  only  without  pain,  but  with- 
out sensation,  which,  in  another  person,  would  seem  as  if  a  red-hot 
iron  had  been  thrust  into  the  part.  These  are  highly  interesting 
facts,  discovered,  as  Dr.  Paine  claims,  by  himself,  and  as  impor- 
tant as  they  are  interesting.  We  shall  be  glad  to  witness  the  dem- 
onstrations, and  sincerely  hope  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society 
will  invite  the  Doctor  to  be  with  them  at  the  approaching  meeting, 
and  prepare  the  material  for  the  demonstrations.  We  understand 
that  Dr.  Paine  proposes  to  map  out,  on  a  diagram,  certain  points 
on  the  surface  of  individuals  suffering  with  perversion  of  the  sex- 
ual sense, — which  are  invariably  electrically  anaesthetic, — and  to 
demonstrate  his  theory  that  there  is  a  relation  between  this  condi- 
tion of  the  nerve  centers  and  certain  heretofore  obscure  and  in- 
tractable female  maladies. 

Dr.  Paine  has  spent  a  lifetime  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  andr. 
although  he  has  lived  out  his  scriptural  measure  of  years,  he  is- 
still  actively  engaged  in  the  good  work.    His  long  and  close  ob- 
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servation  of  clinical  phenomena,  his  advanced  age,  and  his  posi- 
tion in  the  profession,  as  well  as  his  character  and  standing  as  a 
gentleman,  a  Christian,  and  a  practitioner,  entitle  his  words  to  re- 
spectful attention  and  weighty  consideration.  We  repeat  what  we 
said  before,  (not  that  we  question  for  a  moment  either  his  veracity 
or  the  correctness  of  his  observations)  that  if  future  experiments 
and  observations  shall  tally  with  his  past  experience,  and  confirm 
his  views,  electricity  is  destined  to  become  the  most  powerful  and 
most  reliable  weapon  in  the  physician's  armamentarium. 


PuLLINGS    FROM  CONTEMPORARIES, 


The  New  Rival  of  Cocaine. — That  "  truth  is  stranger  than- 
fiction"  the  experiences  of  daily  life  frequently  affirm.  We  live 
and  move. in  the  midst  of  facts  which,  when  once  revealed  to  our 
senses,  and  fully  comprehended,  produces  strange  surprises  and 
unexpected  results.  The  majority  of  the  readers  of  this  article 
have  doubtless  often  feasted  on  the  tempting  fruit  of  the  honey- 
locust,  which,  when  fully  tinged  by  the  autumn  frosts,  and  still, 
further  shriveled  up  by  the  chilly  blasts  of  early  winter,  affords  a 
flavor  both  lucious  and  appetising  to  many  palates.  Uninviting  in 
its  appearance,  and  repelling  with  its  prickly  thorns,  the  honey-lo- 
cust tree  would  scarcely  have  been  selected  as  one  possessed  of  re- 
markable remedial  virtues.  Such,  however,  is  the  function  it  seems 
now  to  be  possessed  of. 

Through  the  discovery  of  Mr.  Goodman,  a  veterinary  surgeon  of 
Louisiana,  it  was  ascertained  by  a  mere  accident  that  the  leaves  of 
the  tree  were  possessed  of  analgesic  and  anaesthetic  properties  of 
a  most  marked  character.  Mr.  Goodman  submitted  the  leaves  of 
the  tree  to  Dr.  A.  M.  Seward,  who  isolated  an  alkaloid,  to  which 
he  gave  the  name  of  stenocarpine.  Stenocarpine  was  then  submit- 
ted to  Dr.  J.  Herbert  Claiborne,  Jr.,  and  to  Dr.  Knapp,  both  of 
New  York,  who  carefully  studied  its  physiological  effects,  and  com- 
municated their  results  to  the  medical  world.  In  an  article  in  the 
Medical  Record  (October  1,  1887),  Dr.  Claiborne  presents  a  very 
instructive  account  of  the  honey-locust  tree  from  a  botanical  stand- 
point, and  then  gives  the  results  of  his  experiments  with  the  active 
leaves  employed  as  an  analgesic  and  anaesthetic.  Dr.  Claiborne 
has  ascertained  that  five  or  six  drops  of  a  two  per  cent,  solution  of 
stenocarpine  instilled  into  the  eye  produced  complete  anaesthesia 
of  the  conjunctiva  and  cornea  within  five  minutes,  and  that  anaes- 
thesia lasted  fully  twenty  minutes.     He  further  observed  that  a 
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-one-fifth  of  one  per  cent,  solution  was  fufficient  to  accomplish  the 
same  anaesthetic  effect.  The  drug  produces  marked  bleaching  of 
the  conjunctival  vessels  and  complete  dilation  of  the  pupil.  It 
was  found  to  possess  the  anaesthetic  properties  of  cocaine  and  the 
mydriatic  effect  of  atropine.  Its  use  relieved  the  pain  of  iritis  and 
the  photophobia  of  trachomatous  pannus  and  phlyctenular  in  the 
most  brilliant  way. 

Its  anaesthetic  effect  upon  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose 
Avas  equally  well  marked.  Suffering  with  a  severe  attack  of  coryza, 
Dr.  Claiborne  painted  the  whole  anterior  nares  on  both  sides  with 
the  solution.  In  ten  minutes  his  breathing  was  free,  and  all  sensi- 
bility to  touch  in  the  nose  was  removed.  "The  entire  organ  felt 
deadened — not  unlike  the  sensation  produced  by  frost-bite." 

Stenocarpine  is  more  actively  toxic  than  cocaine.  Five  drops 
were  taken  and  repeated  in  an  hour  by  Dr.  Claiborne.  Two  hours 
and  a  half  after  the  first  dose  had  been  taken,  his  pulse  had  low- 
ered eighteen  beats.  The  heart  recovered  its  normal  beat  and 
character  in  from  four  to  six  hours. 

A  slight  sense  of  constriction  in  the  soft  palate,  and  a  sense  of 
well-being  and  surface-glow  were  experienced.  Drowsiness  came 
on  and  lasted  several  hours,  and  left  with  a  dry  throat  and  ^husky 
voice,  which  persisted  two  or  three  hours  longer. 

The  effects  of  the  drug  upon  the  skin  have  not  been  fully  proven. 
Dr.  Claiborne  asserts  that  it  has  an  anaesthetizing  effect  on  the  un- 
broken, uninflamed  cutis,  whilst  Dr.  Knapp's  observations  fail  to 
•confirm  this  opinion.  It  is  just  here  that  the  properties  of  cocaine 
and  stenocarpine  seem  to  differ.  Cocaine  has  no  influence  upon  a 
cutaneous  surface,  and  should  stenocarpine  possess  this  latter  prop- 
erty to  the  extent  indicated  by  Dr.  Claiborne,  its  value  to  surgery 
becomes  immense. 

The  mydriatic  effect  of  stenocarpine,  in  association  with  its  an- 
aesthetic properties,  makes  its  use  in  ophthalmology  of  even  greater 
value  than  cocaine.  Whilst  the  two  drugs  have  a  number  of  prop- 
erties in  common,  the  differences  in  their  physiological  action  fa- 
vor a  wider  employment  of  local  anaesthesia  through  their  respec- 
tive administration.  It  is  probable  that  the  discovery  of  steno- 
carpine will  scarcely  fall  below  that  of  cocaine  itself  in  its  benefi- 
cent results.  A  wider  experience  with  the  former  agent  is  now 
needed  to  substantiate  the  full  value  of  Mr.  Goodman's  discovery. 
'Considering  the  wide  distribution  of  the  honey-locust  tree  and  the 
abundance  of  its  foliage,  coupled  with  the  remarkable  strength  of 
its  alkaloid,  the  commercial  status  of  the  discovery  is  a  most  im- 
portant one.  Cocaine  still  remains  too  much  of  a  luxury  for  uni- 
versal use  in  surgical  practice.  A  less  expensive  drug,  with  prop- 
erties of  equal  and  substantially  the  same  value,  is  a  great  desid- 
eratum.— Editorial  Maryland  Medical  Journal. 
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A  Fable. — A  Recent  Graduate,  who  had  but  lately  ceased  to  ma- 
nipulate a  plow,  was  basking  in  abundant  leisure,  when  he  was  ac- 
costed by  a  Lacerated  Uterus. 

"Are  you  a  Doctor?"  asked  the  Uterus. 

"  Yes,"  replied  the  Recent  Graduate,  "let  me  sew  you  up." 

"  Hands  off!"  exclaimed  the  Lacerated  Uterus,  holding  up  her 
fallopian  tubes  in  horror.  "  I  have  been  sewed  up  too  much  al- 
ready, and  what  I  come  here  for  is  to  know  why  you  doctors  can't 
let  me  alone.  Once  I  was  young  and  handsome  (here  the  Lacer- 
ated Uterus  sighed  so  loudly  that  the  Recent  Graduate  murmured 
'Physometra'),  but  a  long  course  of  Local  Treatment,  injections, 
swabbings,  applications  and  operations  have  left  me  in  this  disfig- 
ured condition.  Why  are  all  the  ills  of  humanity  heaped  upon 
my  neck?"  continued  the  Uterus,  wiping  her  lips  with  the  fringed 
extremity  of  her  left  Fallopian  tube.  "Why  am  I  responsible  for 
everything  from  Consumption  to  Corns?" 

At  this  moment  a  Rectum  came  strolling  along  with  his  hands  in 
his  pockets,  just  in  time  to  hear  the  last  remark  of  the  Lacerated 
Uterus. 

"Rats,  Sister  !"  exclaimed  the  Rectum. 

"Prats,  you  mean,"  said  the  Recent  Graduate,  at  which  the  Rec- 
tum winked,  but  he  continued. 

"Rats,  Sister  !  it  is  I  with  my  little  Pockets  that  have  to  bear 
everything.  My  Papillae  are  cut  off  for  Paralysis,  and  my  Pockets 
are  cut  out  for  Boils,  and  my  Sphincter  is  stretched  for  Headaches, 
and  I  am  maltreated  in  every  way  for  the  ills  of  other  Organs." 
Here  the  Rectum  sighed  in  an  audible  manner. 

"  Pockets  !  Papillae  !  "  exclaimed  the  Recent  Graduate  in  a 
frenzied  tone.    "  Great  Heavens  !    Let  me  cut  them  out." 

"  Not  much,"  said  the  Rectum,  as  he  rubbed  one  of  his  Piles  in  a 
soothing  way.  "  I  have  seen  too  much  of  it  already.  Only  yes- 
terday my  brother  arose  from  his  downy  bed  after  such  an  opera- 
tion, very  much  disfigured,  but  still  in  the  Ring." 

"Brother,"  said  the  Lacerated  Uterus,  "possibly  your  words  are 
true,  and  I  am  going  to  have  a  Protracted  Rest.  But  I  must  be 
going;  will  your  Hemorrhoidal  Highness  accompany  me?" 

"  Certes,"  said  the  Rectum,  with  a  smile  upon  his  wrinkled 
countenance,  and  together  they  went  out,  leaving  the  Recent  Grad- 
uate searching  his  pocket  with  an  air  of  anxiety  for  a  nickel  where- 
with to  purchase  Beer. 

"  I  would  I  had  some  Gold,  besides  Aurum  30X,"  sighed  he,  as 
he  failed  to  find  the  Elusive  Coin.  Then,  falling  into  an  empty 
chair,  ths  Recent  Graduate  assumed  an  attitude  of  Acute  Despair. 
—Med.  Vis. 


A  New  Morbific  Germ  Discovered.-A  scientific  worker  in  Ne- 
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braska  announces  the  discovery  of  the  morbic  germ  of  Texas 
lever.  As  to  the  validity  of  his  claim  we  are  unable  to  judge.  He 
has  been  kind  enough  to  forward  us  specimens  of  his  germs,  and 
which  the  microscope  shows  to  correspond  to  his  description.  Ex- 
perts in  bacteriology  will  soon  confirm  or  refute  his  claims.  It 
would  seem  odd  if  the  wilds  of  the  West  were  able  to  make  a  real 
scientific  discovery,  after  the  uncomplimentary  descriptions  given 
of  the  western  doctors  by  their  brethren  of  the  Atlantic  cities. 
But  we  give  entire  the  writer's  own  description  of  his  discovery: 

THE  GERM  OF  TEXAS  FEVER. 

Editor  of  the  Americzn  Lancet: 

My  Dear  Sir. — I  wish  to  announce  to  the  medical  profession  and 
scientific  laboratories,  the  first  discovery  of  the  germ  of  that  de- 
vastating American  cattle  plague,  the  Texas,  or  Southern  cattle 
fever.  In  order  to  be  justified  in  making  such  an  announcement, 
an  investigator  must  fulfil  the  following  conditions: 

1.  Find  a  given  germ  invariably  in  the  organs  of  organisms 
having  a  specific  disease. 

2.  Isolate  and  cultivate  said  organisms  from  these  tissues. 

3.  Prove  that  said  germ  has  pathogenetic  action  upon  animals 
used  for  experimentation. 

4.  Produce  the  same  disease  in  healthy  animals  of  the  same 
species  in  which  the  disease  occurs  under  natural  circumstances. 

These  conditions  I  have  fulfilled  in  every  particular. 
First,  by  finding  the  germ  in  the  blood,  gall,  urine,  liver,  spleen, 
and  kidneys. 

Second,  in  making  pure  cultures  from  the  blood  and  liver. 

Third,  by  killing  ground  squirrels  with  inoculations  of  pure  cul- 
tures in  about  48  hours. 

Fourth,  by  inducing  the  same  disease  in  cattle  and  proving  the 
presence  of  the  germ  by  microscopic  examination  and  cultivation. 

This  germ  belongs  to  that  class  of  septic  germs  represented  by 
our  swine  plague,  the  "  wild  seuche  "  and  "  schwino  seuch  "  of 
Germany,  and  rabbit  septicaemia.  It  is  a  bacterium.  It  colors  at 
its  poles  and  has  a  clear  or  non-coloring  middle  piece  to  its  body. 
Like  the  H.  C.  germ,  it  has  motility  in  hanging  drop  cultures  and 
also  in  the  blood  serum  from  the  original  blood  of  a  diseased  ani- 
mal. It  cannot  be  distinguished  from  the  H.  C.  germ  under  the 
microscope,  or  in  its  growth  on  agar-agar,  but  differentiates  itself 
very  sharply  by  its  growth  on  potatoes,  having  a  delicate  straw 
color,  while  the  H.  C.  germ  has  a  muddy,  coffee  color — "boarding 
house  coffee  color,"  a  friend  suggests.  In  gelatin  I  have  not  yet 
tested  it,  on  account  of  the  obstacles  of  the  prevailing  tempera- 
ture. 

That  it  is  the  first  discovery  of  this  germ,  may  be  seen  by  refer- 
ence to  the  literature.    In  the  Agricultural  Reports  of  the  De- 
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partment  at  Washington  is  recorded  all  that  has  been  done  on  this 
subject.  In  those  of  1880-81  and  1884,  Ditmers  reports  and  illus- 
trates a  "  bacillus,"  and  a  gigantic  one  at  that.  It  is  not  this  germ. 
In  the  Report  of  1S83,  Salmon  claims  to  have  discovered  a  "  dip- 
lococcus,"  which  has  "  a  figure  8  form,"  and  is  "  without  any  power 
of  movement."  Neither  give  any  experimental  evidence  of  a  pos- 
itive character  to  support  their  conclusions.  The  same  will,  how- 
ever, follow  this  announcement  in  course  of  time. 
I  remain,  my  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 

Frank  S.  Billings,  Director. 
Patho-Biological  Laboratory,  State  University, 
Lincoln,  Neb.,  Sept.  16,  1887. 

— America?i  Lancet. 


THF  FIR^T  DISCOVERY,  OR  THE   DISCOVERY,  FIRST  ? 

Dr.  F.  S.  Billings,  (American  Lancet)  claims  the  "first  discovery 
of  the  germ  of  the  Texas,  or  Southern  Cattle  fever."  We  wonder 
who  will  make  the  second  or  next  "discovery"  ?  We  have  always 
thought  that  a  "discovery"  was  essentially  "first" — the  first  sight  of 
anything. 

The  Lancet  says  :  "It  would  seem  odd,  if  the  wilds  of  the  West 
were  able  to  make  a  real  scientific  discovery,  after  the  uncompli- 
mentary descriptions  given  of  the  western  doctors  by  their  breth- 
ren of  the  Atlantic  cities." 

Whether  or  not  Texas  may  be  considered  in  the  "wilds  of  the 
West."  we  beg  to  remind  "our  esteemed"  that  Dr.  J.  W.  McLaugh- 
lin, of  Austin,  two  years  ago,  discovered,  isolated,  cultivated  and 
demonstrated  the  "germ"  of  Dengue, — and  received  credit  at  last* 
for  a  scientific  discovery. 


"The  Tempting  Fruit  of  the  Honey  Locust  [  !]  The  Mary- 
land Medical  Journal  speaks  of  "the  tempting  fruit"  of  the  thorn 
locust,  after  it  is  "fully  tinged  by  the  autumn  frosts,"  and  "still  fur- 
ther shrivelled  up"  [/]  by  the  chilling  blast,"  etc.  Surely  this  is  a 
"Goak"  as  Artemus  Ward  would  say  :  the  "niggers"  use  it  to  make 
"beer," — the  only  persons  who  were  ever  known  to  "esteem"  it;  it 
is  about  as  "luscious"  as  a  tooth  pick. 


F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher 
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THE  CHOLERA  IN  NEW  YORK.* 


When  we  reflect  that  it  is  a  truth,  a  matter  beyond  dispute,  that 
quarantine  alone  has  never  successfully  barred  the  march  of  cholera, 
the  landing  of  a  cargo  of  five  hundred  passengers  infected  with  the 
fearful  plague,  right  into  the  heart  of  American  population  and  com- 
merce is  enough  to  cause  the  stoutest  heart  to  quake,and  the  brav- 
est to  tremble  with  fear!  Think  of  it!  Once  passed  the  slim  barrier 
opposed  to  it,  and  which  has  so  often  proved  futile,  perhaps  one 
hundred  thousand  of  our  people  will  fall  victims  to  its  insatiate 
rage,  and  our  fair  land  will  become  a  charnel  house  and  scene  of 
deepest  woe!  Yet,  strange  apathy!  the  people  seem  as  unconcerned 
as  if  cholera  were  at  the  moon! 

We  do  not  wish  to  be  considered  sensationists;  but  it  were 
folly  to  shut  our  eyes  to  facts,  and  more  than  folly  to  have  no  real- 
izing sense  of  the  great  and  imminent  danger  now  threatening  us. 

We  quote  from  an  eminent  English  authority  in  the  British 
Medical  Journal,  ("Prevention  or  Restriction  of  Cholera"  by  H. 
Thorne  Thome  M.  D.,  Lond.:  F.  R.  C.  S.) 

••France  is  a  quarantine  country,  and  in  1884  she  had  full  knowl- 
edge of  the  fact  that  her  ports  were  in  constant  communication 
with  Tonkin,  where  cholera  was  then  prevailing.    This,  however, 
did  not  prevent  the  importation  of  the  disease  into  Toulon  in  June 
of  that   year.    Thence  cholera  spread  to  Marseilles  and  other 
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French  cities  and  towns,  until,  by  the  close  of  the  year,  some  five 
thousand  deaths  had  taken  place;  this  being  followed  by  a  renewed 
epidemic  in  1885." 

"Italy,  learning  of  cholera  in  France,  at  once  imposed  measures 
of  quarantine  on  all  her  coasts  and  frontiers.  But  the  disease 
passed  freely  through  the  barrier,  and  entered  by  the  sea — as  well* 
as  by  land — first  attacking  the  coast  and  frontier  provinces.  By 
the  close  of  the  year  her  official  record  told  of  14,299  cholera 
deaths,  3,459  more  following  in  1885,  the  disease  being  maintained 
during  1886,  and  even  to  the  present  date. 

"Algeria,  only  approachable  from  France  by  sea,  imposed  strin- 
gent measures  of  quarantine  at  all  her  ports,  but  the  disease  made 
its  way  in,  by  those  very  ports,  and  spread  east  and  west  along  the 
coast  line. 

"Spain  is  a  strictly  quarantine  country,  and  she,  too,  laid  down 
rigid  quarantine  regulations  against  France,  Italy,  Algeria,  and 
other  countries.  But  cholera  entered  by  a  maritime  province,  the 
result  being  an  initial  epidemic  in  1884,  and  no  less  than  119,620 
deaths  in  1885! 

"So  much  for  cholera  prevention  in  countries  resorting  to  their 
own  approved  measures  of  restriction." 

These  are  fearful  facts;  and  yet  our  health  officers  seem  willing 
to  try  it  again!  to  try  to  do  what  no  other  nation  on  earth  has  ever 
been  able  to  do!  As  well  might  they  endeavor  to  stop  a  locomo- 
tive with  a  brush  broom!  If  they  are  doing  this,  and  nothing  more. 

But,  it  will  be  asked — what  else  can  we  do?  The  first  mistake 
was  made,  it  is  alleged,  in  permitting  the  Alesia  to  touch  American 
soil.  It  is  charged  that  the  authorities  should  have  turned  the  ves- 
sel back  to  sea  with  all  those  well  persons  on  board,  which  would 
have  been  to  condemn  them  to  a  certain  fate.  Such  an  act  would 
have  been  in  violation  of  the  plainest  dictates  of  common  human- 
ity. "Self  preservation, 'they  answer,' is  the  first  law  of  life;"  and 
they  claim  that  in  this  civilized  age  we  should  do,  as  it  is  said  the 
ancient  Romans  did,  "sacrifice  the  few  for  the  safety  of  the  many.' 

This  is  all  wrong;  and  such  doctrine  is  opposed  to  all  reason;  it 
would  be  as  destructive  to  commerce,  and  more  cruel  than  the 
shotgun  quarantine.    Such  an  act  would  shame  a  savage! 

The  landing  of  the  vessel  was  all  right,  but  the  detention  of  the 
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well  was,  and  is,  all  wrong.  They  should  have  been  permitted  to 
go  on  their  way,  and  doubtless  by  this  time  the  disease  would  have 
been  stamped  out.  The  danger — the  great  danger,  the  great  wrong 
and  great  injustice  and  inhumanity  consist  in  keepi?ig  those  hun- 
dreds of  well  persons  herded  together,  fuel  for  the  flame,  almost  sure 
to  be  consumed;  and  the  longer  they  stay,  the  more  infection  will 
be  generated,  the  more  foci  from  which  the  disease  will  radiate, 
are  created — and  an  epidemic  will  be  almost  surely  ignited.  The 
people  of  New  York  should  rise  up,  and  even  now,  demand  their 
release;  demand  that  all  that  kindling  to  the  flame  be  scattered — 
that  these  people,  so  cruelly  detained,  should  be  permitted  to  go 
on  their  way  rejoicing. 

This  may,  to  some,  sound  like  a  paradox,  and  to  those  who  advo- 
cate non-intercourse,  and  who  would  send  the  Alesia  adrift,  it  may 
seem  absurd;  this  would  apparently  be  the  surest  way  to  scatterthe 
disease;  but  experience  has  demonstrated,  time  and  again,  that  in- 
spection and  isolation,  with  «<?«-detention  of  the  well,  is  the  only 
plan  which  has  ever  prevented  the  progress  and  spread  of  cholera. 
It  is  on  the  same  principle  that  fire  is  limited  by  the  removal  of 
adjacent  combustibles. 

Let  us  to  the  proof,  and  to  the  plan  dictated  by  reason,  and  ap- 
proved by  experience,  in  a  country  which  claims  to  be  in  the  van 
of  sanitary  progress,  and  whose  claim  is  braced  by  statistics  which 
must  convince  even  the  most  skeptical. 

England  is  the  only  country  on  earth  that  has,  so  far  as  we  are 
aware,  succeeded  in  keeping  out  the  cholera  without  absolute  non- 
intercourse. 

The  writer  just  quoted,  says:  "But  what  is  our  alternative  sys- 
tem? Having  deliberately  abandoned  quarantine,  we  began,  years 
ago,  to  organize  the  system  of  medical  inspection,  with  isolation. 
The  medical  inspection  comes  first  into  operation  on  our  coast. 
The  custom  officers  board  the  vessels  coming  into  our  ports,  and 
they  communicate  to  sanitary  authority  the  occurrence  of  any  case 
of  cholera,  choleraic  diarrhoea,  or  suspected  cholera.  A  vessel 
so  affected  is  detained  until  the  medical  officer  of  health  has  ex- 
amined every  member  of  the  crew  and  passengers.  Those  actually 
sick  of  cholera,  or  choleraic  diarrhoea,  are  at  once  removed  to  the 
port  sanitary  hospital,  and  any  person  certified  to  be  suffering  from 
any  illness  which  that  officer  suspects  may  prove  to  be  cholera,  is 
detained  for  a  true  observation,  not  exceeding  two  days.  The 
medical  inspection  is  thus  followed  by  isolation  of  the  sick.  Unlike 
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a  quarantine  system,  this  process  does  not  interfere  with  the 
healthy,  or  expose  them  to  risk  by  herding  them  together  with  the 
sick.  [Italics  ours.  Here  is  the  point,  the  danger,  the  mistake  if 
our  men  are  making  it.  Ed.]  But  the  names  of  the  healthy,  and  the 
place  of  their  destination  is  taken,  and  the  medical  officers  of 
health  of  the  district  in  question  are  informed  of  the  impending  ar- 
rivals. This  part  of  our  system  has  been  named  the  first  line  of 
defence;  but  it  would  be  of  little  value  if  we  stopped  there.  Our 
main  trust  is  in  the  promotion  of  such  local  sanitary  administra- 
tion in  every  part  of  the  country  as  shall  rid  us  of  the  conditions 
under  which  alone  cholera  can  spread.  In  periods  of  emergency, 
as  during  the  past  three  years,  a  special  medical  survey  of  such 
districts  as  seem  most  exposed  to  risk  is  organized  under  the  su- 
pervision of  a  medical  officer  of  the  local  Government  Board,  and 
where  needed  the  sanitary  authorities  are  urged  to  action.  Im- 
portant as  have  been  the  results  of  the  recent  survey,  they  would  go 
for  little  were  it  not  for  the  steadily  maintained  work  of  sanitary 
authorities,  and  their  officers  throughout  the  kingdom;  and  we  who 
have  been  taunted  abroad  for  opposing  quarantine  because  its  re- 
strictions touched  our  commercial  interests  and  our  pockets,  may 
justly  feel  proud  that  in  England  and  Wales  alone  the  people  have, 
during  the  past  ten  years,  of  their  own  accord,  and  apart  from  gov- 
ernment dictation,  spent,  by  way  ot  loan,  or  in  current  expendi- 
ture, over  eighty  millions  sterling  for  purposes  mainly  of  a  sanitary 
character." 

The  writer  claims  that  that  kingdom  "still  takes  the  lead  as  a 
progressive  power  in  matters  of  public  health;"  and  says:  "the 
cost  incurred  has  been  immense,  but  it  has  not  been  in  vain,  or  un- 
remunerative."  He  then  goes  on  to  show  that  the  cholera  death 
rate  in  Great  Britain,  which  was,  in  1840,  30  per  10,000  inhabit- 
ants, has  been  reduced  to  n  in  1854,  and  to  7  in  1886.  "Since 
then,"  Dr.  Thorne  says  "we  have  labored  hard  to  prevent  the  dis- 
ease from  securing  a  footing  amongst  us;  and  though  our  labors 
are  far  from  complete,  and  the  disease  has,  on  several  occasions, 
been  imported,  yet  it  has  each  ti?ne  been  at  once  checked."  [Italics 
ours.  Ed.] 

We  do  not  see  how  the  sanitarians  of  this  government,  in  knowl- 
edge of  the  facts  above  set  forth,  can  hesitate  to  at  once  set  in  op- 
eration the  plan,  the  only  plan,  which  has  been  repeatedly  demon- 
strated to  be  efficient  in  the  limitation  of  cholera,  if  it  be  not  al- 
ready in  operation — and  to  enforce  the  most  rigid  sanitation.  It 
is  absurd  to  say  that  the  medical  officer  in  charge,  Dr.  Smith,  who 
is  an  advanced  thinker,  and  recognized  as  a  sanitarian  of  high  or- 
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der  of  ability,  is  a  "dolt,"  as  is  so  freely  and  so  ignorantly  charged 
by  the  sensation  newspaper  scribes.  We  believe  that  he  has  a  keen 
appreciation  both  of  the  dangers,  and  the  fearful  responsibility  rest- 
ing on  his  head,  and  that  whatever  may  be  charged  to  the  con- 
trary, in  ignorance  of  the  facts,  he  is  leaving  nothing  undone  which 
is  calculated  to  suppress  the  disease.  We  do  not  know  what  he  is 
doing,  but  from  his  character,  and  well  known  ability  and  integrity, 
we  assume  that  he  is  as  competent  to  the  task,  and  as  honestly 
earnest  in  his  efforts,  and  is  putting  them  forth  with  at  least  as 
much  intelligence  as  the  average  newspaper  man,  who  is  so  ready 
to  abuse  him,  would  be  capable  of  doing.  But  should  it  prove  that 
such  is  not  the  case;  that  Dr.  Smith  is  blindly  or  wilfully  shutting 
his  eyes  to  the  lessons  taught  by  the  failure  of  quarantine  in  other 
countries,  and  the  success  of  the  British  plan,  and  an  epidemic 
should  be  the  result,  the  responsibility  should  be  severely  visited 
upon  his  head. 

It  will  not  do  to  trust  to  quarantine  alone;  for  it  is  demonstrably 
true  that  quarantining  countries  are  essentially  those  which  cholera 
invades. 

If  further  proof  were  needed,  that  well  persons  will  not  scatter 
the  disease,  if  proper  precautions  are  taken,  we  would  cite  the  out- 
break of  cholera  at  Niagara  City  in  '75,  reported  by  the  late  Dr. 
Frank  H.  Hamilton  in  New  York  Medical  Journal.  A  body  of  Ger- 
man emigrants  just  landed,  camped  on  the  banks  of  the  stream. 
That  night  one  of  the  party  died,  and  the  village  being  in  an  un- 
sanitary condition,  an  epidemic  lighted  up  which  nearly  depopula- 
ted the  place;  but  the  well  persons  of  the  party  took  the  train  next 
day  and  proceeded  west,  and  not  another  case  occurred. 


DR.  JAMES  A.  GRAY  IS  DEAD. 


This  startling  announcement,  a  few  days  ago,  was  a  shock,  and 
carried  sorrow  to  many  hearts.    Not  only  in  his  native  State  and 
the  city  of  his  adoption  was  it  felt,  but  by  many  of  the  profession 
throughout  the  land  who  knew  him  well,  and  loved  him.    In  At- 
was  almost  idolized  by  all  classes  of  people.  Especially 
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was  he  held  in  high  esteem  and  affectionate  regard  by  his  profes- 
sional brethren  :  they  recognized  in  him  their  peer,  in  every  rela- 
tion of  life,  and  loved  him,  for  his  brilliant,  almost  transcendent 
attainments  as  a  medical  man,  no  less  than  for  his  beautiful  life 
and  character, — that  of  a  christian  gentleman  !  "  Pure  as  a  pearl 
and  as  perfect,"  if  ever  truthfully  written  of  any  man,  could  be  ap- 
propriately inscribed  on  the  spotless  tablet  which  shall  commemo- 
rate his  life, — a  life  gentle,  and  full  of  christian  charity, — replete  with 
deeds  worthy  of  record  above.  That  "death  loves  a  shining 
mark,"  was  never  more  fully  and  fearfully  verified,  than  when 
it  struck  down  this  cherished,  beloved  man,  so  young,  so  strong 
and  so  good  ;  a  man  endeared  to  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  the 
friend  of  the  poor, — the  solace  of  the  afflicted, — the  counsel  and 
companion  of  his  collegues, — the  prop  and  stay,  the  pride  and 
hope  of  his  aged  parents,  and  alas,  the  only  one  on  earth,  (but 
thank  God,  one  remains, — their  faith  and  hope,  that  in  the  bright 
Beyond  they  shall  meet  their  three  "boys" — where^partings  are  not 
known.) 

Atlanta  put  on  her  weeds  of  deepest  woe  that  day,  and  the 
community,  as  one  man,  mourned  the  loss  of  their  favorite  citizen. 
There  was  the  twang  of  an  invisible  bow  ;  a  silent  arrow  sped,  and 
a  Giant-heart  was  stilled  forever  !  Death  is  at  all  times  terrible  ; 
but  when,  with  its  invisible  hand  it  strikes  down  by  our  side,  our 
brightest  and  best,  defying  physical  laws,  and  mocking  at  manhood, 
respecting  neither  the  helpless  loved  ones,  nor  vigorous  youth, — 
nor  the  tender,  nor  the  aged — we  tremble,  as  well  we  may  ;  and 
with  heads  bowed  in  reverential  awe — exclaim  "thy  will  be  done, 
oh  God,  not  mine  !" 

Peace  to  his  ashes.  "Green  grow  the  turf  o'er  thy  grave,"  brave, 
noble,  generous  Gray  !  A  stranger — one  who  never  was  blessed 
with  even  seeing  him,  yet,  who,  by  correspondence,  had  become 
acquainted  with  his  nature,  and  had  learned  to  love  him  as  a 
brother, — a  confrere  away  out  here  in  the  wilds  of  Texas,  (as  the 
Georgia  people  would  say),  mingles  his  tears  and  regrets  with  those 
who  were  blessed  with  his  friendship,  cheered  by  his  companion- 
ship, and  bereaved  and  impoverished 'by  his  most  untimely  death! — 
He  feels  honored  in  the  privilege  of  doing  so  ! 

Dr,  Gray  was  only  37  years  of  age,  and  had  practiced  only  ten 
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years  !  Yet  within  that  brief  space  he  had  crowded  the  work  of 
a  lifetime.  Graduating  at  the  Atlanta  Medical  College  in  1877,  he 
was,  within  one  year,  invited  to  a  chair  in  its  faculty  ;  at  one  step 
he  went  to  the  front,  and  became  a  leader  in  the  profession,  whom 
his  elders  even,  delighted  to  recognize  and  to  honor  !  As  man- 
aging editor  of  the  Atlanta  Medical  Journal,  he  had  made  a  name 
for  himself,  which  will  endure  while  medicine  is  a  science,  and 
men  respect  those  who  lend  it  lustre,  and  give  to  its  name  both 
dignity  and  honor. 

DR.   WALKER'S   PAPER  ON  HERNIA. 

Our  esteemed  friend  and  corresdondent,  Dr.  W.  W.  Walker,  of 
•Schulenburg,  Texas,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  valuable 
paper  on  Hernia  which  appeared  in  our  last  issue,  we  regret  to 
learn,  took  some  exceptions  to  the  editorial  remarks  which  accom- 
panied it,  and  felt  that  we  had  questioned  the  veracity  of  his  state- 
ment. Nothing  could  have  been  farther  from  our  intentions,  and 
so  the  Doctor  was  promptly  assured. 

The  fact  that  Dr.  Walker  has,  in  seventeen  years  practice  met 
with,  and  successfully  treated  some  sixty  cases  of  strangulated  in- 
guinal hernia,  living,  as  he  has  done,  in  the  country,  is  so  unusual 
an  experience,  that  lest  any  one,  not  knowing  Dr.  Walker's  high 
character  and  standing  as  a  gentleman  and  a  physician,  might  be 
disposed  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  report,  we  will  say  that 
altho'  his  practice  is  a  county  practice,  it  extends  over  a  large  area 
of  the  richest  and  most  densely  populated  portion  of  Texas,  a  sec- 
tion settled  thickly,  by  Germans  principally.  These  are  a  hard 
laboring  class,  and  being  engaged  principally  in  farming,  have 
much  lifting  and  other  labor  to  do,  which  is  calculated  to  produce 
ruptilre.  They  are  gregarious,  and  their  settlement  is  like  a  vil- 
lage,— the  houses  being  within  a  stone's  throw  of  each  other,  often, 
and  usually,  not  over  a  mile  apart.  It  is  estimated  to  contain  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  thousand  inhabitants.  Besides  this,  Dr.  Wal- 
ker, being  well  known,  and  very  popular  with  his  professional 
brethren,  does  a  large  consulting  practice,  and  it  is,  under  these 
peculiar  and  advantageous  circumstances,  no  wonder  that  he  has 
had  such  an  extensive  experience  in  manipulating  hernia.  His 
method  is  so  simple,  and  so  successful  in  his  hands,  that  we  again 
suggest  that  our  readers,  especially  younger  practitioners,  make  a 
note  of  it. 


AD  VER  TISEM EN  TS . 


IF  THE  PROFESSION  WILL  OBSERYE  THE  DIFFER- 
ENCE BETWEEN 

CAENRICK'S  SOLUBLE  FOOD 

FOR  INFANTS, 
and  other  Foods  in  the  Market,  they  certainly  will  use  no 
other. 

m»  IT  IS  ENTIRELY  DIFFERENT  FROM  AXY 
FOOD  THAT  HAS  EVER  BEEN  INTRODUCED. 

In  the  production  of  Carnrick's  Soluble  Food,  we  have  reached  a  degree  ot 
perfection  that,  we  believe,  can  never  be  excelled  by  human  skill,  in  view  of  which 
we  invite  the  most  careful  scrutiny  and  criticism. 

1st.  It  is  the  only  real  Milk  Food  in  the  market,  being  composed  largely  of 
the  solid  constituents  of  cow's  milk,  while  those  heretofore  introduced  contain  but 
a  small  proportion  of  milk  to  a  large  proportion  ot  the  cereals. 

2nd.  The  great  objection  to  cow's  milk  as  a  food  for  infants  is  the  toughness 
of  the  casein.  In  Soluble  Food,  the  casein  of  the  milk  is  sufficiently  digested  to 
render  it  light  and  fiocculent,  like  the  casein  of  human  milk,  and  therefore  as 
easily  digested. 

3rd.  The  composition  of  Carnick's  Soluble  Food,  as  shown  by  Prof.  Stutzer 
and  Brenneman,  corresponds  almost  exactly  with  the  composition  of  a  good  quality 
of  human  milk. 

4th.  The  starch  in  Soluble  Food  is  converted  into  dextrine  instead  of  malt 
sugar,  for  the  reason  that  dextrine,  when  taken  into  the  infant's  stomach,  cannot 
ferment,  besides  dextrine  is  a  stimulant  to  digestion.  There  is  great  danger, 
especially  in  the  summer  season,  in  giving  foods  to  infants  that  are  entirely  conver- 
ted into  malt  sugar,  for  the  reason  that  they  are  very  apt  to  ferment  before  assimi 
lation  commences. 

5th.    From  thousands  of  tests  made  during  the  past  year,  we  are  perfectly  con 
fident  that  Carnrick's  Soluble  Food  will  nourish  as  perfectly  and  digest  as 
easily  as  human  milk.   We  would  be  glad  to  have  every  physician  test  it,  and  with 
this  in  view,  will  gratuitously  furnish  a  large  sample  for  that  purpose. 

6th.  Cow's  milk  cannot  be  digested  in  the  household  by  the  nurse  or  mother 
with  any  degree  of  certainty,  besides  the  use  of  cow's  milk,  entirely  digested  in 
this  way,  will  invariably  produce  constipation  and  very  soon  malnutrition. 

In  a  discussion  on  Maternal  and  Wet-nursing  before  the  N.  T.  Academy 
of  Medicine,  Dr.  Simon  Baruch  says  : 

"I  have  recently  had  some  happy  experience  with  this  preparation,  called  'Carn- 
rick's  Soluble  Food,'  composed  of  partially  pre-digested  dessicated  milk  in  com- 
bination with  wheat,  the  starch  of  which  is  converted  into  the  unfermentable  and 
easily  soluble  form  of  dextrine.  I  believe  if  the  food  is  maintained  at  its  present 
standard,  that  we  have  an  important  factor  in  the  solution  of  the  wet-nurse  problem." 

We  are  confident  that  were  Carnrick's  Soluble  Food  exclusively  used  during 
the  summer  season,  but  few  cases  of  cholera  Infantum  would  occur.  Do  not 
fail  to  try  it  for  you  can  do  so  at  our  expense..  Send  for  pamphlet,  giving 
minute  description  of  the  process  of  preparing  this  Food. 

REED  cSc  OARNRIOK, 

CANADA:  NEW  YORK:  ENGLAND: 

10  Colborne  St.       Mercantile  Exch.  Bldg.  24  Han  St.,  Bloomsbury 

TORONTO.  2,4 &6  HARRISON  ST.   '  LONDON. 


MenVon  Da  fe7>  Medical  Journal     April,  1887. 


^^CJ^S**"*'"'  Sta«c&-oouw*tU'tcj  9KotcTto(»,  aci&ifie&  vuit&  t&«.  amaff  pxopoztioi 

'  fy/**   «f  dci^A  afvuatp  •pte*etvt  in  tfie  taaftfuj  dtomac-Pt.     3t  t»  o  -most  -oafuaGf*  ^icjeotw 
a^c-nt,  an&  SUPERIOR  TO  PEPSIN  ALONE."-Prof.  ATTFIELD,  Ph.  D.,  F.R.S.,  &C. 
Prof,  of  Practical  Chemistry  to  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain. 


LACTOPEPTINE. 

The  most  important  Remedial  Agent  ever  Presented  to  the  Profession,  fo; 
DYSPEPSIA,  VOMITING  IN  PREGNANCY, 
CHOLERA  INFANTUM, 

CONSTIPATION,  and  all  diseases  arising  from  imperfect  nutrition 

LACTOPEPTINE  IN  CHOLERA  INFANTUM 

We  desire  to  call  special  atcention  to  the  great  value  of  Lactoncp-ine  in  Cholera  Tnfantuir 
and  other  intestinal  troubles  incident  to  the  heated  term. 

Send  address  for  our  Medical  Almanac,  containing  valuable  information. 


P.  0.  Box  1574. 


THE  NEW  YORK  PHARMACAL  ASSOCIATION, 


New  York. 
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^WeDICAL  J^EWS  AND  ^VlISCELLANY. 


Dr.  W.  W.  Walker's  son  is  attending  lectures  at  the  Tulane,  and 
Dr.  J,  W.  McLaughlin's  son  is  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  New  York. 

Dr.  C.  M.  Harrison,  of  Del  Rio,  has  been  appointed  surgeon  of 
the  S.  P.  Railway  at  El  Paso,  and  has  removed  to  that  point. 


Dengue. — The  dengue  has  recently  prevailed  as  an  epidemic  in 
Albany,  Shackleford  county,  Texas,  sparing  neither  age,  sex  nor 
previous  condition.    Our  friend,  Dr.  Powell,  is  a  convalescent. 


Dr.  J.  M.  Ball,  of  New  Boston,  Texas,  has  a  son  attending  the 
University  of  Texas,  and  Dr.  A.  L.  Patton,  of  Minneola,  has  a 
•daughter  there,  also. 


Dr.  D.  V.  Spring,  of  Lyons,  Texas,  is  just  convalescent  from  a 
long  spell  of  sickness,  which  has  confined  him  to  his  room  over 
five  months,  and  the  first  day  he  sat  up  he  was  attacked  with  ery- 
sipelas !  The  doctor  has  our  sympathy,  and  best  wishes  for  his 
recovery. 


For  Burns. — Dr.  W.  C.  Wile  finds  the  colorless  Ext.  Pinus  Ca- 
nadesin,  (Rio  Chemical  Company),  a  most  admirable  dressing  for 
burns  and  scalds,  possessing  soothing  and  healing  properties  in  an 
•eminent  degree. 


We  understand  that  the  St.  Louis  Post  Graduate  Medical  School 
is  literally  booming  this  fall.  It  ought  to  ;  and  we  know  of  at  least 
a  dozen  Texas  physicians  who  are  going  to  the  New  York  Post 
Graduate  soon. 


A  Lesson,  Learned  in  Texas  (?) — Most  members  of  the  T.  S. 
M.  A.  will  remember  Dr.  Wyeth's  not  very  complimentary  remarks 
at  Tyler,   when  Dr.  Will    Davis'   paper   on   the   treatment  of 
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haemorrhoids  by  carbolic  injection  was  read.  Now  Wyeth  is 
quoted  by  Prof.  Gerster  as  authority  for  the  treatment ! 


Yellow  Fever  in  Florida. — The  disease  has  entirely  disap- 
peared from  Key  West,  but  has  made  its  appearance  at  Tampa, 
and  one  case  has  been  reported  at  Palatka.  The  season  is  so  far 
advanced  that  there  is  scarcely  a  possibility  of  the  fever  becoming 
epidemic,  or  spreading  beyond  its  present  limits;  however,  it  is 
one  of  those  things  which  it  will  not  do  to  Tampa  with. 


The  Oxford  Retreat,  a  Sanitarium  in,  or  near  Cincinnati,  has 
lately  gained  an  unenviable  notoriety  in  consequence  of  certain 
newspaper  publications,  in  which  it  is  alleged  that  a  Dr.  Cook  in 
charge,  had,  for  pay,  cooperated  with  relatives  of  a  rich  young 
man  from  Memphis,  to  imprison  him,  in  order  that  said  relatives 
might  get  posssesion  of  his  property.  The  young  man  it  seems, 
had  voluntarily  placed  himself  under  the  treatment  of  Cook,  as  he 
says  :  "to  get  the  whisky  out  of  him."  When  it  was  all  out,  he 
tried  to  get  out,  but  Cook  said  "No  sir,  you  stay  here."  All  his 
letters  were  subject  to  the  eye  of  Cook,  but  he  smuggled  one  out,, 
and  enlisted  the  aid  of  friends  who  procured  his  release;  and  now 
comes  the  tug  of  war, — an  indictment  perhaps,  of  the  above  par- 
ties.   WTe  await  developments. 


THE  STATUS   OF  THE   LUNATIC  ASYLUM  TROUBLE. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Superintendent  refused  to  step 
down  and  out,  on  invitation  of  a  majority  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, on  the  rinding,  as  reported,  of  guilty,  on  certain  charges,  and 
that  he  was  sustained,  on  legal  opinion  that  it  requires  a  full  board 
to  depose  him,  even  for  cause.  In  this  opinion,  we  learn,  the  Gov- 
ernor concurred.  Hereupon,  Dr.  Smoot,  one  of  the  majority  mem- 
bers, resigned.  A  Mr.  Hirshfeld  was  appointed  in  his  stead.  It 
will  be  remembered  also,  that  the  original  Board  had  promised 
employees  who  had  testified  against  Dr.  Dorsett,  that  they  should 
not  lose  their  places  in  consequence  of  that  act.  At  a  late  meet- 
ing of  the  Board,  some  six  employees  were  discharged,  (on  various, 
charges  by  the  Superintendent,  some  "lazy,"  some  "incompetent," 
etc.)  and  it  is  a  mere  coincidence  that  all  of  them  had  testified 


aginst  the  Superintendent  at  the  late  trial.  Two  of  the  members 
of  the  Board,  Mr.  Castleman  and  Mr.  Deffenbaugh,  opposed  their 
discharge,  and  reminded  the  Board  of  the  promises  given  these 
people,  but  the  new  member,  Mr.  Hirschfeld,  voted  with  what  had 
been,  previously,  the  minority,  Dr.  Howard  and  Mr.  Archer,  and 
out  the  employees  went.  Thereupon,  Messrs.  Castleman  and 
DefTenbangh  resigned.  Thus,  in  this  vexatious  matter  the  minority 
has  not  only  "ruled,"  but  seems  to  have  ousted  the  majority  ;  they 
are  out.  anyhow, — and  the  Superintendent  is  "in." 

It  seems  that  sauce  for  the  goose  is  not  sauce  for  the  gander, 
any  longer.  This  is  an  age  of  progress.  For  hundreds  of  years 
that  maxim  had  held  undisputed  sway,  and  was  applied  in  all  ordi- 
nary affairs;  but  now  it  is  different,  and  circumstances  alter  cases.'' 
That  is  to  say,  the  Board  ruled,  and  was  sustained,  that  a  full  vote 
is  necessary  to  remove  a  Superintendent,  but  a  bare  majority  can  re- 
move any  other  officer.  Consistency  is  said  to  be  a  jewel; — it's 
more;  it's  a  "daisy,"  a  "gem  of  purest  ray  serene;"  it's  "scarce." 

After  all,  this  seems  to  be  in  accordance  with  a  kind  of  streak  in 
human  nature,  that  prompts  one  to  an  instinctive  discrimination  as 
to  rank.  We  remember  during  the  war,  a  lieutenant  was  entitled 
to  one  cord  of  wood,  a  Captain  two,  a  Major  three,  and  a  General 
five.  Realizing  that  it  takes  no  more  wood  to  warm  a  General, 
than  it  does  to  warm  a  Captain,  (cceteris  paribus),  we  never  could 
understand  this  discrimination  :  but  we  have  seen  the  same  rule 
applied  in  so  many  other  relations  of  life,  that  one  may  come  to 
formulate  a  sort  of  rule  of  action;  thus,  a  nod  to  an  acquaintance, 
a  bow  to  a  banker,  ditto,  and  tile-tilt  to  a  Senator,  or  a  cattle  king, 
and  a  regular  salaam  to  a  Govervor,  or  any  other  high-upper; — 
thus,  also,  a  miserable  little  worm  for  a  sucker,  or  cat, — a  fly  for  a 
perch,  but  a  two-dollar  and  a  half  Buel-spinner  is  set  out  in  de- 
ference to  the  festive  trout,  the  upper-ten-ner  of  the  piscatoral 
tribe,  and  lord  of  the  watery  world. 


Dr.  E.  VV.  Walton,  of  Texas,  resident  physician  and  first  assist- 
ant at  the  clinic  of  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital,  New  York, 
is  on  a  brief  visit  to  his  friends,  and  father's  family  in  Austin.  The 
doctor  is  as  handsome  as  ever,  and  still  a  bachelor. 
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THE  EDITION  DOUBLED. 

I  certify  that  my  contract  with  Dr.  Daniel  is  for  2000  copies  of 
the  Journal  monthly,  and  that  2000  copies  of  this,  the  October, 
'87  edition  has  been  printed  by  this  establishment. 

Eugene  Von  Boeckmann, 

Steam  Printer,  x\ustin,  Texas. 

Referring  to  the  above,  we  claim  to  have  the  best  medium  for 
reaching^and  impressing  the  physician  of  Texas,  extant.  Our  ad- 
vertisers are  all  but  unanimous  in  acknowledging  the  value  of  the 
Journal;  and  as  evidence  of  their  appreciation,  and  of  its  success 
in  answering  their  ends,  we  cite  with  pride,  the  fact,  that  nearly  all 
of  our  patrons  have  renewed  their  contracts  at  advanced  rates, — 
from  25  to  100  per  cent.  We  return  our  grateful  acknowledgments 
to  both,  advertisers  and  subscribers,  for  the  very  generous  support 
extended  the  Journal,  whereby  we  have  been  enabled  to  increase 
the  size  20  pages,  and  to  double  our  monthly  edition. 


THE  LATEST  RIVAL  TO  COCAINE. 

A  number  of  articles  recording  the  results  obtained  by  experi- 
menters, who  have  investigated  the  anaesthetic  virtues  of  gledit- 
schine,  the  new  local  anaesthetic  derived  from  gleditschia  tri 
acanlhos,  and  which  was  at  first  improperly  called  stenocarpine, 
have  appeared  in  current  medical  literature. 

It  seems  probable  that  we  have  in  this  alkaloid  derived  from  a 
plant  indigenous  to  this  country,  a  valuable  addition  to  our  local 
anaesthetics.  Whether  it  will  supplant  cocaine  remains  to  be 
proven. 

We  learn  that  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  are  thoroughly  investigating 
it  at  their  laboratory.  They  announce  that  they  are  prepared  to 
supply  samples  of  the  fluid  extract  of  gleditschia  tri  acanthos  for 
clinical  trial,  together  with  a  working  bulletin  containing  the  re- 
ports that  have  been  published  to  date. 

THE  LATE   DR.  JOHN  H.  MORTON,  OF  DALLAS. 

Under  the  head  of  "Noble  Tennesseian,"  the  Nashville  Medical 
News  pays  a  handsome  tribute  to  the  late  distinguished  surgeon, 
Dr.  John  H.  Morton,  and  relates  a  fact  in  his  career,  which  we  be- 
lieve was  not  generally  known,  to-wit : 
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"He  then  [after  graduating  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
1853],  took  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  College  of  Surgeons,  Paris. 
Having  in  a  few  months  acquired  the  diplomas  of  that  famous  in- 
stitution, he  accepted,  early  in  the  Crimean  war,  a  commission  as 
assistant  surgeon  in  the  Russian  army,  in  which  he  rendered  such 
distinguished  service  at  the  hospitals  in  the  field,  that  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  he  was  knighted  by  the  emperor,  and  received  at  the 
hands  of  that  potentate,  the  decoration  of  the  order  of  St.  Ann." 


Dr.  A.  G.  Pendleton,  of  San  Marcos,  Texas,  has  just  returned 
from  an  European  tour,  during  which  he  visited  Ireland,  Scotland, 
England,  France,  Belgium,  and  a  part  of  Germany.  A  large  part 
of  his  time  was  spent  in  the  hospitals,  especially  the  Royal  In- 
firmary of  Edinburgh,  the  St.  Thomas  and  King's  Hospitals,  Lon- 
don, Hotel  Dieu  at  Paris,  etc.  During  his  stay  in  London,  Dr. 
Pendleton  was  made  a  "F.  R.  C.  S.,"  a  distinguished  compliment 
to  an  American  physician,  and  especially  a  Southerner. 


A  Forgery. — The  name  of  the  late  Dr.  W.  J.  Burt,  Secretary 
Texas  State  Medical  Association  is  paraded,  attached  to  a  very  il- 
literate "certificate"  or  "testimonial"  to  the  virtues  of  a  certain  so- 
called  "Panacea,"  now  being  peddled  by  a  "Doctor"  Goodman,  in 
Texas.  We  have  the  authority  of  Dr.  Burt's  sons  for  saying  that  it 
is  a  forgery,  and  that  the  name  of  their  father  is  used  in  that  con- 
nection without  authority. 


"The  Medical  Student  says  :  Insane  Asylum  abuses  are  being  dis- 
cussed by  a  majority  of  Medical  Journals  from  the  New  York  Med- 
ical Record,  to  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal."  We  wonder  if 
Daniels  appreciates  the  tail-end  position." 

St.  Louis  Weekly  Review. 

It  is  very  evident  that  "Medical  Student"  meant  that  the  subject 
was  being  discussed  by  leading  Medical  Journals,  from  New  York 
to  Texas,  those  States  representing  the  extremes  of  the  country, 
and  being  represented  by  the  Record,  and  Daniel's  Texas  Medical 
Journal;  though  his  idea  was  awkwardly  expressed.  As  we  are  in 
blissful  ignorance  of  who  or  what  "Medical  Student"  is,  whether  a 
publication  by  that  name,  or  a  contributor  under  that  non  de  plume, 
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did  we  believe  he,  she  or  it  could  be  so  stupid  as  to  assign,  a  "tail- 
end"  position  to  a  leading  Medical  Journal,  we  would  pity  him,  her 
or  it  j  or,  if  it  were  intended  as  a  slur,  we  would  reply  to  the  above 
query  in  the  language  of  the  gentleman  who  was  kicked  at  by  a  jas- 
sack, — "consider  the  source."  Next. 

THUS   FAR  AND  NO  FARTHER. 

State  Health  Officer  Rutherford,  with  his  accustomed  vigilence, 
pounced  upon  a  cargo  of  lemons  and  oranges  at  the  gates  of  Texas, 
which  had  passed  the  quarantine  of  New  York,  and  had  there  been 
re-shipped  on  a  Mallory  Line  steamer  for  Galveston. 

The  vessel  that  brought  this  cargo  from  Italy  to  New  York,  hadr 
in  all  probability,  like  the  "old  ship  of  Zion,"  "landed  many 
thousands,  and  will  land  as  many  more,"  of  these  luxuries,  and 
they  have  been  distributed  to  every  village,  town  and  city  on  this- 
great  American  continent.  The  health  officers,  everywhere,  save 
in  our  own  great  State,  have  seemingly  displayed  a  marvelous  in- 
difference to  the  dangers  thereby  incurred, — the  danger  of  turning 
loose  myriads  of  Italian  or  Sicilian  microbes  of  all  sorts,  sizes  and 
descriptions,  on  American  soil. 

When  we  reflect  that  lemonade  is  one  of  the  favorite  beverages 
of  the  comma  bacillus  (^according  to  Koch  \  see  reports  of  success- 
ful "cultures"  on  a  slice  of  lemon  pie, — in  the  Berliner  Wochen- 
schrift  and  the  Centralblatt  Kinderheilkunde) ,  and  that  all  forms  of 
micro-organisms, — from  the  Cryptococcus  Xanthogenicus  of  Frierer 
to  the  giant  coccus  anthropophagous ;  or  man-eater,  have  a  predi- 
liction  for  tropical  fruits,  amounting  almost  to  a  mania,  and  indeed,. 
Koch,  (who  is  an  enthusiast),  is  quoted  as  saying  in  his  emphatic 
way,  that  if  there  is  anything  on  this  green  earth  that  a  microbe 
does  dote  on,  it  is  a  Messina  craige), — we  must  infer  that  these 
cargos  are  dangerous,  and  we  feel  that  too  much  censure  can  not 
be  heaped  upon  those  criminally  negligent  guardians  of  the  public 
health.  The  people  of  Texas  meanwhile  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  their  splendid  isolation  from  these  dangers  ;  nor  need  their 
dreams  of  security  be  disturbed  by  visions  of  the  dreaded  coccus 
nestling  'mid  the  golden  groups  of  the  luscious  "banans," — nor 
clinging  to  the  cortex  of  the  toothsome  orange  ; — for  like  King 
Canute  to  the  sea,  the  fiat  goes  forth,  "thus  far  shalt  thou  come,  and 
no  farther." 


A  D  VER  TISEMEN  TS . 


SUCCUS  ALTERANS 

SITCCCS  ALTERAXS  is  a  purely  vegetable  compound  of  the  preserved  juices 
of  Stillingia  Sylvatica,  Lappa  Minor,  Phytolacca  Decandra,  Sniilax  Sarsaparilla  and 
Xanthoxylum  Fraxineum,  as  collected  by  Dr.  Geo.  W.  McDade  exclusively  for  Eli 
Lilly  &  Co  ,  and  endorsed  by  Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims. 

Sl'CCUS  ALTERAXM  continues  to  gain  favor  from  its  remarkable  Alterative 
and  Tonic  properties,  eliminating  6peoific  poison  from  the  blood  and  increasing  the 
proportion  of  red  corpuscles  in  anaemic  patients  to  a  wonderful  degree. 

SICCUS  ALTfcKAXS  in  venereal  and  cutaneous  diseases  is  fast  supplanting 
Mercury,  the  Iodides  and  Arsenic;  and  is  a  certain  remedy  for  Mercurialization,  Io- 
dism  and  the  dreadful  effects  often  following  the  use  of  Arsenic  in  skin  diseases. 

SU€ClTS  ALiTKRAXS  is  also  strongly  recommended  for  its  Tonic  and  Altera- 
tive effects  in  myriad  forms  of  scrofulous  disease,  and  in  all  cases  where  anaemia  is 
a  factor.  Such  patients  rapidly  develop  a  good  appetite,  sleep  soundly  and  gain  flesh 
rapidly.  Many  cases  are  on  record  where  patients  increased  ten  to  twenty-five  pounds 
in  weight  in  a  few  weeks. 

Snccns  Alterans  is  giving  satisfactory  results  in  treatment  of  Chronic  Rheu- 
matism, and  can  be  used  with  confidence. 

Saccus  Alterans  may  be  given  for  any  length  of  time,  without  injury  to  the  pa- 
tient. 

Sucous  Alterans  is  endorsed  by  the  medical  profession  and  in  use  by  many  hos- 
pitals of  note. 

Physicians  who  have  not  received  Dr.  McDade's  latest  publication,  the  Mon> 
graphia  Syphilitica,  should  send  their  address,  mentioning  this  journal,  and  we  will 
mail  a  copy.  It  contains  a  paper,  illustrated  with  colored  plates,  by  Dr.  D.  H.  Good- 
willie,  of  New  York,  on  the  "Sequelae  of  Syphilis,"  reports  of  cases  in  practice  and 
many  other  valuable  papers. 

ELIXIR  PUR6ANS. 

Elixir  Purgans  (Lilly)  reliably  stimulates  the  dormant  liver  without  undue  irritation, 
and  has  gentle  yet  positive  effect  upon  the  alimentary  tract.  In  Habitual  Constipa- 
tion, so  common  in  women  and  children,  it  will  be  found  particularly  useful.  Its  en- 
dorsement at  Bellevue  and  many  other  prominent  hospitals  east  and  west,  as  well  as 
its  employment  in  general  practice  by  the  most  eminent  medical  men,  confirms  the 
experience  of  years  in  its  use. 

Each  Teaspoonful  Represents  |     In  Prescribing,  please  be  careful  to  write 

Rhamnus  Purshiana  10  grs.  j  \ 

ciSia  Ac5^ori?a}puri«        i  Elixir  Purg  3  ns  Lilly 

Iris  Versicolor   4  grs.  | 

Hyoscyamus  Niger  2  grs.  That  other  preparation  may  not  be 

Aromatics,  etc.  substituted. 

Highly  Recommended. 

We  take  pleasure  in  endorsing  the  Elixir  Purgans  (Lilly)  as  prepared  from  the 
above  formula,  for  in  it  we  find  a  near  approach  to  positive  perfection  in  the  form  of 
a  Liquid  Cathartic,  and,  from  our  experience  with  the  preparation,  can  highly  rec- 
ommend it  to  the  profession. 

James  R.  Healy,  M.  D.,  Sup't  Infants'  and  Children's  Hospital,  Randall's  Island.N.Y 

W.  G.  Robinson,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  Bureau  of  Medical  and  Surgical  Relief  to  the 
Out-Door  Poor,  Bellevue  Hospital,  N.  Y. 

J.  H.  Shorter,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  Nt-w  York  Opthalmic  and  Aural  Institute. 

John  A.  Arnold,  M.  D.,  Medical  Sup't  Kings  County  Hospital,  Flatbush,  N.  Y. 

Nelson  B.  Sizer,  M.D.,  Senior  Surgeon  Brooklyn  and  E.  Brooklyn  Dispensary,  N.  Y 

Edward  J.  Darken,  M .  D.,  Medical  Sup't  Demilt  Dispensary,  New  York  City. 

A.  W.  Catlin,  M.  D.,  Attending  Physician  St.  John's  Hospital.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Cqas.  H.  Cobb,  M.  D.,  Medical  Sup't  Columbus  Lying-in  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass 

H.  S,  Dearing,  M.  D.,  Fellow  of  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  etc. 

T.  J.  Brodrick,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  Charlestown,  Mass.,  Free  Dispensary  and  Hospital. 

TIT  T  T  TT  T  V    JL    f*f\      Pharmaceutical  Chemists, 
XlJLlA  JUUjijjr     OL   \j\Jmj  Indianapolis,  lnd.,  U.S.  A. 

SUPPLIED  BY  ALL  DRUGGISTS. 


A  D  VE'R  T I  SEMEN  TS. 


UEWYORK  POST-GRADUA.T-E 

MEDICAL  SCHOOL  AND  HOSPITAL 

224-230  East  20th  St.,  New  York  City. 

Incorporated  by  special  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York, 

FOR  PRACTITIONERS  OF  MEDICINE  ONLY. 

Sessions  continue  throughout  the  year.— Physicians  may  join  the  classes  at  any  time. 

Wm.  A.  Hammon,  M.  D  —Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System  and 
of  Medical  Electricity;  Surgeon-General  of  the  U.  S  Army  (retired  list.) 

D.  B.  S(  John  Roosa,  M.  D.,  LL.  £>.  '.Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear;  Sur- 
geon to  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  E:ar  Hospital;  President  of  the  Faculty. 

Fredrick  R.  Sturgis,  M.  D. — Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Genito-Urinary  Organs,  and 
of  Venereal  Diseases:  Sureeon  to  the  Charity  Hosnital. 

Thos.  E.  Satterthwafte,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Pathology  and  General  Medicine;  Pathol- 
ogist to  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 

Charles  L-  Dana,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System,  and 
of  Medical  Electricity;  Prof  essor  of  Physiology  Woman's  Med.  College;  Physician 
to  Bellevue  Hospital. 

M.  Josiah  Roberts  M.  D.— Professor  of  Orthopaedic  Surgery  and  Mechanical  Thera- 
peutics; Visiting  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  to  the  ttandall's  Island  Hospitals. 

Alexander  J.  C.  Skene,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Diseases  ot*  Women;  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Wo- 
men, L.  I.  Hospital  Med.  School;  Attending  Surgeon  of  the  L.  1.  College  Hospital. 

Andrew  H.  Smith,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Therapeutics;  Attending 
Physician  to  the  Presbyterian  Hosp.;  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Orthopaedic  Hosp. 

Wm.  Oliver  Moore,  M.  D.— Prof .  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear;  Prof,  of  Diseases  of 
the  Eye  and  Ear,  University  of  Vermont,  and  Woman's  Med.  College,  New  Fork 

William  F.  Flughrer,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery;  Surgeon  to  Bellevue  and 
Mount  Sinai  Hospitals. 

Bache  >'cE.  Emmet  ,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women;  Asst.  Surgeon  to  the 
New  York  State  Women's  Hospital. 

Edward  Kershner,  M.  D.,  U.S.N.— Prof ,  of  Naval,  Military  and  State  Hygiene. 

Ambrose  JL  Ranney,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  the  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  tie  Nervous 
System;  Prof,  of  General  and  Special  Anatomy.  University  of  Vermont. 

William  Henry  Porter,  M.  0.— Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Pathologv,  Curator 
of  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 

George  Henry  Fox,  M  D. — Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin;  Professor  of  Derma- 
tologjr,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York. 

Step'.jen  Smith  Burt,  vi .  D  — Prof,  of  Physical  Diagnosis;  Physician  to  the  Out-Door 
Department,  Bellevue  Hospital. 

Seneoa  D  Powell,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Minor  Surgery. 

C.A.Von  Ramdohr,  M.D.— Prof,  of  Obstetrics;  Physician  to  the  German  Poliklinik. 
Horace  T.  Hanks.  M  D. — Professor  of  Diseases  of  \V  omen;  Asst.  Surgeon  to  the  New 

York  State  women's  Hospital. 
Lewis  S.  Pilcher,  M.  D  -  -  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery. 

H.  J.  Garrigues.— Prof,  of  Obstetrics;  Surg,  to  the  Maternity  and  German  Hospitals. 
Clarence  C.  Rice,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  the  Throat  and  Nose;  attending  surgeon 

to  the  Out-Door  Department,  Bellevue  Hospital. 
Charles  Carroll  Lee,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Diseases  of  Women;  Surgeon  to  the  aew 

York  State  Woman's  Hospital.  .  _  . 

Graeme  M.  Hammond,  M.  D.,  Profrssor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System. 
J.  R.  Nilsen,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women. 

_  _  _  It  was  founded  by 

members  of  thePost-Graduate  Faculty  of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
and  was  the  first  institution  in  the  United  States  to  present  a  systematic  system  of 
clinical  instruction  for  graduates  in  medicine. 

The  teaching  is  practical  and  thorough.  The  school  is  not  a  mere  c'inic,  although 
all  the  lectures  are  clinical,  but  it  is  a  place  of  instruction  in  which  the  practitioner, 
by  actually  handling  the  cases  under  the  guidance  of  the  professors  and  instructors, 
may  learn  the  use  of  instruments  for  examination  and  treatment,  and  observe  the 
effects  of  remedies^""  Each  hospital  to  which  the  teachers  are  attached  forms  a  part 
of  the  field  of  instruction.  The  general  schedule  is  so  arranged  that  there  is  no  con- 
flict in  the  hours  of  attendance  of  the  professors.  Theelinic<  besnn  at  9  a.  m  .anri 
continue  until  w  p.m.  eacn  day;  and  the  Clinical  Society  nfthe  School  meets  twice >a 
month  on  Saturday  evenings  A  Dispensary  and  a  Hospital  form i  a  part  of  the  school, 
with  one  ward  exclusively  for  infants,  which  has  been  lately  endow  ed  by  Dt-nevoient 
ladies  of  New  York  City.  1  >r.  Joseph  O'Dwyei ,  the  inventor  of  the  Intubation  of  the 
Larynx, gives  practical  instruction  to  classes  organized  in  this  school,  and  only  nere. 

For  Catalogue,  or  Further  Information,  address  CLARENCE  C.  RICE,  M.D., 

John  Humphreys,  Clerk.  Sec.  of  the  Faculty,  226  E.  20th  St.,  New  York  City. 
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J^ECf\OLOGICAL. 


ANDREW  ROBERT  KILPATRICK. 


Again  the  medical  profession  of  Texas  is  called  to  lament  the 
death  of  one  of  its  oldest  and  most  distinguished  members.  Dr. 
Kilpatrick  died  at  his  home  in  Navasota,  Grimes  county,  on  the 
19th  of  Sept.  (ult),  after  a  protracted  illness;  aged,  70  years. 

The  data  from  which  the  following  sketch  was  written  was  pre- 
pared in  '85  by  Dr.  Kilkipatrick  himself,for  the  Biographical  work: 
''Contemporary  Physicians  of  Texas,"  now  in  course  of  prepara- 
tion, by  Dr.  Daniel. 

Dr.  Andrei  Robert  Kilpatrick  was  the  only  son  (and  only  child) 
of  Rev.  James  H.  T.  Kilpatrick  A.  M.,  of  North  Carolina,  who 
fought  at  New  Orleans,  under  Jackson,  in  1814-15,  and  afterwards 
became  extensively  known  in  connection  with  various  institutions 
of  learning  in  Mississippi  and  Louisiana, — and  Sarah  Tanner,  of 
Bedford  District,  South  Carolina.  He  was  born  near  Cheneyville, 
La.,  in  Rapides  Parish,  March  20,  1817,  and  was  therefore  in  his 
seventy-first  year  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  received  his  literary 
education  in  the  best  academies  of  the  time,  in  Georgia,  whence 
his  father  had  returned,  on  the  death  of  his  wile  in  Louisiana. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  Dr.  Kilpatrick,  without  any  pre- 
liminary reading,  entered  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Georgia,  at  Augusta,  in  October,  1834:  attending  a  second 
course  the  next  year,  at  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia. 
(That  was  during  the  days  of  the  McClellans,  Samuel  and  George 
B.,  Carpenter,  Revere,  Pattison  and  Green,  of  the  old  Jefferson), 

He  did  not  apply  for  the  degree,  however,  but  returning  home  he 
obtained  a  license  to  practice,  from  the  Burk  county,  Georgia,  ex- 
amining board,  and  engaged  in  country  practice  that  summer.  In 
October,  36,  he  attended  a  third  course  at  the  Medical  College,  in 
Augusta,  and  in  March,  '37,  was  graduated  an  M.  D.  Thence  he 
removed  to  Avoyelles  Parish,  La.,  and  began  practice,  April,  1838, 
near  Cheneyville.  In  1841  Dr.  S.  K.  Branch,  from  Holly  Springs, 
Miss.,  formed  a  copartnership  with  him,  and  together  they  prac- 
ticed till  '43,  when  Dr.  K.  removed  to  Woodville,  Miss.    Here  he 
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resided  and  practiced  medicine,  until  November,  '48,  at  which  time 
the  desire  to  return  to  Louisiana  took  possession  of  him,  and  he 
moved  again,  settling  this  time  on  Black  River,  in  Concordia  Par- 
ish. In  1844  an  epidemic  of  yellow  fever  prevailed  in  Woodville, 
Miss.,  during  the  doctors  residence  there,  and  he  engaged  in  the 
treatment  of  that  deadly  disease;  and,  again,  in  1855,  in  Trinity, 
Louisiana.  In  1849-50  cholera  prevailed  on  all  the  navigable 
streams  in  Louisiana,  and  Dr.  Kilpatrick  thus  had  an  experience 
with  that  dread  visitor,  emerging  safely  with  his  family,  from  all 
these  dangers. 

In  1861,  shortly  after  the  beginning  of  hostilities  between  the 
North  and  South,  domestic  requirements  obliged  him  to  remove 
temporarily  to  St.  Landry  Parish,  whence  the  invasion  of  Federal 
forces  under  Gen.  Banks  drove  him  to  Texas  in  September,  1863. 
His  family  then  consisted  of  twenty  white  persons  —  all  of  them 
women  and  children — and  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  colored  per- 
sons. Stopping  in  Anderson  county,  at  "Tennessee  Colony,"  Dr. 
Kilpatrick  resumed  the  practice,  and  in  January,  1866,  removed 
(the  fifth  or  sixth  time,)  to  Navasota,  where  he  resided  continuously 
up  to  the  day  of  his  death.  In '66  the  cholera  and  yellow  fever 
prevailed  in  Navasota,  the  latter  in  a  very  fatal  form.  All  his  fam- 
ily had  the  fever  except  himself,  but  fortunately  none  died — a  re- 
markable occurrence. 

Dr.  Kilpatrick  was  not  ambitious  to  hold  office,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  minor  appointments,  never  held  any  of  a  public 
character. 

In  1856  the  Professorship  of  Practice  in  the  Memphis,  Tennes- 
see, Medical  College  was  tendered  him,  and  declined;  that  of 
Anatomy,  (in  71)  in  Galveston  Medical  College,  was  accepted,  but 
in  consequence  of  affliction  he  was  compelled  to  immediately  re- 
sign it. 

In  Navasota,  Dr.  Kilpatrick  was  presiding  health  officer  and  city 
physician  for  several  years.  In  Mississippi  he  was  a  member  of 
the  State  Medical  Association  from  1846  to  48 — and  in  1879-80 
held  the  responsible  position  of  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  National 
Board  of  Health;  and  was  a  member  of  the  American  Public  Health 
Association.  In  1877  ne  became  a  member  of  the  Texas  State 
Medical  Association — and  in  1880  was  chosen  its  presiding  officer. 
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Dr.  Kilpatrick  was  also,  at  one  time  associate  editor  of  the  Southern 
Medical  Journal,  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  and  from  1874  to  '79  wrote 
many  papers  for  that  journal;  and  was  also,  for  several  years,  as- 
sistant editor  of  the  Galveston  Medical  Journal.  He  also  conducted 
the  NavasolaWeekly  Tablet,  in  1870.  In  Louisiana,  for  twelve  years, 
he  kept  a  Register,  and  made  Meteorological  Reports  for  the 
Smithsonian  Institute  from  1850  to  1861;  published  in  185 1  a  brief 
history  of  the  early  Baptists  in  Mississippi  and  Louisiana;  also, 
sundry  contributions  on  the  history  of  Concordia  and  Catahoula 
Parishes;  biographical  sketches  of  James  Bowie;  and  wrote  on 
various  other  topics,  and  some  reviews,  which  were  published  in 
DeBow's  {Southern)  Review — the  leading  Southern  literary  maga- 
gine  of  that  day — these  contributions  extending  over  a  period  of 
ten  years,  from  1850  to  i860. 

His  first  attempt  at  medical  literature  was  a  contribution  to  Dr. 
John  Bell's  Medical  Journal,  Philadelphia,  in  1838.  It  was  a  re- 
port of  a  case  of  incised  wound  of  the  abdomen,  and  division  of  the 
ileum  with  an  axe,  successfully  treated,  patient  recovering  in 
twenty  days.  That  was  of  course  long  before  the  days  of  antisep- 
tics— when  union  by  first  intention  was  of  exceedingly  rare  occur- 
rence. Since  that  time  Dr.  Kilpatrick  was  an  almost  constant  con- 
tributor to  the  medical  press;  amongst  his  many  papers — many  of 
which  he  had  forgotten,  may  be  mentioned  the  "History  of  Epi- 
demic Yellow  Fever  at  Woodville,  Mississippi,  1844,"  published  in 
the  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal:  Papers  on"Topo  • 
graphy  and  Diseases  of  Concordia  Parish,  La.,"  published  in  Dr. 
Fenners'  u Southern  Medical  Reparts,"  N.  O.,  185 1-2-3,  an  article  on 
"The  Negro,"  in  The  Richmond  and  Louisville  Medical  Jotirnal,  in 
1869;  "History  of  Epidemic  Yellow  Fever  in  Navasota,  Texas,  in 
1867,"  published  in  the  Galveston  Medical  Journal;  Report  of  a  Hu- 
man Monster,"  in  F.  S.  UpdeGraff's  Bistoury,  in  '74.  (Elmyra,  N. 
Y.);  a  paper  on  "Puerperal  Eclampsia,"  and  several  others,  yearly, 
in  the  Transactions  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association;  papers 
at  different  times,  published  in  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter, 
Philadelphia,  etc. 

In  1876  President  Grant  issued  a  proclamation  requesting  the 
authorities  of  all  corporate  cities  and  towns  to  cause  to  be  written 
a  history  of  the  corporation,  to  be  filed,  a  copy  each  in  the  county 
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court  house,  and  in  the  State  capitals,  and  also  in  Washington. 
At  the  solicitation  of  friends,  Dr.  Kilpatrick  wrote  that  of  Navasota, 
and  it  was  duly  published,  copies  being  filed  as  directed. 

Dr.  Kilpatrick  was  married  four  times — the  first  marriage  being 
in  '41 — in  Woodville,  Miss.:  the  last  in  Dallas,  Texas,  in  1883.  He 
leaves  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  The  oldest  son  served  as  a 
lieutenant  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  now  resides  in  Florida; 
his  second  son  is  a  practicing  physician  in  Grimes  county,  Texas 
Dr.  W.  H.  Kilpatrick;  the  third,  a  druggist  in  Navasota;  and  the 
fourth,  a  graduate  in  law.  Three  of  the  daughters  are  married,  and 
have  growing  families.  In  all  there  are  twenty-seven  grand  chil- 
dren.   The  youngest  daughter  is  yet  a  child. 

Up  to  the  time  of  his  last  sickness,  Dr.  K.  had  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  practice.  It  was  a  life  time  habit  with  him  to  take  co- 
pious notes  of  cases,  and  often,  full  records  of  important  cases; 
also,  memoranda  of  the  weather;  earliest  and  latest  frosts,  flights 
of  birds,  etc.,  and  in  recent  years  he  kept  a  record  of  vital  statis- 
tics of  his  county,  and  for  years  was  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
Necrology  in  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  and  had,  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  a  complete  record  of  deaths  of  Texan  physicians, 
dating  back  many  years. 

Dr.  Kilpatrick  was  a  high  mason  and  an  old  and  zealous  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South,  a  consistent  Chr  istian 
and  a  man  of  sterling  integrity  and  irreproachable  character. 
Peace  to  his  ashes. 

[He  was  also  holder  of  certificate  No.  46,  Physicians'  Mutual 
Benefit  Association,  of  Texas,  being  one  of  the  first  to  join  the  or- 
der, and  to  lend  it  his  support.  Assessments  have  been  issued  for 
the  benefit  of  his  widow,  and  ere  the  appearance  of  another  issue  of 
the  Journal,  doubtless  the  whole  amount  due  will  have  been  col- 
lected and  paid  over  to  his  widow,  Mrs.  S.  F.  Kilpatrick.  Ed.] 

ANOTHER  CHOLERA  SHIP  ARRIVED. 

Telegrams  from  New  York,  October  18,  report  the  arrival  at 
lower  quarantine  of  the  French  Steamship,  Brittanic,  from  Mar- 
seilles and  Naples,  with  four  cases  of  cholera  onboard.  The  Brit- 
tanic is  sister  ship  of  the  Alesia. 

There  must  be  a  screw  loose  somewhere,  or  these  ships  would 
not  have  been  allowed  to  sail  from  those  infected  ports.  The  dan- 
ger of  an  epidemic  in  America  next  year,  is  augmented  by  this  last 
calamity. 
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IBLIOGRAPHY, 


The  Physician  Visiting  List  for  1888.  (Lindsay  and  Blakiston's.) 
Thirty-seventh  year,  185 1— 1888.  P.  Blakiston  Son  &  Co., 
1012  Walnut  street,  Philadelphia,  publishers. 

As  usual  P.  Blakinston  Son  &  Co.,  are  the  first  in  the  field. 

Strength,  compactness,  convenience,  and  durability  are  the  es- 
sential qualities  which  a  good  visiting  list  should  possess  to  resist 
the  unusual  hard  wear  it  receives.  These  qualities  are  all  com- 
bined in  Lindsay.  &  Blakiston's  Physician's  Visiting  List,  which 
has  now  been  published  for  thirty-seven  years.  It  is  the  most  con- 
venient for  the  pocket.  Its  contents  are  arranged  in  the  most  ad- 
vantageous way. 


Index  Catalogue  S.  G.  O. — We  have  received  from  surgeon 
Billings  in  charge  of  the  Surgean  General's  Library,  Vol.  VIII 
(Legier-Medicine — (naval.)  When  completed  this  will  be  a  val- 
uable record,  and  hundreds  of  years  from  now  it  will  serve  to 
resurrect  papers  buried  in  that  great  mass  of  literature,  and  they 
shall  live  long  after  their  authors  have  been  forgotten.  Dr.  Bil- 
lings is  a  benefactor,  in  this  respect. 


Practical  Urine  Testing,  a  guide  to  Office  and  Bedside  Urine 
Analysis,  for  Physicians  and  Students,  by  Charles  Godwin  Jen- 
nings, M.  D.,  Prof.  Chemistry  and  Diseases  of  Children,  De- 
troit Medical  College,  Detroit,  D.  O.  Hynes  &  Co.,  1887, cloth 

bound,  p.  124. 

The  real  importance  of  a  knowledge  of  the  constituents  of  the 
urine  in  disease,  and  of  their  significance,  is  scarcely  appreciated 
by  the  majority  of  practitioners;  but  the  more  advanced  under- 
stand the  value  of  such  an  acquaintance;  and  now,  it  is  almost  a 
universal  practice  in  the  graver  diseases  to  analyse  the  trine.  It 
is  a  cause  for  congratulation  that  the  process  has  been  so  much 
simplified.  All  Life  Insurance  Companies  require  it.  The  book 
before  us  is  a  valuable  guide  to  the  inexperienced,  and  of  value 
also,  to  the  more  expert.  It  contains,  in  brief,  but  explicit  terms, 
description  of  the  physical  characteristics  of  normal  and  of  abnor- 
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mal  urine,  details  the  processes  by  which  both  qualitative  and  qual- 
itative analyses  are  made;  gives  microscopic  examinations,  appa- 
ratus and  reagents,  analyses  of  calculi,  etc.,  the  meaning  of  the 
presence  of  such  and  such  elements,  etc.;  a  valuable  little  compan- 
ion which  any  one  can  study  with  profit. 


Annals  of  Gymn/ecology,  Vol.  i,  No. i, October  '87,  a  monthly  re- 
view of  Gymnaecology,  Obstetrics  and  Abdominal  Surgery,  ed- 
ited bv  E.  W.  Cushing,  M.  D.,  Boston,  with  the  collaboration 
of  Prof.  T.  G.  Thomas,  M.  D..  Prof.  W.  G.  Wylie,  M.  D.,  Prof. 
W.  K.  Polk,  M.  D.,  Prof.  DeLaskie  Miller,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  Dr. 
Andrew  F.  Currier,  New  York.  Published  by  Rockwell  &: 
Churchill,  Boston,  price  first  year,  $1;  after  that,  $3. 
We  acknowledge  receipt  of  Vol.  1,  No.  1,  of  the  above  new  jour- 
nal, and  place  it  on  our  exchange  list  with  pleasure. 


^DYERTISEI\s'  NOTICES. 


Cincho  Quinine  is  a  combination  of  all  the  alkaloids  as  they 
■exist  in  Peruvian  Bark. 


"Robinson's  Lime  Juice  and  Pepsin"  is  an  excellent  remedy  in 
the  gastric  derangements  particularly  prevalent  at  this  season.  It 
is  superior  as  a  digestive  agent  to  many  other  similar  goods.  (See 
page  ,  this  issue.) 

The  Pioneers,  Park,  Davis  &  Co.,  have  something  of  interest 
to  physicians  on  our  last  cover  page  this  issue. 

It  will  be  Observed  that  the  sterling  Schieffelin  &  Co.,  with  a 
keen  eye  to  business  advantage,  have  taken  our  first  page;  while 
the  page  facing  first  reading,  supposed  by  many  to  be  the  best  in  the 
lot,  is  occupied  by  the  mighty  Mellin's  Food,  (Doliber,  Goodale  & 
Co).  Attention  is  also  called  to  the  page  advertisement  of  the  Mal- 
tine  Manufacturing  Co.  This  firm,  by  strict  attention  to  business, 
and  by  a  sincere  regard  for  the  interests  of  their  customers,  as  well 
as  a  long  course  of  fair  and  honorable  dealings  have  earned  for 
themselves  and  their  preparations  an  enviable  reputation. 
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The  New  York  Medical  Journal,  published  by  D.  Appleton  & 
Sons,  has  a  page  advertisement  in  this  issue.  This  journal  is  a 
weekly,  and  is  fully  the  equal  of  any  published;  besides,  it  is  a 
staunch  friend  of  the  South  and  West. 


A  Reliable  Liquid  Pepsin. — Have  used  Lilly's  Liquid  Pepsin 
for  the  last  ten  years  with  remarkable  success,  and  do  highly  rec- 
ommend it  to  the  profession. 

Thompkins  E.  Taggart,  M.  D., 
(Fairmount.)  Cincinnati,  O. 


The  New  York  Post  Graduate  Medical  School  and  Hospital  has 
undergone  many  improvements  during  the  summer.  Two  new  wards 
have  been  added,  one  for  women,  the  other  for  men,  a  new  labora- 
tory, and  a  new  building  for  teaching  operative  surgery. 

No  post-graduate  institution  has  such  facilities  for  practical  in- 
struction under  its  own  roof  as  this  school;  besides,  the  professors 
are  connected  with  all  the  great  hospitals  of  New  York,  and  hold 
clinics  in  them,  as  well  as  at  the  school. 

It  is  the  only  institution  of  the  kind  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
holding  a  special  charter  granted  by  the  legislature  of  the  State. 


Succus  Alterans  in  Rheumatism  and  Syphilis. — We  are  re- 
liably informed  that  the  preparation  Succus  Alterans  (McDade)  is 
becoming  a  very  popular  remedy  with  the  profession,  and  being 
very  extensively  prescribed  in  general  practice  as  an  alterative  ton- 
ic, aside  from  its  use  in  syphilitic  diseases.  The  good  results  from 
its  use  in  treatment  of  rheumatism,  of  chronic  character  especially, 
is  worthy  of  consideration.  The  remedy  is  certainly  growing  in 
favor,  and  as  no  great  claims  have  ever  been  made  for  it,  but  sim- 
ply placed  upon  its  own  merit,  we  think  it  could  possess  no  higher 
recommendation. — Indiana  Medical  Journal 


The  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine,  Louisville. — We  take 
more  than  ordinary  pleasure  in  commending  this  School  to  our 
readers.  (See  announcement  of  32nd  annual  course,  in  this  issue). 
This  is  not  only  the  "pioneer"  Spring  and  Summer  Medical  School 
of  America,  but  it  claims  to  have  more  than  twice  as  many  pupils 
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as  any  other.  The  faculty  is  an  able  one,  and  all  are  experienced 
teachers.  It  embraces  such  men  as  Profs.  W.  H.  Wathen,  Dud- 
ley S.  Reynolds,  J.  M.  Matthews,  and  other  equally  distinguished 
teachers.  Few  men  made  more  reputation  or  received  more  pro- 
found attention  at  the  late  International  Medical  Congress  than 
those  whose  names  have  just  been  mentioned,  or  contributed  more 
to  the  interest  and  success  of  the  Congress.  This,  alone,  should 
recommend  them  and  the  Kentucky  School  to  all  Southern  men. 


A  Letter  Relating  to  Pil.  Antiseptic  and  Antiseptic  Comp. 
— The  late  eminent  physician  and  most  acute  observer,  Dr.  Austin 
Flint,  Sr.,  has  said — "physicians  are  often  consulted  by  patients, 
who,  although  far  from  being  well,  have  no  well  defined  malady. 
They  complain  of  languor,  lassitude,  want  of  buoyancy,  aching  of 
the  limbs,  and  mental  depression.  They  are  wakeful  during  the 
night,  and  enter  upon  their  daily  pursuits  with  a  sense  of  fatigue." 

'An  investigation  of  the  different  organs  of  the  body  reveals  no 
evidence  of  disease,  the  lungs,  heart  and  kidneys  are  sound.  Some 
of  the  affections  embraced  in  the  posological  catalogue  may  be  dis- 
covered, yet  the  morbid  condition  is  real.'  "  Hardly  a  practicing 
physician  will  read  the  above  without  recalling  at  once  a  number 
of  cases  with  the  identical  symptoms  as  given  by  Dr.  Flint.  He 
will  also  remember  how  stubbornly  such  cases  have  resisted  all  the 
usual  remedies  and  dietetic  precautions.  Now,  what  is  the  trouble, 
and  what  the  remedy?  The  trouble  is  simply  chronic  blood  pois- 
oning, from  malaria,  sewer  gas,  or,  what  is  far  more  likely,  from  the 
products  of  a  defective  assimilation  of  food  in  the  blood  circula- 
tion. The  remedy  lies  in  first  destroying  these  ptomains,  and  for 
this  there  is  no  better  or  more  quickly  acting  remedy  than  Pil.  An- 
tiseptic, made  by  Warner  &  Co.,  as  any  intelligent  physician  will 
see  at  a  glance  on  noting  its  composition,  or  he  will  realize  happily 
upon  prescribing  the  remedy.  This  is  not  theory,  but  fact,  tested 
by  experience. — Dr.  F.  S.  Grant. 


Albany,  Texas,  September  18,  1887. 
Jerome  Kidder  Mfg.  Co.,  New  York. 

Gentlemen: — I  enclose  postal  note  to  cover  last  bill  rendered. 
The  Platina  came  to  hand  safely,  and  I  must  again  thank  you  for 
your  promptness  in  filling  my  orders.  The  Kidder  Battery,  both 
Galvanic  and  Faradic,  I  regard  as  being  the  best,  and  I  think  the 
favorite  in  this  part  of  the  country.  I  have  tried  others,  but  like 
yours  much  the  best  Yours  truly, 

W.  M.  Powell,  M.  D. 


THOMAS   D.  WOOTEX,   M.  D. 


/ 


DAN  IEL'S 

^PEXfig  UlEDIgftli  JOURNAL 

Published  Monthly  Subscription  $2.00  a  ^Tear^ 


Vol.  3.  AUSTIN,  NOVEMBER,  1887.  No.  5. 


jDRIGINAL  y^I^TICLES. 

^^CONTRIBUTED  EXCLUSIVELY  TO  THIS  JOURNAL.e^S 


The  Articles  in  this  Department  are  accepted  and  published  with  the  understanding 
that  we  are  not  responsible  for,  nor  do  we  indorse  the  views  and  opinions  of  the  writers 
by  so  doing. 


ORIGINAL  OBSERVATIONS  AND  METHODS  IN  THE  PRACTICE 

OF  MEDICINE. 


By  L.  M.  Stroud,  M.  D.,  Forney,  Texas. 

Read  before  the  Terrell  Medical  Society,  and,  by  vote,  contributed  to  Daniel's  Texas 

Medical  Journal . 

TO  CORRECTLY  estimate  the  therapeutic  value  of  a  drug  in 
a  particular  disease,  we  must  know  how  far  to  credit  nature, 
and  what  would  be  the  course  of  the  disease  uninfluenced  by 
remedial  agents. 

A  treatment,  to  be  scientific,  must  be  based  on  the  pathology  of 
the  disease,  and  the  physiological  or  chemical  effects  of  the  drug. 

Many  of  us,  doubtless,  use  some  medicines  empirically,  because 
of  their  reputation  in  the  pharmacopoea — never  being  able  to  per- 
ceive any  effect,  good  or  bad,  of  the  remedies — the  disease  being 
self-limited,  or  having  an  intrinsic  tendency  to  get  well;  in  the 
course  of  years  we  acquire  a  vast  accumulation  of  experience  in 
favor  of  the  drug,  and  possibly  it  becomes  a  specific  and  a  hobby, 
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and  it  is  a  notable  fact,  the  more  ignorant  and  unscientific  the 
physician,  the  greater  number  of  specifics  he  possesses. 

And,  Mr.  President,  I  undertake  to  say,  it  is  only  by  cultivating 
the  boldest  skepticism,  as  well  as  the  keenest  intuitive  perception 
at  the  clinical  bed,  presupposing,  of  course,  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  physiological  functions  and  pathological  conditions  of  the 
human  body,  that  any  of  us  can  rise  higher  than  a  routine,  stereo- 
typed system  of  practice,  becoming  the  mere  apes  of  great  original 
men  in  the  profession. 

It  shall  not  be  my  purpose,  at  this  time,  to  review  the  field  of 
therapeutics,  and  pass  upon  the  respective  merits  of  each  officinal 
drug;  such  an  attempt  would  be  an  unwarrantable  presumption  in 
one  of  my  age  and  clinical  experience.  However,  I  wish  to  direct 
attention  to  the  value  of  certain  methods  of  treatment,  and  the 
agents  used,  that  I  believe  neither  our  textbooks  nor  the  profession 
generally  have  fully  acknowledged. 

I  will  place  Veratrum  at  the  head  of  the  list.  Its  best  effect  is 
seen  in  the  treatment  of  pneumonia.  I  hold  the  great  leading  in- 
dication in  the  treatment  of  all  acute  inflammations  is  to  lessen 
blood  supply  to  the  inflamed  part.  We  accomplish  this  in  a  great 
variety  of  ways.  We  all  appreciate  the  value  of  rest  and  position 
as  influencing  the  circulation  in  inflammatory  diseases.  In  an  in- 
flamed hand  or  foot,  by  position  we  lessen  blood  supply,  and  favor 
venous  return,  restoring  the  balance  in  the  capillaries,  between  ar- 
terial supply  and  venous  return;  thereby  relieving  the  distended 
capillaries,  and  securing  resolution  before  effusion  of  lymph,  or 
migration  of  white  corpuscles  has  taken  place.  This  latter  result 
is  always  due  to  prolonged  capillary  congestion  and  over  fullness, 
which  has  the  effect  to  soften  the  walls  of  the  capillaries,  and  so 
interfere  with  the  nutrition  of  the  inflammatory  site  as  to  produce  the 
conditions  of  an  abscess.  If  we  can  keep  the  circulation  normal  in  an 
incised  wound,  it  heals  without  inflammation,  as  is  exemplified  inun- 
ion  by  first  intention.  I  suppose  you  have  all  noticed  that  we  never  get 
union  by  first  intention  when  there  is  much  fever,  or  if  the  circu- 
lation is  greatly  disturbed.  If  the  circulation  is  very  active,  blood 
is  forced  to  the  wound  faster  than  it  is  returned  from  the  capillaries, 
which  causes  migration  of  white  corpuscles  through  the  softened 
walls  of  the  capillaries,  and  you  get  union  by  second  intention. 
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Now,  sir,  pneumonia  being  inflammation  of  the  lung,  you  do  not 
want  blood  forced  to  the  inflammatory  area  faster  than  the  veins 
can  return  it  from  the  capillaries.  If  we  use  a  medicine  in  the  first 
stage  of  this  disease,  we  want  something  that  will  lessen  the  force 
and  frequency  of  the  heart's  action.  I  have  tried  faithfully  the 
list  of  cardiac  and  arterial  sedatives  for  a  number  of  years;  vera- 
trum is  the  only  one  that  has  never  disappointed  me;  that  has  al- 
ways brought  the  pulse  down  to  its  normal  range,  and  held  it  there, 
with  a  corresponding  fall  of  temperature. 

For  a  number  of  years  I  indulged  a  prejudice  against  this  reme- 
dy in  pneumonia,  believing  that  it  could  only  weaken  the  heart 
that  was  already  struggling  against  pulmonary  obstruction,  but  by 
bringing  the  pulse  down  to  its  normal  range,  the  veins  are  given 
time  to  collect  and  return  the  blood  from  the  capillaries  to  the  left 
auricle  as  fast  as  it  is  forced  from  the  right  ventricle  to  the  lungs, 
and  really  a  burden  is  taken  off  of  the  heart  by  lessening  blood 
supply  to  the  lungs;  it  also  prevents  further  invasion  of  pulmonary 
area,  by  controlling  active  determination  of  blood  to  the  lungs. 

The  heart  is  a  muscle  of  wonderful  reserve  power,  and  will  hold 
up  till  we  get  resolution,  if  it  is  not  whipped  by  fever  and  inflam- 
mation beyond  its  speed  and  strength,  while  its  right  chambers  are 
abnormally  distended  with  venous  blood  trying  to  force  blood  into 
a  solidified  lung.  We  have  all  seen  these  cases  die  from  failure  of 
the  heart  about  the  ninth  day,  when  we  would  get  resolution  in  a 
short  while,  but  for  failure  of  the  poor,  over  worked,  exhausted 
heart. 

Veratrum  conserves  the  reserve  power  of  the  heart  by  not  allow- 
ing it  to  become  exhausted  by  excessive  action.  Veratrum  has  a 
powerful  effect  over  the  vaso-motor  nervous  system,  contracting 
the  arterioles,  and  lessening  blood  supply  to  the  capillaries;  this 
effect  is  produced  in  the  inflamed  lung  as  much  as  in  other  parts 
of  the  system.  It  has  a  sedative  effect,  also,  over  the  pneumogas- 
tric,  fainting,  nervous  cough  which  so  greatly  robs  the  patient  of 
rest  and  sleep. 

If  any  physician  present  is  incredulous  as  to  the  power  of 
veratrum  to  control  inflammation,  he  can  demonstrate  its  virtue  for 
himself  by  healing  his  incised  wounds  by  first  intention,  and  abort- 
ing abscesses  before  the  formation  of  pus.    It  may  be  proper  just 
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here  to  give  my  method  of  using  it.  It  is  such  a  powerful  drug  it 
is  liable  to  great  abuse: 

We  will  suppose  a  case  of  pneumonia  in  the  first  stage.  As  soon 
as  I  am  called,  I  administer  a  hypodermic  injection  of  Norwood's 
tr.  veratrum,  about  six  or  seven  drops,  combined  with  a  little  hydro 
chlorate  of  cocaine,  to  prevent  pain,  and  repeat  half  the  amount 
every  half  hour  till  patient  vomits,  which  is  the  physiological  ef- 
fect of  the  drug,  giving  copious  draughts  of  hot  water  to  protect 
the  stomach  during  vomiting.  After  this,  two  or  three  drops,  given 
every  three  hours  by  the  mouth,  wTill  be  sufficient  to  control  the 
circulation  twenty-four  hours;  but  I  generally  press  it  to  emesis  at 
the  beginning  of  each  respiral  exascerbation. 

To  sum  up  the  effects  of  veratrum,  as  I  have  been  able  to  con- 
firm at  the  clinical  bed  : 

1.  By  holding  the  pulse  between  65  and  70,  it  prevents  further 
invasion  of  pulmonary  area;  and  if  your  patient  has  breathing 
space  enough  to  live  with,  he  will  not  die  from  increased  dyspncea. 

2.  The  patient  will  not  die  from  failure  of  the  heart,  as  70  pul- 
sations to  the  minute  will  not  exhaust  its  reserve  power. 

3.  The  patient  will  not  die  from  purulent  infiltration  of  the  lung 
as  this  is  the  result  of  a  heart  beating  from  a  hundred,  to  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty  to  the  minute,  pumping  more  blood  to  the  in- 
flamed lung  than  the  veins  can  return;  keeping  the  capillaries  dis- 
tended so  long  their  walls  soften  and  break  down. 

4.  It  will  not  paralyze  the  heart  nor  general  circulation  of  a 
weak  patient,  as  I  reduced  the  pulse  of  a  feeble  little  girl  fron  120 
to  75  pulsations  to  the  minute,  it  being  a  case  of  pneumonia  with 
tardy  resolution,  and  as  late  as  the  fourteenth  day  the  patient  was 
breathing  forty  to  the  minute,  and  of  a  feeble  constitution,  and  it 
was  evident  her  reserve  power  was  nearly  exhausted.  She  was  kept 
under  the  influence  of  the  drug  two  days,  when  the  breathing  be- 
came natural,  and  she  made  a  good  recovery.  The  patient,  and  the 
physician  with  whom  I  was  in  consultation,  both  live  in  this  coun- 
ty, and  I  may  mention,  by  way  of  parenthesis,  the  Doctor  is  a  con- 
vert to  veratrum. 

Next,  I  wish  to  attest  the  value  of  sulphuric  ether  in  congestions. 
We  never  hear  of  a  death  from  nervous  shock,  or  failure  of  the 
circulation  on  the  surgeon's  table,  where  ether  is  used  during  the 
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operation.  The  surgeon  knows  its  value,  but  I  do  not  believe  the 
general  practitioner  fully  appreciates  the  range  of  its  application. 
It  matters  little  what  form  of  congestion — whether  it  be  a  conges- 
tive chill,  general  capillary  congestion,  cholera  morbus,  cholera 
infantum,  malarial  capillary  congestion  of  infants  producing  tonic 
convulsions,  so  you  cannot  prize  the  jaws  open  to  give  a  dose  of 
medicine,  or  whether  it  be  incipient  dysentery — if  you  will  place 
the  patient  on  the  table,  and  give  ether  to  the  surgical  degree,  the 
patient  will  become  very  red,  the  pulse  will  have  a  good  volume, 
and  instead  of  congestion  in  some  organ,  or  in  the  general  capillary 
circulation,  you  will  have  the  blood  circulating  uniformally  in  the 
skin,  extremities  and  entire  capillary  system;  and  in  the  event  of 
tonic  convulsions-of  infants,  where  the  patient  generally  dies  as 
much  from  asphyxia  as  from  congestion,  which  is  due  to  the  respira- 
tory muscles  being  in  a  state  of  prolonged  tonic  spasm,  rendering 
breathing  impossible,  your  patient  will  become  relaxed,  and  thor- 
oughly under  the  influence  of  the  ether  in  three  minutes,  if  you 
will  fill  the  cone  with  ether,  and  perform  artificial  respiration  vig- 
orously. As  soon  as  the  patient  becomes  red,  the  breathing  be- 
comes soft  and  easy.  In  any  case  of  congestion,  the  patient 
should  be  kept  under  the  influence  of  ether  till  other  appropriate 
remedies  have  time  to  take  permanent  effect. 

By  this  method  of  treatment  you  will  generally  abort  most  dis- 
eases that  begin  as  congestions. 

Next,  I  wish  to  speak  of  the  use  of  chloroform  in  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis.  A  case  in  point  of  illustration:  Mr.  A.  S.  Thompson, 
a  young  man  27  years  of  age,  was  taken  with  a  chill,  and  in  a  short 
time  was  seized  with  a  convulsion,  his  head  and  heels  being  nearly 
drawn  togerher  in  the  opisthotonon  position.  The  trismus  was  so 
great  his  jaws  could  not  be  prized  open  to  give  a  dose  of  medicine. 
The  convulsion  was  so  long  and  violent,  it  appeared  he  would  die 
from  asphyxia,  as  breathing  was  impossible.  The  patient  finally 
relaxed,  and  bromide  of  potassium  and  calomel  were  given  in  large 
doses;  but  shortly  the  second  convulsion  came  on,  and,  if  possible, 
was  more  violent  than  the  first.  This  finally  passed  off,  and  shortly, 
symptoms  of  the  third  convulsion  began  to  appear.  The  patient 
would  partially  recover  intellection  after  each  convulsion.  He  now 
began  to  beg  most  pitifully  for  assistance,  saying  if  he  had  the 
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third  spasm  he  would  die.  The  patient  was  thoroughly  relaxed 
with  chloroform,  and  the  impending  attack  was  averted.  A  trusted 
nurse  was  placed  by  his  side,  with  orders  to  give  chloroform  till 
patient  was  thoroughly  relaxed,  when  patient  was  threatened  with 
recurrence  of  convulsions.  Patient  had  symptoms  of  convulsions 
for  two  days,  but  was  kept  relaxed  with  chloroform.  In  the  mean- 
time, patient  was  saturated  with  bromide  of  potassium,  calomel  and 
quinine.  Made  a  good  recovery,  except  a  lameness  in  left  leg  for 
life. 

Next,  I  wish  to  mention  a  method  of  treating  catarrhal  state  of 
the  bladder.  When  the  mucous  membrane  of  this  viscus  is  once 
in  a  state  of  chronic  inflammation,  it  is  generally  a  source  of  an- 
noyance to  the  physician,  and  of  extreme  discomfort  to  the  patient. 
While  opiates  quiet  irritability,  and  the  urine  can  be  made  bland 
by  neutralizing  its  uric  acid,  yet  the  patient  remains  uncured,  and 
as  the  last  of  the  urine  is  voided,  the  patient  suffers  pain,  and  a 
scalding  sensation  as  the  bladder  is  trying  to  empty  itself  of  the 
irritating  mucus  that  has  settled  to  the  most  dependent  part  of  the 
bladder — the  mucus  being  too  thick  and  tenacious  to  pass  through 
the  urethra,  it  remains  in  the  bladder  to  decompose,  and  become 
more  acrid,  and  to  add  to  former  accumulations. 

The  method  of  treatment  I  wish  to  mention,  is  simply  distending, 
and  washing  out  the  bladder  by  means  of  a  fountain  syringe  with 
a  soft  rubber  catheter  attached.  Injections  into  the  bladder 
amount  to  very  little,  unless  it  is  distended,  so  as  to  put  on  the 
stretch  all  the  corrugated  folds  of  mucous  membrane,  and  dislodge 
all  mucous  accumulations.  This  can  be  very  ingeniously  done  by 
first  injecting  a  weak  solution  of  cocaine  into  the  bladder  through 
the  soft  rubber  catheter,  before  attaching  syphon  of  syringe.  This 
will  prevent  spasm  of  the  bladder  during  the  operation.  Then  fill 
the  fountain  of  syringe  with  warm  water  representing  the  capacity 
of  the  distended  bladder.  You  can  place  fountain  of  syringe  at  any 
desired  height.  When  all  the  water  is  in  the  bladder,  disconnect 
the  catheter  from  syphon  of  syringe,  and  allow  everything  to  wash 
out  through  the  catheter.  Then  repeat  the  operation  with  a  two 
per  cent,  solution  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  so  as  to  completely  cut  all 
the  mucus  out  of  the  corrugated  folds  of  mucous  membrane,  and 
again  wash  out  through  the  catheter.    A  few  applications  of  this 
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kind,  if  the  patient  is  kept  quiet  and  warm,  and  under  the  influence 
of  remedies  to  make  his  urine  bland,  will  suffice  for  a  complete 
cure.  I  think  the  most  grateful  patient  I  ever  had,  was  a  lady  who 
had  suffered  for  more  than  a  year  with  catarrh  of  the  bladder,  who 
was  cured  completely  by  one  application.  Of  course,  constitutional 
conditions  should  be  looked  after,  such  as  the  uric  acid  dia- 
thesis, etc. 

Next,  I  wish  to  mention  a  method  of  treating  a  case  of  placenta 
praevia.  Case:  Mrs.  N.  was  taken  in  labor,  at  full  term,  about  a 
year  ago.  Had  been  having  ante-partem  hemorrhages  for  two 
weeks  previous — at  one  time  hemorrhage  was  profuse.  The  physi- 
cian in  attendance  found  her  exsanguined,  and  fainting  from  loss  of 
blood,  with  hemorrhage  still  pouring  from  her.  There  was  no 
probability  of  labor  terminating  itself  speedily,  as  the  os  was  only 
dilated  the  size  of  half  a  dollar,  and  pains  were  feeble  and  irregu- 
lar. I  was  sent  for,  and  reached  the  case  in  a  few  minutes.  Found 
her  fainting  every  few  minutes,  and  blood  still  pouring  from  her. 
The  physician  in  attendance  had  apprised  her  husband  of  impend- 
ing death,  and  had  written  a  telegram  to  be  sent  to  her  mother  in 
a  distant  State,  that  she  was  dying.  Her  countenance  had  the  ex- 
treme palor  of  death;  breathing  was  shallow  and  irregular. 

On  examination,  I  found  the  placenta  presenting,  and  removed  a 
small  bit  of  it  to  be  certain  of  my  diagnosis.  The  Doctor  thought 
it  useless  to  try  to  do  anything  further.  However,  we  quickly 
agreed  to  try  to  deliver  her,  if  she  died  while  we  were  making  the 
attempt.  We  raised  her  bed  so  as  to  make  her  heels  about  three 
feet  higher  than  her  body.  The  heart  was  so  feeble,  this  stopped 
the  hemorrhage  completely.  I  introduced  the  largest  size  Barnes' 
dilator.  Dilation  was  easy  and  rapid,  owing  to  the  relaxed  con- 
dition of  patient.  The  dilator  brought  on  efficient  pains.  I  re- 
moved the  placenta  and  performed  version.  I  suppose  we  com- 
pleted the  dilation,  version  and  delivery  in  ten  minutes.  Con- 
traction was  good,  and  patient  made  a  good  recovery. 

I  forgot  to  say,  fainting  ceased  as  soon  as  we  increased  the  ele- 
vation of  toot  of  the  bed,  which  threw  all  the  blood  she  had  to  the 
heart  and  brain,  blood  supply  to  these  centers  of  life  being  a  con- 
dition of  the  performance  of  their  vital  functions. 
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I  believe  it  possible  to  save  the  mother  in  most  cases  of  placenta 
praevia  by  means  of  gravitation,  Barnes'  dilators,  and  version. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  make  an  observation  on  the  abuse 
of  quinine  in  typhoid  fever,  at  the  close  of  this  paper.  Quinine 
has  a  powerful  effect  over  the  vaso-motor  nervous  system,  and  pre- 
disposes to  hemorrhage.  You  can  demonstrate  this  by  giving  a 
lady  a  large  dose  of  quinine  during  menstruation.  In  the  majority 
of  instances  it  will  excite  sufficient  hemorrhage  to  place  her  in  bed. 
I  have  a  case  in  private  practice,  in  which  a  single  dose  of  quinine 
produces  hematuria.  In  a  case  of  purpura  hsemorrhagica  associ- 
ated with  epistaxis,  every  time  I  gave  a  dose  of  quinine  it  excited 
hemorrhage.  I  am  satisfied  I  have  seen  more  than  one  case  of 
hemorrhage  of  the  bowels  in  typhoid  fever  induced  by  large  doses 
of  quinine. 

It  may  be  insisted  that  hemorrhage  in  typhoid  fever  is  due  to  a 
dyscrasia  of  the  blood  and  a  loss  of  tone  in  the  vaso-motor  nervous 
system.  A  predisposition  to  hemorrhage  only  enforces  the  reason 
why  quinine  should  be  thought  dangerous. 

A  liability  to  excite  hemorrhage  is  not  the  only  objection  to 
quinine  in  typhoid  fever.  It  irritates  the  stomach,  and  causes  the 
patient  to  loathe  food,  often  exciting  vomiting,  and  completely  in- 
terfering with  nutrition,  which  is  sheet  anchor  in  the  treatment. 

There  is  yet  another  objection  to  quinine  in  this  fever.  It  is  a 
great  irritant  to  an  ulcer.  You  can  demonstrate  this  by  bathing  a 
slight  sore  on  your  hand  in  a  solution  of  quinine.  You  will  scarcely 
be  able  to  heal  it  while  the  application  is  continued.  This  serves 
to  illustrate  the  effect  of  quinine  on  the  ulcerated  Peyer's  patches,, 
inflaming  and  deepening  the  ulcers,  to  say  nothing  of  the  danger 
of  exciting  hemorrhage  from  that  locality. 

The  best  authors  do  not  claim  that  quinine  will  either  abort  or 
abridge  the  duration  of  typhoid  fever.  In  my  opinion,  its  antipy- 
retic effect  is  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  inconvenience  and 
dangers  of  its  use,  as  we  have  much  more  reliable  and  less  dan- 
gerous agents  that  will  control  temperature.  The  germ  of  typhoid 
fever  is  of  animal  origin,  and  is  not  destroyed  by  quinine,  as  is  its 
cousin,  the  bacillus  malariae,  which  is  of  vegetable  parentage.  How- 
ever, in  a  malarial  district,  if  I  believed  the  patient  impressed 
with  malaria,  I  would  give  it,  sufficient  to  overcome  periodicity,  and 
then  discontinue  its  use. 
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CONGESTION  OF  THE  BRAIN  FOLLOWED  BY  AMNESIC  APHASIA. 


By  A.  H.  McCord,  M.  D.,  Rusk,  Texas. 

Read  before  East  Texas  Medical  Association,  and  by  vote  of  Society  sent  for  publi- 
cation in  Daniel's  Texas  Medica.  Journal. 

WAS  called  in  haste  on  February  26,  1S86,  to  visit  OllieC. — , 
age  about  six  years,  female,  white,  a  bright  and  intelligent 
little  girl.  She  had  been  "chilling"  for  several  days,  had  one  that 
morning  at  9  o'clock;  was  about  1  p.  m.,  when  I  arrived.  She  was 
seized  with  convulsion  just  as  I  entered  the  house,  which  lasted 
about  fifteen  minutes,  after  which  there  was  tonic  spasms  of  the 
fingers  of  both  hands,  and  the  forearms  were  flexed  upon  the  arms, 
also  of  the  muscles  of  the  lower  jaw — trismus, — with  incessant 
clonic  spasm  of  the  muscles  of  the  right  side  of  the  face  for 
nearly  two  hours.  The  treatment  consisted  in  the  use  of  sinapisms, 
the  entire  length  of  the  spinal  column  and  over  the  epigastrium, 
hot  baths,  and  cold,  applied  to  the  head.  While  waiting  for  my  hy- 
podermic syringe  to  come,  gave  per  rectum,  a  large  dose  of 
brom.  pot,  tinct.  digitalis,  fid.  ext.  ergot,  and  chloroform  by  in- 
halation, which,  in  a  great  measure,  controlled  the  clonic  spasm  of 
the  face.  One  hour  after,  gave  hypodermic  dose,  in  arm,  of  10  grs. 
chloral  hydrat.  and  8  drops  tinct.  digitalis;  and  before  a  sufficient 
interval  had  elapsed  for  another  dose,  the  spasm  and  trismus  were 
relieved  so  that  she  could  swallow.  The  course  then  pursued  was 
in  the  use  of  depressor-motors  to  quiet  the  nervous  system — to 
prevent  the  return  of  convulsions,  and  to  ward  off  a  malarial  par- 
oxysm the  next  morning,  which  I  succeeded  in  doing.  Conscious- 
ness did  not  return  for  more  than  twenty-four  hours  after  the  con- 
vulsive seizure.  When  she  did  become  gradually  conscious,  there 
was  noticeable  a  complete  amnesic  aphasia,  her  entire  vocabulary 
consisting  of  the  two  monosyllables,  "  yes,"  "no,"  indiscriminately 
used.  There  was  no  paralysis  of  .any  character,  except  memory 
of  her  former  stock  of  articulate  language.  She  very  soon  con- 
structed a  pantomime  system  of  expressing  her  wants — her  likes 
and  dislikes,  by  movements  of  the  hands  and  head,  or  by  leading 
you  to  the  object  desired.  Under  a  tonic  course  of  treatment,  she 
soon  regained  her  physical  health,  but  it  was  not  until  after  the 
lapse  of  four  or  six  months,  that  she  had  re-learned  enough  words 
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to  express  herself  in  articulate  language.  I  say  "  re-learned,"  be- 
cause she  was  re-taught  as  at  first— as  the  infant  is  taught.  And 
to-day,  about  nineteen  months  since  her  sickness,  her  vocabulary 
is  not  so  good  as  previous  to  that  ill-fated  hour. 

Was  the  aphasia  caused  by  a  prolonged  hyperemia  of  the  brain? 
or  was  it  due  to  extravasation  of  blood  in  the  cineritious  substance 
of  the  Island  of  Reil  ?  Was  it  uni-lateral,  or  bi-lateral  ?  Or  may 
it  not  have  been  caused  by  a  peculiar  manifestation  of  malaria  ? 
as  she  lived  in  the  swamps  of  the  Angelina  river. 


By  E.  Meirhofy  M.  I).,  Attendant  Out- Door  Department  Mt.  Sinai 
Hospital,  New  York. 


HE  various  causes  giving  rise  to  ear-pain  are,  I  regret  to  state, 


_J_  not  only  overlooked,  but  often  knowingly  ignored  by  the 
general  practitioner.  It  is  true  that  the  ignorance  prevailing  re- 
garding diseases  of  the  ear  is,  in  a  great  measure,  pardonable,  ow- 
ing to  the  limited  clinical  experience  heretofore  obtained  during  a 
regular  course  of  medical  education.  Fortunately  it  is,  that  in  the 
large  majority,  cases  of  ear-pain,  except  where  bony  structure  is 
involved,  are  spontaneously  relieved  by  nature,  after  a  few  hours  or 
days.  There  are  a  number  of  causes  in  the  production  of  ear-pain. 
Youth  and  childhood  are  more  susceptible  to  pain  in  and  about 
the  ears  than  those  of  maturer  years.  Ear-pain  is  generally  of  one 
or  two  forms — reflex  or  inflammatory.  The  reflex  form  is  oftener 
met  with  during  childhood,  being  frequently  due  to  the  process  of 
dentition.  Occasionally  the  eruption  of  the  wisdom  teeth  gives 
rise  to  ear-pain.  When  ear-pajn  is  reflex,  it  is  characterized  by  the 
intermittence  of  the  pain.  By  day  it  is  often  absent,  but  at  night 
it  asserts  itself  sufficiently  to  make  amends  tor  the  lost  time  which 
the  patient  has  not  spent  in  suffering  during  the  day.  Its  non-in- 
flammatory character  may  be  recognized  by  the  fact  that  pressure 
upon  and  around  the  orifice  of  the  external  auditory  canal,  or 
pulling  on  the  auricle  does  not  cause  or  increase  pain.    In  young 
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children,  an  examination  of  the  tympanic  membrane  is  frequently 
unsatisfactory,  and  therefore  negative  in  its  result.  A  sufferer  from 
ear-pain  having  no  fever,  no  discharge  from  the  ear,  the  tympanic 
membrane  translucent,  with  no  blood  vessels  coursing  over  its  sur- 
face,* no  increased  pain  on  pressure  over  the  ear,  the  painful  par- 
oxysms frequently  nocturnal,  may  generally  be  considered  as  hav- 
ing a  reflex  form  of  ear-pain. 

The  inflammatory  forms  of  ear-pain  are  various.  In  one  class  . 
of  cases  the  pain  is  caused  by  an  inflammation  of  the  external 
canal,  either  by  a  furuncle,  or  a  more  diffuse  inflammation  of  lin- 
ing of  the  canal;  sometimes  impacted  cerumen  may  give  rise  to 
pain,  and  of  these,  the  furuncular  form  of  inflammation,  the  prac- 
titioner is  apt  to  meet  frequently.  Of  the  other  forms  of  ear  in- 
flammation which  give  rise  to  pain,  there  are  the  acute  catarrhal, 
and  the  acute  suppurative  inflammation  of  the  middle  ear;  also 
chronic  suppurative  disease  of  the  middle  ear,  complicated  with 
polypi,  and  its  extension  to  the  mastoid  cells. 

As  I  am  dealing  with  pain  and  its  relief,  I  therefore  desire  to 
treat  of  pain  in  an  abstract  way,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  making 
some  suggestions  as  to  the  relief  of  the  most  urgent  symptom  in 
connection  with  diseases  of  the  ear. 

I  have  found  from  experience,  that  in  the  majority  of  cases,  relief 
can  be  afforded  by  local  measures  alone;  although  occasionally,  it 
is  necessary  to  resort  to  internal  treatment.  For  the  relief  of  re- 
flex ear-pain,  atropine  stands  first  on  the  list  of  remedies;  and  fre- 
quently this  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  subdue  it.  A  one  per  cent 
solution  is  a  strength  commonly  used.  After  cleansing  the  exter- 
nal auditory  canal,  a  piece  of  absorbent  cotton  is  packed  into  the 
canal,  and  saturated  with  the  above  solution.  Cocaine  seldom 
gives  as  much  relief  as  atropine.  I  wish  to  warn  the  reader  that 
atropinization  has  occurred,  at  which  there  need  be  no  alarm. 
Another  local  remedy  which  will  be  found  efficient,  is  painting  the 
surface  over  the  mastoid  process,  around  auricle  beneath  the  lobe 
and  in  front  of  the  orifice  of  the  canal,  with  a  liquid,  made  by  rub- 
bing equal  parts  of  camphor  and  chloral  hydrate  together;  this 
may  be  repeated  every  two  hours.  The  internal  exhibition  of  such 
drugs  as  the  bromides,  hyosciamus,  opium,  etc.,  which  lessen  reflex 
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excitability,  may  be  found  occasionally  necessary;  but  the  writer 
seldom  resorts  to  them  for  the  relief  of  reflex  ear-pain. 

Pain  from  a  furuncle  is  best  relieved  by  an  early  incision  through 
the  base  of  the  swelling.  Do  not  nick  the  boil,  because  this  often 
makes  matters  worse;  but  make  the  incision  from  the  base  up- 
wards, through  the  apex.  It  is  the  tension  caused  by  the  unyield- 
ing nature  of  the  tissues,  which  makes  a  boil  in  this  region,  so  ex- 
quisitely painful,  and  therefore  the  need  of  an  early  incision;  the 
soreness  left  may  be  alleviated  by  the  use  of  atropine.  The  dif- 
fuse form  of  inflammation  of  external  auditory  canal  is  often 
caused  by  a  number  of  boils,  or  a  diffuse  cellulitis.  In  these  cases 
the  lumen  of  the  canal  is  quite  occluded,  and  a  stream  of  water, 
hot  as  the  patient  can  bear,  directed  to  the  ear  about  the  orifice, 
for  about  ten  minutes  every  hour  or  two,  will  materially  lessen  the 
swelling,  or  an  incision  may  be  made  in  the  part  most  swollen,  and 
hot  water  used  subsequently.  In  directing  the  hot  water,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  pull  on  the  pinna,  in  order  to  straighten  the  canal,  as 
is  usually  done  for  the  removal  of  impacted  cerumen,  foreign 
bodies,  etc.,  but  simply  direct  the  stream  against  the  auricle 
around  the  orifice,  without  touching  it.  If  there  be  any  fear  of  the 
hot  water  finding  its  way  in  the  canal,  a  piece  of  absorbent  cotton 
may  be  placed  in  the  orifice  if  possible.  It  may  also  be  necessary 
to  administer  morphine  to  aid  in  the  relief  of  pain. 

Acute  catarrhal  and  acute  suppurative  inflammation  of  the 
middle  ear,  the  general  practitioner  frequently  meets  in  scarlet 
fever,  diphtheria,  measles,  etc.  The  relief  from  ear  pain  in  these 
cases  is  frequently  ignored.  Here,  again,  a  solution  of  atropine 
will  very  often  give  much  relief,  and  thereby  save  patients  a  great 
deal  of  suffering  and  exhaustion.  An  incision  or  puncture  into  the 
drumhead  does  not  always  relieve  pain,  neither  is  harm  done  if  pus 
is  not  found;  but  much  good  may  be  done  in  anticipating  a  de- 
structive process  which  may  take  place  for  pent  up  pus  to  find  an 
exit.  Inflation  of  the  middle  ear  should  not  be  neglected  in  con- 
nection with  other  treatment,  as  it  is  a  necessary  adjunct,  whether 
ear  disease  is  accompanied  by  pain  or  not.  Pain,  as  met  in  chronic 
suppurative  inflammation  of  the  middle  ear,  urgently  calls  for  re- 
lief; as  this  is  usual  evidence  of  the  extension  of  the  long  standing 
inflammation  to  deeper  portions  than  the  soft  parts;  and  as  inflam- 
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mation  of  the  perimastoideum,  and  mastoid  cells  is  generally  a 
slower  process  than  the  acute  affections  already  mentioned,  some- 
thing can  be  done  to  relieve  the  pain  by  therapeutic  measures;  but 
surgical  interference  is  often  required.  The  external  auditory  ca- 
nal should  be  cleansed,  either  by  cotton  mops,  or  by  a  warm 
stream  of  any  reliable  antiseptic  solution;  if  the  patient  is  not  very 
much  reduced,  several  leeches  might  be  applied  in  front  of  the  ear; 
not  on  the  mastoid  process,  as  is  often  done.  The  constant  appli- 
cation of  a  small  ice  bag  over  the  mastoid  region,  together  with  the 
internal  use  of  quinine  and  morphine  will  aid  materially  in  relieving 
pain,  etc.;  but  surgical  interference  should  not  be  put  off  too  Jong 
if  pain,  etc.,  is  not  relieved  in  a  reasonable  time. 


IOGRAPHY, 


THOMAS  DUDLEY  WOOTEN,  M.  D. 


Thomas  Dudley  Wooten,  now  of  Austin,  was  born  in  Barren 
County,  Kentucky,  on  ^he  6th  of  March,  1829.  His  parents  were 
from  Virginia,  having  removed  to  Kentucky  in  the  early  settlement 
of  its  southern  portion.  Acquiring  extensive  landed  interests  in 
the  new  country,  his  father,  Joseph  Wooten,  by  that  thrift  and  atten- 
tion to  administrative  details  so  characteristic  of  the  better  class 
of  the  old  southern  farmers,  rapidly  established  a  large  plantation, 
with  all  the  appointments  of  field,  shop,  mill  and  stock  farm  which 
rendered  the  early  homesteads  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  so  at- 
tractive, so  efficient  and  so  valuable  as  training  schools  of  industry 
and  self-reliance  to 'the  youths  who  shared  their  labor  and  man- 
agement. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest  but  one  of  several 
sons,  and  the  death  of  his  father  left  him,  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years,  virtual  master  of  the  farm  and  slaves,  with  all  the  toil  and 
responsibility  incident  to  the  successful  control  and  administra- 
tion of  the  large  estate.  These  he  assumed  and  discharged  for 
several  years,  receiving  and  acquiring  in  the  meanwhile  such  edu- 
cation as  the  schools  of  the  country  permitted  and  his  own  diligent 
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reading  and  study,  prosecuted  at  night  and  in  the  intervals  of  labor, 
afforded. 

Nearing  his  majority  he  began  the  study  of  medicine,  and  after 
a  year's  reading  in  the  office  of  Dr.  George  Rogers  in  the  town  of 
Glasgow,  he  entered  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Louisville,  in  the  fall  of  185 1.  That  venerable  institution  was  then 
second  to  none  in  the  Union  in  its  medical  faculty  and  course  of 
instruction,  numbering  among  its  professors  such  men  as  the  elders 
Flint,  Gross  and  Yandell,  Drake,  Caldwell,  Silliman  and  Miller. 
Before  completing  his  medical  course  he  was  married  to  Miss. 
Henrietta  C.  Goodall,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Turner  Goodall,  a  suc- 
cessful practitioner  of  Tompkinsville,  Monroe  County,  Ken- 
tucky. 

Graduating  in  the  spring  of  1853,  Dr.  Wooten  located  at  Tomp- 
kinsville and  entered  upon  the  active  practice,  with  the  usual  ex- 
periences and  successes  of  the  young  physician  in  a  country  town. 
In  the  early  part  of  1856  he  removed  to  Springfield  in  southwes- 
tern Missouri,  where  for  the  first  year  he  was  engaged  in  building 
and  improving  a  home  and  establishing  a  farm  near  the  young  and 
growing  city.  This  accomplished,  he  at  once  resumed  his  profes- 
sional life,  and  was  soon  established  in  a  lucrative  and  constantly 
increasing  practice.  Although  then,  as  now,  he  pursued  the  prac- 
tice of  his  chosen  science  in  all  its  branches,  and  set  up  no  claims 
as  a  specialist,  yet  from  the  first  his  marked  success  and  skill  in 
surgery,  gynaecology  and  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  eye  ren- 
dered his  reputation  in  those  special  directions  a  matter  of  public 
and  professional  comment  and  approval.  When  the  war  began  he 
had  laid  the  foundations  of  a  confortable  fortune  and  a  successful 
career,  which  were  swept  away  by  that  great  revolution. 

Missouri's  peculiar  attitude  toward  the  Rebellion  is  a  matter  of 
history.  She  occupied  the  position  at  first  of  neutrality,  and  af- 
terwards of  armed  defence  of  her  own  soil  and  sovereignty  against 
invasion  by  the  Union  armies.  By  the  necessities  of  the  case  she 
naturally  allied  herself  to  the  seceding  States,  and  eventually  the 
force  of  circumstances  and  the  sympathies  of  her  people  com. 
pelled  a  merger  of  her  military  organization  in  that  of  the  Sou- 
thern Confederacy. 

When  the  State  decided  to  maintain  her  position  of  sovereign 
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neutrality  and  called  for  troops,  in  June,  1861,  Dr.  Wooten  enlis- 
ted as  private  in  the  company  of  Col.  Richard  Campbell.  Upon 
the  organization  of  the  forces  in  southwestern  Missouri,  a  little 
later,  he  was  made  surgeon  of  Foster's  regiment,  being  the  Second 
regiment,  Seventh  division,  Missouri  State  Troops,  commanded  by 
Gen.  McBride.  After  the  battle  of  Oak  Hills  (Wilson's  Creek), 
Aug.  10th,  1861,  he  was  appointed  Chief  Surgeon  of  McBride's 
Division.  Following  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge  (Elk  Horn),  he  was 
appointed  Surgeon  General  of  all  the  Missouri  forces,  vice  Dr. 
Snodgrass  resigned.  When  the  Missouri  army  was  turned  over  to 
the  Confederacy  and,  together  with  the  Arkansas  troops,  formed 
into  the  First  Army  Corps  of  the  West,  he  was  selected  by  the 
medical  staff  of  the  army  as  Medical  Director  of  the  Corps,  with 
rank  on  the  staff  of  Maj.-Gen.  Sterling  Price  commanding. 

Upon  the  transfer  of  this  command  to  the  east  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  and  after  the  battle  of  Farmington,  Gen.  Price  was  placed 
in  command  of  the  District  of  Tennessee,  embracing  the  States  of 
Tennessee,  Mississippi,  Louisiana  and  part  of  Alabama,  and  Dr. 
Wooten  was  made  Medical  Director  of  the  District.  At  that  time 
the  field  and  hospital  service  being  consolidated  and  there  being 
some  fifteen  thousand  wounded  and  sick  in  hospital  and  repeated 
engagements  in  the  field,  the  labor  of  the  chief  medical  officer  was 
immense  and  required  the  exercise  of  the  greatest  vigilance,  firm- 
ness and  skill,  all  of  which  were  displayed  abundantly  and  satis- 
factorily by  Dr.  Wooten.  WThen  Price  was  again  ordered  to  the 
West  and  placed  in  command  of  the  District  of  Arkansas,  Dr. 
Wooten  retained  position  on  his  staff  and  served  as  Medical  Di- 
rector of  that  district  to  the  end  of  the  war,  being  for  a  time  on 
the  staff  of  General  Magruder,  during  Price's  last  raid  into  Mis- 
souri. 

Dr.  Wooten's  rapid  rise  and  sustained  success  in  the  army  were 
somewhat  remarkable.  Only  thirty-two  years  old  at  the  outbreak 
of  hostilities,  with  but  four  years  residence  and  acquaintance  in 
Missouri,  with  no  previous  military  experience,  no  political  pres- 
tige or  professional  affiliations,  he  enlisted  as  a  private,  and  after  a 
few  months,  in  competition  with  some  of  the  most  eminent  and 
influential  medical  men  of  St.  Louis  and  the  West,  he  rose  to  the 
highest  medical  rank  in  the  service  of  the  State,  and  to  the  Medi- 
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cal  Directorship  of  the  Western  Army  Corps,  retaining  to  the 
close,  his  position  on  the  staff,  and  his  place  in  the  confidence 
and  affection  of  Missouri's  devoted  old  warrior  and  chieftain. 

At  the  end  of  the  war,  completely  ruined  in  fortune,  though  in- 
fluenced to  locate  in  some  of  the  larger  cities,  he  settled  at  Paris, 
Texas,  in  1865,  where  he  soon  built  up  a  very  large  practice.  Still 
maintaining  his  early  aptitude  and  skill  in  the  directions  above  re- 
ferred to,  and  reinforced  by  a  four  years  experience  in  the  active 
and  stirring  emergencies  of  the  field  and  hospital,  his  success  in 
all  the  more  difficult  tasks  of  surgery  and  general  practice  fully 
sustained  in  civil  life  the  reputation  he  had  won  in  military  cir- 
cles. During  the  ten  years  he  resided  in  Paris,  besides  a  large  lo- 
cal patronage,  he  drew  his  patients  from  a  large  part  of  northern 
and  eastern  Texas  and  from  Arkansas,  Louisiana  and  the  Indian 
Territory. 

Removing  to  Austin  in  January,  1876,  he  has  continued  the  same 
assiduous  devotion  to  his  profession  and  been  liberally  rewarded 
with  the  same  recognition  of  his  professional  skill  at  home  and 
from  a  distance. 

His  reputation  and  success  as  a  surgeon  are  part  of  the  history 
of  the  medical  profession  of  the  State,  and  require  no  detailed  men- 
tion. His  has  been  a  life  rather  of  active  attention  to  the  duties 
of  a  laborious  practice  than  an  attempt  to  gain  fame  by  devotion 
to  the  literary  field  of  thought  and  investigation.  He  has  never 
contributed  much  to  medical  literature,  rarely  writing  for  the  re- 
views and  seldom  appearing  before  the  State  and  local  Associations 
except  when  officially  called  upon.  Reports  of  his  operations  and 
notes  of  his  cases  would  have  formed  valuable  additions  to  cur- 
ent  professional  discussions,  but  he  has  apparently  had  neither  the 
time  nor  the  inclination  to  preserve  or  make  them  public.  He  has 
been  a  prominent  member  of  the  State  Medical  Association,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Association  and  the  Ameri- 
can Public  Health  Association,  to  both  of  which  bodies  he  has 
been  a  delegate  from  Texas.  He  was  elected  at  the  last  regular 
meeting  of  the  State  Association  a  delegate  to  the  International 
Medical  Congress  at  Washington. 

Upon  the  organization  of  the  District  Medical  Society  at  Austin 
a  few  weeks  since,  he  was  elected  its  first  President. 
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When  the  University  of  Texas  was  finally  inaugurated,  in  i88t, 
Dr.  Wooten  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Roberts  one  of  the  original 
Regents  of  that  institution,  to  which  position  he  was  re-appointed 
by  Gov.  Ireland.  He  has  Irom  the  first  been  a  most  active  and 
earnest  friend  of  the  University,  and  has  labored  for  its  successful 
and  efficient  establishment  with  a  zeal  and  fidelity  that  have  fal- 
tered under  none  of  the  discouraging  indifference  and  hostility  to 
the  State's  great  seat  of  learning.  Being  the  only  member  of  the 
Regency  resident  at  the  capital,  the  greater  part  of  the  incessant 
vigilance  and  labor  required  to  properly  administer  the  affairs  of 
the  institution  has  fallen  upon  him. 

In  January,  1886,  Dr.  Ashbel  Smith,  President  of  the  Board,  ha- 
ving died  the  autumn  previous,  Dr.  Wooten  was  unanimously  elec- 
ted President  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  University  of  Texas, 
which  position  he  still  holds. 


THE  SOUTHERN  SURGICAL  AND  GYNECOLOGICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


The  meeting  for  the  permanent  organization  of  the  Southern 
Surgical  and  Gynecological  Association  was  held  in  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  on  the  12th  of  October,  pursuant  to  a  call  by  the  Alabama 
Surgical  and  Gynecological  Association,  and  was  prompted  by  the 
many  urgent  requests  of  the  most  prominent  physicians  in  the 
South,  that  the  Alabama  Association  would  extend  its  membership 
so  as  to  include  all  the  Southern  States. 

With  this  plan  in  view,  the  Secretary  of  the  Association  was 
authorized  to  correspond  with  a  number  of  the  leading  physicians 
of  each  State  and  invite  them  to  attend  the  annual  session  of  the 
Alabama  Surgical  and  Gynecological  Association  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  organizing  such  a  society  at  that  time. 

Dr.  H.  N.  Rosser  was  made  temporary  chairman,  and  Dr.  W.  E. 
B.  Davis,  secretary. 

Membership  was  extended  to  the  members  of  the  Alabama  Sur- 
gical and  Gynecological  Association,  and  to  those  who  had  re- 
sponded fovorably  to  the  secretary.     The  Constitution  and  By- 
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Laws  differ  from  the  State  organization  only  in  some  minor  partic- 
ulars, made  necessary  by  the  enlarged  scope  of  the  new  organiza- 
tion. The  Association  includes  all  the  Southern  States,  and  its 
meetings  will  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September  of  each 
year  at  such  places  as  may  be  selected  by  the  Association. 
The  following  officers  were  elected: 

Dr.  W.  D.  Haggard,  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  President;  Drs.  R.  D. 
Webb  and  J.  W.  Sears,  both  of  Birmingham,  First  and  Second  Vice- 
Presidents,  respectively;  Dr.  W.  E.  B.  Davis,  of  Birmingham, 
Secretary;  and  Dr.  H.  P.  Cochrane,  of  Birmingham,  Treasurer. 

The  Judicial  Council  consists  of  the  following: 

Dr.  Jno.  S.  Cain,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  Dr.  Hunter  McGuire,  Rich- 
mond, Va.;  Dr.  J.  M.  Taylor,  Corinth,  Miss.;  Dr.  DeSaussure  Ford, 
Augusta,  Ga.;  Dr.  R.  A.  Kinloch,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Dr.  W.  F.  Hyer,  of  Holly  Springs,  Miss.;  was  elected  orator  for 
the  next  annual  session,  which  will  be  held  in  Birmingham. 
THE  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Publication  Committee. — Drs.  W.  E.  B.  Davis,  R.  D.Webb  and 
W.  Locke  Chew. 

Committee  of  Arrangements. — Drs.  J.  D.  S.  Davis, 
Hughes,  J.  C.  Dozier,  J.  B.  Luckie  and  J.  S.  Gilespie. 

The  Publication  Committee  was  authorized  to  invite  known 
workers  in  Surgery  and  Gynecology  to  become  members  of  the 
Association. 


AUSTIN  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  following  circular  has  been  issued: 

Austin,  texas,  Nov.  8th,  1887. 

Dear  Doctor. — On  the  eighth  of  September  last  about  twenty- 
five  physicians  of  Travis  and  adjacent  counties  met  in  the  city  of 
Austin,  and  organized  the  "Austin  District  Medical  Society,"  with 
the  view  to  the  futher  development  and  promotion  of  medical 
science,  and  the  establishing  of  a  closer  professional  brotherhood. 

The  next  meeting  is  fixed  at  Austin,  for  December  8,  1887. 

The  papers  to  be  read  for  discussion  on  said  occasion  embrace 
the  following  subjects: 

"Gastrotomy,"  a  case,  by  Dr.  J.  A.  Black,  Round  Rock. 

■"Puerperal  Septicaemia,"  by  Dr.  L.  D.  Hill,  Webberville. 
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"Typhoid  Fever,"  by  Dr.  W.  A.  Morris,  Austin. 

"Errors  of  Refraction,"  by  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner,  Austin. 

We  earnestly  and  cordially  invite  you  to  meet  with  us  on  this 
occasion  and  participate  in  the  discussions,  which  will  be  a  most 
interesting  feature;  and,  if  you  are  not  already  a  member  to 
identify  yourself  at  once^with  the  Society. 

Judging  from  the  success  of  the  initial  meeting,  we  feel  safe  in 
saying  that  a  right  royal  time  will  be  had  and  much  practical  and 
useful  work  will  be  accomplished. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Thos.  D.  Wooten,  M.D. 
T.  J.  Bennett,  M.  D.  Sec'y.  President. 

In  addition  to  the  above  it  is  expected  that  Dr.  F.  T.  Paine  will 
be  present,  and  read  a  peper  on,  or  make  some  demonstrations  in 
electro-therapeutics;  and  Dr.  Menger,  of  San  Antonio,  has  forward- 
ed to  Dr.  Daniel,  who  will  exhibit  them  on  this  occasion,  a  collec- 
tion of  micro-photographs  of  various  subjects,  —  including  blood 
corpuscles  of  various  annimals. — Amongst  the  latter  is  one  of  the 
blood  of  a  cow,  suffering  with  fever,  in  the  center  of  the  corpuscles 
of  which  can  be  seen  a  micrococcus,  said  to  be  identical  with  that 
of  dengue,  first  discovered  by  Dr.  McLaughlin.  Perhaps  Dr. 
Menger  may  be  present;  if  so,  he  will  exhibit  these  micro-photo- 
graphs, and  explain  them.    Let  all  attend  who  can. 


TO  REGULATE  THE  PRACTICE  IN  ALL  THE  STATES. 

It  is,  perhaps,  not  generally  known,  that  at  the  June  '87  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Medical  Association,  a  resolution  was  adopted 
appointing  a  committee  of  five,  to  report  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Section  or  State  Medicine  next  year,  to  frame  a  bill,  for  recom- 
mandation  to  different  States,  regulating  the  practice  of  medicine. 
This  committee  consists  of  Dr.  P.  Millard  and  Dr.  H.  A.  Johnson, 
of  Chicago,  Dr.  Geo.  B.  Belt,  of  Mass.,  and  Dr.  C.  W.  Dulles,  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Our  committee  should  communicate  with  them. 

Apropos.  Dr.  Frank  H.  Tucker,  of  San  Augustine,  Texas,  has 
been  appointed  on  the  committee  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, entrusted  with  work  in  this  department,  in  place  of  Dr.  C. 
H.  Wilkinson,  who  was  excused  by  President  Buroughs. 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


PHILLIPS'  PALATABLE  COD-LIVER  OIL 

EMULSION. 

By  reason  of  its  high  standard  of  excellence,  reliability,  and  uniformity,  which  has 
been  maintained  since  its  introduction,  enjoys  the  confidence  of  many  physicians.  It 
exhibits  the  most  minute  division  of  the  oil-globules  yet  attained  in  an  emuls- 
ion, and  by  reason  of  its  perfect  miscibility  in  milk,  water  or  other  fluid, 

it  is  easy  of  administration  or  assimilation. 

As  it  presents  many  features  of  superiority,  physicians  still  unacquainted  with  it 
are  respectfully  urged  to  examine  it. 

ATTENTION  IS  ALSO  ASKED  TO 

PHILLIPS'  DIGESTIBLE  COCOA. 

It  furnishes  a  reliable  article  of  diet  for  the  sick  room,  and  a  suitable  substitufe  for 
Tea  or  Coffee  for  every  day  use.  The  fat  of  the  Cocoa  (usually  the  disturbing-  ele- 
ment) is  herein  dig-ested  by  means  of  Pancreatine,  and  there  is  none  of  the  feeling-  of 
heaviness,  depression  and  headache  (so  common  after  drinking  the  ordinary  Cocoas 
or  Chocolates),  following- the  use  of  this  preparation.  It  makes  a  delicious  bever- 
age, and  is  nourishing;  to  a  high,  degree.  It  is  often  digested  when  milk  or 
other  nutrients  cause  distress,  and  therefore  becomes  a  superior  food  in  irritable 
conditions  of  the  stomach.  

PHOSPHO-MURIATB  OF  QUININE, 

(Compound) 

AKeliable  General  Tonic  and  Antiperiodic.  We  are  now  introducing-  this  elegant 
combination  of  our  Wheat  Phosphates,  with  Quinine.  Iron,  and  Strychnia,  and  ask 
an  examination  of  it  by  the  Medical  Profession.  Jt  will  be  found  efficacious  in  a 
large  class  of  Pathological  conditions.  Circulars  and  samples  supplied. 

Our  preparations  are  to  be  had  of  druggists  generally. 
MILK  OF  MAGNESIA— An  Antacid. 
WHEAT-PHOSPHATES  (Aeid). — A  Nutrient  Tonic. 

The  Chas.  H.  Phillips  Chemical  Co.,  30  Plait  St.,  New  York. 

The  Summer  Campaign. 

rpHE  most  effective  diet,  not  medicine,  the  Medical  Profession  can  use  in  contending 
with  Cholera  Infantum,  Dysentery  and  all  intestinal  complaints,  is 

NESTLE'S  MILK  FOOD 

It  is  the  most  suitable,  safe  and  nourishing  diet  when  the  above  named  ailments 
threaten  infant  life.  We  quote  again  from  Ziemssen's  Cyclopaedia,  vol.  7,  on  the 
treatment  of  Cholera  Infantum: 

"When  the  Mother's  Milk  is  Insufficient,  Nestle's  Milk  Food 
is  alone  to  be  Recommended-" 

The  above  quotation  is  about  as  strong  and  emphatic  as  the  English  language  will 
permit,  and  we  add  thereto,  that  if  physicians  will  order  infants  under  their  care  to 
use  Nestle's  Food  as  a  diet  during  hot  weather,  in  connection  with  medical  treat- 
ment, they  will  win  in  the  fight  with  summer  complaints. 

Since  we  published  the  above,  and  other  important  testimony,  three  years  ago, 
commending  Nestle's  Food,  several  proprietors  of  infant  foods  have  felt  that  they 
also  must  say  something  about  Cholera  Infantum,  or  go  to  the  wall. 

Notwithstanding  all,  Nestle's  Food  is  the  physician's  sheet  anchor,  during  the 

k^an^pWetJoy  Prof.  Leibert,  giving  full  information,  and  sample,  sent  on  applica- 

Uon  t0  THOMAS  DEEMING-  &  CO., 

Sole  Agents,  Kew  York 

Note.— No  milk  is  required  in  preparing  Nestle's  Food,  only  water  used 


--^U      a  ofufffufftj  pr.cpa*e.k  com&luattow.  of  9TIeat-covtueTtivicj,  £at-  convert* 
jaKJ^^*"     ***<3         StaxcJV-oovvuerUvicj  STCaterlak,  acieifiek  vuUfv  tfvc  amaff  p*opo*tio+* 
of  &cio>  afvuatp  pTescvrt  m  tfic  fux»CtPn£  atowiacfi.     3t  id  a  •moot  txxfaafcte  oigoti-woj 
a<3*wt,  <m*>  SUPERIOR  TO  PEPSIN  ALONE."-Prof.  ATTFIELD,  Ph.  D.,  F.R.S.,  &C, 
*rof  of  Practical  Chemistry  to  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain. 


LACTOPEPT 


The  most  important  Remedial  Agent  ever  P*e3enl.ed  to  the  Profession,  for 
DYSPEPSIA,  VOMITING  IN  PREGNANCY] 
CHOLERA  INFANTUM, 

CONSTIPATION ,  and  all  diseases  arising  from,  imperfect  nutrition. 

ACTOPEPTINE  IN  CHOLERA  INFANTUM. 

We  desire  to  call  special  attention  to  the  great  vahie  of  Laeroncpiinc  in  Cholera  Infantum, 
nd  other  intestinal  troubles  incident  to  the  heated  term. 

Send  address  for  onr  Medicai  Almanac,  contu«n'o«  valuable  information. 


P.  0.  Eos  1574. 


THE  NEW  YORE  PEARMACAL  ASSOCIATION, 


New  York. 
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j^ORRESFONDENCE. 


A  REW  REMEDY  FOR  ASTHMA—  AS TIPYKUSE. 


Henderson,  Texas,  October  12,  1887. 
7^.      Daniel,  At.  D.,  Editor,  etc.,  Austin,  Texas. 

Dear  Sir:  Allow  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to 
this  medicine  as  a  remedy  in  this  most  distressing  of  diseases.  I 
have  not  observed,  in  my  reading,  any  mention  of  antipyrine  as  a 
remedy  for  asthma:  and  I  will  here  mention  a  case  that  I  treated 
with  this  remedy  with  marked  success. 

A  short  time  since,  I  was  called  to  see  Mr.  I.,  living  six  miles  in 
the  country.  He  is  50  years  of  age.  The  messenger  did  not  inti- 
mate to  me  what  was  the  nature  of  the  trouble;  but  the  call  was 
urgent.  I  went  at  once,  and  found  the  poor  man  suffering  intense- 
ly from  an  attack  of  asthma.  I  had  never  treated  him  before,, 
and  hence  did  not  know  what  kind  of  a  case  I  would  find,  and 
therefore  did  not  have  with  me  any  of  the  usual  remedies  used  in 
the  treatment  of  asthma,  but  was  armed  cap  a  pie  with  medicines- 
used  in  the  treatment  of  various  fevers  we  meet  with  in  this  section 
of  the  country.  Among  these  I  had  antipyrine.  I  had  been  read- 
ing of  the  good  effects  of  this  remedy  in  the  various  neurotic 
troubles,  migraine,  etc.,  and  the  idea  struck  me  that  asthma,  being 
a  nervous  affection,  the  remedy  would  prove  of  benefit  in  this  case; 
so  I  gave  him  fifteen  grains  of  the  drug,  with  directions  to  repeat 
the  dose  in  an  hour.  I  remained  with  him  till  some  time  after  the 
second  dose  was  given.  After  this,  the  improvement  was  very  per- 
ceptible. I  then  left,  with  directions  to  repeat  the  dose  as  occas- 
ion required.  He  came  to  town  in  a  few  days,  and  reported  that 
the  medicine  relieved  him  in  a  short  while.  Since.then,  antipyrine 
has  been  a  regular  "  stand-by  "  with  him.  He  visited  town  to-day 
to  lay  in  another  and  larger  supply,  telling  me  that  antipyrine  was 
"  a  good  medicine  for  asthma." 

This  one  case,  of  course,  will  not  establish  antipyrine  as  one  of 
the  standard  remedies  in  the  treatment  of  asthma;  and  this  letter 
is  not  written  for  that  purpose,  but  it  is  to  direct  attention  to  it, 
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with  the  hope  that  others  of  the  brethren  will  give  it  a  fair  trial. 
With  much  respect, 

I  am  yours, 

L.  J.  Graham,  M.  D. 


LEGAL  TEST  OF  CLAIMS  FOR  MEDICAL  SERVICES  AT  INQUESTS, 
AND  EXPERT  TESTIMONY. 


Reported  for  Daniels   Texas  Medical  Journal,   by  J.  E.  May- 
field,  M.  D.,  Nacogdoches,  Texas. 


This  is  strictly  a  test  case,  by  Dr.  Jno.  B.  Fears,  a  regular  and 
highly  respectable  general  practitioner,  living  and  practicing  near 
the  village  of  Garrison,  in  the  northern  part  of  Nacogdoches 
county,  Texas.  Dr.  Fears  was  twice  compelled,  by  officers,  to 
leave  home  and  business,  ride  seven  miles,  spend  one  entire  day,, 
extending  far  into  the  night,  make  post  mortem  examinations,  and 
give  testimony  in  the  trials.  The  trials  of  the  murderers  will  re- 
quire his  attendance  at  the  District  Court,  twenty  miles  from  his 
home  and  business,  "  from  day  to  day,  and  from  term  to  term," 
giving  expert  testimony. 

He  presented  an  account  for  these  services,  twenty  dollars  in 
each  case,  but  was  allowed  by  the  commissioners'  court  only  five- 
dollars  each.  He  appealed  to  the  justice's  court,  and  got  judgment 
for  same  amount,  the  costs  lost.  He  then  appealed  to  the  District 
Court,  with  same  result; — and  now  he  carries  it  to  the  Superior 
Court.  His  object  is  more  to  test  the  merits  of  such  cases  than  to 
recover  fees.  The  case  has  already  cost  him  far  more  than  the 
amount  of  his  claim,  besides  much  valuable  time  and  trouble.  He 
is  represented  by  able  counsel,  and  the  judge  who  tried  the  case  is 
of  the  very  highest  ability.    The  following  explains  itself: 

(Copied  from  the  Original.) 

J.  B.  Fears  //;  the   District  Court,  Nacogdoches 

vs.  \ 

Nacogdoches  County.   )  County,   Texas,  October  Term,  1887. 

In  this  case  the  Judge  files  the  following  as  his  findings  of  facts,., 
from  the  evidence  adduced  on  the  trial,  viz: 

1.    That  at  the  time  of  the  alleged  services,  plaintiff  was  a 
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practicing  physician  and  surgeon,  and  that,  as  such,  he  was  sum- 
moned by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  as  a  witness  to  testify  as  an  ex- 
pert at  the  inquests  upon  the  dead  bodies  of  William  Erwin  and 
Sailor  Scoggins;  and  that,  as  incidental  to  his  giving  testimony, 
and  to  enable  him  the  better  to  do  so,  he  was  required  to  cut  a 
bullet  from  the  leg  and  to  probe  a  wound  in  the  abdomen  of  Er- 
win, and  to  probe  a  wound  in  the  face  of  Scoggins;  that,  while 
these  operations  upon  dead  bodies,  perhaps,  required  no  surgical 
skill,  yet,  that  their  performance  by  a  surgeon,  and  testimony  in 
relation  to  the  wounds  by  him,  was  more  satisfactory  to  the  officer 
and  jury  than  from  an  unskilled  person. 

2.  That  he  was  engaged  but  a  few  minutes  less  than  one  hour, 
in  the  performance  of  each  operation,  but  that  he  lost  as  much  as 
one  day's  time  in  attending  each  inquest. 

3.  That  the  value  of  his  services,  estimated  upon  the  basis  of 
legal  witness  fees  (in  cases  where  allowed),  would  be  $1.50  in  each 
case,  and  upon  the  basis  of  a  juror,  $2.00  in  each  case,  and  upon 
the  basis  of  reasonable  charges  made  by  surgeons  in  private  cases, 
$20.00  in  each  case. 

4.  That  the  claim  sued  for  was  presented  to  the  commissioners' 
court  before  this  suit  was  begun,  and  allowed  by  said  court  for 
$5.00  in  each  case,  being  $10.00  in  the  aggregate,  and  rejected,  as 
to  the  balance,  and  that  no  part  of  said  claim  has  been  paid. 

FINDINGS  OF  LAW. 

Upon  the  foregoing  facts,  the  Judge  files  th 2  following  as  his 
findings  of  the  law,  viz: 

That  he  is  inclined  to  the  opinion,  and  believes,  perhaps,  the 
correct  law  of  the  case  to  be  that  plaintiff  attended  the  inquests 
and  did  the  acts  which  he  calls  services,  and  for  which  he  claims 
compensation,  in  the  capacity  of  an  ordinary  expert  witness,  and 
that  he  is  entitled  to  no  other  compensation  than  legal  witness  fees, 
if  it  were  a  case  in  which  such  fees  were  allowed;  if  not  such  case, 
then  no  compensation;  but,  resolving  the  doubt  as  to  the  correct- 
ness of  this  view  of  the  law  in  favor  of  plaintiff,  the  court  finds,  as 
its  conclusion  of  law,  that  the  services  of  plaintiff  were  of  a  quasi 
public  character,  similar  in  nature  to  those  required  of  witnesses, 
jurors,  etc.,  for  the  public  good,  and  that  the  compensation  to 
which  plaintiff  is  entitled  for  the  same,  should  be  estimated  upon 
the  basis  of  such  analogies,  and  not  upon  the  basis  of  what  would 
be  a  reasonable  charge  for  same,  as  between  individuals,  and  that, 
this  basis  held  by  the  court  to  be  correct,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled 
to  $5.00  for  his  services  at  each  inquest,  making  together  the  sum 
of  $10.00,  which  amount  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover,  and 
judgment  is  rendered  for  plaintiff  for  said  sum,  and  costs  of  suit 
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adjudged  against  plaintiff,  because  judgment  here  recovered  is  for 
no  larger  amount  than  recovered  by  plaintiff  in  commissioners' 
•court. 

James  I.  Perkins,  Judge  Presiding. 


FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 


NEWSY  LETTER  FROM  OUR  SPECIAL  CORRESPONDENT. 


Paris,  France,  October  31,  1887. 
Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal 

Dear  Sir:    In  opening  this  correspondence,  I  hope  that  not 
only  will  your  readers  appreciate  your  enterprising  spirit,  but  also, 
that  I  may  be  able  to  satisfy  them  with  my  attempts  to  give  them 
short  and  practical  accounts  of  the  progress  in  medicine  both  in 
the  European  institutions  and  among  the  profession  at  large. 

If  one  remembers  how  incomplete  the  influence  of  any  of  the 
usual  methods  of  medication  is  in  catarrhal  jaundice,  it  will  be 
welcome  news  to  hear  of  a  treatment  which  is  said  to  effect  a  cure 
with  almost  mathematical  surety.  True,  the  plan  is  not  entirely 
new,  for  it  was  practiced  some  time  ago  by  several  prominent  Ger- 
man physicians,  but  for  some  reason  has  failed  to  come  to  general 
notice.  All  the  advocates  of  this  treatment  are  full  of  its  praise, 
and  even  under  the  rigorous  trials  and  observations  of  a  French 
hospital,  it  has  justified  all  anticipations.  The  average  duration 
for  a  cure  is  from  six  to  eight  days,  although  frequently  the  second 
day  may  have  wrought  a  decided  improvement.  If  one  notices 
•carefully  the  color  of  the  stools,  and  tests  carefully  and  systemat- 
ically for  the  bile  pigments  in  the  urine,  it  is  possible  to  register 
the  cure  with  almost  statistical  exactitude.  Before  detailing  the 
treatment,  I  will  add  that  a  very  complete  table  of  successes  is, 
given  in  the  report,  and  that  no  failure  was  mentioned  in  all  the 
•cases  of  jaundice  ot  catarrhal  origin. 

Besides  the  general  care,  the  patient  is  to  have  an  enema  or 
•clyster  every  day.  The  originators  of  the  plan  employed  it  in  the 
•evening  only,  but  in  France  the  injection  is  given  in  two  divided 
doses,  in  the  morning  and  evening  respectively.  No  medicine  be- 
sides the  agency  of  cold  is  employed.    One  pint  of  water  of  about 
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the  temperature  of  50  0  F.  is  used  the  first  two  times.  From  day  to 
day  the  temperature  is  increased  from  two  to  four  degrees,  until  at 
70  0  F.  no  further  increase  is  advisable.  The  enemata  are  to  be 
taken  in  bed,  and,  although  the  beginning  injection  is  very  cold,  no 
chilly  sensations  or  other  unpleasant  feelings  are  usually  com- 
plained of. 

As  a  first  class  cardiac  stimulant  for  cases  of  valvular  insuffi- 
ciency, strophantine  has  been  talked  about.  Especially  Vienna 
seems  to  be  highly  pleased  with  it.  It  is  said  to  be  by  far  superior 
to  digitalis,  and,  in  cases  of  dropsy,  it  eliminates  the  transudation 
with  great  rapidity.  It  is  of  course  powerless  when  the  insufficiency 
is  multiple  and  the  period  of  compensation  has  passed  already. 
Stimulating  the  heart  muscle  to  increased  activity,  as  it  does,  it  is 
•of  little  use  when  the  cardiac  walls  are  hypertrophied  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  need  no  increase  in  force.  In  all  those  cases,  the  les- 
ions cannot  be  overcome,  or  even  palliated,  on  account  of  their 
enormous  extent.  When  administered,  the  tincture  may  be  com- 
bined with  digitalis.  Its  main  advantage  rests  in  the  fact  that 
strophantine  may  be  given  hypodermically  in  doses  of  about  i-64g; 
the  tincture  is  from  gttx-xxx. 

A  very  interesting  subject  was  discussed  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Academy  of  Medicine.  It  was  the  article  of  Dr.  Verneuil,  on 
"Imaginary  Ulceration  of  the  Tongue."  In  it  he  describes  a  pe- 
culiar subjective  idea  of  certain  patients  who  complain  of  a  feeling 
of  soreness  of  the  tongue.  They  imagine  to  be  able  to  recognize 
from  their  censory  impressions  the  presence  of  an  ulcerating  sore; 
they  even  will  insist,  in  spite  of  the  assurances  of  the  physician 
that  there  is  nothing  the  matter.  Cases  of  this  class  had  come 
under  the  observation  of  nearly  all  the  members,  and  in  making 
out  the  clinical  import  of  the  peculiar  affection,  the  great  bulk  of 
all  the  evidence  went  to  show  some  coming  nervous  trouble.  Most 
frequently  it  was  the  precursor  of  general  paralysis.  It  also  was 
noticed  in  old  cases  of  syphilis,  where  its  occurrence  was  attribu- 
ted to  the  long  use  of  mercury;  for,  after  leaving  out  those  prepa- 
rations, an  invigorating  tonic  treatment  would  soon  see  the  com- 
plaint disappear.  In  those  cases  where  nervous  troubles  were  to- 
be  anticipated,  treatment  was  very  unsatisfactory,  arsenic  and  alka- 
lis doing,  perhaps,  the  most  good.  One  point  was  particularly 
dwelt  upon,  the  happy  choice  of  the  name,  "  Imaginary  ulcera- 
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tion,'' since  the  appellation  of  glossodynia,  as  preferred  by  some, 
did  not  at  all  apply  to  such  a  distinct  nervous  trouble. 

A  very  nice  mode  of  using  cocaine  was  reported  in  connection 
with  lithotrity.  In  patients  with  heart  disease,  with  kidney  troub- 
les and  of  great  age,  where  the  anaesthetic,  as  well  as  the  healing 
process,  might  constitute  unpleasant  factors,  cocaine  would  per- 
fectly suffice  for  rendering  the  natural  passages  insensible.  After 
the  crushing  of  the  stones  also  the  passage  of  the  fragments  would 
cause  no  pain.  Besides,  an  enormous  dilation  of  the  urethral 
canal  would  be  possible.  Usually  the  work  might  be  done  in  some 
three  to  five  sessions,  of  which  none  ought  to  last  for  a  very  long 
time.  Concerning  the  toxic  effect  of  cocaine,  there  should  be  no 
cause  for  fear.  The  walls  of  the  bladder  were  known  to  be  non- 
absorbing  surfaces  (?)  and  it  was  only  after  the  desquamation  of 
the  epithelium  that  any  danger  was  to  be  feared.  Moreover,  by 
thoroughly  examining  the  urine  macroscopically  and  microscopic- 
ally, our  chances  could  greatly  be  foretold.  Pus,  blood,  numerous 
epithelia,  and  easily  produced  hemorrhages,  would  indicate  absorb- 
ing surfaces.  Even  then  injections  would  be  safe,  provided  they 
were  made  by  gradually  increasing  the  strength  of  the  solution  un- 
til anaesthesia  were  complete.  The  gentleman  in  question  invari- 
ably commenced  with  a  solution  of  one  part  of  the  salt  to  forty  of 
water,  and  his  success  never  stayed  out  after  coming  to  a  strength 
of  1:12. 

In  closing  this  letter,  I  will  mention  the  very  remarkable  dis- 
covery of  Drs.  Spillman  &  Hanshalter.  Those  two  gentlemen, 
noticing  a  great  many  flies  on  a  consumptive  patient  in  the  hos- 
pital, were  eager  to  find  out  whether  these  insects  could  be  the 
carriers  of  the  bacillus.  They  were  successful  in  finding  the  mi- 
crobe, not  only  in  the  alimentary  tracts,  but  also  in  the  excremen- 
titious  matter  as  taken  from  the  window  panes.  Their  conclusion 
is  to  the  effect  that  flies  are  very  potent  disseminators  of  the  bacil- 
lus, and  they  have  now  undertaken  a  number  of  inoculations  on 
animals  to  see  what  importance  this  invention  might  have  in  a 
practical  respect.  The  method  of  examination,  by  the  way,  is  easy 
enough  for  anybody  who  understands  the  use  of  the  microscope. 
As  staining  agent,  Fraenkel's  double  coloration  was  employed. 
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THE  VEXED  QUESTION  OF  GLEDITSCHINE. 


The  medical  world  was  startled,  a  few  weeks  ago,  by  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  discovery,  by  a  Mr.  Goodman,  of  wonderful  an- 
sesthetic  and  mydriatic  properties  in  a  common,  well-known  forest 
tree,  indigenious  to  the  South,  and  the  claim  was  apparently  sub- 
stantiated by  reports  of  experiments  by  well-known  and  reliable 
gentlemen,  published  in  leading  medical  journals,  to-wit:  Dr.  J. 
H.  Claiborne  and  Dr.  H.  Knapp,  of  New  York,  in  the  New 
Medical  Record  and  the  Philadelphia  Medical  News. 

Just  as  the  profession  had  begun  to  rejoice  in  the  discovery,  and 
had  accepted  the  statements  of  Drs.  Claiborne,  Knapp,  Jackson 
and  others,  as  conclusive  that  we  had,  really,  in  our  midst,  avail- 
able in  abundance,  an  anaesthetic  more  powerful  and  much  cheaper 
than  cocaine,  possessing,  in  addition,  the  qualities  of  atropine, 
here  comes  a  statement  from  Messrs.  Parke  Davis  &  Co.,  that  they 
had  procured  from  Lehn  &  Fink,  chemists,  New  York,  some  of  the 
solution  with  which  Drs.  Knapp  6°  Claiborne1  s  experiments  had  been 
made,  and  that  upon  examination  it  was  found  to  be  a  solution  of 
cocaine,  and  (presumably)  atropine;  and  declaring  the  whole  thing 
a  hoax  or  a  fraud.  This  turn  in  the  affair  left  the  profession  in  a 
state  of  uncertainty  and  doubt,  the  character  and  standing  of  Park 
Davis  &  Co.,  entitling  their  word  to  belief,  while  the  integrity  of 
Drs.  Claiborne,  Knapp  and  Jackson  is  not  for  a  moment  to  be 
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impeached.  We  think  we  see  through  the  whole  matter ;  both  par- 
ties are  probably  partly  correct.  But  how  do  P.  D.  &  Co.  know  that 
the  solution  sent  them  was  some  of  the  same  used  by  Drs.  C.  &  K? 

It  seems  that  Mr.  Goodman  is  a  veterinary  surgeon,  and  that  he 
was  traveling  in  East  Feliciana,  La.,  where,  having  occasion  to  ap- 
ply a  poultice  to  his  horse's  leg,  he  raked  up'some  leaves  from  the 
ground  for  that  purpose,  without  knowing  what  kind  of  leaves  they 
were.  When  he  discovered  that  the  poultice  produced  anaesthesia 
he  became  interested,  and,  it  seems,  '-with  the  simplest  kind  of  do- 
mestic utensils,"  proceeded  to  make  an  aqueous  extract  from  some 
of  the  same  kind  of  leaves.  This  preparation  he  put  into  the  hands 
of  Drs.  Claiborne  &  Knapp,  as  we  understand  it;  and  it  was  with 
this  preparation  "prepared  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  river,'; 
that  they  made  their  experiments;  for,  Dr.  Claiborne,  in  an  ar- 
ticle in  Gaillard's  Medical  Journal  for  November — written,  it  seems, 
since  doubt  has  been  cast  on  the  subject,  says,  (page  444)  "all  the 
solution  of  the  alkaloid  at  present  possessed,  was  made  before  leav- 
ing Louisiana;  only  a  few  leaves,  spines  and  pods  of  the  tree  had 
been  brought  to  New  York." 

Now,  Lehn  &  Fink  are  not  mentioned  in  Dr.  Claiborne's  article, 
and  just  how  they  got  hold  of  any  of  "the  solution  with  which  Dr. 
Claiborne  and  Dr.  Knapp's  experiments  were  made,"  doesn't  ap- 
pear. The  probabilities  are  largely  that  they  did  not  come  in  pos- 
session of  any  of  this  solution;  but  that  they  may  have  put  up  a  so- 
lution of  cocaine  and  atropine  and  attempted  to  palm  it  off  as  a  so- 
lution of  the  new  alkaloid  is  not  only  probable,  (because  Parke 
Davis  &  Co.  analyzed  it  and  detected  the  fraud)  but  is  in  keeping 
with  the  history  and  record  of  this^enterprising  house,  for,  we  have 
it  on  the  authority  of  the  Druggists'  Circular  that  they  are  now 
being  prosecuted  for  counterfeiting  Merck's  labels. 

Hence,  the  fact  that  Lehn  &  Fink  sold  to  Parke  Davis  &  Co.  (a 
very  foolish  thing  to  do — for  more  reasons  than  one)  a  solution  of 
cocaine  under  pretense  that  it  was  a  solution  of  the  new  alkaloid 
Gleditschine,  does  not,  in  the  least,  discredit  Dr.  Claiborne  and  Dr. 
Knapp's  statements;  it  does  not  affect  the  matter  in  the  least;  nev- 
ertheless, we  are  pleased  to  see  Dr.  Claiborne  and  Mr.  Goodman 
are  taking  steps  to  verify  all  that  has  hertofore^been  claimed  by  Dr. 
Claiborne  with  regard  to  the  anaesthetic  properties  of  an  extract 
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from  the  leaves  of  the  honey  locust.  The  following  letter  from  Dr. 
Claiborne  to  the  New  York  Medical  Record  of  November  5,  will 
explain  the  matter  more  fully  than  we  could  do  in  the  space  at  our 
disposal,  and  is  copied  verbatim: 

"Dear  Str:  In  view  of  the  recent  statements  of  several  analyt- 
ical chemists  that  gleditschine,  the  new  local  anaesthetic,  is  uoth- 
ing  but  a  mixture  of  cocaine  and  atropine,  I  deem  that  I  owe  it  to 
the  readers  of  The  Medical  Record  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
subject. 

"Mr.  Goodman  has  just  returned  from  Bayou  Sara,  La.,  where, 
he  states,  he  has  been  making  the  solution  of  gleditschine.  He  in- 
forms me  that  he  heard  for  the  first  time,  on  his  arrival  in  Bergen 
Point,  N.  J.,  November  1,  of  the  analysis  of  the  chemists,  who  find 
the  solution  to  contain  atropine  and  cocaine.  He  expressed  him- 
self as  being  earnestly  desirous  of  setting  himself  right  in  the  eyes 
of  the  medical  profession,  and,  in  order  to  convince  them  of  the 
genuineness  of  his  discovery,  he  agrees  to  do  the  following: 

"I,  Dr.  Claiborne,  am  to  select  two  medical  men  of  this  city; 
they  are  to  select  as  a  committee  of  two  a  botanist  and  a  chemist; 
the  botanist  is  to  examine  the  leaves  which  will  be  used,  and  is  to 
pass  an  expert  opinion  as  to  whether  they  are  the  leaves  of  the  Gle- 
ditschia  triacanthos,  and  if  not,  of  what  tree  they  are  leaves.  The 
chemist  is  to  bring  the  chemicals  necessary,  these  being  indicated 
by  Dr.  Seward  or  Mr.  Goodman,  and  is  to  make  the  solution 
from  the  leaves  in  possession  of  Dr.  Seward  and  Mr.  Goodman, 
under  their  direction.  The  chemist  is  then  to  test  the  anaesthetic 
and  mydriatic  effect  of  this  solution  on  a  human  being  or  lower  an- 
imal selected  by  himself  (the  chemist),  and  is  to  state  to  the  world, 
through  the  columns  of  the  New  York  Medical  Record  and  the 
New  York  Medical  Journal,  whether  said  solution  has  anaesthetic 
and  mydriatic  effects  or  not.  If  cocaine  or  any  mydriatic  be  em- 
ployed in  the  process,  to  say  so;  if  not,  to  say  not. 

"The  condition  to  be  imposed  is  that  the  chemist,  on  his  word 
as  his  bond,  is  not  to  divulge  the  method  of  procedure  of  obtain- 
ing the  substance. 

"This  solution,  if  it  be  desired,  may  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
experts,  who  may  pass  judgment  upon  its  anaesthetic  and  mydry- 
atic  properties. 

"Bergen  Point,  N.  J.,  is  to  be  the  site  of  the  procedure,  or,  if  it 
be  demanded,  any  other  place. 

"No  one  can  fail  to  be  struck  by  the  fairness  of  this  proposi- 
tion. 

"Dr.  George  F.  Shrady  and  Dr.  Frank  P.  Foster  have  agreed  to 
act  as  a  committee  in  this  matter. 

"Mr.  Goodman  informs  me  that  he  has  had  shipped  from  New 
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Orleans  a  quantity  of  the  leaves  of  the  tear-blanket  tree,  by  one  of 
the  Cromwell  line  of  steamers,  and  that  he  expects  them  shortly. 

"To  my  mind  the  solution  seemed  to  have  effects  different  from 
cocaine  and  atropine. 

"Moreover,  several  facts  regarding  the  tree,  which  have  come 
under  my  observation,  or  to  which  my  attention  has  been  called, 
seemed  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  the  point  had  not  been 
proven  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt. 

"In  this  connection  I  would  say  that,  with  a  strong  aqueous  so- 
lution of  the  gleditschia  leaf,  obtained  through  a  friend  from  a 
chemist  in  New  Jersey,  who  was  experimenting  in  this  direction,  I 
observed  in  my  own  eye,  and  in  that  of  my  friend,  a  dilation  of  the 
pupil. 

"This  lasted  in  my  case  for  several  days.  His  case  was  not  fol- 
lowed up.  No  anaesthetic  effect  was  observed  in  either.  Every 
seeming  possibility  of  error  was  eliminated.  A  bottle  was  usedfor 
the  solution  which  had  never  been  used  for  a  mydratic  or  any  other 
medicine,  as  far  as  was  known,  a  new  medicine  dropper  was  used, 
and  my  own  hands  were  thoroughly  washed  before  commencing, 
Neither  this  gentleman  nor  myself  had  touched  a  bottle  containing 
any  mydriatic  for  twenty-four  hours.  It  is  pertinent  to  remark  that 
the  dilatation  was  slight,  and  that  copious  and  frequent  instilla- 
tions were  made  for  an  hour. 

"In  a  recent  communication  to  me  concerning  gleditschine,  from 
one  of  the  chemists  who  have  been  investigating  the  matter,  it  was 
said  that  Dr.  Rusby  had  stated  to  them  that  the  natives  of  Bolivia, 
whenever  they  are  unable  to  obtain  supplies  of  coca  leaves,  chew 
the  leaves  of  a  tree  which  is  closely  allied  to  the  gleditschia,  and 
which  leaves  they  call  chinci-coca. 

"Those  who,  it  is  alleged,  have  made  this  discovery  have  been 
denounced  in  the  most  unmeasured  .erms  by  certain  chemists.  It 
is,  therefore,  in  the  highest  degree  proper  that  the  plain  and  un- 
varnished truth  should  be  known.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  are 
approaching  the  finale  of  this  most  interesting  and  perplexing  ques- 
tion. 

The  confounding  of  the  names  "gleditschine"  and  "stenocarpine" 
arose  in  this  way:  Goodman  described  the  tree  as  a  thorny  growth, 
stating  that  its  local  name  in  Louisiana  was  "Tear  Blanket."  Dr. 
Seward,  a  chemist  of  Bergen's  Point,  N.  J.,  thereupon  declared  i^ 
to  be  the  acacia  stenocarfia;  hence,  "steno  carpine;"  but  Dr.  Clai- 
borne has  investigated  the  subject  thoroughly,  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  leaves  from  which  Goodman  claims  to  have  first 
made  the  extract  were  those  of  the  Honey  Locust,  the  Gleditschina 
Triacanthos  of  Linneus,  named  in  honor  of  J.  G.  Gleditsch,  "a  con- 
temporary botanist  of  Louisiana." 
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The  Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  of  Nov.  5,  at  the 
close  of  an  article  on  this  subject,  has  a  "note  of  caution,',  in  which 
the  author,  Dr.  Turnbull,  hints  at  the  charge  of  counterfeiting,  of 
which  we  have  spoken,  in  the  following  language,  "another  cause 
of  hesitation  has  been  the  counterfeiting  of  certain  labels  of  emi- 
nent chemists  products,"  but  calls  no  names.  Evidently,  Lehn  &r 
Fink  are  fairly  caught  out  by  Parke  Davis  &  Co.,  who  deserve  the 
thanks  of  the  profession  for  this  timely  exposure  of  a  contemptible 
attempt  at  fraud,  whereby  honorable  physicians  were  for  awhile 
placed  in  a  compromising  position.  States  prison  was  made  for 
such  "enterprising  chemists"  as  those  who  would  attempt  to  palm 
off  a  solution  of  cocaine  for  a  newly  discovered  anaesthetic;  it  was 
clearly  an  attempt  at  fraud  on  the  part  of  some  one,  or  combina- 
tion— they  no  doubt  anticipated  a  heavy  demand,  and  seemingly 
proposed  to  meet  it  with  solution  of  cocaine  at  a  big  price;  six  dol- 
lars, they  charged  P.  D.  &  Co.  for  an  ounce  of  the  alleged  solu- 
tion. 

We  await  the  result  of  the  proposed  test,  with  much  interest;  and 
as  the  distinguished  editors  of  the  two  leading  N,  Y.  weekly  med- 
ical journals  have  agreed  to  supervise  the  test  and  report  the  result, 
the  profession  may  rest  assured  that  very  shortly  they  will  have  the 
truth,  the  bottom  facts,  in  this  vexed  question. 

Dr.  Claiborne,  guided  by  Dr.  S.  P.  Walker,  of  N.  Y.,  an  Alabam  • 
ian,  recognized  the  Honey  Locust  in  a  clump  of  trees  growing  in 
Central  Park,  N.  Y. 


A  SCIENTIFIC  ACHIEVEMENT  OF  PRACTICAL  VALUE. 


Pictet  &  Cailletet,  a  firm  of  French  chemists,  started  out  with  the 
assumption  that  all  gases  could  be  reduced  to  liquid  or  solid  form, 
under  pressure  at  a  low  temperature — and  that  it  was  only  a  ques- 
tion of  how  much  pressure,  and  how  low  a  temperature,  was  re- 
quired to  liquify  a  given  gas.  They  accordingly  constructed  the 
necessary  machinery,  and,  in  1877,  succeeded  in  reducing  to  liquid 
form  all  the  known  gases,  carbonic  acid  gas  being  among  the  last 
to  yield  to  pressure. 

It  is  found  that  under  a  pressure  of  36  atmospheres,  and  at  a 
certain  temperature,  carbonic  acid  gas  (carbon  di-oxide)  readily 
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liquifies;  and  it  is  now  bottled  in  wrought  iron  cylinders,  which  can 
be  handled  or  shipped  in  any  climate,  with  absolute  safety,  and 
furnished  to  soda  water  manufacturers,  and  others  who  bottle  car- 
bonated drinks. 

This  discovery  will  produce  a  complete  revolution  in  certain  in- 
dustries, notably,  the  soda  water  manufacture.  It  does  away  with, 
completely,  first,  the  complicated,  costly  and  dangerous  machinery 
heretofore  used  for  liberating  carbonic  acid  gas  from  the  carbon- 
ates by  means  of  an  acid, — does  away  with  both  the  carbonate  and 
the  acid,  and  reduces  the  matter  to  a  very  simple  and  safe  pro- 
cedure. All  that  is  necessary  to  do,  to  charge  the  water  or  other 
liquid  to  be  carbonated,  is  to  connect  the  cylinder  containing  the 
liquid  carbonic  acid,  with  the  fountain,  and  open  a  valve,  when  the 
gas  will  stream  through  the  rubber  connecting  tube, — there  being  a 
gauge  attached  also,  which  will  indicate  the  pressure,  as  in  the  old 
style.  When  the  requisite  pressure  is  obtained,  disconnect  the 
cylinder  and  agitate  the  fountain,  when  the  process  of  charging 
will  be  complete.  The  quantity  that  can  thus  be  stored  in  one 
cylinder  is  immense,  and  will  serve  to  charge  a  great  many  foun- 
tains. 

The  same  principle  has  long  since  been  put  into  practice  in 
making  ice,  by  the  Carre  process.  The  ammonia,  instead  of  being 
obtained  from  aquae  ammonia  by  heat,  as  at  first  done  when  the 
Carre  process  was  introduced,  is  now  furnished  in  the  form  of 
ammonia  gas,  liquified  under  pressure;  and  quite  recently  a  mix- 
ture of  compressed  (liquified)  sulphurous  acid  gas  and  carbonic 
acid  gas,  has  been  successfully  tried  in  the  manufacture  of  ice,  as 
its  re-evaporation  produces  the  most  intense  oold. 

The  compressed  carbonic  acid  gas  is  certainly  destined  to  come 
into  general  use,  being  so  very  cheap,  and  to  render  worthless  the 
many  forms  of  "  generators  "  devised  for  aerating  fluids,  and  which 
cost  from  $175  to  $1000  each.  This  is  truly  a  scientific  achieve- 
ment of  practical  value. 

There  is  a  well  known  carbonic  acid  gas  well  in  Germany, 
where  formerly  the  gas  was  allowed  to  escape;  but  it  has  now  been 
utilized.  Machinery  having  been  erected,  the  gas  is  compressed 
as  it  comes  out,  and  is  shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  securely 
bottled  in  wrought  iron  cylinders  of  portable  size.  Thus,  the 
chemist  has  scored  another  invention  of  practical  value. 
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J)R.  PAINE'S  DISCOVERIES. 


We  call  attention  to  the  letter  from  Dr.  F.  T.  Paine,  of  Comanche, 
published  in  our  October  number.  Since  the  date  of  that  letter  we 
have  received  another,  containing  further  information  on  the  sub- 
ject; and  believing  that  it  will  prove  of  interest  to  our  readers  we 
refer  to  it  here. 

Under  date  of  October  20,  the  doctor  writes:  "Satisfied  that  I 
am  elucidating  some  of  the  great  problems  of  the  pathology  of  the 
nervous  system,  I  am  more  than  anxious  at  my  time  of  life  [the  Dr. 
is  73  years  of  age]  to  have  them  verified;  possibly  I  may  enlist 
some  abler  man  with  better  facilities  to  carry  out  what  I  have  only 
begun;  I  am  yet  only  a  student. 

I  had  an  opportunity  yesterday  to  establish  to  my  own  satisfac- 
tion, a  theory  I  have  long  entertained,  viz:  that  impressions  made 
upon  the  peripheral  terminations  of  the  different  nerves  by  the 
Farradic  current,  are  entirely  different,  diametrically  opposite — 
they  are  the  antitheses,  the  antipodes,  (so  to  speak),  the  antago- 
nists, and  the  antidote  to  all  painful  impressions,  made  by  any  other 
means  whatever! 

My  daughter,  while  preparing  breakfast,  scalded  her  wrist  so  as 
to  take  off  the  epidermis.  The  only  application  was  the  Farradic 
current,  through  a  water  bath,  powerful  enough  to  contract  the  mus- 
cles most  violently,  and  the  pain  of  the  burn  was  instantly  re- 
lieved, her  cooking  was  resumed,  and  breakfast  was  delayed  only 
thirty  minutes.  It  is  now  thirty-six  hours  since  the  scald,  and  al- 
though the  skin  is  removed,  she  has  not  had  a  moments  pain. 

The  interest  is  not  in  this  single  case,  but  in  the  rationale;  how 
is  the  pain  relieved  by,  what  the  Erb  calls  "the  irritant/atr  excel- 
lence'' 

I  am  aware  that  all  I  have  published  is  enigmatical  and  para- 
doxical to  the  profession  and  to  the  laity.  I  only  need  an  oppor- 
tunity to  make  it  plain.'' 

Dr.  Paine  should  be  furnished  with  the  facilities  to  make  the  pro- 
posed demonstration;  and,  in  this  connection  we  are  authorized  to 
say  he  proposes  to  visit  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society  for  the 
purposes  set  forth  in  his  letter,  at  his  own  expense — some  four  hun- 
dred miles;  but,  while  offering  to  visit  other  societies  for  the  same 
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purposes,  it  is  but  reasonable  and  fair  that  the  society  should  take 
his  visit  as  a  compliment,  and  common  politeness  would  suggest 
that  it  be  without  expense  to  him.  In  our  judgment  Dr.  Paine  has 
struck  a  lead  that  will  doubtless  open  up  a  rich  mine,  a  field  worthy 
the  cultivation  of  the  ablest  scientists,  and  that  his  name  will 
go  down  the  "corridors  of  time"  along  with  that  of  the  great  elec- 
tricians of  the  world.    So  mote  it  be. 

The  East  Line  Medical  Association  have  extended  an  invitation 
to  Dr.  Paine  to  attend  their  next  meeting,  and  demonstrate  his 
theories  and  observations. 

P.  S.  Just  as  the  November  number  goes  to  press  we  learn  with 
regret  that  the  venerable  doctor  is  suffering  with  paralysis  of  the 
right  arm;  no  cause  assigned.  He  writes,  however,  that  he  still 
hopes  to  be  able  to  meet  with  the  Austin  District  Medical  Associa- 
tion, December  8.  In  a  p.  s.  Dr.  Paine  says  "I  am  now  treating 
burns  and  scalds  with  electricity  alone,  and  the  pain  is  instantly 
relieved. 


"THE  TEXAS  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  SURGERY." 


Under  this  caption  Dr.  Davis  devotes  over  two  pages  (four 
columns),  in  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
of  November  5th,  to  a  review  of  the  work  compiled  by  our 
special  Committee  on  Surgery,  and  published  as  a  supplement  to 
the  State  Medical  Association  transactions.  He  enters  iuto  a 
minute  examination  and  criticism  of  the  several  tables,  giving,  in 
detail,  the  several  summaries. 

This  shows  that  the  eyes  of  the  profession  of  the  world  are  not 
only  on  the  Texas  medical  profession,  but  that  their  work  is  critic- 
ally examined  and  compared  with  the  work  of  other  States,  and  is 
found  full  of  interest.  The  fact  that  this  distinguished  editor  of 
the  official  organ  of  the  American  Medical  Association  should  make 
this  work  the  subject  of  the  leading  editorial,  is  a  high  compliment 
— even  if  his  criticism  had  been  adverse;  but  when  he  speaks  of 
that  work  in  terms  of  the  highest  recommendation,  and  holds  it  up 
to  the  profession  as  an  example,  worthy  of  emulation,  it  should  make 
£very  member  of  the  Texas  Medical  Association  feel  proud.  We 
feel  an  especial  pride  in  the  matter,  and  rejoice  to  see  the  labors 
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of  our  devoted  Cupples — the  crowning  glory  of  his  useful  life,  so 
well  appreciated — for,  Dr.  Cupples  though  too  modest  to  claim  it, 
is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  this  laborious  compilation,  and  the 
beautiful  manner  in  which  it  was  brought  out  by  the  San  Antonio 
printers, — aside  from  the  pride  that  we  all  feel  in  seeing  the  work 
so  favorably  compared  with  that  of  other  societies.  Dr.  Davis  says 
snch  reports  are  of  great  value,  and  show  that  the  Surgeons  of 
Texas  recognize  and  do  their  duty  to  the  profession,  by  contribut- 
ing to  the  stock  of  common  knowledge;  that  the  Texas  State  Medi- 
cal Association  is  fully  alive  to  the  interests  of  the  profession  in 
appointing  such  a  committee;  and  that  "State  Medical  Association 
can  find  a  committee  to  do  good  work." 

We  hope  that  this  will  stimulate  our  surgeons  to  come  forward 
more  promptly  and  give  Dr.  Cupples  the  notes  of  their  cases  for 
the  next  report:  for  we  know  that  some  have  questioned  the  value 
of  such  publications  and  have  held  back,  and  refused  to  contribute 
to  the  work.  We  know  also  that  there  are  some  who  now  express 
regret  that  they  did  not  comply  with  the  polite  invitation  sent  them 
by  the  committee,  and  report  their  cases  for  the  present  volume. 

"  SQUIBBIAN  INCONSISTENCY." 

The  profession  is  indebted  to  the  American  Lancet  for  the  above 
suggestion.  It  occurs  in  an  editorial  in  the  November  number 
signed  "R.  W.  P.,"  and  is  used  to  express  the  writer's  idea  of  Dr. 
Squibbs'  endeavor  to  convince  the  profession  that  the  fluid  extract 
of  rhamnus  frangula,  made  by  Squibbs,  is  better  than  an  extract  of 
rhamnus  pursiana  made  by  others;  notwithstanding  the  dose  of 
the  former  is  larger,  and  the  extract  is  sold  for  more  than  the  lat- 
ter, both  having  the  same  effect,  as  claimed  by  Dr.  S.  The  writer 
scores  Dr.  Squib  unmercifully,  accusing  him  of  having  used  the 
profession  to  his  own  mercenary  ends,  gulling  them,  and  finally  in- 
sulting them,  when  he  finds  that  he  can  do  so  successfully,  no 
longer.  The  article  certainly  shows  up  "  the  veteran  Squib  "  (vide 
a  certain  Presidential  address)  in  an  ugly  light.  But  as  it  is  not 
our  funeral,  and  as  we  had  our  say  on  the  subject  some  time  ago — 
which  "say"  is  quoted  in  the  Lancet — we  have  nothing  further  to 
add  just  now.  We  commend  the  article  in  the  Lancet  to  our  read- 
ers as  breezy  and  pungent  reading — sharp  enough  to  set  one's  teeth 
on  edge.    Whew  !  but  it's  red  hot ! 
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SUCCUS  ALTERANS 

cmi7:d^.:d:e) 

SITCCFS  ALTERAXS  is  a  purely  vegetable  compound  of  the  preserved  juices 
of  Stillingia  Sylvatica,  Lappa  Minor,  Phytolacca  Decandra,  Smilax  Sarsaparilla  and 
Xanthoxylum  Fraxineuin,  as  collected  by  Dr.  Geo.  W.  McDade  exclusively  for  Eii 
Lilly  &  Co  ,  and  endorsed  by  Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims. 

SrCCUS  ALiTfciKAXH  continues  to  gain  favor  from  its  remarkable  Alterative 
and  Tonic  properties,  eliminating  specific  poison  from  the  blood  and  increasing  the 
proportion  of  red  corpuscles  in  anaemic  patients  to  a  wonderful  degree. 

»lTCCr*»  ALTKRAXS  in  venereal  and  cutaneous  diseases  is  fast  supplanting 
Mercury,  the  Iodides  and  Arsenic;  and  is  a  certain  remedy  for  Mercurialization,  Io- 
f'iim  and  the  dreadful  effects  often  following  the  use  of  Arsenic  in  skin  diseases. 

9*UCCl>*  ALTERA\S  is  also  strongly  recommended  for  its  Tonic  and  Altera- 
tive effects  in  myriad  forms  of  scrofulous  disease,  and  in  all  cases  where  anaemia  is 
a  factor.  Such  patients  rapidly  develop  a  good  appetite,  sleep  soundly  and  gain  flesh 
rapidly.  Many  cases  are  on  record  where  patients  increased  ten  to  twenty-five  pounds 
in  weight  in  a  few  weeks. 

Snccns  Alterans  is  giving  satisfactory  results  in  treatment  of  Chronic  Rheu- 
matism, and  can  be  used  with  confidence. 

Snccus  Alterans  may  be  given  for  any  length  of  time,  without  injury  to  the  pa- 
tient. 

Succus  Alterans  is  endorsed  by  the  medical  profession  and  in  use  by  many  hos- 
pitals of  note. 

Physicians  who  have  nr/  received  Dr.  McDade's  latfst  pub'ication.  the  Mono 
graphia  Syphilitica,  should  send  their  address,  me  itionirg  this  journal,  and  we  w  II 
mail  a  copy.  It  contains  a  paper,  illustrated  with  colore  '  plates,  by  D.v  L).  H.  ('ood- 
willie,  of  New  York,  on  the  "Sequelae  of  Syphilis,"  repo.ts  of  cases  in  practice  and 
many  other  valuable  papers. 

ELIXIR  PURGANS. 

Elixir  Purgans  (Lilly)  reliably  stimulates  the  dormant  liver  without  undue  irritation, 
and  has  gentle  yet  positive  effect  upon  the  alimentary  tract.  In  Habitual  Constipa- 
tion, so  common  in  women  and  children,  it  will  be  found  particularly  useful.  Its  en- 
dorsement at  Bellevue  and  many  other  prominent  hospitals  east  and  west,  as  well  as 
its  employment  in  general  practice  by  the  most  eminent  medical  men,  confirms  the 
experience  of  years  in  its  use. 

In  Prescribing,  please  be  careful  to  write 

Elixir  Purgans  (Lilly) 

That  other  preparation  may  not  be 
substituted. 


Each  Teaspoonful  Represents 

Rhamnus  Purshiana  10  grs. 

Euonymus  Atropur   8  grs. 

CabSia  Acutifolia  (Purif)  10  grs. 

Iris  Versicolor   4  grs. 

Hyoscyamus  Niger  2  grs. 

Aromatics,  etc. 

Highly  Recommended. 

We  take  pleasure  in  endorsing  the  Elixir  Purgans  (Lilly)  as  prepared  from  the 
above  formula,  for  in  it  we  find  a  near  approach  to  positive  perfection  in  the  form  of 
a  Liquid  Cathartic,  and,  from  our  experience  with  the  preparation,  can  highly  rec- 
ommend it  to  the  profession. 

James  R.  Healy,  M.  D.,  Sup't Infants'  and  Children's  Hospital,  Randall's  Island, N.Y 

W.  G.  Robinson,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  Bureau  of  Medical  and  Surgical  Relief  to  the 
Out-Door  Poor,  Bellevue  Hospital,  N.  Y. 

J.  H.  Shorter,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  New  York  Opthalmic  and  Aural  Institute. 

John  A.  Arnold,  M.  D.,  Medical  Sup't  Kings  County  Hospital,  Flatbush,  N.  Y. 

Nelson  B.  Sizer,  Af.  D.,  Senior  Surgeon  Brooklyn  and  E.  Brooklyn  Dispensary,  N,  Y 

Edward  J.  Darken,  M.  D.,  Medical  Sup't  Demilt  Dispensary,  New  York  City. 

A.  W.  Catlin,  M.  D.,  Attending  Physician  St.  John's  Hospital.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Cqas.  H.  Cobb,  M.  D.,  Medical  Sup't  Columbus  Lying-in  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass 

H.  S,  Dearing,  M.  D.,  Fellow  of  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  etc. 

T.  J.  Brodrick,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  Charlestown,  Mass.,  Fx-ee  Dispensary  and  Hospital. 

HT  T  T  TT  T  V    A    iT" iT\      Pharmaceutical  Chemists, 
JClJLlA   JuAJjJLjJC     OL  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  U.S.  A. 

SUPPLIED  BY  ALL  DRUGGISTS. 
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ICTIE^T  YOBK  IPO  ST-G  R  ADU 

MEDICAL  SCHOOL  AND  HOSPITAL 

224-230  East  20th  St.,  New  York  City. 

Incorporated  by  special  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York, 

FOR  PRACTITIONERS  OF  MEDICINE  ONLY. 

Sessions  continue  throughout  the  year.— Physicians  may  join  the  classes  at  any  time. 

Wm.  A.  Hammon,  M.  D  —Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System  and 
of  Medical  Electricity;  Surgeon-G-eneral  of  the  U.  S.  Army  (retired  list.) 

D.  B.  Si  John  Roosa,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.  vProfessor  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear;  Sur- 
geon to  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  E:ar  Hospital ;  President  of  the  Faculty. 

Fredrick  R.  Sturgis,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Genito-Urinary  Organs,  and 
of  Venereal  Diseases:  Sure-eon  to  the  Charitv  Hosnital. 

Thos.  E.  Satterthwafte,  MTD.—  Professor  of  Pathology  and  General  Medicine;  Pathol- 
ogist to  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 

Charles  L-  Dana,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System,  and 
of  Medical  Electricity;  Prof  essor  of  Physiology,  -Woman's  Med.  College;  Physician 
to  Bellevue  Hospital. 

M.  Josiah  Roberts  M.  D.— Professor  of  Orthopaedic  Surgery  and  Mechanical  Thera- 
peutics; Visiting  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  to  the  Randall's  Island  Hospitals. 

Alexander  J.  C.  Skene,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Women;  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Wo- 
men, L.  I.  Hospital  Med.  School;  Attending  Surgeon  of  the  L.  1.  College  Hospital. 

Andrew  H.  Smith,  M.  D.— -Prof,  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Therapeutics;  Attending 
Physician  to  the  Presbyterian  Hosp.;  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Orthopaedic  Hosp. 

Wm.  Oliver  Moore,  M.  D.— Prof .  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear;  Prof,  of  Diseases  of 
the  Eye  and  Ear,  University  of  Vermont,  and  Woman's  Med.  College,  New  Fork 

William  F.  Flughrer,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery;  Surgeon  to  Bellevue  and 
Mount  Sinai  Hospitals. 

Bache  ^cE.  Emmetc ,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women;  Asst.  Surgeon  to  the 
New  York  State  Women's  Hospital. 

PMward  Kershner,  M.  D.,  U.S.N.— Prof,  of  Naval.  Military  and  State  Hygiene. 

Ambrose  L.  Ranney,  M.  D.—  Prof,  of  the  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  t  ie  Nervous 
System;  Prof,  of  General  and  Special  Anatomy,  University  of  Vermont. 

William  Htnry  Porter.  M.  0.— Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Pathology,  Curator 
of  t  he  Presbyterian  Hospital. 

George  Henry  Fox,  M  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin;  Professor  of  Derma 
tology,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York. 

Stephen  Smith  Burt,  M.  D  —Prof  of  Physical  Diagnosis;  Physician  to  the  Out-Door 
Department.  Bellevue  Hospital. 

Seneca  D  Powell,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Minor  Surgery. 

C.A.Von  Ramdohr,  M.D.— Prof,  of  Obstetrics;  Physician  to  the  German  Poliklinik. 
Horace  T.  Hanks.  M  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  v\  omen ;  Asst.  Surgeon  to  the  New 

York  State  Women's  Hospital 
Lewis  S.  Pilcber,  M.  D. — Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery. 

H.  J.  Garrigues.— Prof,  of  Obstetrics;  Surg,  to  the  Maternity  and  Gorman  Hospitals. 
Clarence  C.  Rice,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  the  Throat  and  Nose;  attending  surgeon 

to  the  Out-Door  Department,  Bellevue  Hospital. 
Charles  a  1 i  oil  Lee.  M  -  D.,  Professor  of  the  Diseases  of  M  omen;  Surgeon  to  the  New 

York  state  Woman's  Hospital. 
Graem.'  M.  Hammond,  M.  D  .  Profrssor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System. 
J.  R.  Nilsen,  At.  D.,  Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women. 

Jt  was  founded  by 

members  of  the  Post-Graduate  Faculty  of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
and  was  the  first  institution  in  the  United  States  to  present  a  systematic  system  of 
clinical  instruction  for  graduates  in  medicine. 

The  teaching  is  practical  and  thorough.  The  school  is  not  a  mere  c  inic.  although 
all  the  lectures  are  clinical,  but  it  is  a  place  of  instruction  in  which  the  practitioner, 
by  actually  handling-  the  cases  under  the  guidance  of  the  professors  and  instructors, 
may  learn  the  use  of  instruments  for  examination  and  treatment,  and  observ  e  the 
effects  of  remedies^  Each  hospital  to  which  the  teachers  are  attached  forms  a  part 
of  the  field  of  instruction.  The  general  schedule  is  so  arranged  that  there  is  no  con- 
flict in  the  hours  of  attendance  of  the  professors.  The  clinic-  bearin  at  9  a.  m  *n* 
continue  until  9  p.m.  each  day;  and  the  Cinieal  Society  of  the  School  meets  twice a 
month  on  Saturday  evenings  A  Dispensary  and  a  Hospital  form  a  part  of  the  school, 
with  one  ward  exclusively  for  infants,  which  has  been  lately  endowed  by  benevolent 
ladies  of  New  York  ity  !  r.  Joseph  O'Dwyei ,  the  inventor  of  the  Intubati  oi 
Larynx,gives  practical  instruction  to  classes  organized  in  this  school,  and  only  here. 

For  atalofrue,  or  Further  Information,  address  CLARENCE  C-  RICE,  M.D., 

John  Humphreys,  Clerk.  Sec.  of  the  Faculty,  226  E.  20th  St.,  New  York  City- 
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^VLeDICAL  j^EWS  AND  ^VLlSCELLANY. 

Cincho  Quinine  and  a  "fruit  diet,,'  will  often  relieve  aggravated 
cases  of  malarial  poisoning. 


We  learn  that  by  a  Cablegram,  London,  October  25,  W.  R.  War- 
ner &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  received  highest  reward  from  American 
Exhibition  in  London  for  superiority  of  their  Sugar-coated  Pills 
and  Effervescing  Salts. 


ANTIPYRINE. 

It  is  not  generally  known  that  antipyrine  is  a  "patent  medicine." 
Such  is  a  fact,  however;  it  was  patented  in  Europe  and  America, 
in  '84 — and,  under  the  law?  of  France,  its  use  is  prohibited  in  that 
-country. 


The  Crown  Prince  of  Germany's  disease  has  at  last  been  ac- 
knowledged by  his  doctors  to  be,  what  every  body  else  believed 
all  along,  cancer;  and  at  last  accounts  the  great  professors  from 
all  parts  of  Europe  had  been  summoned  in  consultation,  with  a 
view,  it  is  supposed,  of  considering  the  advisability,  or  necessity, 
of  the  entire  removal  of  the  larynx,  a  last  and  desperate  resort. 

DIED. 

Dr.  J.  McKenzie  Johnson,  County  Physician  of  Galveston  county, 
died  in  Galveston  Wednesday  evening,  November  9,  aged  32  years. 
Dr.  Johnson  was  a  native  of  Galveston  county,  and  had  held  the 
position  of  County  Physician  four  years.  He  was  very  popular, 
and  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  order  of  Knights  of  Pythias. 


OUR  PARIS  LETTER. 

We  call  attention  to  Dr.  Weymann's  letter  from  Paris,  and  take 
pleasure  in  informing  our  readers  that  we  have  made  arrangements 
with  the  Doctor  for  a  letter  each  month.  He  will  visit  the  princi- 
pal cities  and  hospitals  of  Europe,  and  will  furnish  this  Journal 
with  short,  crisp  and  newsy  letters,  giving  accounts  of  all  that  is 
new  and  interesting  in  medicine  and  surgery,  as  practiced  by  the 
big  guns  of  the  old  world. 
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THE     CROWNING    ACHIEVEMENT    OF    OPHTHALMIC    SURGERY  OF  THE 
PRESENT  CENTURY. 

Under  this  title  Dr.  L.  Webster  Fox  describes  in  the  Medical  and 
Surgical  Reporter,  Professor  von  Hippel's  operation  for  the  trans- 
plantation of  the  rabbit's  cornea  to  that  of  man.  By  this  operation 
Von  Hippel  has  restored  sight  to  an  eye  practically  blind,  and  Dr. 
Fox  predicts  that  it  has  a  brilliant  future  in  doing  this  kind  of 
work.  He  saw  the  patient  upon  whom  the  first  successful  opera- 
tion was  performed,  and  learned  its  technique.  We  cannot  do 
better  than  furnish  to  our  readers  Dr.  Fox's  very  clear  and  com- 
plete description. 

The  patient  operated  upon  was  a  young,  healthy  peasant  girl, 
nineteen  years  of  age,  who  suffered  with  a  leucoma  of  the  cornea 
of  the  right  eye,  obscuring  vision  to  such  an  extent  that  qualit- 
ative perception  of  light  ouly  remained.  The  leucoma  simplex 
obscured  the  central  portion  of  the  pupil,  leaving,  however,  a 
circle  of  clear  cornea  at  its  outer  margin,  probably  two  mm.  wide. 
The  instrument  devised  by  Prof,  von  Hippel  for  performing  this 
operation  is  most  ingenious.  The  trephine  is  driven  by  a  clock- 
work and  the  cylinder  is  graduated  so  as  to  regulate  its  cutting 
depth  in  the  cornea.  The  leucomatous  cornea  opposite  the  pupil 
was  removed  by  this  instrument.  The  eyelids  were  separated  by 
an  ophthalmostat;  then,  under  the  influence  of  cocaine,  the  trephine 
was  placed  on  the  cornea  perpendicular  to  its  plane,  the  cylinder 
so  graduated  as  to  cut  a  certain  depth,  0.7  to  0.9.  This  cylinder  is 
then  put  in  motion  by  a  spring  clock  motion  much  after  the  manner 
of  a  Dudgnon's  sphygmograph;  the  hand  simply  steadies  the  in- 
strument against  the  probe;  after  the  circular  incision  is  made 
comes  the  most  important  and  delicate  part  of  the  operation,  i.  e> 
the  dissection  of  the  leucomatous  tissue  from  Descemet's  mem- 
brane. This  is  done  by  grasping  the  inner  lip  of  the  incised  tissue, 
and  with  the  greatest  care  and  precision  this  tissue  is  removed 
down  to  the  basement  membrane  lying  in  juxtaposition  to  Desce- 
met's membrane.  If,  after  the  removal  of  this  circular  piece  of 
cornea,  it  is  found  that  Descemet's  membrane  bulges  forward 
through  the  circular  opening,  which  in  almost  every  case  it  does,  a 
paracentesis  of  the  anterior  chamber  is  made  at  the  corneo- 
scleral margin,  relieving  the  intra-ocular  pressure. 
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The  rabbit  selected  from  which  to  obtain  the  graft  is  a  young, 
healthy  doe.  The  eye,  which  is  thoroughly  cocainized,  is  drawn 
forward  by  an  assistant  who  has  inserted  under  the  superior  and 
inferior  recti  muscles  two  strabismus-hooks;  the  eyelids  are  kept 
open  with  an  ophthalmostat;  the  drawing  forward  of  the  globe  en- 
ables the  trephine  to  be  inserted  and  watched  more  accurately  in 
its  incision;  the  cut  is  made  through  cornea  and  Descement's 
membrane;  this  graft  is  then  inserted  in  the  incision  made  in  the 
patient;  a  fine  probe  running  through  the  cylinder  of  the  trephine 
is  pushed  downward,  forcing  the  graft  into  place;  after  the  removal 
of  the  trephine  the  upper  eyelid,  which  is  drawn  forward  and 
downward,  is  pressed  against  the  inlaid  tissue,  all  being  held  firm 
by  a  pressure-bandage,  delicately  adjusted,  the  patient,  of  course, 
lying  on  his  back.  After  three  days  the  bandage  is  removed,  and 
the  eye  examined.  If  the  graft  is  in  situ,  it  will  probably  be  some- 
what hazy;  if  the  edges  have  not  turned  upward,  a  successful  result 
may  be  prognosticated. 

Dr.  Hippel  recently  showed  a  second  patient  and  demonstrated 
his  operation  before  the  Ophthalmological  Society  of  Heidelberg. 
The  patient  was  found  to  have  a  visual  acuity  of  20-200,  and  read 
Jaeger's  No.  6,  from  which  it  would  be  inferred  that  the  new  cornea 
did  not  clear  up  completely. — N.  Y.  Med.  Record. 


THE  STENOCARPINE  SENSATION. 

AN  ATTEMPT  TO  IMPOSE  UPON  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

Our  readers  are  doubtless  familiar  with  the  reports  of  Drs.  J.  H. 
Claiborne,  Hermann  Knapp  and  Edward  Jackson,  concerning  the 
so-called  new  local  anaesthetic,  Gleditschine  or  Stenocarpine, 
which  were  published  in  the  New  York  Medical  Record,  July  30th, 
August  13th  and  October  1st;  and  Philadelphia  Medical  News, 
September  3rd;  in  which  Gleditschine  was  claimed  to  possess  re- 
markable anaesthetic  and  mydriatic  properties. 

It  will,  therefore,  be  of  interest  to  them  to  learn  that  Messrs. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  announce  that  an  investigation  at  their  labor- 
atory, of  a  solution  purporting  to  be  a  2  per  cent,  solution  of 
Gleditschine,  or  Stenocarpine,  which  was  supplied  by  Messrs.  Lehn 
&  Fink,  of  New  York,  has  developed  the  fact  that  this  solution, 
with  which  the  experiments  thus  far  recorded  have  been  made, 
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contains  6  per  cent,  of  Cocaine  and  a  sulphate  of  a  salt  which 
further  experiment  is  likelp  to  prove  to  be  Atropia. 

F.  A.  Thompson,  Ph.  C,  also  reports,  after  careful  experiment 
with  the  leaves  of  Gleditschia  triacanthos,  from  which  Gleditschine 
or  Stenocarpine  is  claimed  to  have  been  derived,  that  they  contain 
only  an  infinitesimal  percentage  of  an  amorphous  alkaloid  devoid 
of  anaesthetic  or  mydriatic  properties. 

In  the  light  of  these  facts  it  seems  probable  that  the  Stenocarpine 
sensation  should  be  classed  with  the  Hopeine  fraud  of  malodorous 
memory,  and  that  the  physicians  who  have  already  published  re- 
ports regarding  Gleditschine  or  Stenocarpine  have  been  the  victims 
of  a  clever  hoax.    (By  request.) 


BOOK  NOTICES. 

Owing  to  the  illness  of  the  editor  during  the  first  half  of  Novem- 
ber, no  book  notices  have  been  prepared,  and  quite  a  number  of 
books  are  awaiting  review.    We  ask  the  indulgence  of  publishers 


AUSTIN  SANITARIUM. 

This  institution  was  organized  on  the  7th  inst.,  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors consisting  of  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner,  Dr.  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  Dr.  R. 
Steiner,  Dr.  B.  E.  Hadra,  and  Mr.  Walter  Tips.  Dr.  Tyner  was 
elected  President,  and  Dr.  Hadra  Manager  and  Secretary,  and  Mr 
Tips,  Treasurer.  A  charter  has  been  secured,  and  the  stockholders 
embrace  many  of  the  wealthiest  and  leading  business  men  of  Aus- 
tin. The  institution  will  be  for  females  only,  and  for  surgical  dis- 
eases. A  large  building  has  been  secured  and  splendidly  equipped; 
and  patients  will  find  every  comfort  prepared  for  them;  while  the 
names  of  the  distinguished  physicians  having  charge  is  sufficient 
guarantee  that  they  will  receive  the  best  attention  and  highest  med- 
ical and  surgical  skill.  It  is  expected  that  this  institution  will  be- 
come a  credit  to  the  proud  Capital  City  of  Texas. 


ACQUITTED. 

Dr.  G.  S.  Felder,  of  Webberville,  Travis  county,  who  had  been 
enticed,  while  under  the  influence  of  drink,  into  a  den  where  he 
was  being  fleeced,  killed  one  of  the  crowd  (a  colored  man),  last 
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winter  after  a  patient  and  tedious  trial,  was  unanimously  acquitted 
last  term  of  court.  Dr.  Felder  is  a  promising  young  physician, 
and  his  friends,  who  sympathised  with  him  in  his  misfortune,  now 
rejoice  with  him  in  his  acquittal. 


Lehn  &  Fink,  the  enterprising  chemists  of  New  York,  who 
charged  Park,  Davis  &  Co.  six  dollars  for  an  ounce  mixture  pur- 
porting to  be  a  two  per  cent,  solution  of  the  alleged  newly  discov. 
ered  alkaloid  gledits chine,  which  had  become  notorious  as  a  rival 
of  cocaine,  in  consequence  of  published  reports  by  Drs.  Claiborne 
and  Knapp,  and  which  solution,  on  analysis,  proved  to  be  a  six  per 
cent,  solution  of  cocaine,  and  worth  about  fifty  cents,  now  claim 
that  "Mr.  Goodman,"  the  alleged  discoverer,  had  placed  a  quan- 
tity of  the  solution,  in  bottles,  in  their^hands  for  sale.  (See  Drug- 
gist's Circular,  November,  page  262.) 

Too  thin.  Dr.  Claiborne,  in  his  article  in  GaillanVs  [ournal  for 
November,  says  the  solution  he  had,  and  with  which  he  made  the 
experiments,  was  all  there  was  of  it;  and  we  understand  that  it 
was  made  by  Goodman  at  Bayou  Sara,  La.,  extemporoneously. 

A  paragraph  on  the  next  page  of  the  Druggist's  Circular,  an- 
nounces the  ar7'est  of  Lehn  6°  Fink  on  a  charge  of  counterfeiting 
Merits  labels.  This,  probably,  furnishes  a  solution  to  the  question 
But.  notwithstanding  the  entire  reliability  and  honesty  of  Drs. 
Claiborne  and  Knapp,  there  is  still  a  mystery  about  the  subject. 
Park,  Davis  &  Co.'s  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Dr.  Thompson,  was 
unable  to  find  any  of  the  alkaloid  in  a  lot  of  leaves  and  twigs  of 
the  tree,  acknowledged  to  be  the  source  from  which  Goodman 
claims  to  have  procured  it.  The  trouble  seems  to  be  that  Good- 
man (by  the  bye,  who,  besides  being  "  a  veterinary  surgeon,"  is  Mr. 
Goodman  ?),  wants  to  make  money  out  of  his  "discovery;'' — wants 
to  keep  the  process  secret  by  which  he  claims  to  have  eliminated 
the  alkaloid,  so-called,  notwithstanding  his  apparently  fair  offer  as 
reproduced  in  this  number  from  the  New  York  Medical  Record. 

There  is  something  rotten  in  Denmark — and  it  begins  to  look 
like  a  collusion  between  Goodman,  and  Seward,  and  Lehn  &  Fink, 
and  that  Drs.  Claiborne  and  Knapp  have  been  unmercifully  duped. 
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THE  NACOGDOCHES  TEST  CASE.  9 

Physicians  of  Texas  will  read  with  interest  the  report  of  the  test 
case  in  Nacogdoches  county,  and  will  await  with  anxiety  the  de- 
cision— as  it  will  establish  a  precedent  which  will  doubtless  settle 
this  vexed  question.  It  seems  there  is  much  difference  between 
law  and  justice,  sometimes.  It  is,  to  us,  absurd  that  a  physician 
should  be  put  upon  the  stand,  and  called  a  witness,  and,  if  paid  at 
all,  paid  as  a  witness,  when,  instead  of  being  asked  to  testify  to 
facts,  he  is  made  to  give  an  opinion. 

To  acquire  the  knowledge  requisite  to  give  that  opinion  value, 
the  physician  has  expended  much  time  and  money,  and  his  knowl- 
edge constitutes,  really,  his  stock  in  trade,  his  goods  and  chattels; 
and  there  would  be  as  much  justice  in  taking  merchandise  by  force, 
as  in  extorting  an  opinion  from  a  physician,  under  the  absurd  pre- 
text that  he  is  "a  witness."  He  is,  in  no  sense,  a  witness.  A  wit- 
ness testifies  to  what  he  knows,  and  is  not  permitted  to  give  an 
opinion,  or  to  say  what  he  thinks;  whereas  a  physician  is  asked, 
not  what  he  knows,  but  what  he  thinks — his  opinion. 

The  medical  profession  should  arise  as  one  man,  and  protest 
against  such  robbery;  and  Dr.  Fears  deserves  their  thanks  for  hav- 
ing the  courage  to  test  the  matter.  If  it  should  be  decided  that  a 
physician  can  be  made  to  give  his  services  at  inquests,  at  laborers' 
wages,  and  to  give  "expert  testimony" — his  opinion — for  Si. 50  a 
day,  soon  it  will  be  difficult  to  get  a  physician  to  attend  a  case 
likely  to  get  into  court.  Instead  of  the  government  policy  where- 
by the  co-operation  of  the  medical  profession  can  be  had  in  the 
enforcement  of  the  laws,  the  treatment  physicians  receive  before 
the  courts  is  calculated  to  alienate  them;  and  they  will  get  out  of 
the  way  of  a  summons,  and  withhold  information  which  may  be 
very  valuable  to  the  ends  of  justice.  No  other  class  of  people  are 
subjected  to  such  an  outrage.  Why  should  a  physician  be  ex- 
pected to  do  more  for  his  country  than  any  one  else  ? 


A  CURE  FOR  WRINKLES. 

Wool-fat,  or  agnine,  is  made  from  the  wool  of  sheep,  by  steeping 
the  clippings  in  hot  alcohol.  By  this  process  a  yellow  grease  is 
precipitated,  chemically  identical  with  an  element  found  in  the  hu- 
man oils,  and  in  certain  vegetables,  such  as  peas  and  beans.  This 
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grease  has  recently  been  found  to  have  one  very  peculiar  property 
which  was  accidentally  discovered  by  Dr.  Morton  Prince,  of  Bos- 
ton. When  applied  with  rubbing,  it  passes  directly  through  the 
skin,  and  in  this  way  acts  as  a  nutrient  to  the  fatty  tissues  beneath. 
Thus,  it  has  the  effect  of  smoothing  out  the  wrinkles  produced  by 
the  attenuations  of  these  tissues  which  come  with  age.  An  anti- 
quated lady  has  nearly  removed  from  her  temples  the  unwelcome 
footprints  of  a  thousand  figurative  crows,  by  six  weeks  use  of  it. 
Dr.  Prince  has  also  used  it  with  success  in  other  cases,  and  it  has 
created  quite  a  sensation  in  Boston. — Druggists  Circular. 


DEATH   OE  PROFESSOR  MOSES  GUNN. 

Professor  Gunn,  of  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago,  one  of  the 
most  celebrated  surgeons  west  of  the  Allegheny  mountains,  died  in 
Chicago,  Nov.  4,  of  some  chronic,  or  malignant,  disease  of  the  liver. 
Dr.  Gunn  was  a  "natural  surgeon,"  and  was  said  to  be  gifted  with 
the  ability  to  make  a  correct  diagnosis  almost  instinctively.  He 
was  a  most  scrupulous  observer  of  professional  etiquette,  and  was 
remarkable  for  his  considerate  deportment  towards  all  professional 
men;  hence,  he  was  immensely  popular.  His  position  in  Chicago 
was  what  Gross'  was  in  Philadelphia,  and  Stone's  in  New  Orleans — 
the  surgeon,  universally  looked  up  to,  and  respected  by  all  classes, 
and  his  ability  recognized  and  deferred  to  by  his  colleagues.  His 
loss  will  be  a  serious  set  back  to  the  Rush  Medical  College. 


A  DOCTOR  IN  LIMBO. 

Prof.  Stjohn,  of  the  Chicago  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
was  recently  indicted  for  complicity  in  the  escape  of  the  '"boodle 
alderman,"  McGarrigle.  We  do  not  know  the  penalty,  nor  the  par- 
ticulars. 


GAILLARD'S  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 

Dr.  P.  B.  Porter  has  retired  from  the  editorial  management  of 
this  popular  publication,  and  hereafter  it  will  be  edited  by  the  own- 
er and  publisher,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Gaillard,  assisted  by  Geo. Tucker  Har- 
rison, M.  A.  M.  D.  and  J.  Herbert  Claiborne  Jr.,  M.  D.,  both  Vir- 
ginians.   The  management  is  to  be  congratulated  on  its  excellent 
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corps  of  collaborators,  which  consists  of  T.  Gaillard  Thomas,  M.  D., 
W.  T.  Lusk,  M.  D.,  D.  Bryson  Delavan,  M.  D.,  and  P.  B.  Porter,  M. 
D.,  of  New  York,  and  Hunter  McGuire,  M.  D.,  of  Richmond,  and 
C.  H.  Mastin,  M,  D.,  of  Mobile.  The  first  number  of  the  journal 
under  the  new  management  is  bright  and  attractive  in  its  make  up, 
the  contents  embracing  a  variety  of  interesting  original  and  select- 
ed matter. 

Mrs.  Gaillard  deserves,  and  we  are  happy  to  say,  is  receiving  a  cor- 
dial support  from  the  profession  of  America;  her  enterprise  and  pluck 
have  challenged  the  admiration  of  the  profession  everywhere,  and, 
the  distinguished  gentlemen  whose  names  appear  on  the  cover  of 
her  journal  have  gallantly  come  to  her  aid  and  support  from  pure 
admiration  for,  and  sympathy  in  her  heroic  endeavors  to  keep  the 
Journal  up  to  its  old  time  standard  of  excellence;  aud  declining 
any  compensation,  give  their  names  and  their  services  to  this  end 
with  a  chivalry  which  has  ever  characterized  the  Virginia  gentle- 
man. We  cordially  endorse  the  Journal  as  "the  best  journal  with 
which  we  are  acquainted,"  and  recommend  our  readers  to  sub- 
scribe for  it,  if  they  would  get  the  best  and  purest  medical  litera- 
ture of  the  day. 

BIOGRAPHY  OF  CONTEMPORARY  PHYSICIANS  OF  TEXAS,  ILLUSTRATED. 

Those  who  have  not  yet  contributed  the  data  from  which  to  pre- 
pare biographical  and  sketches  for  this  work  are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  the  publishers,  S.  H.  Dixon  &  Co.,  Austin.  They 
request  us  to  give  notice  that  the  work  is  to  be  pushed  to  comple- 
tion as  soon  as  the  financial  condition  of  the  country  will  enable 
them  to  complete  the  subscription  list,  and  also  to  say  that  ar- 
rangements have  been  made  to  secure  electro-engravings  at  a  price 
much  lower  than  at  first  announced.  A  good  cabinetphoto  should 
be  sent.    The  terms  are  easy. 


Errata.  When  it  was  too  late  to  correct  it,  we  found  the  intel- 
ligent compositor  had  made  us  say  "indigenious"  for  "indigenous,'' 
in  fourth  line  of  leading  editorial.  For  fear  some  hypercritical  con- 
temporary will  pounce  upon  it,  we  point  it  out  here,  and  now.  "Ex- 
cuse haste  and  a  bad  pen."  No  doubt  there  are  other  errors,  over- 
looked; if  so,  we  will  have  to  take  the  criticism  and  the  consequen- 
ces. It  is  said  Homer  once  nodded,  and  even  that  there  are  spots 
on  the  sun. 
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In  a  paper  read  before  the  Surgical  Section  of  the  International 
Medical  Congress,  held  at  Washington,  D.  C,  on  Sept.  5,  1887, 
styled,  "When  is  Colotomy  Justifiable?"  Joseph  M.  Matthews,  M. 
D.,  Professor  of  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  and  Clinical 
Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  the  Rectum  at  the  Kentucky  School  ofMed- 
icine,.said,  "I  can  not  understand  why  anyone  would  advise  Co- 
lomy  in  cases  of  ulceration,  per  se,  of  the  rectum.  With  strict  an- 
tiseptic precautions,  the  rectum  can  be~  kept  perfectly  clean,  and 
with  the  aid  of  the  different  meat  extracts  and  fluid  foods  in  the 
market,  the  bowel  can  be  absolutely  rested  any  length  of  time. 

The  milk  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Allingham  can  be  used,  or 
what  is  better  than  all,  in  my  experience,  the  preparation  called 
Bushes'  Fluid  Food,  or  Bovinine,  which  contains  26.58  of  soluble  al- 
buminoids, and  is  the  vital  principle  of  beef,  obtained  by  a  new  pro- 
cess. It  is  a  raw  fluid  food  extract,  and  admirably  suited  to  those 
cases  which  require,  during  treatment,  entire  absence  from  the  sol- 
ids. I  have  kept  patients  for  weeks  on  this  preparation  alone,  dur- 
ing which  time  local  applications  were  made  to  the  bowel,  until 
all  ulceration  had  healed." 


The  preparations  of  "Hypophosphites,"  "Coca,"  "Peprin,"  etc., 
made  by  "Messrs.  R.  A.  Robinson  &  Co.,"  are  endorsed  by  many- 
prominent  physicians.  We  recommend  a  careful  perusal  of  the  ad- 
vertisement of  this  well  known  manufacturing  house.  (See  page — ). 

The  fact  that  the  manufacturers  of  this  palatable  preparation  use 
the  purest  and  best  Pepsin  on  the  American  market,  and  that  every 
lot  made  by  them  is  carefully  testedybziorz  offering  for  sale,  is  a 
guarantee  to  the  physician  that  he  will  certainly  obtain  the  good 
results  he  expects  from  Pepsin. 


The  Leading  Features  of  the  Youth's  Companion  announce- 
ment for  1888,  just  published,  are  its  Six  Illustrated  Serial  Stories, 
by  Trowbridge,  Stephens,  and  others,  its  Two  Hundred  Short  Sto- 
ries and  Tales  of  Adventure,  its  articles  by  eminent  writers,  includ- 
ing the  Right  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Gladstone,  Professor  Tyndall,  General 
Lord  Wolsley,  Louisa  M.  Alcott,  Gen.  Geo.  Crook,  and  one  hund- 
red other  popular  authors.  The  Companion  has  two  million  read- 
ers a  week.  Every  family  should  take  it.  By  sending  your  sub- 
scription now,  with  $1.75,  you  will  receive  it  free  to  January  1,  18- 
88,  and  a  full  year's  subscription  from  that  date. 


The  Various  Pharmaceuticals  of  the  Charles  H.  Phillips  Chem- 
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ical  Company's  manufacture,  are  characterized  by  purity  of  the  se- 
selected  ingredients  and  care  in  the  manipulation,  which,  together 
with  the  neat  style  in  which  they  are  supplied  to  the  trade,  renders 
them  elegant.  The  firm  is  one  of  the  best  known  to  the  profession 
of  the  many  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  physicians'  supplies, 
and  enjoy  a  reputation  for  honesty  and  integrity  which  give  their 
products  a  wide  popularity. '  We  shall  never  forget  the  palatable 
cup  of  Cocoa  enjoyed  at  their  table  of  exhibits  at  the  Washington 
meeting  of  the  A.  M.  A.;  it  was  partaken  of  by  thousands,  and  was 
an  elegant  and  effective  advertisement. 

Fairchild  Bros.  &  Foster,  the  manufacting  chemists  of  82  and 
84  Fulton  Street,  New  York,  have  been  for  a  number  of  years  en- 
gaged in  catering  to  the  wants  of  the  practicing  physician,  and  un- 
derstanding chemistry,  and  the  physiology  of  digestion,  they  have 
succeeded  in  putting  into  the  hands  ot  the  profession  a  number  of 
valuable  aids  in  practice.  One  of  the  achievements  of  the  age 
is  the  predigestion  of  milk  by  their  peptogenic  powders;  and  the 
"Essence  of  Pepsine"  prepared  by  them  and  advertised  on  our  sec- 
ond cover  page,  is  the  acme  of  perfection  as  a  digestive  agent.  This 
is  an  old  and  reliable  house. 


Cholera  Infantum,  the  dreadful  scourge  of  childhood,  is  said 
to  be  robbed  of  many  of  its  terrors  if  Nestles'  Milk  Food  is  used 
-early.    This  is  on  the  authority  of  an  eminent  English  physician. 


Prof.  Atfield  says  of  "  Beef  Peptonoids,"  manufactured  byReid 
&  Carnrick,  "  It  is  by  far  the  most  nutritious  and  concentrated  food 
I  have  ever  met  with."    Strong  language  from  such  an  outhority. 


The  medical  profession  should  ever  be  grateful  to  the  man  who 
first  prepared  and  gave  to  the  world  that  valuable  combination  of 
digestives  known  as  "  Lactopeptine."  It  is  a  skilfully  prepared 
combination  of  the  meat-converting,  fat-converting,  and  starch-con- 
verting materials,  acidified  with  a  small  proportion  of  the  acids 
that  exist  normally  in  the  stomach,  and  it  has  been  pronounced  by 
Prof.  Atfield,  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Society,  of  Great  Brit- 
tain,  superior  to  pepsine  alone.  Lactopeptine  is  manufactured  at 
Yonkers,  by  the  N.  Y.  Pharmacal  Association. 
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A  New  Stethoscope  on  the  Autophonic  Principle;  by  R.  Lea- 
man,  M.  D.,  demonstrator  of  clinical  medicine  in  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College.    From  the  "Medical  News,  September  3,  1887: 

"Last  winter  Professor  Da  Costa,  in  a  lecture  introductory  to 
diseases  of  the  chest,  suggested  that  a  simple  resonating  apparatus 
might  be  applied  to  the  single  stethoscope  as  others  had  attempted 
to  apply  a  microphonic  arrangement  to  the  double  instrument 
This  suggestion  I  laid  before  Mr.  Hentschke,  a  musical  instrument 
maker,  who  has  succeeded  in  making  an  improvement  in  both  the 
single  and  double  instrument,  which,  after  due  and  unbiassed  trial, 
we  consider  the  best  instruments  in  the  market.  The  idea  of  ap- 
plying membranes  to  stethoscopes  for  the  purpose  of  reeinforcing 
the  sound  waves,  is,  of  course,  by  no  means  a  new  one. 

"Two  features,  however,  are  brought  out  in  this  'autophonic 
stethoscope'  which  are  new.  The  fish  skin  membrane  used  can  be 
safely  stretched  very  tight,  and  is  not  affected  by  damp  weather; 
also  the  membrane  is  arranged  in  such  a  manner  as  to  form  what 
we  might  call  an  autophone.  A  conical 
shaped  diaphram  is  inserted  in  the  conical 
end  of  the  stethoscope  with  an  interspace 
between,  which  acts  as  a  resonating  chamber. 
The  result  of  this  arrangement  is  not  only  to 
increase  somewhat  the  loudness  of  sounds, 
but  it  also  enables  us  to  define  sound  better. 

"In  one  instance,  a  heart  murmur  which 
was  inaudible  with  the  ordinary  double 
stethoscope,  was  plainly  brought  out  when 
the  resonating  chamber  was  attached.  Pro- 

ifessor  Da  Costa  states  that  with  the  single 
autophonic  stethoscope  he  has  noticed  that 
the  sounds  are  made  clear  without  the  re- 
moval of  the  protecting  cap. 
"Dr.  J.  C.  Wilson  informs  me  that  he  has 
'used  the  authophonic  stethoscope  with  great 
A  represents  the  improved  gun- metal  stethoscope,  with  ear  piece  as  devised  by 
Professor  DaCosta,  and  the  protecting  cap  upon  the  opposite  extremity.  B  shows 
the  diaphragm  with  the  fish  skin  drawn  over  it.  C  shows  the  protecting  cap. 
satisfaction  during  his  past  term  of  service  in  the  wards  of  the  Phi- 
ladelphia Hospital,"  1033  Vine  street. 
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Price  of  autophonic  stethoscope,  $3.00.  For  sale  by  William 
Snowden,  No.  7  South  Eleventh  street,  Philadelphia. 


Dr.  Keating  says  that  the  most  successful  physician  in  chil- 
dren's practice  is  the  one  who  is  most  particular  in  regard  to  the 
child's  diet.  Where  the  child  nurses  its  mother,  the  matter  is 
usually  settled  without  question.  But  often  sufficient  or  impera- 
tive reasons  exist  for  artificial  feeding  and  then  too  much  caution 
cannot  be  used.  Cow's  milk  diluted  is  unsatisfactory  in  its  results 
and  starchy  foods  ought  not  to  be  used.  Dr.  Randolph,  of  Phila- 
delphta,  tersely  says  :  "If  an  infant  cannot  digest  starch,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  starch  is  worse  than  useless  as  angredient  in  its  food.  But 
the  converse  of  this  does  not  obtain.  The  mere  fact  that  a  given 
infant  can  digest  a  certain  quantity  of  farinaceous  material  is  in  it- 
self no  proof  that  such  material  is'  a  useful  ingredient  in  the  dietary 
of  that  infant.  The  ratios  existing  in  human  milk  between  car- 
bohydrates, fat  and  proteid,  cannot  with  safety  be  greatly  altered 
in  an  artificial  food  for  early  infant  life."  That  an  infant  may  be 
brought  up  on  a  food  which  does  not  possess  this  requirement,  is 
true,  but  it  isjequally  true  that  the  child,  if  it  had  been  properly  fed, 
would  have  obtained  such  health  and  vigor  as  it  cannot  after- 
wards get.  An  infant  ought  to  be  fed  intelligently,  with  food  re- 
sembling asjclosely  as  possible,  the  natural  supply.  This  should 
not  only  be  the  same  chemically  but  have  the  same  physiological 
effect.  There  are  many  methods  proposed  for  accomplishing  this. 
We  have  obtained  the  best  results  from  Mellin's  preparation.  The 
child  is  not  only  fed,  bnt  properly  fed,  for  Mellin's  Food  consists 
largely  of  soluble  carbohydrates  which  are  needful  to  maintain  the 
heat  and  vitality  of  the  body,  with  the  proper  proportion  of  soluble 
albuminoids  for  the  formation  of  tissues,  and  the  salts  necessary 
for  the  formation  of  bone,  and  these  are  all  in  the  condition  most 
favorable'for  assimilation.  The  proportion  in  Mellin's  Food  of 
albuminoids  to  other  nutritive  substances  is  1  to  4-4  which  authori- 
ties assert  is  the  correct  ratio.  If  the  feeding  is  intelligently  reg- 
ulated, the  child  will  thrive  on  this  diet,  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  both  physician  and  parents. 
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A  CASE  OF  EXTRA  UTERINE  PREGNANCY  AND  GASTROTOMY. 


Reported  by  Wm.  M.  Cunningham,  M.  D.,  of  Bastrop,  Texas. 

Read  before  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  and  published  by  vote  of  the 
Publishing  Committee.* 

THE  subject  of  this  report,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  W  ,  was  an 
American  lady,  of  the  highest  standing,  in  the  good  society 
of  beloved  old  Bastrop. 

I  was  called  to  see  her  for  the  firs*;  time,  on  the  the  14th  of  last 
July,  without  an  intimation  as  to  the  nature  of  her  trouble.  I  found 
that  her  abdomen  was  very  much  distended,  so  much  so,  that  her 
respiration  was  materially  interfered  with,  and  the  heart  action  was 
very  quick.  Her  temperature  was  iooQ  Fahrenheit,  and  her  pulse 
120  beats  per  minute.  By  palpation,  I  discovered,  that  the  ab- 
domen contained  a  fluid;  and  by  pressure  over  the  right  inguinal 
region,  I  could  feel  a  hard  tumor,  which  was  quite  movable. 

*)  By  vote  of  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  DinieV*  Texts  Medical  Jo.irnal 
■was  unanimously  selected  as  the  official  organ  of  the  Society. 
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getting  rid  of  the  tumor,  and  as  offering  the  only  hope  of  her  ulti- 
mate recovery;  that,  if  it  were  left  alone,  it  would  soon  destroy  her 
life,  as  it  had  begun  to  develop  itself,  and  to  interfere  with  the 
functions  of  the  abdominal  organs.  I  told  them'of  the  seriousness 
of  the  operation.  From  this  fact  a  surgeon  would  be  justifiable  in 
opening  the  abdomen,  and  removing  the  tumor. 

The  history  of  such  tumors  is,  that  when  they  begin  to  develop, 
and  enlarge,  to  such  an  extent,  as  to  interfere  with  the  proper  func- 
tions of  the  abdominal  organs,  they  then  begin  to  undermine  and 
break  down  nutrition,  and  if  left  alone,  they  have  but  one  ending, 
and  that  ending  is  destruction  of  life.    There  is  no  exception. 

This  was  repugnant  to  my  patient,  and  to  her  family ;  and  I 
hope,  it  is  allowed  me  to  say,  that  it  was  repugnant  also  to  her 
physician.  It  is  a  very  serious  operation,  and  its  forebodings  are 
sadness,  and  a  great  sense  of  responsibility.  He  submitted  the 
operation,  and  his  willingness  to  do  it,  or  have  it  done,  because  he 
felt  that  it  was  his  duty.  In  a  few  days  after  this  last  interview, 
my  patient  and  her  family  had  considered  this  operation,  and  de- 
cided, that  if  it  offered  the  only  chance  for  her  recovery,  she  and 
her  family  wanted  it  done. 

I  immediately  asked  for  consultation.  Drs.  W.  G.  V.  Hickman, 
of  Smithville,  C.  S.  Tatum,  of  Weimar,  and  Samuel  Cunningham, 
my  brother,  of  Elgin,  were  each  separately  called,  and  they  each, 
and  every  one,  agreed  with  me  in  the  diagnosis,  and  that  if  she  were 
left  alone,  without  the  operation,  she  would  soon  die,  and  that  if 
the  tumor  were  removed,  she  would  have  some  chance  to  get  well, 
and  they  advised  the  operation.  Our  decision  was  given  to  the 
family,  and  to  my  patient.  We  discussed  the  propriety  of  keeping 
her  on  a  tonic  course  of  treatment,  until  the  weather  became  cooler; 
but  decided,  that  delay  in  her  case,  was  dangerous.  We  accord- 
ingly set  some  day  in  the  following  week  for  the  operation. 

But  before  the  time  came,  she  began  to  loose  her  appetite,  the 
accumulation  was  taking  place  rapidly  in  the  abdominal  cavity, 
so  much  so,  that  on  the  eight  day  of  August,  I  tapped  her  cyst 
again,  using  the  same  method  and  precaution,  as  in  the  first  case, 
and  drew  off  three  gallons  more  of  this  serous  fluid.  She  began  to 
improve  at  once.  The  wound  of  the  trocar,  as  in  the  first  instance, 
healed  by  first  intention.    And  although  the  solid  portion  of  the 
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tumor  was  still  enlarging,  and  the  accumulation  of  fluid  rapidly 
taking  place,  she  was  soon  thought  to  be  in  as  good  a  condition  to 
stand  the  operation  as  she  would  ever  be.  Accordingly  on  the  17th 
day  of  August,  Dr«.  W.  G.  V.  Hickman  and  Samuel  Cunningham, 
having  been  called  back,  we  decided  to  operate.  Her  bowels  were 
moved  the  evening  before  with  a  dose  of  the  sulphate  of  magnesia, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  operation,  with  an  enema.  Her  blad- 
der being  emptied,  she  was  placed  on  the  table,  and  anaesthesia 
was  produced  by  the  inhalation  of  sulphuric  aether,  until  anaes- 
thesia was  almost  complete,  when  it  was  discontinued,  andSquibb's 
chloroform  used  during  the  operation. 

Our  instruments  and  hands  having  been  disinfected,  we  made 
an  incision,  beginning  about  two  inches  below  the  umbilicus,  ex- 
tending about  four  and  a  half  inches  in  the  median  line,  towards 
the  symphysis  pubis,  down  to  the  peritoneum.  We  stopped  until 
all  hemorrhage  had  been  checked.  Then  catching  up  the  peri- 
toneum, with  a  tenaculum  at  the  lower  angle  of  the  incision,  per- 
forating it,  we  introduced  a  grooved  director,  and  slit  it  up  with  a 
sharp  bistoury  to  the  upper  angle  of  the  incision. 

We  expected  to  find  the  walls  of  the  cyst  just  beneath  the  peri- 
toneum— but  not  so.  The  abdominal  cavity  contained  this  serous 
fluid.  We  placed  a  large  flat  sponge  over  the  incision,  turned  the 
patient  on  her  right  side,  and  let  all  this  fluid  run  out ;  there  was 
about  two  gallons.  After  placing  her  on  her  back,  we  introduced 
our  hand,  and  found,  that  the  tumor  had  no  parietal  attachment  ; 
that  it  was  not  attached  to  the  uterus,  nor  to  either  ovary.  We 
raised  it  gently  out  of  the  abdominal  cavity,  and  found  that  it  was 
an  abdominal  pregnancy,  in  which  the  foetus  had  become  ossified* 
We  found  that  almost  surrounding  the  ossified  foetus,  was  a  fleshy 
mass,  and  a  thick,  dense  walled  fluctuating  cyst.  The  whole  tumor 
had  five  attachments  to  the  mesentery,  the  small  bowels,  and  to 
the  great  omentum,  two  of  which  were  very  strong.  It  was  largely 
supplied  with  blood  vessels,  from  the  mesenteric  and  omental  ar- 
teries and  veins.  The  blood  vessels  were  unusually  large,  and 
their  walls  very  thin.  One  artery,  just  before  entering  the  tumor, 
had  pouched  out  into  an  aneurism,  about  the  size  of  an  English  wal- 
nut, and  looked  as  if  it  were  just  ready  to  burst.  We  decided,  as 
we  had  gone  thus  tar,  and  fearing  fatal  hemorrhage  at  any  moment, 
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we  would  complete  the  operation.  Accordingly,  after  catching  up 
the  attachments  of  the  tumor,  being  careful  not  to  catch  up  a 
nuckle  of  intestine  with  the  ovariotomy  forceps,  on  account  of 
the  collateral  circulation,  we  placed  two  white  silk  ligatures  on 
each  of  the  attachments,  one  below,  and  the  other  above  the  for- 
ceps, and  divided  them  between  the  ligatures.  Thus  we  removed 
the  tumor  without  much  hemorrhage.  We  sponged  out  the  ab- 
dominal cavity  until  we  had  cleaned  it  as  well  as  we  could. 

Then  we  brought  the  wound  together,  using  silver  wire  for  the 
ueep  quilled  sutures,  and  white  silk  for  the  superficial  interrupted 
sutures.  We  were  careful  to  see  that  the  opposite  walls  of  the 
peritoneum  were  brought  in  juxtaposition.  After  putting  on  ad- 
hesive plaster,  a  roller  of  carbolized  surgeons  lint  and  an  abdomi- 
nal bandage,  we  placed  our  patient  on  a  more  comfortable  bed, 
and  the  operation  was  finished.  A  hypodermic  of  morphine  was 
given,  her  face  bathed  with  cold  water,  warmth  applied  to  her  feet, 
and  the  anaesthesia  was  soon  gone.  She' soon  rallied,  and  talked 
with  her  children. 

By  dissecting  the  tumor,  we  found  that  only  the  back  of  the 
body,  the  trunk,  hips,  shoulders,  neck  and  occiput,  could  be  recog- 
nized as  a  fcetal  formation,  and  was  of  the  consistency  of  bone.  It 
was  about  five  inches  in  length,  and  two  inches  in  breadth.  Cut- 
ting the  foetus  from  the  solt  portion  of  the  tumor,  we  found  that  its 
face,  arms,  legs,  and  its  whole  front,  had  perished  and  was  wanting. 
Attached  to  the  right  shoulder  by  a  bony  connection,  was  another 
ossified  formation,  resembling  very  much  the  back  portion  of 
another  head,  though  this  was  not  as  perfect,  as  the  head  attached, 
to  the  body  by  the  neck.  The  soft  portion  of  the  tumor  into 
which  the  foetus  was  partially  buried,  did  not  differ  from  the 
texture  and  consistency  of  a  placental  formation.  When  we  cut 
into  the  cyst,  about  a  quart  and  a  half  of  semi-fluid  blood  escaped. 
The  weight  of  the  whole  tumor  was  seven  pounds. 

We  reported  the  nature  of  the  tumor  to  the  family.  Whereupon, 
the  oldest  daughter  told  me,  that  her  mother  did  think,  she  was 
pregnant  about  twenty-one  years  ago,  but  that  her  menopause  came 
on  shortly  afterwards,  or  about  that  time,  and  she  considered  it  all 
due  to  that.  We  thought  best  not  to  tell  our  patient  that  it  was  an 
abdominal  pregnancy.    Of  course,  our  prognosis  was  very  unfavor- 
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able,  when  we  consider  the  attachments,  and  the  kind  of  tumor  we 
removed'in  this  case.  Had  it  been  an  ovarian  cystic  tumor  with 
only  one  attachment  to  the  ovary,  the  prognosis  would, have  been 
more  favorable.  But  there  is  no  way  by  which  a  differential  diag- 
nosis can  be  made  between  a  compound  ovarian  cystic  tumor,  and 
a  long  standing  abdominal  pregnancy,  where  the  history  of  the 
case  was  so  imperfect,  without  cutting  down  on  the  tumor. 

The  shock  of  the  operation  was  considerable  ;  but  not  as  much 
as  we  expected  to  see  in  an  aged  woman  like  her.  She  suffered  a 
little  from  nausea,  and  vomiting,  for  twenty-four  hours.  Her  tem- 
perature was  a  little  below  normal,  970  to  qSq  Fahrenheit,  during 
the  first  sixteen  hours,  when  it  began  to  rise.  On  the  second  day. 
her  temperature  had  become  normal,  and  her  pulse  below  a 
hundred.  She  was  cheerful,  and  remarked,  that  if  she  had  known, 
the  operation  was  no  more  severe  than  the  one  she  had  passed 
through,  she  would  have  known  that  she  could  have  stood  it  and 
lived.  She  took  some  nourishment  during  the  day.  consisting  of 
milk  and  egg-nogg.  Quinine  and  opium  were  given  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  after  treatment,  to  prevent  movement  of  the  bowels, 
and  as  a  prophylatic  to  inflammation.  Icebags  were  applied  to 
the  abdominal  wound  for  the  same  purpose,  and  to  prevent  too 
much  heat  in  the  parts.  She  rested  well  all  night,  and  felt  more 
cheerful  on  the  third  morning.  She  wanted  a  cup  of  coffee,  which 
was  given  her.  The  same  treatment  of  the  previous  day  was  con- 
tinued, and  she  did  well  until  about  six  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
She  had  been  sleeping  from  the  effects  of  opium,  and  on  waking, 
she  asked  for  water,  which  was  given  her  with  a  large  spoon  while 
laying  on  her  back.  She  choked  on  the  water,  and  in  an  effort  at 
relief,  turned  herself  quickly  and  violently  on  her  side.  She  hurt 
herself  in  the  turn.  A  constant  nausea,  and  an  effort  at  vomiting, 
continued  to  such  an  extent  as  to  prevent  her  from  speaking  for  an 
hour.  A  cold  perspiration  came  out  on  her  face  and  hands.  Her 
pulse  became  small,  rapid  and  unsteady.  The  symptoms  were  so 
alarming,  that  I  feared  fatal  hemorrhage  had  taken  place.  I  gave 
her  a  hypodermic  of  morphine,  and  she  soon  dropped  off  into  a 
restless  sleep  ;  digitalis  was  also  given.  These  symptoms  continued 
until  morning,  when  she  seemed  much  revived,  but  did  not  feel  as 
well  as  the  morning  before.    Her  temperature  was  1010  Fahrenheit, 
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and  her  pulse  108  per  minute.  There  was  some  tympanites  of  the 
abdomen. 

The  abdominal  wound  was  examined,  and  found  healing  nicely. 
She  complained  of  a  little  tenderness  on  pressure  over  the  ab- 
domen. The  application  of  cold,  and  the  administration  of  opium 
were  continued.  Digitalis  and  quinine  were  also  continued.  But 
there  was  no  abatement  of  temperature,  nor  did  it  rise  any  higher. 
She  became  a  little  more  cheerful  as  the  day  passed  off,  until 
evening,  about  six  o'clock,  when  the  symptoms  again  grew  alarm- 
ing, but  not  so  much  as  the  night  before.  We  watched  her  care- 
fully all  night.  Her  temperature  did  not  rise,  but  her  pulse  ran 
up  to  a  hundred  and  twenty,  and  was  a  little  unsteady. 

She  passed  through  the  night  and  was  revived  beyond  my  expec- 
tation. This  was  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day  after  the  opera- 
tion. Her  temperature  remained  at  ioiq  Fahrenheit  during  the 
day,  and  her  pulse  came  down  to  ninety-six  per  minute,  occasion- 
ally was  a  little  more  frequent.  Her  urine  had  to  be  drawn  off  with 
the  catheter,  as  it  had  been  every  eight  and  twelve  hours.  She 
felt  a  desire,  for  the  first  time,  since  the  operation,  for  her  bowels 
to  move.  A  large  rubber  tube  was  introduced  above  the  splhincter- 
ani  muscle.  A  good  deal  of  gas  escaped  but  no  fecal  matter,  and 
she  felt  somewhat  relieved.  She  took  some  nourishment  with  a 
little  relish  ;  but  she  was  nervous  and  tremulous  all  the  day.  Late 
in  the  evening  she  became  delirious.  Her  pulse  ran  up  and  was 
feeble,  unsteady  and  irregular,  and  the  symptoms  were  more 
alarming  than  ever. 

I  called  the  family  together,  and  told  them  that  there  was  no 
hope,  that  she  would  die. 

By  the  use  of  stimulants,  she  lived  through  the  night ;  but  at 
morning  dawn,  she  died  from  exhaustion  and  heart  failure. 

My  theory  in  this  case  is,  that  pregnancy  must  have  taken  place 
many  years  ago,  somewhere  within  the  fimbriated  extremity  of  the 
right  fallopian  tube,  or  within  the  ovary  itself;  and  within  the  first 
three  weeks  of  gestation,  before  the  formation  of  the  placenta,  the 
embryo  was  expelled  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  invested  in  its 
decidua.  The  placenta  formed  and  made  its  attachments  to  the 
mesentery,  the  bowels  and  omentum.  Gestation  continued  for 
four  or  five  months,  or  longer,  when  the  foetus  died.    Being  pre- 
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served  from  decay,  it  underwent  a  gradual  change,  and  became  of 
the  consistency  of  bone,  after  many  years.  The  amniotic  fluid 
must  have  been  absorbed,  and  the  hard,  bony  foetus  became  em- 
bedded in  its  own  placenta,  and  acted  as  a  foreign  irritating  sub- 
stance; hence,  this  whole  mass  of  fecundation,  developed  into  a 
large  tumor.  By  reason  of  its  presence,  its  growth,  and  its  pres- 
sure, the  abdominal  membranes  poured  out  a  serous  fluid  into  the 
abdominal  cavity — thus  adding  pressure  to  pressure,  which  greatly 
interfered  with  the  action  of  the  abdominal  organs,  and  finally  led 
to  this  operation. 

It  is  true,  that  this  lady  was  very  old  to  have  undergone  so 
serious  an  operation,  but  it  gave  her  the  only  chance  for  recovery. 
If  it  had  been  left  alone,  she  would  have  soon  died,  as  do  all  cases 
of  abdominal  and  ovarian  tumors,  which  develop  in  size  and  ar  - 
rest the  functions  of  the  vital  organs,  when  left  alone,  unrelieved 
by  surgery.  Surgeons  do  not  seem  to  take  into  much  considera- 
tion the  age  of  a  patient,  when  they  contemplate  the  operation  of 
ovariotomy,  or  gastrotomy.  They  prefer  their  patient  to  have 
passed  that  climax  in  life,  in  which  menstruation  has  ceased. 
Statistics  show  that  the  operation  is  far  more  successful  after  the 
menopause,  than  during  the  age  of  menstruation. 

In  all  cases  of  non-malignant  ovarion  abdominal  tumors,  which 
are  movable,  whose  attachments  are  not  extensive,  and  which  have 
no  attachment  to  the  liver,  if  they  have  begun  to  develop  in  size, 
and  to  interfere  with  the  proper  functions  of  the  abdominal  organs, 
and  if  the  constitution  and  vital  powers  of  the  patient  are  reason- 
ably good,  the  operation  of  ovariotomy,  or  gastrotomy,  for  the  re- 
moval of  these  tumors  is  perfectly  justifiable  at  any  age  in  life. 


GASTROTOMY;  FOR  INCISED  WOUND  OF  STOMACH;  FISH  BONES 
REMOVED  FROM  THE  ABDOMINAL  CAVITY. 

Read  beforeAustin  District  Medical  Association,  and  voted  to  be  publsh?d  in  Daniel's 
Texas  Medicai  Journal . 

By  J.  A.  Black,  M.  D.,  Round  Rock,  Tevas. 

JULY  20,  1887,  at  9  o'clock  p.  m.,  Wm.  Edwards,  farmer,  white, 
age  17,  married,  was  cut  while  attending  a  country  dance. 
The  long  blade  of  a  large  pocket  knife  entered  the  abdomen  at  the 
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left  side,  immediately  below  the  lower  margin  of  ribs,  about  five 
inches  from  the  median  line,  making  an  external  wound  two  inches 
long,  extending  toward  the  median  line,  parallel  with  the  margin 
of  ribs,  from  which  escaped  undigested  food,  and  blood. 

July  21,  at  9  o'clock  a.  m,,  12  hours  from  the  time  of  the  in- 
jury, I  saw  the  patient  for  the  first  time.  He  had  tossed  about  all 
night,  in  great  pain,  and  without  medical  attention.  I  gave  anodynes 
and  placed  him  in  a  position  which  favored  the  escape  of  the  food 
and  blood  until  assistance  could  arrive.  Four  hours  later,  Dr.  T. 
J.  Bennett,  of  Austin,  with  my  assistance,  proceeded  to  operate  by 
enlarging  the  original  cut  in  the  direction  of  the  median  line,.  First 
an  incision  about  two  inches  in  length  was  made,  which  proving  to- 
be  inadequate,  a  further  incision  was  carried  to  the  median  line, 
making  a  total  external  opening  of  five  and  a  half  inches  trans- 
versely across  the  abdomen,  terminating  just  below  the  xyphoid 
cartilage.  Several  large  fish  bones,  some  of  them  over  an  inch  in 
length,  and  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  together  with  a  quan- 
tity of  undigested  food,  and  some  blood,  were  found  lying  on  the 
great  omentum  and  intestines,  and  were  removed.  The  small  in- 
testines, as  well  as  the  transverse  and  a  portion  of  the  descending 
colon,  were  pulled  outside,  laid  upon  aseptic  towels,  and  searched 
for  wounds,  but  none  were  found.  The  investigation  was  extended 
above  the  line  of  incision,  when  it  was  found  that  the  blade  had 
passed  through  the  great  omentum  and  entered  the  stomach  near 
the  center  of  the  great  curvature,  making  a  wound  about  one  and  a 
half  inches  in  length. 

The  stomach  was  then  drawn  outside,  and  two  interrupted  and 
two  continuous  sutures,  making  four  in  all,  were  made  in  the  wound; 
fine  iron-dyed  silk  was  used  to  close  the  wound.  Catgut  was  thought 
of,  but  it  was  feared  that  the  gastric  juices  would  digest  the  sutures 
before  union  could  take  place.  As  the  stomach  was  pulled  outside 
vomiting  took  place,  and  some  depression  was  noticeable  for  a 
short  time.  It  is  worthy  of  note,  that,  while  vomiting  was  taking 
place,  the  stomach  was  held  in  the  hand  of  the  operator,  and  the 
firm  and  uniform  contractions  which  the  muscular  structures  would 
indicate  to  take  place  in  vomiting,  were  actually  felt.  Absorbent 
cotton  was  used  instead  of  sponges.  The  viscera  were  carefully 
cleansed  and  returned,  and  the   abdominal    cavity  mopped  out 
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with  the  cotton.  No  irrigation  was  employed.  The  external  wound 
was  then  closed  by  eight  interrupted  sutures  of  strong  iron-dyed 
silk,  the  peritoneum  being  included  in  each  one.  Space  was  left 
for  the  escape  of  pus,  in  case  any  should  form. 

Iodoform  and  carbolated  absorbent  cotton,  confined  by  a  broad 
bandage,  tightly  applied,  constituted  the  dressing.  The  patient 
was  placed  on  his  back,  with  the  shoulders  elevated,  and  a  roll  of 
quilt  placed  under  the  knees.  Anodyne  and  nutrient  enemas — 
only  ice  water  to  enter  the  stomach — position  of  patient-  attention 
to  bladder,  etc.,  constituted  the  chief  directions  given  the  nurse 
after  operation. 

July  22,  temperature  102.  Vomiting  at  short  intervals  since  the 
operation,  until  about  noon  to-day — 23  hours.  Some  trouble  in 
urinating,  relieved  by  hot  cloths  over  lower  part  of  abdomen.  Se- 
vere headache  all  the  time.  Some  swelling — no  discharge  from 
wound.    Treatment  continued. 

Jaly  23.  Temperature  101,  pulse  103.  Nausea,  no  vomiting. 
Still  severe  headache.  Wound  in  apparently  same  condition  as 
yesterday.    Treatment  about  the  same. 

July  24.  Some  discharge  from  wound — a  little  nausea  occas- 
ionally; headache.  Bowels  moved  by  simple  enema.  Tempera- 
ture and  pulse  about  same. 

July  25,  fourth  day.  Some  swelling  about  wound;  general  tym- 
panites; headache.  Good  deal  of  pus  discharging  from  lower  edge 
of  wound;  also,  some  from  suture  points;  sutures  were  taken  out 
and  rubber  adhesive  plaster  applied.  First  nourishment  by  mouth; 
boiled  milk,  lime  water  iced,  turpentine  stupes  over  abdomen. 

July  26  and  27.  Less  swelling,  free  discharge  of  pus.  Temper- 
ature normal,  pulse  weak,  pains  over  abdomen,  not  so  much  head- 
ache. Gave  beef  tea,  soft  boiled  eggs,  boiled  milk:  opium  for 
pain. 

July  28.  Temperature  normal,  pulse  weak,  rapid,  somewhat  ir- 
regular, violent  diarrhoea,  patient  somewhat  despondent.  Brandy, 
boiled  milk,  morphia,  plumbi  acetas,  pro  re  nota. 

July  29.  Better.  No  diarrhoea,  very  little  discharge  of  pus. 
Diet  and  treatment  continued. 

July  30.    Pulse  good,  temperature  normal.    Bowels    have  not 
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moved  since  evening  of  28;  abdomen  soft,  very  little  soreness. 
Stimulating  nourishment  continued. 

August  1.  Afternoon.  Patient  was  attacked  with  severe  colli- 
quative diarrhoea,  probably  eliminative.  Patient  nearly  washed 
into  the  great  unknown.  Stools  offensive,  no  pain.  Gallic  acid, 
ergot,  opium.  Nourishment  with  pepsin. 

External  wound  nearly  healed  August  3. 

Diarrhcea  continued  with  more  or  less  severity  until  August  6. 

Bowels  did  not  move  any  more  until  August  10. 

Good  nourishment  kept  up  and  relished;  digestive  tonics.  Pa- 
tient went  on  to  perfect  recovery.  [Patient  was  present  at  the  meet- 
ing. Ed.] 


REMARKS  0>  HEMATURIA  MIASMAT1CA  A>'D  ITS  TREATMENT. 


By  A.  N.  Perkins,  M.  D.,  Sabine  Pass,  Texas. 
For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

HEMATURIA  Miasmatica  is  perhaps  the  most  serious  and 
fatal  disease  incidental  to  a  southern  latitude.  Unless  treated 
early  and  properly,  it  is  almost  invariably  fatal. 

As  it  is  considered  by  every  one  to  be  a  disease  of  malarial  ori- 
gin, it  is  strange  that  it  has  so  recently  become  familiar  to  the  gen- 
eral practitioner  of  the  south.  Twenty  years  ago  it  was  unknown, 
or,  at  least,  a  very  rare  disease,  where  now  it  prevails  to  an  alarm- 
ing extent. 

Many  old  and  experienced  physicians  who  have  spent  years  in 
malarial  regions,  and  were  perfectly  familiar  with  intermittent  and 
remittent  fevers,  neuralgia,  and  other  diseases  of  a  malarial  origin, 
had  never  been  called  upon  to  treat  a  case  of  hematuria  miasmat- 
ica until  within  the  last  few  years. 

I  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine  in  a  malarial  country,  and 
did  an  extensive  practice  for  more  than  ten  years  before  a  case  of 
this  type  came  under  my  observation.  This  would  seem  to  favor 
the  opinion  that  malaria  alone  is  not  sufficient  for  the  origination 
of  the  disease;  that  some  other  factor  or  influence  is  necessary  to 
co-operate  with  malaria  in  order  to  develop  this  peculiar  and  dan- 
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gerous  type.  What  is  this  factor  or  influence,  is  an  important  in- 
quiry? 

I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  it  is  the  improper  and  excessive 
use  of  quinine  by  the  people,  Of  late  years,  quinine  has  been  in 
the  hands  of  every  one,  and  has  been  used  without  stint  or  dis- 
crimination. It  is  considered  a  panacea  for  every  evil.  If  a  man 
is  sick,  he  takes  it  to  cure  himself.  If  well,  and  in  good  health,  he 
takes  it  to  prevent  getting  sick,  I  may  say,  in  some  families  it  is 
almost  an  article  of  diet.  Taken  in  this  way,  without  any  prepara- 
tion of  the  system,  the  bowels  constipated,  the  secretions  locked  up, 
the  liver  and  spleen  engorged,  what  is  the  effect  on  a  person  long 
suffering  from  malarial  toxaemia?  It  paralyzes  the  vaso  motor 
system  of  nerves,  lowers  arterial  tension,  and  precipitates  collapse 
and  hemorrhage. 

Some  eminent  physicians  consider  quinine  to  be  the  most  im- 
portant remedy  during  the  paroxysm  of  the  disease.  Dr.  Bartholow 
says,  quinine  in  laige  doses  is  the  sheet  anchor.  I  differ  in  opin- 
ion from  Dr.  Bartholow,  and  believe  that  quinine  in  large  doses  in 
the  beginning  of  the  disease,  can  not  possibly  do  any  good.  In  the 
first  place,  the  stomach  can  not  tolerate  it,  and  even  if  retained,  it 
would  not  be  absorbed  or  taken  up  into  the  system.  If  given  hy- 
podermically  it  can  only  act  as  a  paralyzer  and  depressor.  In  be- 
ginning the  treatment,  my  first  remedy  is  a  hypodermic  dose  of 
morphine  to  quiet  the  patient,  and  relieve  his  distress.  I  immedi- 
ately commence  to  give  him  calomel  and  antimony,  until  the  se- 
cretory system  is  aroused,  at  the  same  time  I  use  rubifacients  and 
diuretics,  such  as  Bitart  Potas,  Nitr  Potas,  to  keep  up  the  action  of 
the  kidney,  and  avoid  one  of  the  great  dangers,  which  is  hemor- 
rhage in  the  stroma  of  the  kidneys  and  uriniferous  tubes,  causing  sup- 
pression of  urine.  I  have  no  use  for  astringents.  The  danger  is 
not  from  hemorrhage,  but  from  suppression,  caused  by  the  forma- 
tion of  clots  in  the  kidney  and  bladder.  Keep  the  secretion  flow- 
ing, and  let  it  dissolve  and  carry  the  blood  out  of  those  organs. 
Spirits  of  turpentine  in  diuretic  doses  with  spirits  nitre  is  sometimes 
of  great  service.  Strychnine  gr.  1-40,  quinine  grs.  1,  should  be  ad- 
ministered every  two  hours  to  stimulate  and  sustain  the  nervous 
system.  When  the  calomel  begins  to  act,  and  not  until  then,  do  I 
increase  the  dose  of  quinine.    The  patient  sometimes  dies  after  the 
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urine  has  cleared  up  and  the  symptoms  have  become  favorable,  for 
the  want  of  proper  support  by  nourishment  and  stimulants.  I  know 
of  no  remedy  equal  to  strychnine  to  sustain  the  nervous  system  in 
a  disease  of  so  much  nervous  depression  and  prostration.  When 
improvement  begins,  Mur.  Tinct.  Iron,  Chlor.  Potas.  is  a  good  com- 
bination foe  the  kidneys,  and  strychnine  and  quinine  as  a  tonic. 

I  have,  in  the  above,  briefly  given  my  views  and  treatment  of  this 
disease,  which  is  now  so  prevalent  and  fatal  in  some  parts  of 
our  country. 


EYE  DISEASES,  ASD  OTHER  REFLEXES,  DUE  TO  ERRORS 
OF  REFRACTION. 

READ  BEFORE  THE  AUSTIN  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY,  AND  BY  VOTE 
ORDERED  PUBLISHED  IN  THIS,  THE  OFFICIAL  ORGAN  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


T.  J.  Tyner,  M.  £>.,  Austin,  Texas. 


THE  object  of  this  paper  is  to  call  your  attention  to  the  im- 
portance of  early  recognizing  the  errors  of  refraction  in  the 
many  cases  of  eye  diseases  which  you  are  called  upon  to  treat.  I 
would  not  have  you  think  that  I  put  a  pair  of  correcting  glasses  on 
every  patient  with  the  slightest  refractive  error,  for,  in  reality,  there 
are  but  few,  comparatively  speaking,  who  are  theoretically  and  ab- 
solutely emetropic,  and  to  judiciously  prescribe  a  correcting  glass 
requires  good  judgment  and  a  thorough  history  of  the  case. 

Myopia  always  exist  when  the  retiua  is  beyond  the  refractive 
system  of  the  eye,  i.  e.,  when  the  antero  posterior  diameter  is  too 
long  to  focus  parallel  rays  on  the  retina.  If  not  of  too  high  a  de- 
gree, myopia  does  not  constitute  a  troublesome  defect.  On  the 
contrary,  it  may  be  advantageous  under  certain  circumstances.  It 
is  generally  acquired,  for  we  know  that  the  emetrope,  and  even  the 
hypertropes  of  low  degree  may  develop  into  myopia  particularly  in 
the  very  studious  children  may  be  considered  as  a  provision  of  na- 
ture, to  adapt  the  organ  to  the  conveniences  and  functions  of  a  su- 
perior race.  It  is  a  well  known  and  an  interesting  fact,  that  all  ani- 
mals are  hypermetropic,  myopia  being  peculiar  to  the  human  race, 
and  moreover,  that  it  is  much  more  frequently  met  with  among  civ- 
ilized nations,  than  savages.    Hence,  we  may  conclude  that  my- 
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opia  has  developed  in  the  human  race,  and  the  determining  cause 
is  civilization,  and  it  would  not  be  unreasonable  to  predict  that  ul- 
timately, when  civilization  has  reached  its  highest  standard,  the 
human  race  will  be  one  of  myopia,  i.  e.,  myopia  will  prevail  over 
other  errors. 

Of  the  two  anomalies,  hypermetropia  and  myopia,  the  latter  is 
the  least,  for  the  hyperopic  eye,  without  an  effort  of  the  accommo- 
dation or  correcting  glasses,  is  not  adapted  to  any  distance,  hence, 
is  absolutely  too  short,  while  the  myopia  eye  is  too  long  only  for 
great  distances,  but  is  perfectly  adapted  to  near  vision.  There 
being  but  little  or  no  accommodative  effort  in  myopia,  asthenopic 
symptoms  are  rarely  ever  met  with,  and  unless  it  is  of  high  degree, 
glasses,  even,  are  seldom  required,  except  for  distance.  In  the 
short,  or  hypermetropic  eye,  it  is  very  different.  As  has  already 
been  stated,  the  hypermetropic  eye  is  too  short,  and  when  in  a  state 
of  rest,  is  not  adapted  to  any  diatance,  for  the  reason  the  principal 
focus  of  the  refractive  apparatus  lies  behind  the  retina,  and  in  such 
an  eye  perfect  vision  can  only  be  obtained  by  an  effort  of  the  ac- 
commodation. It  is  this  effort  or  strain  that  gives  rise  to  the  symp- 
toms known  as  asthenopia.  During  close  work  the  ciliary  muscle 
is  in  a  constant  state  of  contraction,  and  after  a  time  becomes  re- 
laxed, owing  to  fatigue,  when  letters,  or  near  objects,  become  blurred 
and  indistinct,  and  the  patient  must  close  the  eye,  or  look  in  the 
distance  until  the  muscle  regains  its  functions.  It  is  surprising  to 
see  the  difference  in  personal  susceptibility.  In  many,  high  degrees 
of  hypermetropia,  and  even  astigmetism  are  born  without  the 
patient  even  being  aware  of  any  inconvenience. 

Some  young  hypermetropes  have  such  an  amplitude  of  accommo- 
dation, that  they  have  perfect  vision  for  both  distant  and  near  ob- 
jects, and  would  no  more  tolerate  a  correcting  glass  than  would  an 
emetrope,  and  it  is  not  until  they  grow  older,  or  have  some  debili- 
tating disease  that  their  error  manifests  itself.  Again,  in  others,  the 
slightest  error  causes  the  most  serious  annoyance,  and  all  work  at 
near  objects  must  be  abandoned,  or  finally  some  inflammatory  dis- 
ease is  developed.  The  most  frequent  of  these  are  hordeolum,  or 
stye,  which  appears  from  time  to  time,  until  the  integrity  of  the 
eyelids  is  threatened.  Bapharitis  and  the  various  forms  of  anqu- 
rativitis.      These    inflammatory  troubles    are  always  obstinate, 
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and  sooner  or  later,  assume  a  chronic  character.  Other  symptoms 
are  headache,  ciliary  and  supra-orbital  neuralgias,  hyperesthesia  of 
retina  and  photophobia.  Hypermetropia  is  also  supposed  to  be 
a  factor  in  glaucoma,  which  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  eye  is 
smaller,  with  a  more  unyielding  sclera  than  the  myopic  or  eme- 
tropic  eye.  By  these  symptoms  hypermetropia  is  easily  recog- 
nized. The  sufferer  will  tell  you  that  he  can  see  well  at  a  distance, 
and  so  long  as  he  refrains  from  near  work,  is  quite  comfortable,  but 
has  difficulty  in  fixing  near  objects  for  any  length  of  time,  and  if  he 
has  been  compelled  to  use  his  eyes  at  near  work,  will  most  likely 
present  some  of  the  inflammatory  symptoms  above  mentioned, 

Young  children  who  are  anaemic,  or  recently  recovered  from  diph- 
theria, scarlet  fever,  or  some  debilitating  disease,  suffer  the  same 
annoyance  as  old  persons.  It  is  not  out  of  place  here  to  mention 
that,  as  a  rule,  myopic  children  are  much  more  studious  than  the 
hyperopic,  for  the  reason,  no  doubt,  that  he  does  so  without  any 
inconveniences,  i.  e.,  because  he  gets  a  perfect  and  clear  cut  image 
on  the  retina,  and  without  any  effort,  while  the  child  with  a 
troublesome  hyperopia  pursues  its  studies  under  the  most  annoying 
difficulties,  frequently  being  accused  of  stupidity,  and  even  chas- 
tised for  what  its  teacher  regards  as  indolence.  The  same  rule  in 
regard  to  debilitating  diseases  is  also  applicable  to  older  persons. 
The  accommodation  power  being  thus  reduced,  no  longer  suffices 
to  keep  up  a  continuous  adaptation,  hence,  the  patient  will  date  his 
eye  trouble  from  such  illness. 

When  any  disease  of  the  eye  develops  in  consequence  of  an  error 
of  its  refraction,  it  can  not,  as  a  rule,  be  permanently  cured  until 
all  close  work  is  given  up,  or  the  error  corrected  by  suitable  glasses. 
There  are,  however,  exceptions  to  this  rule. 

I  will  now  endeavor  to  outline  the  simplest  method  of  determin- 
ing hyperopia.  It  is  not  expected  that  the  general  practitioner  is 
prepared  with  all  the  instruments  and  parapharnalia  for  such  work. 
Indeed,  they  are  not  really  necessary.  ,  With  simply  the  test  type  of 
Snellen  for  distance,  and  Jerger  for  reading,  and  a  comprehensive 
history  of  the  case,  you  can,  in  nearly  every  instance,  detect  the  er- 
ror and  approximate  the  degree. 

Manifest  hypermetropia.  In  this  form,  the  degree  is  so  high, 
with  all  the  accommodation.    The  patient  is  unable  to  see  clearly 
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at  any  distance.  The  patient  is  asked  to  read  the  letters  on 
the  test  type,  which  should  be  at  least  twenty  feet  distant, 
and  in  a  good  light.  If,  at  that  distance,  he  is  unable  to  read  the 
line  marked  20,  and  can  only  read  the  line  above,  marked  30  or  40, 
he  is  either  amblyopic,  or  has  an  error  of  refraction,  and  excluding 
the  former,  we  are  certain  that  he  has  a  manifest  hypermetropia  of 
about  1,  dioptric,  or  40  inches,  if  he  has  read  the  line  marked  30. 

The  first  thought  would  be,  the  +  1  dioptric  would  be  the  glass 
for  his  correction,  but  such  would  rarely  ever  be  the  case,  for  only 
the  manifest  hypermetropia  has  been  accounted  for,  and  the  amount 
of  error  hidden  by  the  accommodation  is  still  unknown.  This  lat- 
ter can  only  be  determined  by  the  use  of  atropia.  However,  in 
most  cases  you  would  be  justified  in  prescribing  a  +  2.30  D  (26 
inch),  for  reading.  The  question  would  most  naturally  here  be,  might 
this  not  be  myopia?  Yes;  and  a  practical  way  to  ascertain  is  to 
ask  the  patient  to  read  Jerger  number  1,  at  4  or  6  inches;  if  he  can 
not  read  it  at  that  distance,  or  reads  it  imperfectly,  it  is  not  myo- 
pia. It  is  true,  in  high  degrees  of  hypermetropia  he  might  bring 
the  letters  quite  close  in  order  to  enlarge  retinal  image,  but  the  let- 
ters would  be  blurred,  while  in  myopia  they  would  be  clear,  black, 
and  distinct. 

In  latent  hypermetropia,  that  is,  when  the  accommodation  is  able 
to  overcome  the  error  and  vision  =  f0  should  you  by  previous  symp- 
toms suspect  hypermetropia,  the  accommodation  would  have  to  be 
paralyzed  with  atropia.  If,  under  the  mydriatic  v  only  —  %,  there 
would  be  a  hypermetropia  of  about  3  d,  (12  inches),  and,  in  this 
case,  instead  of  giving  a  still  stronger  glass,  1,  to  1.50  dioptres 
would  have  to  be  deducted  for  the  atropia. 

DISCUSSION'. 

In  regard  to  the  remarks  of  Drs.  S  nith  and  Lott,  I  will  say  that  I 
have  devoted  some  time  to  this  work  of  the  refraction  of  school 
children,  though,  except  for  my  own  interest  in  gathering  such  data, 
it  has  come  to  nothing,  for  neither  teachers  nor  parents  have  given 
it  that  importance  which  the  subject  demands. 
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^Society  J^Iotes. 


ANNUAL  MEETING  AND  BANQUET  OF  THE  WEST  TEXAS 
MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


A  polite  note  from  the  secretary  of  this  thriving  association,  Dr. 
Fred  Terrell,  informs  us  that  on  the  30th  of  October  the  West  Texas 
Medical  Association  held  its  annual  meeting  in  San  Antonio,  and 
indulged  their  annual  custom  of  winding  up  with  a  sumptuous  ban- 
quet. Dr.  F.  Herff  was  elected  president,  and  Drs.  P.  W.  Johns 
and  Edward  Bennett  vice-presidents,  while  Dr.  Fred  Terrell  was  re- 
elected secretary  and  treasurer.  The  new  board  of  censors  consists 
of  Drs.  Braunagle,  A.  Herff  and  J.  V.  Spring.  The  following  mem- 
bers participated  in  the  banquet  at  the  Menger  Hotel,  and  speeches 
were  made  and  toasts  given  and  responded  to  over  choicest  wines, 
till  a  late  hour:  President  Herff,  Drs.  Geo.  Cupples,  F.  Terrell,  G. 
G.  Watts,  A.  Herff,  E.  Bennett,  D.  Berry,  B.  F.  Kingsley,  Amos 
Graves,  J.  Braunagle,  S.  T.  Lowery,  L.  L.  Shropshire,  C.  E.  R.  King, 
E.  Flerzberg,  Ed  Carothers,  P.  W.  Johns,  and  last,  but  not  least, 
Drs.  T.  J.  Tyner  and  B.  E.  Hadra,  residing  now  in  Austin. 

We  are  glad  to  note  the  continued  growth  and  prosperity  of  this 
old  and  stable  society. 


The  East  Line  Medical  Society  meets  in  Sulphur  Springs  first 
Tuesday  in  February.  Dr.  Paine,  of  Comanche,  will  be  present  by 
invitation,  and  will  lecture  on  electricity  in  medicine,  and  demon- 
strate his  "  electrical  diagnosis".  A  large  attendance  is  expected. 


The  East  Texas  Medical  Association  will  meet  next  at  Jackson- 
ville, on  Tuesday  morning,  January  3,  1888.  Regular  physicians 
are  solicited  to  join.  Fifty  members  now.  No  fees,  fines  or  dues 
exacted.  Leading  object,  medical  discussions  and  professional  in- 
tercourse. Original  papers  and  reports  solicited.  All  interested 
are  welcome  to  attend. 

J.  E.  Mayfield, 
Nacogdoches,  November  26,  1887.  Secretary. 
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PHILLIPS7  PALATABLE  COD-LIVER  OIL 

EMULSION. 

By  reason  of  its  high  standard  of  excellence,  reliability,  and  uniformity,  which  has 
been  maintained  since  its  introduction,  enjoys  the  confidence  of  many  physicians.  It 
exhibits  the  most  minute  division  of  the  oil-globules  yet  attained  in  an  emuls- 
ion, and  by  reason  of  its  pei  feet  misribility  in  milk,  water  or  other  fluid, 

it  is  easy  of  administration  or  assimilation. 

As  it  presents  many  features  of  superiority,  physicians  still  unacquainted  with  it 
are  respectfully  urged  to  examine  it. 

ATTENTION  IS  ALSO  ASKED  TO 

PHILLIPS'  DIGESTIBLE  COCOA. 

It  furnishes  a  reliable  article  of  diet  for  the  sick  room,  and  a  suitable  substitute  for 
Tea  or  Coffee  for  every  day  use.  The  fat  of  the  Cocoa  (usually  the  disturbing  ele- 
ment) is  herein  digested  by  means  of  Pancreatine,  and  tbere  is  none  of  the  feeling  of 
heaviness,  depression  and  headache  Cso  common  after  drinking  the  ordinary  Cocoas 
or  Chocolates),  following  the  use  of  this  preparation.  It  makes  a  delicious  bever- 
age, and  is  nourishins;  to  a  high,  degree.  It  is  often  digested  when  milk  or 
other  nutrients  cause  distress,  and  therefore  becomes  a  superior  food  in  irritable 
conditions  of  the  stomach.  

PHILLIPS' 

PHOSPHO-MUMATB  OF  QUININE, 

(Compound) 

A  Reliable  General  Tonic  and  Antiperiodic.  We  are  now  introducing  this  elegant 
combination  of  our  Wheat  Phosphates,  with  Quinine.  Iron,  and  Strychnia,  and  ask 
an  examination  of  it  by  the  Medical  Profession.  Jt  will  be  found  efficacious  in  a 
large  class  of  Pathological  conditions.   Circulars  and  samples  supplied. 

Our  preparations  are  to  be  had  of  druggists  generally. 
MILK  OF  MAGNESIA— An  Antacid. 
WHEAT-PHOSPHATES  (Acid).— A  Nutrient  Tonic. 

The  Chas.  H.  Phillips  Chemical  Co.,  30  Piatt  St.,  New  York. 

The  Summer  Campaign. 

THE  most  effective  diet,  not  medicine,  the  Medical  Profession  can  use  in  contending 
with  Cholera  Infantum,  Dysentery  and  all  intestinal  complaints,  is 

NESTLE'S  MILK  FOOD 


It  is  the  most  suitable,  safe  and  nourishing  diet  when  the  above  named  ailments 
threaten  infant  life .  We  quote  agaii\  from  Ziemssen's  Cyclopaedia,  vol.  7,  on  the 
treatment  of  Cholera  Infantum: 

"When  the  Mother's  Milk  is  Insufficient,  Nestle's  Milk  Food 
is  alone  to  be  Recommended-" 

The  above  quotation  is  about  as  sti'ong  and  emphatic  as  the  English  language  will 
permit,  and  we  add  thereto,  that  if  physicians  will  order  infants  under  their  care  to 
use  Nestle's  Food  as  a  diet  during  hot  weather,  in  connection  with  medical  treat- 
ment, they  will  win  in  the  fight  with  summer  complaints. 

Since  we  published  the  above,  and  other  important  testimony,  three  years  ago, 
commending  Nestle's  Food,  several  proprietors  of  infant  foods  have  felt  that  they 
also  must  say  something  about  Cholera  Infantum,  or  go  to  the  wall. 

Notwithstanding  all,  Nestle's  Food  is  the  physician's  sheet  anchor,  during  the 
heated  term.  „  „  .  „ 

Pamphlet  by  Prof.  Leibert,  giving  full  information,  and  sample,  sent  on  applica- 

THOMAS  LEEIIEVG  &  CO., 

Sole  Agents,  Xew  York 

Note.— No  milk  is  required  in  preparing  Nestle's  Food,  only  water  used 
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UEWYORK:  P03T-G-BADUATE 

MEDICAL  SCHOOL  AND  HOSPITAL 

224-230  East  20th  St.,  Sew  Tcrk  City. 

Incorporated  by  special  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

FOR  PRACTlTIONERS_OF  MEDICINE  ONLY. 

Sessions  continue  throughout  the  year.— Physicians  may  join  the  classes  at  any  time. 

Wm.  A.  Hammon,  M.  D  —Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System  and 
of  Mescal  Electricity;  Surge  on-General  of  the  U.  S.  Army  (retired  list.) 

D.  B.  S(  John  Roosa,  M.  D.,  LL.  D,  ^Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear;  Sur- 
geon to  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital;  President  of  the  Faculty. 

Fredrick  R.  Sturgis,  M.  D.— Profess<  ar  of  Diseases  of  the  Genito-Urinary  Organs,  and 
of  Venereal  Diseases:  Sursreon  to  i  the  Charitv  Hosnital. 

Thos.  E.  Satterthwaite,"M7D7^-Pr6fessdr  of  Pathology  and  General  Medicine;  Patho>- 

ogist  to  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 
Charles  D>  Dana,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System,  and 

of  Medical  Electricity;  Professor  of  Physiology,  /V  Oman's  Med.  College;  Physician 

to  Bellevue  Hospital. 

M.  Josiata  Roberts  M.  D.— Professor  of  Orthopaedic  Surgery  and  Mechanical  Thera- 
peutics; Visiting  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  to  the  Randall's  Island  Hospitals. 

Alexander  J .  C.  Skene,  M.  D.— Prof .  of  Diseases  of  Women;  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  Wo- 
men, L.  I.  Hospital  Med.  School;  Attending  Surgeon  of  the  L.  I.  College  Hospital. 

Andrew  H.  Smith,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Therapeutics;  Attending 
Physician  to  the  Presbyterian  Hosp. ;  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Orthopaedic  Hasp. 

Wm.  Oliver  Moore,  M.  D.— Prof .  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear;  Prof,  of  Diseases  of 
the  Eye  and  Ear,  University  of  Vermont,  and  Woman's  Med.  College,  New  York 

William  F.  Flughrer,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery;  Surgeon  to  Bellevue  and 
Mount  Sinai  Hospitals. 

Bache  McE.  Emmets ,  M.  D.— Prof essor  of  Diseases  of  Women;  Asst.  Surgeon  to  the 
New  York  State  Women's  Hospital. 

Edward  Kershner,  M.  D.,  U.S.N.— Prof .  of  Naval,  Military  and  State  Hygiene, 

Ambrose  L.  Ranney,  M.  D.—  Prof,  of  the  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  tiie  Nervous 
System;  Prof,  of  General  and  Special  Anatomy,  University  of  Vermont. 

William  Henry  Porter,  M.  0.— Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Pathology,  Curator 
of  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 

George  Henry  Fox,  M .  D.— Prof  essor  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin;  Professor  of  Derma 
tology,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York. 

Stephen  Smith  Burt,  M.  D  — Prof,  of  Physical  Diagnosis ;  Physician  to  the  Out-Door 
Department,  Bellevue  Hospital. 

Seneca  D.  Powell,  M.  D.— Prof,  of  Minor  Surgery. 

C.A.Von  Ramdohr,  M.D.— Prof,  of  Obstetrics;  Physician  to  the  German  Poliklinik. 
Horace  T.  Hanks,  M  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women ;  Asst.  Surgeon  to  the  New 

York  State  Women's  Hospital. 
Lewis  S.  Pilcher,  M.  D.—  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery. 

H.  J.  Gaj-rigues.— Pi-of.  of  Obstetrics;  Surg,  to  the  Maternity  and  German  Hospitals. 
Clarence  C.  Rice,~M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Diseases  of  the  Throat  and  Nose;  attending  surgeon 

to  the  Out-Door  Department,  Bellevue  Hospital. 
Charle    rroll  Lee,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Diseases  of  Women;  Surgeon  to  the  New 

York  State  Woman's  Hospital.  ...  ,      ,  „  . 

Graeme  M.  Hammond,  M.  D.,  Profrssor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System. 
J.  R.  Nilsen,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women. 

   r    _  It  was  founded  by 

members  of  the  Post-Gradiiate  Faculty  of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
and  was  the  first  institution  in  the  United  States  to  present  a  systematic  system  of 
clinical  instruction  for  graduates  in  medicine. 

The  teaching  is  practical  and  thorough.  The  school  is  not  a  mere  clinic,  although 
all  the  lectures  are  clinical,  but  it  is  a  place  of  instruction  in  which  the  practitioner, 
by  actually  handling-  the  cases  under  the  guidance  of  the  professors  and  instructors, 
may  learn  the  use  of  instruments  for  examination  and  treatment,  and  observe  the 
effects  of  remedies^  Each  hospital  to  which  the  teachers  are  attached  forms  a  part 
of  the  field  of  instruction.  The  general  schedule  is  so  arranged  that  there  is  no  con- 
flict in  the  hours  of  attendance  of  the  professors.  The  clinics  bejrin  at  9  a.  m..  an<* 
continue  until  9  p.m.  each  day;  and  the  Clinical  Society  of  the  School ^meets 'twice >a 
month  on  Saturday  evenings  A  Dispensary  and  a  Hospital  form  a  part  of  the  school, 
with  one  ward  exclusively  for  infants,  which  has  been  lately  endowed  by  benevolent 
ladies  of  New  York  ity.  Dr.  Joseph  O'Dwyer,  the  inventor  of  the  Intubatioi.  I 
Larynx,gives  practical  instruction  to  classes  organized  in  this  school .  and  only  ere 

For  atalogue,  or  Further  Information,  address  CLARENCE  C.  RICE,  M.D., 

John  Humphreys,  Clerk.  Sec.  of  the  Faculty,  TlQ  E.  20th  St.,  New  York 
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AUSTIN  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

SECOND  REGULAR  QUARTERLY   MEETING,  AUSTIN,   TEXAS,  DECEMBER 

8th,  1887. 


At  10  o'clock,  a.  M.  Thursday  December  8,  pursuant  to  call  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  the  following 
physicians,  resident  in  Austin,  and  in  the  adjacent  counties,  assem- 


bled in  the  hall  of  the  Society. 

President,  Dr.  T.  D.  Wooten  Austin. 

Vice-President,^Dr.  W.  T.  Richmond  Manorr. 

Secretary,  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett.  Austin. 

Dr.  G.W.  Christian  Burnet- 

"    L.  C.  Johnson  Giddings. 

"    Sam  Cunningham  ..Elgin. 

"    G.  W.  Cain  Elgin. 

"    R.  Atkinson  San  Marcos. 

"    W.M.Cunningham  Bastrop. 

".    L.  D.  Hill  Webbervill'e 

"    T.  O.  Maxwelle  Fiskville. 

,    "    F.R.Martin  Kyle. 

"    R.  S.  Gregg  Manor. 

il    M.  K.  Lott  Belton. 

"    G.  W.  Manney  Austin. 

"    B.  E.  Hadra  Austin. 

"    Florence  E.  Collins.  Austin. 

"    A.  N.  Denton  Austin. 

u    F.E.Daniel  Austin. 

"    L.  B.  Johnson  Austin. 

"    J.  W.  Hamilton  VVebberville. 

"    R.  H.  Burleson  Webberville- 

"    Q.  C.  Smith  Austin. 

"    T.  J.  Tyner  Austin. 

*    J.  W,  McLaughlin  Austin. 

"    J.  F.  Dean  Hornsby. 

"    F.  T.  Paine  Comanche. 

"    W.A.Ellison  Manchaca. 

"    R.  M.  Swearingen  Austin. 

Mr.  Smith;and;;Mr.  Morris,  students. 
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The  President  and  Vice-President,  being  temporarely  absent, 
Dr.  \V.  A.  Morris,  the  veteran  physician  of  Austin,  called  the  meet- 
ing to  order,  Secretary  Bennett  being  at  the  desk. 

Roll  call  showed  a  quorum  present,  and  the  Society  proceeded  to 
business. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

A  resolution  by  Dr.  Hadra,  read  at  last  meeting  proposing  to 
change  the  By-laws  with  reference  to  appointing  essayists'alpha- 
betically  was  brought  up,  and  after  discussion  was  put  to  vote  and 
lost. 

President  Wooten  having  arrived,  Dr.  Morris  gracefully  yielded 
the  gavel  to  him,  and  the  regular  order  of  business  was  taken  up. 

Applications  for  membership  from  the  following  gentlemen  were 
read  and  were  referred  to  the  board  of  censors.  The  board  con- 
sisted of  Drs.  A.  N.  Denton,  W.  A.  Morris,  R.  S.  Gregg,  Sam  Cun- 
ningham and  F.  E.  Daniel.  The  board  approved  the  applications, 
and  on  ballot  the  applicants  were  unanimously  elected,  to-wit  : 


Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner  Austin- 

"    J.  W.  McLaughlin  Austin. 

"    R.  Atkinson  San  Marcos. 

"    W.  M.  Cunningham  Bastrop* 

"    L.C.Johnson  ,  Giddings. 

"    W.  S.  Johnson  Giddings. 

"    G.  W.  Christian    Burnet. 

<•    F.  R.  Martin  Kyle. 

"    L.  D.  Hill  Webberville. 

"    M.  K.  Lott  Belton. 

"    J.  F.  Dean  Hornsby. 

"    G.  W.  Cain  Elgin. 


Reading  of  essays  was  called  for,  [but  the  hour  of  adjournment 
naving  arrived,  the  Society  took  recess,  till 

2  o'clock,  p.  m.,  when  Dr.  W.  M.  Cunningham,  of  Bastrop,  read 
an  account  of 

AN   ABDOMINAL   TUMOR,   SUPPOSED"  TO    BE   OVARIAN,  FOR  WHICH 
LAPAROTOMV^WAS  PERFORMED, 

and  which  proved  to  be  a  very  jemarkable  case  of  extra-uterine 
pregnancy  in  which  the  foetus  had  become  ossified.* 


*)   This  paper  is  published  iu  full  in  the  preseut  issue  of  the  Journal. 
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Dr.  Daniel  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Cunningham,  lor  his 
interesting  and  instructive  paper  ;  adopted. 

The  discussion  on  this  paper  was  not  as  thorough  as  it  might 
have  been. 

Dr.  Morris,  the  oldest  physician  present,  in  a  practice  of  fifty 
years,  had  never  met  a  similar  case  : — he  approved  Dr.  Cunning- 
ham's course  in  operating,  and  thought,  as  desperate  as  the  opera- 
tion apparently  was,  it  afforded  the  only  chance  for  the  patient's 
life. 

Dr.  McLaughlin  said  the  case  was  one  of  great  interest,  and  we 
should  profit  by  its  teachings.  It  is  very  unfortunate  that  no 
autopsy  was  made,  the  indications  being  that  the  patient  died  of 
septic  poisoning,  and  the  doctor's  course,  in  failing  to  use  the  bi- 
chloride solutionand  a  drainage  tube  might,  in  the  absence  of  posi- 
tive indications  to  the  contrary,  be  criticised.  He  inquired,  what 
antiseptic  was  used,  and  in  what  strength  ?  Dr.  Cunningham  re- 
plied, that  he  had  used  carbolized  water  of  unknown  strength,  as 
the  acid  was  not  measured. 

Dr.  Daniel  thought  the  collapse  following  a  sudden  and  violent 
muscular  effort  of  the  patient  rather  pointed  to  hemorrhage,  the 
sudden  rupture  oi  some  vessel  or  ligature. 

tjr.  Wooten  commended  the  operation  under  the  circumstances, 
but  impressed  the  necessity  of  observing  the  most  minute  and  care- 
ful details  of  antiseptic  treatment  in  opening  the  abdomen  ;  thinks 
in  this  case  particularly,  where  the  old  abdominal  pregnancy  was 
associated  with  ascites,  all  the  nice  points  of  antisepsis  should 
have  been  observed,  and  agreed  with  Dr.  McLaughlin,  that  the 
omission  of  a  drainage  tube  was  unfortunate.  Thomas,  he  stated, 
in  suturing  the  abdominal  wall,  always  sutures  the  peritoneum  first, 
and  he  thinks,  it  would  have  been  better,  had  it  been'done  here.  In 
all  old  and  feeble  subjects,  like  Dr.  Cunningham's  case,  he  much 
questioned  the  propriety  of  cold  applications  to  the  wound;  they 
are  too  depressing;  and  an  idiosyncrasy  of  this  patient  was  that 
she  was  peculiarly  susceptible  to  the  effects  of  cold.  Upon  the 
whole  it  was  a  deserving  paper,  and  he  thought,  taught  a  valuable 
lesson.  Dr.  Wooten  then  related  a  case,  which  occurred  in  his  prac- 
tice in  early  life,  where  a  negro  woman,  ailing  a  long  time  with  ob- 
scure abdominal  trouble,  passed  foetal  bones  per  rectum,  and  got 
well. 
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Dr.  Denton  expressed  some  surprise  at  the  extreme  mobility  of 
the  tumor  considering  the  numerous  attachments. 

Dr.  Black,  of  Round  Rock,  sent  in  a  paper  which  was  read  by 
Dr.  Daniel.    It  was  a  report  of  a  case  ot 

GASTROTOMY  FOR  INCISED  WOUND  OF  STOMACH,* 

in  which  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  including  a  number  of  large 
fish  bones,  were  emptied  into  the  free  peritoneal  cavity.  The  pa- 
tient was  present,  his  recovery,  under  the  circumstance,  being  con- 
sidered remarkable. 

ft  will  be  observed  in  reading  the  paper,  that  the  surgeons  were 
so  situated  that  they  had  to  use  what  they  could  get, — and  had  not 
the  approved  appliances  and  dressings  for  abdominal  surgery,  at 
hand.  The  contents  of  the  stomach,  which  had  been  spilled  into 
the  abdomen,  were  swobbed  out  with  a  cotton  wet  in  common 
muddy  creek  water,  held  in  an  old  tin  pan,  and  the  wound  was 
dressed  without  the  bichloride  and  other  antisepticf  applications. 
The  treatment  in  this  case  was  criticised  by  those  present,  but  the 
omission  to  treat  the  case  in  accordance  with  all  the  approved 
modern  views  was  the  force  of  circumstances. 

The  report  of  the  case,  just  after  Dr.  Cunningham's,  was  a  coinci- 
dence. There  is  an  old  lady,  whose  abdomen  was  opened,  and 
who  died,  it  was  supposed,  because  drainage  and  strict  antisepsis 
were  not  used.  Here  is  a  young  man  whose  stomach  is  cut  into, 
and  emptied  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  who  lies  twenty-four  hours 
in  agony,  and  without  medical  attention,  and  whose  case  is  also 
treated  without  the  approved  bichloride  and  drainage — and  not  a 
drop  of  water  used  to  cleanse  the  cavity  other  than  that  afforded 
from  cotton  wetted  with  creek  water  ;  and  yet  he  recovers  without 
a  bad  symptom  !  What  estimate  is  to  be  put  on  the  use  of  anti- 
septics ? 

The  discussion  of  this  paper  was  brief. 

Dr.  Hadra  called  attention  to  the  very  extraordinary 
success  of  Tait  and  Bantock  in  abdominal  surgery  notwith- 
standing their  well  known  disregard  of  all  antiseptic  precau- 
tions ;  they  using  only  "tap  water,"  and  enforcing  the  most  ab- 
solute cleanliness.      [Bat,  in  Dr.  Black's  case,  it  would  seem  that 


*)  This  paper  appears  in  full  in  this  issue  of  the  Journal. 
t)  Except  iodoform. 
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it  would  be  impossible  to  thoroughly  cleanse  the  abdominal  cav- 
ity by  the  means  employed  ;  how  account  for  the  recovery  of  the 
patient?]  Dr.  Hadra  also  criticised  the  mode  of  incision  in  this 
case,  obliquely:  insisting  that  it  should,  in  such  cases,  be  made  in 
the  median  line,  and  cited  authority. 

Dr.  Wooten  inquired  if  the  peritoneal  suture  were  included  in 
the  suture  of  the  wound?  and  pointed  out  the  advantage  of  sepa- 
rate sutures  for  the  peritoneal  coat. 

Dr.  Denton  and  Dr.  Christian  also  discussed  this  paper,  and 
on  motion  of  Dr.  Christian,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  Dr. 
Black  for  his  interesting  paper. 

Dr.  L.  D.  Hill,  of  Webberville,  read  a  paper  on  Septic  Poison- 
*nc,*  in  which  he  reviewed  the  literature  of  the  subject,  giving  the 
views  af  a  number  of  leading  authorities,  stating  his  own,  and  giv- 
ing his  experience  with  wounds  in  the  confederate  hospitals  during 
the  war. 

Dr.  Bennett  moved  that  the  paper  be  accepted,  and  Dr.  Hill 
thanked  for  his  interest  and  labors  in  presenting  it;  adopted. 

Discussion  in  this  paper  was  postponed  because  Dr.  Morris  had 
one  on  Typhoid  Fever;  and  as  the  subject  of  germ  causation  and 
infection  was  embraced  in  each,  it  was  proposed  to  discuss  them 
jointly. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Morris  made  many  apologies  for  his  paper,  saying  that 
he  had  not  given  that  care  to  its  preparation  which  the  importance 
of  the  subject  demanded,  but  had  written  it  at  request  of  members, 
and  to  evince  his  interest  in  the  effort  to  make  the  society  and  its 
meetings  a  success. 

Dr.  Wooten  said  that  anything  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Morris,  the 
veteran  practitioner  of  Austin,  who  had  given  fifty  years  to  the  study 
and  practice  of  medicine,  would  surely  prove  interesting  and  val- 
uable, and  it  was  urged  that  the  doctor  read  his  paper.  He  did  so; 
it  was  entitled, 

TYPHOID  FEVER  AND  ITS  TREATMENT.f 

[  The  discussion  on  this  and  the  preceding  paper  took  a  wide 
range,  and  was  participated  in  by  most  of  the  members.  We  regret 
that  we  are  unable  to  give  here,  even  a  synopsis  of  either  the  pa- 

*)  This  paper  will  appear  in  next  issue  of  the  Journal. 
+)  This  paper  will  appear  very  soon . 
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pers,  or  the  discussion,  but  will  endeavor  to  do  so  when  the  papers 
appear  in  the  Journal.  Ed.] 

Dr.  Richmond  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Morris;  carried. 

Dr.  Daniel  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  venerable  Dr. 
Paine,  of  Comanche,  who  had  been  invited  to  meet  with  the  society 
for  the  purpose  of  expounding  and  elucidating  his  peculiar  views 
on  the  subject  of  electricity  in  nervous  diseases,  had  entered  the 
room,  and  suggested  that  an  hour  be  appointed  to  hear  him.  It  was 
therefore  agreed  that  his  lecture  take  place  at  the  evening  meeting, 
at  8  oclock,  and  on  motion  the  society  adjourned  till  7-30  p.  m. 

7-30  p.  m.    Business  resumed,    Dr.  Wooten  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner's  paper  came  next  on  the  programme,  and  was 
called  for. 

Dr.  Tyner  read  a  paper  entitled 

EYE  DISEASES  AND  OTHER  REFLEXES  DUE  TO  ERRORS  OF 
REFRACTION. J 

Dr.  Q.  C.  Smith  called  attention  to  the  importance  of  a  study  of 
the  eyes  and  their  condition,  in  school  children,  and  thought  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  medical  profession  to  point  out  to  parents  and 
teachers  the  nature  of  these  defects,  their  frequent  existence  un- 
suspected, and  instruct  them  in  the  mode  and  manner  of  their  re- 
lief, (or  prevention). 

Dr.  Tyner  stated  that  he  had  often  volunteered  such  information, 
but  got  no  satisfaction;  that,  as  a  rule,  no  action  was  had.  He 
stated  that  children  are  sometimes  punished  for  indolence,  when 
their  only  sin  was  myopia  or  hyper?netropia. 

Dr.  Lott  concurred  in  the  remarks  of  Drs.  S.  and  T.,  and  stated 
that  he  had  discovered,  in  his  oldest  daughter,  the  existence  of  a 
visual  defect  which  hindered  her  at  school,  and  that  he  had  suit- 
able glasses  adjusted,  but  the  teacher  made  her  take  them  off,  say- 
ing that  "glasses  were  for  old  people,  and  made  children  look  ri- 
diculous." But  he  insisted  that  she  should  wear  them,  and  the  my- 
opia and  the  granulated  lids  which  had  occurred  as  a  consequence, 
were  both  cured. 

Dr.  McLaughlin  said,  in  view  of  the  great  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject to  the  profession  and  the  laity,  as  well  as  the  value  of  the  pa- 
per, it  should  be  published;  and  moved  that  it  be  published  in 
X)  Published  in  this  number  of  the  Journal  by  vote. 
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Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  in  order  that  it  might  be  ex- 
tensively read,  especially  by  Texas  physicians. 

Dr.  Bennett  stated  that  Dr.  Daniel  had  kindly  published  all  an- 
nouncements and  other  matters  of  interest  and  importance  concern- 
ing this  society,  and  had  also  placed  the  Journal  at  their  further 
service;  and  he  moved,  therefore,  that  the  society  return  thanks  to 
Dr.  Daniel,  and  accept  the  use  of  the  Journal,  making  it  the  Of- 
ficial Organ  of  the  society.  Seconded  by  Dr.  Wooten,  and  unan- 
imously adopted. 

It  was  also  moved  and  adopted,  that  a  committee  of  publication 
be  appointed,  consisting  of  three,  (of  whom  the  editor  of  the  Jour- 
nal should  be  one)  and  to  whom  all  papers  read  at  the  meetings  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society  should  be  referred;  and  that 
they  select  such  papers  for  publication  in  the  Journal  as,  in  their 
judgement,  have  merit  to  justify  it,  or  contain  matter  of  sufficient  in- 
terest and  importance  to  the  profession;  adopted.  The  chair  asked 
Dr.  Daniel  to  indicate  a  preference  for  the  appointment  of  his  two 
colleagues,  but  Dr.  Daniel  begged  to  be  excused, saying  that  he  was 
happy  in  the  belief,  nay,  assurance,  that  he  possessed  the  confidence 
and  esteem,  as  well  as  the  good  will  of  the  entire  profession  of  Aus- 
tin, and  that  that  feelling  was  mutual;  that  the  appointment  of  any 
two  members  would  be  agreeable  to  him,  while  to  indicate  a  pref- 
erence would  perhaps  look  invidious;  and  he  really  could  not, 
where  all  were  so  capable  and  so  acceptable,  make  a  choice.  There- 
upon, the  chair  appointed  Dr.  J.  W.  McLaughlin  and  Dr,  T.  J.  Ben- 
nett to  act  with  Dr.  Daniel  as  the  publishing  committee  of  the 
society. 

Dr.  Menger,  of  San  Antonio,  had  sent  up  a  paper  which  Dr.  Dan- 
iel rose  to  read,  it  being  entered  next  on  the  programme;  but  as  it 
was  the  hour  assigned  to  Dr.  Paine,  and  it  was  objected  that  no  pa- 
per from  an  absentee  should  be  read  while  there  were  any  present 
still  to  be  heard,  Dr,  Daniel,  of  course,  gave  way  to  Dr.  Paine,  who 
gave  the  soaiety  a  clear  and  most  interesting  exposition  of  his  the- 
ory as  to  electrical  anaesthesia  in  certain  diseases,  and  his  method 
of  diagnosis  based  thereon.* 

*)  As  Dr.  Paine's  views  have  been  published  in  the  Journal  heretofore,  and  es 
pecially  as  we  have  not  room  now.  further  mention  is  postponed  till  we  can  publish 
his  paper  in  full. 
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Dr.  Hadra  moved  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  returned  to  Dr.  Paine. 
He  was  an  old  gentleman,  and  an  old  physician,  and  had  come  four 
hundred  miles  in  order  that  he  might  do  us  the  honor  to  be  present 
at  our  meetiug,  and  had  treated  the  sociely  to  an  able  and  interest- 
ing lecture.  The  motion  was  seconded  and  unanimously  adopted. 

Dr.  Q.  C.  Smith,  by  invitation,  exhibited  some  instruments  of  his 
own  invention  and  manufacture,  and  demonstrated  their  use  in  the 
treatment  of  strangulated  hernia. 

Essayists  appointed  for  next  meeting  were  Drs.  S.  Cunningham 
and  L.  A.  Cocke,  with  Dr.  Davidson  (of  Manchacha)  and  D.  Den- 
ton as  alternates. 

The  time  and  place  of  next  meeting  was  fixed  at  Austin,  the  early 
part  of  March,  1888;  notice  of  the  exact  day  to  be  given  by  the 
secretary  in  due  time. 

The  meeting  adjourned  for  three  months,  and  the  visiting  mem- 
bers departed,  expressing  themselves  well  pleased  and  much  edified 
by  their  attendance. 

[The  association  is  in  a  very  fair  way  to  acquire  strength  and 
importance,  and  to  become  a  feature  in  the  grand  scheme  of  or- 
ganizing the  regular  profession  of  the  State,  an  object  to  which  this 
Journal  it  devoting  its  best  energies. — Ed.) 


^CORRESPONDENCE. 
LETTER  FROM  DR.  C.  H.  HUGHES,  OF  ST.  LOUIS. 

EDITOR  OF  "THE  ALIENIST  AND   NEUROLOGIST,"  ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF 
ELECTRICITY  IN  MEDICINE. 

F.  E.  Daniel,  M.  D.,  Austin,  Texas. 

My  Dear  Doctor  : — In  regard  to  Dr.  F,  T.  Paine's  discovery,  he 
has  struck  a  truth  partially,  but  not  entirely,  a  truth,  which  has 
been  verified  in  my  own  clinical  and  therapeutical  experience,  for 
many  years.  The  impression  of  a  constant  galvanic  current  of  suit- 
ably adapted  intensity,  and  passed  fro?n  center  to  periphery  over  a 
painfnl  nerve  is  anodyne  always.  Such  a  current  alters  the  abnor- 
mal molecular  activities,  which  underlie  and  are  the  condition  of 
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the  neural  pain.  Such  a  current  is  not  irritant,  but  tranquili»ng, 
and  in  order  not  to  excite  pain,  must  be  applied  without  vibration, 
and  with  wet  sponge,  or  cotton,  or  other  cloth  electrode. 

Pressure  pain,  or  pain  from  neuritis,  must  be  very  cautiously 
treated,  to  be  relieved  by  galvanism.  Terminal  hyperesthesia 
maybe  so  intense  as  not  to  tolerate  even  the  weight  of  a  wet  sponge, 
or  the  slightest  electrical  vibration,  unless  well  cushioned,  in  its 
approach  to  the  affected  nerve  with  water  waves,  such  as  are  sup- 
plied in  the  meshes  of  the  finest  surgeon's  sponge. 

Pressure  pain  without  peripheral  neuritis  as  in  inflammation  is 
relieved  through  the  undoubted  and  demonstrable  influence  exer- 
ted by  galvanism  over  the  vaso-motor  system,  and  consequent 
blood  supply  of  the  painful  nerve,  while  in  anaemic  pain  the  electri- 
city, interrupted  or  Faradic,  should  be  used  as  an  irritant  and  ex- 
citant, the  same  as  stimulating  liniments,  frictions,  etc. 

The  principles  are  set  forth  in  the  monographs  I  send  you  which 
indicate  my  method  of  procedure  for  the  past  ten  years  or  more. 

The  hyperaemia  of  a  burn  may  be  controlled  by  electrical  in- 
fluence over  the  vaso-motor  system  just  as  by  the  same  influence  a 
blister  may  be  emptied  of  its  serum,  but  this  is  not  because  elec- 
tricity is  a  counter  peripheral  irritant,  but  because  of  its  influence 
over  the  vaso-  motor  mechanism  to  restrain  and  tranquilize  the  ir- 
ritation it  receives  from  a  scald  or  burn.  The  therapeutic  effect  is 
the  same  as  observed  by  Dr.  Paine,  but  it  has  the  same  influence 
that  stops  a  leucorrhcea  as  *  showed  twenty-five  years  be- 
fore :he  gynecologists  were  willing  to  believe  it. 

If  I  had  time  from  my  many  other  engagements,  I  would  give 
you  a  paper  on  the  subject  at  some  length,  but  I  cannot  take  more 
time. 

The  subject  is  intensely  interesting,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  that  the 
light  is  dawning  in  the  direction  of  practical  general  observation  and 
that  we,  who  have  so  long  and  faithfully  studied  the  rationale  of 
electro-neurotherapy,  are  not  to  be  always  looked  upon  as  over 
confident  cranks  with  handy  cure-alls  to  offer  for  every  ill. 

Electricity  is  the  greatest  of  physiological  alteratives  in  thera- 
peutics, the  adjuvant  of  all  other  neurotherapy,  and  when  the  day 
comes  when  it  is  no  longer  despised  or  rejected,  will  be  the  day  of 


*  This  word  is  illegible.— Compositor. 
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the  beginning  of  the  greatest  progress  in  therapeutics.  It  will 
never  supplant  a  rational  internal  or  external  medical  therapeutics 
but  it  will  aid  both. 

vVhen  effusions  do  not  even  begin  to  disappear  under  iodide  of 
potassium,  elaterium  or  buchu,  the  movement  may  be  started  with 
suitable  electrization;  when  the  appropriating  powers  of  the  system 
have  failed  and  neither  arsenic,  nor  iron,  nor  quinine,  nor  other 
tonic  takes  a  hold  upon  the  depressed  organism  we  wish  them  to. 
though  static  and  galvanic  electrization  may  awaken  -dormant 
assimilative  powers  and  the  rescue  of  the  patient  is  begun. 

Pernicious  anaemia  and  congestive  malarial  conditions,  will  illus- 
trate in  practice  the  fact.  Yours  truly, 

C.  H.  Hughes. 


FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 


FROM  OUR  OWN  CORRESPONDENT. 


Paris,  France,  November  12,  1S87. 
Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical Jour?ial\ 

It  might  be  of  interest  to  the  readers  of  the  D.  T.  M.  Journal  to 
hear  a  few  of  the  comments  made  by  the  European  medical  press 
upon  the  subject  of  the  International  Medical  Congress,  recently  in 
session  at  Washington.  The  whole  meeting  seems  to  be  considered 
among  the  profession  at  large  as  a  failure.  All  the  journals  make 
allusions  in  that  direction,  while  the  "  Bulletin  "  and  the  "Union 
Medicale  "  do  not  hesitate  to  speak  it  out  in  plain  language.  A  gen- 
eral complaint  is  made  about  the  deplorable  dissension  among  the 
prominent  members  of  the  American  profession,  and  it  is  freely 
stated  that,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the  leading  men  of  the  Congress 
were  only  of  secondary  distinction.  It  is  also  generally  acknowledged 
that  the  American  physicians  lack  that  pleasant  congeniality  so 
characterisic  of  the  fraternity  of  the  old  world.  Dr.  Hamilton  is 
described  as  a  polite,  but  rather  cold  person.  In  his  capacity  as 
general  secretary,  he  is  found  to  be  either  careless  in  regard  to  in- 
forming the  foreign  deputies,  or  else  unprovided  with  the  knowledge 
of  the  details  almost  indispensible  to  a  person  of  fitness  for  such  a 
place. 
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Another  matter  of  special  emphasis  is  the  fact  that  the  Congress 
wtas  made  an  official  meeting  by  the  invitation  of  foreign  represent- 
atives as  made  by  the  U.  S.  government.  In  spite  of  this  official 
character,  the  delegates  were  not  received  by  a  reception  commit- 
tee at  New  York;  in  spite  of  this  governmental  recognition,  the  U. 
S.  offered  none  of  their  public  halls  for  the  session,  although  the  leg- 
islative bodies  were  in  vacation.  On  the  contrary,  the  different 
sections  were  scattered  all  over  the  town,  making  it  almost  a  mat- 
ter of  impossibility  for  the  foreign  congressionists  to  find  them. 
Besides,  the  idea  of  having  the  general  office  of  the  secretary  in  a 
common  "  hotel  of  travelers,"  and  the  meetings  in  a  theatre,  seems 
to  be  doubly  ridiculous  to  the  French  minds. 

The  gala  receptions  were  equally  eulogized  as  a  failure,  especially 
for  the  circumstance  that  the  poor  classes  of  Washington  crowded 
into  the  halls,  carrying  off  armsful  of  eatables  to  swallow  them  up 
with  best  of  appetites,  while  seating  themselves  in  a  ring  npon  the 
ground.  One  of  the  correspondents  fears  that  the  Presidential 
couple,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cleveland,  have  their  right  arms  displaced  by 
those  7000  vigorous  hand-shakes,  etc. 

A  very  ridiculous  complaint  is  made  over  the  circumstance  that 
hardly  anybody  understood  the  French,  or  any  other  foreign  lan- 
guage. Itis,  however, an  exception,  a  great  rarity,  to  meet  a  French- 
man speaking  anything  else  but  his  mother-tongue.  If  one  calls  at- 
tention to  this,  the  usual  reply  is  about  as  follows:  Tout  le  monde 
sait  le  Francais,  on  nous  co77iprend  partout.  I  suppose  they  have 
found  out  that  French  does  not  monopolize  America.  In  respect 
to  the  nomination  of  vice-presidents,  everybody  found  it  strange 
that  the  majority  of  elections  were  made  of  men  who  excelled  by 
their  absence  from  the  Congress,  and  who  were  not  men  of  distinc- 
tion, even  in  their  own  countries. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  Prof.  Bouchard 
gave  a  detailed  account  of  his  researches  in  the  field  of  practical 
antiseptics.  He  said  that  so  far  as  we  have  no  reliable  agents  for 
the  disinfection  of  large  absorbing  serous  cavities,  and  particularly 
of  the  intestinal  tracts.  Carbolic  acid,  the  sublimate  and  the  bin- 
iodide  of  mercury  were  excellent  and  powerful  germicides,  but 
their  extreme  solubility  favors  absorption  before  passing  through 
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the  bowels.  On  the  other  hand,  their  disinfecting  qualities  are 
equaled  by  their  tonic  influence  upon  the  human  body. 

If,  therefore,  we  could  find  some  substance  of  very  small  solubil- 
ity, and  very  little  poisonous  influence  upon  the  human  organism, 
the  question  might  be  considered  solid.  Prof.  B.  thinks  to  have 
made  an  important  discovery  in  this  direction  by  experimenting 
with  napthol,  (not  napthaline).  This  substance  dissolves  in  a  pro- 
portion only  of  1:500  of  water.  By  adding  a  little  alcohol,  the  pro- 
portion may  be  increased  ad  libitum.  If  ingested,  a  very  moderate 
quantity  would  suffice  to  pass  through  the  digestive  tube.  The 
question  now  comes  up,  how  that  quantity  would  influence  the  tis- 
sues? Taking  the  average  adult,  he  could  take  250  grammes  before 
being  poisoned.  One  hundredth  (/00)  of  that  weight  could,  howev- 
er, suffice  to  do  the  work  of  disinfection.  While  absolutely  speak- 
ing, corrosive  sublimate  exceeds  it  several  hundred  times  in  power, 
napthol,  by  means  of  its  enormous  nontoxic  doses  would,  in  full 
strength,  represent  14-15  times  the  efficacy  of  the  former.  It  fol- 
lows from  this,  that  in  all  the  fermentative  affections  of  the  stom- 
ache  and  the  bowels,  the  new  drug  is  certain  to  play  a  very  import- 
ant figure.  Especially  would  this  apply  to  the  diarrhceal  troubles 
of  infancy  during  the  hot  months. 

Average  single  dose  in  proportion  with  the  body  weight  1:2500, 
single  toxic  dose  1:1200. 

If,  according  to  the  professor,  a  single  dose  of  2,50  grammes  be 
enough,  gr.35-40  ought  to  do  the  work  in  America. 

Some  very  interesting  news  for  the  general  practitioner  comes 
from  the  Saint-Indie  Hospital,  of  Bordeaux,  and  if  the  efficacy  of 
the  treatment  proves  to  be  the  same  in  other  hands,  one  of  the  most 
rebellious  affections  would  be  conquered.  The  patients  have  a  feel- 
ing of  heaviness  and  uneasiness  about  the  stomache,  which,  during 
the  full  process  of  digestion,  develops  into  a  veritable  nausea,  fol- 
lowed by  vomiting.  The  majority  of  sufferers  vomit  every  day. 
The  bowels  may  be  regular,  but  are  often  inclined  to  diarrhoeal  at- 
tacks. The  stomach,  from  this  excessive  fermention,  is  considera- 
bly dilated,  and  may  pass  far  beyond  its  normal  limits.  The  gas- 
tric trouble  may  give  rise  to  secondary  troubles,  among  which  head- 
aches and  the  so-called  stomachical  vertigo  are  the  most  frequent 
and  annoying.    There  is  no  tenderness  over  the  epigastrium,  no 
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vomiting  or  spitting  of  blood — in  short,  no  indication  of  gastric  ul- 
cer or  cancerous  processes.  The  patient  is  usually  emaciated  from 
the  disturbed  digestion,  and  the  tongue  presents  a  whitish  appear- 
ance. A  sign  of  extreme  diagnostic  value,  when  present,  are  little 
nodosities,  which  may  be  found  around  the  articulations  of  the  first 
and  second  phalanges  of  the  fingers.  Gaseous  discharges  from  the 
stomach  are  extremely  frequent,  and  percussion  reveals  easily  the 
reason  for  that  fact. 

Treatment:  Exclusive  restriction  to  milk  diet,  washing  out  the 
stomach  with  weak  antiseptic  solutions  are  powerful  adjuvants,  but 
the  curative  means  par  excelllence  is  the  water  of  Pongues  Saint- 
Leger.  It  may  be  given  with  the  drinks  of  milk,  or  separately.  Its 
dose  is  that  of  the  mineral  waters  generally.  By  its  methodic  use 
some  very  rebellious  cases  have  yielded  within  from  two  weeks  to 
two  months'  treatment.  Usually  the  vomiting  ceases  after  a  few 
days.  As  soon  as  the  physician  has  arrived  at  that  point,  he  can 
add  eggs  to  the  diet,  and,  soon  after,  all  food  stuffs  favoring  fecal 
residue. 

In  regard  to  glaucoma,  Dr.  de  Wecker  asserts  that  the  term  "in 
flammatory  "  is  to  be  strictly  separated  from  the  affection.  True, 
it  may  follow  an  inflammation  of  the  ocular  membranes,  but  it  then 
is  only  a  result.  All  symptoms  are  directly  referable  to  the  effect 
of  the  increased  intra-ocular  tension.  This  latter  is  due  to  the  fact, 
that  the  filtering  apparatus  for  the  elimination  of  the  used  up  nu- 
tritious fluid  is  destroyed.  This  apparatus  is  situated  near  the  cor- 
neal junction  with  the  sclerotic  in  form  of  a  trabecular  tissue  allow- 
ing the  passage  of  the  surplus  liquid  into  the  neighborirg  veins  and 
lymphatics,  in  about  ys  of  all  cases  a  glacoma  commences  with 
certain  premonitions.  Dr.  de  Wecker  calls  this  the  odromic 
form.  It  is  liable  to  be  observed  when,  the  subject  is  yet  compar- 
atively young.  It  may  never  develop  into  a  full  glaucoma,  or,  at 
least,  very  slowly.  Operations  should,  therefore,  be  postponed. 
Instillations  of  eserine  (2  per  cent  s  A.),  or  pilocarpine  (5  per  cent 
sol.)  by  causing  a  miatic  condition  and  increasing  the  tension 
brings  about  a  forced  filtration,  and  hence  serves  the  patient  for 
years.  General  hygiene  is  to  be  strictly  enforced.  Clinical  recog- 
nition of  that  form:    tension  of  affected  eye,  but  little  increased, 
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amplitude  of  accommodation  diminished,  cornea  tarnished  on  ob- 
lique illumination  on  account  of  stretching  and  partial  loosening 
of  corneal  epithelium.  Ophthalmoscopic  examination  reveals  a 
normal  picture,  patient  complains  of  an  incessant  cloudiness, 
which  increases  with  the  intensity  of  the  light.  Around  a  fixed 
flame  he  observes  a  circle  of  colored  bands,  like  sections  of  a  rain- 
bow. The  symptoms  disappear  at  once  upon  instillation  of  a  my- 
otic, such  as  pilocarpine.  All  things  causing  a  dilatation  of  the 
pupil  lead  to  an  aggravation  of  suffering. 

Dr.  Freund,  of  Strassburg,  after  a  successful  trial  of  over  4000 
cases  in  the  hospital,  recommends  his  new  manner  of  manipulation 
for  the  completion  of  the  third  stage  of  labor.  He  says  there  are 
two  principal  modes  of  treating  the  matter.  The  one  which  inter- 
dicts all  interference,  leaving  everything  to  nature,  is  usually  called 
the  natural  method.  It  gives  an  average  duration  of  about  four 
hours  to  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta,  while  Crede's  method  seeks 
to  accomplish  the  same  thing  in  one-fourth  to  one-half  hour.  Con- 
cerning the  physiological  process  of  the  detachment  of  the  after- 
birth, we  know  that  it  is  due  to  a  retro-placental  hemorrhage. 
Crede'a  method  recommending  rubbing,  or  even  kneading  of  the 
tired  uterus,  interferes  with  the  natural  and  detaching  hemoirhage. 
True,  it  sets  up  new  contractions,  which,  in  the  great  majority  of 
cases,  succeed  to  bring  about  a  more  speedy  delivery.  However, 
during  its  efforts  the  womb  only  imperfectly  loosens  the  secundines 
leaving  numerous  pieces  behind.  It  is  a  statistical  fact  that  the 
membranes  are  always  less  than  after  the  natural  process.  This 
will  easily  show  us  what  danger  we  incur  from  the  possibility  of 
septic  fermentation.  Besides,  the  author  believes  that  the  knead- 
ing of  a  tonically  contracted  uterus  is,  in  itself,  an  injurious  pro- 
cedure. He  therefore  chooses  the  natural  or  expectant  plan,  in- 
terfering, however,  by  extraction  of  the  after-birth  as  soon  as 
loosened.  Here,  also,  comes  his  innovation:  Remembering  that 
with  or  after  every  contraction  the  uterus  rises  toward  the  umbili- 
cus, he  feels  for  the  fundus.  If  the  placenta  be  undetached,  it  will 
have  a  round  form;  if  it  be  loose,  the  fundus  gives  the  impression 
of  the  margin  of  a  cake,  i.  e.,  like  a  crest,  (kammformig).  At  this 
moment  he  gently  grasps  the  inferior  segment  directly  above  the 
symphysis,  and  pushing  the  whole  organ  toward  the  umbilicus, 
slowly,  and  without  force,  the  after-birth  drops  out  immediately.  A 
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little  traction  on  the  cord  is  equally  allowable.  As  far  as  time  is 
concerned,  the  doctor  thinks  it  ridiculous  to  specify  it  in  minutes. 
He  takes  into  consideration  all  the  condition  used,  therefore,  makes 
his  conclusions  as  to  active  interference  in  cases  too  much  pro- 
longed. He  believes  in  strict  antisepsis. 

In  view  of  the  frequency  of  the  disfiguring  cicatrices  of  burns 
about  the  hand,  it  might  be  interesting  to  hear  of  a  new  and  com- 
paratively successful  proceeding  both  as  to  the  final  cosmetic  effect 
and  the  absolute  success  of  the  operation.  As  is  known,  those  cic- 
atricial contractions  are  usually  the  result  of  burns.  They  may  al- 
so follow  extensive  laceration  of  the  hand  by  machinery,  and  an- 
other more  rare  etiological  factor  is  gangrene.  It  must  be  added 
right  here,  that  cases  of  gangrenous  origin  are  rarely  amenable  to 
the  treatment,  since  the  process  has  usually  caused  extensive  adhe- 
sions between  the  tendons  and  their  sheaths.  For  the  same  reason 
the  so-called  contractions  of  Depuytren  must  be  excluded.  In  all 
cases  the  little  finger  and  thumb  suffer  most,  the  former  on  account 
of  its  position  during  falling,  the  latter  on  account  of  its  need  of  al- 
most unlimited  mobility.  Occasionally  all  fingers  may  be  bound 
down  into  the  palmar  surface  of  the  hand.  In  minor  cases,  where 
cicatricial  bands  are  surrounded  by  healthy,  movable  skin,  the  ad- 
ventitious band  may  be  removed,  and  the  loss  repaired  immedi- 
ately by  the  V.  and  W.  incision  so  well  known  in  plastic  surgery.  If 
implicating  the  whole  hand,  palmar  surface  most  usually,  limit  the 
palm  by  an  incision  skin-deep.  Then  dissect  up  carefully  all  the 
fibrous  cicatricial  tissue,  looking  out  for  vessels  and  nerves  as  much 
as  possible,  although  they  cannot  always  be  avoided.  If  a  tendinous 
sheath  be  cut  it  must  be  ligatured  with  catgut,  antiseptic  measures 
being  observed  throughout.  This  done,  stretch  the  fingers  while 
the  hand  is  placed  on  a  table.  Having  obtained  a  satisfactory  po- 
sition the  second  operation  begins,  i.  e.,  the  formation  of  a  flap,  be- 
fore, it  may  be  stated  that  the  incision  of  the  palmar  wound  be 
made  so  as  to  present  an  undermined  edge,  so  as  to  fit  the  flap  is 
the  corresponding  lateral  wall  of  the  chest,  because  the  skin  is  ex- 
tremely elastic  and  will  cover  eventual  little  insufficiency.  Itsvas- 
enlarity  is  also  great,  and  besides,  the  scar  thus  formed  is  not  visi- 
ble. The[root  of  the  flap  ought  to  be  toward  the  anterior  aspect 
o  the  chest,  and  have  a  considerable  width.     The  subcutaneous 
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fat  ought  to  be  dissected  up  with  the  flap,  at  least  around  the  mar- 
gins and  near  the  root.  This  will  secure  both  an  early  union  and 
prevent  the  drying  up  of  the  flap.  The  arm  may  easily  be  fixed  so 
as  to  be  entirely  immovable,  by  a  plaster  of  Paris  dressing  with  a 
hole  left  over  the  extent  of  the  wound.  The  operation  is  advisable 
only  when  some  active  movement  of  the  fingers  is  manifest,  show- 
ing that  the  sheaths  are  yet  intact.  To  try  to  dissect  up  the  cica- 
tricial contractions  and  leave  the  healing  to  granulations  would 
leave  again  a  shrinking  of  the  healing  tissues  as  a  consequence  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  general  pathology. 

Prof.  Charcot,  in  speaking  on  the  subject  of  Wieniere's  disease, 
(vertigo)  advised  very  urgently  the  employment  of  the  salts  of  quin- 
ine. It  is  to  be  given  in  quantities  of  gr2o-3o  a  day,  and  to  be  con- 
tinued for  long  periods.  In  his  consideration  it  is  the  most  effic- 
ient drug  for  the  malady.  If  space  did  not  prevent  it,  a  little  des- 
cription of  his  clinical  lectures  might  be  interesting  not  only  on 
account  of  the  great  variety  of  affections,  but  particularly  for  the 
researches  and  experiments  he  makes  on  the  subject  of  hypnotism. 
In  fact,  here  it  is  usually  called  Charcotism.  Not  only  students, 
but  persons  of  all  trades  and  stations  assemble  there,  and  the  pa- 
pers bring  long  reports.  Of  course,  this  is  a  little  against  our  Amer- 
ican ideas  of  propriety. 

The  diagnostic  value  of  the  crepitant  rale  in'fibrous  (croupous) 
pneumonia  is  formulated  in  the  following  theses,  by  Prof.  Bern- 
heim,  of  Nancy: 

1.  It  may  be  present  during  the  first  period  (engorgement),  be 
absent  during  the  second  (hepatization),  and  reappear  during  the 
process  of  resolution. 

2.  Although  during  the  third  stage  we  usually  encounter  the 
subcrepitant  rale,  we  may  also  meet  the  true  variety. 

3.  The  crepitant  rale  may  be  absent  during  the  whole  march  of 
the  disease,  but  put  in  its  appearance  during  resolut,on. 

4.  Can  exist  in  all  stages. 

5.  Can  be  absent  in  all  periods. 

6.  Can  be  replaced  by  the  subcrepitant  rale  throughout. 
7- 

subcrepitant  in  the  two  succeeding. 

8.  The  ^receding  order  (as  given  under  7)  may  be  exactly  re- 
versed. 

9.  In  the  great  majority  the  true  crepitant  rale  is  present  in 
acute  croupous  pneumonia.  When  totally  absent,  hronchitis  has 
supervened,  the  mucous  rales  of  which,  rendered  sonorous  by  the 
solidity  of  the  hepatized  lung,  cover  the  fine  crepitant  rale. 

Dr.  W. 
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SHALL   THE  STATE   MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION   HATE  A  FIXED 
ABODE  AND  PLACE  OF  MEETING  J— THE  ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF  A  STATE  MEDICAL  LIBRARY. 


At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Texas  State  Madical  Association,, 
which  will  take  place  at  Galveston,  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  April 
next,  there  will  be  presented  for  consideration,  a  new  Constitution 
and  By-Laws.  The  subject  has  been  made  the  special  order  for 
the  first  day  of  the  session. 

There  are  many,  and  important  changes  needed  ;  and  from  a 
casual  reading  of  the  new  draft,  as  it  will  be  presented,  and  as  it 
appears  in  the  present  year's  transactions,  we  see  that  an  effort  has 
been  made  to  meet  some  of  them  ;  for  instance  ;  we  pointed  out 
in  the  issue  of  the  Journal  (March,  1887),  just  preceeding  the  last 
meeting,  the  very  astounding  fact,  that  under  our  present  Constitu- 
tion and  By-laws,  the  minority  virtually  rules  in  all  (lections,  and 
other  important  matters,  and  that  on  no  question  is  the  voice  of 
the  majority  heard. 

This  is  because,  under  our  present  working,  one  representative 
only,  from  each  county  votes,  no  matter  whether  there  be  in  that 
county,  one  physician,  or  one  hundred  ;  and  that  delegate  has  a 
voice  in  the  election  of  all  officers.     To  illustrate  :  Travis  county 
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has  an  organized  society  of  forty  members,  and  sends  up  eight  del- 
egates ;  only  one  of  those  delegates  goes  into  the  Nominating 
Committee,  and  his  vote,  supposed  to  represent  the  voice  of  forty 
members,  has  no  more  weight  in  the  choice  of  officers,  than  that  of  a 
delegate^from  the  remotest  county,  in  which  there  do  not  reside, 
perhaps,  all  told,  ten  physicians,  and  in  which  there  may  not  be  a 
single  member  of  the  State  Association,  or  of  any  local  organiza- 
tion. The  committee  propose  to  change  this  we  believe;  or,  if 
they  do  not,  it  should  be  changed,  and  there  should  be  some  way  pro- 
vided, whereby  the  actual  number  of  members  of  county  societies 
shall  be  represented  and  heard  ;  or  the  actual  number  of  physi- 
cians residing  in  a  county.  It  should  be  so  arranged  that  a  delegate 
should  cast  a  vote  for  every  five  members  he  represents,  since  he 
is  selected  on  that  basis.  But,  we  instance  this,  as  only  one  of  the 
defects  of  our  system — only  one  point  whereon  the  Constitution 
and  By-laws  need  amending. 

Xo  more  important  change  in  the  By-laws  could  come  up 
for  consideration  than  that  the  Association  should  have  "a 
local  habitation,''  a  place  of  permanent  abode, — and  of  annual 
meeting  ;  and  the  establishment  of  a  State  Medical  Library,  should 
be  considered  also,  in  this  connection. 

The  plan  of  having  the  Association  meet  at  a  different  place 
each  year,  is,  in  our  judgment,  open  to  many  and  serious  objections; 
while  much  can  be  said  in  favor  of  having  a  fixed  abode,  and  a 
regular  place  of  meeting.  We  will  not  stop  to  enumerate  all  the 
objections  to  the  present  plan,  only  pointing  out  that  what  is  con- 
venient to  a  given  delegation  this  year,  may  be  very  inconvenient  to 
it  another, and  that  in  consequence,  there  is,  with  the  exception  of  a 
score  of  zealous  members,  who,  to  their  credit,  be  it  said,  stop  at 
no  obstacles,  but  attend  all  meetings,  far  or  near,  convenient  or 
otherwise,  an  entirely  different  set  of  men  at  each  meeting.  When 
we  met  at  Houston,  there  was  a  large  local  representation  ;  and  so 
with  Austin  and  Dallas,  and  the  more  remote  members,  as  a  rule, 
did  not  attend  ;  hence  the  complexion  of  those  conventions  was 
entirely  unlike.  In  brief,  we  seldom  got  the  same  set  of  men 
together;  the  identify  of  one  meeting  is  almost  lost  in  the  suc- 
ceeding, and  for  the  reasons  stated.  It  requires  no  argument  to 
show  the  importance  of  cohesion, —of  assembling,  year  after  year, 
the  same  men. 
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Now,  if  the  Association  had  a  fixed  abode — say  at  the  Capitol, — 
(and  there  are  many  and  cogent  reasons  why  the  Capitol  should 
be  selected),  sooner  or  later,  every  physician  in  good  standing, 
within  a  radius  of  many  miles,  would  become  a  member,  and  would 
attend  the  meetings  with  something  like  regularity  ;  while  the  dis- 
tance to  be  traveled  by  other  members,  would  not  be  greater  than 
it  is,  occasionally,  to  a  large  number  when  the  Association  meets 
on  the  borders  of  the  State,  like  at  Galveston  and  Tyler,  for  ex- 
ample. The  Legislature  assembles  in  Austin  each  time;  the  courts 
are  held  there,  and  many  other  bodies  ,  and  why  should  a  State 
Medical  Association,  made  up  of  representatives  from  all  parts  of 
the  State  not  do  so  ;  instead  of  running  here  and  there,  and  scat- 
tering, as  they  do  ;  for,  take  a  member  residing,  say,  in  Fort  Worth, 
and  if  it  should  happen  that  the  Association  should  meet  several 
times  in  succession  at  a  great  distance  from  Fort  Worth,  in  all  hu- 
man probability  that  members  will  loose  his  identity  with,  and  in- 
terest in  the  Association.  We  see  this  every  year, — members  drop 
out  unless  it  is  convenient  to  attend  the  meetings. 

Much  could  be  said  on  the  head  of  doing  away  with  the  burden 
of  entertainment  being  thrown  on  the  local  physicians  ;  the  Asso- 
ciation should  provide  its  own  entertainment,  and  if  there  were  a 
neutral  point,  a  permanent  place  of  meeting,  this  would  soon  fol- 
low :  but  the  main  argument  is  in  favor  of  permanency  of  the 
archives. 

It  is  understood,  that  in  the  magnificent  new  Capitol  now  being 
built,  a  room  or  hall  will  be,  or  has,  by  act,  been,  set  aside  for  the 
Medical  profession  !  and  an  effort  is  now  being  made  by  Austin 
physicians  to  secure  such  room.  In  this  room  should  be  kept  the 
Secretary's  office  and  the  archives  of  the  Association,  and  a  library 
should  be  established.  To  show  further  the  importance  of  some 
such  change,  and  without  m  ending,  in  the  least  to  reflect  on  the 
former  Secretaries  of  the  Association,— for  a  part  of  the  fault  to  be 
mentioned  is  the  result  of  the  migratory  habit  of  the  Association — 
there  is  nothing  like  a  complete  record  of  the  Association  and  its 
doings,  in  possession  of  that  body  !  Prior  to  1878,  we  have  under- 
stood  that  the  Transactions  were  published  in  book  form.  There 
is  not  in  the  Secretary's  office,  a  single  copy  ;  from  1878  to  1883, 
we  have  understood,  the  Transactions  were  printed  in  the  Galveston 
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Medical  Record.  There  is  not  a  copy  in  the  Secretary's  office  \ 
In  1883  volume  Transactions  was  resumed.  There  is,  in  the  Sec- 
retary's office  one  single  copy  of  that  year,  in  bad  condition,  and 
paper  bound.  Since  1883  there  is  a  full  file  of  all  proceedings  , 
the  Transactions  of  1884  and  1887,  being  in  paper,  and  those  of 
1885  and  1886,  being  in  cloth.  (We  have  had  the  file  copy  of  1887 
and  of  1884  bound  in  cloth.)  If  there  are  any  papers  or  documents 
of  any  kind,  other  than  the  Secretary's  minutes,  in  an  old  book, 
relating  to  the  history  or  proceedings  of  the  Association  prior 
to  the  Tyler  meeting  in  1883,  they  are  not  to  be  found  in 
the  Secretary's  office.  In  fact,  — heretofore  the  Secretary's  "of- 
fice" seems  to  have  been  a  desk,  only,  and  all  that  there  is  of  re- 
cord of  the  Association  that  came  into  the  hands  of  the  present 
Secretary  is  (or  was)  in  that  desk  !  We  will  venture  that  there  are 
a  dozen  libraries  in  America  which  have  a  better  record  of  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Association,  than  is  in  possession  of  the 
Secretary. 

With  regard  to  a  library,  if  the  Association  were  to  change  the 
plan  of  itineracy  and  make  Austin  the  abode  of  the  Society,  a 
library  could  and  would  soon  be  established.  The  Secretary  re- 
ceives in  exchange  the  Transactions  of  other  Associations  and  of 
Health  Boards,  besides  numerous  pamphlets.  These  should  be 
preserved,  catalogued  and  cared  for  ;  and  the  record  of  the  Asso- 
ciation might  possibly  be  perfected  by  obtaining  the  missing  re- 
cords from  some  generous  members.  This  Journal  offers  here 
and  now,  to  donate  to  such  library,  if  started,  all  the  Medical 
Journals  and  monograms  and  pamphlets  that  come  in  exchange, 
and  there  are  perhaps  fifteen  to  twenty-five  hundred  volumes 
(pamphlets),  each  year  ;  besides  a  number  of  the  newest,  latest  and 
best  standard  works,  that  are  sent  us  for  "review,"  as  fast  as  they 
issue  from  the  Medical  publishing  houses.  There  are  many 
of  such  books  which  we  will  cheerfully  donate  to  a  library  for  the 
State  Medical  Association,  if  any  such  arrangement  is  made  as  has 
been  outlined  above.  Doubtless  others  would  also  donate  books 
and  pamphlets. 

Then  the  Association,  meeting  in  this  hall  each  year,  every 
member  would  have  access  to  all  documents  of  record,  volumes 
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of  Transactions,  as  well  as  to  all  the  current  and  standard  Medical 
literature  of  the  day. 

In  after  years,  when  the  Medical  history  of  Texas  shall  be  writ- 
ten, the  archives  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  should  be 
a  mine  of  useful  information.  There  is  a  fearful  hiatus  now  exist- 
ing, and  it  should  be  closed,  while  it  is  yet  possible,  may  be,  to  pro- 
cure some  of  the  missing  records. 

The  establishment  of  a  State  Medical  Library  ought  to  be  a 
cherished  aim  of  this  Society.  Every  document  or  publication 
that  relates  to  epidemic  diseases  or  sporadic  diseases  that  prevail, 
or  have  prevailed  in  Texas,  should  be  carefully  preserved  in  per- 
manent form,  and  made  available  to  the  future  Medical  historian. 

This  is  the  more  imperative  now,  since  the  same  thing  has  been 
done,  to  a  considerable  extent,  with  reference  to  the  surgery  of  the 
past, — by  our  indefatigable  committee.  The  same  hall  used  for 
the  library  could  be  used  also  for  the  annual  meetings  of  the  State 
Association. 

Should  this  change  be  made  in  our  Constitution  and  By-laws, 
and  the  future  meetings  of  the  Association  be  held  at  Austin  in  their 
own  library  hall, — we  predict  a  great  impetus  would  be  given  or- 
ganization, and  original  scientific  research  ;  a  new  era  would  dawn 
on  "Texas  Medicine." 

The  President  of  the  Louisiana  State  Medical  Association  is  ad- 
vocating a  similar  change  in  that  body,  and  we  commend  his  able 
address  to  the  profession  of  Louisiana,  and  the  above  remarks  to 
the  careful  consideration  of  our  members,  and  especially  to  that  of 
our  calm,  far  seeing  and  progressive  President,  Sam  R.  Burroughs. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  State  Association,  the  Secretary,  in  his 
report,  pointed  out  the  absence  from  his  office  of  all  printed  record 
anterior  to  '83,  and  the  necessity  of  providing  some  means  for  the  care 
and  preservation  of  the  mass  of  literature,  now  accumulating;  but  no 
action  was  taken.  A  resolution  should  be  passed  authorizing  the 
Secretary  to  advertise  for,  and  otherwise  endeavor  to  procure  the 
missingvolumes  of  Transactions,  and  of  the  Medical  Record,  and,  if 
need  be,  an  appropriation  should  be  made  to  pay  for  them,  if  they 
can  be  found. 


244         DAK  IE  US  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


THE  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETIES  OF  TEXAS. 


It  is  a  source  ot  much  gratification  to  observe  the  activity  of  the 
various  county  medical  associations,  and  the  interest  taken  by  the 
members  in  the  meetings,  especially  when  we  look  back  two  years, 
and  reflect  that  there  was  scarcely  such  an  organization  in  the  State. 
The  members  frequently  ride  ten  and  twenty  miles,  and  they  either 
read  a  paper,  or  engage  in  the  discussion  of  some  subject  of  com- 
mon interest;  and  men  who  had  never  before  attempted  to  put  their 
observations  on  paper,  are  now  known  as  good  writers,  their  papers 
being,  if  not  polished  literary  productions,  in  all  cases,  are  of  prac- 
tical value. 

We  wish  to  encourage  this,  and  to  see  it  become  more  general; 
and  to  this  end  we  invite  members  of  the  several  county  societies 
to  send  us  their  productions,  for  publication,  no  matter  if  they  be 
only  clinical  notes;  we  will  put  them  in  shape.  Give  the  brethren 
the  benefit  of  your  ideas,  your  observations  and  experience:  You 
can  form  no  idea  of  the  value  of  such  contributions;  they  are  read, 
and  they  have  their  influence.  We  solicit  contributions  to  every 
department  of  the  Journal,  and  especially  invite  secretaries  to  send 
in  reports  of  their  meetings.  Extra  copies  of  the  Journal  contain- 
ing these  papers  and  reports  will  be  sent  the  contributors,  or  the 
secretaries,  free  of  charge,  for  circulation  in  their  neighborhoods. 


Patronize  Home  Industry. — We  say,  with  confidence,  and  with- 
out fear  of  successful  contradiction,  for  we  speak  from  the  book, 
and  from  experience,  that  the  Steam  Job  and  Book  Printing  House 
of  Eugene  von  Boeckmann,  in  Austin,  can  not  be  excelled  in  their 
line  of  work  ;  and  as  for  prices,  we  will  guarantee  that  they  can 
compete  with  St.  Louis  and  Chicago.  The  Transactions  of  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Association  was  printed  by  this  house,  (low- 
est and  best  bid),  and  it  has  received  complimentary  mention  by 
the  leading  journals  throughout  the  United  States.  The  printing 
of  this  Journal  has  been  done  by  them  from  the  beginning,  and 
is  eminently  satisfactory  as  to  style  and  price.  Physicians'  bill 
heads,  envelopes,  prescription  blanks,  etc.,  will  receive  especial  atten- 
tion and  sent  C.O.D.  Orders  solicited  and  satisfaction  guaranteed. 
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Married:  November  29,  1887,  in  Caldwell,  Texas,  at  the  resi- 
dence of  the  bride's  mother,  Dr.  Thos.  O.  Maxwell,  of  Fiskville, 
Travis  county,  (near  Austin)  to  Miss  Florence  Porter,  of  Caldwell, 
Burleson  county. 

This  seems  to  be  a  good  (or  bad)  season  for  young  doctors — 
they  are  going  off  like — we  had  nearly  said — "hot  cakes."  But  the 
strange  part  of  it  is  that  most  of  our  young  doctors  get  their  brides 
from  a  distance,  while  Austin  is  literally  blooming  with  the  fairest 
of  the  fair,  and  scores  of  them!  We  congratulate  Dr.  Tom.  with  all 
our  heart,  and  wish  him  along  life  of  happiness;  and  we  can,  and 
do  congratulate  Miss  Florence,  for  the  doctor  has  been  considered 
a  "catch,"  the  despair  of  the  girls  hereabout,  and  the  envy  of  the 
gents.  We'll  venture,  more  sheep's  eyes  and  sly  glances  have  been 
wasted  on  the  handsome  young  sawbones  than  on  most  fellows,  but, 
it  seems,  fate  decreed  that  he  was  to  find  his  destiny  in  Burleson. 
The  doctor  has  settled  in  his  cosy  country  home  in  the  rich  Del 
Valle  settlement,  and  gone  to  work  with  renewed  euergy,  building 
up  his  practice  and  extending  his  fame  as  a  safe  and  conscientious 
practitioner  of  the  great  healing  science.  May  many  years  of  hon- 
or and  usefulness  be  his. 


Married:  In  Austin.  Texas,  November  24,  at  the  Tenth  Street 
Methodist  Church,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pinson,  Dr.  A.  L.  Cocke,  of 
San  Marcos,  to  Miss  Emma  Earnest,  of  Austin.    No  cards. 

We  acknowledge  the  conrtesy  of  a  special  invitation  to  be  pres- 
ent at  the  marriage,  and  also  at  the  ante-nuptial  banquet  given  by 
Dr.  Cocke  at  the  Driskill  at  4  p.  m.,  same  day.  On  that  occasion 
the  gallant  doctor  entertained  at  a  sumptuous  dinner,  a  party  of  la- 
dies and  gentlemen  to  the  number  of  thirty,  friends  from  San  Mar- 
cos, who  came  up  to  "see  him  off,"  together  with  some  of  his  med- 
ical friends,  resident  in  Austin.  His  health  was  drank  in  many  a 
bumper  of  choice  wine,  and  many  and  sincere  were  the  wishes  for 
a  long  life  of  happiness  to  himself  and  the  fair  one  of  his  choice. 
The  Journal's  best  wishes  attend  them  on  their  journey  through 
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Married,  in  Quincy,  Illinois,  December  21,  Dr.  Frank  B.  King, 
of  Burnett,  Texas,  to  Miss  Lizzie  Winston,  a  sister  of  Col.  J.  M. 
Lewis.  We  extend  congratulations  to  our  friend  and  neighbor,  Dr. 
King,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Travis  County  Medical  Society,  and 
wish  him  abundant  happiness. 


Married:  The  Times  is  pleased  to  record  the  marriage,  on 
Wednesday,  the  30th  ult.,  of  Dr.  T.  M.  Stone  to  Mrs.  Sally  Nors- 
worthy,  at  Jasper.  Dr.  Stone  is  an  elegant  gentleman  in  every  sense 
of  the  term,  and  his  innate  refinement  and  goodness  of  heart  find 
congenial  symphony  in  the  characteristic  graces  of  his  pretty  and 
accomplished  bride. —  Colmesneil  Times. 


"  Doc."  W.  M.  Yandell,  so  well  known  in  Texas  as  a  live  news- 
paper man,  and  late  President  of  the  State  Press  Association,  has 
just  matriculated  at  Gross  Medical  College,  Denver,  Colorado,  and 
will  take  the  degaee  "  M.  D."  this  spring. 

Dr.  Yandell  is  a  brother  of  Prof.  David  W.  Yandell,  and  of  the 
late  Prof*  Lunsford  P.  Yandell,  jr.,  of  Louisville,  and  a  son  of  the 
very  distinguished  Lunsford  Yandell,  sr.,  who  was  one  of  the  found- 
ers of  the  University  of  Louisville,  contemporary  with  the  great 
Gross.  This  may  account  partly  for  the  selection  of  the  Gross  Med- 
ical College  away  out  in  Denver.  Dr.  Yandell  was  lately  quaran- 
tine officer  at  El  Paso,  under  State  appointment.  He  began  the 
study  of  medicine  in  Memphis  before  the  war,  with  his  brother  Dr. 
Lunsford  P.  Yandell,  who  was,  at  that  time,  in  that  college;  atten- 
ded a  course  at  the  Tulane  University,  in  N.  O.,  since  the  war, 
and  now  proposes  to  finish  at  the  Gross,  in  Colorado.  We  congrat- 
ulate the  doctor,  and  commend  the  Gross  Medical  College  to  other 
gentlemen  seeking  to  finish  (or  begin)  a  medical  education. 


Dr.  W.  M.  Burger,  late  of  Bartlett,  Williamson  county,  Texas, 
has  been  appointed  by  the  U.  S.  Government  physician  to  the  Ton- 
gue River  Agency  of  Cheyenne  Indians  in  Montana,  and  is  now  lo- 
cated at  Tongue  River.  We  are  sorry  to  lose  the  doctor  from  Texas, 
but  he  directs  the  Journal  to  be  continued,  and  mailed  to  Tongue 
River. 
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Dr.  J.  L.  Felder,  of  Leasburg,  was  incorrectly  marked  "deceased" 
on  the  roll  of  members  of  the  T.  S.  M.  S.,  in  the  Transactions,  of 
1886.  As  the  doctor  did  not  contradict  it,  the  incoming  secretary 
quite  naturally  dropped  the  name  from  the  roll  in  the  revision  of 
the  Transactions  of  1887. 

The  circumstances  are  as  follows:  Dr.  Felder  attended  the  Dal- 
las meeting  in  1886,  and  served  on  the  judicial  committee,  (andsub- 
scribed  for  this  Journal).  Shortly  after  the  meeting  Dr.  Burt,  the 
secretary,  got  news  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Felder,  at  Leesburg.  But  it 
transpires  that  it  was  Dr.  Felder's  son,  Jno.  L.  Felder,  jr.,  who  resi- 
ded at  Pittsburg.  He  died  at  his  father's  house  in  Leesburg,  and 
hence  the  confusion  of  names.  We  take  pleasure  in  restoring  Dr. 
Felder  to  membership  in  the  T.  S.  M.  A.,  and  his  name  to  the 
roll. 

Apropos:  Dr.  Felder  has  removed  from  Leesburg  to  Cleburne, 
Texas.  He  has  sent  us  a  paper,  giving  his  views  as  to  the  true  cause 
of  malarial  fever,  etc.  This  paper  will  be  published  in  the  next  is- 
sue of  the  Journal,  together  with  a  description  of  the  fungus,  or 
spores — specimens  of  which  Dr.  Felder  has  sent  us — as  it  appears 
under  the  microscope.  The  examination  and  description  are  by 
that  able  microscopist,  Dr.  Rudolph  Menger,  of  San  Antonio,  and 
the  description  constituted  part  of  the  paper  sent  to  be  read  at  the 
late  meeting  of  the  Austin  District  Association,  but  which  was,  un- 
fortunately, crowded  out  by  the  large  number  of  papers  presented 
by  members  in  attendance.  At  an  early  day  we  will  give  an  account 
of  Dr.  Menger's  wonderful  and  valuable  collection  of  photos  and 
micro-photos  of  the  "animals  and  insects  of  Texas.'"  a  monument 
to  his  zeal  and  patience  in  the  cause  of  science. 


Personal. 

Our  esteemed  friend  and  subscriber,  Dr.  Frank  A.  Maxwell,  late 
assistant  physician  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  Austin,  has  been  tendered 
and  has  accepted  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  position  of 
Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  the  Medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Nashville  and  Vanderbilt  University,  Nashville,  Ten- 
nessee. We  congratulate  the  faculty  on  the  acquisition  of  so  able 
a  man  in  this  important  "office,  and  also  extend  our  congratulations 
to  our  young  friend  on  an  opening  which  will  doubtless  call  into 
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early  exercise  and  development  his  talents,  and  "  lead  to  fortune 
and  to  fame."  The  newspapers  married  the  doctor  last  month,  but 
we  can  assure  the  "  managing  mammas"  and  the  eligible  young  la- 
dies of  Nashville  that  this  was  unauthorized,  not  founded  in  fact, 
and  was,  altogether,  too  previous;  but  Dr.  Tom.  O.,  his  brother, 
(oh!  Tom!)  "stepped  off"  at  Caldwell,  lately.  See  notice. 


t    physician's  mutual  BENEFIT  ASSOCIATION  OF  TEXAS. 

This  organization  is  chartered,  and  is  exempt  from  taxation.  No 
duties,  no  meetings  to  attend,  total  expenses  Si.ooa  year,  dues,  and 
on  the  death  of  a  member  $1.00  to  a  fund  for  the  widow.  Every 
physician  should  esteem  it  a  privilege  to  give  a  deceased  brother's 
widow  a  dollar.  It  is  often  a  godsend.  Dr.  S.  F.  Starley,  at  Ty- 
ler, Dr.  W.  T.  Burts,  at  Fort  Worth,  and  Dr.  J.  H.  Bowers,  at  Co- 
lumbus, will  receive  applications  for  membership.  All  members 
are  authorized  to  do  so,  and  we  hope  every  brother  will  exert  him- 
self to  get  others  to  join.  The  present  membership  is  169;  total 
enrollment,  211;  total  forfeitures,  38;  total  deaths  in  four  years,  4! 

A  meeting  of  members  will  be  held  at  Galveston  during  the  ses- 
sion of  the  State  Medical  Association  in  April  next. 

The  assessment  for  Mrs.  Kilpatrick  is  not  all  paid  yet.  $100  has 
been  sent  her  to  date;  the  balance  will  be  paid  by  January  i,when 
the  time  expires,  and  her  receipt  will  be  published  in  the  January 
number. 


Important  to  Medical  Colleges  and  other  Advertisers;; 
The  Dean  of  the  St.  Louis  Post  Graduate  Medical  College  writes,  in 
renewing  the  announcement  of  that  school:  "We  have  so  many 
students  from  your  part  of  the  country  that  we  cannot  afford  to  stop 
advertising."  And  later,  "  Yours  is  the  only  journal  in  which  we 
continue  to  advertise;  as  it  certainly  seems  to  have  done  us  the  most 
good."  Strong  language,  but  fact.  Send  for  rates,  which,  in  pro- 
portion to  circulation,  are  most  reasonable.  Our  list  of  advertisers, 
thirty-five  pages,  and  all  a  1,  speaks  well  for  the  Journal  as  a  Texas 
advertiser. 


Dr.  J.  T.  Musick,  of  Pittsburg,  is  in  New  York,  attending  the 
Polyclinic,  and  visiting  the  great  hospitals. 
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COCAINE  IN  GOUT. 

Dr.  Edmund  Goldmann,  of  San  Jose,  California,  writes  us  : 
"I  recently  had  an  opportunity  of  treating  a  severe  case  of  gout 
in  which  there  was^extensive  swelling  of  the  big  toe,  with  cocaine, 
locally.  I  used  a  six  per  cent,  solution,  with  the  most  gratifying  re- 
sults ; — the  cyanotic  appearance  being  diminished  in  a  few  hours, 
and  the  excruciating  pain  subsided  in  twenty  minutes,  almost  en- 
tirely. V  have  seen  no  published  account  of  a  similar  case  so 
treated.  Perhaps  you  may  have  read  of  some  such  ;  if  not,  you 
can  speak  of  this  one  for  the  benefit  of  your  many  readers. 

The  solution  of  cocaine  was  applied  by  means  of  soft  C.  H. 
pencil,  (about  every  five,  minutes),  on  the  painful  member, — until 
pain  was  relieved.  Patient  could  not  bear  the  slightest  pressure  or 
weight  on  the  part,  else  I  should  have  applied  cotton  pledgets  sat- 
urated with  the  solution,  in  preference  to  painting  with  the  C.  H. 
pencil." 

It  does  look  as  if,  in  cocaine,  we  have  found  the  greatest  boon 
tojsuffering  man  ;  its  uses  are  innumerable. 

U.   S.  PENSION  SURGEON. 

We  are  gratified  to  learn  that  our  greatly  esteemed  friend,  sub. 
scriber  and  correspondent,  Dr.  O.  Eastland,  of  Wichita  Falls,  has 
been  appointed  Examining^Surgeon  for  U.  S.  Pensions. — "Uncle 
Sam"g  will  have  a  vigilant  watch  kept  on  his  treasury  in  North 
Texas,  we'll  warrant.  The  Pension  Bureau  are  to  be  congratulated 
onJ[so  judicious  a  selection. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Wilkes  :  We  have  received  information  that  Dr. 
Wilkes,  who  left  Waco  about  a  year  ago,  and  accepted  a  chair  in 
the  Kansas  City  Medical  College,  has  resigned  the  position  and 
has  returned  to  histoid  home.  We  welcome  the  Doctor  back  to 
Texas. 


TheJNorth  Texas  Medical  Association  —  Dr.  J.  M.  Fort,. 
President  ;  Dr.  G.  R.  Clayton,  Secretary,  has  just  closed  a 
large,  interesting  and  very  instructive  session  at  Gainesville.  We 
are*promised  a  full  report  of  proceedings  by  the  courteous  Secre- 
tary, for  the  January  Number  of  the  Journal.  The  interest  in 
Medical  organizations  in  Texas  is  ever  increasing. 
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Personal. — Our  friend  and  subscriber,  Dr.  F.  E.  Yoakum,  of 
Greenville,  Texas,  the  able  and  popular  President  of  the  famous 
East  Line  Medical  Society,  is  at  present  in  Chicago,  where  he  has 
entered  the  Illinois  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary  for  a  special  course  of 
instruction  in  ophthalmology  |  and  otology.  He  is  also  taking  a 
course  at  the  Rush  Medical  College;  and  tat  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  a  course  on  Chemistry  and  Microscopy.  For 
some  years  Dr.  Yoakum  has  limited  his  practice  to  the  diseases  of 
the  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat,  and  is  j,well  known  throughout 
Texas  as  a  skillful  practitioner  in  those  branches.  Dr.  Yoakum 
will  contribute  clinical  reports  for  this  Journal  during  his  sojourn 
in  the  great  medical  center  of  the  lYest. 


y^LDYERTI  SERBS'  JvToTICES. 

Cincho  Quinine  is  quite  palatable  and  does  not  disagree  with 
the  most  sensitive  stomach. 

The  Phosphates  of  Iron,  Soda,  Lime  and  Potash,  dissolved  in 
excess  of  Phosphoric  Acid,  is  a  valuable  combination  to  prescribe 
in  Nervous  Exhaustion,  General  Debility,  etc.  Robinson's  Phos- 
phoric Elixir  is  an  elegant  solution  of  these  chemicals.  (See 
page  .) 

"Whenever  you  have  an  inquiry  about  electrical  appliances  for 
medicinal  use,  you  will  never  go  astray  in  commending  those  made 
by  Jerome  Kidder  &  Co.  Every  desirable  feature  of  electrical 
methods  of  treatment  are  embraced  in  the  varieties  of  instruments 
they  manufacture.  They  have  stood  the  test  of  time,  of  medical 
surveillance,  of  public  observation,  and  to-day  they  lead  all  others 
in  merit  and  sale." — Pharmaceutical  Record,  November  i,  1887. 

We  see  that  amongst  the  "Awards  to  Exhibitors,"  at  the  Ameri- 
can Exhibition  in  London,  a  gold  medal  was  awarded  to  Fairchild 
Bros.  &  Foster,  of  New  York,  for  "Digestive  Ferments,"  Extractum 
Pancreatis  Peptonizing  Powders,  Pepsine  in  Scales  ;  elegant,  re- 
liable and  convenient  preparations  for  peptonizing  food. 

Surgeons  usually  take  an  inventory  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
to  see  what  they  need  in  the  way  of  instruments  and  appliances. 
In  replenishing  their  stock,  they  must  not  forget  that  Isaac  Phillips, 
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at  Atlanta,  is  the  only  exclusively  Wholesale  Surgical  Instrument 
House  in  the  South,  and  that  he  will  duplicate  any  catalogue  at 
f  25  per  cent.  off.    Goods  laid  down  in  Texas  in  24  hours. 

"Whenever  Bromides  are  indicated,  use  "  Peacock's,"  and  suc- 
!  cess  is  assured."  .  , 

The  Chs.H.  Phillips  Chemical  Co.,  30  Piatt  Street,  New  York, 
I  manufacture  a  line  of  the  most  elegant  pharmaceutical  prepara- 
tions on  the  market.  All  who  have  tried  them  like  them,  and  con- 
tinue to  prescribe  them,  unlike  certain  that  we  know  which  are  very 
^disappointing;  for  instance,  we  have  never  heard  any  complaint 
that  their  emulsion  separates  on  standing,  nor  their  other  prepara- 
tions precipitating  the  active  ingredients.  Their  Phosnho-Muriate 
.of  Quinine  has  stood  the  test  of  a  thorough  trial.  See  advertise- 
ment and  mention  this  Journal. 

Dr.  Fothergill,  than  whom  there  is  no  better  authority  on  ther- 
apeutics, says  that  maltine  is  a  food  of  priceless  value  in  times  of 
emergency.  It  certainly  has  played  a  conspicuous  part  in  medical 
•practice  of  late  years,  and  if  it  were  not  a  valuable  product  it  would 
nnver  have  maintained  its  place  as  it  has  done.  The  manufacturers 
offer  8  ounces  of  each  of  their  three  preparations  free  to  any  phy- 
sician  who  will  send  for  them.  See  their  ad. 

Having  perfected  arrangements  for  the  manufacture  of  Chemically 
Pure 

NITROGEN  MONOXIDE, 

HYDROGEN  DIOXIDE, 

I  am  enabled  to  supply  the  medical  profession  of  Texas  with  Com- 
pressed Gases  in  Cylinders  or  Rubber  Bags  for  office  use,  at  New 
York  prices,  less  expressage,  and  with 

PORTABLE  OXYGEST, 

for  the  use  of  patients  at  home,  at  one  half  of  New  York  prices. 
Correspondence  solicited.  Address, 

PERL,  ls/L.  JD. 

HOUSTON,  TEXAS. 


AD  VER  T1SEMENTS. 


Pil:  Chalybeate 

(Warner  &  Co.) 

Nux  Vomica  is  added  as  an  ingredient  to  Pill  Chalybeate  to  in- 
crease the  tonic  effect  when  desired. 

COMPOSITION  OF  EACH  PILL: 

(Chalybeate  Mass.)    Carb.  Protoxide  of  Iron,  gr.  2y2. 
Ext.  Nuc.  Vom.  gr.  1-6. 

DOSE. — 1  to  3  pills. 
Most  advantageously  employed  in  the  treatment  of  Anemia, 
Chlorosis,  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Loss  of  Appetite,  etc. 

Pil:  Antiseptic 

(Warner  &  Co.) 

Each  pill  contains:  Sulphite  Soda,  1  gr.;  Salicylic  Acid,  1  gr.; 
Ext.  Nuc.  Vomica,  %  gr.  DOSE.— 1  to  3  pills. 
Pil.  Antiseptic  is  prescribed  with  great  advantage  in  cases  of 
Dyspepsia  attended  with  acid  stomach  and  enfeebled  digestion 
following  excessive  indulgence  in  eating  or  drinking.  It  is 
used  with  advantage  in  Rheumatism.  Per  100,  80  cts. 

Pil:  Antiseptic  Comp 

(Warner  &  Co.) 

Each  pill  contains:  Sulphite  Soda,  1  gr.;  Salicylic  Acid,  I 
gr.;  Ext.  Nuc.  Vomica,  1-8  gr.;  Powd.  Capsicum,  1-10  gr.;  Conc't 
Pepsin,  1  gr.    DOSE. — 1  to  3  pills. 

Pil.  Antiseptic  Comp.  are  prescribed  with  great  advantage  in 
cases  of  Dyspepsia,  Indigestion  and  malassimilation  of  food. 

--  INOLUVIN-- 

VENTRICULUS  -callosus  -  GALLHSTACEU 

A  POWDER:  Prescribed  in  the  same  manner,  dose  and  com- 
bination as  Pepsin,  used  in  all  cases  where  Pepsin  is  required 
with  superior  advantage. 

Agent:  J.  J.  TOBIN,  Austin,  Texas. 


DAN  I  EL'S 

Published  Monthly  Subscription  $2.00  a  ^"ear^. 


Vol.  3.  AUSTIN,  JANUARY,  1888.  No.  7. 

By  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  this  Journal  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of  the 
Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


pRIGINAL  ^LF^TICLES. 

©^"CONTRIBUTED  EXCLUSIVELY  TO  THIS  JOURNAL.**^ 


The  Articles  in  this  Department  are  accepted  and  published  with  the  understanding 
that  we  are  not  responsible  for,  nor  do  we  indorse  the  views  and  opinions  of  the  writers 
by  so  doing.   


COCAINE  IN  URETHRAL  SURGERY. 


By  A.  F.  Sa?npson,  M.  D.,  Galveston,  Texas. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

THE  recent  advancements  in  Urethral  Surgery  are  so  replete 
that  it  seems  but  little  remains  to  be  added.  But  recently  the 
Otis  method  for  the  radical  cure  of  Urethral  Strictures  has  so  for- 
cibly demonstrated  its  claims  that  no  surgeon  now  fails  to  appre- 
ciate the  value  of  this  generous  investigator's  contributions  to 
science.  And  as  an  adjunct  to  the  treatment  of  Urethral  Strictures 
Newman's  Electrolytic  System  should  not  be  ignored. 

Upon  careful  consideration  of  the  following  observations  we  can 
not  fail  to  appreciate  the  fact  that  cocaine  anaesthesia  is  destined 
to  play  an  important  part  in  Urethral  Surgery.  In  the  spring  of 
1885  I  became  convinced  that  cocaine  was  the  anaesthetic,/^  ex- 
cellence, in  urethral  surgery,  and  have  since  studied  its  effects,  being 
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assured  that  by  its  employment  quite  an  advantage  would  be  gained 
in  this  special  branch. 

Before  entering  upon  the  treatment  of  any  case  there  is  nothing 
that  fortifies  the  surgeon  more  than  a  clear  diagnosis  with  a  full 
comprehension  of  the  existing  pathological  condition.  In  gaining 
these  advantages  we  must  commend  cocaine  anaesthesia  loudly. 

A  case  of  suspected  urethral  stricture  is  presented;  the  history  is 
taken,  parts  examined  casually,  the  proper  examination  of  the  urine 
had.  Now  it  remains  to  devise  our  diagnosis  and  pathological 
changes,  which  not  only  necessitates  an  exploration  of  the  canal 
with  the  proper  instruments,  but  also  an  inspection  must  be  had  to 
fully  reach  our  conclusions. 

The  exquisitively  sensitive  condition  of  the  urethra  that  is  inva- 
riably found  to  exist  with  urethral  stricture  precludes  the  possi- 
bility of  making  a  satisfactory  exploration,  unless  an  anaesthetic  be 
used,  or  we  recklessly  defy  shock,  or  see  the  patient  for  the  last 
time,  who  justly  should  become  indignant  at  the  unnecessary 
amount  of  suffering  inflicted.  The  advantage  of  cocaine  over  gen- 
eral anaesthesia  to  gain  the  diagnosis  and  pathology,  both  to  physi- 
cian and  patient,  is  too  patent  to  give  in  detail.  But  the  very  fact 
that  a  patient  can  be  fortified  by  the  knowledge  that  he  will  under- 
go a  thorough  investigation  without  pain,  the  dangers  of  urethral 
shock,  or  be  deterred  from  pursuing  immediately  his  avocation,  and 
without  any  of  the  dangers  of  general  anaesthesia,  and  that  he  will 
be  thoroughly  conscious  of  all  that  is  going  on,  must  serve  to  pro- 
duce a  mental  effect  that  affords  the  surgeon  no  little  advantage. 

I  have  taken  special  pains  in  observing  the  effects  of  cocaine  in 
preventing  urethral  shock.  By  the  term  urethral  shock,  I  would  be 
understood  as  referring  to  the  constitutional  disturbance  that  we 
have  found  to  follow  the  introduction  of  instruments  in  the  urethral 
canal;  manifested  by  rigors  with  its  sequellae,  a  condition  that  we 
have  learned  to  dread  in  urethral  surgery.  Herein  cocaine  has  never 
disappointed  my  most  sanguine  expectations. 

Within  the  last  three  years,  under  the  anaesthetic  influence  of  co- 
caine, I  have  performed  seventy-four  internal  urethrotomys  for  the 
radical  cure  of  strictures,  besides  frequently  introducing  sounds  and 
the  urethra  metre  without  encountering  a  single  case  of  urethral 
shock.    This  experience  must  establish  a  claim  for  cocaine  that 
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will  command  special  attention.  I  hold  that  ere  long,  he  who 
would  have  to  make  an  exploration  of  either  the  urethra  or  blad- 
der, without  first  gaining  the  anaesthetic  effects  of  cocaine,  would 
be  regarded  culpable  of  great  neglect  should  shock  occur. 

I  cite  the  following  case  to  illustrate  the  properties  of  cocaine 
in  preventing  urethral  shock:  Mr.  J.  applied  for  treatment  of  an 
obstinate  gleet,  that  I  thought  due  to  a  stricture.  My  preparations 
were  made  for  a  retro-injection,  when  the  patient  remonstrated, 
stating  that  if  I  introduced  the  instrument  he  would  surely  have  a 
severe  chill,  etc.,  from  which  he  nearly  lost  his  life  in  a  former 
treatment.  I  prevailed  upon  him  to  permit  me  to  carry  out  my  pur- 
pose, as  the  instrument  was  not  of  sufficient  size  to  put  the  urethra 
on  a  stretch,  it  being  a  tube  of  only  16  m.  m.  circumference,  nor 
was  the  injecting  flu:d  irritating.  A  few  hours  after,  much  to  my 
chagrin,  I  was  summoned  to  my  patient  to  find  him  with  a  temper- 
ature of  105°  F.,  and  a  history  of  a  severe  rigor.  I  had  ?wt  used  co- 
caine. The  gravity  of  this  disturbance  from  so  slight  a  cause 
awakened  in  me  a  keen  appreciation  for  cocaine  in  controlling  ure- 
thral shock.  Having  regained  the  confidence  of  this  patient,  who, 
fortunately,  was  a  gentleman  of  intelligence,  by  assuring  him  that 
I  had  a  means  of  preventing  the  much  dreaded  shock,  I  adminis- 
tered an  injection  of  ten  per  cent  of  cocaine,  and  under  its  influence 
made  a  full  and  satisfactory  exploration  of  his  urethra  without  any 
manifestation  of  shock  recurring.  Here  we  see  a  case  predisposed 
to  shock  suffer  severely  from  an  inconsiderateinterference,  whereas, 
under  cocaine  a  much  more  extended  and  repeated  exploration  of 
urethra  produced  no  untoward  symptoms. 

Again,  an  interesting  case  of  reflex  neuroses,  due  to  urethral  irri- 
tation, that  simulated  intermittent  malarial  fever,  reported  in  the 
last  November  number  of  the  Nei:1  York  Medical  Record,  the  use  of 
cocaine  not  only  contributed  to  the  diagnosis,  but  also  manifest- 
ed its  powers  in  preventing  urethral  sh@ck  in  a  case  markedly  pre- 
disposed. My  first  examination  without,  resulted  in  a  constitutional 
disturbance,  whereas,  under  cocaine,  the  urethra  metre  was  used 
and  internal  urethrotomy  performed.    No  disturbance  again. 

The  antiphlogistic  properties  of  cocaine  is  another  impression 
of  this  drug  that  should  influence  our  preference  for  this  anaesthetic 
in  urethral  surgery. 
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That  internal  urethrotomy  has  been,  to  a  marked  degree,  simpli- 
fied, and  this  operation  enhanced  by  its  use,  both  to  the  surgeon 
and  patient,  does  not  admit  of  cavil.  The  majority  of  my  opera- 
tions were  made  without  the  aid  of  a  single  assistant.  Owing  to  the 
haemostatic  effects  of  the  drug  the  hemorrhages  following  the  incis- 
ions have  proven  but  slight.  Patients  experience  so  little  disturb- 
ance from  an  internal  urethrotomy  under  cocaine,  that  it  is  difficult 
for  them  to  realize  that  an  operation  has  been  performed  of  any 
consequence.  With  most  of  my  cases  I  have  not  found  it  neces- 
sary to  confine  them  to  bed. 

The  method  adopted  in  gaining  cocaine  anaesthesia  in  the  urethra: 
First,  irrigate  with  about  one  quart  of  warm  antiseptic  solution;  this 
seems  to  cleanse  the  canal  of  all  mucus,  besides  gaining  the  anti- 
septic advantages  'ere  incising  a  stricture.  Should  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  irrigating  tube  produce  pain,  it  is  safe  to  inject  a  solu- 
tion of  cocaine  as  the  first  step.  Then  the  irrigation  is  followed  by 
an  injection  of  about  twenty  minims  of  a  ten  per  cent,  solution  of 
cocaine,  retained  in  the  canal  about  fifteen  minutes,  which  is  gen- 
erally found  time  sufficient  to  gain  the  desired  effects.  Should 
there  be  any  sensibility  still  existing  I  renew  the  cocaine  injection. 
By  this  method  I  have  never  failed  to  gain  satisfactory  anaesthesia. 
The  nature  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  urethra  seems  to  con- 
tribute to  the  susceptibility  of  these  parts  to  the  influence  of  the 
drug.  When  there  is  a  state  of  granular  urethritis  existing,  that 
is  clearly  manifested  by  an  inspection,  the  patient  is  instructed  to 
inject  a  ten  per  cent  solution  mur.  cocaine  on  voiding  his  urine 
during  the  following  twenty-four  hours;  this  insures  freedom  from 
pain  that  has  been  found  to  be  so  severe  that  the  party  loathed  fur- 
ther interference. 

A  very  unique  case  wherein  cocaine  played  an  important  part  in 
deriving  the  diagnosis,  pathology  and  successful  treatment  I  wish 
to  add.  Mr.  M.  consulted  me  in  September,  1887.  His  history 
and  examination  of  urine  would  have  led  me  to  suspect  urethral 
stricture.  Under  cocaine  the  urethra  meter  gave  negative  results. 
My  urethral  speculum  was  then  introduced,  and  by  the  aid  of  a 
hand  mirror  a  thorough  inspection  of  the  first  four  inches  of  the  ca- 
nal gained.  This  plainly  revealed  the  cause  of  the  disturbance  in 
a  small  wart  growing  from  the  superior  surface,  two  inches  from 
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meatus,  that  by  its  presence  had  established  agranular  urethritis. 
The  cocaine  anaesthesia  being  perfect,  it  was  an  easy  matter  through 
the  fenestrum  of  the  speculum  to  remove  the  growth  w ith  a  Wilde's 
snare,  and  treat  the  urethritis.  This  treatment  accomplished  all 
that  could  be  desired. 

Much  satisfactory  information  is  to  be  gained  by  ocular  inspec- 
tion of  the  urethra,  which  can  easily  be  done  by  means  of  the  fen- 
estrated bivalve  urethral  speculum  that  I  devised  two  years  since. 
I  claim  this  as  a  recent  advancement  in  urethral  surgery  of  some 
importance,  wherein  cocaine  anaesthesia  aids  us.  Upon  this  point 
Prof.  F.  N.  Otis  has  written  that  valuable  aid  has  been  gained  in 
his  recent  investigations  by  a  satisfactory  inspection  of  the  urethra. 

In  making  a  resume  of  the  claims  that  cocaine  has  made  in  the 
advancement  of  urethral  surgery,  we  find: 

1.  Its  psychical  effects. 

2.  Its  valuable  aid  in  obtaining  a  clear  diagnosis  and  the  true 
pathology. 

3.  Its  prevention  of  urethral  shock. 

4.  Its  antiphlogistic  effects. 

5.  Its  hcemostatic  effects. 

6.  The  great  degree  that  it  has  simplified  internal  urethrotomy. 

7.  Enabling  an  easy  and  satisfactory  inspection  of  the  urethra 
throughout  its  first  four  inches. 


Read  at  the  meeting' of  the  Austin  "District  Medical  Society  Dec.  8,  887,  and  contrib- 
uted to  the  Joubnal  by  vote  of  the  Publishing  Committee. 

~T  N  calling  your  attention  to  Septic  Fever,  I  am  well  aware  that 


1  I  am  entering  a  field  of  the  widest  interest,  that  has  received 
the  closest  attention  of  the  best  minds  in  the  medical  profession  for 
many  years,  and  still  is  less  understood  to-day  by  the  profession 
than  any  other  subject  of  such  importance.  A  correct  knowledge 
of  its  origin,  propagation  and  prevention  is  probably  necessary  for 
the  adoption  of  proper  hygienic  measures  for  the  protection  of  in- 
dividuals, communities  and  nations. 


SEPTIC  FEVER. 


By  L.  D.  Hill,  M.  £>.,  Webbcrville,  Texas. 
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At  the  beginning  of  this  investigation  we  are  met  with  a  varied 
nomenclature  and  classification  of  diseases,  acknowledged  to  owe 
their  origin  to  the  same  poison.  Dr.  S.  D.  Gross,  in  his  great  work 
on  surgery,  volume  i,  page  139,  under  the  head  of  septicaemia  and 
pyaemia,  says: 

"The  intimate  nature  of  the  poison  of  septicaemia  and  pyaemia 
is  entirely  unknown.  The  probability  is  that  it  is  similar  to,  if  not 
identical,  wifh  the  poisons  of  traumatic,  or  surgical  fever,  and  kin- 
dred affections;1'  and  on  page  140,  same  volume,  after  summing  up 
the  evidence  of  all  the  experimenters  up  to  date,  says:  "  To  sum 
up  my  own  views  of  the  nature  of  the  septic  poison,  I  may  state 
that  I  believe  that  the  infective  material  is  sepsin,  or  the  chemical 
product  of  the  decomposition  of  the  tissues,  and  that  the  schizo- 
mycites,  which  have  been  shown  to  be  present  in  the  blood  and  or- 
gans of  septic  and  pyaemic  animals  and  men,  as  well  as  the  cor- 
puscles of  putrefying  blood  and  pus,  act  merely  as  carriers  and  dis- 
seminators of  the  poison." 

Dr.  B.  A.  Watson,  in  Peppers'  System  of  Practice  of  Medicine, 
volume  1,  page  955,  says:  "Septic  poisoning  may  be  justly  re- 
garded as  a  single  chain  composed  of  many  links.  Take  for  ex- 
ample a  case  of  amputation  of  the  thigh,  followed  within  a  few 
hours  by  traumatic  fever,  later  by  septicaemia;  afterwards  there 
may  be  developed  secondary  fever,  formation  of  ichorous  pus  with 
absorption  and  its  constituents;  pyaemia,  accompanied  by  embol- 
ism, thrombosis,  abscess  in  lungs,  liver,  etc.  To  these  may  also 
occasionally  be  added  phlebitis,  and  inflammation  of  the  joints,  ter- 
minating speedily  in  suppuration.  This  chain  may,  in  this  case,  be 
further  lengthened  or  varied  with  traumatic  erysipelas,  or  with  hos- 
pital gangrene.  In  fact,  the  variations  in  these  cases  are  very  nu- 
merous, and  all  these  conditions,  with  many  others,  are  due  to  sep- 
tic blood  poisoning." 

Dr.  John  S.  Billings,  surgeon  U.  S.  A.,  in  Ziemsen's  Cyclopedia  of 
the  Practice  of  Medicine,  vol.  xviii,  page  14-25,  says:  "  From  the 
parasitic  blood  diseases  as  typified  by  splenic  fever,  and  the  con- 
tagium  diseases  as  typified  by  scarlatina,  we  may  pass  to  an  inter- 
mediate group  in  which  the  disease  seems  due  to  a  poison  produced 
by  microphytes,  but  in  which  the  production  does  not  occur,  or  at 
least  does  not  usually  occur  within  the  body.    Of  these  there  are 
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two  forms.  The  first  is  of  great  importance,  in  part  because  itoccurs 
everywhere  and  at  all  times,  constituting  an  ever  present  danger, 
especially  in  surgical  and  puerperal  cases;  in  fact,  because  we  now 
have  good  reason  to  believe  that  it  can  be  prevented  in  the  great 
majority  of  instances.    This  is  septicaemia. 

"The  use  of  the  terms  septic  poison,  septic  bacteria,  septic  infu- 
soria, etc.,  is  somewhat  confusing  as  found  in  modern  literature. 
Septic,  by  many  writers,  is  used  to  mean  belonging  to,  or  connect- 
ed with  putrefaction,  and  by  septic  bacteria  are  meant  those  mi- 
crodemes  which  are  found  in  putrefying  fluids.  Such  microdemes 
may  or  may  not  be  capable  of  causing  the  fever  and  embolic  phe- 
nomena characteristic  of  septicaemia.  It  cannot  be  too  clearly  un- 
derstood that  there  are  many  kinds  of  microdemes;  that  a  bacte- 
rium is  simply  one  form  of  many  microdemes,  and  that  to  assert 
that  a  disease  is  due  to  bacteria  is  to  assert  only  that  the  disease  is 
due  to  some  kind  of  microdeme  at  the  stage  of  its  development 
when  it  is  a  rod.  As  rapidly  as  we  are  able  to  find  distinguishing 
characteristics  for  classes  in  these  minute  bodies,  let  them  be  la- 
beled with  distinctive  names,  but  let  it  not  be  supposed  that  the 
name  of  bacteria  implies  any  identification  or  classification. 

"  For  instance,  if  one  says  that  bacteria  are  the  sole  cause  of  pu- 
trefaction, I  must  deny  it,  for  I  have  seen  putrefaction  in  the  ab- 
sence of  bacteria,  but  I  have  never  seen  it  in  the  absence  of  mi- 
crodemes." 

"  Septicaemia,  as  defined  by  Dr.  Burdon  Sanderson,  is  a  consti- 
tutional disorder  of  limited  duration,  produced  by  the  entrance  into 
the  blood  stream  of  a  certain  quantity  of  septic  material. 

"This  septic  poison  may  be  separated  from  putrefying  material 
by  chemical  process,  and  obtained  in  the  form  of  a  transparent 
fluid. 

"This  fluid  contains  no  germs  in  the  sense  that  a  germ  is  that 
which  produces  an  organism,  but  it  does  contain  a  specific  virulent 
something  which  can  be  separated  from  it  by  a  porcelain  filter,  and 
which  does  not  multiply  and  reproduce  itself.  The  sepsin  is  not 
then  the  cause,  but  the  result  of  putrefaction,  and  when  introduced 
into  the  living  body  its  effects  are  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  in- 
troduced like  those  of  a  chemical  poison.  In  order  that  the  mi- 
crodeme may  become  the  starting  point  of  the  septic  or  pyaemic 
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process  in  the  living  organism  it  seems  necessary  that  it  shall  have 
been  derived  from,  or  come  in  contact  with,  some  specific  source 
of  contagion,  or  else  (but  such  cases  are  certainly  in  the  minority) 
that  the  condition  of  some  part  of  the  living  body  shall  have  been 
so  far  changed  from  its  normal  vitality  that  the  microdeme  can 
flourish  in  it  as  in  dead  organic  matter." 

"  In  either  case,  in  addition  to  the  growth  of  microphytes  and  the 
production  of  their  specific  products,  it  is  necessary  to  the  produc- 
tion of  the  septic  phenomena  that  the  condition  of  the  ;  tissues  and 
vessels  shall  be  such  as  to  permit  the  entrance  of  the  septic  poison 
into  the  blood.  Hence,  two  methods  of  prevention  of  blood  pois- 
oning after  surgical  operations  have  given  good  results;  the  first 
being  the  well  known  method  of  Lister,  with  its  many  modifica- 
tions, which  aims  at  totally  preventing  the  contact  of  living  micro- 
phytes with  the  injured  surface;  the  second  being  the  air  dressing, 
which  aims  at  the  freest  possible  exposure,  in  order  that  the  dead 
and  septic  matters  may  easily  and  rapidly  escape. 

"So  long  as  only  the  ordinary  microdemes  of  all  air  and  water 
are  present,  the  difference  between  the  results  obtained  by  these 
apparently  opposite  methods  is  not  great;  but  so  soon  as  the  ele- 
ment of  specific  contagium  comes  in  the  only  hope  of  safety  lies  in 
the  absolute  exclusion." 

Dr.  Sanderson  has  also  shown  that  while  the  property  of  pro- 
ducing the  septic  poison  is  not  possessed  by  the  ordinary  bacterial 
forms,,  or  at  least  not  to  a  marked  degree,  it  may  easily  be  developed 
in  great  potency  by  the  injection  of  fluids  containing  these  forms 
into  the  peritoneal  cavity  of  the  Guinea  pig,  re-injectingthe  effused 
fluids  thus  produced  into  a  second  animal,  and  so  on,  each  succes- 
sive production  of  fluid  increasing  in  its  power  of  producing  rapid 
septic  poisoning. 

Dr.  T.Gaillard  Thomas  defines  puerperal  fever  as  "puerperal  sep- 
ticaemia." It  matters  not,  he  advises,  whether  it  assumes  a  form 
of  phlebitis,  cellulitis,  etc.,  the  essence  of  the  disorder  is  the  ab- 
sorption of  poison  into  the  blood  of  parturientwoman  through  some 
solution  of  continuity  in  the  tissues  of  the  genital  tract.  Dr.  Paul 
F.  Munde  has  always  believed  puerperal  fever  is  puerperal  septi- 
caemia, (in  the  majority  of  cases)  due  to  the  absorption  of  poisonous 
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matter  from  the  genital  tract.  Dr.  Bauer,  in  Ziemsen's  Cyclopedia 
Practice  of  Medicine,  vol.  viii,page  278,  says:  "If  we  put  the  ques- 
tion in  this  way,  whether  microbific  poison  may  be  actually  de- 
veloped and  may  proliferate  within  the  person  of  the  individual,  we 
must,  with  the  facts  we  have  before  us,  answer  in  the  affirmative, 
and  on  page  277,  "  according  to  my  idea,  the  more  frequent  occur- 
rence of  puerperal  diseases  in  lying  in  institutions,  as  compared  with 
the  general  experieuce  in  private  practice,  does  not  altogether  re- 
sult from  the  increased  tendency  to  communicate  the  disease  through 
the  medium  of  those  who  examine  and  attend  the  cases." 

Pyaemia  in  surgical  stations  also  is  not  always  communicated  by 
the  hands  of  the  dresser,  and  washing  the  hands  in  carbolic  acid 
does  not  put  a  stop  to  its  spread.  Dr.  Playfair  recently  introduced 
into  the  British  Medical  Association  the  subject  of  the  prevention 
of  puerperal  fever.  In  which  he  says  "To  prevent  puerperal  fever 
we  must  have  an  intelligent  idea  of  what  it  is,  how  it  originates,  and 
how  it  may  be  conveyed  to  the  patient.  Unless  we  are  agreed  on 
these  points  we  are  not  likely  to  come  to  any  conclusion  of  value, 
I  take  it  to  be  now  almost  universally  admitted  that  puerperal  sep- 
ticaemia is  practically  the  same  thing  as  surgical  septicaemia,  a  dis- 
ease caused  by  a  poison  absorbed  through  the  genital  tract  into 
the  system,  which  poison  may  either  originate  de  novo,  or  be  con- 
veyed to  the  patient  from  without  by  septic  matter  being  brought 
in  contact  with  her/'  In  this  discussion  Dr.  Shaw  had  practiced 
in  London  for  thirteen  years,  and  had  ioco  cases  of  labor.  He 
never  washed  out  a  vagina,  disinfected  his  forceps,  nor  lost  a  case 
from  puerperal  septicaemia.  Dr.  John  W.  Byers,  in  the  same  dis- 
cussion, after  giving  some  statistics  showing  the  great  mortality  of 
puerperal  fever,  said  it  was  impossible  to  take  measures  for  its  pre 
vention  until  we  had  clear  ideas  as  to  its  causation.  He  discussed 
the  various  views,  and  gave  his  reasons  for  believing  it  was  blood 
poisoning,  analogous  to  septicaemia  met  with  in  surgical  practice. 
Taking  this  view,  he  believed  there  were  sources  by  which  the 
poison  might  be  introduced  into  the  system  of  a  lying  in  woman. 
First,  sewer  gas,  as  in  unhealthy  homes;  second,  nurse,  third,  ac- 
coucheur. He  drew  attention  to  the  cases  in  which  a  decomposing 
blood  clot  or  placenta  might  be  the  source  of  the  disease,  but  be- 
lieved that  even  in  these  the  decomposing  mass  in  the  uterus  only 
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acted  as  a  nidus  in  which  the  poison  from  without  found  a  suitable 
soil. 

In  the  same  discussion,  Mr.  Lawson  Tait  stated  that  he  had  per- 
formed 306  laparotomies  with  only  two  deaths;  several  were  for  sep- 
ticaemia. 

The  question  is,  what  can  we  find  in  common  among  all  these 
writers? 

All  agree,  that  the  cause  is  to  be  found  in  putrefying  animal  tis- 
sues. All  agree  that  some  form  of  microdemes  is  present  in  the  sep- 
tic fluid.  All  agree  that  there  is  a  stage  in  the  septic  process  in 
which  the  septic  poison  is  not  absorbed  into  the  blood  stream  with 
microdemes  in  it.  All  agree  that  there  is  a  stage  of  development, 
at  which  it  is  absorbed,  to  be  blood  containing  microdemes  and 
that  the  disease  is  specific,  and  may  be  communicated  from  the  in- 
fected to  a  healthy  wound  by  actual  contact  with  the  infected 
wound  or  its  fluids. 

Some  believe,  that  the  poison  is  sepsin  ;  others,  that  the  true 
cause  is  bacteria  ;  while  others  maintain  that  bacteria  are  only  the 
carriers  of  the  sepsin.  Some  believe  that  it  may  be  communica- 
ted through  the  air,  especially  of  foul  surgical  stations  and  lying- 
in  institutions.  Some  believe,  it  may  originate  de  novo  in  putre- 
fying surgical  wounds,  or  the  genital  tract  of  parturient  women  ; 
while  others  believe,  that  it  is  always  contagious,  and  originates 
in  a  something  that  comes  from  a  like  disease. 

I  saw  much  of  the  effect  of  septic  poisoning  in  gunshot  wounds 
during  the  war,  in  the  hospitals  at  Warrenton  and  Richmond, 
Virginia. 

After  the  second  battle  of  Manassas,  there  were  about  twenty- 
live  hundred  wounded  Confederate,  and  a  like  number  of  Federal 
soldiers  left  at  Warrenton,  Va.  They  were  crowded  into  store 
houses,  school  houses,  the  court  house,  and  every  available  room 
in  the  town.  Hospital  stores  were  scarce,  rations  were  short  and 
inappropriate  ;  nurses  inexperienced  and  few  in  number  ;  the 
modern  antiseptic  treatment  unknown.  Soon  the  effects  of  septic 
poison  was  seen  in  these  crowded  hospitals — in  the  form  of  septic 
toxaemia,  traumatic  erysipelas,  pyaemia  and  hospital  gangrene, 
more  dying  from  the  effects  of  these  diseases  than  fell  upon  the 
battle  field. 
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My  experience  in  the  Texas  hospital  at  Richmond,  was  about 
the  same  j  it  was  the  headquarters  of  the  sick  and  wounded  of 
Hood's  Texas  Brigade,  and  had  in  it,  at  various  times,  every  form 
of  septic  disease  connected  with  wounds.  I  do  not  know  where  it 
originated,  in  Warrenton  or  Richmond.  I  only  know  that  some  of 
the  hospitals  were  closed  in  both  places  on  account  of  the  viru- 
lence ot  the  poison  in  them.  I  also  know  that  most  of  those  who 
went  to  the  hospital  to  shirk  duty,  died  from  diseases  contracted 
there,  mostly  diarrhoea,  typhoid  fever,  dysentery  and  erysipelas, 
with  no  traumatic  lesion  as  a  starting  point.  This  is  the  experience 
of  all  who  served  in  the  Confederate  hospitals.  At  this  point,  I 
wish  to  state,  what  I  believe,  to  be  a  general  surgical  principle  ; 
that  there  is  as  much  in  the  operator,  as  in  antiseptics. 

The  amputations  and  other  surgical  operations  performed  by 
Dr.  Darby,  of  the  Hampton  Legion.  South  Carolina,  Dr.  Robert 
Battey,  19th  Georgia,  and  Dr.  J.  C.  Jones,  Fourth  Texas  regiment, 
all  in  our  division,  and  whose  field  operations  fell  into  my  hands, 
for  after-treatment  at  various  times  and  places,  were  ail  clean 
operations.  The  flaps  cut  smooth  and  to  fit,  so  as  to  secure  per- 
fect coaptation,  and  neatly  dressed,  generally  healed  by  first  inten- 
tion ;  while  other  operations  performed  by  surgeons  in  the  same 
division,  and  who  operated  under  like  circumstances — often  in  the 
same  field-hospital — were  haggled,  with  portions  of  wounded  and 
bruised  tissues  left  partially  deprived  of  their  connection  with  the 
circulation,  to  suppurate  in  the  wound,  securing  only  partial  coap- 
tation, and  carelessly  dressed,  were  sure  to  have  pus  formed  in 
them.  These  wounds  generaliy  sloughed,  giving  much  trouble  in 
their  after-treatment. 

The  first  healed  without  antiseptics,  the  others  suppurated  with- 
out them,  and  I  think  would  have  done  so  under  an  inch  thick- 
ness of  antiseptic  gauze  and  two  folds  of  silk  oilcloth. 

The  chemical  essentials  of  putrefaction  are  heat,  air  and  water  ; 
the  heat  between  60  and  900  Fah.  Freezing  cold,  or  heat  at  the 
boiling  point,  checks  or  prevents  oxidation  ;  if  all  these  factors  are 
excluded,  there  can  be  no  oxidation,  no  putrefaction,  and  no  fer- 
mentation. I  think  that  microdemes  are  too  universally  diffused 
to  be  the  only  cause  of  putrefaction,  while  it  is  proven,  that  they 
are  always  present  in  putrefaction  and  fermentation, — which  pro- 
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cess  requires  the  presence  of  air  and  moisture  for  their  starting 
point, — and  microdemes  are  found  in  all  air  and  water.  The 
modern  surgical  dressing  proposes  by  antiseptic  gauze  and  silk 
oil  cloth  to  exclude  the  entrance  of  all  microdemes,  but  in  doing 
so,  they  also  exclude  air  and  water,  the  great  carriers  of  these 
microphytes,  and  two  known  essentials  of  chemical  change 
upon  which  the  formation  of  sepsin  and  the  ptomaines  may 
depend. 

That  the  use  Jof  bichloride  of  mercury  and  other  antiseptics 
prevents  the  formation  and  absorption  of  septic  poison  seems  to 
be  proven,  (at  least  in  the  genital  tract),  but  how  they  do  it  has  not 
been  demonstrated.  Do  they  act  as  an  antidote  to  a  chemical 
poison?  Do  they  act  as  germicides,  or  do  they  give  such  tone  to 
the  tissues  as  to  render  them  capable  of  resisting  the  poison  ?  These 
are  questions  that  have  never  been  satisfactorily  answered. 

Modern  pathology,  unlike  ancient  hypothesis,  requires  demon- 
stration, and  while  it  is  safe  and  right  for  us  to  hold  our  individual 
views,  as  to  what  future  investigation  may  prove,  it  is  unwise  and 
unscientific  to  accept  as  demonstrated,  what  has  only  probability 
to  sustain  it.  The  Italian  scientist,  Prof.  Solme,  has  found  in 
canned  meats,  when  exposed  to  air,  and  after  putrefaction,  mi- 
croscopic bodies  which  he  calls  ptomaines.  The  poison  resulting 
from  the  putrefaction,  due  to  the  presence  of  ptomaines,  is  like  that 
of  the  Indian  poison  curare. 

Sepsin  has  been  found  in  fermenting  vegetable,  and  putrefying 
animal  fluids,  the  poison  produced  by  ptomaines  in  canned  meats. 
Are  they  all  chemical  combinations  of  the  same  poison  in  differ- 
ent proportions  ?  In  this  investigation  the  chemist  is  met  with  the 
chemical  law  of  isomerism,  where  animal  substances  of  the  same 
chemical  elements  in  the  same  proportions,  are  not  the  same  in 
their  effects  upon  living  organisms,  and  nothing  but  long,  close  and 
well  guarded  experiments  by  competent  chemists,  can  solve  this 
vexed  question  satisfactorily,  and  every  advance  in  animal  chem- 
istry will  aid  in  this  investigation. 

The  minute  germs  that  fill  the  dust  of  the  earth,  and  the  air  and 
water,  that  surrounds  it, — according  to  Professor  Tyndall, — need  to 
be  arranged  into  classes,  orders,  genera,  species  and  varieties,  as 
they  probably  will  be  in  the  future.   We  may  then  know  what  is  a 
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germ,  and  what  the  complete  organized  individual,  through  how 
many  stages  of  development  each  passes  from  the  germ  to 
maturity,  how  to  recognize  them  in  each  stage,  and  where  to  look 
for  them  in  each  form.  We  may  find,  that  as  they  have  been  at- 
tenuated and  rendered  harmless,  as  claimed  by  Pasteur  and  others, 
by  cultivation  that  they  may  be  concentrated  and  rendered  more 
virulent  by  cultivation  also  ;  and  that  traumatic  lesions,  and  the 
genital  tract  of  parturient  women,  are  the  very  best  fields  for  in- 
creasing their  powers  for  evil. 

Much  has  been  accomplished  by  antiseptics.  Surgical  opera- 
tions have  been  shorn  of  many  of  their  dangers  and  parturition  of 
much  of  its  fatality  ;  but  how  to  treat  pyaemic  and  septic  diseases, 
when  fully  developed,  has  not  yet  been  satisfactorily  demonstrated . 

To  sum  up  my  own  views  on  septic  poisoning  ;  I  believe  that 
septic  poison  originates  in  putrefying  animal  matter,  either  within 
or  without  the  system  ;  that  it  may  originate  de  novo  in  surgical 
wounds,  in  the  genital  tract  of  parturient  women,  in  human  ex- 
crement and  in  dissecting  rooms  ;  and  when  fully  developed,  may 
be  transmitted  from  an  unhealthy  to  a  healthy  wound  through  the 
foul  air  of  surgical  stations  and  lyingin  institutions,  through  water 
contaminated  with  sewer  gas  ;  but  that  it  is  generally  dissemin3ted 
by  the  fluids  of  an  infected  wound  coming  in  contact  with  healthy 
wounds  ;  transmitted  from  one  to  the  other  by  the  hands  of  nurses, 
surgeons,  and  accoucheurs,  and  by  the  careless  use  of  surgical  and 
gynaecological  instruments,  sponges,  dressing  material,  etc.,  in  hos- 
pitals and  lyingin  institutions.  That  the  ordinary  microdemes  of 
all  air  and  water,  innocent  in  themselves,  can  by  actual  contact 
with  putrefying  masses  become  so  impregnated  with  the  poison 
upon  which  they  subsist  as  to  render  them  virulent  in  their  nature; 
in  fact,  they  become  as  sepsin,  and  not  only  act  as  carriers  of  the 
poison,  but  are  themselves  infectious  and  contaminating  to  the 
system. 

To  develop  septic  poison  in  the  system,  or  for  it  to  be  absorbed, 
when  generated  out  of  it,  I  believe  there  must  be  a  pathological 
state  of  the  blood  and  tissues,  not  yet  fully  understood  ;  but 
known  to  be  deficient  in  red  blood  corpuscles,  and  an  abnormal 
increase  in  the  white  blood  corpuscles  and  fibrin. 
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The  field  for  investigation  is  wide  and  inviting  to  future  in- 
vestigators. 

Let  the  chemist,  the  naturalist  and  the  pathologist  continue  to 
investigate  the  dust  of  the  earth,  the  air  we  breathe,  the  water  we 
drink,  and  the  food  we  eat,  and  demonstrate  what  they  contain  of 
chemical  elements,  living  organisms  and  poisonous  gases,  and  their 
several  effects  upon  the  human  organism  and  how  to  place  the  hu- 
man body  on  such  a  high  plane  of  physiological  functioning  as  to 
prevent  their  propagation  or  development;  the  antidote  for  each 
chemical  poison,  the  germicide  for  each  specific  germ  and  how  to 
eliminate,  neutralize  or  prevent  the  formation  of  each  poisonous 
gas  ;  then  we  will  fully  comprehend  septic  poisoning,  and  not  un- 
til then  can  we  adopt  intelligent  prophylaxis  and  scientific  treat- 
ment for  all  the  forms  of  septic  fever,  from  the  diarrhcea  of  the 
dissecting  room  so  common  among  medical  students  to  the  com- 
plete saturation  of  blood  and  tissues  in  pyaemia  and  hospital 
gangrene. 


THE  ETIOLOGY  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


By  J.  W.  McLaughlin.  M.  D.,  Austin,  Texas. 

(Being  substantially  his  remarks  in  the  discussion  of  two  papers  read  at  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society.) 

(Published  in  the  Official  Organ  of  the  Society  by  vote  of  the  Committee.) 

THE  papers  which  have  just  been  read,  and  are  now  before  this 
society  for  discussion,  one  upon  Septic  Fever,  and  the  other 
upon  Typhoid  Fever,  present  some  very  important  subjects  for  our 
consideration. 

I  will  restrict  my  remarks  to  the  etiology  of  infectious  diseases, 
or  the  nature  of  contagion. 

We  have  long  known  certain  facts  or  phenomena  of  contagion, 
but  had  no  intelligent  knowledge  of  its  nature  until  the  "Compound 
Microscope"  opened  to  our  vision  a  microscopic  vision  of  vegeta- 
ble organisms,  and  the  study  of  micro-botany  taught  us  their  mar- 
velous properties. 

Among  the  many  theories  of  contagion  which  have  been  advoca- 
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ted  at  different  times,  but  two  seem  worthy  of  much  consideration; 
one  is  "Liebig's  Theory,"  and  the  other  the  "Germ  Theory." 

According  to  Liebig,  contagion,  fermentation  and  putrefaction 
are  caused  by  matter  in  a  state  of  chemical  change  capable  of  im- 
parting a  similar  change  to  other  matter,  by  that  unknown  process, 
called  "catalysis." 

The  "Germ  Theory"  assumes  that  these  processes  (fermentation, 
putrefaction  and  contagion)  are  caused  by  specific  bacteria. 

I  will  endeavor  to  show  that  both  theories  are  partially  correct: 
that  the  "  Liebig  Theory"  when  properly  modified  is  complemen- 
tal  to  the  "Germ  Theory."  The  known  phenomena  of  a  contagion 
may  be  summarised  as  follows: 

1.  The  contagious  principle,  when  suitably  environed,  will  mul- 
tiply and  increase  in  amount. 

2.  It  produces  only  its  own  kind  as  unerringly  as  do  animals  or 
vegetables. 

3.  It  is  portable;  can  be  conveyed  from  place  to  place  by  in- 
fected individuals,  clothing,  food,  etc. 

4.  It  is  destroyed  by  high  temperatures  and  antiseptics. 

5.  Infectious  diseases  have  a  period  of  incubation,  as  a  rule  run 
a  typical  course,  and  one  attack  usually  protects  the  individual 
from  other  invasions  of  the  same  disease. 

6.  The  contagious  principle  can  often  be  modified  by  "attenu- 
ation," and  thus  be  made  a  protective  agent  against  the  virulent 
form. 

A  knowledge  of  these  facts  enables  us  to  determine  the  value  of 
the  different  theories  of  contagion.  No  theory  can  be  accepted 
which  is  incompetent  to  rationally  explain  these  pnenomena. 

A  moments  reflection  will  convince  us  that  this  rule  will  exclude 
the  old  theory  of  polluted  air,  or  of  miasm,  as  well  as  the  catalytic 
theory  of  Liebig,  as  propounded  by  its  author! 
I  shall  try  to  show  that  the  "Germ  Theory"  when  complemented  by 
the  "  Liebig  Theory"  in  its  new  form,  offers  a  satisfactory  explana- 
tion of  these  phenomena,  and  is  sustained  by  other  proofs  equally 
as  strong. 

As  contagion,  infection,  putrefaction  and  fermentation  possess, 
in  common,  many  points  of  resemblance,  and  result  from  a  similar 
cause,  it  is  necessary  we  should  review  some  of  the  known  laws  gov- 
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erning  these  processes.  A  familiar  illustration  of  fermentation  is 
that  which  takes  place  in  the  brewer's  vats. 

It  is  known  when  yeast  is  added  to  the  fermentable  liquid  called 
"Wort/'  that  fermentation  soon  commences.  The  common  pro- 
ducts of  this  fermentation  are  "carbonic  acid  gas,"  "alcohol"  and 
"yeast;"  the  first  bubbles  up  through  the  liquid  and  escapes  into 
the  air;  the  second  remains  in  solution,  whilst  the  third,  which  had 
been  originally  added,  is  found  to  have  increased  ten- thousand- 
fold. 

When  a  certain  per  cent,  of  alcohol  is  formed,  fermentation  is  ar- 
rested and  the  further  production  of  alcohol  stopped;  or  if  the  re- 
quired per  cent,  of  alcohol  be  originally  added  to  the  wort,  fermen- 
tation cannot  be  excited;  if,  however,  the  alcohol  is  removed,  fer- 
mentation will  begin  and  continue  until  the  required  per  cent,  is 
found. 

From  this  we  may  infer  that  alcohol,  a  product  of  fermentation, 
will  arrest  this  action  when  added  in  sufficient  amount. 

The  "yeast,"  which  has  been  so  largely  increased  in  amount,  is 
deserving  of  our  closest  attention,  for  it  is  the  active  cause  of  fer- 
mentation, whilst  a  knowledge  of  its  nature  and  methods  of  work 
throw  great  light  upon  the  nature  and  working  laws  of  contagion. 

Yeast  is  not  only  the  active  cause  of  fermentation,  but  this  action 
takes  place  only  in  immediate  contact  with  this  substance,  as  proven 
by  the  following  experiment:  Separate  by  a  membranous  diaphragm 
the  "wort"  contained  in  a  vessel;  on  one  side  of  this  diaphragm 
place  your  yeast.  Now,  in  accordance  with  the  "  laws  of  osmosis," 
the  liquid  wort  and  what  it  holds  in  solution,  can  readily  pass  from 
one  side  to  the  other  through  this  diaphragm,  whilst  the  solid  yeast 
is  confined  to  the  side  in  which  it  was  placed:  under  these  circum- 
stances fermentation  occurs  onlv  on  that  side  of  the  diaphragm 
which  contains  the  yeast. 

It  may  appear  strange,  but  it  is  an  important  fact  that  alcohol 
does  not  always  result  from  growing  yeast  in  brewers  wort;  in  fact, 
Oscar  Brefield,  by  a  peculiar  artifice,  succeeded  in  growing  this 
without  producing  a  particle  of  alcohol;  a  very  significant  fact,  to 
which  I  shall  again  refer. 

No  doubt  vou  are  aware  that  yeast  when  viewed  under  a  micro- 
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scope  of  sufficient  power,  is  found  to  be  entirely  composed  of  one 
celled  vegetable  organisms,  or,  if  you  please,  bacteria. 

It  would  prove  very  instructive  and  pertinent  to  our  present  in- 
quiry to  know  how  these  yeast  organisms  or  bacteria  excite  fermen- 
tation and  produce  alcohol.  Many  and  various  reasons  have  been 
offered  in  explanation.  The  one  I  shall  give  you  to-day  is  in  a 
measure,  the  result  of  my  own  reflections.  It  offers,  I  conceive,  a 
rational  explanation  of  these  phenomena,  and  aspires  to  explain 
greater  things,  e.  g.,  the  relation  of  the  individual  to  his  physical 
environment,  medical  physics,  including  the  power  and  potency  of 
drugs,  etc.,  none  of  which,  however,  concerns  our  present  inquiry. 

The  science  of  chemistry  is  built  upon  the  "Atomic  Theory"  which 
teaches  that  all  matter  can  be  reduced  to  its  ultimate  particles  or 
atoms.  That  these  atoms  are  indestructible  and  indivisible;  are, 
in  fact,  the  foundation  rocks  of  the  universe,  and  conform  to  the 
same  laws,  whether  obtained  from  a  meteoric  rock,  a  messenger, 
perhaps,  from  some  former  planet,  from  the  interior  of  the  earth,  or 
the  air  that  surrounds  it.  Each  and  every  atom  has  its  equivalent 
of  force,  which  gives  it  its  distinctive  properties,  and  this  force  is 
inseparable  from  the  atom. 

The  Science  of  Physics  teaches  that  force,  like  matter,  is  trans- 
mutable;  e.  g.,  as  matter  may  be  solid,  in  stone  coal,  liquid  in  wa- 
ter, or  vapor  in  steam,  so  force  may  assume  various  forms,  as  latent 
sun  heat  of  former  periods,  in  coal,  which  can  be  changed  into  me- 
chanical motion,  and  this  again  into  electricity,  heat,  light,  etc;  in 
brief,  force  is  molecular  motion. 

We  thus  have  the  ultimate  particles  of  matter,  atoms  or  mole- 
cules, possessed  of  distinctive  vibrations  or  motions,  which  are  ca- 
pable of  being  acted  upon  by  other  vibrations  or  motions.  This 
may  be  familiarly  illustrated  by  what  happens  when  sound  waves 
of  the  same  amplitude,  and  traveling  toward  each  other,  meet  a  id 
produce  silence,  or  when  traveling  in  the  same  direction,  if  the  one 
strikes  the  other  properly,  the  sound  will  be  increased;  waves  of 
water  may  be  arrested  or  increased  in  the  same  way. 

The  facts  I  wish  to  impress,  are: 

1.  Matter  is  composed  of  ultimate  particles. 

2.  These  are  in  constant  motion. 

3.  Other  atoms  in  particles  act  upon  them  by  increasing  or  d 
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creasing  this  movement  as  the  periods  of  recurrence  in  the  mole- 
cule of  the  one  substance  miy  or  may  not  be  in  accord  with  that 
of  the  other.  Now,  iron,  like  other  matter,  is  composed  of  atoms 
in  constant  motion;  heat  is  a  mode  of  molecular  motion  which  in- 
creases the  swing  of  the  iron  atoms,  hence,  as  the  iron  becomes 
heated  it  increases  in  bulk,  and,  as  its  atoms  are  driven  further  and 
further  apart  by  the  heat  waves.  Just  as  the  breath  blown  against 
a  receding  pendulum  will  increase  its  swing.  The  iron  becomes 
liquid,  and  finally  the  atoms  are  driven. beyond  their  attractive  af- 
finities, and  it  becomes  a  gas.  The  law  of  molecular  activities  is 
universal,  and  through  this  I  shall  attempt  an  explanation  of  how 
the  yeast  bacteria  excite  fermentation  and  produce  alcohol.  The 
alcohol  and  carbonic  acid  which  is  formed,  contain  the  same  atoms 
in  the  same  proportion,  but  differently  arranged,  as  did  the  sugar 
which  was  destroyed.  In  other  words,  the  atoms  of  the  sugar  con- 
tained in  the  wort  are  torn  asunder  and  liberated  from  their  at- 
tractions. These  atoms  then  recombine  to  form  alcohol  and  car- 
bonic acid,  which  are  simpler  compounds  than  sugar.  We  know 
that  the  yeast  organisms  do  this  work.  I  offer  the  following  expla- 
nation of  the  manner  and  methods  by  which  this  is  done.  The 
molecular  movements  of  the  yeast  bacteria  are  so  timed  in  their 
periods  of  recurrence  that  they  increase  those  of  the  sugar  and 
swing  them  beyond  their  attractions,  and  thus  allow  to  form  new 
and  simpler  compounds  in  accordance  with  known  chemical  laws. 

I  do  not  claim  that  all  fermentation  is  caused  by  bacteria,  but  I 
do  claim,  whatever  the  cause  may  be,  it  acts  in  this  manner,  and 
this  theory  offers  a  rational  explanation  of  the  hitherto  unknown 
process  of  catalysis. 

Let  us  now  examine  how  perfectly  these  facts  regarding  fermenta- 
tion, explain  the  phenomena  of  contagion,  assuming  that  conta- 
gion is  caused  by  specific  bacteria. 

At  the  outset  let  it  be  known  that  one  kind  or  variety  of  bacteria 
is  not  able  to  produce  all  kinds  of  infection.  As  the  yeast  bacteria 
can  excite  only  the  vinous  fermentation,  and  other  fermentations 
are  excited  by  micro  organisms  peculiar  to  each,  so,  different  in- 
fectious diseases  are  caused  by  different  infectious  organisms. 
When  the  organism  of  an  infectious  blood  disease  has  gained  en- 
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trance  into  the  blood  of  an  individual,  it  finds  in  this  fluid  the  con- 
ditions necessary  to  its  growth  by  reproduction. 

The  contagious  principle  will  thus  continue  to  increase  in  the 
blood  until  this  process  is  arrested. 

Inasmuch  as  these  bacteria  breed  true,  that  is,  produce  always 
their  own  kind,  the  diseases  they  produce  observe  the  same 

As  these  organisms  are  entities,  although  exceedingly  small  ones, 
it  is  easily  understood,  how  they  may  be  conveyed  from  place  to 
place,  in  various  ways,  and  thus  explain,  how  contagion  is  simi- 
larly transmitted. 

gh  temperatures  and  anti-septics  destroy  them  in  the  same 
manner,  and  according  to  the  same  laws,  by  which  contagion  is 
thus  destroyed. 

You  will  readily  conceive  that  those  phenomena  of  contagion, 
embraced  in  laws  fifth  or  sixth,  to  the  effect  that  contagious 
diseases,  as  a  rule,  observe  a  period  of  incubation,  run  a  typical 
course,  do  not  occur  twice  in  the  same  individual,  and  may  some- 
times be  prevented  by  inoculation,  or  vacctnation  with  the  modi- 
fied poison,  are  least  understood,  and  most  difficult  of  explanation; 
hence,  I  ask  your  patience,  whilst  I  endeavor  to  make  these  mat- 
ters clear. 

I  must  again  remind  you  of  what  occurs  in  vinous  fermentation, 
for  we  are  reasoning  by  analogy.  On  the  one  hand,  we  have  sugar 
in  solution,  or  molecular  division;  these  sugar  molecules  are  com- 
posed of  smaller  bodies,  or  atoms,  held  together  by  attractive  and 
repellent  forces,  which  keep  them  in  constant  motion ;  remove  these 
atoms  beyond  their  attractions  and  the  sugar  is  destroyed,  whilst 
the  atoms  again  combine  in  simpler  compounds,  e.  g.,  alcohol  and 
carbonic  acid  ;  on  the  other  hand,  we  have  the  yeast  bacteria,  also 
composed  of  molecules  and  atoms  ;  the  motions  of  these  are  so 
timed  in  their  periods  of  recurrence,  that  they  swing  the  atoms  of 
sugar  beyond  their  attractions,  and  thus  disrupt  it. 

In  the  light  furnished  by  these  facts,  let  us  inquire  what  takes 
place  when  bacteria  grow  in  living  blood. 

It  is  evident,  that  such  growth  and  increase  is  at  the  expense  of 
certain  nutritive  material  which  the  blood  contains;  if  the  blood 
did  not  contain  this  substance,  the  bacteria  could  not  live  in  it. 

It  is  also  a  reasonable  supposition,  and  in  harmony  with  analogy, 
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that  the  bacteria,  because  of  their  molecular  movements,  excite 
in  the  blood  a  species  of  fermentation  ; — shake  apart  certain 
molecules  which  it  contains,  and  by  thus  liberating  their  atoms,, 
permit  them  to  re-unite,  and  form  other  and  simple  compounds. 

Now,  it  is  a  matter  of  fact,  that  such  compounds  are  formed  in 
the  blood,  and  are  termed  ptomaines,  or  leucomanes.  These  sub- 
stances are  poisons;  give  rise  to  fever  and  other  clinical  symptoms 
peculiar  to  the  special  disease. 

If  infectious  bactera  produce  ptomaines  and  leucomanes,  and 
these  poisons  produce  disease,  it  is  proper  to  inquire,  and  no  doubt 
you  have  mentally  done  so,  how  it  is  possible  for  a  person  with  an 
infectious  fever  to  recover  j  if  these  poisons  are  formed  in  this 
way,  will  not  this  process  continue  till  the  victim  expires? 

The  answer  to  this  inquiry  at  first  may  seem  contradictory,  and 
paradoxical;  but  I  trust  upon  further  investigation,  you  will  be 
satisfied  it  is  correct. 

The  alcohol  produced  by  yeast  bacteria  is  a  poison  to  these  or- 
ganisms, and  when  a  sufficient  amount  of  alcohol  is  furnished,  the 
action  of  these  bacteria  becomes  at  once  arrested.  This  action 
embodies  a  principle  of  general  application,  and  is  exemplified  by 
what  occurs  when  an  individual  is  hermetically  closed  in  a  room  ;  it 
is  known  that  carbonic  acid,  a  product  of  respiration,  and  hence 
of  the  individual,  is  poisonous,  and  when  supplied  in  sufficient 
amount,  will  destroy  his  life. 

In  harmony  with  this  law,  and  in  the  light  of  analogy,  we  claim 
that  infectious  bacteria,  like  yeast  bacteria,  furnish  their  own 
poisons, — ptomaines  and  leucomanes, — that  these  in  sufficient 
amount,  arrest  the  bacterial  action,  or  destroy  the  bacteria.  Were 
it  not  for  this  law,  all  infectious  diseases  would  necessarily  result 
in  the  death  of  the  individual. 

This  is  a  new  field  of  inquiry,  and  I  appreciate  the  wisdom  of 
going  slow  in  its  investigation ;  the  explanation  which  I  have  sub- 
mitted, may  or  may  not  be  true;  if  not  true,  there  is  no  truth 
in  analogy.  The  incubative  stage  of  infectious  diseases,  accord- 
ing to  the  "germ  theory,"  corresponds  with  that  time  between  the 
introduction  of  the  poisonous  bacteria  and  their  sufficient  increase 
to  produce  ptomaines  ;  in  fact,  it  is  these  latter  substances,  and  not 
the  bacteria,  that  poison  the  blood,  and  give  rise  to  the  clinical 
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phenomena  of  the  disease.  As  infectious  bacteria  feed  upon,  and 
perhaps  destroy  certain  nutritive  material  in  the  blood,  it  is  readily 
seen  that  this  would  protect  the  individual  from  a  second  invasion, 
until  this  material  is  reformed  ;  if  never  reformed,  this  protection 
would  be  perpetual. 

If  these  infectious  bacteria  could,  by  any  means,  have  their  dis- 
tinctive molecular  movements,  so  changed  that  their  periods  of  re- 
currence would  not  be  in  unison  with,  and  hence  could  not  shake 
apart  certain  molecules  in  the  blood,  in  other  words,  could  not 
produce  the  poisonous  ptomaines,  and  all  this  occur'  without  de- 
stroying their  power  of  reproduction  and  their  habit  of  feeding 
upon  certain  nutritive  blood  material,  we  would  have  in  these  mod- 
ified bacteria,  a  protective  means  against  the  infectious  disease* 
Fortunately  this  has  been  done  in  a  few  cases,  e.  g.  anthrax, 
'-pox,  and  chicken  cholera,  and  perhaps  in  hydrophobia  and 
yellow  fever.  , 

The  experiments  of  Oscar  Brefield,  of  which  I  have  spoken, 
have  no  doubt  occured  to  you  in  this  connection.  You  remember, 
he  was  enabled  by  an  ingenious  artifice  to  so  modify  yeast  bac- 
teria, that  they  would  grow  and  increase  by  reproduction  in 
brewers'  wort,  without  producing  a  particle  of  alcohol. 

It  is  at  once  apparant  to  all,  that  this  is  an  analogous  process  ; 
the  alcohol  represents  the  ptomaines  produced  by  the  bacteria. 

As  the  yeast  bacteria  can  be  so  modified,  it  is  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  the  same  can  be  done  with  septic  bacteria.  We  are  not 
compelled  to  rely  upon  analogy  to  establish  this  principle,  for  it  is 
known  that  passing  small-pox  virus  through  the  cow  gives  it  this 
modification  ;  subjecting  the  bacteria  of  anthrax,  chicken  cholera 
and  swine  plague,  to  certain  methods  of  treatment,  render  them 
unable  to  produce  ptomaines,  and  thus  make  them  protective 
against  the  diseases  produced  by  the  unmodified  microbes. 

Liebig's  theory,  as  taught  by  its  author,  contains  many  defects. 
The  short  time  at  my  disposal,  is  not  sufficient  to  point  them  out. 

When,  however,  you  substitute  a  living  germ,  possessing  certain 
molecular  activities,  with  the  power  of  breeding  true,  for  Liebig's 
"  matter  undergoing  chemical  change,"  all  difficulties  disappear, 
and  all  defects  are  remedied. 

There  are  other  and  stronger  proofs  of  the  "germ  theory:"  those 
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furnished  by  innoculation  experiments  with  pure  cultures]  of  Jin- 
fectious  bacteria,  which  I  would  take  pleasure  in  explaining,  and 
especially  in  refuting  the  arguments  of  those  who  regard  bacteria, 
as  the  result,  rather  than  the  cause  of  disease,  if  I  was  not  warned 
that  my  time  is  up,  and  your  patience  is  exhausted. 


Correspondence. 

A  LETTER  FROM  DR.  Y01EXM. 

DR.  HOTZ'S  IMPROVED  OPERATION  FOR  TRICHIASIS. 

Chicago,  Illinois,  January  i,  1888. 
Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir: — According  to  promise  I  write  you  a  letter  for  publi- 
cation, and  I  have  decided  to  describe  Dr.  Hotz's  Improved  Oper- 
ation for  Trichiasis.  (Dr.  Hotz  is  professor  of  Operative  Surgery 
of  the  Eye  in  the  Illinois  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary  of  Chicago.) 

This  operation  is  a  modification  of  the  one  Dr.  Hotz  described 
in  the  Archives  of  Ophthalmology  in  1879,  and  as  now  modified,  was 
reported  at  the  last  International  Congress.  This  operation^has 
for  its  chief  point  the  restoration  of  the  ciliary  border  to  its  nor- 
mal position.  I  have  witnessed  many  operations  for  this  common 
trouble  ;  and  last  winter,  when  I  saw  the  tarsal  cartilage  grooved 
at  its  upper  border,  and  the  skinflap  securely  fastened  into  this 
grooved  cartilage,  I  thought  it  was  the  operation.  But  when 
I  saw  in  my  practice  the  extreme  cases  of  trichiasis,  the  turning'in 
of  the  ciliary  border,  I  did  not  believe  this  operation  would  ac- 
complish the  desired  result  in  all  cases. 

When  I  see  in  this  operation  of  Dr.  Hotz,  the  restoration  of  the 
ciliary  border  of  the  lids  to  its  natural  position,  I  believe  it  to  be 
preferable  to  all  the  other  operations  for  this  common  disease. 

OPERATION 

as  I  saw  it  performed  by  the  doctor,  December  15,  1887. 

Patient,  male;  age,  50;  had  been  operated  on  in  the  old  way  three 
times  before,  without  any  benefit  whatever,  only  making  this  oper- 
ation more  tedious.    The  patient  being  fully  etherized,  (for  they 
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use  no  chloroform  in  this  institution,)  the  upper  lid  tissues  were 
made  tense  by  forceps  holding  the  free  border,  and  the  thumb  of 
the  assistant  pressing  on  the  supra  orbital  ridge,  where  an  incision 
was  made  with  a  sharp  scalpel,  across  the  lid,  from  one  side  to  the 
other,  down  through  all  the  tissues  boldly  to  the  cartilage,  just  be- 
low the  superior  border  of  cartilage.  And  this  border  is  easily  lo- 
cated by  the  external  furrow  that  is  formed  by  the  folding  of  the 
upper  lid  tissues.  (You  can  see  this  external  line,  or  furrow,  by 
pulling  down  any  person's  upper  lid.)  Then  carefully  dissecting  up 
the  lower  flap  of  skin  together  with  all  the  muscular  tissues  ;  this 
dissection  is  carried  down  to  the  bulbs  of  eyelashes.  Then  a 
transverse  incision  is  made  through  the  tarsal  cartilage,  just  above 
the  hair  bulbs,  and  is  made  in  such  a  direction  that  if  carried  on 
beyond  the  cartilage,  would  just  sever  the  free  border  from  the 
conjunctiva;  and  also  another  incision  is  made  parallel  with  the 
first  one  through  the  cartilage,  from  nasal  side  to  outer  canthus. 
Instead  of  the  last  incision  being  carried  directly  through  the 
cartilage,  it  is  carried  slanting  toward  the  lower  incision,  making 
when  dissected  out,  a  V  shaped  groove  or  furrow.  These  incisions 
are  about  two  m.  m,  apart  on  outer  side  of  cartilage.  When  the 
bleeding  has  been  checked,  the  flaps  of  skin  are  brought  together 
by  passing  a  needle,  armed  with  a  No.  2  silk  thread  through  the 
superior  border  of  lower  flap,  thence  through  the  superior  border 
of  tarsal  cartilage,  thence  through  the  inferior  border  of  upper 
flap.  About  four  of  these  sutures  are  sufficient  for  one  lid.  When 
these  are  carefully  brought  together  and  tied,  the  ciliary  border  of 
lid  is  turned  up  and  stands  out  naturally,  and  the  eyelashes,  ot 
course,  are  then  turned  up  and  removed  from  the  cornea  ;  thereby 
removing  the  irritation  that  has  been  going  on  for  years.  One  can 
see  that  it  is  almost  impossible  for  the  lashes  to  curve  in  again  on 
the  eyeball. 

We  meet  patients  every  day  who  have  had  many  operations 
made  on  their  lids,  and  refuse  to  have  any  others  performed,  for 
they  say,  in  a  few  days,  or  weeks,  they  will  be  worse  than  ever,  for 
the  old  operation  makes  this  disease  more  complicated  ; — then 
why  should  we  continue  such  practice  that  really  does  more  harm 
than  good  ? 

I  write  this  letter  hoping  that  surgeons  will  s:udy  up  this  matter, 
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and  do  this  class  of  sufferers  permanent  good  when  operated  upon. 

Fraternally, 

F.  E.  Yoakum,  M.  D. 
P.  S.  I  was  kindly  invited  into  the  parlor  of  Dr.  Hotz  the  other 
day  to  look  at  some  fine  paintings,  and  while  examining  those 
beautiful  scenes,  life-like  and  grand-  my  eye  was  attracted  to  a  bust 
figure  in  one  corner  of  the  parlor,  life-size,  carved  out  of  the 
whitest  marble.  Asking  "  Doctor,  who  is  that  you  prize  so  highly?" 
his  answer  was  :  "  That  is  the  man  with  whom  I  studied  the  eye, 
the  great  von  Graefe."  This  bust  brought  to  my  mind  "  our  own  " 
Dr.  Cupples,  for  they  look  as  much  alike  as  if  they  were  brothers. 
[Just  whisper  this  to  Dr.  Cupples,  please.] 

Yours  truly, 

F.  E.  Y. 


THE  "  MALARIAL  GERM'\?) 


LETTER  FROM  DR.  FELDER,  OF  CLEBURNE,   TEXAS;   AND  MICROSCOPIC 
EXAMINATION  OF  SPORES  BY  DR.  MENGER. 


Cleburne,  Texas,  Dec.  14,  1887. 

Dr.  Datiiel: 

Dear  Sir: — According  to  promise,  I  give  you  a  history  of  the 
discovery  of  what  I  suppose  to  be  the  Malarial  Germ. 

It  was  in  Navarro  county,  Texas,  during  the  summer  of  1861,  that 
I  noticed  a  deposit,  similar  to  dust,  upon  the  leaves  of  the  Broom 
Weed.  This  deposit  increasing  very  rapidly,  and  finding  it  upon 
weeds  remote  from  ways  of  travel,  where  could  be  no  suspicion  of 
dust,  I  was  prompted  to  make  an  examination. 

But  having  nothing  to  aid  me,  except  a  small  pocket  micros- 
cope, I  came  to  the  conclusion  thai  it  was  simply  mould.  But  if 
mould,  why  was  it  invariably  found  upon  the  tipper  side  of  the  leat? 
Why  had  it  not  formed  during  the  previous  wet  spell,  when  the 
earth  was  saturated  with  water,  and  vegetation  filled  with  sap? 

You  perceive,  Doctor,  that  this  deposit  appears  in  dry,  hot  weath- 
er, after  abundant  spring  rains,  and  disappears  (for  a  time)  after  a 
general  rainfall. 

These,  and  similar  reflections,  caused  me  to  believe  that  this  de- 
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posit  was  nothing  but  developed  spores,  with  which  the  atmosphere 
was  filled  during  that  season  of  the  year;  and  that  those  spores  re- 
quired, for  their  full  development,  heat  and  moisture,  both  of  which 
would  be  furnished  by  the  sun  and  the  dew,  in  which  they  were  de- 
posited. 

If  this  hypothesis  be  correct,  then,  I  thought  that  an  atmosphere 
so  vitiated  would  have  a  deleterious  effect  upon  the  human  econ- 
omy, and  that  each  appearance  of  this  deposit  would  be  followed 
by  disease,  the  type  of  which  would  depend  upon  the  quantity  of 
these  spores  in  the  atmosphere,  as  evidenced  by  the  quantity  of 
this  deposit.  Observation  then  fully  convinced  me  of  the  truth  of 
that  hypothesis.  And  now,  after  an  observation  and  an  experience 
of  more  than  a -quarter  of  a  century  in  Texas,  I  am  fully  persuaded 
that  the  cause  of  malaria  is  a  spore,  which  rises  from  a  dry,  though 
previously  wet  soil,  and  is  suspended  in  the  atmosphere  until  washed 
out  by  a  general  rainfall.  That  the  sample  sent  you  by  Dr.  Os- 
burn  was  deposited  with  the  dew,  upon  the  leaf,  and  developed  into 
a  visible  germ  by  the  action  of  the  sun,  there  can,  I  think,  be  no 
possible  doubt.  Yours  truly, 

Jxo.  L.  Felder. 

[The  above  is  only  a  history  of  the  discovery  of  the  germ.  Dr. 
Felder  has  kindly  promised  to  furnish  for  publication,  a  paper,  giv- 
ing his  experience  in  the  treatment  of  malarial  diseases,  based  upon 
the  supposition  that  the  above  described  substance,  which  he  takes 
to  be  a  vegetable  spore,  is  the  cause  of  the  disturbances  witnessed 
in  ague  and  other  malarial  diseases,  His  theory  is  that  the  blood 
is  thickened  by  the  accumulation  of  these  spores,  hence  the  local  con- 
gestion. 

Below,  we  give  the  microscopic  appearance  and  a  description  of 
the  substance,  by  Dr.  Rudolph  Menger.  Dr.  Felder  sent  some  oak 
leaves  covered  on  the  upper  surface  by  the  deposit,  to  Dr.  Osborn, 
who  sent  them  to  this  office  for  examination.  At  our  request  Dr. 
Menger  furnishes  the  following  description  of  the  deposit,  as  it  ap- 
pears under  the  microscope. 

It  would  seem  to  be  a  most  extraordinary  coincidence  that  this 
•"deposit"  invariably  precedes  an  epidemic  of  congestive  fever,  as 
observed  for  twenty-five  years  by  Dr.  Felder,  if  it  really  bears  no 
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relation  to  the  disease.    Dr.  Felder  says  he  considers  it  the  "veri- 
table, visible  malarial  germ."  Ed.] 
Dr.  Menger  writes  as  follows: 

-MICROSCOPIC  APPEARANCE. 

"On  scraping  a  part  of  this  deposit  carefully  with  a  razor,  and 
mounting  the  scraped  material  in  glycerine,  the  following  picture 
presents  itself  under  microscopic  examination:  The  entire  slides 
show  numerous  perfectly  round,  black  bodies,  from  the  bottom  or 
base  of  which  about  8  to  12  transparent  threadlike  filaments  pro- 
ject. On  closer  examination  of  these  black  globular  bodies,  which 
are  invisible  to  the  naked  eye,  they  consist  of  a  general  sporan- 
gium and  a  number  of  thallus  threads.  A  distinct  network  is  seen 
in  those  bodies  when  the  capsule  is  broken,  containing  numerous 
round  and  oval  spores.  The  filaments,  projecting  in  a  straight  line, 
are  not  much  larger  than  the  entire  sporangium,  are  not  jointed, 
and  do  not  contain  any  granular  matter,  as  is  the  case  with  many 
other  bodies  of  the  same  species.  The  slides  also  show  spores  in 
which  the  thallus  threads  are  smaller  than  the  sporangium,  and 
others  show  a  beautiful  network  at  the  end  of  each  thallus  thread. 
Besides  these  main  ingredients,  the  slides  contain  numerous  frag- 
ments of  broken  filaments  and  spores,  all  sort  of  vegetable  tissue, 
hair  and  groups  of  spores  from  the  derma  of  the  leaf,  all  of  which 
can  also  be  seen  on  the  micro-photographs  prepared  from  the  slides 
under  examination. 

In  general,  these  black  bodies  resemble  the  pollen  of  some  spe- 
cies of  flowers,  but  the  closer  distinction  shows  that,  on  account  of 
the  protruding  filaments  from  the  base  of  each  sporangium  and  the 
firm  adherence  to  the  surface  of  the  leaf,*the  same  is  unquestiona- 
bly some  vegetable  parasitic  growth,  or  germ.  It  is  a  pucnliar  cryp- 
togram fn?igns,  but  certainly  not  the  common  mould  called  penicil- 
ium  glaucum  and  aspergillus  glaucus  found  on  a  great  variety  of 
vegetables  and  fruit,  etc.,  nor  is  it  the  oidium  albicans. 

In  how  far  this  fungus  stands  in  relationship  to  "  malaria  fever" 
I  am  not  able  to  say,  and  further  investigations  would  perhaps  lead 
to  a  definite  conclusion;  but,  at  any  rate,  the  matter  is  of  great  im- 
portance, and  should  receive  closer  attention  by  those  directly  in- 
terested in  this  matter. 

R.  Menger. 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


PHILLIPS7  PALATABLE  COD-LIVER  OIL 

By  reason  of  its  high  standard  of  excellence,  reliability,  and  uniformity,  which  has 
been  maintained  since  its  introduction,  enjoys  the  confidence  of  many  phj-sicians.  It 
exhibits  the  most  minute  division  of  the  oil-globules  yet  attained  in  an  emuls- 
ion, and  by  reason  of  its  perfect  miscibility  in  milk,  -water  or  other  fluid, 
it  is  easy  of  administration  or  assimilation. 

As  it  presents  many  features  of  superiority,  physicians  still  unacquainted  with  it 
are  respectfully  urged  to  examine  it. 

ATTENTION  IS  ALSO  ASKED  TO 

PHILLIPS'  DIGESTIBLE  COCOA. 

It  furnishes  a  reliable  article  of  diet  for  the  sick  room,  and  a  suitable  substitute  for 
Tea  or  Coffee  for  every  day  use.  The  f»t- of  the  Cocoa  (usually  the  disturbing  ele- 
ment) is  herein  digested  by  means  of  Pancreatine,  and  there  is  none  of  the  feeling  of 
heaviness,  depression  and  headache  (so  common  after  drinking  the  ordinary  Cocoas 
or  Chocolates),  following  the  use  of  this  preparation.  It  makes  a  delioions  bever- 
age, and  is  nonrisriinja;  to  a  high,  degree.  It  is  often  digested  when  milk  or 
other  nutrients  cause  distress,  and  therefore  becomes  a  superior  food  in  irritable 
conditions  of  the  stomach.  

PHILLIPS' 

PHOSPHO-MURIATE  OF  QUININE, 

(Compound) 

A  Reliable  General  Tonic  and  Antiperiodic.  We  are  now  introducing  this  elegant 
combination  of  our  Wheat  Phosphates,  with  Quinine.  Iron,  and  Strychnia,  and  ask 
an  examination  of  it  by  the  Medical  Profession.  Jt  will  be  found  efficacious  in  a 
large  class  of  Pathological  conditions.   Circulars  and  samples  supplied. 

Our  preparations  are  to  be  had  of  druggists  generally. 
MILK  OF  MAGNESIA— An  Antacid. 
WHEAT-PHOSPHATES  (Aeid).— A  Nutrient  Tonic. 

The  Chas.  H.  Phillips  Chemical  Co.,  30  Piatt  St.,  New  York. 

The  Summer  Campaign. 

rpHE  most  effective  diet,  not  medicine,  the  Medical  Profession  can  use  in  contending 
with  Cholera  Infantum,  Dyseutery  and  all  intestinal  complaints,  is 

NESTLE'S  MILK  FOOD 


It  is  the  most  suitable,  safe  and  nourishing  diet  when  the  above  named  ailments 
threaten  infant  life.  We  quote  again,  from  Ziemssen's  Cyclopaedia,  vol.  7,  on  the 
treatment  of  Cholera  Infantum: 

"When  the  Mother's  Milk  is  Insufficient,  Nestle's  Milk  Food 
is  alone  to  be  Recommended." 

The  above  quotation  is  about  as  strong  and  emphatic  as  the  English  language  will 
permit,  and  we  add  thereto,  that  if  physicians  will  order  infants  under  their  care  to 
use  Nestle's  Food  as  a  diet  during  hot  weather,  in  connection  with  medical  treat- 
ment, they  will  win  in  the  fight  with  summer  complaints. 

Since  we  published  the  above,  and  other  important  testimony,  three  years  ago, 
commending  Nestle's  Food,  several  proprietors  of  infant  foods  have  felt  that  they 
also  must  say  something  about  Cholera  Infantum,  or  go  to  the  wall. 

Notwithstanding  all,  Nestle's  Food  is  the  physician's  sheet  anchor,  during  the 
hosted  term 

Pamphlet  by  Prof.  Leibert,  giving  full  information,  and  sample,  sent  on  applica- 

THOMAS  LEEJI1XG  &  CO., 

Sole  Agents,  New  York 

Note.— No  milk  is  required  in  preparing  Nestle's  Food,  only  water  used 
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NEW  yoirik:  post-gbaidtjate 

MEDICAL  SCHOOL  AND  HOSPITAL. 

£24-230  East  JJOth  Street,  New  York  City. 

Incorporated  by  special  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York. 


FOR  PRACTITIONERS  OF  MEDICINE  ONLY. 


Sessions  continue  throughout  the  year.— Physicians  may  join  the  clabses  at  any  time. 


PACULTT : 

Wm.  A.  Hammond,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System 

and  of  Medical  Electricity  ;  Surgeon-General  of  the  U.  S.  Army  (retired  list.) 
D.  B.  St.  John  Roosa,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear  ; 

President  of  the  Faculty. 
Frederick  R.  Sturgis,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Genito-Urinary  Organs 

and  of  Venereal  Diseases.  » 
Thos.  E.  Satterthwaite.  M.  D.— Professor  of  Pathology  and  General  Medicine. 
Charles  L.  Dana,  M.  D.  -Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System,  and 

and  Medical  Electricity. 
Andrew  H.  Smith.  M.  D.—  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Therapeutics. 
Wm  Oliver  Moore,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear. 
Bache  McE.  Emmett,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women. 

Edward  Kershner,  M.  D.,  U.S.  N.— Professor  of  Naval,  Military  and  State  Hygiene. 
Ambrose  L.  Ranney,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  the  Nervous 
System 

William  Henry  Porter,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Pathology. 

George  Henry  Fox,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin. 

Stephen  Smith  Burt,  M  D.—  Professor  of  Physical  Diagnosis. 

Sen  AC  A  D,  Powell,  M-  D.— Professor  of  Minor  Surgery. 

C-  A.  Von  Ramdohr,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Obstetrics.  • 

Horace  T.  Hanks,  M.  D.— Professor  ot  Diseases  of  Women. 

Lewis  S.  Pilcher,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery. 

Henry  J.  Garrigues,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Obstetrics. 

Clarence  C.  Rice,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Throat  and  Nose- 

Charles  Carroll  Lee,  M.  D.— Professor  of  the  Diseases  of  Women. 

Graeme  M.  Hammond,  M.  D.   Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System. 

J.  R.  Nilsen,  M.  D.  — Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women. 

George  B  Fowler,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Medical  Chemistry. 
Robert  Abbk,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery, 
A.  M  Phelps,  M  .D.— Professor  of  Orthopasdic  Surgery. 
Henry  D.  Chapin,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  Children. 


This  School  was  founded  by  members  of  the  Post-Graduate  Faculty  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  was  the  first  institution  in  the  United  States  to  pre- 
sent a  systematic  system  of  clinical  instruction  for  graduates  in  medicine. 

The  teaching  is  practical  and  thorough.  The  school  is  not  a  mere  clinic,  although 
all  the  lectures  are  clinical,  but  it  is  a  place  of  instruction  in  which  the  practitioner, 
by  actually  handling  the  cases  under  the  guidance  of  the  professors  and  instructors, 
may  learn  the  use  of  instruments  for  examination  and  treatment,  and  observe  the 
effects  of  remedies.  :  The  general  schedule  is  so  arranged  that  there  is  no  conflict  in 
the  hours  of  attendance  of  the  professors.  The  clinics  begin  at  9  a.  m  .  and  con- 
tinue until  9  p.  m.  each  day;  and  the  Clinical  Society  of  the  School  meets  twice  a 
month  on  Saturday  evening.  A  Dispensary  and  a  Hospital  form  a  part  of  the  school, 
with  one  ward  exclusively  for  infants,  which  has  been  lately  endowed  by  benevolent 
ladies  of  Ne  v  York  City,  and  the  following  Hospitals  to  which  the  teachers  are 
attached  form  part  of  the  field  of  instruction.  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear ;  Char- 
ity; fitellevue ;  Randall's  Island:  Lonsr  Island  Collie:  Presbyterian; 
Orthopppdi«' ;  Mount  Minaa ;  New  York  **tate  Woman's  ;  !Iat«»riiify :  Her- 
man. Dr.  Jos  ph  O'Dwy  R,  the  inventor  of  the  Intubation  of  the  Larynx,  gives 
practical  instructions  to  classes  organized  in  this  school,  and  only  here  Professor 
Abraham  J  \cobi,  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  h")lds  a  weekly  clinic 
for  diseases  of  children  in  this  school. 

For  Catalogue,  or  further  information,  address  :  , 

CLARENCE  C.  RICE,  M.  1)., 

J  hn  Humphreys,  Clerk.  Sec-  cf  the  Faculty.  226  E.  20tn  St-,  New  York  City. 
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FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 


LETTER  FROM  OUR  PARIS  CORRESPONDENT. 


Paris,  34  Rue  de  Buci,  January  1,  1888. 
Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal : 

There  are  principally  two  questions,  which  furnish  a  great  num- 
ber of  practical  jokes  in  the  amphi-theatres  of  the  ' Ecole  de  Medi- 
cine. They  are  the  germ  theory,  and  the  admission  to  the  study  of 
medicine,  of  the  female  sex. 

True,  there  is  not  so  much  infidelity  on  the  subject  of  infection 
and  antisepsis,  in  France,  as  there  is  in  the  United  States,  but  it 
must  be  remembered,  that  the  well  known  author  and  professor, 
M.  Peter,  is  by  no  means  an  enthusiast  on  the  subject  of  micro- 
organisms. It  is  easy  to  see  that  an  authority  of  his  rank  vould 
not  fail  to  make  an  impression  upon  the  young  admiring  student. 
The  French  student  being  on  the  whole  a  good  deal  more  noisy 
and  demonstrative  than  his  American  colleague,  leaves  no  chance 
pass  by  without  manifesting  in  some  way  or  other  his  satisfaction, 
(or  the  opposite,)  over  the  lectures. 

It  so  happens  that  Prof.  Blanchard  is  quite  frequently  inter- 
rupted, when  he  arrives  at  a  decisive  statement.  Sometimes  a 
sneering  0-0-oh  follows  his  sentence^,  other  times  a  truly  deafen- 
ing applause  rewards  him.  Of  course,  such  frequent  interruptions 
disturb.  The  professor  will  make  a  remark  to  that  effect,  but  a 
regular  thunder  of  noise  follows.  Some  applaud,  others  stamp 
with  their  feet,  or  their  umbrellas,  others  shout,  others  whistle,  and 
a  last  party  amuses  himself  with  vociferations  of  an  indescribable 
character.  Soon  comes  a  thundering  "enough!"  from  all  sides, 
but  which  is  shouted  with  little  sincerity,  for  it  is  rapidly  followed 
by  another  volley  of  bravos.  For  five  minutes  everything  seems  dis- 
order, then  all  is  quiet  again.  If  no  second  occasion  shows  itself,  the 
last  sentiments  are  saved  for  the  end  of  the  hour.  Under  a  great 
applause,  the  professor  leaves  the  pulpit,  but  he  cannot  help  hear- 
ing the  few  single  voices,  which  rend  the  air  with  the  nick-names 
"micro-organism,"  "  microgerm,"  etc. 

While  the  admission  of  the  female  sex  to  the  school  of  medicine, 
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is  by  no  means  a  recent  innovation,  the  candidates  of  the  fair  sex 
are  rather  numerous  this  year.  The  "  boys  "  of  course  are  little 
pleased  with  their  increasing  attendance,  and  try  all  possible  means 
of  embarassing  the  poor  girls.  It  is  only  necessary  to  make  a  start 
for  a  manifestation  and  everybody  joins  in,  lecture  or  no  lecture. 
Especially  when  a  young  lady  comes  in  a  little  tardy,  a  demonstra- 
tion is  almost  inevitable.  A  drawling  "  o-h ''  passing  through 
every  note  for  a  nine  scale  piano  comes  from  several  hundred 
strong  vocal  apparatuses,  and  as  the  grand  closing  finale  a  general 
smacking  of  the  lips,  kissing  and  other  indefinable  sounds  make 
themselves  heard  from  every  corner. 

However,  in  the  midst  of  all  this  jolliness,  there  ir  also  earnest 
study,  and  with  a  faculty,  as  excellent  as  here,  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible not  to  learn  anything.  Our  reader  will  be  able  to  realize 
what  an  interest  one  must  take  in  hearing  such  men  as  Prof.  Duval 
Everything  about  him  is  originality.  In  his  last  lecture  he  stated 
that  there  was  no  more  doubt  as  to  the  origin  of  the  red  blood- 
r"vnucrl°  The  places  of  their  formation,  are  the  spleen  and  the 
marrow  of  the  bones.  While  in  the  oviparous  animals  the  red  cell 
is  a  simple  transformation  of  a  white  blood  globule,  the  fact  dif- 
fers for  the  viviparous  animals,  consequently  for  the  human  race. 
Neumann  had  pointed  out,  (1882,)  that  the  white  cell  increases  in 
size,  and  takes  a  red  coloration  from  its  taking  up  of  haemoglobin 
from  the  destroyed  red  disks.  The  red  protoplasm  now  forms 
button  like  projections,  i.  e.,  commences  to  bud,  and  those  little 
buttons,  detaching  themselves,  become  new  red  blood  disks. 
Hence,  the  latter  are  created  by  a  process  similar  to  the  propa- 
gation by  gemmation  of  the  lower  organisms. 

In  a  recent  lecture  upon  the  subject  of  erysipelas,  the  great 
clinician  of  the  Hospital  de  la  Pitie,  Prof.  Jaccoud,  made  several 
remarks,  which  we  think  well  worthy  of  a  reproduction  : 

"As  a  premonitary  symptom,  vomiting  is  not  frequent.  Contrary 
to  the  general  statements,  its  absence  is  the  rule.  In  the  same  way, 
the  swelling  of  the  ganglia  is  by  far  more  rare,  than  has  been  as- 
serted. In  the  absence  of  cerebral  symptoms,  the  temperature 
rarely  exceeds  103-104°,  even  if  the  scalp  be  invaded.  The  aver- 
age duration  of  simple  erysipelas,  is  6-10  days.  Such  cases  are 
almost  never  followed  by  a  fatal  issue.    As  a  rule,  they  terminate 
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by  crisis — a  distinct  sign  that  the  infection  is  of  infectious  origin.  A 
crisis  may  be  prognosticated  in  all  cases,  where  the  diseases  pro- 
ceeds in  exacerbations,  {par  poussees.)  Among  the  complications 
of- particular  interest  are  the  inflammations  of  the  mitral  valve, 
(endocarditis,)  manifesting  themselves  by  a  slight  systolic  murmur 
before  or  during  the  onset  of  the  malady.  In  those  cases,  a  spon- 
taneous cure  follows  in  90  per  cent.  Another  frequent  complication 
is  nephritis.  DaCosta  has  maintained  its  invariable  presence.  Clin- 
ical observation  has  shown  this  to  be  wrong.  Even  albumimia,  not 
due  to  inflammatory  condition  of  the  kidney,  is  often  absent. 

The  intestines  can  aggravate  the  trouble,  by  a  simple  catarrh  oc- 
cupying as  a  rule,  only  the  duodenum.  A  more  serious  form  is  an 
intestinal  ulceration.  The  ulcers  hardly  ever  exceed  five  in  num- 
ber, implicate  only  the  mucous  membrane  and  usually  occur  in  the 
small  intestines.  In  such  a  case  the  eruption  may  be  ushered  in 
by  repeated  bilious  vomiting,  epigastric  pain,  tenesmus  and  dysen- 
teric dejecta." 

Knowing  how  disagreeable  the  treatment  of  chronic  articular 
rheumatism  becomes  to  the  practitioner  in  the  absence  of  any 
visible  improvement,  even  after  a  prolonged  course  of  remedies, 
I  believe,  that  a  short  synopsis  of  the  treatment,  as  given  by  the 
"  big  guns "  in  Paris  would  be  appreciated.  The  well  known 
author  and  director  of  the  medical  division  of  the  "  Hospital  de  la 
Charite,"  Prof.  Potain,  gives  the  following  directions  : 

The  treatment  is  hygienic  and  medical.  The  former  implies 
avoiding  all  exciting  causes,  good  nourishment  and  moderate 
exercise.  The  medical  treatment  differs  during  the  apyretic 
periods  and  the  febrile  attacks.  In  the  latter  case  he  administers 
the  salts  of  quinine,  antip>rine,  or  sodium  salicylate.  The  latter 
is  by  far  less  efficacious,  than  in  the  acute  form.  During  the  apyr- 
etic periods  the  internal  treatment  consists  of  the  administration 
of  potassium  iodide  three  times  a  day.  The  daily  quantity  may 
be  pushed  to  40-50  gr.  In  anaemic  and  weak  persons,  arsenic  in 
form  of  Fowler's  solution  is  preferable.  The  external  measures 
comprise  baths  and  electricity.  The  water  should  be  as  much  as 
possible  of  the  same  temperature.  The  room  must  be  heated  and 
great  care  be  exercised  to  prevent  refrigeration  of  the  patient.  The 
baths  should  last  from  1-2  hours.    In  severe  cases,  the  water  of 
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Aix  and  sulphurous  douches  are  to  be  employed.  As  electrical 
remedy  the  continued  current  ought  to  be  made  to  traverse 
the  water  in  which  the  patient  is  bathing. 

A  new  factor  in  the  genesis  of  epilepsy,  was  discussed  in  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences.  It  is  the  condition  known  as 
otopiesis,  which  means  a  rarefaction  of  air  in  the  tympanic  cavity. 
When  the  eustachian  tubes  are  occluded,  (inflammatory  swelling, 
mucous,  foreign  body,  etc.,)  the  quantities  of  air  undergoing  grad- 
ual absorption  in  the  middle  ear,  cannot  be  replaced.  From  this 
results  negative  pressure  able  to  excite  a  reflex  epilepsy.  In  all 
those  cases  the  patient  will  complain  of  a  considerable  degree  of 
deafness, — a  sign  which  always  should  attract  attention.  The  fit  is 
then  usually  preceded  by  noises  in  the  ear  of  the  most  divers 
character.  The  trouble  is  at  once  arrested  by  inflation,  and  treat- 
ing such  causative  factors  as  pharyngitis.  We  should,  therefore, 
always  convince  ourselves  of  the  permeability  of  the  eustacian 
tubes. 

A  truly  Utopian  report  on  the  action  of  antipyrine  in  sea  sick- 
ness, was  communicated  by  Dr.  Dupuy.  Selecting  the  persons 
most  liable  to  the  affection,  (dyspeptics  especially,  with  dilation  of 
the  stomach,)  he  gave  them  45  grains  of  antipyrine  daily,  so  as  to 
commence  three  days  before  the  voyage.  He  discontinued  the 
treatment  after  six  days,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  that 
not  a  single  person  under  treatment  was  attacked. 

M.  Pasteur  has  also  been  making  the  rounds  in  the  daily  press 
since  a  few  weeks.  With  a  truly  American  spirit  as  to  the  practi- 
cal question,  he  advises  the  application  of  the  chicken  cholera 
microgerm  for  the  destruction  of  the  rabbits,  which  constitute  a 
veritable  plague  in  some  countries.  He  has  proven,  that  the  inno- 
culation  is  very  easy.  A  few  rabbits,  once  affected,  they  would 
soon  spread  the  epidemic  to  a  complete  destruction  of  their  tribe. 
No  other  domestic  animals,  but  the  chickens,  can  take  the  disease, 
and  M.  Pasteur  thinks  that  a  "  chicken  quarantine  "  could  easily 
be  effected.  The  French  papers  are  wondering  how  such  a  mar- 
vellous idea  could  be  conceived.  Ah,  oui,  toiijonrs  le  illustre 
Savant. 
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TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


[The  following  address  to  the  profession  of  Texas,  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  has  been  issued  from 
the  Secretary's  office  in  the  form  of  a  circular  letter:  Ed.] 

Executive  Office,  Raymond,  Texas,  January  20,  1888. 

Dear  Doctor: — It  is  a  pleasure,  as  well  as  my  duty,  to  announce 
that  the  Twentieth  Annual  Session  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  As- 
sociation will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Galveston,  beginning  on  the 
fourth  Tuesday  in  April,  1888. 

Galveston  is  the  chief  and  most  important  seaport  city  on  the 
coast  of  Texas,  and  in  addition  to  its  other  numerous  attractions, 
all  of  which  are  prone  to  please  and  interest  the  observer,  it  is 
peopled  with  a  citizenship  rich  in  intelligence  and  culture,  rich  in 
charity  and  unmeasured  hospitality,  and  rich  in  enterprise  and 
means.  It  possesses  unsurpassed  facilities  for  the  handsome  enter- 
tainment of  large  delegations,  and  our  able  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments will  spare  no  pains  in  making  everyone  present  happy,  and 
realize  "  that  it  is  good  for  him  to  be  there;"  then,  meet  us  at  the 
seaboard,  and  induce  your  medical  friends  to  come  with  you,  to 
the  end  that  our  strength  may  be  increased,  and  our  efficiency  per- 
petuated. 

Aside  from  the  anticipated  social  and  scientific  feast  that  will 
doubtless  await  all  who  may  attend,  there  are  other  considerations 
which  should  prompt  the  attendance  of  every  member,  challenge 
and  command  his  best  thought. 

Chief  among  these  will  be  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Revision  of  Constitution  and  By-Laws.  Some  rad- 
ical changes  are  proposed  in  the  Report,  and  you  are  most  earn- 
estly requested  to  study  them  comparatively,  and  in  all  their  rela- 
tions, and  come  prepared  to  contribute  your  counsel  and  cast  your 
vote. 

To  maintain  in  perpetuity  the  high  plane  of  recognition,  distinc- 
tion and  usefu,ness,  to  which  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association 
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has  been  elevated  by  your  zeal  and  concentrated  efforts,  will  re- 
quire incessant  vigilance  and  labor  on  the  part  of  the  membership. 

Distinguished  members  of  our  profession  from  other  States  have 
been  solicited  to  be  in  attendance,  to  swell  our  number,  augment 
our  joys,  and  add  lustre  to  the  social  and  scientific  entertainmants 
of  the  occasion. 

Therefore,  in  the  interest  of  your  State  organization,  scientific 
medicine  in  general,  and  that  harmony  which  should  pervade  the 
ranks  of  our  vocation  everywhere,  come!  From  the  beautiful  fruit 
and  grain  growing  regions  of  the  North:  from  the  extensive  and 
fast  developing  plains  of  the  attractive  West;  from  the  broad  and 
fertile  pampas  of  the  balmy  South,  and  from  the  flowers  and  foliage 
of  a  Texan  Orient,  and  give  us  the  "light  of  your  countenance,"  a 
cordial  grasp  of  the  hand,  the  pleasure  of  your  society,  and  aid  of 
your  counsel.    I  have  the  honor  to  remain 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Sam.  R.  Burroughs,  M.  D., 
President  Tex.  State  Med.  Association. 


PHYSICIANS'  MUTUAL  BENEFIT  ASSOCIATION  OF  TEXAS. 


The  Secretary  of  this  Association,  Dr.  Daniel,  mailed  the  follow- 
ing communication  to  Mrs.  A.  R.  Kilpatrick  on  the  ist  of  January, 
inst.: 

Office  Physicians'  Mutual  Benefit  Association  of  Texas. 

Austin,  Texas,  January  i,  1888. 

Mrs.  A.  R.  Kilpatrick, 

Navasota,  Texas. 

Dear  Madam: — As  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Physicians' 
Mutual  Benefit  Association  of  Texas,  I  hand  you  herewith  sight 
draft  on  Ball,  Hutchins  &  Co.,  Galveston,  for  $48.70,  being  the  bal- 
ance due  you  on  assessment.  This  sum,  with  the  $95.00  sent  you 
previously,  makes  $143.  70,  the  total  amount  collected  from  148 
members,  less  $4.30  paid  for  postal  cards,  printingsame,  and  stamps 
on  receipts,  of  which  find  memorandum  inclosed. 

I  am  mortified  to  say  that  nine  members  of  the  one  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  who  were  in  good  standing  at  the  date  of  Dr.  Kilpat- 
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rick's  death,  and  on  whom  assessment  was  made,  failed,  for  some 
reason,  to  respond;  and  hence  forfeited  their  membership,  and  are 
dropped.  In  the  majority  of  cases  I  must  believe  it  was  uninten- 
tional, and  due  to  absence  or  removal,  or  failure  to  receive  notice; 
for  some  who  have,  at  this  late  date,  just  sent  in  their  contributions 
state  that  they  did  not  receive  the  first  notice,  and  it  is  probable 
that  others  still  failed  to  receive  my  second  notice. 

In  the  January  number  of  the  Journal  the  names  of  all  the  mem- 
bers who  responded  to  the  assessment  ,  will  be  published  in  full. 

As  is  my  duty,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  Physicians'  Mu- 
tual Benefit  Association  of  Texas,  I  respectfully  ask  you  to  accept 
this  small  sum  of  money — a  free  will  offering  of  a  devoted  little 
band  of  physicians  who  acknowledged  and  held  in  high  apprecia- 
tion your  lamented  husband  s  many  excellent  qualities  of  head  and 
heart  as  a  feeble  expression  of  their  sympathy  with  you  in  his  loss 
from  the  ranks  of  medicine,  as  well  as  from  the  domestic  hearth. 
With  kinds  regards,  believe  me       Sincerely  yours, 

F.  E.  Daniel, 

Secretary, 

Below  will  be  found  the  list  of  members  who  paid  their  pro  rata 
of  the  above  sum  ;  together  with  Mrs.  Kilpatrick's  receipt  for  $143,- 
70,  inclosed  in  the  following  note: 

Navasota,  Texas,  Januarv  7,  18S8. 

Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel. 

Dear  Sir: — Your's  received  a  few  days  since.  Please  excuse  de- 
lay. I  thank  you  and  the  members  of  the  Association  who  have  so 
kindly  assisted  me  in  my  time  of  need. 

It  shall  ever  be  a  pleasant  duty  with  me  to  say  what  I  can  to  add 
to  your  numbers. 

I  inclose  the  receipt,  with  great  appreciation  of  your  kindness. 

Respectfully, 

Mrs.  A.  R.  Kilpatrick. 

$143.70 

Received  of  F.  E.  Daniel,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Physi- 
cians' Mutual  Benefit  Association  of  .Texas,  ninety-five  dollars  (re- 
ceipted for  previously)  and  January  3,  1888,  forty-eight  dollars  and 
seventy  cents,  in  full  one  hundred  and  forty-thrive  dollars  and  sev- 
enty cents.  Mrs.  F.  L.  Kilpatrick. 

Navasota,  Texas,  January  5,  1888. 
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[Dr.  Kilpatrick  was  holder  of  certificate  No.  46.  He  joined  the 
Association  in  April,  1884,  and  had  paid  $4  in  dues,  and  three  as- 
sessments of  $1  each,  a  total  of  $7.  Ed.] 

List  of  members  Physicians'  Mutual  Benefit  Association  whopaid 
the  assessment  No.  4: 


F.  E.  Daniel,  Austin. 
M.  A.  Taylor,  " 
J.  W.  McLaughlin,  Austin. 
R.  M.  Swearingen, 
J.  M.  Litten, 
W.  A.  Morris, 
T.  J.  Bennett, 
A.  N.  Denton, 
W.  P.  Burts,  Ft.  vVorth. 
J.  T.  Field, 

A.  S.  Wolf,  Brownsville. 
H.  C.  Ghent,  Belton. 
S.  W.  Sholars,  Orange. 
Geo.  Cupples,  San  Antonio. 
F.  Herff, 

D.  V.  Spring,  Lyons. 

R.  H.  Day,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

J.  B.  Duchiene, 

J.  W.  Dupree, 

S.  A.  Towsey,  Galveston. 

J.  P.  Coffey,  Piano. 

T.  M.  Matthews,  Athens. 

M.  D.  Sterrett,  Grand  Bluff. 

E.  S.  Tidwell,  Elmo. 

A.  M.  Hill,  Hill's  Prairie. 

J.  M.  Ross,  Belton. 

C.  C.  Francis,  Cleburne. 

T.  C.  Osborn, 

J.  M,  Keating, 

H.  H.  Thorp,  Liberty  Hill. 

J.A.Throckmorton,  Houston. 

J.  M.  Hons,  Burten. 

J.  R.  Scales,  Henderson. 


F.  T.  Paine,  Comanche. 

H.  W.  Brown,  Waco. 

W.  H.  Wilkes,  " 

R.  G.  Williams,  Whitney. 

S.  F.  Styles,  Independence. 

M.  M.  Myers,  Merle. 

C.  E.  R.  King,  San  Antonio. 

B.  E.  Hadra,  Austin. 
W.  M.  Powell,  Albany. 
L.  H.  Hardy,  Paige. 

C.  O.  Weller,  Austin. 
T.  J.  McFarland,  Edna. 
J.  W.  Daniel,  Houston. 
Jno.  Inabnit,  Terrell. 

F.  A.  Tompkins,  Sandy  Point. 
A.  D.  Paulus,  Flatonia. 

F.  W.  Kaiser, 

J.  T.  Webb,  Terrell. 

Y.  D.  Harrington,  LosAngelos,Cak 

G.  W.  Gray,  Terrell. 

J.  M.  Ball,  New  Boston. 

R.  W.  Reid,  Texarkana. 

W.  T.  Strain,  McCoy  City. 

J.  K.  Frazer,  Rusk. 

W.  D.  Boyd,  Orilla 

A.  Wadgymar,  Corrizo  Springs. 

W.  Gluver,  Lovelady. 

J.  W.  Fenne.ll,  Seguin. 

E.  P.  Becton,  Sulphur  Springs. 

Q.  A.  Shuford,  Tyler, 

T.  S.  Burke,  Corpus  Christi. 

J.  H.  Bowers,  Columbus. 

A.  L.  Patton,  Mineola. 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL.  287 


A.  N.  Perkins,  Sabine  Pass. 

J.  E.  Mayfield,  Nacogdoches. 

F.  C.  Ford 

T.  J.  Murph, 

Q.  C.  Smith,  Austin. 

A.  D.  Tinsley,  Henderson. 

j.  H.  McClintock.  Houston. 

Sam.  J.  Fox,  Plantersville. 

W.  C.  Jameson,  Rusk. 

F.  R.  Martin,  Kyle. 

R.  S.  Gregg,  Manor. 

W.T.Richmond,  " 

J.  M.  Lewis,  Mexia. 

F.  M.  Wilson,  Kosse. 

J.  H.  Evans,  Alto. 

J.  T.  Y.  Jameson,  Rusk. 

W.  A.  McGee.  Uvalde. 

M.  F.  Wakefield,  Edom. 

R.  A.  Taylor,  Milford. 

J.  B.  Stinson,  Sherman. 

I  E.  Kirkley,  Belville. 

J.  M.  Fry,  Elmo. 

A.  D.  Evans,  Floresville. 

I  A.  White,  Bartlett. 

M.O.Wright,  " 

A.  J.  Folsom,  McGregor. 

C.  Richardson,  Bushy. 

T.  J.  Bell,  Tyler. 

E.  R.  W.  McCrary,  Hopewell. 

J.  A.  Southworth,  Gorsicana. 

H.  F.  Witherspoon, 

Ebenezer  Jones,  Tyler. 

J.  G.  Daniels,  Gilmer. 

J.  D.  Bass,  Pittsburg. 

T.  N.  Pitts, 

H.  F.  Ford,  Gilmer. 

L.  D.  Hill,  Webberville. 

R.  H.  Harrison,  sr.,  Columbus. 


A.  Patton,  Mineola. 

Jos.  Greer,  Van  Alstyne. 

M.  R.  Denman,  St.  Elmo. 

R.  Leming,  Mossville. 

R.  P.  Talley,  Belton. 

W.  H.  Lancaster,  Moulton. 

C.  M.  Harrison,  El  Paso. 

J.  A.  Denson,  Cxranger. 

W.  J.  Dupree,  Mineola. 

C.  Sams,  Taylor. 

J.  H.  T.  King,  Laredo. 

T.  J.  Watlington,  Texarkana. 

T.  G.  May,  Palmer. 

J.  Getzwiller,  Goliad. 

S.  A.  Stone,  Richmond. 

T.  J.  Foster,  Alexander, 

J.  T.  Musick,  Pittsburg. 

A.  W.  Crawford,  Midlothian. 

Z.  T.  Bundy, 

R.  P.  Davies,  Petty. 

J.  W.  Hamilton,  Webberville. 

W.  M.  Burger,  Montana  Territory. 

T.  W.  Styles,  Paige. 

W.  A.  Taylor,  Elgin. 

A.  C.  Walker,  Ft.  Worth. 

G.  W.  Cain,  Elgin. 
J.  G.  Barbee,  Kyle. 

C.  Bullittt,  Orange. 

H.  S.  Robertson,  Peytonville,  Ark. 
E.  G.  Nicholson,  Del  Rio. 

G.  J.  Stearnes,  San  Antonio. 
J.  F.  W.  Metzler,  Rose  Hill. 
J.  M.  Brittain,  Jacksonville. 
J.  A.  Abney,  Lufkin. 

J.  D.  Beck,  Mason. 

H.  M.  Burroughs,  Dalby. 

D.  M.  Vawter,  Carthage. 
A.  McDaniel,  Columbus. 
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R.  H.  Harrison,  jr.,  Columbus.    Todd  Robinson,  Alleytown. 
L.  T.  Maddox.  Birdston.  J.  S.  Bruce,  Eagle  Lake. 

Jas.  Byars,  Columbus.  S.  F.  Starley,  Tyler. 

Total,  148;  9  forfeited. 

Since  the  date  of  Dr.  Kilpatrick's  death,  Sept.  19,  1887,  twelve 
members  have  joined,  making,  with  the  15  7,at  that  date, less  the  nine  - 
who  forfeited,  a  membership  of  160  at  the  date  of  Dr.  Starley's 
death,  Dec.  19,  1887,  less  the  one  death,  and  two  members  who 
have  joined  since  that  date.  There  are,  therefore,  157  liable  to  the" 
assessment  for  Dr.  Starley's  family — provided  none  forfeit  for  non 
payment  of  dues  for  1888,  now  past  due. 


TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Constitution 
and  By-Laws,  Dr.  R.  P.  Talley,  of  Belton,  requests  us  to  ask  mem- 
bers to  send  to  him  such  suggestions  with  regard  to  the  proposed 
new  Constitution  and  By-Laws  as  submitted  at  last  meeting  and  pub- 
lished in  the  Transactions,  as  may  occur  to  them.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  the  New  Constitution  and  By-Laws  as  drafted  by 
the  Committee,  and  as  it  appears  in  the  Transactions,  will  come  up 
for  adoption  on  the  first  day  of  the  coming  meeting;  and  as  it  is  a 
matter  of  much  importance,  the  Committee  desire  the  views  of 
members  on  the  subject. 


Williamson  County  Medical  Society,  2nd  annual  meeting,  Jan- 
uary 1888.  Officers  for  the  year:  President,^Dr.  J.  E.  Walker,  Vice- 
Presidents,  Dr.  W.  G.  Pettus,  Dr.  H.  N.  Graves;  Secretary,  Dr.  C. 
Q.  Black,  of  Round  Rock. 


Travis  County  Medical  Society  met  Thursday,  January  4  Dr. 
Florence  E.  Collins  resigned  as  Secretary,  and  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett,, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Austin  District  Medical;Association,  was  unan- 
imously elected.  It  was  agreed  to  have  a  called  meeting  between 
each  monthly  meeting;  and  to  infuse  new  life  into  the  Society,  it 
was  determined  to  present  at  each  meeting  a  subject  for  discussion, 
whether  there  were  any  papers  or  not,  and  to  have  one  member  ap- 
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pointed  to  open  this  discussion.  Subject  for  discussion  at  meeting 
Jan.  19th  inst,  "Acute  Pulmonic  Inflammation  in  Children,"  Dr. 
Q.  C.  Smith  to  open  discussion;  Dr.  Litten,  alternate. 

The  East  Texas  Medical  Society  metat  Jacksonville  1st  Thurs- 
day in  January  inst,  but  owing  to  a  misunderstanding  as  to  date, 
the  attendance  was  slim.  This  society  numbers  fifty  active  mem- 
bers, and  they  ride  from  five  to  fifty  miles  to  attend  the  meetings. 

The  East  Line  Medical  Society  meets  at  Sulphur  Springs  on 
13th  (or  3d  ?)  of  February  prox.  A  large  meeting  is  expected,  and 
some  good  papers.    Dr.  Paine  will  be  there  by  invitation. 

Texas  Papers  Appreciated  Abroad.  We  have  had  a  request 
from  a  publishing  house  in  New  York  fora  copy  of  the  Journal  con- 
taining Dr.  Beall's  paper  on  "  Uterine  Fibroma  Complicating  De- 
livery," and  from  a  physician  in  Kansas  for  one  containing  Dr 
Paine's  "Three  Years  with  Electricity." 


North  Texas  Medical  Society  held  last  meeting  at  Gaines- 
ville. Large  attendance.  The  promise  of  "  a  full  report"  did  not 
materialize,  sorry  to  say. 


Dr.  McLaughlin's  Paper,  in  the  present  issue,  embraces  his 
views  on  contagion  and  septic  poisoning,  as  expressed  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  Dr.  Hill's  paper,  (herewith  published)  which  was  read 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society.  We  had 
intended  to  publish  it  as  part  of  the  discussion,  but  in  view  of  its 
length  and  value,  and  the  importance  of  the  subject  Dr.  McLaugh- 
lin was  prevailed  upon  to  prepare  it  in  the  shape  in  which  it  ap- 
pears herewith.  It  will  be  read  with  interest,  as  it  contains  views 
altogether  new  and  original,  and  they  are  presented  in  a  manner 
both  forcible  and  concise. 


Physicians'  Mutual  Benefit  Association  of  Texas.  Assess- 
ment No.  5,  has  been  issued  for  the  benefit  of  Certificate  No.  25, 
which  was  held  by  Dr.  S.  F.  Starley,  an  account  of  whose  death 
will  be  found  in  this  issue.    There  were,  at  the  date  of  his  death. 
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Dec.  19,  1887,  one  hundred  and  sixty  members  in  good  standing, 
supposing  that  none  forfeit  on  the  payment  of  the  dues  for  1888  now 
due.    Nine  failed  to  pay  assessment  No.  4,  and  are  dropped. 


Physicians'  Mutual  Benefit  Association  of  Texas.  State- 
ment. The  Association  was  organized  2nd  chartered  April,  1884. 
The  total  number  of  members  who  have  joined  to  date  is  211.  Of 
these  47  have  forfeited  their  membership  for  non-payment  of  as- 
sessments or  annual  dues,  (nine  having  failed  to  pay  assessment^No. 
4  for  Mrs.  Kilpatrick,)  and  five  have  died,  leaving  an  active  mem- 
•  bership  of  159;  and  two  having  joined  since  the  date  of  Dr.  Starley's 
death,  157  are  liable  to  assessment  No.  5,  which  has  been  issued. 
The  annual  dues  of  $1.00  for  1888  has  been  paid  by  all  but  twenty- 
members,  and  as  the  time  for  payment  has  passed  there  is  no 
way  of  knowing  how  many  of  these  will  fail  to  be  re-instated,  and 
assessment  No.  5  will  be  affected  proportionately,  Second  notices 
-have  been  sent  to  all  in  arrears,  and  a  list  will  be  published  in  next 
issue  of  those  who  pay  the  dues  for  1888. 

The  following  table  shows  the  net  results  of  the  four  assessments 
issued  prior  to  January,  1888.  It  will  be  seen  that  four  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  dollars  and  seventy  cents  ($427.70)  has  been  paid 
to  the  families  of  the  four  physians  who  died  during  the  four  years, 
an  average  of  $106.92  to  each  family: 
Certificate  No.  26,  Dr.  W.  H.  Park;  died  Nov.  4,  1885; 


61  members  assessed;- paid  Mrs.  Park  $         55  00 

Certificate  No.  89,  Dr.  Sayers;  died  July,  1886;  121  mem- 
bers assessed;  paid  Mrs.  Sayers   109  00 

Certificate  No.  134,  Dr.  Welch;  died  Sep.  1886;  132 

members  assessed;  paid  Mrs.  Welch   120  00 

Certificate  No.  46,  Dr.  Kilpatrick;  died  Sep.  1887;  157 

members  assessed;  paid  Mrs.  Kilpatrick   143  70 

Total  amount  of  benefits  paid  . .   $    427  70 


With  the  exception  of  Dr.  Kilpatrick  none  of  the  members  had 
paid  in  more  than  the  initiation  fee. 

Apropos:  In  last  issue  we  said  that  Dr.  W.  T.  Burt  would  receive 
application  for  membership  in  the  P.  M.  B.  A.;  beg  pardon;  we 
meant  to  say  Dr.  W.  P.  Burts,  of  Fort  Worth. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


SUCCUS  ALTERANS 

(IMI'ID^IDIE) 

AliTKRAIVS  is  a  purely  vegetable  compound  of  the  preserved  juices 
Of  Stillingia  Sylvatica,  Lappa  Minor,  Phytolacca  Decandra,  Smilax  Sarsaparilla  and 
Xanthoxylum  Fraxineum,  as  collected  by  Dr.  Geo.  W.  McDade  exclusively  for  Eli 
Lilly  &  Co  ,  and  endorsed  by  Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims. 

SUCCUS  ALTERAXS  continues  to  gain  favor  from  its  remarkable  Alterative 
and  Tonic  properties,  eliminating  specific  poison  from  the  blood  and  increasing  the 
proportion  of  red  corpuscles  in  anaemic  patients  to  a  wonderful  degree. 

SUCCUS  AliTKRAWS  in  venereal  and  cutaneous  diseases  is  fast  supplanting 
Mercury,  the  Iodides  and  Arsenic;  and  is  a  certain  remedy  for  Mercurialization,  Io- 
dlsm  and  the  dreadful  effects  often  following  the  use  of  Arsenic  in  skin  diseases. 

SUCCUS  AUTERANS  is  also  strongly  recommended  for  its  Tonic  and  Altera- 
tive effects  in  myriad  forms  of  scrofulous  disease,  and  in  all  cases  where-  anaemia  is 
a  factor.  Such  patients  rapidly  develop  a  good  appetite,  sleep  soundly  and  gain  flesh 
rapidly.  Many  cases  are  on  record  where  patients  increased  ten  to  twenty-five  pounds 
in  weight  in  a  few  weeks. 

Succus  Alterans  is  giving  satisfactory  results  in  treatment  of  Chronic  Rheu- 
matism, and  can  be  used  with  confidence. 

SllCCUS  Alterans  may  be  given  for  any  length  of  time,  without  injury  to  the  pa- 
tient. 

Sncfus  Alterans  is  endorsed  by  the  medical  profession  and  in  use  by  many  hos- 
pitals of  note. 

Physicians  who  have  not  received  Dr.  McDade's  latrst  pub'ication,  the  Mono 
graph i a  Syphilitica,  should  send  their  address,  mentionirg  this  journal,  and  we  w  11 
mail  a  copy.  It  contains  a  paper,  illustrated  with  colored  plates,  by  Dr.  D.  H.  Cood- 
willie,  of  New  York,  on  the  "Sequelae of  Syphilis,"  repoits  of  cases'  in  practice  and 
many  other  valuable  papers. 

ELIXIR  PURGANS. 

Elixir  Purgans  (Lilly)  reliably  stimulates  the  dormant  liver  without  undue  irritation, 
and  has  gentle  yet  positive  effect  upon  the  alimentary  tract.   In  Habitual  Constipa- 

"  ild 


tion,  so  common  in  women  and  children,  it  will  be  found  particularly  useful.  Its  en- 
dorsement at  Bellevue  and  many  otherprominent  hospitals  east  and  west,  as  well  as 
its  employment  in  general  practice  by  the  most  eminent  medical  men,  confirms  the 
experience  of  years  in  its  use. 

Each  Teaspoonful  Represents  |     In  Prescribing,  please  be  careful  to  write 

Rhamnus  Purshiana  10  grs. 

Euonymus  Atropur   8  grs. 

OatsSia  Acutifolia  (Purif)  10  grs. 

Iris  Versicolor   4  grs.  . 

Hyoscyamus  Niger  2  grs.  j         That  other  preparation  may  not  be 

Aromatics,  etc.  substituted. 


Elixir  Purgans  (Lilly) 


Highly  Recommended, 


We  take  pleasure  in  endorsing  the  Elixir  Purgans  (Lilly)  as  prepared  from  the 
above  formula,  for  in  it  we  find  a  near  approach  to  positive  perfection  in  the  form  of 
a  Liquid  Cathartic,  and,  from  our  experience  with  the  preparation,  can  highly  rec- 
ommend it  to  the  profession. 

James  R.  Healy,  M.  D.,  Sup't Infants'  and  Children's  Hospital,  Randall's  Island, N.Y 

W.  G.  Robinson,  M.D.,  Surgeon  to  Bureau  of  Medical  and  Surgical  Relief  to  the 
Out-Door  Poor,  Bellevue  Hospital,  N.  Y. 

J.  H.  Shorter,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  New  York  Opthalmic  and  Aural  Institute. 

John  A.  Arnold,  M.  D.,  Medical  Sup't  Kings  County  Hospital,  Flatbush,  N.  Y. 

Nelson  B.  Sizer,  M.  D.,  Senior  Surgeon  Brooklyn  and  E.  Brooklyn  Dispensary,  N.  Y 

Edward  J.  Darken,  M .  D.,  Medical  Sup't  Demilt  Dispensary,  New  York  City. 

A.  W.  Catlin,  M.  D.,  Attending  Physician  St.  John's  Hospital.  Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 

Cqa6.  H.  Cobb,  M.  D.,  Medical  Sup't  Columbus  Lying-in  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass 

H.  S,  Dearing,  M.  D.,  Fellow  of  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  etc. 

T.  J.  Brodrick,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  Charlestown,  Mass..  Free  Dispensary  and  Hospital. 

«T  T  T  TT  T  V  f*>f\      Pharmaceutical  Chemists, 

taJuJ.   JuAJuJ-l  JL     OL   \+\J*j  Indianapolis,  Intl.,  U.S.A. 

SUPPLIED  BY  ALL  DRUGGISTS. 


AD  VER  TISEMENTS. 


CMIGK'S  SMILE  FOOD. 

Is  the  only  Infants'  Food  manufactured  that  perfectly  nourishes  the  child  without 
the  addition  of  cow's  milk.  We  do  not  except  the  so-called  milk  Foods,  for  they  con- 
tain but  a  vrry  small  per  centage  of  the  solid  constituents  of  cow's  milk.  Most  of  the 
credit  given  to  prepared  foods  belong-  to  cow's  milk,  which  must  be  added  to  them  or 
the  child  would  starve.  Carnrick's  Soluble  Food  is  composed  of  about  equal  propor- 
tions of  the  solid  constituents  of  cow's  milk,  partially  digested,  and  wheat  flour,  the 
starch  of  which  is  converted  into  dextrine  and  soluble  starch. 

Thomas  H.  Rotch,  M.  D  ,  Instructor  in  Diseases  of  Children,  Medical  Department  of 
Harvard  University,  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Sept.  29,  1887,  says: 
"  Cow's  milk  is  the  universal  menstruum  of  infant  Foods  all  over  the  world,  and  is 
the  actual  food  which  the  infant  is  getting;  hence  it  is  irrational  and  unfair  to  speak 
of  and  give  the  credit  to  the  various  artificial  toods,  when  we  really  should  speak  of 
cow's  milk,  with  its  modification  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  by  certain  adjuvants  un- 
der the  name  of  Infant  Foods,  which  all  supply  about  the  same  variety  of  ingredients 
in  common ;  such  small  amounts  of  these  ingredients  as  to  be  of  littie  benefit  in  nour- 
ishing the  infant,  "a/id  would  not  nourish  it  unless  aidel  by  cow's  milk." 

CARNRICK'S  SOLUBLE  FOOD 

Is  Positively  the  Only  Infants'  Food  Manufactured  to  which  the 
foregoing  criticisms  do  not  apply. 


BEEF  PEPTONOIDS. 

(Concentrated  Beef  and  Milk  with  Gluten.) 

Is  the  most  concentrated  and  easily  digested  nutrient  that  has  ever  been  intro- 
duced to  the  medical  profession.  Beef  Peptonoids  in  the  form  of  a  powder  is  not  a 
pure  peptone,  only  one-fourth  being  digested.  We  are  confident  that  you  will  find 
Beef  Peptonoids  in  all  cases  where  you  desire  a  concentrated  and  easily  digested 
food  superior  to  any  preparation  in  the  household. 

The  following  are  the  opinions  of  most  eminent  authorities  in  the  world: 

Prof  -  Attfield  says  of  Beef  Peptonoids:  "  It  is  by  far  the  most  nutritious  and'eon- 
centrated  Food  1  have  ever  met  with." 

Prof.  Stutzer  says:  "  When  the  formation  of  flesh  and  blood  is  to  be  promoted.and 
vigor  infused  into  a  patient.  Beef  Peptonoids  for  this  purpose  stands  first  and  fore- 
most amongst  all  the  preparations  I  have  examined." 


LIQUID  PEPTONOIDS 

Is  presented  in  the  form  of  an  elegant  Cordial,  containing  twenty  per  cent,  of  spir- 
its. Its  nutritive  constituents  are  wholly  digested.  It  will  agree  with  patients  who 
reject  all  other  foods . 

PEPTONIZED  COD  LIVER  OIL  AND  MILK 

Superior  to  oilier  Preparations  oi'Cocl  Liver  Oil 

Because  the  division  of  the  oil  globule*  is  from  twenty  to  one  hundred'times  finer  than 
any  other  preparation  of  Cod  Liwr  Oil  ever  produced,  and  consequently  brought 
nearer  the  condition  required  for  assimilation. 

It  is  predigested,  and  is,  therefore,  more  easily  retained  by  weak  and  enfeeble'* 
stomachs,  and  eructations  are  less  liable  to  follow. 

Samples  sent  on  application  by 


reed  &  o^iR/isrRiaic,  nsr.  -x\ 
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TAXATION  WITHOUT  REPRESENTATION. 


It  is  well  known  that  it  is  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
this  republican  government  that  there  shall  be  no  taxation  with 
out  representation. 

We  no  not  undertake  to  say  that  the  government  of  medical  as- 
sociations should  be  squared  by  that  of  republics,  nor  that  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  American  Constitution  should  be  the  guide  for  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Association;  but  there  is  so  much  equity  and 
justice  in  the  principles  as  there  enunciated,  that  we  do  venture  the 
opinion  that  it  would  be  wise  to  adopt  it  in  our  medical  congresses. 
We  have  shown  on  more  occasions  than  one,  that  in  the  workings 
of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  this  principle  is  ignored; 
no  matter  what  the  letter  of  the  law  may  be.  Our  plan  of  electing 
officers,  in  particular,  is  unfair;  the  majority  are  not  represented 
in  the  choice  of  officers,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  they  are  taxed. 

This  is  the  point  to  which  we  wish  to  call  attention.  Wre  pointed 
out  in  our  leading  article  last  month,  how  the  intention  is  that  local 
societies  should  be  represented  by  delegates,  in  proportion  to  their 
membership;  and  how,  as  only  one  delegate  votes,  (no  matter  how 
many  go  up  from  a  given  county  society)  the  object  is  defeated. 
This  state  of  affairs  is  made  even  worse  by  the  fact  that  every  mem- 
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ber  of  every  local  society  in  affiliation  with  the  State  Association 
is  taxed  50  cents  per  annum,  whether  he  be  a  member  of  the  State 
Association  or  not,  and  whether  he  have  a  voice  by  delegate  or 
otherwise,  or  not. 

Our  first  act  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion should  be  to  repeal  the  clause  of  the  by-laws  or  the  special 
act  under  which  this  taxis  imposed;  for,  it  is  not  only  unjust,  but 
it  operates  to  defeat,  and  does,  to  a  great  extent  retard,  if  not  de- 
feat, the  very  purpose  for  which  it  is  declared  in  our  constitution, 
the  association  is  organized,  to-wit,  "for  the  more  thorough  and  effic- 
ient organization  of  the  medical  profession  of  Texas.  "It  keeps  mem- 
bers away,  and  it  prevents  physicians  from  joining  local  societies. 
A  member  of  the  State  Association  pays  $5  on  joining,  and  $5  each 
year,  as  dues.  Now,  should  his  society  send  up  a  .delegate  sup- 
posed to  represent  him  and  four  others,  that  delegate  must  collect 
of  him  and  the  four  others  $2.50,  fifty  cents  each,  and  pay  it  into 
the  treasury — for  what?  We  ask,  why  should  each  member  of  the 
county  societies  pay  50  cents  a  year  into  the  treasury  of  the  State 
Association — many  of  them,  in  addition  to  the  $5  they  pay  as 
members  of  that  body?  Have  they  any  quid  pro  quo?  any  privileges  or 
emoluments  or  benefits  in  return  therefor?  Not  at  all!  On  the  con- 
trary, as  we  have  shown,  they  do  not  even  have  a  voice  in  the  choice 
of  officers,  and  other  matters  settled  by  the  nominating  committee. 

Thus,  this  50  cents  per  capita  on  local  societies  represented,  is  a 
■tax  on  organization — physicians  must  pay  a  tax  to  the  State  Asso- 
ciation for  the  privilege  of — organizing! 

At  the  last  meeting,  at  Austin,  it  will  be  remembered,  Bell  county 
refused  to  be  represented,  the  members  of  the  B.  C.  Medical  So- 
ciety having  refused,  by  vote,  to  pay  the  tax. 

The  East  Texas  Medical  Society,  with  a  membership  of  fifty,  re- 
fused to  send  delegates,  because,  for  the  privilege  of  doing  so,  they 
would  have  been  taxed  $25 — in  addition  to  the  membership  fee, 
and  a  year's  dues,  ($10)  which  would  have  been  required  of  such 
delegates  as  chose  to  become  members  of  the  State  Association; 
while,  with  our  own  hands,  we  paid  for  Travis  County  Medical  So- 
ciety $26 — her  members  being  supposed  to  be  represented  by  the 
weight  delegates  on  the  ground ;  only  one  of  them,  however,  went  into 
the  nominating  convention  and  had  anything  to  say  as  to  the  choice 
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of  officers.  Then,  we  ask,  why  is  this  tax  continued,  seeing  it  has 
the  effect  of  retarding,  if  not  defeating  the  very  purpose  for  which 
the  Association  came  into  existence?  We  trust  one  of  the  firsfc 
things  done  at  Galveston  will  be  to  repeal  this  iniquitous  clause. 


DEATH  OF  DR.  S.  F.  STARLEY,  OF  TYLER. 

In  the  death  of  this  estimable  gentleman  and  able  physician,  the 
whole  State  of  Texas  has  suffered  a  severe  loss,  and  the  State  Med- 
ical Association  has  lost  one  of  its  oldest,  ablest  and  most  zealous 
co-laborers.  But  three  short  years  ago,  Dr.  Starley,  then,  though 
past  60  years,  in  the  prime  and  vigor  of  manhood,  presided  with 
dignity  over  the  deliberations  of  that  body  at  Belton,  and  contrib- 
uted much  to  the  eclat  which  has  caused  that  meeting  to  occupy  a 
brilliant  page  in  the  medical  history  of  Texas. 

Dr.  Starley  was  holder  of  certificate  No.  25  in  the  Physicians' 
Mutual  Benefit  Association  of  Texas,  he  being  one  of  its  promoters 
and  lasting  friends,  and  assessments  have  been  issued  for  the  bene- 
fit of  his  family.  A  report  of  the  results  will  be  published  in  the 
March  number  of  The  Journal.  It  is  a  little  singular,  in  this 
connection,  that  Dr.  Park,  of  Tyler,  who  was  the  first  member  of 
the  Order  who  died,  held  No.  26,  and  Dr.  Starley,  also  of  Tyler,  the 
fifth  death,  was  holder  of  No.  25, — or  that  two  of  the  five  deaths 
should  have  been  among  the  profession  at  Tyler,  and  holders  of 
consecutive  numbers  in  the  Order. 

Our  purpose  of  writing  an  obituary  of  our  deceased  friend  has 
been  so  entirely  anticipated  by  the  profession  of  Tyler,  who  held 
Dr.  Starley  in  high  esteem,  that  we  reproduce  here  the  report  of 
the  meeting  of  the  physicians  on  the  occasion  of  his  death. 

MEETING  OF  THE  PHYSICIANS  OF  TYLER,  TEXAS. 

Resolutions  on  the  Death  of  Dr.  S.  F.  Starley. 

A  meeting  of  the  regular  physicians  of  Tyler  was  convened  in 
the  office  of  Dr.  A.  A.  Lyon,  December  30,  1887,  to  take  action  rel- 
ative to  the  death  of  their  late  associate,  Dr.  S.  F.  Starley. 

The  meeting,  which  was  largely  attended,  was  organized  by  call- 
ing Dr.  E.  Jones  to  the  chair  and  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Lyon  as 
secretary.  The  president  briefly  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting 
to  be  as  above  indicated,  whereupon,  on  motion,  a  committee  of 
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three  was  appointed  by  the  president  to  prepare  a  memorial  paper 
and  resolutions  suited  to  the  occasion.  This  committee  consisted 
of  Drs.  A.  A.  Lyon,  A.  L.  Montgomery  and  Irvin  Pope. 

The  meeting  then  took  recess,  and  re-convened  later,  to  hear  the 
report  of  committee,  which  was  as  follows  : 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  duty  of  preparing  a 
memorial  paper,  touching  the  death  of  our  late  associate,  Dr.  S.  F. 
Starley,  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  : 

IN   MEMORI AM. 

Died,  in  the  city  of  Tyler,  December  19,  1887,  Silas  F.  Starley, 
M.  D.  Dr.  Starley  was  born  September  5,  1824,  in  Autauga  county, 
Alabama,  and  was,  therefore,  in  the  64th  year  of  his  age  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  removed  to  Texas  at  an  early  age,  and  settled 
with  his  parents  at  Nacogdoches  in  1837.  He  was  educated  at 
Hayneville  Academy,  and  was  graduated  in  medicine  from  the 
Medical  Department,  University  of  Louisville.  His  entire  profes- 
sional life  was  spent  in  the  State  of  Texas.  He  had  resided  and 
practiced  his  profession  in  Cherokee  county,  Springfield,  Fairfield, 
Corsicana  and  Tyler. 

He  was  twice  married,  and  had  born  to  him  thirteen  children,  eight 
of  whom  survive  him.  He  was  a  member,  first  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal,  but  in  1886  connected  himself  with  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  church,  in  the  communion  of  which  he  died.  In  his 
church  relations  he  was  ever  faithful  and  consistent. 

As  a  physician  and  surgeon  Dr.  Starley  stood  in  the  front  rank 
of  the  profession  in  Texas,  and  has  contributed  largely  to  the  de- 
velopment of  medical  science  in  this  State.  He  was  an  active  and 
energetic  member  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  and  was 
elected  its  president  in  1882,  and  presided  at  its  session  in  1883. 
He  was  also  an  honorary  member  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. At  different  periods  in  his  professional  career,  he  was  a 
conspicuous  and  valued  contributor  to  various  medical  journals  of 
this  country,  including  the  North  American  Medico- Chirurgical 
Review,  the  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  the  South- 
ern Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter, 
Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal,  and  others,  besides  numerous 
articles  read  before  the  State  Medical  Association. 

In  his  relations,  personal  and  professional,  to  his  medical  breth- 
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ren  he  was  ever  affable,  generous,  courteous  and  kind,  always  ready, 
and  with  apparent  disregard  of  self,  to  assist  a  brother  physician 
in  any  way  that  he  could  ;  as  a  citizen  and  member  of  society,  he 
at  all  times,  met  in  full  measure  the  demands  of  his  station.  There- 
fore be  it 

Resolved)  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting  that  in  the  death  of 
Dr.  Starley  the  medical  profession  of  Tyler  and  Texas  have  lost 
one  of  its  most  valuable  and  accomplished  members,  and  the  com- 
munity one  of  its  best  and  most  exemplary  citizens,  the  absence 
of  whose  benign  influence  will  be  sensibly  felt  wherever  he  was 
known,  and  we,  his  associates,  a  brother  and  friend  whose  depart- 
ure we  sincerely  mourn. 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  the  family  of  the  deceased  out- 
heartfelt  sympathies  in  this  their  sad  bereavement :  that  a  copy  ot 
this  preamble  and  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  them  and  also  fur- 
nished the  Waco  Press  and  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal, 
with  a  request  to  publish. 

A.  A.  Lyon,  M.  D.,  Chairman, 
A.  L.  Montgomery, 
Irvin  Pope, 

Committee. 

The  report,  as  submitted,  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  the 
meeting  adjourned  sine  die. 

A.  A.  Lyon,  M.  IX, 

Secretary. 


Locating  the  Association. — As  a  result  of  the  article  on  this 
subject  in  our  last  issue,  we  have  received  numerous  letters.  The 
■censensus  of  opinion,  as  far  as  it  has  been  ascertained,  is  decidedly 
in  favor  of  a  permanent  place  of  abode.  Per  contra,  we  have  had 
the  opinion  of  some  of  our  ablest  and  most  sagacious  members,  who 
oppose  it,  and  submit  strong  arguments  to  show  that  such  a  step 
would  be  fatal  to  the  Association;  meantime,  our  object  having 
been  to  set  the  profession  to  thinking  on  the  subject,  so  as  to  be 
prepared  for  intelligent  action,  should  it  be  proposed,  we  leave  the 
matter  sub  judice. 
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A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Hair  and  Scalp.  By 
Geo.  Thomas  Jackson,  M.  D.,  Instructor  in  Dermatology  in  the 
New  York  Polyclinic;  Assistant  Visiting  Physician  to  the  New 
York  Skin  and  Cancer  Hospital;  Member  of  the  New  York 
Dermatological  Society,  etc.,  New  York.  E.  B.  Treat  &  Co.,. 
771  Broadway;  1887  Cloth;  326  pages,  price,  $2.75.  Illus- 
trated. 

Of  late  years  diseases ot  the  hair  and  scalp  have,for  some  reason, 
become  more  numerous,  or  have  seemingly  become  more  numer- 
ous, from  the  lact  that  they  are  receiving  more  attention  than  for- 
merly; they  are  being  studied  and  treated  scientifically,  as  they 
should  be,  instead  of  overlooked  or  slighted,  or,  treated  empiric- 
ally, as  formerly,  and  Dr.  Jackson  has  earned  the  thanks  of  the 
medical  profession  by  this  clear  and  concise  treatise  on  a  subject 
as  little  understood  by  the  profession  as  perhaps  any  branch  of 
medical  study. 

The  work  before  us,  which,  by  the  bye,  does  credit  to  the  pub- 
lishers, especially  as  it  is  somewhat  out  of  their  line,  we  believe,  to 
issue  medical  books,  treats  of  all  the  common  forms  of  the  diseases 
to  which  the  hair  and  scalp  are  subject,  and  gives,  besides,  ac- 
counts of  anomalies,  and  of  remarkable  cases. 

The  fiFst  and  second  chapters  are  devoted  to  the  anatomy  and 
physiology  of  the  hair,  and  the  third  to  its  hygiene,  a  chap- 
ter which  could  be  read  with  profit  by  every  person  in  the  land. 

Dr.  Jackson's  accessjo  the  great  skin  hospitals  of  New  York,  and 
his  connection  with  the  Polyclinic,  give  him  unusual  opportunities 
for  seeing  and  studying  these  diseases  in  all  their  phases.  The  work 
is  an  acceptable  addition  to  our  library. 


What  to  do  in  Cases  of  Poisoning,  by  Wm.  Merrell,  M.  D.,  F.  R. 
C.  P.,  Lecturer  on  Pharmacology  and  Therapeutics  in  the  West- 
minster Hospital,  Examiner  in  Materia  Medica  in  the  University 
of  Edinburgh  and  in  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  London, 
Eng.  First  American  from  the  fifth  English  edition.  Edited  by 
Frand  Woodbury,  M.  D.,  Fellow  of  the  College  ot  Physicians  of 
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Philadelphia,  etc.,  etc.  Published  by  the  Medical  Register  Co., 
Philadelphia. 

This  little  work  has  been  a  success;  it  has  met  a  large  sale,  and 
in  England  has  reached  its  fifth  edition.  It  is  beyond  doubt  the 
best  book  of  its  kind  that  has  appeared.  Our  colleague,  Dr.  Wood- 
bury, has  rendered  a  service  to  the  profession  of  America  in  bring- 
ing it  out;  he  struck  a  popular  chord,  and,  judging  by  what  the 
author  says  of  the  "  fee  "  for  attending  cases  of  poisoning,  it  would 
be  worth  one's  while  to  become  an  expert.  He  says,  "  according  to 
the  circumstances  and  the  social  position  of  the  patient  the  'Special- 
ist' (in  poisoning  cases!)  is  entitled  to  charge  from  $125  to  $250." 
It  is  a  wonder  that  we  do  not  hear  of  "  specialists  for  poisoning 
cases,'  and  presume  that  it  is  amongst  the  probabilities  of  the  near 
future. 


Athosis;    a  Satire  on  Modern  Medicine,  by  Thomas  C.  Mirior;  12 

mo.,  p.  194;  Cincinnati,  R.  Clark  <$:  Co.,  1887. 

We  have  been  in  possession  of  this  little  work  some  time,  and 
have  seriously  tried  to  read  it.  It  is  a  novel,  written  in  an  airy,  off- 
hand style,  and  is  we  suppose,  what  it  pretends  to  be,  a  clever  sa- 
tire. It  certainly  makes  some  hard  hits  at  a  certain  class  of  prac- 
titioners of  modern  times.  There  is  a  deal  of  humor  in  it,  and  it 
will  amuse  one  if  he  has  no  more  serious  business  on  hand. 

The  Medical  World  Visiting  List.  Being  a  Daily  Record  of 
Practice  and  Accounts,  without  the  use  of  Signs,  and  hence,  need 
no  Transferring.  Arranged  in  removable  Tablets.  The  Medi- 
cal World,  1520  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia. 

We  have  received  one  of  the  first  of  this  series,  and  are  pleased 
with  it  in  some  respects;  the  arrangement  would  be.  a  great  con- 
venience to  physicians  if  the  book  were  larger;  the  objection  is 
that  the  space  is  so  small  and  the  lines  so  close  together  that  one 
lean  with  difficulty  make  any  intelligible  entry  of  any  kind.  It  is  a 
good  idea  to  have  removable  tablets,  but  it  seems  to  us  that  if  one 
has  much  practice  he  would  have  to  keep  a  stock  of  tablets,  one 
for  each  patients  account.    Price  $1.50. 

Diseases  of  the  Female  Mammary  Olaxds,  by  Th.  Billroth,  M. 
D.,  of  Vienna,  and  New  Growths  of  the  Uterus,  by  A.  Gusser- 
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ow,  M.  D.,  of  Berlin.    These  two  works  constitute  Vol.  IX.  of  the 

Cyclopaedia  of  Obstetrics  and  Gynecology,  (12  vols.,  price  $16.50), 
issued  monthly  during  1887.  New  York  :  William  Wood  & 
Company. 

Diseases  of  the  Female  Urethra  and  Bladder.  By  F.  Winckel, 
M.  D.,  of  the  Royal  University,  Munich  ;  and  Diseases  of  the 
Vagina,  by  A.  Breisky,  M.  D.,  of  the  Royal  University,  Vienna. 
Edited  by  Egbert  H.  Grandin,  M.  D.,  of  New  York.  These  two 
treatises  constitute  Vol.  X.  of  a  Cyclopaedia  of  Obstetrics  and  Gyn- 
ecology (12  vols.,  price  $16.50),  issued  monthly  during  1887. 
New  York  :  William  Wood  &  Company. 

The  antecedent  volumes  of  this  series  having  been  mentioned 
in  this  department,  we  deem  it  unnecessary  to  do  more  than 
announce  the  advent  of  Vols.  IX.  and  X.  That  William  Wood  m 
Company  could  produce  this  library  of  twelve  volumes  at  $1.33. 
each  is  a  marvel,  and  physicians  would  do  well  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  generous  offer. 


The  Health  and  Home  Library,  Published  by  the  Health  and 
Home  Publishing  Co.,  Chicago. 

A  very  handsome  pamphlet-  "library  size,"  published  quarterly, 
at  $1.00  per  year.  It  contains  96  pages,  is  gotten  up  in  beautiful 
style,  in  an  embossed  pink  cover,  with  a  handsome  title  page,  and 
comes  to  us  done  up  in  tissue  paper,  ,and  securely  enveloped  in  a 
patent  envelope,  with  tapes  to  tie;  a  manner  of  taking  care  of  it 
during  its  travels  and  exposure,  quite  suggestive  of  its  contents.  It 
contains  alengthy  article  on  the  "Education  of  the  Senses,"  or  "clair- 
voyance, clairaudience  and  Psychometry  explained  and  taught,  by 
Alpha."  A  novelette  entitled  "Can  you  Blame  Her,"  a  kind  of  a 
temperance  story  very  commendable — in  the  direction  of  preserva- 
tion of  home  and  health,  a  long  article  on  the  "Evils  of  Vaccina- 
tion," revised  by  Dr.  Hale."  In  light  of  the  manifest  and  manifold 
blessings  of  vaccination  we  have  not  had  the  patience  to  read  this 
article,  but  pass  onto  "TheVisona,  a  universal  and  natural  lan- 
guage," which  we  are  now  at  intervals  trying  to  digest;  more  anon. 
Then  there  comes  a  chapter  devoted  to  "Woman  and  her  Sorrows,'" 
and  a  health  department;  a  truly  rare  and  interesting  publication.. 
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On  the  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  Gonorrhoea  and  Sperma- 
torrhea. By  J.  D.  Milton,  senior  surgeon  to  St.  John's  Hospi- 
tal for  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  London.  Octavo,  484  pages.  Illus- 
trated. Price,  bound  in  extra  muslin,  $4.  New  York:  William 
Wood  &  Company. 

We  have  examined  this  work  with  much  interest,  believing  it 
would  present  something  new.  Well,  we  were  not  disappointed. 
For,  although  there  is  nothing  absolutely  new  in  the  treatment  of 
gonorrhoea,  the  comparison  of  results  of  various  methods  serves  to 
give  the  reader  an  idea  of  their  relative  value.  Three  hundred 
pages  on  gonorrhoea  would  seem  to  be  exhaustive,  yet  it  seems  to 
be  an  abridgement  of  a  former  edition.  The  writer  is  modest,  and 
less  dogmatic  in  the  presentation  of  his  views  than  teachers  gener- 
ally are,  and  has  regard  for  the  opinions  of  others.  The  chapter 
on  spermatorrhoea  is  intensely  interesting,  but  the  electrical  con- 
trivance for  awakening  the  patient  when  an  erection  comes  on 
almost  excites  one's  risibilities.  It  is  a  good  book  to  have,  and 
the  general  practitioner  will  find  it  a  storehouse  of  useful  informa- 
tion on  a  very  common  ailment. 

•  A  Manual  of  the  Physical  Diagnosis  of  Thoracic  Diseases,  by 
E.  Darwin  Hudson,  Jr.,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  late  Professor  of  General 
Medicine  and  Diseases  of  the  Chest  in  the  New  York  Polyclinic; 
Physician  to  Bellevue  Hospital,  etc.  One  volume.  Octavo. 
162  pages.  Nearly  100  illustrations.  Muslin.  Price,  $1.50. 
New  York:  William  Wood  &  Company. 

This  is  a  posthumous  work,  and  has  met  with  a  very  favorable 
reception  at  the  hands  of  the  profession,  the  medical  press,  as  a 
rule,  commending  it  in  complimentary  terms.  It  treats  of  a  branch 
of  medical  science  which  is,  as  a  rule,  not  thoroughly  understood 
by  the  general  practitioner,  and  there  are  many  points  elucidated 
which  the  ablest  could  study  with  profit.  It  is  gotten  up  very 
neatly,  and  on  good  paper.    Price,  $1.50. 


Vick's  Floral  Guide  for  i388  has  reached  our  desk.  It  is  a 
gem  to  those  who  love  flowers,  and  an  ornament  to  any  drawing- 
room.  The  frontispiece  is  an  exquisite  colored  plate  of  the  new 
and  now  famous  "  Phenomenal"  Fuschia,  the  flowers  of  which  at- 
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tain  a  size  of  three  inches  in  diameter.  Mr.  Yick  will  send  this 
beautiful  and  useful  book  to  any  address,  together  with  a  coupon, 
entitling  the  purchaser  to  ten  cents  worth  of  seeds,  flower  or  vege- 
table, on  receipt  of  ten  cents.  VicMs  Monthly  Magazine  is  indis- 
pensable to  all  floriculturists.  The  a  Guide  "  is  issued  only  in 
January  of  each  year. 


A  Complete  Handbook  of  treatmfnt.  By  Wm.  Aitken,  M.  I)., 
(Edin.)  F.  R.  S.,  Edited  with  notes  and  additions,  by  A.  D.  Rock- 
well, A.  M.  M.  D.;  cloth,  pp.  444,  New  York.  E.  B.  Treat,  771 
Broadway,  1887. 

This  is  a  handsomely  bound  and  very  neatly  gotten  up  book,  and 
consists  of  a  synopsis  or  resume  of  the  treatment  of  disease  in  gen- 
eral, as  given  in  the  larger  and  well  known  edition  of  Aitkin.  The 
chief  feature  in  the  way  of  an  advantage  which  the  work  possesses 
is  the  analytical  index,  by  means  of  which  one  may  find  just  what 
is  wanted  without  searching  through  the  chapters.  It  is  a  very  good 
condensation  of  the  larger  Aitken,  and  we  suppose  will  fill  a  "  long 
felt  want,"  and  an  Aitken  void.    Some  say  it  is  a  rare  Treat. 


^VLeDICAL  j^EWS  AND  ^VL ISCELLANY. 


Drs.  W.  W.  Reeves,  of  Wills  Point,  and  S.  D.  Moore,  of  Van 
Alstyne,  are  attending  the  N.  Y.  Polyclinic. 

Dr.  Frank  A.  Maxwell,  late  of  Austin,  and  later,  Assistant  Dem- 
onstrator of  Anatomy  in  Medical  Department  University  Nashville 
and  Vanderbilt  University,  has  been  elected  Assistant  Physician  to 
the  Hospital  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  in  Nashville. 

We  regret  to  learn  of  the  serious  illness  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Black,  Round 
Rock, Texas.  Dr.  B.  is  Ex-President  of  the  Williamson  County  Med- 
ical Society,  and  an  active  worker  and  member  of  the  Austin  Dis- 
trict Medical  Association. 


Dr.  A.  C.  Walker  has  retired  from  the  firm  of  Beall,  Adams  & 
Walker,  of  Fort  Worth,  and  returned  to  his  old  home  at  Rockdale. 
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We  are  requested  to  state  that  Drs.  Leake  and  Thruston  have 
retired  from  the  editorial  management  of  the  Courier  Record  of 
Medicine,  and  have  severed  their  connection  with  that  paper. 

Dr.  Ralph  Steiner,  of  this  cit\,  one  of  t  e  proprietors  and  sur- 
geons of  the  Austin  Sanitarium,  has  gone  to  Europe  to  spend  two 
years,  studying  and  sightseeing.  The  Doctor  will  devote  his  time 
principally  to  surgery,  and  in  the  study  of  that  branch  will  visit  all 
the  great  medical  centers  of  the  Old  World.  Mrs.  Steiner  accom- 
panied the  Doctor,  as  did  also  his  mother  and  sister,  Miss  Steiner, 
and  his  married  sister,  Mrs.  C.  D.  Johns.    Bon  voyage,  Doctor. 

Wb:  have  received  from  Messrs.  Ely  Lilly  &  Co.,  Indianapolis, 
their  new  catalogue  for  1888,  containing  formulas.  It  will  be  mailed 
to  physicians  free,  on  application. 

We  acknowledge  the  courtesy  of  a  visit  from  S.ate  Health  Of- 
ficer Rutherford  on  the  20th;  he  brings  sunshine  with  his  presence. 

Dr.  E.  Meierhoef,  Physician  to  out-door  department  Mt.  Sinai 
Hospital,  New  York,  has  consented  to  become  one  of  the  collabo- 
rators of  this  journal,  and  its  pages  will  occasionally  be  graced  with 
reports  from  his  practice.  His  position  gives  him  superior  clinical 
advantages. 

Boy — (entering  drugstore  in  great  haste,  and  out  of  breath) — 
"  Mithter,  momrner  sont  me  to  the  shotticarypop  to  get  a  thimble- 
full  of  pollygolic,  cause  Bud's  dick-as-the-sickens  with  the  picken 
chox,  and  the  wottle's  got  the  bine-witters  in  it;  and  here's  a  tea- 
cup to  put  it  in."    (  Drug  clerk  fainted.) 


Wanted:  A  live  man  who  is  canvassing  Texas  in  the  interest 
of  some  publishing  house  to  take  the  agency  for  this  Journal.  It 
takes  like  cakes,  and  a  big  profit  is  guaranteed  the  right  man.  There 
are  "collaterals"  which  will  make  the  agency  for  the  Journal  a 
"bonanza"  to  the  right  man. 

Premium:  Lindsay  c\:  Blackiston's  Physicians'  Visiting  List,  for 
1888,  will  be  sent  to  any  physician  who  will  send  us  two  n«*vv  sub- 
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scribers  and  four  dollars;  the  same  and  one  copy  of  the  Journal 
free  for  four  subscribers  and  $8. 


Dr.  A.  G.  Clopton,  of  Jefferson,  one  of  the  most  distinguish  jd 
physicians  in  East  Texas,  and  a  member  of  the  Texas  State 
Medical  Association,  visited  the  capital  recently.  We  regret  not 
meeting  the  Doctor,  who  is  a  staunch  friend  of  the  Journal;  but 
nevertheless,  he  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  to  renew  his 
subscription  at  the  hands  of  a  friend. 


Dr.  J.  W.  Carhart,  of  Lampasas,  a  surgeon  of  distinction  and 
ability,  visited  the  Journal  office  last  week.  The  Doctor  has  a 
Tait's  operation  at  the  Austin  Sanitarium. 

Dr.  R.  H.  Eanes,  late  of  Rice's  Crossing,  has  removed  to  Tay- 
lor, 

An  Electro  Engraving  of  the  late  Dr.  Starley  will  be  published 
in  our  next  issue. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  the  office  of  Dr.  F.  E.  Yoakum  at 
Greenville,  Texas,  with  all  its  valuable  contents — books,  instru- 
ments, specimens,  office  furniture  and  equipments,  charts,  mana- 
kins — everything — was  destroyed  by  fire  two  days  after  Christmas. 


Acknowledgements. — Our  energetic  and  esteemed  friend,  Dr. 
J.  E.  Mayfield,  of  Nacogdoches,  to  whom  we  are  under  many  and 
pleasing  obligations  for  favors  to  the  Journal,  has  recently  added 
to  our  burden  (?)  by  sending  us  a  club  of  thirteen  additional  sub- 
scribers, accompanied  by  a  check  for  the  subscription  money.  Dr. 
M.  got  in  this  work  at  the  late  meeting  of  the  East  Texas  Medical 
Association  (an  organization  gotten  up  largely  by  his  exertions),  at 
Jacksonville.    We  make  our  bow,  Doctor.    Come  again. 


The  missing  volumes  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Texas  State 
Medical  Association,  to  which  we  referred  in  our  last  issue, to-wit: 
from  1874  to  1879,  in  pamphlet,  and  the  "proceedings"  and  papers 
as  published  in  the  Galveston  Medical  Record,  from  18S0  to  1882, 
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and  which  were  necessary  to  complete  the  record  of  the  Associa- 
tion in  the  Secretary's  office,  have  been  kindly  and  generously 
donated  by  Dr.  H.  H.  Thorpe,  of  Liberty  Hill. 

Dr.  Thorpe  is  one  of  the  oldest,  as  well  as  most  active  and  ster- 
ling member  in  the  organization,  and  a  staunch  friend  of  this  Jour- 
nal. We  desire  here  and  now,  for  ourself,  and  on  the  part  of  the 
Association,  to  thank  the  Doctor  most  cordially  for  this  thoughtful 
and  generous  act.  We  doubt  if  there  is  another  complete  set  to  be 
had  for  love  or  money,  and  in  light  of  this,  the  gift  is  one  of  ines- 
timable value.  In  token  of  our  appreciation  of  these  volumes,  we 
shall  have  the  whole  uniformly  bound,  with  the ''Transactions  for 
1885  and  1886,"  for  preservation  in  the  library  of  the  Association. 

Dr.  F.  E.  Yoakum,  of  Greenville,  whose  letter  from  Chicago  will 
be  found  in  our  correspondence  department,  promises  for  next 
issue  an  account  of  the  treatment  for  granulation  of  the  lids  and 
for  pannis,  as  practiced  by  the  leading  specialists  of  Chicago. 
The  Doctor  is  at  the  Illinois  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  where  he  has 
excellent  opportunities  for  witnessing  the  treatment  and  operations 
by  such  eminent  instructors  as  Prof.  Hotz  and  his  colleagues,  and 
his  letters  will  be  full  of  interest,  not  only  to  eye  and  ear  special- 
ists, but  to  the  general  practitioner  :  for  here,  in  Texas,  the  "  gen- 
eral practioner  "  has  to  be  a  "  specialist,"  well  up  in  all  branches. 
Read  what  the  press  say  of  our  "Transactions."  The  Texas  doc 
tors  are  by  some  looked  on  as  leaders  in  scientific  investigations. 

Important  Notice  to  the  Surgeons  of  Texas. — The  commit- 
tee on  the  "Collection  of  Reports  of  Surgical  Operations  in 
Texas"  desire  us  to  request  gentlemen  who  propose  to  furnish  them 
reports,  to  do  so  without  delay  :  and  especially  to  impress  upon 
them  to  state  in  their  reports,  under  "Amputations,"  whether  "cir- 
cular" or  "flap,"  "primary"  or  "secondary,"  etc.  Blanks  have  been 
very  generally  distributed,  and  may  be  had  on  application  to  the 
chairman  and  compiler,  Dr.  Geo.  Cupples,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Errata. — In  consequence  of  illness  of  the  Editor  last  month, 
the  proof  did  not  have  the  usual  careful  attention,  and  Dr.  Tyner, 
being  professionally  occupied,  could  not  revise  the  proof  of  his  art- 
icle thoroughly  ;  in  consequence  of  which  there  are  several  morti- 
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fying  errors  in  his  excellent  article  on  "Diseases  of  the  Eye  and 
Other  Reflexes  Due  to  Errors  of  Refraction."  And  Dr.  Perkins,  in 
his  practical  and  interesting  paper  on  "  Malarial  Hematuria,"  was 
made  to  give  "calomel  and  antimony.  '  Antimony  he  never  pre- 
scribes in  this  disease. 

Transactions  Texas  State  Medical  Ass'x,  1887 — Opinion-  of 
thePress. — "A  fine  volume  of  437  pages,  containing  many  valua- 
ble articles.  Preserved  reports  of  this  kind  will  furnish  excellent 
mile-stones  by  which  to  measure  the  yearly  progress  of  the  profes- 
sion. '*  Three  Years  with  Electricity"  is  a  most  valuable  paper. 
We  congratulate  the  author,  Dr.  Paine.  "Antisepsis"  is  thoroughly 
treated  in  the  surgical  section.  We  wonder  what  will  be  new  in 
the  next  report.  Probably  ichthyol,  saccharine,  salol,  strophantus,, 
and,  no  doubt,  some  valuable  ideas  not  dreamed  of  at  the  present 
time,  unless  it  may  be  by  the  experimentor,  who  patiently  bides 
his  time." 

We  take  the  following  from  The 'Weekly  Medical  Review  : 
"Texas,  the  Russia  of  America,  with  its  territory  so  vast  that  a 
line  drawn  through  its  greatest  diameter  would  extend  from  New 
Orleans  to  Chicago,  and  its  area  so  great  that  all  the  people  in  the 
United  States  would  come  far  from  crowding  it,  again  comes  to  the 
front  with  its  State  Medical  Association  Transactions.  They  form 
an  immense  volume  of  interesting  reading  matter,  extending  over 
450  pages.  Texas  has  always  been  known  as  a  hard-working  State 
in  her  medical  societies." — PhiladelpJiia  Medical  and  Surgical  Re- 
porter. 

"  This  bulky  volume  contains  over  thirty-eight  papers  and  ad- 
dresses. It  was  promptly  issued,  and  in  excellent  shape.  *  *  * 
The  papers  and  addresses  indicate  a  decided  improvement  upon 
those  of  several  years  since.  The  increasing  culture  of  the  big 
State  is  being  made  apparent  in  the  work  of  its  representative 
medical  men.  The  Texas  doctors  have  energy  and  pluck,  and  are 
sure  to  make  such  other  advances  as  to  put  to  shame  the  profession 
of  States  presenting  far  better  opportunities." — American  Lancet. 

[The  above  are  only  samples  of  many  kind  words.  The  medical 
press  have  been  very  complimentary  in  their  notices  of  our 
"Transactions,"  and  as  one  of  the  publishing  committee  we  beg  to 
tender  our 'grateful  acknowledgements. — Ed.] 
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LEONARD  WEBER,  M  D.  A.  F.  WILLMARTH,  Esq. 

J.  MARION  SI. VIS,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.*  I    W.  A.  BUTLER,  Esy. 

Hon.  BENJAMIN  F.  TRACY.  GEORGE  B.  GRIN  NELL,  ESQ. 
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FACULTY : 

James  R.  Leaming.  M.  D.—  Emeritus-Prof essor  of  Diseases  of  the  Chest  and  Ph\  sical 
Diignosis  ;  Special  Consulting-  Physician  in  Chest  Disease  to  St.  Luke  s  Hospital  ; 
President  of  the  Faoulty. 

John  H.  Ripley,  w.  D.— Professor  of  the  Diseases  of  Ohildrrn  to  Charity  Hospital  ; 
Physician  to  St.  Francis  Hospital. 

R.  C.  M.  Page,  M.  D.— Professor  of  General  Medicine  and  Diseases  of  the  Chest;  Phy- 
sician to  Northwestern  Dispensary 

Landon  Carter  Gray,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  Sys- 
tem ;  Attending- Physician  to  Department  of  Mental  and  Nervous  Diseases  to  St. 
JViary's  Hospital  (Brooklyn.) 

M.  Allen  Stark,  .•.  D.— Professor  of  Disease  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System; 
Visiting  Physician,  Deinilt  dispensary,  Department  of  Nervous  Disease. 

A.  R.  Robinson,  M.  D  —Professor  of  Dermatology  ;  Professor  of  Normal  and  Patho- 
logical Histology  in  the  Woman's  Medical  College. 

Edward  B.  Bronson,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Dermatology  ;  Visiting  Physician  Charity 
Hospita1,  Department  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin. 

John  A.  Wyeth,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Surgery;  Visiting  Surgeon  to  Mt.  Sinai  Hos- 
pital ;  Secretary  of  the  Faculty. 

A.  G.  Gerster,  M,  D.  Proiessor  of  Surgery;  Visiting  Surgeon  to  German  and  Mt. 
Sinai  Hospitals. 

V.  P.  Giiiney,  .VI.  D.— Professor  of  Orthopaedic  Surgery;  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  to  the 
Nursery  and  Child's  Hospital,  Surgeon  in  chief  to  the  Hospital  for  Ruptured  and 
Crippled. 

Paul  F  Munde,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Gynecology;  Gynaecologist  to  Mt.  Sinai 
Hospital. 

W.  Gill  Wylie,  M.  D.— Professor  of  Gynaecology ;  Gymecologist  to  Bellevue  Hospital 
Surgeon  to  St.  Elizabeth  Hospital. 

James  B.  Hunter,  M.  D  — Professor  of  Gynaecology;  Surgeon  to  the  Woman's  Hos- 
pital; Consulting  Surgeon  to  New  York  Infirmary  for  Women  and  Children. 

Emil  Grukning,  M.  D  —Professor  of  Ophthalmology ;  Visiting  Ophthalmologist  to  Mt. 
Sinai  Hospital;  to  the  German  Hospital. 

David  Webster,  M.  D—  Professof  of  ophthalmology;  Surgeon  to  the  Manhattan  Eye 
and  Ear  Hospital. 

I).  Mkvson  Delavan.  M.  D —Professor  of  Laryngology  and  Rhinology;  Visiting 
Laryngologist  to  Demilt  Dispensary. 

Joskph  W.  Cleitsmann.  M.  D.— Professor  of  Laryngology  and  Rhinology;  Laryngol- 
ogist and  Otologist  to  the  German  Dispensary. 

QrenD.  Pomeroy,  M.  D.— Professor  of  otology:  Surgeon  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear 
Hospital;  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  New  York  Infants'  Asylum. 

The  New  Y.  rk  P  lyclinicIs  strictly  a  School  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
it  is  the  pioneer  Dost-graduate  School  in  the  United  States,  having  been  organized  in 
1880-  81  and  opened  in  882.  There  were  Hit  graduates  in  the  class  of  1882-3;  8i  in  th 
class  of  '883-4.  229  in  the  class  of  '884-5;  240  in  the  class  of  '885-6,  and  301  in  the  class 
of  1886-7— in  all  ■  ■  13.  There  are  no  Didactic  Lectures.  Xon*1  but  Practitioners 
are  admitted,  and  the  classes  are  limited,  so  that  each  case  may  be  minutely  and 
leisurely  examined  and  thoroughly  understood. 

Clinical  instruction  is  given  at  the  Polyclinic  and  in  the  various  Hospitals  with 
which  the  Faculty  are  connected. 

Physicians  will  be  admitted  at  any  date.  Summer  Session,  from  June  '.  to  Septem- 
ber t  ,  1S87.    Winter  Session,  from  September  2<),  18S7,  to  June  1,  '888. 

JOHN  A.  WYETH,  Secretary  of  the  Faculty. 

214  and  2  Hi  Rast  34th  Street.  New  York  City. 

EDWARD  A.  AYERS,  M.  D.,  Assistant  Secretary. 


^tfTl$E      01  »fiifffw^P^  prepared  com&tnatiow  of  31Tcat-covi.-jer{iucj,  cFat-  cov-ue-tt* 
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✓  of  €lci^)a  afvua-ys  p*ei>evtt  tvi  tke  ftcaftftij  svtonuicft.     3t  i»  a  -moat  uatuciCik  &icjeotii<ic| 

o^iit,  onb  SUPERIOR  TO  PEPSIN  ALONE."-Prof.  ATTFIELD,  Ph.  D.,  F.R.S.,  &C, 

of  Practical  Chemistry  to  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain. 
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LACTOPEPTINE. 

The  most  important  Remedial  Agent  ever  Ptsened  to  the  Profession,  for 
DYSPEPSIA,  VOMITING  IN  PREGNANCY, 
CHOLERA  INFANTUM, 

CONSTIPATION,  and  all  diseases  arising  from  imperfect  nutrition. 

LACTOPEPTINE  IN  CHOLERA  INFANTUM 

We  desire  to  call  special  attention  to  the  great  va'uc  of  Laetjovep-ioe  in  Cholera  Infantum, 
and  other  intestinal  troubles  incident  to  the  heated  term. 

Send  address  for  our  Medicai  Almanac,  caiiia>n'Ug  valuable  Information. 

THE  NEW  YORK  PHARMACAL  ASSOCIATION. 
P.  0.  Eox  1574.  New  York. 
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Advertisers'  JsTotices. 

The  Austin*  Sanitarium.  This  Institution  is  advertised  in  the 
Journal  this  isrue.  The  names  of  Hadra,  McLaughiin  and  Tyner 
are  sufficient  recommendation  to  the  profession  of  Texas.  The  es- 
tablishment is  incorporated,  some  of  the  wealthiest  citizens  of  Aus- 
tin being  large  stockholders.,  and  it  starts  out  under  the  most  fa- 
vorable auspices  for  success.  Within  the  few  weeks  since  it  was 
opened  quite  a  number  of  the  gravest  operations  have  been  per- 
formed successfully,  including  laparatomies;  one  this,  week  for  Tart's 
operation.  Physicians  in  the  interior  who  are  not  equipped  for  the 
treatment  of  case's  requiring  such  operations  can,  with  confidence, 
-send  their  patients  to  the  Infirmary,  with  the  assurance  of  every 
professional  courtesy  to  themselves,  as  well  as  of  the  best  care  and 
highest  skill  to  their  patients. 

The  New  Orleans  Polyclinic  is  advertised  in  this  issue.  We 
direct  attention  to  it,  and  can  say  with  confidence  that  nowhere  in 
the  South  could  be  found  better  clinical  advantages  or  teach- 
ing talent  necessary  to  make  such  an  undertaking  a  success. 
The  gentlemen  in  charge  are  all  well  and  favorably  known  in  their 
several  departments.    Mention  this  Journal. 

Rub  1  nat  Condal.  The  advertisement  of  this  celebrated  Water 
appears  in  this  issue.  For  constipation  and  flatulent  dyspepsia  it  is 
said  to  be  unsurpassed.  New  York  office,  80  Beaver  Street.  Men- 
tion this  Journal. 

Scott  &  Bownes'  attractive  advertisement  can  scarcely  fail  to 
arrest  attention — headed  During  the  Winter.  It  is  "  during  the 
winter"  that  their  well  known  Scott's  Emulsion  gets  in  its  most 
brilliant  work  on  coughs  and  colds.    Mention  the  Journal. 


"As  Proud  as  a  Peacock."  The  Peacock  Chemical  Company 
may  well  be  proud  of  the  reputation  their  "  Bromides"  have  made 
with  the  medical  profession.     They  are  reliable. 
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The  Kidder  Electro-Medical  Apparatus  and  appliances  and 
instruments,  have  been  awarded  the  medal  for  superiority  by  the 
American  Institute  of  New  York  over  several  competitors. 

The  Oxygen,  Nitrogen,  Monoxide  and  Hydrogen  dioxide  or 
portable  oxygen  manufactured  and  offered  for  sale  by  Dr.  M.  Peril, 
of  Houston,  Texas,  are  chemically  pure,  and  at  the  same  time  are 
offered  much  cheaper  than  the  same  articles  obtained  from  the 
North.  Another  advantage  is  they  can  be  obtained  in  a  few  hours, 
thus  avoiding  loss  by  transportation  from  a  distance,  and  at  a  sav- 
ing in  express  charges.  See  advertisement  and  mention  the  Jour- 
nal. 


Attention  is  invited  to  the  new  and  attractive  advertisement  of 
the  Chrystaline  Phosphate,  by  the  Provident  Chemical  Works,  St. 
Louis.    In  ordering  please  mention  the  Journal. 


Iowa  comes  to  the  front  in  this  issue,  and  the  enterprising  house 
of  Willis  H.  Davis,  the  well  known  dealer  in  Surgical  Instruments 
and  Appliances  makes  a  bid  for  Texas  patronage,  by  offering  supe- 
rior goods,  and  at  attractive  prices,  offering  to  duplicate  order  else- 
where filled  for  same  quality  of  goods. 


The  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College  renews  its  adver- 
tisement for  1888.  It  were  as  superfluous  to  puff  this  institution  as 
to  attempt  to  "paint  the  lilly." 

Snowden!  The  enterprising  and  well  known  Surgical  Instru- 
ments manufacturer  and  dealer,  of  Philadelphia,  has  an  eagle  eye 
to  the  wants  of  his  constituents,  the  doctors,  and  as  soon  as  a  new 
instrument  is  invented,  or  an  old  one  improved  upon,  it  is  scarcely 
pictured  in  the  Journals  before  Snowden  has  it  on  sale.  He  is- 
alive,  and  don't  you  forget  it.  Write  to  him  for  anything  from  a 
hypodermic  needle  to  a  surgical  engine,  and  you  will  get  the  best 
to  be  had. 


Hydroline  has  now  weathered  the  storms  of  many  winters;  has 
stood  the  crucial  test  of  thorough  trial  in  hundreds  of  cases — has- 
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foeen  weighed  and  found  not  wanting.  The  proprietors,  Messrs.  C. 
X.  Crittenden  &  Co,,  sole  agents,  advertise  it  on  our  third  cover 
page.    Please  mention  this  Journal. 

Thk  New  York  Polyclinic — that  well-known  Mecca  of  medical 
men — makes  an  announcement  in  this  issue,  which  will  interest 
Texas  doctors.  This  great  institution  is,  perhaps,  the  most  exten- 
sive of  its  kind  in  America,  having  an  immense  corps  of  trained 
instructors  in  every  branch,  and  access  to  the  clinical  facilities  of 
nearly  all  public  and  private  hospitals  and  dispensaries  in  New 
York.  Last  year  the  faculty  expended  six  thousand  dollars  in  lab- 
oratory outfit  alone.  At  the  present  time  we  could  name  about  a 
dozen  of  our  friends  and  subscribers  who  are  brushing  up  at  the 
Polyclinic,  and  whose  Journal  is  regularly  mailed  to  them  to  the 
•care  of  the  courteous  and  irrepressible  Dean,  Prof.  Wyeth.  Apro- 
pos, Wyeth's  Surgery  has  gone  through  six  editions  in  nine  months, 
an  unprecedented  occurrence.    Write  to  Dr.  Wyeth  for  catalogue. 

Dr.  F.T.  Paine,  who  may  be  considered  the  pioneer  of  electro- 
therapeutics in  Texas,  and  many  of  his  friends  who  are  enthusias- 
tic in  the  cause,  use  Kidder's  battery  and  appliances,  and  will  have 
no  other.  The  general  testimony  of  all  who  have  used  them  is, 
that  they  are  efficacious  in  the  cure  of  disease,  and  more  durable 
than  other  makes.    Mention  this  Journal  in  ordering. 

The  uncertain  strength  of  Coca  leaves  makes  this  drug  very 
unreliable,  unless  a  preparation  is  used  which  we  know  to  be  made 
from  a  good  leaf.  "  Robinson's  Wine  Coca"  is  prepared  by  per- 
colating assayed  Coca  leaves  with  Malaga  Wine,  and  has  always 
been  found  entirely  satisfactory. 

Antiseptic  Treatment  of  Intestinal  Affections. — In  an  art- 
icle on  Intestinal  Antiseptics,  by  D.  X.  Kinsman,  M.  D.,  appearing 
in  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  July  3,  1886, 
the  author  points  out  that  the  natural  processes  of  fermentation  and 
putrefaction  going  on  in  normal  digestion  are  so  changed  in  dys- 
pepsia and  other  forms  of  intestinal  disease  as  to  produce  poison- 
ous alkaloids,  which  are  the  cause  of  the  symptoms  developed  in 
such  disorders. 
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The  researches  of  Prof.  Vaughn,  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
in  which  tyrotoxicon  has  been  shown  to  be  the  cause  of  ice  cream 
poisoning,  which  are  still  fresh  in  the  minds  of  medical  readers, 
have  thrown  still  more  light  on  the  etiology  of  intestinal  affections, 
and  made  apparent  the  importance  of  intestinal  antisepis  as  a 
method  of  treatment. 

To  facilitate  such  treatment  we  learn  that  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 
have  recently  added  to  their  list  an  Intestinal  Antiseptic  Pill,  the 
formula  of  which  is  as  follows  :  Mercury  Protiodide,  1-8  gr.;  Podo- 
phyllin,  i-i6gr.;  Aloin,  1-16  gr.;  Ext.  Nux  Vomica,  1-16  gr.;  Ext. 
Henbane,  1-16  gr. 

Phospho-Muriate  of  Quinine  Comp. — The  attention  of  phy- 
sicians is  asked  to  this  comparatively  newproduction  of  The  Chas. 
H.  Phillips'  Chem.  Co.  It  is  a  combination  of  the  phosphates 
with  quinine,  iron  and  strychnia,  the  muriate  salt  of  quinine  being 
used  because  of  its  superiority  over  the  sulphate  or  bi-sulphate. 

The  phosphates  act  particularly  well  in  connection  with  the 
above  tonics  in  conditions  of  debility  and  waste,  so  that  the  appli- 
cability of  this  preparation  to  a  large  class  of  ailments  will  sug- 
gest itself. 


Wanted.  Our  file  is  short  for  July  and  September,  present 
series.  In  our  endeavor  to  accommodate  all  comers,  and  to  sup- 
ply the  demand  by  new  subscribers,  we  have  robbed  ourselves  to 
destitution.  If  any  kind  hearted  and  considerate  subscriber  has 
duplicates,  or  can  spare  us  the  following  numbers,  we  will  be 
greatly  obliged,  and  will  advance  subscription  correspondingly  : 
that  is,  six  weeks  extension  of  paid  subscription  for  each  copy, 
to-wit  :         Three  copies  of  July  1887 — Vol.  3,  No.  1. 

Two  copies  of  September  1887 — Vol.  3,  No.  3. 
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Published  Monthly  Subscription  $2.00  a  Jea^. 


Vol.  v  AUSTIN,  FEBRUARY,  1888.  No.  8. 


By  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  this  Journal  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of  the 
Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


pRIGINAL  ^f^TICLES. 

^^CONTRIBUTED  EXCLUSIVELY  TO  THIS  JOURNAL. IS® 


The  Articles  in  this  Department  are  accepted  and  published  with  the  understanding 
that  we  are  not  responsible  for,  nor  do  we  indorse  the  views  and  opinions  of  the  writer* 
~bu  so  doing. 


THE  TREATMENT  OF  DENGUE,  CHOLERA.  INFANTUM,  ETC. 

By  T.  f.  Heard,  M.  D.,  Galveston,  Texas,  late  Prof.  TJieory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine,  Tulane  University  of  La. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  .Medical  Jouanal. 

FIFTY  years  ago,  when  I  commenced  to  practice  medicine  in 
the  town  of  Washington,  on  the  Brazos,  I  knew  but  little  of 
either  theory  or  practice;  but,  really,  I  had  as  much  of  certainty 
as  regards  therapeutics  and  pathology  as  I  have  to-day,  because  in 
this  day  the  medical  world  seems  to  be  at  sea  in  regard  to  facts  — 
statements  made  are  so  contradictory.  If  you  think  it  worth  while, 
accept  from  me  one  fact  in  reference  to  the  treatment  of  dengue 
fever.  Some  of  my  medical,  friends  have  had  a  hearty  laugh  at 
my  expense,  by  saying  they  would  have  my  prescription  prepared 
very  carefully  and  then  throw  it  out  of  the  window.    For  such 
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parties  I  am  not  writing — they  are  already  too  wise.    The  prepa- 


tion  is  as  follows: 

Castor  Oil  2  ounces. 

Spirits  Turpentine  1  drachm. 

Paregoric  2  " 

Glycerine  2  " 


Water  enough  to  make  3  ounces.  *  Mix. 
Give  one-third  of  the  mixture  in  two  table-spoonsful  of  warm 
water  every  fourth  hour,  until  freely  purged. 

As  a  matter  of  course,  hot  foot-baths  and  warm  teas  are  to  be 
used  concurrently  with  the  above.  As  soon  as  free  perspiration  is 
established,  the  pains  will  be  measurably  relieved,  and  when  the 
bowels  are  freely  moved  the  fever  will  pass  off.  In  one  or  two 
days  the  fever  usually  recurs.  Repeat  the  above  remedy  and  it 
will  control  the  fever,  as  in  the  first  instance.  The  usual  precau- 
tions should  be  used  in  regard  to  diet,  exposure,  etc. 

Oue  word  in  regard  to  the  sedative  and  alterative  effect  of  calo- 
mel. Cholera  infantum  is  the  bane  of  our  country,  and  nothing, 
in  the  course  of  my  experience,  acts  so  well  as  calomel  when 
properly  prepared — as,  for  instance,  in  the  following: 

Take  calomel,  1  grain  ;  fine  crystalized  sugar,  1  drachm  ;  levi- 
gate in  a  clean  mortar  until  reduced  to  the  finest  powder  ;  divide 
into  20  powders;  throw  one  dry  on  the  tongue  every  15,  30  or  60 
minutes  ;  with  each  powder  give  one  teaspoonful  of  cold  water. 
The  severity  of  the  disease  will  determine  the  frequency  of  the 
doses.  Usually  two  or  three  will  stop  the  vomiting,  and  as  soon 
as  the  bowels  respond  to  the  calomel  the  fever  will  pass  off. 

Now,  the  question  is,  what  do  I  mean  by  responding?  I  mean 
dark-green,  semi-consistent  actions,  and,  though  the  irritability  of 
the  stomach  may  be  controlled,  the  remedy  should  be  continued 
at  longer  intervals  (say  every  hour)  until  the  last  named  effect  is 
produced. 

Permit  me  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to  malarial  fevers.  My  old 
friend,  Dr.  Niblett,  late  of  Grimes  county,  whose  memory  I  revere, 
some  forty  years  ago  gave  me  the  following  pill,  which  I  have  used 
with  much  satisfaction  : 

Blue  Mass,  Quinine  and  Comp.  Ext.  Colocynth,  each. .  1  drachm. 

Oil  of  Black  Pepper  10  drops. 

Glycerine,  sufficient  quantity.    Mix,  and  make  3o  pills. 
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Two  pills  every  three  hours  until  freely  purged,  when  the  fever 
will  pass  off. 

Then,  as  a  restorative,  use  the  following  : 

Sulphate  of  Iron,  Sulphate  of  Quinine,  each  1  drachm. 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia  2  ounces. 

Sulphuric  Acid  Dilute  i}i  ounces. 

Water  sufficient  to  make  8  ounces.  Mix. 

One  to  two  teaspoonfuls  in  half  a  glass  of  water,  before  meals. 

This,  with  ordinary  care,  will  not  only  restore  the  patient  soon 
to  health,  but  will  prevent  the  visceral  engorgements  consequent 
upon  malarial  fever. 

More  anon  of  early  recollections. 

Galveston,  January  18,  1888. 


REMOVAL  OF  A  SHOT  FROM  THE  EYE  SIX  MONTHS  AFTER 

ENTRY. 


By  Wm.  Cast  on,  M.  D.,  Corsicana,  Texas. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

DURING  last  February  Mr.  M.  while  out  with  several  friends 
hunting  birds,  in  the  act  of  shooting  with  gun  to  right 
shoulder  and  left  eye  eloped,  a  glancing  shot  from  the  gun  of  one 
of  the  party  struck  the  nasal  side  of  the  cornea  of  his  open  right 
eye,  causing  great  pain  and  immediate  loss  of  vision  in  that  eye- 
The  physician  who  saw  him  a  few  hours  later,  described  the  cor- 
nea as  presenting  all  the  appearance  of  the  shot  having  entered 
and  passed  through  the  eye  from  the  inner  or  nasal  side  of  the 
cornea  to  the  outer  or  temporal  side  of  the  ciliary  region,  the  point 
of  entrance  being  jagged,  and  protruded  therefrom  a  white  viscid 
substance.  Not  seeing  the  case  at  that  time,  I  can  form  a  very 
poor  conception  of  its  appearance.  Seven  weeks  after  the  acci- 
dent I  obtained  the  forgoing  history  from  the  patient,  and  careful-* 
ly  examining  the  eye, finding  considerable  sub-conjunctival  injection 
at  the  outer  ciliary  margin,  but  limited  to  a  small  space,  the  cor- 
nea comparatively  clear,  showing  only  a  haziness  where  the  shot 
was  said  to  have  struck,  the  iris  dull  and  lustreless  and  pupil  nar- 
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rowed  and  sluggish,  in  fact  all  the  ordinary  appearance  of  iritis, 
which  had  existed  since  the  receipt  of  the  injury.  Through  the 
contracted  pupil  could  be  plainly  seen  an  opaque  lens.  What  the 
treatment  had  been,  I  did  not  learn  or  have  forgotten,  except  that 
a  patch  had  been  worn  over  the  eye  constantly  and  some  drops  in- 
stilled into  it,  principally  cocaine,  with  possibly,  atropine,  but  evi- 
dently not  sufficient  to  over  come  the  contractions  of  the  pupil.  I 
decided  the  shot  had  not  entered  the  eye,  but  glanced  and  so 
wounded  the  point  of  present  redness  as  to  set  u^  iritis  and  pro- 
duce traumatic  cataract,  and  advised  the  treatment  accordingly. 

I  saw  no  more  of  the  case,  he  remaining  under  the  treatment  of 
the  physician  who  first  saw  him  till  August  15,  nearly  five  months 
later,  when  he  again  presented  himself  at  my  office,  and  said  the 
shot  was  in  his  eye  and  could  now  be  seen,  which  I  found  to  be 
true  on  examination.     Rolling  freely  around  in  the  clear  aqueous 
of  the  anterior  chamber  as  bright  and  smooth  and  almost  as  spher- 
ical as  new,  not  seeming  to  have  caused  the  least  irritation,  was  the 
object  of  all  this  man's  suffering.    He  said  he  had  continued  the 
treatment  he  was  under  when  last  at  my  office,  adding  blue  glasses 
as  I  advised  at  the  time,  in  place  of  the  patch;  had  suffered  a  great 
deal  and  used  much  cocaine  in  the  eye,  and  morphine  internally, 
up  to  within  two  months  of  the  present  time,  when  all  inflamma- 
tory symptoms  seemed  to  subsides  and  the  eye  had  given  him  no 
special  annoyance  since;  though  he  could  not  see  with  it,  till 
several  weeks  past,  when  ne  began  to  perceive  light,  and  now 
could  discover  large  objects.  The  shot  had  rolled  forward  through 
the  pupil  without  his  knowledge  and  he  had  no  intimation  of  it 
before  his  attention  was  called  to  it  by  a  bystander,  though  evi- 
dently it  had  not  occupied  its  present  position  long,  as  subsequent 
events  would  indicate.    There  was  as  I  have  said,  apparently  not 
the  slightest  irritation,  the  aqueous  being  perfectly  clear,  the  iris 
bright  and  no  conjunctival  disturbance,  but  the  point  of  entry  of 
the  shot  was  now  plainly  marked  by  a  dense  leucoma,  and  under 
oblique  illumination,  secondary  cataract  of  the  posterior  capsule 
of  lens  was  evident,  which  probably  accounted  for  impairment  of 
vision.    I  advised  an  operation  for  immediate  removal  of  the  shot. 
He  had  been  advised  by  his  physician  "  to  wait  its  gravitation," 
"when,"  he  said  "it  would  be  easier  to  remove,  and  the  incision 
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which  would  leave  a  permanent  scar  would  not  have  to  be  made 
over  the  sight,"  and  my  advice  was  not  accepted. 

The  following  day  he  was  at  my  office  early,  complaining  of  pain 
and  uneasiness  in  the  eye.  The  shot  had  "gravitated,"  and  lay 
buried  in  the  iris  at  the  most  dependent  point  of  the  anterior 
chamber,  being  dimly  seen  through  the  now  cloudy  aqueous;  the 
iris  was  dull,  and  cornea  surrounded  by  the  characteristic  zone  of 
injected  blood  vessels.  Iritis  was  fully  developed.  After  fortify- 
ing myself  with  a  doubtful  prognosis  as  to  the  results  from  an  ope- 
ration, at  the  same  time  assuring  the  patient  it  was  the  only  alter- 
native, at  his  request  I  proceeded  under  cocaine  to  remove  the 
shot  by  introducing  a  kerotome  at  the  lower  schlero-corneal  junc- 
tion so  as  the  edge  of  the  incision  would  just  reach  the  shot,  hop- 
ing to  be  able  to  grasp  and  withdraw  it  with  a  delicate  pair  of  for- 
ceps,knowing  it  would  no  longer  roll  out  with  the  escape  of  aqueous 
as  I  was  satisfied  it  would  have  done  the  day  previous  before  inflam- 
mation set  up.  After  several  vain  attempts  at  extraction  with  for- 
ceps, having  as  often  enlarged  the  first  incision  with  sciss  rs,  the 
shot  passed  through  the  iris  in  which  it  had  imbeded  itself,  and 
disappeared  in  the  posterior  chamber;  the  pressure  of  the  non- 
collapsed  cornea  assisting  my  forceps  to  force  it  through.  Placing 
the  patient  in  the  upright  position,  I  could  see  the  shot  under  oblique 
illumination  as  it  rolled  to  the  most  dependent  point.  Introducing 
a  David's  spoon  and  passing  it  under,  a  No.  7  shot  rolled  out' 
and  dropped  on  the  floor. 

After  closing  an  extensive  iridectomy,  removing  all  the  mutilated 
iris,  I  applied  ice  cloths.  I  could  not  hope  to  escape  now  a  very  se- 
rious reaction,  inflammation  being  already  developed;  but  with 
alternate  hot  and  cold  applications  cocaine,  and  atropia  in  the 
eye  and  during  the  paroxysms  of  pain,  leeches  to  the  temple  with 
hypodermic  injections  of  morphine  as  necessary,  in  thre~  weeks  he 
was  again  able  to  attend  my  office,  but  has  never  been  able  to  see 
with  the  eye,  the  pupil  being  now  occluded,  as  well  as  the  calabo- 
ma  of  iris  made  in  the  iridectomy  by  inflammatory  products. 

I  was  not  aware  before  this  case  came  under  my  observation, 
that  a  foreign  body  could  remain  so  long — not  encapsulated — in 
the  eye,  without  completely  destroying  it,  and  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve in  this  instance  that  the  body  was  not  encapsulated.    It  re- 


DAMEL  b  1EXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


mained  undiscovered  for  more  than  six  months,  and  after  subsi- 
dence of  the  inflammation  immediately  following  the  injury,  the 
patient  himself  was  not  cognizant  of  its  presence,  experiencing  no 
unusual  sensation  from  its  rolling  around  in  the  lens  chamber 
where  it  had  undoubtedly  been  since  its  entrance,  causing  gradual 
disintegration  solution  and  absorption  of  the  lens  matter,  and 
where  it  would  probably  have  never  caused  further  trouble,  a  toler- 
ance for  its  presence  being  formed,  had  it  remained,  and  after  pass- 
ing forward  through  the  pupil  into  the  anterior  chamber,  it  created 
no  disturbance  until  it  had  lodged  itself  and  been  pressed  by  the 
cornea  into  the  substance  of  the  iris.  Cases  are  recorded  where 
foreign  bodies  have  remained  a  much  longer  time — encapsulated — 
in  the  anterior  chamber  without  exciting  serious  injury.  Saemish 
records  one  where  he  removed  a  fragment  of  stone  from  the  ante- 
rior chamber  twelve  years  after  its  entering.  It  had  originally 
been  lodged  in  the  lens  as  the  shot  in  the  present  instance,  and 
after  absorption  of  the  lens,  fell  forward  into  the  anterior  chamber,, 
but 'remained  attached  to  the  lens  capsule  by  a  filament  of  the 
tissue  encapsulating  it. 

DeWecker  also  notes  a  similar  extraction  after  fourteen  years 
stay  in  the  same  position  before  exciting  injury,  but  in  these  cases 
the  body  was  encapsulated,  and  in  this  as  I  have  said,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve it  was.  I  report  this  case  thus  in  detail,  because  I  have  seen 
no  exactly  parallel  one  recorded. 

January  12,  188S. 


Y  REASONS  for  contributing  this  article  to  your  Journal 


|\/|  and  for  its  many  readers  are,  that  from  what  I  have  read  in 
several  text  books  and  heard  from  many  physicians,  the  above  dis- 
eased condition,  or  Pleurodynia,  as  I  think  best  to  term  it,  is  very 
little  understood,  and  as  poorly  treated;  and  again,  it  is  very  often, 
and  I  might  say,  most  generally  called  by  some  other  name  or 
names,  as,  for  instance,  in  Naphey's  Medical  Therapeutics  it  is 
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called  an  intercostal  neuralgia.  In  Reynolds'  System  of  Medicine 
it  is  called  an  intercostal  rheumatism,  or  pleurodynia,  and  very 
justly  I  think.  In  Thomas'  Dictionary  it  is  denned  as  intercostal 
rheumatism.  So  much  for  three  leadirfg  text  books  on  medicine 
Among  some  of  my  neighboring  physicians  it  is  called  Pleurisy; 
others  have  called  it  Angina  Pectoris;  others  still  call  itPneumonia; 
especially  if  there  is  any  bronchial,  laryngeal,  or  any  of  the  com- 
mon cough  or  colds  or  symptoms  attending  it. 

But  enough  for  the  name.  I  will  now  endeavor  to  describe  sev- 
eral cases  of  that  disease,  with  my  plan  of  treatment.  Among  my 
patients  during  the  present  weather,  and  especially  since  the  very 
cold  and  damp  weather  of  the  past  six  or  seven  weeks,  there  has 
occurred  eight  cases  of  Pleurodynia,  or  intercostal  rheumatism, 
which  ever  you  wish  to  call  it.  A  history  of  a  single  case  with  all 
the  common  symptoms  will  suffice  for  all  eight,  as  the  symptoms 
of  one  were  present  in  all,  with  very  few  unimportant  exceptions. 
In  all  these  eight  cases  I  was  called  very  hurriedly  and  urgently. 

On  arriving  at  the  patients'  place  I  invariably.found  them  in  a  sit- 
ting posture  complaining  of  great  pains  in  and  around  the  heart,  or 
in  close  proximity  to  the  heart,  with  almost  an  inability  to  get  a 
good  breath.  The  patient  would  tell  me  between  gasps  that  if  I 
did  not  relieve  him  soon  that  this  could  not  last  much  longer, 
and  that  they  believed  they  had  heart  disease  or  asthma;  their  res- 
piration was  short  and  shallow,  countenance  bleached  or  sallow, 
eyes  protruded  and  dark  circles  around  them,  no  fever  in  a  single 
case;  heart  movements  a  little  accelerated,  with  some  pulse  excite- 
ment; no  cough  or  soreness  of  throat,  no  dizziness,  or  coating  on 
tongue;  some  chilliness  or  coldness  of  skin;  bowels  and  kidneys 
rather  obstructed,  and  especially  the  bowels;  in  most  of  the  pa- 
tients the  bowels  had  not  acted  for  several  days,  the  kidneys  had 
acted  very  well  in  all,  but  urine  was  high  colored  and  burning  in 
passing;  appetite  various,  sometimes  voracious  and  at  other  times 
none,  but  all  could  eat  some  at  their  regular  meal  times.  On  get- 
ting a  previous  history  of  their  cases,  all  described  among  the  first 
symptoms  a  condition  of  cervicodynia,  with  now  and  then  lum- 
bodynia,  or  both.  For  a  day  or  two  preceding  the  attack  of  pleurody- 
nia the  patients  said  that  the  pains  of  the  cervical  and  lumbar  re- 
gions had  left  these  situations,  and  all  had  gathered  or  settled  in  the 
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breast  and  sides,  and  that  these  pains  had  so  changed  during  the 
night,  while  asleep.  At  any  rate,  most  all  the  cases  were  attacked 
during  the  night  after  a  few  hours  of  sleep,  Some  had  arisen  from 
the  bed  in  order  to  procure  more  bed  clothing,  and  would  be  taken 
with  a  rigor,  and  then  the  pleurodynia  would  first  show  itself. 
Others  were  awakened  by  the  very  severe  pains  in  the  chest  and 
shortness  of  breath. 

As  stated  above,  all  of  the  patients  suffered  the  most  excruciat- 
ing pains  in  some  locality  of  the  chest  walls,  most  generally  in  and 
around  the  region  of  the  heart  and  diaphragm.  All  had  shortness 
of  breath,  or  a  suffocating  sensation  and  a  feeling  of  impending 
death.  In  the  case  of  one  of  my  patients  who  had  been  under  an- 
other physicians'  treatment,  the  physician  told  the  friends  of  the 
patient  that  it  was  a  case  of  rheumatism  of  the  heart,  and  that  no 
doubt  the  patient  would  die  soon.  Another  physician  informed 
the  husband  of  a  second  patient  that  she  "had  Angina  Pectoris^ 
and  that  that  disease  had  never  been  cured;  it  was  that  disease 
which  so  suddenly- killed  Professor  L.  P.  Yandell,  of  Louisville, 
Ky."  A  third  physician  told  another  case  that  he  had  dropsy  of 
the  chest,  and  that  in  all  probability  it  would  kill  the  patient  very 
soon. 

All  the  above  mentioned  cases,  with  five  others,  came  under  my 
treatment  and  are  at  this  time  enjoying  the  best  of  health,  and  all 
will  no  doubt  live  out  their  allotted  time.  My  treatment  in  all 
these  cases  was  that  of  purgation,  diuretics  and  diaphoretics,  with 
counter  irritation.  Anodynes  or  treatment  for  pains'did  no  good 
for  the  time  being.  Neither  did  I  use  any  quinine  or  digitalis,  nor 
aconite.    But  my  first  prescription  was: 

Calomel   30  grs 

Aloine   6  " 

Soda  Bicarbonate   15  " 

Divided  into  three  powders  and  one  given  every  three  hours- 
Should  the  powders  fail  to  act  well  and  properly  within  two  hours 
after  giving  the  last  one,  I  would  give  a  tablespoonful  of  Epsom 
«  salts  or  castor  oil;  then,  as  soon  as  the  purgative  medicine  had 

cleaned  out  the  stomach  and  bowels  I  prescribed  the  following 
mixture: 
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Potass  Bicarbonate   3  i 

"      Nitras   3n 

Guaiac  Tinct   %n 

Colchicum  wine   3n 

Buchu  Fid.  Ext   fii 

Mix,  and  give  a  tablespoonful  in  a  wine  glass  of  sweetened  wa- 
ter every  three  hours. 

For  a  counter  irritant  I  invariably  used  a  plaster  of  the  good  old 
Spanish  fly  blistering  ointment,  a  plaster  about  four  by  six  inches 
in  size,  applied  right  between  the  shoulder  blades,  just  below  the 
nape  of  the  neck,  and  allowed  to  remain  on  that  location  three 
hours;  the  plaster  was  then  taken  off  and  an  oiled  cloth  put  over 
the  site  of  the  plaster,  and  there  kept  until  blisters  arose,  which 
would  occur  in  three  hours,  the  blisters  opened  and  dressed  as 
usual.  Just  as  soon  as  the  plaster  would  blister  the  patients  would 
become  free  from  pains,  and  a  general  improvement  would  begin 
at  once.  I  made  the  patients  continue  taking  the  potash  or  alka- 
line mixture  until  all  was  taken,  and  then  I  put  them  on  a  tonic 
like  this: 

Sarsaparilla  Syr.  Comp   4^ 

Iron  Syr.  Iodide   1  " 

Potass  Iodide   v   13 

Cinchona  Tinct.  Comp  ,   4^ 

A  tablespoonful  before  each  meal. 

In  connection  with  this  article  I  hereby  append  an  extract  from 
a  letter  received  yesterday  from  a  very  highly  esteemed  pupil  and 
friend,  Dr.  A.  J.  Rush,  of  Delta  county,  Texas.  In  the  letter  among 
the  reports  of  several  cases  that  he  had  very  recently  had  under 
treatment  he  mentions  one  that  had  been  under  another  physicians' 
treatment.  He  thus  writes: 

"  I  also  took  another  case  from  the  same  doctor,  of  heart  disease. 
The  man  got  up  at  night  to  get  some  more  cover  for  his  bed,  and 
took  a  slight  rigor,  followed  by  severe  pain  around  the  heart.  It 
was  six  miles  to  me  and  only  two  miles  to  the  other  doctor,  so  they 
sent  for  the  nearest  doctor,  the  nearest  doctor  pronouncing  it  neu- 
ralgia or  angina  pectoris,  and  after  two  or  three  days  of  treatment 
from  the  near  doctor  without  any  relief,  [  was  sent  for.  Found 
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heart  very  much  excited;  apex  beat  directly  under  left  nipple. 
There  was  a  little  abnormal  sound  just  prior  to  systolic  contrac- 
tion which  I  found  afterwards  to  be  due  to  the  accelerated  action 
of  the  heart.  He  had  soreness  all  around  the  diaphragmatic  at- 
tachments; had  smothering  spells  and  very  excruciating  pains  in 
the  region  of  the  heart.  So  the  best  I  could  make  out  was  a  rheu- 
matic condition  of  the  heart.  After  detailing  the  treatment  and 
some  other  unimportant  symptoms  Dr.  Rush  asked  me  to  diagnose 
the  case.  I  have  done  so,  and  call  it  pleurodynia,  and  now,  to  you, 
Mr.  Editor,  and  your  many  readers,  I  leave  the  above  article  for 
all  it  is  worth,  and  for  what  it  is  worth,  at  the  same  time,  wishing 
you  all  a  happy  and  successful  new  year. 


A  NOVEL  THEORY  IX  REGARD  TO  AN  ADDITIONAL  FUNCTION 

OF  THE  LITER. 

By  F.  A,  Schmitt,  M.  D.,  Schulenburg,  Texas. 


N  a  late  German  Journal,  I  find  an  article  peculiarly  novel,  which 


1  it  will  perhaps  interest  your  readers  to  become  acquainted  with; 
ideas  some  of  which  strike  me  as  being  exceptionally  sound  and 
worthy  of  consideration. 

Allow  me,  therefore,  the  privilege  of  giving  an  exact  translation, 
and  space  in  your  Journal  for  same. 

The  view  advanced  of  late,  that  all  infections  and  many,  if  not 
all  diseases  are  atributable  to  bactaria  or  otherwise  termed  micro- 
organisms— having  found  access  into  the  system  from  without  and 
which  induce  morbidity  by  multiplying  with  rapidity  and  preying  on 
the  system  for  their  support — will  to  some  extent  justify  the  preva- 
lent idea  among  the  laiety,  and  among  a  goodly  number  of  M. 
D's  also,  of  the  curative  powers  of  drugs,  and  which  is  given  ex- 
pression in  the  German  proverb  : 

Gegen  den  Tod  ist  kein  Kraut  gewachsen — or  put  into  English — 
there  is  no  plant  extant  with  which  death  can  be  cured  ;  giving  ex- 
pression to  the  idea,  that  death  is  a  disease  in  itself,  differing  in  so 
far  only  from  other  ailments — as  it  is  incurable. 

All  other  disease,  according  to  this  simple  reasoning,  yield  to 
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remedies  if  properly  selected,  compounded  and  administered,  and 
he  among  a  simple  minded  class  is  the  physician,  par  excellance, 
who  has  the  most  drugs  at  his  command  wherewith  to  wage  war 
and  conquor  disease. 

For  this  reason  the  patent  medicine  vendors  of  our  day- -who 
loudly  proclaim  to  have  discovered  specifics  for  certain  or  all  ail- 
ments, can  rely  on  a  profitable  business  as  long  as  they  are  backed 
by  conspicuously  placed  and  properly  distributed  advertisements  ; 
if  besides  they  have  given  their  nostrums  big,  unpronounceable 
and  incomprehensible  names  and  can  produce  documents — mainly 
of  the  clergy — to  testify  as  to  the  intrinsic  value  and  curative  pro- 
perties of  their  respective  hodgepodges. 

Undoubtedly  are  we  in  possession  of  medicaments  endowed 
with  curative  powers ;  I  need  but  mention  quinine  in  malarial 
fevers,  mercury  in  syphilis  and  iron  in  chlorosis. 

With  "trivial''  propriety  some  of  the  profession  argue  that,  as  we 
have  found  remedies  with  which  we  can  successfully  combat  these 
affections,  we  may  in  the  future  discover  other  drugs  for  other 
diseases  endowed  with  the  same  specific  powers.  If  they,  how- 
ever, will  closely  investigate,  if  they  will  minutely  look  into  the 
modus  opperandi  of  the  action  of  these  drugs — they  will  find  that 
with  these  so-called  specifics  even  are  we  but  assisting  nature  in 
curing  ;  in  the  first  two  mentioned  ailments,  by  aiding  the  natural 
powers  in  the  destruction  and  elimination  of  morbid  material  from 
the  system  by  artificially  introducing  elements  antagonistic  to  this 
morbid  matter,  and  in  the  other — chlorosis — by  imparting  to  the 
blood — either  in  bulk  or  in  nutriments — one  of  its  essential  but 
failing  constituents  and  necessary  stimulus — iron. 

Only  a  few  of  the  laiety,  ,and  not  many  of  the  profession 
are  sufficiently  enlightened  to  see  in  the  physician  but  an  aid,  and 
much  less  in  the  surgeon,  but  a  helping  hand  of  the  great  power 
of  nature — vis  medicatrix  naturce — /  for  the  surgeon  who  will  at- 
tentively listen  to  the  dictates  of  this  great  natural  power,  will  use 
his  appliances  and  the  knife,  only  as  ''adjuvants"  to  natures  own 
resources  in  the  alleviation  and  cure  of  abnormalities. 

In  coaptating  a  fractured  bone  for  instance  or  in  amputating  a 
diseased  limb,  removing  a  morbid  growth,  or  in  ligating  a  bleeding 
vessel,  he  is  only  assisting  nature  in  her  endeavor  to  mend  these 
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abnormalities  ;  for  nature  will  weld  the  fractured  ends  of  a  broken 
bone,  will  (eventually)  shed  the  diseased  limb  or  morbid  growth,  or 
close  a  severed  artery  ;  but  natures  efforts  as  far  as  regards  "  jux- 
taposition" of  fractured  (or  dislocated)  bones  may  be  and  gener- 
ally are  futile,  and  its  process  of  ridding  itself  of  morbid  excres- 
cences, diseased  limbs,  or  in  arresting  hemorrhage  often  too  slow, 
to  admit  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  therefrom. 

It  is  then  that  our  devine  gift  of  reasoning  comes  into  play  in 
executing  natures  designs  properly  and  effectually.  The  same  is 
true  in  internal  medication  :  Nature,  constantly  striving  to  over- 
come abnormal  conditions,  needs  but  to  be  rightly  understood  and 
her  endeavors  skillfully  aided.  The  physician  will  then  accom- 
plish as  much  in  curing  diseases  as  the  surgeon  who  (abruptly) 
with  artful  appliances  or  the  knife,  cuts  short  natures  endeavors 
ends. 

But  to  elucidate  still  further,  and  for  the  sake  of  argument  he 
continues,  "we  will  admit  that  we  in  the  distant  future  may  discover 
the  drug  (Germicide)  for  all  diseases  producing  germs,"  and  having 
learned  to  use  these  agents  without  materially  injuring  an  infested 
system,  still  he  claims,  that  we  are  but  assisting  nature  in  her  en- 
deavor to  rid  itself  of  its  numerous  microscopical  intruders,  for 
unassisted  nature  has  ways  and  means  and  avenues  for  their  shed- 
ding. 

I  conceive,  he  says,  two  organs  in  particular,  well  adapted  for 
the  performance  of  this  task. 

He  hypothetically  assumes  that  the  liver,  while  receiving  through 
the  portal  system  the  blood  in  rapid  succession,  may,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  its  other  functions,  rid  the  blood  of  its  pathological  im- 
purities and  is  provided  by  nature  with  an  avenue  for  their  escape  ; 
(the  gall  ducts  leading  into  the  bowels)  and  on  the  other  hand  he 
says,  may  the  skin  perform  its  additional  office  as  an  eliminator  by 
taking  up  (absorbing)  morbid  particles  at  the  periphery  and  exud- 
ing them  in  diaphoresis,  as  indeed  is  claimed  by  Sir  James  Grant 
in  diptheria  and  which  (diaphoresis),  is  often  the  closing  scene  of 
febrile  conditions. 

The  critical  sweat  of  old  authors,  thus  finds  its  physiological  ex- 
planation, i.  e.  by  reducing  temperature  and  by  eliminating  from 
the  system  the  inciting  cause  (morbid  matter)  wholly  or  in  part. 
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So  he  concludes,  until  the  time  has  arrived  when  we  have  dis- 
covered all  the  instigators  of  disease  and  their  respective  anti- 
dotes, it  will  be  proper  to  assist  nature  as  best  we  can  by  relieving 
the  system  of  pathological  impureties  with  the  present  means  at 
our  command  by  stimulating  a  healthy  action  of  liver*  and  skin, 
and  to  bring  about  a  general  condition  best  suited  to  withstand  the 
ravages  of  minute,  but  numerous  enemies,  all  ot  which  may  be  ac- 
complished if  properly  attended  to. 

It  is  not  the  remedy  or  remedies  with  which  we  cure,  he  again 
asserts,  but  it  is  as  it  ever  was,  the  exact  interpretation  of  the  lan- 
guage of  nature  which  should  determine  our  action  in  regard  to 
treatment,  and  he  is  the  ideal  physician  (or  surgeon),  who  fully 
understands,  comprehends  and  skillfully  interprets  the  idiom  of 
nature. 


*  This  is  verified  in  malarial  toxsemia  certainly,  as  often  a  malarial  attack  may  be 
verted  by  the  timely  administration  of  a  dose  of  calomal  or  blue  mass. 


THE  TREATMENT  OF    ACUTE    PULMONIC  INFLAMMATIONS  OF 
YOUNG  CHILDREN. 


By  Q.  C.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Austin,  Texas. 


(Read  before  the  Travis  County  Medical  Society,  January  5,  1888.    By  invitation  of 

the  -ociety.) 

For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

OWING  to  the  anatomical  peculiarities  of  the  respiratory  organs 
of  young  children,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  somewhat 
modify  the  treatment,  such  as  is  usually  adapted  to  adults  in  the 
treatment  of  acute  inflammatory  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs 
of  children  under  the  age  of  one  or  two  years. 

To  be  brief,  practical  and  to  the  point,  we  will  refer  to  the  treat- 
ment of  this  class  of  diseases  collectively,  as  in  many  cases  the 
treatment  of  each  form  of  this  class  of  diseases,  is  more  or  less 
similar,  even  when  a  well  defined  differential  diagnosis  can  be 
made — which  is  not  always  easy  or  even  possible  to  establish. 

We  will  consider  the  treatment  of  bronchitis,  catarrhal  pneu- 
monia, and  pleurisy.    Capillary  bronchitis  being  usually  a  result 
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of  the  tubular  form,  and  catarrhal  pneumonia  usually  a  result  of 
capilliary  bronchitis. 

Pure  croupous  pneumonia — the  more  common  form  in  adults — 
is  rare  in  young  children. 

Acute  pleurisy,  which  is  not  so  frequent  or  fatal  as  bronchitis  or 
catarrhal  pneumonia  or  their  combinations  in  infants,  yet  is  more 
frequent  than  is  usually  recognized,  and  should  be  carefully  sought 
for  in  all  cases  of  acute  pulmonic  inflammation. 

Having  briefly  ennumerated  the  three  leading  acute  idiopathic 
pulmonic  inflamatory  diseases  that  usually  affect  young  children, 
we  will  now  proceed  to  mention  some  of  the  recognized  means  and 
measures  we  more  or  less  frequently  use  for  their  relief  or  cure. 

There  are  two  cardinal  points  which  have  an  important  bearing 
in  reference  to  the  treatment  which  we  desire  to  call  forcibly  to 
your  rememberance  in  regard  to  this  class  of  diseases: 

1.  They  are,  in  our  opinion,  all  essential  fevers,  i.  e.  the  febrile 
movement  accompanying  their  course  is  not  a  mere  reactionary 
pyrexia,  resulting  from  a  traumatic  lesion  of  the  parts  involved, 
but  an  essential  fever  in  the  same  sense  as  we  so  speak  of  typhoid 
and  typhus  fevers. 

2.  It  therefore  follows,  as  a  well  known  pathological  concatena- 
tion, that  should  we  be  able  to  so  modify  the  course  of  the  disease 
and  mitigate  its  severity  and  obviate  the  tendency  to  death  by 
judiciously  conserving  the  vital  powers,  we  may  often  conduct  the 
patient  from  a  very  grave  condition  to  a  full  restoration  of  health, 
with  the  use  of  only  a  small  quantity  of  drug  remedies. 

A  tedious  repetition  of  what  standard  works  and  periodical  lite- 
rature say  of  the  treatment  of  this  class  of  diseases,  would  be  a 
waste  of  time,  unprofitable  and  presumptious  to  say  the  least  of  it. 

Furthermore,  to  tell  at  wearisome  length  just  what  or  how  I  would 
probably  do  in  the  treatment  of  all  the  various  and  varied  real  or 
hypothetical  phases,  stages  and  conditions  that  might  arise  in 
what  we  would  denominate  bronchitis,  pneumonia  or  pleurisy, 
would  be  a  useless  waste  of  time  and  effort;  therefore,  the  means, 
measures  and  remedies  we  may  mention,  must  be  understood  to  be 
of  more  or  less  general  application. 

One  point  we  should  never  fail  to  attend  to  during  our  first  visit 
to  a  case  of  this  class  of  diseases  is  to  see  that  the  wise  admonition 
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of  the  immortal  Boerhaave,  as  laid  down  in  his  great  unwritten 
volume,  is  sedulously  carried  out — that  the  patient's  head  be  kept 
cool,  feet  warm  and  bowels  open.  For  with  all  our  boasted  skill 
in  modern  physical  diagnosis  we  are,  therapeutically,  not  very  far 
ahead  of  the  great  English  Hippocrates,  who  said  more  than  two 
hundred  years  ago  that  it  was  of  little  practical  consequence 
whether  we  could  accurately  differentiate  the  acute  pulmonic  in- 
flammations or  not,  as  their  treatment  was  usually  quite  similar. 

In  most  all  cases  of  acute  pulmonic  inflammation  of  babes,  un- 
less there  be  marked  manifestations  of  cerebral  disturbance,  we 
hasten  to  bring  the  patient  under  the  influence  of  quinine  which 
we  usually  administer  in  the  form  of  bimuriate,  either  per  rectum 
or  endermatically.  When  we  administer  the  bimuriate  of  quinine  to 
babes,  per  rectum  or  endermatically,  we  have  the  salt  mixed 
thoroughly  with  lanolin;  and  if  per  rectum,  put  in  hollow  cocoa 
butter  capsules;  by  the  skin,  we  have  the  medicament  rubbed  over 
the  chest  until  it  is  all  absorbed.  Dose,  by  these  methods,  one  to 
three  grains,  to  be  repeated  every  three  to  twelve  hours. 

If  called  to  treat  a  bade  suffering  from  a  severe  acute  attack  of 
bronchitis  or  pneumonia  within  the  first  twenty-four  hours,  and 
the  patient  be  not  extremely  debilitated,  we  usually  administer  an 
emetic  of  ipecac,  and  if  there  be  pleurisy  add  a  portion  of  a  drop 
of  Flemming's  tinct.  aconite  to  each  dose  of  the  emetic  until  emesis 
is  produced.  The  emetic  should  be  well  diluted  with  warm  water, 
made  sweet  with  liquorice  or  sugar,  and  given  in  broken  doses,  at 
intervals  of  fifteen  to  thirty  minutes  until  effective.  We  rarely  re- 
peat the  emetic  course  in  any  case. 

Should  the  patient  not  be  greatly  prostrated  we  follow  the  emetic 
course  with  one-twelfth  to  one-sixth  of  a  grain  of  calomel,  well 
mixed  with  milk  sugar,  one  or  two  doses  only.  If  the  bowels  are 
not  moving  freely,  we  follow  this  with  borne  pleasant  purgative  in 
small  doses,  well  diluted,  such  as  cascara  cordial  or  sweet  senna 
tea,  until  the  bowels  move  freely,  then  only  enough  afterwards  to 
keep  the  bowels  in  a  soluable  condition,  moving  one  to  three 
times  every  twenty-four  hours.  To  relieve  cough  we  usually  give 
syrups  of  senega,  lactucarium,  ipecac  and  wild  cherry,  dilute  and 
in  small  doses. 

Early  in  these  cases,  especially  if  there  is  a  marked  degree  of 
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asthenia,  a  very  warm  bath,  with  plenty  of  rubbing,  ten  minutes 
duration,  is  often  a  great  benefit.  If  there  be  much  pain,  mild 
counter-irritation,  produced  by  rubbing  the  chest  with  a  liniment 
composed  of  hydrate  chloral,  camphor,  fl:  ex.  aconite  rad,  well  mixed 
with  lanolin,  to  be  applied  one  to  three  times  a  day.  Later  on  in 
the  case,  or  if  asthenic,  early,  we  give  carbonate  and  muriate  of 
ammonia  in  small  doses,  pleasantly  diluted.  As  specific  alteratives 
the  following  are  favorites  with  us  :  Asclepias  tuberosa,  bryonia, 
senega,  ergot  and  ipecac  ;  the  ergot  we  deem  most  useful  in  the 
early  stages — all  these  to  be  given  in  very  small  doses,  well  diluted 
with  plain  or  sweet  water.  If  the  heart-beats  are  very  rapid  and 
weak,  with  dispnoea,  or  cyanosis  be  manifest,  we  give  tinct.  stro- 
phantus, sometime  with  tinct.  digitalis,  in  one-twentieth  to  one- 
fiftieth  of  a  drop,  well  diluted,  every  two  to  four  hours,  until  these 
symptoms  are  relieved. 

A  warm  moist  woolen-flannel  girdle  to  cover  the  whole  chest, 
especially  in  the  early  stages,  often  gives  great  comfort,  provided, 
the  nurse  be  skilful  and  attentive.  We  use  as  little  opium  as  pos- 
sible— often  none — in  the  treatment  of  this  class  of  diseases,  and  if 
any,  prefer  svapnia  and  codeia. 

The  pains,  even  of  acute  pleurisy,  can  almost  always  be  relieved 
by  very  small  doses  of  tinct.  aconite,  with  anodyne  liniments  and 
very  warm  applications  to  the  surface.  If  the  larynx,  or  pharynx 
be  involved,  we  give  nitrate  of  sanguinariana,  dilute,  in  very  small 
doses. 

Our  judgment  directs,  that,  with  rare  exceptions,  all  medicines 
for  babes,  should  be  given  well  diluted  in  very  small  doses,  and 
made  pleasant  to  take. 

As  these  cases  progress  we  endeavor  to  meet  each  symptom  or 
condition  that  may  arise,  as  best  we  may,  constantly  studying  the 
comfort  of  the  patient,  with  such  remedies,  means  and  measures,  as 
are,  or  should  be,  familiar  to  all  intelligent  physicians,  who  have 
given  special  attention  to  the  treatment  of  sick  babies.  The  general 
hygiene,  and  judicious  feeding  of  these  tender  patients,  is  of  the 
first  importance  in  all  cases  and  is  paramount  to  the  administration 
of  drugs.  Sick  babies — and  well  ones  too — are  usually  fed  too 
often;  every  three  hours  is  often  enough,  and  even  longer  intervals, 
in  many  cases,  will  produce  better  results. 
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"  CHOLERA  IN  NEW  YORK"  CRITICISED;  THE  QUARANTINE 

QUESTION. 

LETTER  FROM  DR.  A.  S.  WOLFF,  QUARANTINE  OFFICER  AT  BRAZOS 

SANTIAGO. 

Editor  Daniel' 's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir: — It  is  with  reluctance  that  I  intrude  on  your  valuable 
space,  and  time  of  your  readers.  But  I  think  I  have  something  to 
say  with  reference  to  your  "  leader  "  of  the  October  number,  on  the 
subject' of  quarantine.  Of  course  I  am  well  aware  of  the  disad- 
vantages of  a  contest  in  which  you  will  have  the  dying  speech. 
Still  I  am  determined  to  cross  swords  with  you.  I  won't  mind  a 
few  slashes  when  dealt  by  Dr.  Daniel.  Of  course  it  will  be  the 
story  of  the  "  eels  under  the  process  of  skinning."  But  it  is  noth- 
ing when  you  are  used  to  it." 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  enter  into  the  historical  details  upon 
the  subject  of  cholera,  or  upon  the  controversy  respecting  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  disease  is  propagated.  The  subject  of  cholera  in  all 
its  relations  has,  from  its  approach  to  our  shores  , become  of  press- 
ing importance,  and  notwithstanding  all  our  best  efforts,  we  may  not 
succeed  in  keeping  the  enemy  at  bay;  he  may  break  into  our  camp, 
challenge  us  to  a  hand  to  hand  encounter,  which,  should  your  ad- 
vocacy of  the  English  system  be  here/ollowed,  lead  us  to  disaster 
and  to  which  I  enter  my  protest. 

To  be  forewarned  is  to  be  forearmed.  The  disease  is  not  one 
which  overpowers  us  at  once.  It  has  to  be  introduced  from  infect- 
ed places,  more  or  less  directly.  Its  arrival  has  been  foreseen  and 
foretold,  moving  onward,  under  extreme  temperatures  and  climates, 
in  the  teeth  of  adverse  winds,  through  heat,  cold,  moist  or  dry  at- 
mospheres. I  confess  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why  a  gentleman 
holding  a  dignified  rank  in  the  medical  profession,  and  the  editor 
of  one  of  the  most  popular  medical  journals  in  the  country,  should 
adopt  the  unscientific  nonsense  of  a  Dr.  Thome;  it  is  a  puzzle  to  me. 

The  subject  of  quarantine  has  some  anomalous  features.  No 
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analysis  made  up  to  date  by  our  best  sanitarians,  however  compre- 
hensive, can  furnish  evidence  which  would  satisfy  all.  Unless  some 
one  takes  it  in  his  head  to  turn  a  Prometheus,  and  make  new  men, 
he  can  hardly  devise  a  quarantine  scheme  which  would  be  satis- 
factory to  the  interest  of  all  countries  who  have  intercommunica- 
tion and  commercial  relations.  But  the  question  is  of  deep  import- 
ance. It  not  only  involves  the  general  safety  of  mankind,  but  it  is 
intimately  connected  with  the  commercial  welfare  of  nations.  For, 
as  it  has  been  truly  observed,  if  cholera  is  not  carried  and  propa- 
gated, quarantine  laws  are  absurd,  and  commerce  needlessly  bur- 
thened.  The  establishment  of  lines  of  circumvallation,  guarded  to 
confine  from  the  yet  uninjured,  and  the  fears  it  necessarily  induces, 
are  elements  as  dangerous  in  character  to  the  community  as 
they  are  pernicious  in  their  effects  to  the  common  feelings  of  hu- 
manity. But  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  doctrine  be  true  to  the  ex- 
tent of  our  most  accurate  observers,  that  the  disease  is  carried  by 
human  beings,  ships,  cargoes,  clothing,  etc.,  then  the  quarantine 
restraint  cannot  be  too  rigidly  enforced,  nor  can  the  conduct  of 
speculative  theorists  be  too  severely  reprehended  lulling  the  igno- 
rant and  unwary  in  false  notions  of  security. 

Having  introduced  my  subject,  I  hope,  in  a  dignified  manner,  I 
proceed: 

"  THE  CHOLERA  IN  NEW  YORK." 

I  premise  by  asking  a  fair  space,  and  some  latitude,  for  the  reason 
that  I  shall  be  obliged  to  be  somewhat  prodigal  in  quoting  the  En- 
glish law,  in  the  criticism  of  your  vaunted  English  quarantine 
system. 

You  say:  "  When  we  reflect  that  it  is  a  truth  beyond  dispute, 
that  the  quarantine  alone  has  never  barred  the  March  of  cholera." 
This  is  a  bold  assertion,  but  the  word  "  alone,"  of  course,  will  give 
you  a  fair  opportunity  to  get  you  out  of  that  non-committal  ex- 
pression; and  here  I  take  issue  with  you  by  stating  that  it  is  estab- 
lished beyond  peradventure,  that  cholera  has  never  gained  a  foot- 
hold anywhere,  but  where  the  quarantine  was  a  paper  one. 

"  France,  Italy,  Algeria,  Spain,  all  quarantine  countries.  Yet  see 
what  sad  havoc  the  plague  had  made:  Spain  alone  lost  119,620  of 
her  habitants." 

The  above  named  countries  have  no  doubt  tried  to  ward  off  chol- 
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era  by  quarantine  restrictions.  But  of  what  avail  are  good  inten- 
tions when  the  resources  are  inadequate  and  insufficient,  or  the 
agents  charged  with  carrying  out  the  preventive  measures  are 
notoriously  corrupt. 

Xow  let  us  inquire  how  the  cholera  was  introduced  in  Europe 
in  1884. 

I  suppose  you  will  admit  that  the  Sarthe  arrived  at  Toulon  on 
June  4,  1884,  with  clean  bills  of  health,  although  four  of  her  crew 
died  of  cholera  before  she  sailed,  and  that  cholera  prevailed  a  Sai- 
gon, the  point  of  her  departure. 

"We  know  that  there  was  a  small  epidemic  of  cholera  at  Mar- 
seilles in  1883,  and  that  it  was  carefully  concealed,  the  doctors  and 
nurses  having  been  sworn  to  secresy  by  the  authorities.  Where 
this  cholera  came  from  is  not  positively  known,  whether  from  Ton- 
quin,  China  or  Egypt,  as  the  particulars  are  still  purposely  shroud- 
ed in  darkness."  The  preceding,  and  what  follows,  I  quote  from 
Edmund  Ch.  Wentt,  M.  D.,  on  Cholera,  1885,  page  67." 

"  The  first  we  heard  of  cholera  in  France  for  a  long  time  was  at 
Toulon  early  in  June.  Transports  from  Tonquin  with  the  disease 
arrived,  and  its  presence  was  concealed  for  at  least  three  weeks,  un- 
til it  could  be  hidden  no  longer.  Then  the  early  records  were  not 
only  lost,  but  shamefully  concealed.  The  consequence  was  the  tre- 
mendous panic  with  which  all  are  familiar.  At  least  10,000  or  15,- 
000  Italian  laborers  fled  from  Toulon,  some  to  Marseilles,  and  many 
more  to  their  homes  in  Italy.  The  epidemic  broke  out  at  Marseiles 
so  soon  after  it  was  announced  at  Toulon  that  some  doubts  have 
been  raised  whether  there  was  recrudescence  from  the  fall  epidemic, 
or  whether  it  was  brought  from  Toulon.,  The  earliest  cases  seemed 
to  be  refugees  from  Toulon,  but  no  one  knows  whether  still  earlier 
cases  were  concealed  until  the  blame  could  all  be  put  on  Toulon." 

"  Cholera  had  been  prevalent  in  the  French  army  and  fleet  at 
Tonquin,  that  their  operations  were  seriously  interfered  with,  and 
of  course  the  French  authorities  concealed  all  they  could  about  it 
for  political  and  military  reasons.  But  the  infected  transports  did 
come  from  Toulon.  The  same  panic  arose  at  Marseilles,  and  at 
least  10,000  or  15,000  more  Italians  fled  to  Italy." 

•'The  quarantine  on  the  northern  border  of  Spain  was  effective, 
till  a  family  from  Marseilles,  wishing  to  escape  quarantine,  went  to 
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Algeria  where  there  was  no  cholera  yet,  and  sailed  for  Alicante  on 
the  coast  of  Spain,  and  started  the  epidemic." 

"The  Italian  refugees  from  France  slipped  through  the  mountain 
passes  and  brought  the  pestilence  to  the  western  provinces,  (viz.) 
Turin  and  Cuneo.  The  Italian  government  sent  transports  to  carry 
off  others,  which  were  landed  principally  at  Genoa,  Massa,  Car- 
rara, further  down  the  west  coast,  and  especially  Naples.  Rome  re- 
fused to  receive  any  refugees,  and  escaped  the  pestilence.  Italy  be- 
came impregnated,  and  hence  the  epidemic." 

Now,  friend  Daniel,  is  that  the  kind  of  quarantine  Dr.  Thorne  re- 
fers to,  when  he  and  you  assert  that  in  quarantine  "countries  it 
has  always  failed?"  Why,  the  assertion  is  too  futile  to  answer,  and 
you  know  it;  at  least,  I  hope  so. 

See  what  Stille,  page  755,  affirms:  "  There  is  urged  against  the 
enforcement  of  rigid  quarantine  by  land  and  seas  the  singular  ar- 
guments that  it  has  not  always  excluded  the  disease.  A  more  log- 
ical inference  would  seem  to  be,  that  since  it  succeeded,  not  com- 
pletely, but  partially,  its  inefficiency  should  be  charged  to  its  imper- 
fect execution.  Or  even  granting  that  absolute  exclusion  of  chol- 
era is  impracticable  in  every  instance,  does  it  follow  that  the  tran- 
sit of  men  and  things  should  be  unimpeded?  This  is  taking  coun- 
sel from  despair — is  a  stupid  fatalism,  which  one  might  imagine  to 
have  been  imported  with  the  disease  from  the  East!"  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  characterize  that  state  of  mind  which  concludes  against  the 
use  of  a  salutary  measure,  because  its  efficiency  isnot  absolute; 
the  more  so,  when  it  is  true,  and  admitted  that  its  inefficiency  is 
not  intrinsic,  but  due  to  negligent  and  fraudulent  administration. 

I  stand  on  the  record,  and  assert,  where  there  has  been  failure,  it 
was,  and  is  due  to  laxity  of  the  observance  of  rigid  quarantine 
measures. 

"Tommasi  Crudeli,  of  Milan,  writing  after  cessation  of  the 
cholera  at  Milan  'Sea  quarantine  is  easy  to  violate,  too  many  inter- 
ests prompt  its  violation,  and  it  is  seldom  that  people,  as  did  the 
Sicilians,  unite  in  silencing  such  interest.'  " 

"In  Sicily,  in  1865,  the  whole  population  advocated  quarantine, 
and  absolute  non-intercourse  with  infected  countries,  and  the  island 
was  thus  guaided  until  the  insurrection,  September,  1866.  The  ep- 
idemic, the  very  day  on  which  the  troops  were  sent  from  Naples, 
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where  cholera  was  raging,  arrived  at  Palermo,  spread  rapidly,  and 
the  incident  shows  that  when  sustained  and  rigidly  enforced,  sea 
quarantine  is  efficacious. " 

The  Honorable  Philip  Carroll,  U.  S.  Cousul  at  Palermo,  writing 
to  Honorable  William  Hunter,  Second  Ass't.  Secretary  of  State, 
under  date  of  February  9,1885,  says:  1  With  reference  to  the  non-ap- 
pearance of  cholera  in  Palermo  during  the  recent  epidemic,  in 
places  almost  conterminous  thereto,  the  general  belief  here  is,  that 
the  immunity  was  due  to  the  effective  quarantine  which  was  at  once 
established  and  rigorously  maintained  until  some  time  after  it  was 
suspended  in  other  places,  and  every  vestige  of  the  disease  had  dis- 
appeared. In  support  of  this  belief  they  quote  the  epidemics  of 
1865,  1873  and  1884.  When  vigorous  and  rigid  measures  were  en- 
forced and  maintained  they  escaped  the  plague.  Whereas,  in  1866 
the  insurrection  broke  the  quarantine  and  made  sad  havoc  among 
the  habitants." 

Let  me  call  your  attention  how  quarantine  is  observed  at  some 
stations. 

Omar  Pacha  in  1884,  bearing  a  message  to  Constantinople  con- 
cerning the  Suez  Canal.  Three  persons  died  of  cholera  on  the 
passage.  The  physicians  and  the  captain  concealed  the  deaths  at 
the  Pacha's  order,  and  declared  the  ship  healthy  to  avoid  the 
quarantine.    Thousands  fell  victims  to  the  disease. 

The  quarantine  was  inefficient,  and  too  late.  Dr.  Mosa,  Le 
Precantione  contre  il  Colera  e  le  quarantine,  states;  "when  I  asked 
Dr.  Koch  what  he  thought  of  the  quarantine  in  operation  in  Italy, 
he  replied,  I  am  convinced  they  are  half  measures,  worth  nothing, 
and  such  quarantine  are  without  result." 

Of  course  they  are,  I  claim  that  the  whole  measures  are.  The 
opinion  of  Dr.  Thorne,  notwithstanding. 

You  state  on  the  information  of  Dr.  Thorne,  no  doubt. 

"From  Toulon  in  June  cholera  spread  to  Marseilles  and  other 
French  cities;  thence  to  Italy,  Algeria  and  Spain.  These  countries 
imposed  quarantine  measures."  May  I  ask  by  what  process  of 
reasoning  you  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  named  countries 
did  maintain  a  rigid  quarantine  ?  Is  it  because  Dr.  Thorne  said 
so  ?  I  challenge  him  or  any  one  else  to  produce  the  slightest  evi. 
dence  that  quarantine  was  enforced,  in  time  to  prevent  the  plague 
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entering  those  countries,  and  it  has  been  proved  beyond  cavil  to 
the  contrary,  the  opinion  of  your  English  sanitarian. 

Now  let  us  consider  the  English  quaratine  on  which  you  pass 
such  high  panegyrics,  and  for  which  our  health  officer  should 
abandon  a  system  recognized  by  all  civilized  nations  as  their 
only  safeguard  and  protection. 

In  Great  Britain,  Ireland  and  Wales,  the  quarantine  law  passed 
in  the  reign  of  George  IV.,  Capt.  78,  and  provided  for  a  rigid 
quarantine.    The  law  has  been  repealed. 

In  1866,  the  sanitary  act  was  passed.  Under  this  act,  every  city, 
borough,  district,  parish,  township  or  hamlet,  appoints  inspectors 
of  public  health.  To  this  act  was  added  the  Statute  14th  and  15th.. 
Victoria,  Capt.  68,  appointing  medical  officers.  The  whole  king- 
dom has  a  net-work  of  auxilliary  sanitary  boards. 

With  some  modifications  came  the  acts  of  1879  anc*  1882,  the 
outcome  of  the  Vienna  Conference  of  1881,  under  which  your 
Dr.  Thome's  quarantine  is  carried  on  in  England,  with  the 
knowledge  that  the  members  of  that  very  conference  have  reversed 
their  opinion,  and  claim  that  rigid  quarantine  measures  is  the  only 
safety  for  the  people. 

But  even  the  1887  Conference  does  not  justify  the  quarantine 
measures  he  employs  to-day. 

Transactions  International  Medical  Congress,  Vol.  IV,  p.  419, 
London  1887. 

"It  is  natural  that  diversity  of  climate  and  different  seasons, 
should  modify  the  practice  of  quarantine  at  particular  ports,  but 
there  should  be  no  laxity  of  administration  at  anytime  or  any- 
where. The  medical  inspection  which  is  the  only  method  of  as- 
certaining the  facts  regarding  the  sanitary  condition  of  passen- 
gers, cargo,  crew  and  ship,  should  be  everywhere  carried  on  in  the 
same  way,  carelessness  in  making  such  inspection  is  a  crime  and 
should  be  so  considered;  efficiency  depends  upon  honesty,  faith- 
fulness and  patriotism  of  the  inspector.  No  man  should  be  elected: 
for  this  great  responsibility  who  does  not  combine  with  the  neces- 
sary technical  knowledge,  these  three  characteristics." 

No  doubt  but  Dr.  Thorne  considers  all  the  English  sea  ports., 
"particular  ports."  The  rule  adopted  by  him  is  very  sugges- 
tive and  significant,  under  which  he  acts,  and  is  as  follows  : 
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"All  vessels  on  which  infectious  disease  manifest  itself  during 
the  voyage  to  the  United  Kingdom,  shall  immediately,  if  South  of 
Cape  St.  Vincent,  repair  to  some  Lazaretto  in  the  Mediteranean, 
there  to  perform  quarantine,  and  if  to  the  Northward  of  Cape  St. 
Vincent,  she  shall  immediately  repair  to  Milford  Haven." 

You  will  admit  that  is  an  easy  way  of  disposing  of  their  infected 
ships,  let  other  countries  take  care  of  them,  and  it  is  not  a  bad 
scheme.  The  local  Government  Board  got  another  act  passed 
July  12,  1883,  modifiying  all  previous  acts  and  quarantine  rules. 
This  act  originated  through  the  representations  of  the  agents  of 
commercial  corporations.  This  board  is  constituted  of  merchants, 
ship  owners,  and  others  interested  in  the  welfare  of  English  mari- 
tine  commerce.  I  don't  suppose  that  there  was  much  difficulty  in 
finding  an  anti-quarantine  doctor  willing  and  ready  to  carry  out 
rules  formulated  by  the  very  men  to  whom  he  owes  his  appoint- 
ment. 

See  what  Dr.  Quain  says  about  this  matter:  "Quarantine  as 
carried  out  now,  has  no  longer  a  medical  signification.  It  is  prac- 
ticed to  a  limited  extent,  solely  with  the  view  of  relieving  our 
maritine  commerce." 

Dr.  Mapother,  page  617,  etc.,  etc.:  "Any  ship  or  vessel  coming 
to  this  country,  or  lying  in  river  or  harbor — shall  be  subject  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  nuisance  authorities.  But  this  section  shall  not 
apply  to  her  Majesty's  ships."  Of  course  a  ship  of  war  is  inno- 
cuous, and  is  proof  against  infectious  diseases.  Where  Dr. 
Thorne  got  that  inspiration  from,  is  too  insignificant  to  inquire 
into,  but  it  is  certainly  errant  trash. 

However,  1872,  the  danger  from  the  importation  of  infec- 
tious diseases,  was  so  glaring  and  apparent,  that  the 
English  Government,  could  not  without  danger  ignore 
public  clamor,  and  appointed  Dr.  Mapother  to  make  in- 
quiry about  the  system  of  quarantine  then  in  force;  he  reports 
to  the  Privy  Council  as  follows  :  "Compelling  the  removal  to 
quarantine  hospitals  all  ill  from  cholera,  absolute  detention,  fumi- 
gation and  disinfection,  of  everything,  passengers,  clothes,  cargo  ; 
or  nothing  short  of  stopprng  all  maritine  intercourse  with  infected 
countries  can  be  relied  upon  for  keeping  out  cholera." 

Did  England  act  upon  this  very  intelligent  report  made  by  one 
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of  their  most  advanced  sanitarians.  The  author  of  one  of  the 
best  works  on  Hygiene  ?    Certainly  not. 

The  merchant  princes  representing  large  East  Indian  interests? 
fearing  that  their  enormous  gains  were  going  to  be  interferred  with' 
readily  found  an  anti-quarantine  advocate  to  help  them  out  of  their 
dilemma,  and  Drs.  Mapother  and  Farr's  report,  remained  a  dead 
letter.  A  quarantine  interference  would  be  too  costly,  and  means 
must  be  found  to  break  the  force  of  this  report,  or  somehow  to 
evade  rigid  quarantine  measures  as  advocated  by  this  great  report: 

The  first  move  was  the  report  of  Dr.  Cunningham,  the  Sanitary 
Commissioner  with  the  Government  of  India,  forbidding  the  head 
of  departments,  to  state  or  even  hint  in  their  reports,  that  cholera 
is  carried  from  place  to  place,  and  he  persists  in  following  the  steps 
of  his  predecessor,  Sir  J.  Strauchey,  affirming  that  cholera  is  not, 
or  ever  will  be  a  communicable  disease." 

This  was  heeled  by  other  reports,  among  them  the  following  : 
"The  British  Consuls,  at  Kobe  and  Osake,  Japan,  wrote  to  their 
Minister,  to  the  effect  that  the  disease  which  raged  in  Japan,  was 
not  Asiatic  Cholera,  at  the  same  time  deprecating  quarantine  meas- 
ures, and  that  in  the  face  of  an  appalling  death  rate,  the  disease 
then  was  of  an  unusual  malignant  type,  thousands  fell  victims  to  it. 
England  knows,  ship  owners  and  merchants  dread  the  obstrution  of 
trade,  were  the  truth  to  go  abroad." 

Xo  my  friend,  the  English  system  of  quarantine  is  no  quarantine 
at  all,  aad  could  only  originate  and  advocated  by  commercial  cor- 
porations or  joint  stock  companies  who  care  nothing  for  the  health 
of  the  people,  provided,  they  get  their  cargoes  on  the  market  when 
on  the  "boom." 

I  am  one  of  those  who  believe  and  think  it  of  more  importance 
that  the  meanest  wretch  in  the  State  of  Texas  should  live  in  safety, 
even  if  all  the  cargoes  of  the  commercial  lords  should  wait  a 
twelve-month  or  to  "  dooms-day  "  if  a  rigid  quarantine  will  save 
him. 

England  has  based  her  loose  quarantine  on  two  doctrines,  both 
absurd  in  the  face  of  the  facts  as  we  know  them  to  exist. 

"  England  is  in  commercial  intercourse  with  all  nations,  and  in 
constant  communication  with  the  different  countries  of  India  in 
which  cholera  is  always  found,  and  yet,  she  has  never  brought  home 
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directly  a  case  of  cholera."*  Will  you  dare  to  father  such  a  palp- 
able uatruth?  But  supposing  it  is  true,  will  that  make  any  dif- 
ference to  us  here  ? 

If  she  has  never  brought  home  a  case  of  cholera,  remember 
that  ships  south  of  Cape  St.  Vincent  must  find  an  asylum  in  some 
Lazaretto  in  the  Mediteranean,  and  other  nations  are  burdened 
with  the  infected  ships.  Bat  further,  supposing  she  had  not  im- 
ported a  single  cholera  case  from  India,  will  that  invalidate  the 
fact  that  the  path  of  many  of  her  ships  from  Calcutta  or  Bombay 
is  strewn  with  the  victims  who  died  of  cholera,  before  they 
arrived  at  "  Port  Said,"  and,  of  course,  from  there  to  England  is 
at  least  fourteen  days,  and  if  these  are  passed  without  appearance 
of  symptoms  of  cholera  on  board,  there  is  no  danger. 

The  other  doctrine  of  which  your  Dr.  Thorne  is  a  strong  ad- 
vocate and  supporter,  is:  That  the  places  in  which  cholera  is  endemic 
are  dangerous  only  when  the  disease  happens  to  exist  in  an  epidemic 
form.    A  convenient  doctrine  you  will  admit. 

Let  me  here  quote  The  Gazette  Uebdomadaire  des  Sciences 
Medicates,  July  26,  upon  this  subject.  In  his  address  before  the 
Academie  of  Medecine,  Dr.  Fauvel  said:  "Of  late  years  the 
commercial  spirit  of  English  authorities  in  India  has  prompted 
them  to  devise  a  doctrine  very  convenient  to  themselves,  and  one, 
that  enables  them  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  of  quarantine  at 
Suez.  This  doctrine  considers  places  where  cholera  is  endemic, 
as  dangerous  only  when  the  disease  happens  to  exist  in  an  epidemic 
form."  Is  it  necessary  to  impugn  or  contradict  such  an  absurd 
position?    I  think  not. 

But  she  was  caught  in  her  own  trap  on  several  occasions.  Let 
me  give  you  one  or  two  instances  as  illustrations: 

"The  steamer  '  Mira,'  from  Calcutta,  on  April  21,  1886,  lost  one 
of  her  crew  before  touching  Colombo,  and  she  reached  'Suez' — 
sixteen  days  had  elapsed — all  on  board  were  well.  Still  she  was 
ordered  to  1  El-Tor,'  performed  seven  days  quarantine,  was  fumi- 
gated and  disinfected."  It  would  not  do  in  1886  to  let  her  go  on, 
until  she  reached  Cape  St.  Vincent,  and  then  go  to  some  lazaretto 
in  the  Mediteranean,  because,  she  would  be  refused  refuge,  and  not 
daring  to  proceed  to  England  with  her  history,  she  had  to  swallow 
her  own  medicine. 

*  Dr.  Wolff  misquotes  Dr.  Thorne.  Ed. 
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"In  1883  cholera  was  declared  at  Damietta.  A  commission  of 
physicians  was  sent  from  Alexandria  on  the  25th  of  June,  and  the 
disease  was  declared  an  epidemic  of  cholera.  The  British  consul, 
who  is  a  member  of  the  Egyptian  Sanitary  Council,  insisted  that 
the  disease  was  of  local  origin,  and  takes  pride  in  saying  :  '  That 
he  had  fought  many  battles  with  his  colleagues  in  the  interest  of 
British  ship  owners,  and  their  vast  English  interests  in  the  East.' 

"The  Enlish  government  still  denied  the  disease  at  Damietta  be- 
ing cholera,  although  it  was  very  fatal,  sent  their  Surgeon  General, 
one  of  the  most  determined  anti-quarantine  advocates,  to  examine 
if  the  disease  was  really  cholera,  and  without  affirming  or  denying 
it,  makes  the  extra-ordinary  statement:  *  That  cholera  has  never 
been  imported  from  E.  India  to  Egypt,  and  that  cholera  is  a  local 
malady.'    Dr.  Wendt,  page  65,  on  cholera. 

Dr.  Guy,  page  78,  strikes  the  key-note  of  the  whole  of  the  Eng- 
lish quarantine  business.  uTo  a  great  mercantile  nation  like  ours 
quarantine  leads  straight  to  troublesome  restrictions,  to  the  great 
detriment  of  our  shipping  interests,  and  this  consideration  has 
certainly  blunted  the  perceptive  faculties  of  our  anti-quarantine 
advocates."  Is  it  necessary  to  go  on  and  heap  more  evidence  on 
the  subject,  to  prove  that  the  English  quarantine,  as  carried  out 
by  your  Dr.  Thorne,  is  a  farce,  and  that  it  is  notoriously  sub- 
jective to  your  cotton,  coffee  and  tea  lords,  the  whole  of  the 
machinery  must  always  give  way  to  her  mercantile  interest. 

I  hear  you  say,  this  criticism  is  getting  monotonous.  Well,  do 
you  wish  the  pages  you  devote  to  the  subject  to  remain  uncontra- 
dicted ?  You  say:  "  The  danger,  the  great  wrong,  and  the  great 
injustice  and  inhumanity  consists  in  keeping  those  hundreds  of 
well  persons  together.  New  York  should  rise  up,  etc.,  ets.,  etc." 
Now,  friend  Daniel,  I  can  hardly  reconcile  to  myself  that  such 
nonsense  came  from  your  pen,  unless  your  credulity  has  been 
played  upon.  You  ought  to  know  that  such  a  thing  never  can,  nor 
ever  did  happen  anywhere  at  American  quarantine  stations  in 
modern  times,  and  you  ought  to  know  better.  But  it  evidently 
does  happen  in  England,  or  Dr.  Thorne  would  not  make  a  point 
of  it.  I  willingly  join  you  in  expressing  the  abhorence  and  odium 
that  should  be  attached  to  such  a  practice. 

You  go  on:  "  We  do  not  see  how  the  sanitarians  of  this  govern- 
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ment,  in  knowledge  of  the  facts  above  set  forth,  can  hesitate  to  act 
at  once,  set  in  operation  the  plan,  the  only  plan,  which  has  re- 
peatedly been  demonstrated  to  be  efficient.  It  is  absurd  to  say  that 
the  medical  officer  in  charge,  Dr.  Smith,  who  is  an  advanced  thinker, 
and  a  recognized  sanitarian  of  high  order  and  ability,  etc.,  etc.  " 
u  Would  he  blindly  or  willfully  shut  his  eyes  to  the  lesson  taught 
by  failure  of  quarantine  in  other  countries,  and  the  success  of  the 
English  plan,  etc.,  etc." 

To  this  puff  indirect  to  Dr.  Smith,  I  answer:  That  all  the  best 
sanitarians  in  the  State  of  New  York  entered  their  protest  against 
the  quarantine  management  as  carried  out  by  Dr.  Smith  at  the 
New  York  quarantine  establishment. 

See  the  letter  of  Mayor  Hewitt,  of  New  York,  to  the  Governor 
of  the  State,*  in  which  he  calls  attention  to  the  disgraceful  state 
of  affairs  at  the  quarantine  station,  and  refers  to  the  fact,  that 
the  sad  disclosures  recently  made  are  such,  as  to  endanger  not 
only  the  State  of  New  York,  but  every  State  in  the  Union,  and 
asks  the  Governor  his  immediate  action,  and  inquire  into  Dr. 
Smith's  quarantine  management. 

The  Academy  of  Medicine,  appointed  a  Committe  of  Inquiry 
in  the  quarantine  management  of  the  State  of  New  York.  The 
committee  was  constituted  of  such  men  as  Drs.  Agnew,  Janeway. 
Stephen  Smith,  A.  Jacobi  and  Richard  H.Derby,  who,  after  a  care- 
ful inquiry  in  the  quarantine  management  as  carried  on  by  Dr. 
Smith,  qualify  it  as  disgraceful,  as  it  is  contrary  to  all  principles  ot 
modern  experience. 

Other  medical  and  sanitary  organizations  have  joined  the  above 
in  the  protest  and  asking  this  day  the  legislature  to  save  the  people 
from  the  apparent  danger  to  which  they  are  threatened.  This  does 
not  work  very  flattering  for  your  advanced  thinker,  does  it  ?  Nor 
does  it  show  that  he  is  a  "  sanitarian  of  high  order."  In  all  fair- 
ness, does  it  now?  The  opinion  of  those  gentlemen  is  such  as  to 
warrant  the  belief  that  they  have  no  high  opinion  of  him. 

You  are  struck  with  holy  horroy  because  someone  suggested, 
that  the  authorities  should  have  turned  back  to  sea  the  "  Alesia," 
"  which  would  have  been  to  condemn  them  to  a  certain  fate, 
such  an  act  would  have  been  in  violation  to  common  laws  of 
humanity,  such  an  act  would  shame  a  savage,  etc.,  etc.,  etc." 
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Why,  this  is  the  very  thing  your  English  quarantine  authorities 
did,  and  of  course,  will  always  do,  if  it  is  for  the  best  interest  of 
their  commerce. 

Here  are  a  few  instances:  "The  story  of  the  Helvetia,  as  told 
by  Dr.  French.  The  vessel  sailed  from  Liverpool  on  May  2,  with 
German  emigrants,  during  the  following  day  the  cholera  appeared 
among  them,  she  went  to  Queenstown  for  refuge,  the  authorities 
refused  to  grant  it,  and  the  vessel  returned  to  Liverpool.  The 
danger  of  infection  was  thrown  back  were  it  belonged. 

England,  by  proclamation  in  1884,  refused  entrance  in  the  harbor 
of  Malta,  and  ordered  all  French  vessels  to  quit  the  port,  and 
further  orders  wTere  issued,  that  ships  from  France  or  Italy  be  not 
admitted  in  the  port  of  Malta.  Ships  so  arriving  were  compelled 
to  go  to  sea. 

Portugal,  in  1884,  had  the  same  rule.  The  ship  St.  Marc  arrived 
off  Lisbon;  some  distance  out  she  was  inadvertently  boarded  by 
some  Portugese  officers.  The  ship  was  not  allowed  to  communi- 
cate, and  refused  pratique,  with  peremptory  orders  to  leave;  the  of- 
ficers had  to  remain  on  board,  and  took  the  journey  back  on  the 
St.  Marc. 

MADEIRA  IN  1884. 

In  July,  several  vessels  coming  from  French  or  English  ports  were 
refused  entrance,  and  returned  to  the  ports  from  whence  they  came, 
Of  course,  in  your  opinion,  if  this  was  done  in  America  it  would 
"  shame  a  savage."  England,  Portugal,  and  other  countries  have 
so  acted,  therefore  the  quarantine  authorities  of  those  countries 
have  performed  actions  "to  shame  a  savage."  Yet  I  can  see  noth- 
ing so  very  inhuman, in  refusing  an  infected  ship  in  our  ports,  un- 
der certain  circumstances,  certainly  not  if  they  went  to  infected 
ports  for  cargo. 

"On  6th  of  December,  1849,  a  sn^P  arrived  from  Hamburg  with 
250  passengers,  after  a  passage  of  fifty-five  days.  Cholera  was  pre- 
vailing at  Hamburg  when  the  ship  sailed.  Six  or  seven  cases  oc- 
curred on  board  of  the  vessel  while  she  was  still  laying  in  the  river 
Elbe."    See  Tardien,  page  218,  on  cholera. 

In  1872,  two  ships,  one  for  New  York,  and  one  for  New  Orleans, 
brought  emigrants  to  both  cities,  and  these  emigrants  were  taken 
from  infected  ports  with  the  full  knowledge  of  owners,  agents  and 
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captains.  Let  me  ask  you  where  is  the  wrong  in  refusing  entrance 
to  such  ships?  I  opine  that  to  leave  a  country  with  a  lot  of  infect- 
ed material,  and  for  the  sake  of  profit,  get  a  cargo  and  human 
beings,  start  with  them,  make  the  ship  a  Lazaretto  by  the  time  her 
journey  is  at  an  end,  and  infect,  with  "  malice"  prepense,  a  whole 
country,  is  indeed  a  crime  that  should"shame  a  savage." 

Why  should  not  a  ship  with  cholera  on  board  not  return  from 
where  she  hailed?  The  captain,  agent  or  owner  knew  they  were 
loading  an  infected  cargo,  but  when  they  find  that  this  load  of  in- 
fection cannot  be  delivered  or  landed,  they  will  take  care  to  avoid 
infected  ports,  and  no  fear  of  importing  infectious  diseases  need  be 
entertained  by  sea. 

However,  it  is  one  thing  to  impose  quarantine  restrictions,  and 
another  to  enforce  it.  The  danger  is  that  some  weak  point  will 
be  neglected  and  that  the  scourge  will  find  an  entrance  somewhere. 
The  fault  is  to  be  found  not  so  much  in  the  undertaking  than  in  the 
undertaker. 

As  a  State  we  are  in  much  less  danger  than  many  others,  but 
eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  our  safety.  No,  my  friend,  the 
English  system  of  quarantine  will  never  do  here,  for  the  reasons 
above  mentioned.  The  safety  of  the  people  depends  on  a  rigid 
quarantine,  with  an  inspection,  isolation,  disinfection,  etc.  The 
people  of  the  State  of  Texas  demand  it,  and  shall  we  abandon  them 
when  the  disease  may  be  at  our  doors  to-morrow?  Never!  Not  for 
all  the  ships  and  cargoes  in  the  world.  The  ethics  of  all  civilized 
nations  have  long  adopted,  as  an  action,  the  principle  that  in  the 
conflict  between  public  health  and  commerce,  precedence  must  be 
given  to  the  former. 

The  policy  of  paliation,  in  which  we  have  so  long  indulged,  must 
be  abandoned.  It  has  been  found  eminently  unfruitful,  and  in 
many  instances  mischiveous. 

The  policy  of  prevention  is  the  rule  of  action  for  the  sanitary 
legislator. 

"It  is  the  business  of  the  sanitary  legislator  and  administrator 
to  give  due  recognition  to  those  natural  laws,  in  their  endeavor  to 
maintain  the  health  and  save  the  lives  of  the  people,  and  as  the 
knowledge  of  the  causes  become  precise,  and  the  technical  means 
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of  prevention  more  efficient,  public  health  will  be  steadily  improved 
with  the  advance  of  wise  legislation." — Dr.  Parker. 

The  public  is  awaking  to  the  importance  of  the  question.  The 
occasion  is  highly  favorable,  the  daily  pressrjust  at  present,  is 
lending  a  helping  hand,  and  why  the  editor  of  the  leading  medical 
journal  of  Texas  should  object,  or  adversely  criticise  the  system  of 
quarantine  as  observed  and  carried  on  by  the  health  officer  of  the 
State  of  Texas  and  urge  a  system  of  quarantine  measures  of  not  the 
least  utility  or  protection  to  the  people,  is  "  one  of  those  things  no 
fellow  can  make  out." 

I  have  no  suggestions  to  make  ;  the  health  officer  at  the  head  of 
our  quarantine  affairs  has  long  ago  instructed  his  subordinates,  that 
it  is  their  duty  to  secure  safety  to  the  people,  with  the  least  inter- 
ference with  commerce  or  travel,  but  vigilence  and  rigid  observa- 
tion of  quarantine  measures  must  be  observed  and  carried  out 
where  called  for.  I  know  that  up  to  date  this  has  been  accomplished 
under  many  difficulties  and  draw-backs,  but  wcrse  than  all,  with 
inadequate  means  to  do  what  the  important  and  great  work 
demands. 

Please  remember  that  the  State  of  Texas  would  hardly  put  at  the 
disposal  of  her  health  officer  $80,000,000  or  $400,000,000  for 
quarantine  purposes  ;  all  that  can  be  done  with  the  small  appro- 
priation at  his  command  is  done,  much  more  remains  to  be  done. 
But,  alas!  where  is  the  money  to  come  from. 

The  land  quarantine  will  be  considered  anon;  and  in  the  mean 
time  I  hope  that  my  reply  to  your  leader  will  not  leave  the  impres- 
sion that  I  have  some  mercenary  motive.  I  hope  to  reap  no  further 
reward  than  my  conscience  affords.    Arthur  S.  Wolff.,  M.  D. 


DTSEMERT. 

Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

I  am  much  pleased  with  your  Journal,  and  see  in  it  a  "ready 
reference"  for  the  busy  practitioner. 

The  object  of  this  short  note  is  to  suggest  to  your  readers  thei 
use  of  the  following  enema  in  dysentery.  When  the  stools  are 
fcetid  and  contain  blood,  this  receipt  will  quickly  change  their, 
character,  and  relieve  the  tormina  and  tenesmus.     It  is  as  follows: 
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— Receipt. — Mucil,  Amyli  3ii 

Pulv.  Ipecac  xx  gr. 

Morph.  Acet  y2  grs. 

Misce. 

The  patient  should  be  placed  on  the  left  side,  and  the  rectal 
tube  iusertcd.  Inject  one-half  the  enema,  and  turn  the  patient  on 
the  back  and  inject  the  remaining  portion.  It  has  proved,  in  ray 
hands,  signally  beneficial.  It  is  also  beneficial  in  the  dysentery 
which  sometimes  attends  the  puerperal  state. 

S.  H.  Cowden,  M.  D. 

Solgohacie,  Ark. 


^Society  J^Iotes. 

AUSTIN  DISTRICT  xHEDICAL  SOCIETY.    THIRD  QUARTERLY 

MEETING. 


an  invitation  to  the  profession. 

Austin,  Texas,  February  8,  1888. 
Dear  Doctor: — It  affords  us  pleasure  to  announce  the  third  quar- 
terly meeting  of  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  which  will  be 
held  in  the  city  of  Austin  on  the  8th  of  March,  prox.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  state  that  the  prospects  for  a  good  meeting  are  flattering.  A 
number  of  interesting  papers  will  be  read  and  discussed,  prominent 
among  which  will  be  an  aiticle  by  Dr.  R.  S.  Gregg,  of  Manor,  on 
the  important  subject  of  the  "Treatment  of  Abortions" — discussion 
will  be  opened  by  Dr.  Sam.  Cunningham,  of  Elgin.  One  by  Dr.  F. 
R.  Martin,  of  Kyle,  on  "Pneumonia" — discussion  opened  by  Dr. 
R.  M.  Swearingen.  One  by  Dr.  G.  B.  Underhill,  of  New  Braun- 
fels — subject  not  announced — discussion  opened  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Mc- 
Laughlin. Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel  has  promised  a  paper  on  some  subject 
in  Dermatology. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Dr.  A.  N.  Denton  will  read  a  paper  on 
the  "  Management  and  Treatment  of  the  Insane  in  Texas."  Dr.  L. 
W.  Cock,  of  San  Marcos,  will  also  entertain  the  Society  with  an  es- 
say entitled  "Is  the  World  Satisfied  with  the  Medical  Profession." 
Dr.  Wooten  will  discuss  the  question. 
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You  are  respectfully  invited  to  be  present  and  participate  in  the 
discussions.  Voluntary  papers  and  reports  of  cases  are  always  in 
order. 

The  place  of  meeting  is  over  Tobin's  drug  store,  in  the  Hall  of 
Travis  County  Medical  Society.  Time,  10  o'clock  a.  m.  There 
will  be  an  afternoon  and  a  night  session. 

Hoping  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  and  having  your  val- 
uable experience  and  encouragement  at  this  meeting,  we  are, 

Very  respeetfully, 
T.  J.  Bennett,  Thos.  D.  Wooten, 

Secretary.  President. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  TERRELL  MEDICAL  SOCIETY 

Dr.  L.  M.  Stroud,  of  Forney,  President,    Dr.    W.  H.  Monday,  of 
Terrell,  Vice-President. 

For  Daniel's  Texas  .Medical  Journal. 

Dr.  W.  P.  Dumas,  of  Elmo,  read  an  able  paper  upon  the  subject 
of  Antisepsis. 

Dr.  G.  A.  Nelson  cited  a  case  of  abdominal  section  which  made 
an  excellent  recovery  under  antiseptic  treatment,  and  thought  that 
it  should  never  be  omitted,  as  the  chances  for  a  good  recovery  of 
the  patient  were  considerably  augmented  thereby. 

Dr.  John  Inabnit  cited  a  case  in  which  the  greater  portion  of  the 
intestines  were  exposed  and  covered  with  dirt,  which  were  well 
washed  and  returned  without  the  use  of  antiseptics,  and  thought  the 
free  use  of  cold  water  could  be  depended  u^on,  without  the  use  of 
antiseptics,  although  he  recognized  their  value. 

Dr.  W.  T.  Strain  reported  a  case  of  mammary  abscess,  which 
being  freely  laid  open,  to  which  he  applied  iodoform  unsparingly; 
the  patient  made  a  good  recovery. 

Dr.  Stroud  propounded  the  question,  why  can  we  not  destroy  in 
the  blood  the  germ  which  produces  puerperal  fever,  and  thus  ob- 
viate the  great  loss  of  life  caused  by  this  factor?  and  thought  that 
if  bi-chlor.  of  mercury  effectually  destroyed  the  germ  topically,  it 
might  act  in  antagonism  when  administered  internally. 

Dr.  Stroud  cited  a  case  of  amputation  of  a  toe,  in  which  case  he 
used  an  ointment  composed  of  cocaine,  carbolic  acid  and  lard, 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL.  341 


which  prevented  suppuration,  and  which  healed  by  immediate 
union. 

Dr.  Nelson  indorsed  this  mode,  having  made  use  of  a  similar 
preparation. 

Dr.  White  stated  that  this  ointment  was  a  fine  application  is  cases 
of  hemorrhoids. 

Dr.  Nelson  stated  that  his  experience  taught  him  that,  as  a  rule, 
we  would  find  suppurating  buboes  as  a  result  of  glandular  contam- 
ination. 

Dr.  White  had  no  recollection  of  having  met  with  such  cases. 

Dr.  W.  G.  Hardin  having  withdrawn  from  his  compact  with  Sto- 
.vall  &  Pollard,  applied  in  a  written  application  for  reinstatement  as 
a  member  into  our  Society,  which  was  favorably  received,  and  hav- 
ing complied  with  the  By-Laws  and  Constitution  of  this  Society,  his 
name  was  placed  upon  its  roll  of  members. 

Dr.  Stroud  cited  a  case  of  erysipelas  attacking  the  entire  surface 
of  a  child. 

Dr.  Inabnit  said  that  he  applied  a  strong  solution  of  argenti  ni- 
tras  sufficiently  to  blister  the  parts  to  which  it  is  applied. 

Dr.  Garrett,  of  Forney,  said  he  had  used  acidum  tannicum,  glyce- 
rina,  ferri  et  quinia  successfully 

Dr.  Anthony  said  his  most  satisfactory  treatment  was  belladonna 
and  glycerine  externally. 

Dr.  Dumas  said  that  he  was  partial  to  the  use  of  Monsels'  Solu- 
tion of  Iron,  with  glycerine  internally,  and  argenti  nitras  solution 
externally. 

Dr.  Smiley  said  his  preferred  remedy  was  phytolacca  fll.  extract 
externally,  and  quinia  et  ferri  internally. 

Dr.  Nelson  said  that  he  would  be  very  loth  to  make  any  applica- 
tion which  would  leave  a  shield-like  covering,  and  would  elect  tannic 
acid  and  sherry  wine,  and  large  doses  of  iron  internally.  He  spoke 
of  the  treatment  of  diphtheria,  and  stated  his  confidence  in  the  use 
of  the  steam  atomizer,  using  as  a  spray,  carbolic  acid,  cocaine  and 
glycerine. 

Dr.  Inabnit  did  not  hold  to  the  contagiousness  of  diphtheria,  while 
every  other  member  of  the  Society  held  otherwise. 

Dr.  Smiley  read  a  paper  upon  incontinence  in  children,  and 
stated  that  Belladonna  had  proved  a  very  efficient  treatment,  and  in 
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more  obstinate  cases  he  had  introduced  a  bougie  immersed  in  a 
10  per  cent  solution  of  argenti  nitras,  letting  it  remain  from  one  to 
two  minutes  once  a  week. 

Dr.  Inabnit  said  that  he  was  partial  to  the  use  of  cantharides  and 

ergotin. 

Dr.  Yates  had  used,  with  fine  results,  balsam  copaiba  and  bel- 
ladonna. 

Dr.  Garrett  uses  ergotin,  belladonna  and  nux  vomica,  following 
with  potassii  bromidum.  i 

Dr.  Nelson  stated  that  as  there  is  always  an  abnormally  acid  con- 
dition of  the  urine,  it  should  be  examined,  as  the  first  step  in  the 
treatment,  and  favored  ergotin  as  an  efficient  remedy. 

The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  term  resulted  as  follows: 

Dr.  L.  M.  Stroud,  of  Forney,  as  President. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Monday,  of  Terrell,  as  Vice-President. 

Dr.  E.  E.  Smiley  was  r^-elected  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

E.  E.  Smiley, 
Sec.  and  Treas. 

The  Travis  County  Medical  Society  held  its  regular  monthly 
meeting  in  Austin  Thursday,  February  2,  1888,  Dr.  A.  N.  Denton. 
President,  in  the  chair.  There  was  an  unusually  large  attendance, 
and  much  interest  manifested.  Dr.  McLaughlin,  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  present  the  subject  for  discussion — Dysentery,  read  a 
paper  in  which  the  subject  was  outlined,  and  the  treatment  re- 
viewed. Dr.  Wooten  opened  the  discussion,  and  gave  a  resume  of 
his  extended  experience  in  the  treatment  of  the  formidable  malady. 
He  was  followed  by  Drs.  Q.  C.  Smith,  R.  M.  Swearingen,  J.  M.  Lit- 
ten,  T.  J.  Bennett,  J.  F.  Hamilton,  W.  A.  Morris,  B.  E.  Hadra,  and 
other  gentlemen  present.  The  paper,  with  a  synopsis  of  the  dis- 
cussion, will  appear  in  the  March  number  of  the  Journal. 


The  Paper  of  Dr.  Q.  C.  Smith  on  Acute  Pulmonic  Inflammations 
in  children,  which  appears  in  this  issue,  was  read  before  the  Travis 
County  Medical  Society  at  a  late  meeting,  by  appointment,  and  was 
discussed  by  Drs.  Swearingen,  Tyner,  Bennett,  Daniel,  Dean,  and 
Dr.  Carhart,  of  Lampasas,  a  visiting  brother.  It  was  intended  to 
embody  their  remarks  in  a  report  of  the  meeting,  to  be  published 
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with  the  paper,  but  the  secretary  failed  to  supply  the  manuscript  in 
time. 

T.  S.  M.  A.  Section  on  Gynaecology;  Dr.  Christian  requests  us 
to  insert  the  following: 

"  The  profession  are  respectfully  invited  to  contribute  to  the  Gy- 
naecological Section  of  the  Texas  S.  Med.  Association  at  the  April 
meeting.  All  papers  should  be  sent  to  Dr.  John  C.  Jones,  Secre- 
tary, Gonzales,  Texas,  by  April  10. 

Respectfully, 

G.  W.  Christian,  Chm. 


J^ULLINGS    FROM  j^ONTEMPORARIES, 

THE  CHOICE  OF  GENERAL  AESTHETICS  IN  SURGERY  AND 

OBSTETRICS.* 

By  Hunter  McGuire,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Ex-President  American  Sur- 
gical Association,  Ex-President  and  Honorary  Fellow  Medical 
Society  of  Virginia,  etc.,  Richmond,  Va. 

[We  reproduce  the  following  article,  from  the  Virginia  Medical 
Monthly)  because  we  consider  it  not  only  interesting  reading,  but 
an  able  review  of  the  subject  of  anaesthetics,  from  the  standpoint 
of  a  large  personal  experience  and  intelligent  observation,  by  one 
well  fitted  to  weigh  facts  and  make  deductions  ;  and  so  situated  as 
to  have  unusual  facilities  for  observation. 

The  subject  is  of  so  much  importance,  and  generally,  so  little 
understood  in  all  its  bearings,  that  we  believe  we  do  our  readers  a 
service  in  presenting  it  here.  In  so  doing  we  ask  to  be  pardoned 
the  liberty  of  saying  that  with  regard  to  the  use  of  chloroform  in 
military  surgery  our  own  experience  corroborates  Dr.  McGuire's 
statements.  In  the  hospitals  and  on  the  field,  chloroform  was  used 
with  a  freedom  bordering  on  reeklessness  ;  it  was  given  in  all 
operations,  and  with  the  utmost  freedom,  and  (it  must  be  born  in 
mind) — it  was  not — always, — very  rarely,  indeed — "Squibb's  chlo- 


*This  was  the  title  of  the  subject  for  general  discussion  before  the  Medical  Society 
of  Virginia,  in  session  in  Richmond  October  1<\  18S7.   Dr.  McGuire  was  the  leader. 
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roform;" — there  was  no  guarantee  of  its  purity,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, no  doubt,  much  was  used  that  was  not  pure, — yet  the  occur- 
rence of  an  accident  under  its  use,  was  rare,  and  a  death  from  its 
administration,  or,  during  its  administration  was  unknown,  in 
many  hundreds  of  cases.  Hence,  quite,  naturally,  our  predelic- 
tion  is  for  chloroform,  in  general  surgery.  We  cannot  help  believ- 
ing, in  view  of  our  own  experience  in  military  surgery,  and  a  some- 
what extended  observation  in  private  practice  since  the  war, — 
especially  as  other  surgeons — amongst  them  Dr.  McGuire — testify 
to  the  same  effect,  that  the  dangers  of  choloroform  anaesthesia 
are  greatly  exagcrated. — Ed.] 

Mr.  President — I  believe  the  members  of  this  Society  will  gen- 
erally concur  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Committee  in  selecting  for  dis- 
cussion to-day  the  subject  announced,  "The  Choice  of  General 
Anaesthetics  in  Surgery  and  Obstetrics." 

For  forty  years  medical  journals  and  books  have  been  rich  in 
articles  on  the  different  general  anaesthetics.  Papers  almost  innu- 
merably have  been  written  on  nitrous  oxide,  chloroform,  ether, 
bichloride  of  methylene,  and  five  or  six  other  agents — all  except 
the  first  belonging  to  the  class  of  alcohols  or  ethers;  but  compar- 
atively very  few  discussions  had  been  hear,  or  articles  written,, 
upon  the  relative  value  and  dangers  of  the  different  anaesthetics. 
What  anaesthetic  to  use  is  an  important,  often  vital  question,  and 
to  most  of  us  one  of  daily  occurrence,  but  it  is  still  undecided. 
The  two  principal  agents,  chloroform  and  ether,  have  been  in  use 
for  many  years — ether  since  1846,  and  chloroform  since  1847 — Dut 
the  profession  is  undetermined  which  is  the  safer  and  better.  I 
may  say  in  passing,  but  without  any  intention  of  discussing  the 
idea,  for  it  has,  I  think,  been  definitely  settled  as  erroneous,  some 
writers  have  stated  that  the  use  of  any  anaesthetic  lessens  the  suc- 
cess of  operative  sargery. 

In  France,  except  in  the  city  of  Lyons;  in  Germany  and  Aus- 
tria, except  in  the  city  of  Vienna,  chloroform  is  almost  exclusively 
given.  In  Italy  chloroform  is  generally  preferred.  In  Great  Bri- 
tain chloroform,  and  mixtures  of  chleroform  with  other  anaesthet- 
ics are  principally  employed;  probably  about  one-third  of  the  ad- 
ministrators use  ether,  aad  some  nitrous  oxide  alone,  or  combined 
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with  ether.  Dr.  H.  \V.  Boone,  of  Shanghai,  informs  me  that  chlo- 
roform is  the  agent  principally  given  in  the  Northern  and  Western 
States,  and  in  the  Southern  States  chloroform  is  chiefly  adminis- 
tered. From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  chloroform,  by  itself,  or  com- 
bined with  other  anaesthetics,  is  much  more  frequently  used  than 
ether.  How  much  more  frequently  we  have  no  means  of  accurate- 
ly determining,  but  taking  obstetrical  cases  along  with  the  surgi- 
cal, it  may  safely  be  said  that  to-day,  throughout  the  civilized 
world,  chloroform  is  given  twenty  times  where  ether  is  adminis- 
tered once.  The  questiou  as  to  the  relative  advantages  and  disad- 
vantages of  these  two  agents  can  only  be  eventually  disposed  of  by 
the  combined  experience  of  many  observers.  The  experience  of 
no  one  man,  or  no  small  set  of  men,  can  determine  the  question  ; 
and  until  associations  like  this  scientifically  investigate  and  answer 
it,  some  will  give  ether,  some  chloroform,  some  nitrous  oxide, 
bromoform,  bromide  of  ethyl,  etc.,  as  their  custom,  fancy  or  con- 
venience may  decide. 

Neither  your  patience  nor  the  time  allowed  by  the  Committee 
for  this  paper,  and  the  discussion  to  follow,  will  permit  me  to  at- 
tempt an  exhaustive  essay  on  this  subject,  and  I  propose  to  res- 
trict what  I  have  to  say  to  the  relative  value  and  danger  of  the  two 
principal  general  anaesthetics  in  use,  chloroform  and  ether.  I  shall 
confine  my  remarks  chiefly  to  what  I  have  myself  observed  in  the 
almost  daily  use  of  one  or  both  of  these  agents.  I  hope  in  this 
way  to  open  the  discussion,  and  to  elicit  the  personal  experience  of 
members  of  this  body. 

It  may  be  suggested  that  in  the  rapid  advance  and  progress  of 
science,  it  is  probable  some  other  anaesthetic,  safer  and  better  in 
every  way  than  either  chloroform  or  ether,  will  soon  be  discovered, 
and  the  discussion  of  the  relative  value  of  these  agents  become  un- 
necessary;  but  we  must  remember  that  many  years  of  very  patient 
observation  will  be  needed  to  settle  the  fact  that  some  new  agent  is 
safer  and  better,  and  that  we  of  this  age  and  generation  will  not 
likely  live  to  see  it.  I  venture  to  predict  that  when  the  experience 
of  the  civilized  world  is  collected  and  analyzed,  it  will  be  found,  if 
indeed  it  is  possible  to  definitely  settle  such  a  question,  that  in 
certain  cases  ether  should  be  given,  and  in  certain  other  cases 
chloroform  employed,  and  that  every  good  surgeon  will  be  expected 
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roform;" — there  was  no  guarantee  of  its  purity,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, no  doubt,  much  was  used  that  was  not  pure, — yet  the  occur- 
rence of  an  accident  under  its  use,  was  rare,  and  a  death  from  its 
administration,  or,  during  its  administration  was  unknown,  in 
many  hundreds  of  cases.  Hence,  quite,  naturally,  our  predelic- 
tion  is  for  chloroform,  in  general  surgery.  We  cannot  help  believ- 
ing, in  view  of  our  own  experience  in  military  surgery,  and  a  some- 
what extended  observation  in  private  practice  since  the  war, — 
especially  as  other  surgeons — amongst  them  Dr.  McGuire — testify 
to  the  same  effect,  that  the  dangers  of  choloroform  anaesthesia 
are  greatly  exagcrated. — Ed.] 

Mr.  President — I  believe  the  members  of  this  Society  will  gen- 
erally concur  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Committee  in  selecting  for  dis- 
cussion to-day  the  subject  announced,  "The  Choice  of  General 
Anaesthetics  in  Surgery  and  Obstetrics." 

For  forty  years  medical  journals  and  books  have  been  rich  in 
articles  on  the  different  general  anaesthetics.  Papers  almost  innu- 
merably have  been  written  on  nitrous  oxide,  chloroform,  ether, 
bichloride  of  methylene,  and  five  or  six  other  agents — all  except 
the  first  belonging  to  the  class  of  alcohols  or  ethers;  but  compar- 
atively very  few  discussions  had  been  hear,  or  articles  written,, 
upon  the  relative  value  and  dangers  of  the  different  anaesthetics. 
What  anaesthetic  to  use  is  an  important,  often  vital  question,  and 
to  most  of  us  one  of  daily  occurrence,  but  it  is  still  undecided. 
The  two  principal  agents,  chloroform  and  ether,  have  been  in  use 
for  many  years — ether  since  1846,  and  chloroform  since  1847 — Dut 
the  profession  is  undetermined  which  is  the  safer  and  better.  I 
may  say  in  passing,  but  without  any  intention  of  discussing  the 
idea,  for  it  has,  I  think,  been  definitely  settled  as  erroneous,  some 
writers  have  stated  that  the  use  of  any  anaesthetic  lessens  the  suc- 
cess of  operative  sargery. 

In  France,  except  in  the  city  of  Lyons;  in  Germany  and  Aus- 
tria, except  in  the  city  of  Vienna,  chloroform  is  almost  exclusively 
given.  In  Italy  chloroform  is  generally  preferred.  In  Great  Bri- 
tain chloroform,  and  mixtures  of  chl©roform  with  other  anaesthet- 
ics are  principally  employed;  probably  about  one-third  of  the  ad- 
ministrators use  ether,  aad  some  nitrous  oxide  alone,  or  combined 
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with  ether.  Dr.  H.  W.  Boone,  of  Shanghai,  informs  me  that  chlo- 
roform is  the  agent  principally  given  in  the  Northern  and  Western 
States,  and  in  the  Southern  States  chloroform  is  chiefly  adminis- 
tered. From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  chloroform,  by  itself,  or  com- 
bined with  other  anaesthetics,  is  much  more  frequently  used  than 
ether.  How  much  more  frequently  we  have  no  means  of  accurate- 
ly determining,  but  taking  obstetrical  cases  along  with  the  surgi- 
cal, it  may  safely  be  said  that  to-day,  throughout  the  civilized 
world,  chloroform  is  given  twenty  times  where  ether  is  adminis- 
tered once.  The  questiou  as  to  the  relative  advantages  and  disad- 
vantages of  these  two  agents  can  only  be  eventually  disposed  of  by 
the  combined  experience  of  many  observers.  The  experience  of 
no  one  man,  or  no  small  set  of  men,  can  determine  the  question  ; 
and  until  associations  like  this  scientifically  investigate  and  answer 
it,  some  will  give  ether,  some  chloroform,  some  nitrous  oxide, 
bromoform,  bromide  of  ethyl,  etc.,  as  their  custom,  fancy  or  con- 
venience may  decide. 

Neither  your  patience  nor  the  time  allowed  by  the  Committee 
for  this  paper,  and  the  discussion  to  follow,  will  permit  me  to  at- 
tempt an  exhaustive  essay  on  this  subject,  and  I  propose  to  res- 
trict what  I  have  to  say  to  the  relative  value  and  danger  of  the  two 
principal  general  anaesthetics  in  use,  chloroform  and  ether.  I  shall 
confine  my  remarks  chiefly  to  what  I  have  myself  observed  in  the 
almost  daily  use  of  one  or  both  of  these  agents.  I  hope  in  this 
way  to  open  the  discussion,  and  to  elicit  the  personal  experience  of 
members  of  this  body. 

It  may  be  suggested  that  in  the  rapid  advance  and  progress  of 
science,  it  is  probable  some  other  anaesthetic,  safer  and  better  in 
every  way  than  either  chloroform  or  ether,  will  soon  be  discovered, 
and  the  discussion  of  the  relative  value  of  these  agents  become  un- 
necessary;  but  we  must  remember  that  many  years  of  very  patient 
observation  will  be  needed  to  settle  the  fact  that  some  new  agent  is 
safer  and  better,  and  that  we  of  this  age  and  generation  will  not 
likely  live  to  see  it.  I  venture  to  predict  that  when  the  experience 
of  the  civilized  world  is  collected  and  analyzed,  it  will  be  found,  if 
indeed  it  is  possible  to  definitely  settle  such  a  question,  that  in 
certain  cases  ether  should  be  given,  and  in  certain  other  cases 
chloroform  employed,  and  that  every  good  surgeon  will  be  expected 
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to  exercise  discrimination  in  the  selection  of  his  anaesthetic.  For 
myself,  I  am  wedded  to  neither  of  these  agents.  In  general  terms, 
in  feeble,  very  anaemic  people,  or  those  sufferring  from  the  prostra- 
tion of  shock,  or  loss  of  blood,  I  prefer  ether;  in  either  the  young 
or  the  old,  or  in  cases  when  cardiac,  renal  or  pulmonary  trouble  is 
suspected,  as  a  rule,  I  think  chloroform  is  safer.  Accidents  occa- 
sionally follow  the  administration  of  both  ether  and  chloroform, 
this,  too,  in  the  hands  of  competent  and  most  skillful  men.  Al- 
ready between  four  and  five  hundred  deaths  from  chloroform  have 
been  reported,  and  nearly  if  not  quite  one  hundred  deaths  from 
ether.  What  the  ratio  of  either  of  the  agents  is  to  the  number  of 
inhalations,  we  are  so  far  unable  to  determine.  That  both  agents 
sometimes  kill  the  patient,  the  most  bigoted  and  partizan  advocate 
of  either  ether  or  chloroform  must  admit.  But  which  one  of  the 
anaesthetics  is  more  dangerous  and  apt  to  kill  is  the  paramount  but 
undetermined  question.  Safety  of  the  patient  is  the  important  point, 
before  which  all  else  should  yield;  compared  to  that,  convenience, 
comfort,  time,  money  and  everything  else  are  as  nothing. 

The  tracings  of  the  sphygmograph  show  invarible  during  the  in- 
halation of  chloroform,  marked  depression  of  the  heart  and  circula- 
tion. In  anaesthesia  from  ether,  this  is  only  occasionally  seen, and 
then  it  is  not  so  marked.  The  spygmograph  shows  that  depression 
of  the  vaso-motor  functions  and  cardiac  paralysis  is  more  likely  to 
occur  from  chloroform  than  from  ether  ;  that  the  former  is  much 
the  more  powerful  and  dangerous  agent  ;  but  clinical  experience 
shows  that  when  the  vapor  of  chloroform  is  withdrawn,  and 
consciousness  returns,  the  patient  is  free  from  all  danger  from  the 
anaesthetic.  In  ether,  several  minutes  after  the  vapor  is  taken 
away,  and  after  all  danger  from  anaesthetic  is  supposed  to  have 
passed,  when  all  ether  vapor  we  would  think  had  escaped  from  the 
lungs,  dangerous  symptoms  suddenly  present  themselves,  from 
which  the  patient  is  with  difficulty  rescued,  or  even  death  itself 
takes  place.  Or  again,  hours  or  even  days  after  ether  has  been 
given,  acute  nephritis  or  pneumonia,  directly  traceable  to  the  ether, 
occurs,  threatening  the  life  or  causing  the  death  of  the  patient. 
We  may  say,  then,  that  chloroform  is  the  more  powerful  and  im- 
mediately dangerous  anaesthetic  ;  that  when  it  kills  it  does  so  sud- 
denly, shockingly  ;    but  that  when  the  vapor  is  withdrawn  and 
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consciousness  begins  to  come  back,  the  danger  is  absolutely  over. 
Ether  may  kill  as  chloroform  does,  just  as  suddenly,  during  the 
operation,  but  tt  is  much  less  likely  to  do  so.  The  danger  from 
this  anaesthetic  is,  however,  not  over  when  the  vapor  is  removed  ; 
alarming  symptoms  or  death  may  occur,  by  cardiac  paralysis,  a  few- 
minutes  after,  or  by  acute  nephritis  or  pneumonia,  hours  or  days 
after  the  administration.  I  think  with  regard  to  the  selection  of 
an  anaesthetic  this  much  is  established,  that  in  acute  or  chronic 
diseases  of  the  kidneys  or  lungs,  ether  is  more  dangerous  as  an 
anaesthetic  than  chloroform. 

I  spoke  only  of  paralysis  of  the  heart  in  connection  with  chloro- 
form, because  it  is  the  most  common  mode  of  death  in  fatal  cases, 
probably  more  common  than  all  the  other  causes  combined  ;  but 
we  all  know  that  this  is  not  the  only  mode  of  death  from  either  of 
these  anaesthetics.  Both  ether  and  chloroform,  especially  the 
latter  may  kill  by  using  too  concentrated  a  vapor  \  both  may  kill 
during  the  period  of  muscular  excitement,  or  by  paralysis  of  the 
respiratory  nervous  centre. 

In  selecting  the  anaesthetic,  I  am  somewhat  governed,  other 
things  being  equal,  by  the  character  of  the  assistant  who  is  to  ad- 
minister the  narcotic.  If  he  is  experienced  or  skillful,  or  nervous, 
and  disposed  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  every  one  around  him  and 
neglect  his  own,  ether  is  the  safer.  To  give  chloroform  requires 
skill,  and  the  ability  not  always  possessed  by  an  assistant,  of  at- 
tending strictly  to  his  own  business.  A  man  accustomed  to  give 
ether  is  not  always  a  safe  administrator  of  chloroform.  To  ask  a 
patient  to  take  long,  deep  or  rapid  inspirations  of  chloroform  vapor 
is  very  dangerous.  The  greatest  danger  from  this  agent  is  in  the 
early  stage  of  its  administration,  long  before  unconsciousness  oc- 
curs, when,  by  a  too  concentrated  vapor,  or  by  its  too  rapid  ad- 
ministration, the  nervous  centres  presiding  over  the  heart  and  cir- 
culation may  be  surprised  and  overwhelmed.  And  when  a  patient 
in  pain,  or  in  dread  of  the  knife  being  used  before  unconsciousness 
takes  place,  breathes  rapidly  and  deeply  in  order  that  he  may 
more  quickly  become  nacrotized,  it  is  safer  to  partially  or  for  a 
time  completely  remove  the  chloroform.  I  think  it  safer,  too,  when 
practicable,  to  keep  the  patient's  head  turned  to  one  side  in  using 
chloroform,  so  that  the  vapor,  four  times  heavier  than  air,  may  not 
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occupy  the  base  of  the  cone  and  exclude  the  atmorphere.  In  giv- 
ing chloroform  it  is  better  to  begin  with  a  small  quantity  and  allow 
with  the  vapor  plenty  of  fresh  air,  and  ^gradually  accustom  the 
patient  to  its  use.    Never  give  chloroform  in  a  hurry. 

The  use  of  ether  does  not  demand  so  much  care,  although,  if 
what  I  have  stated  with  regard  to  its  dangers  is  correct,  a  certain 
amount  of  skill  and  caution  should  be  observed.  This,  after  using 
it  very  often,  is  the  impression  I  have  of  it  ;  but  in  a  Northern 
city,  where,  in  the  opinion  of  the  profession,  to  give  chloroform  is 
almost  a  penal  offence,  I  saw  ether  administered  with  a  reckless- 
ness which  astonished  and  alarmed  me,  and  I  lost  my  interest  in 
the  operation  being  performed  in  watching  the  purple,  asphyxiated 
patient,  and  wondering  why  he  did  not  die  ;  and  why  he  did  not, 
I  confess,  was  beyond  my  comprehension.  I  understood  then  why 
men  who  gave  ether  in  that  way  were,  and  well  might  be,  afraid  of 
chloroform. 

The  plan  of  giving  alcohol,  as  a  heart  stimulant,  just  before  ad- 
ministering chloroform,  is,  in  my  opinion,  liable  to  serious  objec- 
tions, and  for  many  years  I  have  abandoned  its  use  in  this  way. 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  difficult  to  know  in  all  cases  what  a  stimulant 
dose  of  whiskey  is,  so  much  depends  upon  the  habit  and  tempera- 
ment of  the  patient,  or  the  depression  which  disease,  injury  or 
mental  apprehension  has  produced.  A  stimulant  dose  of  whiskey 
in  one  man  may  be  a  sedative  dose  in  another,  and  in  all  cases  the 
secondary  sedative  efiect  of  the  alcohol  may  come  on,  especially 
if  the  anaesthesia  is  kept  up  for  some  length  of  time,  and  add  to, 
rather  than  prevent  the  depression.  I  am  satisfied  that  alcohol  in- 
creases the  duration  of  violence  of  the  stage  of  excitement,  and 
makes  nausea  and  vomiting  more  likely  to  occur  during  and  espe- 
cially after  the  operation  is  completed.  We  all  agree  that  men 
accustomed  to  the  free  use  of  liquor  are  bad  subjects  for  anaesthe- 
tics, and  my  observation  leads  me  to  think  that  a  dose  of  whiskey 
before  giving  chloroform  averts  no  danger,  but  rather  adds  to  this, 
as  well  as  to  the  general  discomfort  of  the  patient. 

I  was  surprised  to  see,  a  few  days  ago,  a  paper^on  chloroform, 
written  by  a  very  deservedly  eminent  surgeon  of  New  York,  in 
which  he  advocates  giving  a  very  small  dose  of  chloroform,  say  20 
or  30  drops,  to  be  administered  in  a  concentrated  vapor.  If 
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alarming  symptoms  set  in,  this  amount  of  vapor  could  be  speedily 
pumped  out  of  the  lungs  by  artificial  respiration.  This  is  dangerous 
doctrine  to  teach,  and,  coming  from  so  prominent  a  man,  calculated 
to  mislead  others.  In  the  only  death  of  chloroform  that  has 
happened  in  my  hands,  the  action  of  the  heart  stopped  instantly. 
I  was  given  the  vapor  myself;  had  my  finger  on  the  woman's  pulse, 
and  the  first  indication  of  danger  was  the  sudden  stoppage  of  the 
heart.  It  did  not  flutter,  or  intermit,  or  grow  weak,  but 
abruptly  ceased,  and  this  while  the  patient  was  yet  conscious. 

Although  all  means  were  tried  to  resuscitate  the  patient,  I  knew 
when  it  happened  that  no  power  on  earth  could  ever  make  that 
heart  beat  again.  It  was  like  the  syncope  of  concussion  of  the 
brain;  the  contractile  pewer  of  the  heart  was  annihilated;  and  lam 
eure  that  the  advocate  of  small  doses  of  concentrated  vapor  of  chlo- 
roform will  find,  when  disaster  comes,  that  he  may  remove  from 
the  lungs  all  of  the  vapor  by  artificial  respiration;  but  he  cannot 
in  this  way  take  away  the  impressiou  he  has  produced  on  the  nerve 
centers,  which  have  stopped  the  heart's  action.  He  may  as  well 
say  he  will  not  apply  a  blazing  torch  to  the  fuse  which  leads  to  a 
magazine  of  powder,  but  that  he  will  use  only  a  spark  of  fire,  and  if 
danger  comes,  he  can  blow  that  out. 

There  is  one  hazzard  from  chloroform  which,  although  we  are 
frequently  taught  we  are  apt  to  forget — that  is,  operating  during  par- 
tial anaesthesia.  I  believe  we  are  all  liable  to  forget  this  great  and 
unjustifiable  danger  of  beginning  or  performing  an  operation  be- 
fore the  patient  is  fully  under  the  anaesthetic.  Many  of  the  deaths 
from  chloroform  have  happened  in  this  way.  A  tooth  is  to  be 
drawn,  a  pile  tied,  a  felon  opened,  or  some  operation  performed 
which  is  the  work  of  a  few  seconds;  and  the  inclination  is  to  op- 
erate before  the  anaesthesia  is  complete.  It  is  extremely  hazardous 
to  do  this.  Possibly  the  brain  has  not  lost  consciousness,  and  the 
patient  is  dimly  aware  that  the  operation  has  begun,  that  the  pain 
he  dreads  is  to  follow,  and  in  consequence  of  his  terror,  fatal  syn- 
cope comes  on;  or,  if  intellectual  consciousness  is  lost,  there  seems 
to  be — if  I  may  so  speak — a  consciousness  still  left  in  the  nerve 
centers,  which  preside  over  the  heart  and  circulation,  and  the  im- 
pression of  pain  on  them  is  fatal.  Ether  is  safer  when  the  opera- 
tion is  to  be  performed  with  partial  anaesthesia. 
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In  all  operations  about  the  face  or  throat,  where  blood  or  other 
fluids  may  escape  into  the  wind-pipe,  ether  is  the  more  dangerous, 
and  chloroform  the  safer  agent  to  use.  I  do  not  think  I  ever  saw 
the  irritability  of  the  larynx  or  trachia  entirely  lost  in  anaesthesia 
from  chloroform,  but  I  have  seen  this  happen  in  other  cases;  the 
sensibility  or  reflex  irritability  is  for  the  time  abolished,  and  foreign 
substances  easily  find  their  way  into  the  wind-pipe.  Possibly  the 
cold  vapor  of  ether  may  to  some  extent  account  for  this  fact. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  paper,  I  said  that  I  thought  chloroform 
the  safer  agent  in  cardiac  troubles.  I  wish  to  except  from  this  class 
a  nervously  weak  heart.  In  organic  valvular  disease  of  the  heart, 
with  the  usual  compensative  muscular  hypertrophy,  I  have  given 
chloroford  hundreds  of  times,  and  never  had  cause  for  alarm.  On 
the  contrary,  the  heart's  action  became  usually  more  quiet  and  reg- 
ular, and  chloroform  is  safer  here  than  ether.  But  in  a  heart  weak 
from  fatty  degeneration,  or  from  loss  of  blood,  or  great  anaemia 
from  other  causes,  any  anaesthetic  is  hazardous,  but  chloroform,  I 
believe,  is  more  dangerous  than  ether. 

Of  all  the  elements  of  danger,  to  my  mind,  from  chloroform,  fear 
on  the  part  of  the  patient  is  the  greatest.    If  the  patient  is,  so  to 
speak,  in  mortal  terror  of  the  anaesthetic,  the  heart  is  nervously 
weak,  and  the  hazard  to  life  is  especially  great.    All  things  being 
equal,  ether,  then,  is  the  safer  agent  to  use.    To  the  dread  of  the 
operation  the  patient  may  have  added  the  hazard  of  the  anaesthetic, 
and  the  emotional  condition  be  one  of  absolute  terror.    Fatal  cases 
under  such  circumstances  are  not  uncommon.    A  few  words  of  en- 
couragement from  the  administrator,  or  a  calm,  confident  manner 
on  his  part,  may  allay  the  anxiety;  but  if  it  does  not,  and  the  great 
alarm  continues,  it  will  be  safer  to  give  hypodermically  ^  grain  of 
morphia  and  i-ioo  of  a  grain  of  atropia,  and  wait  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes  for  the  physiological  effects  of  these  drugs  before  giving 
the  anaesthetic.    Emotional  excitement  greatly  increases  the  chan- 
ces of  paralysis  of  the  nerve  centers  which  preside  over  the  circu- 
lation.   Morphia  obtunds  the  sensibility  of  the  nervous  system, 
and  at  the  same  time  is  a  cardiac  stimulant.    Atropia  is  probably 
still  more  powerful  in  this  direction,  and  the  employment  of  these 
drugs  under  such  circumstances  will  lessen  or  completely  remove 
the  danger.    I  think  both  reason  and  clinical  experience  have  con- 
firmed this  fact. 
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I  am  sure  that  the  emotional  excitement  of  fear  has  not  had  its 
due  weight  with  operators.  It  is  not  altogether  possible  to  explain 
its  physiological  effect  upon  the  nervous  system,  and  the  heart  and 
circulation.  It  varies  so  much  with  the  sensibility  or  emotional 
nature  of  the  individuals.  With  some  it  is  fixed,  and  impossible  to 
allay;  with  others  it  is  transient,  and  easily  removed;  with  some 
its  effect  upon  the  nervous  system  is  profound,  lasting,  and  danger- 
ous; with  others  this  impression  is  trifling  and  evanescent.  It  is 
impossible  always  to  estimate  its  power  or  effect ;  but  that  it  is  an 
important  element  of  danger  all  observant  administors  will  admit. 

Children  take  chloroform  well  and  safely.  I  believe  the  most 
zealous  advocates  of  ether  confess  that  chloroform  is  safer  and 
better  for  them.  The  principal  reason  for  its  safety  in  children  is 
that  they  are  ignorant  of  its  danger,  and  are  not  afraid  of  being 
killed  by  it.  How  else  can  we  satisfactorily  explain  the  compara- 
tive immunity  from  danger  to  the  young  ? 

It  is  a  significant  fact,  too,  that  Nussbaum  has  seen  in  military 
life  40,000  administrations  of  chloroform  without  an  accident; 
and  that  in  the  Confederate  Army  Corps  to  which  I  was  attached, 
as  Medical  Director,  chloroform  was  given  28,000  times  without  a 
death  ascribed  to  its  use.  Can  these  facts  be  explained  by  the  age, 
sex,  health,  etc.,  of  the  soldiers.  I  think  not ;  because  men  of  the 
same  age,  health,  etc.,  sometimes  die  in  the  hands  of  civil  surgeons 
in  chloroform  anaesthesia.  In  military  life,  I  know,  not  simply 
from  theory,  but  from  actual  observation,  that  the  pain  of  a  gun- 
shot wound,  and  the  danger  from  it  to  life,  or  loss  of  limb,  makes 
the  soldier  dread  the  hazard  of  chloroform  very  little — if  at  all. 

It  is  a  significant  fact,  too,  in  this  connection,  that  chloroform 
has  been  given  to  hundreds  of  thousands  of  women  in  child-birth; 
and  when  the  agent  was  in  the  hands  of  competent  men,  but  one 
fatal  case  has  occurred,  and  in  this  instance  it  was  by  no  means 
certain  that  death  was  due  to  the  anaesthetic.  Even  when  surgical 
operations  have  been  required  and  performed  in  obstetrical  cases, 
no  deaths  have  occurred  from  its  employment.  Indeed,  so  far  as 
we  can  see  from  the  experience  of  thousands  of  cases,  chloroform 
is  absolutely  safe  in  parturient  women,  even  less  dangerous  than  a 
dose  of  ergot,  or  oil,  or  opium.  How  can  we  explain  this  great 
and  entire  exemption  from  danger  when  using  chloroform  in  ob- 
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stetrical  cases?  We  cannot  account  for  it  by  the  sex  of  the  pa- 
tient, or  the  small  quantity  given  at  a  time,  for  in  other  conditions 
death  sometimes  results  from  small  doses.  Her  age  has  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  She  is  likely  stronger  and  more  healthy  during  the 
child-bearing  period  of  life  than  in  youth  or  old  age;  nor  does  this 
same  condition  of  age,  or  strength,  or  health,  avert  the  danger 
from  chloroform  in  other  cases  not  obstetrical.  The  recumbent 
position  surely  does  not  explain  it;  for  while  this  position  in 
anaesthesia,  from  both  chloroform  and  ether,  should,  when  possi- 
ble, be  always  observed,  many  deaths  from  chloroform  and  ether 
have  happened  to  patients  in  the  recumbent  posture.  Have  the 
pains  of  labor  anything  to  do  with  this  exemption?  I  believe  not; 
for  we  have  pain  from  the  surgeon's  knife,  and  from  the  disease  or 
injury  for  which  the  operation  is  performed.  The  pains  of  labor 
too,  often  stop  for  several  hours.  I  think  we  can  only  explain  this 
absence  of  danger  from  chloroform  in  obstetrics  by  the  absence, 
on  the  part  of  the  patient,  of  any  dread  of  the  chloroform.  As  a 
rule,  so  far  from  any  fear  of  it,  she  begs  piteously  for  it,  and  her 
condition  renders  her  absolutely  free  from  that  emotional  state 
which  depresses  the  heart  and  circulation. 

I  would  like  to  speak,  if  time  permitted,  of  the  importance  of 
using  pure  articles  of  chloroform  and  ether;  of  giving  first  ether,  as 
I  have  sometimes  done,  in  cases  of  functionally  weak  hearts,  and 
substituting  chloroform  before  anaesthesia  is  complete;  of  chang- 
ing the  anaesthetic  when  one  is  found  to  act  badly,  or  dangerous 
symptoms  arise;  and  several  other  points  in  regard  to  the  selec- 
tion of  anaesthetics;  but  I  forbear.  I  hope  some  of  these  topics 
will  come  up  in  the  general  discussion  of  the  subject. 

Before  closing  this  paper,  I  am  sure  the  Society  will  unite  with 
me  in  deploring  the  sometimes  bitter  and  partisan  debates  so  often 
seen  in  discussing  the  question  of  the  relative  value  of  ether  and 
chloroform.  Some,  who  give  exclusively  one  of  these  anaesthetics, 
will  scarcely  tolerate  the  discussion  of  the  comparative  safety  and 
value  of  the  other.  Statistics,  general  facts,  and  clinical  experi- 
ence have  no  weight  with  them,  and  denunciation  takes  the  place 
of  argument.  Some  who  give  chloroform  say  in  effect,  unjustly  I 
know,  that  the  administrators  of  ether  are  wanting  in  moral  cour- 
age, and  are  afraid  of  public  opinion;  that  they  would  rather  sub- 
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ject  their  patients  to  the  hazards  of  the  after-consequents  of  ether 
than  the  immediate  dangers  of  chloroform;  that  the  latter  is  less 
frequent,  but  when  it  does  occur,  communities  are  more  shocked 
and  frightened  by  it.  Some  of  those  who  give  ether,  as  bitterly 
and  vehemently  denounce  the  men  who  give  chloroform.  In  the 
last  text-books  on  surgery,  issued  this  year,  you  will  find  the  fol- 
lowing: "  In  general,  there  is  no  comparison  between  these  agents; 
ether  is  so  much  safer  than  chloroform  that  the  latter  is  fast  disap- 
pearing in  practice.  The  estimated  death  rate  after  ether  is  1  in 
20,000;  in  chloroform,  1  in  3,000;  seven  lives  are  sacrificed  to 
chloroform  to  one  by  ether."  Such  statements  are  the  outcome  of 
prejudiced  brains,  and  absolutely  unwarranted  by  any  facts  or  fig- 
ures known  to  the  profession.  In  the  discussion  of  a  purely  scien- 
tific question,  the  proper  solution  of  which  may  involve  human  life, 
such  feeling  should  be  avoided.  Let  those  who  prefer  one  of  these 
agents,  give  to  his  fellows  who  select  the  other,  credit  for  equal  hon- 
esty, and  the  same  desire  to  save  human  life  and  suffering.  Surely 
the  bigotry  and  intolerance  we  unfortunately  sometimes  see  in 
theological  and  other  debates,  and  the  partisan  rancor  often  found 
in  political  contests,  should  have  no  place  in  questions  like  the  one 
under  consideration. —  Virginia  Medical  Monthly. 


The  Way  to  Aid  a  Home  Journal. — There  are  a  few  phy- 
sicians in  this  State  who  pay  their  subscription  to  Daniel's  Texas 
Medical  Journal  from  two  to  five  years  in  advance.  We  name 
Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen,  Dr.  T.  D.  Wooten,  Dr.  R.  T.  Knox,  Gon- 
zales, 1st  Vice-President  T.  S.  M.  A.,  Dr.  Jos.  Getzwiler,  Goliad,  and 
Dr  M.  D.  Sterrett,  of  Grand  Bluff;  while  many  interest  themselves 
and  aid  us  by  getting  up  clubs. 


Dr.  A.  E.  Holden,  representing  Fairchild  Bros.  &  Foster — the 
manufacturers  of  Peptogenic  Milk  Powders,  Pancreatine,  Fair- 
child's  Pepsine  and  other  well  known  and  standard  Pharmaceuticals, 
favored  us  with  a  visit  last  week.  He  is  an  enthusiast  in  the  cause 
of  artificial  digestion,  and  takes  pleasure  in  demonstrating  the  vir- 
tues of  the  Fairchild  preparations.  Mr.  H.  will  canvas  Texas,  and 
we  bespeak  for  him  a  kindly  reception. 


1 
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This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
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THE  COMING  MEETING  AT  GALYESTON. 


Indications  point  to  a  large  gathering.  The  season  is  propitious, 
the  city  and  the  occasion  very  attractive,  and  the  able  committee 
of  arrangements  have  made  ample  provisions. 

The  President's  chaste  and  eloquent  appeal  in  behalf  of  social 
and  scientific  reunion,  and  a  harmonious  discussion  of  Medical 
Science,  has  gone  out,  broadcast  over  the  State,  and  cannot  fail  to 
arouse  an  interest  where  none  was  felt  before,  or  intensify  that  of 
the  most  zealous  members.  It  is  a  stirring  appeal;  and  the  Journal 
sincerely  hopes,  and  cherishes  the  belief,  that  it  may  be,  to  the 
present  agitated  state  of  professional  feeling — the  ground-swell  as 
it  were,  following  the  storm  which  stirred,  and  nearly  wrecked,  the 
Association  at  the  last  meeting — like  a  "peace,  be  still  !"  to  the 
troubled  waters. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  members, — that  all  true  Physicians, — will 
come  to  this  meeting,  feeling  that  it  is  a  Convention  of  Medical 
Men,  for  the  discussion  of  Medical  Science  and  its  advancement 
and  elevation — the  better  interests  of  legitimate  Medicine,  and  the 
wellfare  of  those  entrusted  to  their  care,  and  not  a  high  court  of 
errors  and  appeals  ;  not  a  Star  chamber,  nor  an  inquisition  :  nor 
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yet  a  court,  whose  sole  business  is  to  regulate  the  personal  and  pro- 
fessional relations  and  intercourse  between  individual?  ;  not  a 
chance  nor  opportunity  to  vent  personal  spite  or  ill  will,  nor  a 
tribunal,  like  a  police  court,  to  entertain  charges  of  a  criminal 
nature. 

The  new  Constitution  and  By-laws — proposed — clearly  defines 
the  duties  of  the  Judicial  Council.  It  seems  to  us  that  all  differ- 
ences between  members  of  local  or  county  societies,  should — if 
brought  before  it — be  referred  back  to  such  societies. 

It  is  earnestly  to  be  desired  that  the  approaching  meeting  should 
be  characterized  by  harmony  and  brotherly  professional  feeling  ; 
the  future  welfare  of  the  Organization  depends  upon  it  i  One  more 
such  meeting  as  the  last  would  hopelessly  wreck  it;  many  members 
are  almost  disgusted,  and  while  they  are  devoted  to  the  Science  of 
Medicine,  humanitarians  at  heart,  they  say,  better  disband 
than  meet  to  wrangle  and  stir  up  strife.  We  appeal  to  the  pride  of 
the  members.  If  the  Association  can  get  once  more  into  smooth 
water,  its  future  is  assured  ;  we  will  have  one  of  the  grandest  and 
most  influential  State  organizations  extant,  potent  for  good;  it  will 
be,  as  in  the  recent  past,  pointed  to  as  an  example  for  emulation. 
Our  transactions  have  challenged  the  admiration  of  the  medical 
world  for  originality  of  research,  and  zeal  in  the  cause;  and  if — 
in  future — the  volume  shall  go  forth  with  less  of  scandal,  and  more 
of  science,  more  of  medical  literature  and  less  of  litigation,  we  can 
still  hope  to  bear  the  palm  and  lead  the  van.  Come  then,  mem- 
bers, with  hearts  imbued  with  kindly  feeling  to  each  other,  and  fired 
by  zealin  thegood  cause  of  medicine  !  Sink  all  jealousies  and  per- 
sonal piques,  leave  at  home,  or  throw  away  forever,  all  prejudices, 
and  meet  in  the  pride  and  prime  of  your  professional  manhood, 
and  for  the  good  of  the  cause  and  suffering  humanity. 


Dr.  Wolff's  Criticism. — The  Doctor  has  erected  a  windmill  of 
his  own  construction,  and  charges  it  most  valliantly.  He  mis- 
quotes our  quotation  of  Dr.  Thome's  excellent  article  ;  while  the 
assumption  that  we  are  opposed  to  quarantine,  in  general,  and  that 
we  make  war  on  the  Texas  quarantine  in  particular,  is  entirely 
gratutious  ;  there  is  nothing  in  the  offending  "  leader,"  to  warrant 
it.    In  all  essentials  Dr.  Wolff's  views,  and  our  own,  agree  ;  and 
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especially  when  he  says  that  "  what  Texas  needs  and  must  have" — 
and  upon  which  "  the  safety  of  the  people  depends" — is  "  a  rigid 
quarantine,  with  an  inspection,  isolation,  disinfection,  etc.,"  for 
that  is  our  idea,  exactly,  and  he  has  expressed  it  in  our  very  words, 
(omitting  only,  "  non-detention  of  the  well).  We  do  not  propose 
isolation  and  inspection,  (with  "non-detention  of  the  well")  in  lieu 
of  quarantine,  but  in  addition  thereto — and  it  was  this  plan — "  the 
only  plan,  which  experience  had  demonstrated  to  be  efficient  " 
that  we  urged  should  be  put  into  operation  in  New  York,  releasing, 
at  the  same  time,  the  well  persons  who  had  not  been  exposed,  and 
those  who  had  been  exposed,  after  a  period  of  observation.  Our 
understanding  is,  that  Dr.  Thome's  idea  and  the  "  English  plan  " 
are  not  isolation  and  inspection  with  non-detention  of  the  well  in 
lieu  0/ quarantine,  but  that  it  is  modified  quarantine — quarantine  of 
sick  and  infected — or  quarantine  plus  these  things. 

With  regard  to  Dr.  Smith,  Dr.  Wolff  seems  to  forgets  that  we  said 
M  we  have  no  knowledge  of  what  Dr.  Smith  is  doing,  but  assume 
from  his  well-known  reputation,  etc.,"  that  he  is  putting  into  exe- 
cution all  the  modern  ideas,  etc.  (words  to  that  effect),  and  that 
" if  it  should  transpire  that  he  is  willfully  or  ignorantly  shutting 
his  eyes,  etc.,  he  deserved  the  condemnation," — which,  Dr.  Wolff 
says  he  has  received  at  the  hands  of  ever-so-many  corporations. — 

But  if  our  offensive  "leader"  should  "lead"  to  no  other 
results,  it  is  paid  for  by  the  interesting  paper  of  our  distinguished 
friend,  the  able  and  zealous  Cerberus,  who  guards  the  gate  at 
Brazos,  Dr.  A.  S.  Wolff. 


THE  PHYSICIANS'  MUTUAL  BENEFIT  ASSOCIATION  OF  TEXAS. 


It  is  proposed  during  the  stay  in  Galveston,  of  members  visiting 
the  State  Association  Convention,  to  hold  a  meeting  of  the  Physi- 
sicians'  Mutual  Benefit  Association. 

It  is  necessary  that  there  should  be  a  meeting.  There  are  to  be 
elected  a  board  of  directors;  and  the  Secretary  wishes  to  submit  a 
report.  There  are  also  certain  changes  in  the  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws  to  be  proposed  for  the  better  working  of  the  body.  It  was 
the  intention  to  publish  in  this  issue  several  letters  from  members, 
conveying  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  our  operations,  to- 
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gether  with  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws;  but,  in  consequence  of 
one  or  two  long  articles  of  interest,  it  is  not  possible  to  do  so.  In 
the  next  issue,  however,  it  is  proposed  to  publish  these  letters,  and 
the  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  together  with  an  appeal  to  the  pro- 
fession to  take  an  interest  in  the  matter.  In  the  next  issue  will  be 
published,  also,  the  names  of  all  who  paid  the  annual  dues,  and  all 
who  shall  have  paid  the  assessment  No.  5.  (Dr.  Starley).  The  30 
days  have  expired,  and  though  the  large  majority  have  paid,  we  re- 
gret to  say  there  are  still  a  great  many  who  have  not  done  so,  and 
second  notices  have  been  sent  them.  We  think  best  to  do  this,  and 
to  give  all  a  thorough  chance  to  keep  their  pledge — rather  than  to 
promptly  suspend  them  at  the  end  of  30  days;  because,  in  the  case 
of  assessment  No.  4,  and  of  annual  dues,  it  was  found  that  many 
did  not  receive  the  first  notice — some,  even  the  second  notice,  and  fi- 
nally several  paid  as  late  as  60  days  after  date  of  first  notice.  We 
had  hoped  to  be  able  to  forward  the  entire  amount  of  assessment 
ere  now,  and  to  publish  the  names  of  members  paying,  together 
with  Mrs.  Starley's  receipt;  but  the  latter  will  have  to  be  postponed 
'till  next  issue;  meantime,  the  net  result  of  the  assessment  will  be 
forwarded  as  soon  as  all  have  paid  who  intend  to  pay.  It  is  a  source 
of  much  regret  that  we  are  compelled  to  report  the  forfeiture  ot 
quite  a  number  ot  members  for  non-payment  of  the  annual  dues; 
hence,  assessment  No.  5  will  not  realize  as  much  money  as  assess- 
ment No.  4 

In  our  last  we  published  the  results  of  the  preceding  four  assess- 
ments. If,  with  an  average  membership  of  about  no  for  four 
years,  it  is  possible  to  present,  as  a  free-will  offering  to  the  widows 
of  four  physicians — an  average  of  $106  each,  what  could  be  done 
with  a  membership  of  1000,  and  an  assessment  of  $2.50  instead  of 
§1.00?  If,  with  a  membership  of  ioothe  loss  has  averaged  one  death 
a  year,  with  1000  the  loss  would  likely  be  ten  a  year.  With  an  as- 
sessment of  $2.50  this  would  cost  $25  a  year  to  safely  carry  an  in- 
surance of  $2,500,  which  is  fifty  per  cent  less  than  any  insurance 
extant.    Think  of  it  ! 

It  is  desired  to  get  up  to  these  figures  so  as  to  make  the  insurance 
not  only  an  object,  but  a  real  benefit  to  adeceased  brothers'  family. 
One  leading  physician  of  the  State — a  man  of  large  benevolence 
and  a  heart  full  of  charity  and  sympathy,  resigned  his  membership 
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under,  doubtless,  a  misapprehension  of  facts.  He  said  he  had  all 
the  insurance  he  needed  (or  wanted).  So  have  many,  doubtless, 
but  this  organization  is  not  for  those  fortunate  ones  who  are  able 
to  provide  insurance,  as  well  as  all  the  comforts  of  life,  for  their 
families,  but  for  those  who,  having  devoted  their  lives  to  the  care 
of  others,  find  themselves  in  their  older  age  either  too  old  or  too  poor 
to  secure  life  insurance,  or  are  physically  unable  to  stand  the  re- 
quired examination;  to  the  widows  of  such,  even  $100  is  acceptable, 
to  say  the  least;  but  suppose  it  were  possible  to  secure  to  them 
$2500?  This  can  just  as  easily  be  done,  if  the  profession  of  Texas 
will  take  hold  of  the  nucleus  which,  for  four  years,  has  been  strug- 
gling for  life. 


Dr.  L.  W.  Groce,  a  graduate  of  the  Galveston  Medical  Col- 
lege, is  attending  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  and  will  graduate  there  this  spring.  The  Doctor  is  a  warm 
friend  of  the  Journal. 

Dr.  C.  W.  LeGrande,  of  Hempstead,  Texas,  is  at  the  New  York 
Polyclinc. 

Dr.  C.  McRevnolds,  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  has  recently  taken  a  spe- 
cial course  in  orthopaedic  surgery,  and  will  contribute  a  series  of 
articles  to  the  Journal  on  that  subject.  His  first  paper  will  ap- 
pear in  the  next  issue,  and  will  be  on  Talipes  (varus  and  vulgus). 

We  are  pleased  to  see  that  our  friend  Dr.  Frank  L.  James,  the 
able  and  well  known  microscopist  and  chemist,  has  assumed  the 
editorial  management  of  the  National  Druggist,  of  St.  Louis, 
still  maintaining  his  position  as  editor  of  the  St.  Louis  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal.  The  Doctor  has  his  hands  full,  but  he  is 
equal  to  any  emergency. 

Dr.  H.  M.  Whelplev,  formerly  editor  of  the  National  Druggist, 
has  accepted  the  editorship  of  a  new  journal  The  Druggist, 
published  at  St.  Louis  by  Meyer  Bros. 
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Thanks. — We  tender  our  thanks  to  Dr.  F.  E.  Yoakum,  President 
East  Line  Medical  Association,  at  Greenville,  for  a  club  of  six 
subscribers,  with  a  check  for  the  money.    More  are  promised. 

Assessment  No.  5,  P.  M.  B.  A. — At  the  expiration  of  the 
thirty  days  (February  15,)  one  hundred  members  had  paid  the 
assessment,  and  one  hundred  dollars  has  been  sent  to  Mrs.  Starley. 
Second  notices  have  been  issued  to  those  who  have  not  paid, 
and  ihe  net  result  of  the  balance — estimated  at  about  $30 — will 
be  forwarded  when  collected. 


^DYERTISEF^s'  NOTICES. 


"  I  Find  that  the  samples  of  Mellin's  Food  for  infants  and  inva- 
lids are  of  very  high  excellence,  both  as  regards  the  raw  ma- 
terials and  manufacture.  Mellin's  is  not  a  mere  starch  or  sugar 
food,  like  so  many  that  are  now  sold,  but  it  is  a  soluble  preparation 
containing  proper  proportions  of  those  nitrogenous  and  phosphatic 
matters  which  are  essential  for  the  healthy  growth  of  a  child,  but 
are  not  easily  obtained  in  prepared  foods  as  usually  sold." 

G.  VV.  Wigner,  F.  L.  C.,  F.  C.  S. 


I  have  used  Elixir  Purgans  myself  and  prescribed  it  for  my  pa- 
tients, and  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  itis  both  pleasant  and  agree- 
able to  take  and  effectual  in  its  results,  and  well  adapted  for  either 
a  cathartic,  laxative  or  aperient. 

Respectfully  yours, 

J.  Kendell,  M.  D., 

Covington,  O. 

Messrs.  Reed  &  Carnrick  have  sent  us  a  copy  of  a  letter  they 
received  from  Prof.  H.  E.  Stockbridge,  Ph.  D.,  Imperial  College  of 
Agriculture  in  Sappora,  Japan,  ordering  a  five  pound  can  of  Carn- 
rick's  Soluble  Food,  for  his  baby — and  testifying  to  the  value  of 
the  Food  as  a  tonic  nutrient  to  delicate  children.  This  a  flattering 
endorsement,  coming  from  one  so  eminent,  aud  in  far  off  Japan. 
In  ordering  the  Food,  please  mention  this  Journal. 
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*  Thomas  Leming  &  Company  have  a  neat  little  advertisement  on 
our  insert  page,  which  will  interest  you,  doctor. 


Waynes'  Diuretic  Elixir.  This  excellent  diuretic  and  altera- 
tive, composed  of  Buchu,  Juniper  and  Acetate  of  Potassa,  is  a  very- 
popular  prescription.  Physicians  usually  prescribe  those  standard 
drugs,  and  to  be  able  to  procure  it  ready  made  and  put  up  in  ex- 
cellent shape  ought  to  be  esteemed  a  great  convenience.  The 
Wayne  Elixir  Company  (see  advertisement)  offer  to  send  a  $1.00 
bottle  gratuitously  to  any  physician  who  will  pay  the  express  charges^ 
about  25  cents.    Mention  the  Journal. 


Sharp  &  Dohme's  Fluid  and  Solid  Extracts  are  as  standard  as 
"Squibbs"  use  to  be,  or,  as  Dover's  powder.  See  advertisement  on 
first  cover,  read  it;  it  will  interest  you. 

Plain  Talks  to  Physicians,  on  fourth  cover,  will  interest  all 
progressive  physicians. 


In  prescribing  the  products  of  Manufacturing  Pharmacists,  we 
should  be  guided  to  a  great  extent  by  the  business  standing  of  the 
manufacturers.  No  other  house  in  the  South  or  West  has  a  better 
reputation  for  strict  integrity  than  the  firm  of  R.  A.  Robinson  &  Co., 
Louisville,  Ky. 


DANIEL'S 

Texas  ffiEDigfiii  Journal 

Published  Monthly  ^Subscription  $2.00  a  ^ear^. 

Vol.  3.  AUSTIN,  MARCH,  1888.  Xo.  9. 

By  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  this  Journal  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of  the 
Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


JDriginal     reticles . 

Jt^ST'CONTRIBUTED  EXCLUSIVELY  TO  THIS  JOURNAL.*0©! 


The  Articles  in  this  Department  are  accepted  and  published  with  the  understanding 
that  we  are  not  responsible  for,  nor  do  we  indorse  the  views  and  opinions  of  the  ivriters 
i»y  so  doing.   

THE  TREATMENT  OF  ACUTE  DYSENTERY. 

By  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  M.  D.,  Austin,  Texas. 
Read  before  Travis  County  Medical  Society. 

For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

IT  is  not  my  intention,  nor  do  I  believe  it  is  your  desire,  that  I 
should  elaborately  describe  the  various  plans  of  treating  this 
disease.  Those  who  wish  this  information  can  obtain  it  in  better 
shape  from  any  of  the  numerous  works  on  practical  medicine. 

The  members  of  this  society  are  selected  according  to  rule  to 
read  papers  upon  selected  subjects  ;  the  purpose  of  this  plan,  if  I 
understand  it,  is  to  obtain  the  author's  experience,  to  elicit  dis- 
cussion and  thereby  obtain  an  expression  of  views  from  the  differ- 
ent members. 

Acting  upon  this  belief,  I  will  confine  my  remarks  to  those  plans 
of  treating  acute  dysentery  which  have  given  the  best  results  under 
my  own  observation. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  our  treatment  must  be  guided  by  our 
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ideas  regarding  etiology,  e.  g.,  whether  the  disease  in  its  origin  is 
catarrhal,  malarial  or  infectious,  regarding  its  type  whether  spor- 
adic, epidemic,  sthenic  or  asthenic,  and  also  by  the  condition  of 
the  patient  with  reference  to  his  age,  habits  of  life,  previous  history 
and  his  hygienic  surroundings.  For  the  relief  of  acute  catarrhal 
dysentery,  which  is  always  sthenic  in  type,  I  rely  principally 
upon  salines  and  opium;  these  may  be  combined  in  such  propor- 
tions and  given  in  such  vehicles  as  are  best  suited  to  the  age,  con- 
dition, or  fancy  of  the  patient;  as  adjuncts  to  this  treatment,  I 
recommend  hot  fomentations  to  the  bowels  for  the  relief  of  tor- 
mina, and  cocaine  with  morphine  by  the  rectum  for  the  relief  of 
tenesmus. 

If  the  disease  should  become  sub-acute,  that  is,  should  linger  be- 
yond its  time,  and  especially  when  the  vital  powers  become  much 
lowered,  good  results  may  be  had  from  simaruba  officinalis,  with 
columba  and  opium. 

In  this  stage,  particularly  if  the  inflammation  has  passed  upward 
into  the  colon,  or  if  ulceration  of  the  bowels  has  occurred  much 
benefit  may  be  obtained  from  the  use  of  large  water  injections. 
The  water  may  be  hot,  warm  or  cold,  whichsoever  is  most 
agreeable  to  the  patient,  and  may  be  medicated  by  the  ad- 
dition of  agents  best  suited  to  the  nature  of  the  case. 

A  favorite  prescription  which  has  done  me  excellent  service  is 
Labarraque's  solution  of  chlorinated  soda,  i  part  to  40  of  water, 
used  in  sufficient  quantity  to  fill  and  distend  the  colon  throughout. 
To  accomplish  this  the  patient's  hips  should  be  elevated  above  the 
plane  of  the  body  so  that  the  fluid  may  pass  from  the  syringe  into 
the  bowels,  and  by  its  own  gravity  be  carried  to  the  illeo  ccecal  valve. 
It  is  claimed  that  it  can  even  force  this  valve  and  enter  the  small 
bowel. 

Quinine  is  used  in  the  malarial  cases,  and  the  mercuric  salts  in 
the  so-called  billiousones;  pulv.  ipecac  in  large  doses  will  also  ben- 
efit these,  a  few  doses  will  quickly  arrest  the  disease  and  restore 
the  patient  to  health. 

I  have  purposely  used  the  term  "so-called  billious  condition," 
for  I  seriously  question  if  derangements  of  the  liver  cause  this  con- 
dition, and  whether  mercury  posess  any  specific  chologogue  pro- 
perties. 
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A  patient  with  the  following  symptoms  presents  himself  for  treat- 
ment: Tongue  heavily  coated,  breath  very  offensive,  skin  muddy 
and  sallow;  complains  of  languor,  nausea,  and  want  of  appetite;  in 
short,  he  has  a  typical  case  of  "billiousness."  We  prescribe,  say, 
6  grains  of  calomel  with  20  grains  of  sugar,  divided  into  three 
powders,  and  diiect  that  one  powder  be  taken  night  and  morning. 
The  usual  report  will  be  that  the  first  powder  acted  violently  and 
caused  large  billious  evacuations  !  the  second  did  not  act  so  freely 
and  the  third  did  not  act  at  all.  We  find  that  his  tongue  has  be- 
come clean,  his  breath  is  no  longer  offensive,  his  eyes  and  skin 
have  cleared  up,  apetite  returned  and  languor  gone.  I  do  not  think 
any  one,  in  the  face  of  such  evidence,  would  deny  that  the  calomel 
has  done  this  good  work;  many  would  say  that  it  did  this  by 
stimulating  the  liver.  This  I;cannot  believe.  I  claim  that  it  was 
not  the  liver  but  the  intestinal  follicles  which  the  calomel  stimulated, 
and  that  it  was  not  the  calomel  but  the  pent  up  morbid  secretion 
which  caused  the  catharsis. 

Now  it  is  the  duty  of  these  intestinal  follicles  to  eliminate  certain 
waste  products  from  the  body.  When  they  become  torpid  and  fail  to 
perform  this  work,  these  products  of  tissue  waste  will  accumulate 
in  the  system  and  give  rise  to  the  so-called  billious  condition  man- 
ifested in  the  color  of  the  skin  and  eyes,  the  offensive  breath, 
coated  tongue,  etc.  Calomel  acts  directly — I  believe  almost  speci- 
fically— upon  these  follicles,  stimulates  them  to  duty,  whilst  the 
quantity  of  secretion  emptied  through  them  into  the  bowels  is  the 
purgative  agent  for  purgation  is  in  direct  proportion  to  the  amount 
of  secretion  the  bowel  contains;  hence  the  first  powder  acted  pro- 
fusely, the  second  less  so  and  the  third  not  at  all.  Ipecac  acts  in 
a  similar  manner;  and  it  is  in  the  malarial  or  billious  varieties  of 
dysentery  that  I  have  seen  the  best  results  from  its  use. 

The  diet  in  acute  dysentery  should  be  light  und.  unstimulating; 
it  should  consist  probaby  of  that  character  of  food  which  is  mostly 
disposed  of  in  the  upper  portion  of  alimentary  tract  and  which 
leaves  but  little  residue  to  pass  over  the  inflamed  lower  bowel. 

I  labor  under  some  difficulty  in  giving  my  treatment  for  infectious 
dysentery,  inasmuch  as  the  type  of  the  disease  and  treatment  indi- 
cated will  vary  with  the  nature  of  the  infection. 

The  subject  you  selected  for  me  to  write  upon  is  the  "Treatment 
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of  Acute  Dysentery,"  hence,  I  do  not  feel  authorized  to  discuss  its 
causes.  Now  these  differ  in  their  nature  and  in  the  results  they 
produce  ;  any  rational  treatment  must  take  cognisance  of,  and  be 
guided  by  our  opinion  regarding  the  nature  of  this  infection.  The 
treatment  indicated  in  that  form  of  dysentery  resulting  from  measles 
and  many  of  the  other  infectious  exanthemeta,  is  not  the  correct 
treatment  for  epidemic  dysentery.  Both  forms  of  the  disease  are 
caused  by  contagion,  but  this  greatly  differs  in  the  two  varieties  of 
dysentery  in  its  nature,  results,  and  in  the  means  used  for  its 
control. 

Perhaps  the  best  way  out  of  this  difficulty  is  to  pass  unnoticed 
those  types  of  dysentery  which  are  frequently  associated  with  the 
infectious  exanthemeta.  You  will  be  benefitted  by  this  plan,  as  it 
will  considerably  shorten  my  paper  without  entailing  any  serious 
loss,  inasmuch  as  I  usually  treat  these  cases  with  slight  modifica- 
tions as  I  do  those  forms  already  passed  upon. 

Epidemic  dysentery  is  always  infectious,  and  as  a  rule  is  asthen- 
ic in  type;  this  like  other  epidemic  diseases  may  and  often  does 
prevail  spasmodically.  The  nature  of  this  infection  is  unknown, 
if  it  is  caused  by  bacteria  then  the  special  form  or  forms  which 
cause  it  have  never  been  isolated,  consequently  the  germicide  or 
toxic  agents  which  would  best  destroy  these  microbes  are  also  un- 
known. We  are  thus  compelled  to  treat  this  disease  symtomatically 
and  rely  upon  those  empirical  remedies  whch  have  been  found  by 
experience  to  do  good  work.  Much  will  depend  upon  the  doctors 
judgement  and  the  proper  application  of  remedies  to  meet  particu- 
lar indications.  The  following  list  of  medicines  comprise  those  up- 
on which  I  usualiy  rely  to  meet  the  various  indications  which 
come  up  in  this  form  of  dysentery:  Opium,  quinine,  turpentine? 
camphor,  napthaline,  mercuric  salts,  chlorine  water,  nitrate  sil- 
ver, sulphurous  acid,  tannate  bismuth,  kino  and  ergot;  concentra- 
ted food,  meat  preparations,  milk  and  brandy.  In  those  grave 
forms  of  dysentery  characterized  by  profound  toxaemic  depression 
and  threatened  death  from  heart  failure,  I  confidently  recommend 
turpentine  in  large  doses.  It  is  an  excellent  hemostatic,  a  good 
antiseptic  and  a  valuable  stimulant,  well  suited  from  its  prompt 
action  to  arrest  the  destructive  tendency  of  this  fearful  malady,  and 
counteract  threatened  heart  failure.      If  the  pulse  is  rapid  and 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL.  365 


weak,  the  patient  restless  and  sleepless,  I  would  give  morphia  and 
chloral  hydrate  to  secure  rest  and  sleep;  if  the  pulse  is  slow  and 
sluggish,  the  patient  inclined  to  stupor,  would  give  small  doses  of 
atropine  for  its  action  upon  terminal  ends  and  ganglia  of  the  va- 
gus. Brandy,  digitalis  and  strychina  are  indicated  as  cardiac  stim- 
ulants and  conservators,  and  ergot  and  kino  to  control  intestinal 
hemorrhage.  Quinine,  mineral  acids,  carbo-ligin,  resorcini  and  oth- 
er antiseptics  and  astringents  will  be  found  useful  in  the  varying 
phases  of  dysentery.  I  would  also  recommend  injections  of  large 
quantities  of  water  to  which  should  be  added  antiseptics  and  as- 
tringents e.  g.  boric  acid,  borax  and  salicylic  acid,  tannic  acid  ni- 
trate of  silver,  alum,  or  chlorine  water.  In  the  ordinary  run  of 
cases,  those  in  which  the  system  is  less  profoundly  impressed  and 
which  pursue  a  slower  pace,  napthalin  is  recommended  and  in  my 
hands  has  given  excellent  results.  The  mercuric  salts  and  chlor* 
ine  water  are  recommended  in  the  diptherietic  forms,sulphurousacid 
and  tannate  of  bismuth  in  the  typhoid  forms  and  simaruba,  colum- 
ba,  nux  vomica  and  cinchona  in  the  convalescent  stages.  Rest  in 
bed,  cleanliness  of  person  and  clothing  with  proper  feeding  are  ab- 
solutely essential  to  the  success  of  any  plan  of  treatment.  In  this 
connection  I  wis*h  to  record  my  objection  to  that  practice  of  stuf- 
fing patients,  forcing  upon  them  food  when  they  neither  desire  it 
nor  can  digest  it.  I  am  certain  that  such  practice  is  harmful  to  the 
patient.  If  the  patient  desires  food  and  his  stomach  can  digest  it 
by  all  means  let  him  have  it,  but  when  the  contrary  condition  is 
present  it  is  better  to  withhold  food,  or  select  that  which  is  least 
objectionable  to  him  ;  sweet  milk,  pancreatinized  or  with'lime  water; 
frozen  cream  if  it  is  grateful,  meat  juice  and  meat  broths  are  to  be 
recommended.  The  same  rule  should  govern  us  in  giving  whisky 
or  brandy  in  dysentery,  that  are  observed  in  its  administration  in 
other  diseases.  This,  gentlemen,  is  an  outline  of  the  treatment  which 
I  usually  adopt  in  the  treatment  of  the  various  forms  of  acute  dys- 
entery; I  submit  it  with  the  hope  that  it  will  elicit  discussion  and 
the  society  will  thus  get  the  benefit  of  each  members  experience  in 
the  treatment  of  this  disease. 
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ANTIPYRI>E  AS  A  HEMOSTATIC. 

By  W.  M.  Powell,  M.  £>.,  Albany,  Texas. 

For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

This  drug,  I  believe,  was  first  introduced  as  anti-pyretic,  but  it 
seems  to  be  a  more  valuable  agent  in  other  respects,  at  least, 
it  has  given  me  better  results.  In  fevers  I  regard  it  unreliable,  be- 
cause, even  in  moderate  doses,  it  depresses  the  patient  to  such  a 
degree  of  prostration  that  stimulants  must  necessarily  be  promptly 
given.  Dr.  O.  L.  Williams,  of  Chapel  Hill,  Texas,  in  a  paper  read 
before  the  State  Medical  Association,  calls  attention  to  its  value  in 
sick  headache,  and  I  can  also  testify  to  its  good  effects  in  that 
troublesome  disease,  having  used  it  (uncombined  with  other  drugs) 
in  10-15  gr.  doses  before  I  read  Dr.  Williams'  interesting  article. 

Now,  as  a  local  haemostatic  I  can  only  briefly  refer  to  two  cases 
that  came  under  my  care  recently.  Mrs.  S.  is  the  victim  of  an 
''old  sore  leg"  of  some  three  years  standing,  the  sore  situated  on 
anterior  surface,  lower  third  of  tibia.  Some  time  ago,  while  out 
in  the  dark  drawing  water  she  accidentally  struck  the  sore  leg 
against  the  spout  of  a  stove  kettle  which  caused  a  frightful  hemor- 
rhage, filling  her  shoe  full  of  blood  in  a  very  short  time.  I  was 
sent  for  in  haste,  and  when  I  arrived  found  her  neariy  exhausted. 
I  applied  a  four  per  cent  solution  of  antipyrine  and  had  the  satis- 
faction of  seeing  the  bleeding  quickly  checked.  I  then  applied  a 
light  compress  and  bandage  and  elevated  the  extremeties  on  pil- 
lows in  bed.    No  more  hemorrhage  has  since  occurred. 

A  few  days  later  I  operated  on  a  boy  in  his  seventh  year,  for 
phimosis,  removing  nearly  one  inch  of  the  prepuce;  the  hemor- 
rhage, of  course,  was  profuse.  Before  removing  the  clamp  forceps 
I  applied  a  four  per  cent  solution  of  antipyrine,  also  immediately 
after  removing  them.  All  bleeding  was  promptly  arrested  and  the 
mucous  membrane  and  foreskin  were  neatly  brought  together  with 
numerous  stitches  without  the  least  annoyance  from  further  hemor- 
rhage. A  simple  water  dressing  completed  the  operation,  and  on 
redressing,  the  following  day,  I  do  not  think  I  ever  saw  a  cleaner, 
nicer  wound. 

Dr.  Cosati,  in  Independencia  Medica,  concludes  as  follows  : 
1.    "Antipyrine  is  a  powerful  haemostatic/' 
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2.  "It  is  superior  to  perchloride  of  iron,  because  it  leaves  the 
wound  perfectly  clean." 

3.  "It  is  even  superior  to  ergotine,  because  it  has  no  toxic  ef- 
fects if  the  doses  are  not  too  enormous." 

5.  "In  most  cases  it  is  preferable  on  account  of  its  double  an- 
tipyretic and  antiseptic  action." 

6.  "The  haemostatic  action  takes  place  in  a  very  short  time." 
My  little  experience  with  the  drug  thus  used  induces  me  to  fully 

concur  with  this  writer,  and  I  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  others 
who  may  have  used  it  in  the  same  way,  as  it  is  comparatively  a 
new  drug,  and  I  am  not  familiar  with  its  origin  and  general  use. 
As  above  stated,  it  has  not  given  satisfaction  in  fevers  in  my  hands, 
and  I  purpose  at  some  future  time  to  write  up  my  experience  with 
it  in  typhoid  and  other  varieties  of  fevers. 


CHRONIC   GRANULAR   CONJUCTIYITIS   OR  TRACHOMA. 


Read  Before  the  East  Line  Texas  Medical  Association,  Feb.,  7th.  1888, 


endeavor  to  present  a  short  paper  on  one  of  the  most  import- 


1  ant  subjects  if  not  the  most  vexed  theme  as  general  practition- 
ers or  specialist,  we  are  called  upon  to  treat  every  day  in  our  work. 
The  strides  that  have  been  made  in  this  most  troublesome  disease 
in  the  last  three  or  four  years  is  most  remarkable,  both  the  etiology 
and  treatment.  I  will  give  in  this  short  paper  the  different  treat- 
ments of  a  few  of  the  leading  oculists,  as  I  have  seen  it  applied. 
Dr.  R.  uses  the  crystals  of  muriate  of  ammonia,  applied  to  the  in- 
verted lids  very  firmly  and  evenly  to  the  upper  and  lower  lids.  The 
pain*  is  very  great  at  first,  but  only  lasts  for  a  few  seconds,  when  it 
leaves  the  eye  clear  and  pleasant  with  moisture.  (This  treatment 
I  use  a  great  deal.)  This  is  applied  every  day  or  two,  and  if  the 
pain  should  continue  five  minutes  he  uses  cocaine,  a  treatment 
used  with  wonderful  success.  Prof.  M.  uses  jequerity  very  ex- 
tensively, and  especially  when  there  is  dizziness  and  inability  to 
raise  the  lids,  a  treatment  which  connot  be  excelled  in  a  great 
many  trachomatous  cases.  The  aqueous  solution  is  dropped  into 
the  eye,  then  the  lids  are  closed  and  well  rubbed  for  several  seconds 
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with  the  fingers.  This  remedy  is  repeated  every  three  or  four 
weeks,  that  is,  when  the  jequeritous  inflammation  has  subsided  en- 
tirely. With  this  treatment  it  is  necessary  to  be  very  watchful  and 
see  the  patient  every  day  until  the  inflammation  begins  to  subside. 
Dr.  H.,  in  the  mildest  forms  uses  the  crystal  of  sulph  cupri  to  the 
inverted  eylids,  applying  it  very  carefully  to  the  retrotarsal  folds 
first,  then  touching  every  part  of  the  lids,  when  he 
thoroughly  washes  out  the  excess  with  clear  water,  using  a 
large  camel  hair  pencil,  then  instilled  a  few  drops  of  a  solution  of 
cocaine.  This  treatment  in  some  cases  was  repeated  every  day 
and  in  others  every  two  days.  He  believes  that  success  will  fol- 
low this  treatment  in  almost  every  case  of  the  mild  form  of  tracho- 
ma; this  plan,  and  perfect  cleanliness  is  strictly  adheied  to.  Now 
in  the  well  pronounced  exagerated  cases  his  treatment  is  quite  dif- 
ferent, and  one  peculiarly  his  own.  He  has  applied  it  for  five  years. 
And  since  publication  of  this  plan  the  leading  men  of  the  world 
have  used  it  successfully.  Upon  the  upper  eyelid  it  is  usually  exe- 
cuted in  this  way:  While  the  thumb  or  forefinger  of  the  left  hand 
are  holding  the  lid  inverted  he  inserts  the  end  of  the  thumb  or  fore- 
fiuger  of  the  right  hand,  with  the  palmer  side  turned  toward  the 
eye-ball  under  the  inverted  lid.  Thus  the  upper  tarsal  border  and 
the  swollen  or  infiltrated,  retrotarsal  fold  are  placed  just  between 
the  thumbs  (or  forefingers)  and  if  now  these  fingers  are  pushed  to- 
ward each  other,  and  at  the  same  time  the  thumb  (or  forefinger)  of 
fhe  right  hand  is  made  to  glide  slowly  forward  from  under  the  tra- 
chomatous conjuctival  fold,  this  is  subjected  to  a  steady  and  con- 
tinuous pressure,  which  will  force  out  the  contents  of  the  trachoma 
follicles.  By  repeating  this  manipulation  several  times,  if  neces- 
sary, along  the  whole  breadth  of  the  eyelid,  you  can  in  one  treat- 
ment remove  all  the  trachoma  follicles.  Instead  of  the  fingers  we 
might,  of  course  use  a  spatula  or  like  instrument,  He  prefers  us- 
ing the  fingers,  because  they  are  always  at  hand,  and  because,  he 
can  estimate  the  amount  of  pressure  better  with  fingers  than  with 
an  instrument.  Now  this  is  almost  his  exact  description  of  his 
plan.  I  saw  it  used  this  winter  in  Chicago,  and  in  the  majority  of 
the  cases  it  acted  like  a  charm,  The  squeezing  process  is  some- 
times very  painful,  and  even  with  cocaine  the  patients  cry  out 
with  pain.  This  after  a  day  or  two  is  followed  with  a  weak  solution 
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of  sublimate  (gr  to  aq.  i  oz)  or  when  there  was  considerable  ca- 
tarrhal secretion  following  use  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  (gr. 
v  to  x  to  i  oz)  used  with  camels  hair  pencil.  (I  have  the  treat- 
ment of  other  noted  professors,  which  I  will  report  in  the  fu- 
ture, and  will  refrain  for  fear  of  wearying  you  and  your  readers. 


ETIOLOGY  AND  TREATMENT  OF  TALIPES,  VARUS  AND  VULGUS, 
CONGENITAL  AND  ACQUIRED. 


By  C.  McReynolds,  M.  D.,  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 


HE  progress  made  in  orthopaedic  surgery  within  the  past  de- 


_JL  cade  surpasses  by  far  that  made  in  a  century  before,  both 
as  regards  clinical  study  and  experimental  investigation.  This  very 
important  department  of  surgery  has  been,  seemingly,  in  a  state  of 
"innocuous  desuetude,"  whilst  other  departments  have  been  studied 
with  unparalleled  zeal  and  industry.  Surgeons  have  been,  hereto- 
fore, apparently  powerless,  and  viewed  the  correction  of  these  de- 
formities as  foreign  to  their  art;  the  crippled  and  deformed  lived  and 
moved  in  their  midst,  bearing  on  their  countenances  the  impress 
•of  mortified  pride,  living  reproaches  to  the  claims  of  progressive 
surgery.  It  is  now,  however,  gratifying  to  note  that  within  a  com- 
paratively brief  space  of  time,  mechanical  surgery  has  gained  and 
holds  a  very  enviable  position. 

Nothing  original  shall  be  attempted  in  this  paper  and  my  only 
•  excuse  for  offering  an  article  to  the  already  engorged  medical  press 
is  that  having  served  an  apprenticeship  in  an  orthopaedic  institu- 
tion, I  hope  to  be  able  to  present  a  few  practical  facts  the  result  of 
personal  work  and  observation,  facts  which  I  trust  may  be  of  some 
service  at  least  to  a  few. 

Before  proceeding  to  my  subject  I  take  it,  that  orthopaedic  sur- 
gery properly  includes  any  deformity  that  requires  for  its  correction 
and  restoration  mechanical  support;  a  fracture,  an  osteitis  belong 
to  orthopaedic  work  as  certainly  as  do  club  feet  and  spinal  caries. 

Varus  in  combination  with  equinus  is  perhaps  the  most  frequently 
met  deformity  of  the  foot;  in  fact  I  do  not  remember  ever  seeing 


Respectfully, 


F.  E.  Yoakum,  M.  D. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 


370 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


an  uncomplicated  case  of  varus;  vulgus,  a  condition  involving  the 
tibial  group  of  muscles,  is  directly  the  reverse  of  varus,  and  forms 
comparatively  a  very  small  per  cent,  of  the  deformities  of  the 
foot. 

The  etiology  of  varus  and  vulgus,  and  indeed  all  forms  of  talipes 
is  still  very  obscure;  like  all  questions  in  doubt,  everyone  interested 
has  assumed  the  onus  of  projecting  an  opinion,  some  with,  and 
some  without  reason;  'twould  be  useless  to  discuss  in  detail  these 
various  opinions;  I  will  therefore  only  mention  a  few:  A  dimuni- 
tion  of  the  liquor  amnii,  causing  an  undue  amount  of  pressure  by 
the  uterus,  a  fright,  a  fall,  tight  lacing,  an  unaccountable  lusus. 
naturae,  have  with  many  other  reasons  been  assigned.  The  most 
modern  and  apparently  the  most  rational  theory  is  that  which  at- 
tributes it  to  a  paralysis — a  paralysis,  the  result  either  of  prolonged 
uterine  pressure,  holding  the  extremities  in  an  abnormal  position,  or 
the  result  of  a  cord  lesion  ©r  the  sequence  of  some  of  the  blood 
poisoning  diseases  affecting  the  foetus  in  utero. 

It  was  formerly  thought  and  taught  that  the  muscles  on  the  side 
to  which  the  foot  was  drawn  were  the  ones  at  fault  in  producing 
the  deformity,  and  this  error  as  to  causation  often  led  to  very  gross- 
procedures  in  treatment.  Anyone  may  convince  himself  of  the 
paralytic  nature  of  the  muscles,  even  in  the  newly-born,  flabby  and 
atrophied  condition,  also  the  facility  with  which  the  shortened 
tissues  yield  to  traction,  proving  they  have  not  undergone  structural 
changes,  that  they  are  contracted  and  not  contractured,  that  there 
is  a  lack  of  normal  contractility  in  the  opposing  group. 

Acquired  talipes  in  the  majority  of  cases  is  the  result  of  infantile 
paralysis  or  of  scarlatina,  diptheria,  etc.,  often,  however,  paralysis 
does  not  enter  the  case,  "  stone  bruises,"  direct  injuries  inducing  a 
spastic  condition  of  the  muscles  frequently  produce  these  deform- 
ities; "  a  spastic  is  often  added  to  a  paralytic  condition."  Spastic 
contractions  have,  until  recently,  been  considered  in  all  forms  of 
talipes  the  sole  pathological  condition;  they  are  now  considered 
the  exception,  paralysis  the  rule.  By  spastic  conditions  I  mean  a 
spasmodic  condition  of  the  muscles  arising  from  an  irritation  or 
inflammation,  either  of  bone,  muscle  or  fasciae.  This  irritation 
and  consequent  spastic  condition  is  often  the  result  of  a  malposi- 
tion. 
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The  seat  of  varus  and  vulgus  has  been  and  is  still  an  agitated 
question;  it  would  seem,  at  first  sight,  that  the  deformity  existed  at 
the  ankle  joint,  but  upon  a  careful  study  of  anatomy  of  this  joint  it 
is  found  that  the  projecting  malleoli  prevent  any  lateral  movement 
whatever,  that  flexion  and  extension  are  the  only  movements  of 
which  it  is  capable,  that  it  is  purely  a  ginglymoid  joint,  an  opinion, 
however,  in  which  all  do  not  concur.  Another  and  more  potent 
reason  for  these  deformities  is  furnished  by  the  fact,  that  of  the 
twelve  muscles  that  move  the  foot,  three  are  attached  to  the  os 
calcis  and  nine  anterior  to  the  medio  tarsal  junction,  a  joint  that 
is  formed  posteriorly  by  the  os  calcis  and  astragalus  anteriorly 
by  the  scaphoid  and  cuboid  bones,  and  which  admits  of  flexion, 
extension  and  an  unquestioned  degree  of  lateral  movement.  The 
natural  deduction  from  such  an  anatomical  arrangement  is  that 
since  the  muscles  involved  in  varus  and  vulgus  have  their  insertion 
anterior  to  this  joint,  traction  made  would  inevitably  produce  a 
deformity  at  the  point  of  least  resistance,  namely:  the  medio-tarsal 
junction. 

Treatment  :  The  treatment  of  congenital  talipes  should  begin  at 
birth,  and  in  the  acquired  form  there  should  be  no  unnecessary 
delay  ;  the  foot  should  at  once  be  brought  as  nearly  into  normal 
position  as  possible,  without  inducing  inflammation  ;  do  not  wait 
until  the  child  grows  "a  little  stronger,"  as  was  once  the  custom. 
Active  measures  should  also  be  made  to  increase  the  nutrition  of 
the  parts  ;  all  endeavors,  however,  on  the  part  of  the  surgeon  will 
prove  fruitless,  unless  he  has  the  hearty  co-operation  of  parents  or 
nurses  ;  indeed,  this  is  a  sine  qua  non  in  the  treatment  of  deformi- 
ties, and  there  is  no  therapeutic  agent  that  \\\\\,per  se,  accomplish 
our  purpose  ;  a  multiplicity  of  resources  are  needed,  and  even 
then  we  are  often  put  to  our  trumps  to  choose  the  best  for  each  in- 
dividual case. 

Among  the  therapeutic  agents,  electricity  stands  first,  massage; 
kneading,  hypodermic  injections  of  strychnia,  strychnia  ointment 
are  all  indispensible  agents  locally  \  constitutional  treatment  should 
not  be  disregarded. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  describe  the  various  intricate  instruments 
that  have  been  invented  for  the  relief  of  those  deformities,  but 
shall  only  mention  in  this  paper  those  methods  most  commonly 
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adopted  and  most  easy  of  application.  Numberless  modifications 
of  the  Scarpa  shoe  are  in  use,  and  many  retard  rather  than  hasten 
recovery.  It  may  be  said  that  the  following  is  rapidly  becoming 
an  anxiom  in  orthopaedic  surgery,  i.  e.  the  simplest  apparatus  both 
in  construction  and  adaptability  is  invariably  the  most  satisfactory. 

Motion  is  the  normal  state  of  muscle,  to  admit  of  activity  ;  to 
imitate,  as  near  as  possible,  natural  movements,  should  be  the  dom- 
inant idea  in  treatment,  and  any  apparatus  applied  that  excludes 
free  motion  as  physiologically  wrong  ;  moreover,  no  instrument 
should  be  applied  that  could  not  be  easily  removed  for  the  purpose 
of  electricy,  massage,  etc.  In  infants  I  have  seen  rapid  progress 
from  the  use  of  the  straight  splints. 

Case  J.  F.  Aet.,  six  weeks,  presented  at  the  dispensary  (for  rup- 
tured and  crippled)  with  double  equine  varus,  Electricity  and 
strychnia  ointment  were  ordered,  straight  splints,  three  quarters  of 
/  an  ich  wide  and  in  length  extending  from  head  of  fibula  to  the  sole 

of  the  foot,  the  foot  having  been  brought  into  normal  position ;  the 
splints  being  nicely  padded,  were  applied  and  held  in  position  by 
the  cotton  roller.  These  were  worn  constantly  for  six  months.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  time  a  more  permanent  apparatus  was  usual- 
ly applied,  but  in  this  case  the  feet  had  nearly  assumed  a  normal 
state.  Electricity  and  massage  were  continued  and  complete  re- 
covery finally  ensued.  The  chief  source  of  good  is  probably  the 
fact  that  the  splints  are  easily  displaced,  and  consequently  require 
frequent  manipulation  of  the  foot  to  retain  in  position. 

The  most  adjustable  and  satisfactory  splints  are  those  made  from 
sole  leather. 

Case  A.  F.,  Aet.  eighteen  months.  Varo-equinus.  A  piece 
of  leather  board,  enough  to  encircle  about  two-thirds  of  the  cir- 
cumference of  the  limb,  having  been  thoroughly  immersed  in  cold 
water,  was  first  moulded  to  the  foot,  then  to  the  leg,  and  retained 
in  position  by  roller,  until  hardened;  it  was  then  removed,  nicely 
padded  and  reapplied  ;  removed  daily  for  massage,  shampooing 
etc.;  electricity  applied  every  other  day,  and  at  the  end  of  seven 
months  the  foot,  without  support,  retained  a  normal  position  and 
muscles  had  regained  almost  normal  contractibility.  Electricity  j 
was  continued  a  few  months  longer  to  add  further  strength  to  the 
muscles,  when  patient  was  discharged. 
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I  have  seen  happy  results  from  the  use  of  adhesive  plaster.  A 
strip  is  cut  three  to  five  inches  in  width  and  long  enough  to  go 
nearly  around  the  foot  and  about  half  wa)  up  the  thigh  ;  begin- 
ning on  the  dorsum  of  the  foot,  the  plaster  should  be  carried 
around  the  sole  in  the  direction  in  which  the  foot  is  to  be  drawn 
carry  the  plaster  as  far  as  head  of  fibula,  apply  over  this  the  roller, 
then  reversing  the  end  of  the  plaster,  reapply  the  roller.  The 
plaster  should  never  encircle  the  foot  for  fear  of  retarding  the  cir- 
culation;  the  most  potent  objection  to  the  plaster  are  the  excor- 
rations  which  invariably  result  when  worn  for  any  great  length  of 
time. 

The  above  methods  of  procedure  are  very  simple  and  require  no 
special  skill,  and  any  practitioner  who  is  willing  to  exercise  more 
than  ordinary  patience  and  perseverance,  may  do  much  by  these 
means  toward  the  permanent  restoration  of  these  deformaties. 

The  following  requires  a  special  skill  for  its  application.  Artifi- 
cial muscles,  as  a  permanent  tractile  force,  are  often  needed  to 
overcome  the  rigidity  of  the  muscles,  and  they  are  used  with  en- 
couraging results.  A  triangular  strip  of  adhesive  plaster  is  cut  into 
a  numbar  of  strips,  all  converging  to  the  apex;  at  the  apex  a  wire 
hook  is  secured  ;  the  plaster  is  then  applied  to  the  foot,  the  hook 
located  at  appoint  that  will  represent  the  insertion  of  the  affected 
muscle.  To  represent  the  origin  a  tin  plate  is  cut,  in  length  about 
two-thirds  that  of  the  tibia,  and  in  width  about  one  quarter  of  the 
circumference  of  the  limb  ;  about  one  inch  from  upper  end  of  tin 
strip  secure  an  eye,  the  tin  is  held  partly  by  two  adhesive  strips 
long  enough  to  encircle  the  limb,  and  through  the  centre  of  each, 
two  slits  are  cut,  through  which  the  tin  is  passed.  Another  strip 
of  plaster,  twice  the  length  of  the  tin  and  somewhat  wider,  is  ap- 
plied to  the  limb  on  the  side  where  traction  is  to  be  made ;  on  this 
place  the  tin  strip,  the  upper  end  being  level  with  the  plaster,  pass 
the  upper  strips  around  the  limb,  reverse  on  the  tin  the  long  verti- 
cal strip,  cutting  an  opening  for  the  eye,  and  over  all  pass  a  nicely 
adjusted  roller  which  retains  everything  in  proper  position.  The 
artificial  limbs  are  represented  by  india  rubber  tubing,  having  in 
eachend  a  small  chain  with  which  tension  is  easily  regulated;  these 
are  hooked  into  the  eyes  above  described  that  represent  the  origin 
and  insertion  of  the  muscle.    The  natural  movements  of  muscles 
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are  beautifully  illustrated  and  the  traction  is  sufficient,  unless  struc- 
tural changes  have  taken  place,  to  overcome  the  rigidity  of  the  op- 
posing group;  the  foot  is  not  only  restored  to  normal  position,  but 
is  retained  and  made  to  go  through  the  natural  movements.  The 
treatment  of  clubfoot  by  open  incision  has  been  warmly  ad- 
vocated by  some;  I  have  never  seen  very  encouraging  results  from 
the  operation. 

Tenotomy.  Since  the  introduction  of  subcutaneous  tenotomy 
in  1834  there  has  been  in  all  deformities  of  the  foot  an  indiscrim- 
inate cutting  of  tendons,  and  only  within  the  past  few  years  has 
there  been  a  halt  in  this  simple  and  too  common  procedure.  To 
the  credit  of  the  father  of  orthopaedic  surgery  in  America  is  to  be 
placed  the  following  rule,  which  serves  as  an  indication  for  teno- 
tomy when  the  conditions  are  found. 

Placing  on  the  stretch  the  shortened  tissues,  and  applying  point 
pressure  ;  if  from  this  pressure  spasmodic  contractions  ensue,  this 
is  proof  positive  that  these  tissues  have  undergone  structural 
changes,  that  they  will  not  admit  of  elastic  tension  ;  that  tenoto- 
my is  indicated  for  the  restoration  of  any  deformity  that  may  exist; 
that  these  tendons  or  tissues  are  contractured  and  not  contracted, 
and  that  tenotomy  is  never  indicated,  unless  structural  changes 
exist. 

I  am  disposed  to  think,  however,  that  a  very  small  per  cent  of 
tendons  are  found  contractured  ;  from  a  personal  examination  of 
several  hundred  cases,  and  from  the  report  of  my  associates  at  the 
hospital,  very  few  cases,  indeed,  weie  found  to  present  the  charac- 
teristic symptoms  described,  but  that  such  conditions  and  symp- 
toms do  exist,  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt. 

Bibliography  :  Knight's  Orthopsedia  ;  Robert's  Club-foot  I 
Churchill,  Face  and  Foot  deformities  ;  Reeves,  Bodily  deformities; 
Sayres,  Orthopaedic  Surgery;  Prince,  Plastic  and  Orthopaedic  Sur- 
gery. 
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COCAINE  IN  CERVICAL  DILATATION  FOR  DYSMENORRHEA. 


By  M.  J.  Birdsong,  M.  £>.,  Greenville,  Texas. 


RS.  G.  M.  has  been  the  wife  of  a  prominent  lawyer  of  our 


1  V  I  city  for  over  a  year.  She  is  now  20  years  old.  Menstruated 
first  at  13  years,  which  has  always  been  painful.  On  examination 
I  found  a  long  slender  cervix  with  pinhole  os;  nothing  else  abnormal 
obvious. 

She  was  opposed  to  taking  chloroform,  so  I  proposed  to  use 
cocaine  as  a  substitute,  to  which  she  consented.  I  made  a  solution 
as  follows : 

R. — Mur.  cocaine  grs.  x. 
Water  m.  x. 

Liquid  vaseline  5.  iv. 


I  then  wrapped  two  slender  whale-bone  probangs  with  absorbant 
cotton. 

I  then  placed  her  in  Sims'  left  lateral  position  with  Sims'  spe- 
culum in  place  etc.  Her  husband  being  the  only  assistant.  I  then 
saturated  the  cotton  on  the  probangs  with  the  solution  above.  One 
of  them  was  introduced  fully  into  the  uterus  and  left  in  situ.  Absorb- 
ent cotton  was  saturated  with  the  solution  and  packed  around  the 
vaginal  portion  of  the  cervix  and  let  remain  for  fifteen  minutes, 
when  it  was  all  removed  and  another  application,  as  above,  was 
used,  and  allowed  to  remain  the  same  time,  when  it  was  removed 
also.  The  dilator  was  now  introduced  and  dilation  began  at  once, 
and  in  a  few  seconds  it  was  over.  But  for  fear  I  had  not  fully 
dilated  the  internal  os,  I  closed  the  instrument  and  pressed  it  in 
farther,  and  dilated  it  over.  All  of  which  was  done  with  but  little 
pain  to  patient.  In  about  ten  days  she  menstruated  with  but  little 
pain,  not  more  than  is  common  for  ladies,  and  is  now  pregnant  and 
in  fine  health. 
Second  Case,  Jan.  20,  1888  : 

Mrs.  A.  S.,  a  young  married  lady,  complained  as  in  case  No.  1. 
and  the  technique,  the  same  as  in  No.  1, 1  will  not  repeat.    But  state 
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that  I  could  not  procure  the  vaseline,  and  substituted  lanoline,. 
which  was  just  as  efficient,  except  it  had  to  be  warmed  to  make  it 
sufficiently  soft. 

Case  No.  2  has  not  had  time  to  know  whether  it  is  a  success  or 
not;  but  as  I  claim  nothing  for  the  operation,  it  suffices  to  show 
the  effect  of  the  cocaine. 


LITTLE  THINGS  IN  SURGERY. 


By  /.  E.  Roadie  M.  D.,  Sipe  Springs,  Texas. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

MR.  T.  brought  his  little  boy,  aged  five  years,  to  my  office  for 
treatment,      stating    he  was     paralyised.        History  as 
follows:  two  or  three  weeks  ago  he  noticed  him  not  having  good  use 
of  his  legs,  rather  drawing  than  walking,  and  an  indisposition  to 
move;  this  state  of  affairs'continued  to  increase  until   he  brought 
him  to  my  office,  at  which  time  he  would  not  make  any  attempt 
to  walk  or  use  his  legs.  Had  good  use  of  upper  extremities,  no  pain 
and  slept  well,  no  constitutional  disturbance  at  all,  to  all  appear- 
ances in  good  health;  family  history  good,  child  showed  to  be  well 
nurished,  and  general  health  had  always  been  good.  I  examined  him 
very  closely  several    times  and  could  not  detect  anything  abnormal 
about  the  boy.    I  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what  was  the  trouble,  un 
til  I  examined  his  penis,  and  I  found  an   elongated  prepuce  wit 
morbib  adhesions.      I    informed  his  father  that  I  would  have  t 
circumcise  him,  he  consented   and  I  placed  him  on  the  table  an 
proceeded  to  operate,  using  Sdfuibs  chloroform.    I  broke  up  th 
adhesions  and  removed  the  entire  prepuce,  bringing  the  skin  an 
mucous  edges  to-gether  with  thejuninterrupted  silk  suture,  and  sen 
him  home.  I  n  four  or  five  days  he  was  brought  back  and  he  stand- 
ing on   his   legs  could   run  every  where  as  good  as  ever. 

Case  2nd.  Feby.,  1st,  1888.  Mr.  T.  brought  his  little  boy  age 
five  and  a  half  years,  to  my  office  for  treatment,  saying  his  boy  ha 
spells  of  falling  to  the  ground,  and  bending  his  back  backwards 
Spells  wonld  come  on  once  or  twice  a  day,  and  was  gaining  in  fre 
qnency  and  intensity.  Every  other  way  he  was  all  right,  no  fever 
or  constitutional  disturbance  at   all;  he   had   been   having  thes 
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paroxysms  for  five  or  six  weeks;  his  family  history  was  good.  I 
at  once  examined  his  penis  and  found  an  elongated  prepuce,  and 
proceeded  to  operate  (circumcise)  as  in  case  No.  1.  Four  days 
after  he  was  brought  back  to  my  office  and  had  some  of  the  su- 
tures removed,  his  father  stating  that  his  boy  was  well  and  no  more 
spells  after  operating.  Now  brethren  of  the  profession,  I  only  re- 
port the  above  cases  because  we  are  liable  to  overlook  these  lit- 
tle things  in  our  practice,  or  in  other  words  they  are  calculated  to 
throw  us  off  the  track.  I  must  say  in  conclusion,  examine  the  lit- 
tle fellows'  penis,  and  if  you  are  in  doubt  proceed  to  operate;  re- 
move the  prepuce  and  give  your  little  patient  the  benefit  of  an 
early  operation. 


^CORRESPONDENCE. 


VERATRUM  IN  PNEUMONIA.  OF  CHILDREN. 

Editors  Daniel  Texas.  Medical  Journal: — 

Enclosed  please  find  two  dollars,  which  you  will  be  kind 
enough  to  place  to  my  credit.  The  more  I  read 
Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal,  the  more  do  I  be- 
come impressed  with  its  intrinsic  value.  I  was  greatly  interested 
in  the  article  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  L.  M.  Stroud,  of  Forney,  that 
appeared  in  the  November  number  of  1887, on  the  value  of  ver- 
atrum  in  the  treatment  of  pneumonia.  I  had  occasion  to  test  its  worth 
in  a  case  of  pneumonia  recently  in  a  little  girl,  age  eleven  years, 
with  an  acute  attack  of  the  right  l»ng.  She  had  been  suffering  three 
days  before  I  was  called  to  see  her.  I  saw  her  first  in  the  morning; 
she  was  then  very  restless  with  a  hot  dry  skin,  cheeks  flushed,  pulse 
full  but  frequent,  temperature  high,  respiration  hurried  and  ac- 
companied with  the  usual  characteristic  nervous'  cough.  After 
obtaining  the  objective  and  subjective  symtoms  in  the  case,  I  di- 
rected a  blister  to  the  side  over  seat  of  pain  and  gave  a  dose  of 
calomel.  I  then  began  at  once  with  the  veratrum,  not  with  a  sev- 
en-drop dose,  as  the  doctor  suggested,  but  five-sixth  of  a  drop, 
giving  it  myself  the  first  day  every  half-hour  or  hour,  as  I  thought 
best,  in  a  teaspoonful  of  cold  water,  until  I  had  administered  sev- 
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en  drops  of  the  tincture  ofveratrum.  The  admirable  effects  of  the 
drug  in  this  case  were  plainly  seen  in  calming  the  patient,  in  exci- 
ting the  skin  to  a  gentle  perspiration  and  lowering  the  temperature. 
It  brought  the  pulse  down  to  the  normal  volume.  It  diminished 
the  respiration  and  in  union  with  this  lessened  the  nervous  cough. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  the  veratrum  was  continued  from  my  first  day's 
visit  up  to  the  eleventh  day  of  illness  in  five-sixth  of  a  drop  dose 
every  hour,  whenever  the  febrile  movement  was  heightened 
or  highly  flushed  cheeks  were  noted. 

On  the  twelfth  day  the  stage  of  resolution  set  in  with  a  steady 
improvement,  thence  on  with  my  patient.  In  this  case  I  used  no 
quinine,  but  gave  veratrum  preference  with  the  view  of  testing  its 
merits. 

I  remain,  Very  Respectfully, 

J.  T.  Hutchins. 

Oakland,  Texas. 

"TAXATION  WITHOUT  REPRESENTATION." 


LETTER   FROM  DR.  TALLEY. 


Belton,  Texas,  February  10,  1888. 
Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal : 

In  your  article  in  Vol.  Ill,  No.  7,  page  291,  "Taxation  without 
Representation,"  I  think  you  very  unjustly  criticize  the  constitution 
and  by-laws  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association.  You  refer  to 
one  of  the  clauses  as  "  iniquitous,"  when  in  fact  an  analysis  of  the 
whole  subject  shows,  to  my  mind,*that  this  hard  adjective  of  yours 
to-wit:  "iniquitous,"  had  better  be  applied  to  the  workings  of  the 
Association.  You  say:  "our  plan  of  electing  officers,  in  particular, 
is  unfair,  the  majority  .are  not  represented  in  the  choice  of  officers, 
yet,  at  the  same  time,  they  are  taxed."  Now,  as  is  well  known,  the 
nominating  committee  has  always  elected  the  one  nominated  by  a 
majority  vote.  The  committee  then  reports  as  "the  law  directs." 
The  report  is  then  before  and  received  by  the  Association  for  just 
such  action  as  the  Association  may  see  cause  to  adopt.  Any 
member  of  the  Association  in  or  out.of  the  nominating  committee 
can  object  by  amendments  etc.,  to  any  part  or  all  of  the  report  and 
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thus  bring  a  majority,  and  in  many  cases,  if  managed  in  a  proper 
parlimentary  way,  a  two-third  vote,  to  bear  upon  any  important 
question  thus  involved.  The  real  trouble  comes  thusly,  to-wit: 
There  is  always  all  sort  of  wrangling  for  office,  etc.,  for  self 
or  friends,  and  by  this  the  Association,  for  the  time  being,  is 
in  a  sort  of  mob  meeting,  and  when  the  committee  reports  some 
member  without  any  great  regard  or  respect  for  any  parliment- 
ary law,  moves  that  the  report  be  adopted,  and  some  one  or  more 
second  the  motion.  The  presiding  officer  puts  the  question, 
upon  which  a  few  members  vote  yes,  and  to  save  trouble,  etc.,  no 
one  offers  to  vote  no;  while  perhaps  more  than  the  majority  of  the 
members  then  present  are  engaged  in  talking  on  all  sorts  of  ques- 
tions, etc.,  etc.,  etc.  Now  these  are  tacts  and  not  the  fault  of  any 
clause  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws.  If  we  expect  anything 
better,  the  presiding  officer  must  preside,  and  to  do  so  he  must  have 
help  from  the  members. 

Further  you  say:  "Only  one  delegate  votes,  no  matter  how  many 
go  up  from  a  given  countv  society."  Now  I  must  insist  that  any 
delegation  acting  in  this  way  plainly  violates  the  constitution  and 
by-laws  of  the  association,  for  in  Article  VII,  it  expressly  provides 
for  two  votes  for  all  delegates  on  all  questions,  in  adopting  reports 
from  nominating  committees  as  well  as  every  otherwise.  Not  only 
so,  my  dear  "  Daniel's  Medical  Journal,"  but  if  you  will  confer 
with  a  good  lawyer  and  parliamentarian  in  regard  to  the  force  of 
this  constitution  and  by-laws,  poor  as  they  are,  you  will  be  advised 
that  this  voting  above  referred  to,  is  not  a  mere  privilege  to  be  ex- 
ercised according  to  whim  or  individual  notions,  but  a  duty  that  every 
member  and  delegate  ought  to  faithfully  perform  for  the  "  greatest 
good  to  the  greatest  number."  No  !  the  fault  is  carelessness  and 
indifference  of  the  members,  and  too  much  the  case  also  with  the 
officers.  According  to  your  view  of  the  subject,  taxation  must  be 
only  on  those  who  are  represented,  and  not  for  a  privilege  or  duty 
to  be  represented. 

But  notwithstanding,  I  want  to  vote  "  no  good  "  for  the  constitu- 
tion and  by-laws  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  as  it  now 
stands  under  all  the  surrounding  circumstances.  As  a  member  of 
committee  on  constitution  and  by-laws  to  report  at  our  next  ses- 
sion, I  shall  insist  on  doing  away  with  all  this  double  voting.    It  is 
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too  much  trouble  and  too  impracticable.  Also  let  us  have  no 
more  taxing  local  societies,  except,  perhaps,  for  some  specific  rea- 
son, or  some  special  privilege. 

And  above  all  things  else,  I  hope  the  association  will  adopt  some 
plan  of  electing  officers  and  committees  by  which  we  can  have  less 
demagogism  and  sneaking  subterfuges  in  order  to  get  into  "  place" 
than  we  have  so  unfortunately  had  in  some  cases  in  the  last  few 
years;  men  so  losing,  or  else  having  so  little  dignity  as  to  vote  for 
themselves  in  order  to  be  sure  of  office,  which  might  do  in  politics, 
but  in  scientific  bodies  it  smacks  of  littleness  too  much.  Why  not 
elect  without  nominations,  and  count  the  votes  as  in  such  cases  in 
State,  county  and  municipal  elections  in  this  State  ?  We  are  all 
good  fellows,  and  any  man  or  woman  good  enough  to  be  a  member, 
could  be  good  enough  to  fill  any  office  for  at  least  one  term,  at  least 
long  enough  to  be  tried.  Respectfully,  etc., 

R.  P.  Tallev,  M.  D. 


PROPOSED  CHANGES  IN  THE  PHYSICIANS'  MUTUAL  BENEFIT 
ASSOCIATION  OF  TEXAS. 


LETTER    FROM    DR.   E.  P.  VOLLUM,    MEDICAL    DIRECTOR     U.     S.  A., 
SAN  ANTONIO,  TEXAS. 


San  Antonio,  Texas,  January  14,  1888. 

Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel: 

Dear  Sir: — I  thank  you  for  your  valuable  letter  of  the  28th  ult, 
concerning  the  "Physicians  Mutual  Benefit  Association  of  Texas." 
My  object  in  writing  to  you  on  this  subject  wai  to  learn  about  the 
system  adopted  by  the  organization,  as  I  have  studied  life  insurance 
on  the  association  plan  for  some  years  past,  and  I  look  into  every 
society  of  the  kind  that  comes  to  my  attention,  for  I  believe  that 
such  fraternal  organizations,  business  co-operations  and  the  like 
are  going  to  play  a  decidedly  beneficent  part  toward  ameliorating 
the  suffering  and  discontent  in  life.  After  studying  the  system 
adopted  by  a  great  number  of  the  associative  benefit  societies,  I 
took  from  them  that  was  useful  for  me,  and  I  organized  the  "Army 
Mutual  Aid  Association,"  from  which  a  simular  society  in  the  navy 
has  copied,  and  both  of  them  have  been  in  successful  operation 
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for  ten  years  and  are  steadily  growing  in  numerical  strength ;  they 
have  dispensed  a  great  amount  of  benefit  and  are  as  firmly 
established  as  the  Government  itself,  for  they  have  that  as  their 
foundation.  I  mention  these  instances  to  show  that  the  associa- 
tive plan,  with  a  solid  backing,  is  enduring.  They  are  as  much  so 
as  the  support  they  rest  upon.  In  fact,  the  associative  plan,  like 
your  society  for  instance,  must,  tc  be  enduring  and  prosperous, 
rest  upon  some  permanent  organization,  from  which  it  is  an  off- 
shoot or  dependency,  with  one  umbilical  connection,  so  to  speak, 
through  which  it  draws  its  strength  from  the  parent  body.  The 
benefit  societies  that  are  offshoots  of  the  Masons,  Odd  Fellows, 
Western  Union,  N.  Y.  Metropolitan  Police,  etc.,  etc.,  are  permanent 
institutions  because  their  parent  institutions  are  so.  And  in  order 
to  inspire  the  confidence  of  the  members,  the  officers  of  the  parent 
institution  usually  act  in  similar  capacity  in  the  benefit  society  that 
is  attached  to  it;  for  instance,  the  president  of  the  W.  U.  Telegraph 
Co.  acts  as  president  of  the  WesternUnion  Mutual  Aid /Association, 
so  also  as  to  the  Masons,  Odd  Fellows,  New  York  Police,  etc.; 
prominent  members  of  these  orders  hold  office  in  the  benefit  socie- 
ties connected  with  them.  Now,  applying  these  reflections  to  your 
society,  it  would  appear  that  if  it  were  the  Mutual  Benefit  Associa- 
tion of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  instead  of  resting  for 
support  only  upon  its  charter,  it  would  possess  a  more  wide  and 
solid  foundation,  and  better  chances  for  success. 

Very  truly  Yours, 

E.  P.  Vollum. 


A  SECOND  SARAH;   RETURN    OF   MENSES  IN  OLD  AGE,  AND 

SECOND  SIGHT. 

LETTER  FROM  DR.  R.  T.  KNOX,  VICE  PRESIDENT  TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL 

ASSOCIATION. 

Gonzales,  Texas,  February  8,  1888. 
Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal : 

The  case  I  am  about  to  relate  is  one  of  just  such  singular  im- 
port, I  deem  it  would  be  injustice  to  the  scientific  world  and  to  our 
beloved  profession  as  well,  to  withhold  ;  hence  I  relate  the  facts 
as  have  been  obtained  by  me. 
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An  old  lady,  aged  78  years,  now  and  for  several  years  past  a  re- 
sident of  this  place,  a  native  of  England,  has  all  her  life  led,  and  is 
at  this  time  leading  a  very  active  life  in  household  affairs.  General 
health  very  fine ;  while  two  years  since  she  had  a  long  spell  of 
double  pneumonia ,  which  for  time  threatened  to  prove  fatal,  and 
happily  did  not,  and  left  none  of  the  ordinary  sequels  or  bad  re- 
sults, she  being  restored  to  good  health.  At  the  age  of  thirty-five, 
after  having  borne  only  one  child,  the  "menopause"  came  on  with 
the  usual  marked  disturbance,  from  which  she  rallied,  but  as  then 
I  thought  was  classed  as  an  old  woman,  lost  her  sight,  having  to> 
wear  eye-glasses,  etc.  Some  two  years  ago  she  abandoned  the  use 
of  the  spectacles  and  sees  to  lead  well  with  the  naked  eye.  And 
now  comes  the  strangest  part  yet.  As  of  "Sarah  of  old"  she  be- 
came as  other  woman  and  at  each  succeeding  month  has  her 
menses  regularly,  as  she  did  when  young,  with  no  disturbance,  and 
can  do  as  much  work  as  any  one  of  her  age  and  sex.  It  occurs  to 
me,  this  is  quite  a  peculiar  case  of  both  second  sight  and  youth. 
I  have  heard  of  second  sight  before,  and  of  cutting  a  set  of  teeth 
when  very  old,  but  nothing  like  as  stated  above. 

Often  during  our  epidemic  of  "dengue"  several  instances  were 
called  to  my  attention  where  parties  several  years  before  had  ceased 
to  have  this  trouble,  claimed  it  had  then  returned  on  them,  which,, 
however,  lasted  but  a  short  time.  This  case  is  subject  to  criticism, 
inquiries,  etc.,  as  I  would  like  to  hear  from  others,  if  like  results, 
were  known  to  them.  Yours, 

  R.  T.  Knox. 

A  LUSUS  NATURE. 

Editor  Daniel's  Texas  Medicaljournal. — 

On  Feb.  2 1st,  1888, 1  delivered  Mrs,  C.  of  a  well  developed  female- 
child,  with  the  exception  that  the  left  hand  and  most  of  the  fore- 
arm were  absent.  It  was  not  a  case  of  intra-uterine  amputation,  but 
seemed  to  be  an  arrest  of  developement  of  the  left  fore-arm,  that 
being  about  two  inches  of  the  ulna,  with  two  rudimentary  fingers  on 
the  end  of  it.  The  lady  has  borne  four  children,  all  sound;  and 
there  is  no  history  of  deformity  in  the  family,  except  that 
there  are  several  cases  of  rheumatism  on  the  father's^side.  What 
caused  the  imperfect  developement? 

J.  N.  Mendenhall,  M.  D. 
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PROPOSED  CHANGES  IN  THE  P.  M.  B.  A. 

letter  from  dr.  samuel  a.  stone,  of  richmond,  texas. 

Richmond,  Texas,  January,  19,  1888. 

F.  E.  Daniel,  M.  D. 

Dear  Sir. — Cannot  we  have  a  different  arrangement  of  the  P. 
M.  B.  A.  T?  I  do  not  see  why  we  could  not  make  Jit  more  effec- 
tual than  at  present.  According  to  the  death  rate  as  it  is  at  present, 
the  association  has  now  existed  about  three  and  a  half  years,  and 
this  is  our  fifth  assessment;  less  than  two  in  a  year.  Now  I  would 
prefer  this  plan; — taking  as  a  standard  only  one  hundred  members 
(and  I  feel  satisfied  we  could  easily  have  at  least  500  or  1000  mem- 
bers,) Tax  each  member  $4,  per  annum  for  dues  that  is  only  one 
dollar  per  quarter,  and  in  addition  tax  each  member  S5  per  quarter, 
which  would  make  $20  per  annum  for  death  benefits,  which  would 
amount  to  $2000  a  year,  and  at  the  death  rate  we  have  had  we 
would  be  able  to  pay  to  each  of  our  brother's  widows  or  depen- 
dents $1000,  which  would  be  an  amount  worth  something,  and  be  of 
some  service  to  his  family.  The  amount  of  money  for  dues  I  would 
pay  to  the  secretary  and  treasurer,  which  would  be  $400  per  an- 
num, when  the  members  of  the  association  should  increase  to  as 
many  as  two  hundred  I  would  increase  the  death  benefit  to  $2000, 
and  should  the  membership  increase  to  five  hundred,  as  I  am  sat- 
isfied it  would,  I  would  make  the  death  benefit  only  $2,500,  thajt 
should  be  the  limit,  not  to  exceed  it,  by  these  means.  I  feel  sure 
we  could  soon  have  in  the  association  a  reserve  fund.  I  would  not 
permit  the  salary  of  the  secretary  and  treasurer  to  exceed  $1,000, 
and  he  should  be  a  bonded  officer  under  the  control  and  supervis- 
ion of  a  board  of  trustees,  who  might  be  elected  from  the  mem- 
bers of  the  association,  and  at  the  same  time  as  the  State  Medical 
association  met,  let  there  be  a  meeting  of  the  association  and  tran- 
sact such  business  as  might  come  before  it,  and  at  that  time  order 
all  death  claims  to  be  paid.  In  part  I  think  the  Benefit  associa- 
tion should  be  a  part  of  the  State  Medical  association. 

Doctor,  think  of  these  suggestions  and  let  us  see  what  we  can  do  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  State  Medical  association  when  it  meets  in 
Galveston.  Yours  Truly, 

Samuel  A,  Stone. 
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[Per  contra,  it  is  urged  that  most  physicians  below  fifty  years  of 
age  have  as  much  insurance  as  they  want,  and  that  the  organiza- 
tion is  a  charatible  one,  for  the  benefit  of  older  members  who  have 
not,  and  cannot  get  insurance;  and  that  to  increase  the  tax  on  the 
younger  members  would  be  to  drive  them  out:  The  above  sugges- 
tions are  submitted  in  advance  of  the  meeting  which  it  is  propos- 
ed to  hold  in  Galveston  during  the  time  of  the  Medical  conven- 
tion. It  is  earnestly  desired  that  members  will  attend;  we  must 
amend  the  Constitution  and  By-laws,  and  make  the  order  more  ef- 
ficient, or  let  it  go  by  the  board.  It  is  falling  off,  and  seventeen 
prominent  physicians  who  paid  assessment  No.  4  for  Dr.  Kilpat- 
rick,  failed  to  pay  No.  5  for  Mrs.  Starly,  and  are  dropped.  The 
Secretary  desires  to  make  a  report  at  this  meeting;  and  it  is  neces- 
sary to  elect  a  board  of  trustees — as  the  trustees  all  dropped  out 
the  first  year.] 


^SOCIETY  J^OTES. 

EAST  TEXAS  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

To  the  Medical  Professio7i  of  East  Texas  and  Adjacent  Territo?y  : 

On  the  17th  day  of  November,  1886,  the  East  Texas  Medical  As- 
sociation was  organized  in  the  town  of  Nocogdoches,  in  response 
to  a  call  by  the  profession  of  this  place.  Its  progress  has  been 
auspicious  until  recently.  It  now  has  sixty  names  on  the  roll  of 
members.  But  from  causes  and  in  ways  that  I  need  not  now  re- 
cite, it  has  got  out  of  its  legitimate  channel,  so  far  as  to  amount 
almost  to  disorganization. 

Consultation  with  numerous  members  has  resulted  in  the  decision 
that  we  meet  and  reorganize  in  the  town  of  Nacogdoches,  on  Tues- 
day night,  April  3,  1888.  To  reorganize,  to  adopt  new  laws,  make 
a  new  roll  of  members,  and  in  short,  to  rub  out  and  begin  over. 

I  earnestly  invite  all  interested  to  attend,  and  to  use  every  means 
to  promote  the  cause.  Original  papers  are  especially  solicited  ; 
those  heretofore  solicited  are  still  called  for. 

The  profession  at  Nacogdoches  heartily  join  in  this  invitation, 
Come  and  you  will  be  glad  of  it. 

J.  E.  Mayfield, 
Secretary  E.  T.  Med.  Association. 
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THIRD  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  LONE  STAR  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


The  President  desires  the  Lone  Star  Medical  Association  to  con- 
vene in  Austin  on  the  14th  of  May,  1888,  instead  of  the  23d  of 
June,  for  the  following  reasons  : 

1.  There  is  usually  not  so  much  illness  at  that  season,  and  we 
can  better  leave  our  work. 

2.  It  will  enable  you  to  be  present  at  the  dedication  of  the  State 
Capitol  and  the  Interstate  drill. 

3.  Last,  but  not  least  :  Reduced  rates  over  all  the  railroads,  be- 
ing $5  for  round  trip  from  any  part  of  the  State. 

Please  send  in  at  once  the  subject  of  thesis.    x\ddress  : 

J.  F.  McKinley,  M.  D,,  President, 
Over  907  Congress  Avenue,  Austin,  Texas. 
M.  A.  Majors,  M.  D.,  Ass't  Sec'y. 


PHYSICIANS  MUTUAL  BENEFIT  ASSOCIATION  OF  TEXAS. 

Assessment  No.  5  for  benefit  of  certificate  No.  25,  held  by 
Brother  Dr.  S.  F.  Starley,  who  died  December  19,  1887,  was  sent 
to  every  member — 157.  Of  these  one  hundred  and  forty  paid,  and 
seventeen  forfeited  their  certificate  for  non-payment.  One  mem- 
ber resigned,  after  paying  the  assessment.  This,  with  eight  who 
have  joined  since  Dr.  Starley's  death,  leaves  the  membership  147 
in  good  standing. 

The  $140  have  been  sent  to  Mrs.  Starley,  less  cost  of  postal 
cards,  the  printing  of  same  and  postage  on  receipts,  $4.50;  and  her 
receipt  for  $135.50  is  published  below  : 

Received  of  Drs.  W.  A.  Morris  President,  and  F.  E.  Daniel,  Sec- 
retary Physicians'  Mutual  Benefit  Association  of  Texas,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Thirty-five  Dollars. 

(Signed)  Mrs.  S.  F.  Starley. 

Tyler, -Texas,  March  24,  1888. 

The  following  members  paid  assessment  No.  5,  death  of  Dr. 
S.  F.  Starley  : 

F.  E.  Daniel,  W.  P.  Burts,  A.  S.  Wolff, 

S.  W.  Sholars,  Geo.  Cupples,  F.  Herff, 

D.  V.  Spring,  R.  M.  Swearingen,      R.  H.  Day, 
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J.  B.  Duchiene, 

J.  W.  Dupree, 

b.  A.  lowsey, 

J.  P.  Coney, 

1.  JVl.  Matthews, 

M.  D.  bterrett, 

XT    T"    TD„  '  „ 

r .  I .  Jraine, 

ri.  W.  Brown, 

AAr     TT  AA7il1^^r. 

V\  .  rl.  W  likes, 

R.  G.  Williams, 

O      T?      Ct.  1  

b.  r.  btyles, 

AT     AT  AT 

M.  M.  Myers, 

vv.  M.  Powell, 

AT       A       T1  1  

M.  A.  laylor, 

T     117     AT     T           _  V  1  • 

J.  \V.  McLaughlin, 

T         TT     TT  J 

L.  H.  Hardy, 

(~\    A  A  T  ~  1 1  ~  „ 

C.  O.  \V  eller, 

T"i     T?     AT_T?_    1  „J 

1,  r.  Mcrarland, 

T    W7     T\ ,  „  '  1 

J.  \v .  Daniel, 

Jno.  Inabnit, 

r .  A.  1  ompkms, 

A.  D.  Paulus, 

J.  1.  Webb, 

Y.  D.  Harrington, 

C       WT  Pvn,T 

\t.  vv.  Cray, 

T    TVT  "Roll 

j.  ivi.  .Ban, 

K..  VV,  Keia, 

cj.  b.  lidweii, 

A     AT  T-Till 
A.  M.  xiill, 

Vv .  A.  Morns, 

T"1     T     T")  ~  ,-.  i  i 

1 .  J .  Bennett, 

T        A  T         X>  ^  r,  r, 

J.  M.  Ross, 

C.  C.  Francis, 

H.  H.  1  horpe, 

J.  A.  Throckmorton, 

T    AT     XX  ^  v->  ^ 

J.  M.  Hons, 

T     X>      C  1 

J.  R.  bcales, 

A      "NT      T")  ^  « 1  „ -T  « 

A.  IN.  Perkins, 

J.  R.  Keating, 

1 .  C.  Osborn, 

T     XT*      Afo         ^1  J 

J.  E.  Mayneld, 

T?     (~*      T7  ^.  „  J 

t .  C.  r  ord, 

1 .  J .  Murpn, 

G.  bmitn, 

A.  D.  Tinsley, 

J.  M.  Litten, 

T     TT  AT^fK^t^^lr 

J.  H.  McClintock, 

Sam  J.  Fox, 

W.  C  Jameson, 

TT"     X)  Af„„i,'„ 

r.  R.  Martin, 

R.  b.  Gregg, 

vv.  i.  Kicnmona, 

J.  M .  Lewis, 

T    AT    W7\  1  ^,->v% 

l .  ivi.  vv  nson 

J.  H.  Evans, 

J.  T.  Y.  Jamison, 

J.  K.  Fraser, 

J.  1 .  rielu, 

A.  Wadgymar, 

w.  Clover, 

T     117     TT1  „  1 1 

J.  VV.  rennell, 

Q.  A.  bhulord, 

1.  b.  Burke, 

T     XT     T">  „ 

J.  H.  Bowers, 

A       T  Tlixx 

A.  L.  Patton, 

A.  Patton, 

Jos.  Greer, 

M.  R.  Denman, 

T)      T)      T1  _  1  1  _ 

R.  P.  1  alley, 

W.  II,  Lancaster, 

C.  M.  Harrison, 

J.  A.  Denson, 

\V.  J.  Dupree, 

C.  bams, 

T      T  T     T1      TT"  ^  

J.  H.  T.  King, 

1 .  J .  vv  athngton, 

1.  G.  May, 

J.  Getzwiller, 

b.  A.  btone, 

1.  J.  Foster, 

TIT*       A  AT../"1  

W.  A.  McCee, 

M.  r .  Wakeneld, 

R.  A.  1  aylor. 

J .  B.  btinson, 

J.  M.  iry, 

A.  D.  Evans, 

x?  wt  F„:oav 
r .  vv  .  Jvaiser, 

C.  Richardson, 

T1      T     X)     1  1 

1 .  J.  Bell, 

E.  R.  VV.  McCreary^ 

T        A        C          i-l                 ,  1 

J.  A.  bouthworth. 

T  T      TT"     117*  il. 

H.  1\  Witherspoon, 

E.  Jones, 

J.  G.  Daniels, 

T      TA      TJ  ^  „  „ 

J .  D.  Bass, 

T     T"      'N  T _1, 

J.  1.  Musick, 

A.  vv.  L/rawiora, 

Zy.  i.  ±5unay, 

iv .  r.  jjavis, 

J.  W.  Hamilton, 

W.  M.  Burger. 

T.  W.  Styles, 

W.  A.  Taylor, 

G.  W.  Cain, 

A.  N.  Denton, 

J.  G.  Barbee, 

C.  Bullitt, 

E.  G.  Nicholson. 

G.  J.  Starnes. 

J.  F.  W.  Metzler, 

J.  A.  Abney, 

J.  D.  Beck, 

H.  M.  Burroughs, 

L.  D.  Hill, 
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D.  M.  Vavvter,  R.  H.  Harrison,  Sr.,    R.  H,  Harrison,  Jr., 

A.  McDaniel,  Todd  Robinson,         L.  T.  Maddox, 

J.  S.  Bruce,  Jessee  E.  Grace,         H.  C.  Grace, 

ft.  B.  Treadwell,        Jack  Phillips,  Bat  Smith, 

Jno.  K.  Davidson,      J.  T.  Phillips,  E.  P.  Becton, 

W.  T.  Strain,  F.  A.  Maxwell. 

Total  enrollment  to  date  217 

Forfeited  previously   47 

Died   5 

Resigned   1—  53 


164 

Forfeited  on  assessments  No.  5  and  A.  D   17 

Number  in  good  standing  147 

By  comparing  the  list  above,  with  the  publication  in  the  January 
number  of  those  who  paid  assessment  No.  5,  the  names  of  those 
who  failed  to  pay  No.  4,  can  be  ascertained,  we  do  not  feel  author- 
ized to  indicate  them  otherwise. 


P.  M.  B.  A.  OF  TEXAS. 

It  is  proposed  to  hold  a  meeting  of  the  members  of  this  order  in 
Galveston  during  the  time  of  the  convention  of  the  State  Medical 
association;  and  it  is  hoped  that  an  interest  may  be  awakened 
amongst  the  profession  which  shall  swell  the  ranks  and  increase  the 
usefulness  of  the  organization. 

In  anticipation  of  that  meeting,  and  in  the  direction  of  awaken- 
ing increased  interest  in  the  matter,  it  is  opportune  here  to  say 
something  on  the  subject;  but  having  read  with  great  interest  the 
following  appeal  to  the  physicians  of  Louisiana  in  a  similar  cause 
by  their  venerable  and  worthy  president,  Dr.  R.  H.  Day,  we  con- 
clude that  we  can  do  no  better  than  to  reproduce  it.  It  goes  to  the 
center,  and  if  human  language  can  stir  the  average  medical  heart, 
this  touching  appeal  should  meet  with  a  hearty  rosponse,  address- 
ed here  to  the  physicians  of  Texas.  Only  change  the  names — sub- 
stitute those  of  some  of  our  recently  bereaved  ones,  and  take  the 
matter  home  to  yourselves — gentlemen  of  medical  profession  of  the 
great  state  of  Texas. 
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To  the  Physicians  of  Louisina  and  of  Texas. 

The  demise  of  Dr.  David  McCaa,  late  a  member  of  the  Physi- 
cians Mutual  Benevolent  Association  of  Louisiana,  leaving  be- 
hind him  four  small  motherless  children,  entirely  helpless  and  un- 
provided for,  impels  me  once  more  to  appeal  to  your  higher  and 
refined  natures  in  behalf  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  your  broth- 
er physicians. 

The  appended  receipt  (a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file)  will 
show  that  our  physicians  have  only  provided  the  small  sum  of  nin- 
ty-nine  dollars  to  give  to  the  little  helpless  children  of  Dr.  David 
McCaa,  deceased — a  man  of  merit  and  worth  in  his  profession,  a 
native  of  Louisana  and  a  graduate  of  the  State  Medical  University 
in  New  Orleans.  I  confess  I  feel  humiliated  at  this  demonstation 
of  the  lack  of  sympathy  and  brotherly  kindness  among  the  physi- 
cians of  our  State  one  for  the  other — if  not  this,  a  want  of  interest 
in,  or  culpable  indifference  to,  the  comfort  and  well-being  of  each 
other's  families. 

Had  our  800  or  1000  regular  physicians  in  Louisana  been  true  to 
each  other,  and  joined  our  Mutual  Benevolent  Association  prompt- 
ly when  first  organized,  as  was  their  obvious  duty,  instead  of  giv- 
ing to  Dr.  McCaa's  bereaved  and  helpless  children  $99,  we  would 
have  been  enabled  to  contribute  $2400  or  $3000;  and  that  too,  with 
the  insignificant  tax  of  only  $4  to  each  of  us,  a  sum  which,  I  ven- 
ture to  assert,  is  more  than  ten  times  uselessly  spent  every  year  by 
ninety-nine  hundreths  of  our  physicians. 

Brother  physicians,  look  at  the  manifest  truth  as  it  is.  Picture  in 
your  minds  and  hearts  these  four  little  bereaved  orphans  of  a  wor- 
thy decased  brother,  unprovided  for  and  ^thrown  in  tender  infancy 
upon  the  care  of  strangers,  and  reflect  how  much  good  you  could 
have  done,and  did  not  do  it!  How  many  little  hearts  you  could  have 
made  happy,  and  did  not  doit,  how  many  sweet  prayers  from  ten- 
der grateful  hearts  would  have  ascended  to  heaven  to  call  down 
rich  blessings  upon  you  and  our  noble  profession,  and  you  did 
nothing  to  elicit  the  invocation;  and  how  the  good  people  among 
whom  you  live  would  have  heralded  your  noble  benevolence  and 
brotherly  love,  and  voiced  and  echoed  your  praises,  but,  alas,  you 
did  nothing  to  deserve  it!  And  your  professions  of  brotherly  love 
one  for  the  other  are  as   " sounding  brass  or  a    tinkling  cymbal.11 
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Brother  physicians,  let  your  hearts  be  moved  by  the  noble  in- 
stincts of  christianized  humanity,  and  by  the  fraternal  principles 
of  our  noble  profession,  and  delay  no  longer— join  our  band  of 
true  brothers  at  once — and  let  us  go  up  to  our  meeting  in  Monroe 
next  April  with  hundreds  of  new  members  added  to  our  Benevo- 
lent Association.  Don't  be  afraid  that  some  old  man  in  the  pro- 
fession will  die  before  you  do,  and  his  family  get  the  benefit  first, 
but  come  in  now,  live  as  long  as  you  can  and  do  all  the  good  that 
lies  in  your  power,  and  your  brothers  who  are  alive  will  see  to  it, 
when  you  have  passed  from  the  earth,  that  your  widow  and  child- 
ren shall  receive  an  hundred  fold  more  than  all  you  had  contribu- 
ted during  your  life  time. 

Fraternally, 

Richard  H.  Day,  M.  D. 
Preside  fit  P.  M.  B.  A . 


Constitution  and  By-Laws. — [In  response  to  frequent  requests 
for  copies  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws,  and  having  none  on 
hand,  we  publish  them  here  for  the  information  of  members  and 
others.] 

CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  P.   M.   B.  A.  OF  TEXAS. 

Article  I. 

Sec.  1.  This  association  shall  be  known  as  "  The  Physicians' 
Mutual  Benefit  Association  of  Texas." 

Sec.  2.  The  office  of  said  association  shall  be  in  Fort  Worth, 
Texas.     [Removed  to  Austin  by  vote  of  Directors.] 

Sec.  3.  The  object  of  this  association  shall  be  to  provide  a  ben- 
efit fund  for  the  beneficiary  or  beneficiaries  of  each  member  at  his 
death. 

Sec.  4.  The  officers  of  this  association  shall  consist  of  a  Pres- 
ident, two  Vice-Presidents,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  [the  two  were 
blended  by  vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors]  to  be  elected  by 
the  Board  of  Directors,  and  who  shall  hold  their  offices  till  their 
successors  are  elected  and  qualified. 

Sec.  5.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors,  consisting  of  seven 
members,  each  of  whom  shall  hold  his  office  till  his  successor  is 
elected  and  qualified,. 
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Article  II. 

Sec.  i.  Applications  for  membership  shall  be  made  to  the 
officers  of  the  association,  and  shall  be  made  upon  the  printed 
form  furnished  by  the  same,  and  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  fee  of 
one  dollar  membership  fee,  the  same  to  be  paid  annually  on 
the  ist  day  of  January  of  each  year.  Upon  receipt  of  application 
and  membership  fee,  the  Secretary  shall  issue  to  applicant  a  certi- 
ficate of  membership,  signed  by  the  President  and  Secretary. 

Article  III. 

Sec.  i.  On  the  death  of  a  member  in  good  standing  the  Secre- 
tary shall  forward  to  the  family  of  the  deceased,  the  proper  blanks 
for  making  out  proof  of  death,  which,  when  duly  filed  with  the 
Secretary,  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  order  the  Secretary  to  levy 
an  assessment  of  one  dollar  on  each  member,  and  when  the 
same  shall  have  been  paid  into  the  treasury,  the  Board  of  Directors 
shall  order  the  Secretary  to  draw  a  draft  on  the  Treasurer  for  the 
total  amount  so  collected  or  paid  in,  [less  cost  of  collecting]  said 
draft  being  made  payable  to  the  person  or  persons  named  in  the 
applicants  application,  as  his  beneficiary  or  beneficieries,  and  the 
amount  thus  paid,  shall  in  no  case  exceed  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  2.  Assessments  shall  be  levied  on  members  only  upon  the 
death  of  a  member,  and  for  no  other  purpose  than  the  payment  of 
a  death  benefit. 

Sec.  3.  Notices  of  assessments  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  nearest 
known  post  office  of  the  members,  which  shall  be  deemed  sufficient 
notification,  and  if  said  assessment  is  not  paid  within  thirty  days, 
the  defaulting  members  shall  be  suspended  from  the  benefits  of  the 
association,  and  shall  forfeit  all  money  previously  paid  in. 

BY-LAWS  OF  THE  P.  M.  B.  A.  OF  TEXAS. 

Article  I. 

Sec.  1.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  asso- 
ciation but  shall  only  be  allowed  a  vote  in  case  of  a  tie.  He  shall 
sign  all  certificates  of  membership  and  official  papers,  and  shall 
have  supervision  of  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  association,  and 
see  that  all  rules  and  regulations  of  the  association  are  fully  exe- 
cuted. 
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Sec,  2.  The  Vice-Presidents  shall  possess  the  power  and  per- 
form the  duties  of  the  President  in  his  absence. 

Sec.  3.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  meetings  of  the 
association,  do  all  its  correspondence,  keep  a  correct  list  of  its 
members,  and  keep  an  account  with  each,  make  all  assessments 
and  collect  money  due  the  association  and  pay  over  the  same  to 
the  Treasurer,  taking  his  receipt  for  the  same.  He  shall  receive 
and  file  all  applications  and  make  out  and  issue  all  certificates, 
and  for  these  services  he  shall  receive  three  hundred  dollars  ($300) 
per  annum,  to  be  paid  quarterly,  out  of  the  fund  created  by  the 
membership  fees.  For  this  sum  the  President  shall  order  him  to 
draw  a  draft  on  the  Treasurer,  and  shall  countersign  the  same. 
The  Secretary  shall  give  such  bond  as  the  Board  of  Directors  shall 
direct. 

Sec.  4.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  monies  due  the  associa- 
tion from  the  Secretary,  giving  his  receipt  for  the  same,  shall  hold 
the  same  in  safe-keeping  and  pay  the  same  out  only  on  a  warrant 
by  the  Secretary,  countersigned  by  the  President  and  Secretary. 
He  shall  give  such  bond  as  the  Board  of  the  Directors  may  require 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  these  duties. 

Sec.  5.  The  membership  fees  shall  constitute  an  expense  fund, 
out  of  which  all  expenses  of  the  association  as  pertain  to  its  work- 
ings, and  the  salary  of  the  secretary  shall  be  paid,  and  shall  be 
used  for  no  other  purpose. 

These  By-Laws,  or  any  of  them,  may  be  amended  or  suspended 
by  a  two-third  vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  after  the  proposed 
alteration  or  amendment  has  been  submitted  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  at  least  one  month  before  it  is  adopted. 


American  Medical  Associasion. — The  thirty-ninth  Annual  Ses- 
sion will  be  held  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  Tuesday,  VVednesday, 
Thursday  and  Friday,  May,  8,  9,  10  and  n,  commencing  on  Tues- 
day, at  11  a.  m. 


Another  precinct  heard  from. — The  Val  Verde  County,  Med- 
ical Society,  has  been  organized,  and  holds  its  meeting  at  Del  Rio. 
Dr.  E.  G.  Nicholson  was  elected  president,  and  Dr.  J.  R.  Harmer, 
secretary. 
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Restored  to  Sight  after  Sixty  Years. — Dr.  Dav.  McKeowan, 
in  The  Lancet,  for  January  last,  reports  the  case  of  a  fiddler  who 
had  been  blind  over  60  years,  caused  by  small  pox  when  a  child. 
Iridectomy  was  performed,  and  the  result  was  restoration  to  fair 
sight.  Strange  he  had  gone  thus  long.  His  color  education  was 
said  to  be  very  rapid.    He  learned  to  distinguish  the  coins  first. 

Benzoate  of  Soda  in  Uremia. — According  to  Dr.  A.  S.  Part- 
zersky,  of  Moscow,  this  drug  acts  almost  as  a  specific  in  uraemic 
poisoning.  Ten  cases  were  treated,  seven  of  which  suffered  from 
parenchymatous  and  three  from  interstitial  nephritis.  The  dose 
was  1  to  2  drachms  daily.  Nine  of  the  patients  recovered,  one 
died.  Headache,  dilution  of  pupils,  albuminuria  and  even  the 
convulsive  phenomena  disappear.  Its  use  is  recommended  to  com- 
mence with  the  first  symptoms. 


National  Control  Of  Maritime  Quarantine. — The  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Philadelphia,  has  set  in  motion  an  ef- 
fort to  place  the  maritime  quarantine  and  all  sanitation  under  the 
control  of  the  general  government.  A  committee  has  been  ap- 
pointed consisting  of  Drs.  J.  C.  Wilson,  E.  O.  Shakespeare  and  R. 
A.  Cleeman,  to  induce  the  present  congress  to  adopt  such  a  law. 
An  address  has  been  issued  asking  the  cooperation  of  all  county, 
district  and  State  organizations. 

Remove  the  Duty  on  Foreign  Medical  Supplies. — The  Georgia 
Medical  Society  has  moved  in  the  right  direction,  At  its  January 
meeting  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  . 

Resolved,  That  the  corresponding  secretary  enter  into  correspon- 
dence with  other  State  and  local  medical  societies,  with  the  view 
to  induce  them  to  act  in  concert  with  us  in  an  effort  to  influence 
Congress  to  remove  the  Import  Duty  from  all  medical  and  surgical 
supplies,  instruments  and  appliances. 
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Sterility  in  the  Male. — Dr.  Kehrer,  of  Heidelberg,  has  ar- 
rived at  the  conclusion,  after  a  series  of  well  conducted  experi- 
ments, "that  in  at  least  a  third  of  the  cases  of  sterile  marriages  the 
husband  was  the  party  at  fault,  and  gonorrhoea  was  the  cause  of  the 
barrenness." 


Scheele's  Test  for  Abdominal  Aneurism. — Make  firm  simul- 
taneous compression  of  both  femoral  arteries  for  a  few  seconds. 
If  there  be  aneurism  the  patient  will  immediately  complain  of  pain 
in  and  around  the  tumor.  Otherwise  he  will  experience  no  special 
discomfort. 


Comparative  Statistics  of  the  Treatment  of  Diphtheria. — 
Dr.  Lunin,  of  St.  Petersburg,  gives  the  following  trial  of  various 
remedies  in  the  treatment  of  diphtheria  in  the  Oldenburg  hospital: 
Cases,  296  ;  percentage  of  deaths,  55. 

FIBRINOUS  FORM  DEATHS: 

By  turpentine   8.30  per  ct 

resorcine  20.00  " 

sublimate  30.20  " 

chinoline  31-60  " 

fer.  perchlor  32.60  " 

bromine  46.7  " 

SEPTIC  PHLEGMONOUS  FORM — DEATHS  : 

By  turpentine   81.00  per  ct 

resorcine   89.5  " 

sublimate   92.5  " 

chinoline  100  " 

ferri  perchlor   76.5  " 

bromine   86.9  " 

GENERAL  RESULT — DEATHS  '. 

By  turpentine   43.4  " 

resorcine   65  " 

sublimate   45  " 

chinoline   53  u 

ferri  perchlor   56  " 

bromine    69.7  " 
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Cocaine  in  Nasal  Polypus  and  Hemorrhoids. — In  Albany  Med- 
ical Annals  for  February  it  is  stated  that  10  to  15  drops  of  a  six  per 
cent,  solution  injected  into  a  polypus  or  a  hemorrhoid  will  cause 
its  death  by  contraction  of  the  blood  vessels  that  supply  it.  Then 
why  should  cocaine  not  cure  uterine  fibroids  hypertrophiad  ton- 
sils and  goitres  in  the  same  way. 


How  To  Make  Splints. — Brush  over  thick  woolen  cloth  a 
strong  alcoholic  solution  of  shellac.  If  it  is  desired  to  have  the 
splint  very  stiff  place  several  pieces  of  the  cloth  together  and 
pass  a  hot  iron  over  them.  They  can  be  softened  by  hot  water 
and  moulded  and  cut  in  any  desired  shape. 


Vessication  For  Vomiting  Of  Pregnancy. — A  writer  in  the 
Lancet  says  that  vessication  over  the  fourth  and  fifth  dorsal  verte- 
brae never  fails  to  put  an  end  to  reflex  vomiting  for  the  whole 
remaining  period  of  gestation,  no  matter  at  what  stage  it  is  effected. 


Jaborandi  In  Erysipelas. — Prof.  Waugh  prescribes  twenty  drops 
of  the  fluid  extract  every  two  hours  until  perspiration  sets  in.  If 
the  erysipelas  shows  a  tendency  to  recur,  the  use  of  the  drug  is  re- 
sumed. Albany  Medical  Annals. 


Gravity  As  An  Expectorant. — The  Polyclinic  contains  the 
suggestions  that  inverting  a  patient  and  causing  him  to  cough  while 
in  this  position  will  unload  the  bronchial  tubes  of  mucous  secre- 
tion and  avert  impending  death. 


Ichthyol  In  Skin  Diseases.  — Ichthyol  is  a  clear  yellow-brown  oil 
obtained  by  distilling  bituminous  matter  which  contains  the  fossiliz- 
ed remains  of  fishes.  It  is  fast  coming  to  the  front  as  a  remedy  in 
all  kinds  of  skin  diseases.  The  Philadelphia  County  Medical  So- 
ciety had  it  up  last  month  as  an  antiseptic  in  surgery.  It  is 
destined  to  the  same  wide  range  as  iodoform,   especially  for  odor. 

Tic-dolereux  Cured  by  Neurectomy  of  Three  Branches  of 
the  Trifacial. — In  the  International  Journal  of  Surgery  and  An- 
tiseptics, Dr.  A.  C.  Bernays,  of  St.  Louis,  reports  a  unique  case  of 
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tic-doulereux  of  26  years  duration  entirely  relieved  by  resecting, 
at  one  sitting,  three  divisions  of  the  trigeminus.  The  patient  was 
69  years  of  age.  The  microscope  revealed  nothing  abnormal  in 
the  structure  of  the  nerves. 


How  to  Use  Electricity  in  Extra  Uterine  Pregnancy. — Dr 
A.  D.  Rockwell,  of  New  York,  in  the  International  Journal  of  Sur- 
gery and  Antiseptics,  details  the  directions  for  employing  electric- 
ity for  the  destruction  of  the  foetus  in  the  tuftal  pregnancies,  which 
boiled  down,  are  as  follows:  First  make  the  diagnosis.  Then  place 
the  positive  electrode  firmly  upon  the  abdomen  and  directly  over 
the  distended  tube.  The  negative  electrode,  consisting  of  a  metal 
ball  about  the  size  of  a  large  marble,  securely  fastened  to  an  insu- 
lated stem,  is  introduced  into  the  vagina,  and  guided  to  the  point 
where  the  enlargement  is  most  distinctly  felt.  The  interrupted 
galvanic  current  is  prefered;strength  between  fifteen  and  twenty  mil- 
lometres. 


ROETHELX. 


letter  to  ex-president  a.  p.  brown,  of  fort  worth,  from  dr. 

t.  c.  osborn. 
Dr,  A.  P.  Brown,  Fort  Worth. 

Dear  Sir: — For  a  copy  of  the  Weekly  Medical  Review  of  Nov- 
ember 12,  containing  an  article  on  "  Roetheln,"  by  Dr,  Henry 
Davis,  of  Tuam,  sent  me  at  your  request  from  the  office  in  St. 
Louis,  I  beg  to  return  you  my  sincere  thanks. 

The  subject  is  very  ably  written,  and  suggestive  of  great 
familiarity  with  the  disease,  and  inspires  confidence  in  the  reader 
in  the  honesty  and  ability  of  Dr.  Davis,  an  observer  of  no  mean 
pretensions. 

The  first  paragraph  of  the  paper  contains  nearly  all  that  is 
positively  known  of  the  disease,  and  any  difference  that  might 
be  suggested  by  a  critical  reader  would  consist  mainly  in  seeing 
the  disease  from  a  different  standpoint,  without  changing  in  the 
least  the  most  important  features  of  roetheln  as  an  affection  hav- 
ing a  definite  anatomy.  Even  the  wide  difference  of  opinion 
amongst  writers  as  to  its  hybridity  can  be  easily  reconciled  by 
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the  admission  that  it  is  conclusively  "  the  missing  link  "  between 
the  two  diseases,  rubeola  and  scarlatina,  which  it  so  faithfully 
represents  in  every  way  except  in  its  infectious  nature.  And  as 
hybrids  do  not,  as  a  rule,  propagate  their  own  species  ;  and  as 
roetheln  is,  according  to  my  observation,  not  at  all  infectious  in 
its  nature,  my  own  opinion  leans  strongly,  if  not  conclusively,  to 
the  belief  in  the  hybridity  of  the  disease.  But  admitting  the 
mulish  appearance  of  the  complaint,  I  still  cannot  see  why  its 
autonomy  should  be  Sbubted. 

Regarding  the  disease  as  dysthetic,  recurrent  and  non-contagious, 
I  am  quite  prepared  to  agree  with  Dr.  Davis  that  roetheln  rather 
increases  than  diminishes  the  liability  of  its  invasion.  But  whether 
this  disposition  will  ever  be  confessed  as  to  creating  an  increased 
liability  to  other  diseases  is,  in  my  estimation  open  to  grave 
doubt.  It  is,  nevertheless,  true  that  the  dyscrasia  upon  which  the 
disease  depends  does  not  for  many  days  leave  the  system, 
and  to  this  special  diathesis,  doubtless,  the  doctor  had  reference 
in  making  the  suggestion.  It  is  well  known,  that  local  epidem- 
ics may,  and  that  general  epidemics,  of  every  kind,  invariably  do 
impose  upon  communities  decided  peculiarities,  and  sometimes 
lingering  diatheses  differing  materially  from  that  which  previously 
existed  in  the  organism. 

This  is  assuredly  seen  after  the  periodical  returns  of  the  great 
malarial  fever  epidemics  which  occur  with  something  like  regular- 
ity every  fifteen  to  twenty  years  apart.  That,  foi  instance,  of 
1840,  created  a  diathesis  of  so  decided  a  nature  as  to  influence 
the  profession  everywhere  against  venesection,  a  practice  which 
had  existed  from  time  immemorial,  and  like  many  other  useful 
agents  was,  no  doubt,  often  terribly  misused  in  the  hands  of  its 
sanguine  partisans]  and  that  of  1867,  which  again  changed  dia- 
thesis, renewing  in  a  quiet  way  an  apparent  necessity  for  dis- 
cussing bloodletting  as  a  measure  of  relief  in  inflammatory  con- 
ditions. These  instances  are  merely  mentioned  as  illustrative  o- 
the  influence  exerted  upon  individuals  and  communities  by  epideml 
ics  of  a  non-contagious  disease,  whether  they  occur  from  malariaf 
toxemia,  or  from  areas  of  low  barometer  with  all  its  other  usual 
concomitants,  such  as  an  excess  or  want  of  atmospheric  electric- 
ity, temperature  and  humidity,     And  there  can  be  but  little 
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hesitation  in  ascribing  these  conditions  as  really  the  true  operat- 
ive causes  of  the  disease  we  are  describing. 

Roetheln,  like  diphtheria  in  the  South,  dengue,  rheumatism, 
asthma  and  neuralgia,  is  mainly  dependent  upon  meteorological 
conditions,  and  as  areas  of  low  barometer  are  very  often  limited 
in  circumference,  the  reason  is  plain  why  these  affections  are  fre- 
quently observed  in  certain  places  and  not  in  other,  although  it 
may  be  adjacent,  neighborhoods. 

According  to  the  observations  I  have  made  in  several  epidemics 
through  which  my  labors  have  passed,  or  rather,  from  my  stand- 
point, I  am  forced  to  differ  with  Dr.  Davis  in  the  assertion  that 
roetheln  more  frequently  resembles  scarlatina  than  it  does- 
measles. 

There  is  in  my  estimation  but  a  single  feature,  which,  although 
very  constant  in  all  the  cases  I  have  witnessed,  is,  nevertheless, 
merely  a  shadowed  resemblance  to  the  anginose  condition  of 
scarlatina,  and  very  rarely,  if  ever,  invades  the  palate  and  posterior 
nores  nor  is  there  the  same  amount  of  intensity  of  engorgement  of 
the  tonsils,  and  suffusion  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  fauces, 
which  is  observed  in  the  simplest  forms  of  scarlet  fever.  Whilst, 
on  the  other  hand,  there  is  never  a  case  seen  where  the  eruption 
could  for  a  moment  be  mistaken  for  that  which  constitutes  the 
characteristic  blush  of  scarlatina. 

But  the  differentiation  between  roetheln  and  rubeola  is  much 
more  difficult,  owing  to  the  similarity  of  the  maculated  appearance 
of  the  skin,  the  sneezing,  and  the  cough  so  constantly  seen  in 
measles. 

Indeed  the  color  and  general  outlines  of  the  eruption  constantly 
force  the  observer  to  ask  the  patient  if  he  has  ever  had  measles, 
and  then,  perhaps,  for  the  first  time,  if  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
the  eruption  is  found  not  to  be  crescentic,  but  roundish,  oval,  or 
oblong,  and  disposed  to  be  gregarious.  There  is  the  slightest 
imaginable  difference  in  the  color  of  the  muscles  between  roetheln 
and  rubeola. 

But,  after  all,  I  am  only  speaking^  of  the  disease  as  I  have  seen 
it  in  several  epidemics  in  Alabama  and  in  Texas,  and  do  not  mean 
to  call  in  question  the  observations  of  other  observers,  knowing, 
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as  I  do,  that  the  disease  very  frequently  presents  protean  features 
almost  defying  rational  discrimination. 

The  most  important  consideration  is  that  roetheln  is  too  often 
confounded  with  other  diseases,  rather  than  on  its  own  account. 
In  April,  1886,  two  children  in  one  family  were  attacked  with  what 
was  said  to  be  measles.  There  was  no  more  than  a  day  or  two 
difference  in  the  dates  of  the  inception  j  the  youngest,  a  suckling, 
aged  five  month,  a  girl,  died  after  one  week  of  illness;  the  other,  a 
boy,  aged  two  years  and  a  half,  died  one  week  later.  There  was 
no  other  case  of  measles  in  the  city,  nor  had  the  children  been  ex- 
posed to  the  infection.  These  death  occurred  in  the  same  house, 
and  although  there  were  others  in  the  family,  and  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, openly  exposed  to  the  contagion  from  these  cases,  yet  there 
was  no  spread  of  the  disease.  In  the  beginning  of  the  ensuing 
month,  May,  a  school  girl,  aged  eight  years,  in  another  part  of  the 
city,  was  ill  with  the  same  disease,  but  soon  recovered  without 
treatment,  and  no  other  cases  were  then,  or  afterward,  infected  in 
the  classes  of  the  school. 

A  day  or  two  after  the  attack,  her  baby  brother,  a  suckling,  eight 
month  old,  was  taken  similarly,  and  after  one  week's  illness  died  of 
congestion  of  the  lungs,  having  the  eruption  of  measles,  and  the 
sore  throat  of  scarlet  fever.  The  day  before  the  death  of  this 
child,  I  saw  a  lady,  mother  of  two  children,  who  asked  me  to 
prescribe  for  her  throat,  and  when  I  visited  her  the  entire  surface 
of  her  face,  neck,  body  and  extremities  was  covered  with  an  erup- 
tion so  apparently  like  measles  that  I  incautiously  called  it  so,  but 
she  at  once  reminded  me  that  she  had  had  measles  several  years 
before.  Upon  this  I  inspected  the  eruption  more  closely  and  found 
it  wanting  in  crescentic  shapes,  and  very  much  bunched  on  the  ex- 
tremities; the  fauces  and  tonsils  were  red  and  tumid,  but  without 
ulceration,  or  the  punctated  appearance  peculiar  to  scarlatina. 
The  tongue  was  clean,  with  very  few  papillae.  There  was  barely 
one  degree  of  fever,  and  the  pulse  was  normal.  There  had  been 
no  sneezing,  and  no  cough. 

Seeing  now  plainly  that  it  was  a  case  of  roetheln,  I  asked,  if  she 
had  been  with  cases  like  it?  She  had  not,  but  heard  there  was  a 
similar  case  in  the  neighboring  house,  to  which  I  made  my  way, 
and  asked  permission  to  see  the  child,  and  this  proved  to  be  the 
dying  child  mentioned  above. 
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On  close  inspection  I  found  the  body  and  extremities  covered 
with  an  eruption  like  measles,  but  growing  rapidly  paler  as  the  life 
of  the  child  ebbed  away,  and  with  the  sore  throat,  but  no  cough 
nor  sneezing.  Evidently  it  was  another  case  of  roetheln,  and  died 
that  night  from  congestion  of  the  lungs,  brought  on  by  undue  ex- 
posure to  a  draft  of  night  airs.  No  other  cases  occurred  in  this 
neighborhood  after  these.  The  children  of  my  lady  patient  did 
not  have  the  disease,  although  one  of  them  was  suckling.  Now, 
the  cases  so  far  reported  were  in  neighborhoods  similar  in  appear- 
ance and  upon  the  same  low  level,  but  there  was  not  the  least  in- 
tercourse of  a  social  nature  between  the  families  affected.  After- 
wards cases  of  the  diseases  in  ottier  parts  of  the  city  and  the  sur- 
rounding country  occurred,  making  up  an  epidemic,  but  in  none  of 
them  could  it  be  said  that  a  positive  infectiousness  exists.  In  June 
a  bright  little  girl  in  the  higher  location  of  the  city  was  attacked, 
and  the  attending  physician  treated  the  case  as  scarlatina,  and  it 
died  after  four  days  illness.  In  the  next  September  another  case 
occurred  in  the  flat,  not  far  from  my  lady  patient,  of  a  suckling  ten 
months  old  and,  after  lingering  three  weeks,  died  apparently  from 
extreme  exhaustion.  I  saw  this  case  in  consultation,  and  insisted 
upon  its  being  rotheln,  and  strongly  urged  a  discontinuance  of  the 
application' of  ice  water  to  the  head,  asserting  that  local  applica- 
tion of  cold  would  certainly  induce  internal  congestion,  and  the 
temperature  (105  °)  would  not  necessarily  destroy  life,  if  the  pow- 
ers of  nature  were  properly  conserved  in  the  mean  time.  But  the 
attending  physician  did  not  agree  with  me,  and  next  day  called  in 
consultation  the  same  physician  who  had  treated  what  he  called  an 
exactly  similar  case  in  June,  or  the  case  called  scarlatina  noticed 
above.  He  advised  the  ice  water,  and  the  child  died.  In  one  cf 
the  cases,  the  attending  physician  declared  to  me  his  firm  belief, 
that  the  disease  was  scarlatina  anginosa.  Upon  which  I  remarked, 
"  you  must  not  have  seen  cases  of  scarlatina  anginosa  very  often 
then." 

Here  then,  in  the  city  of  Cleburne,  were  five  deaths  from  what 
was  undoubtedly  the  disease  known  as  roetheln,  and  which  were 
confounded  with  other  diseases,  namely,  rubeola,  and  scarlatina. 
And  I  underscored  the  sucklings,  because  Hebra;  Wilson,  Hillier, 
and  others  claim  immunity  from  the  disease  in  this  class  of  sub- 
jects. 
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In  defense  of  my  theory  that  epidemics  of  roetheln — there  is  I 
believe,  never  an  instance  of  the  sporadic,  isolated  form  of  the  di- 
sease on  record — it  is  necessary  to  mention  in  an  intercalary  manner 
the  condition  of  the  prevailing  weather  ststistics  of  Cleburne  dur- 
ing the  season  from  March  to  October,  1886. 

We  were  in  the  midst  of  a  long  drought;  the  temperature  did  not 
at  any  time  get  above  980.  Fahrenheit;  the  humidity  was  unusual- 
ly low;  thunder  storms  were  remarkably  infrequent;  end  the  ba- 
rometer was  steadily  below  its  normal  readings;  which,  all  taken 
together,  was  amply  sufficient  to  induee  dysthetic  skin  diseases, 
mainly  of  the  non-contagious  order,  and,  I  will  add,  that  in  this 
county,  and,  indeed,  several  other  counties  adjacent  to  this,  there 
was  a  remarkable  number  of  eruptive  diseases  prevailing  at  the 
time  of  the  existence  of  the  epidemic  of  roetheln.  Of  these  erup- 
tions eczema  largely  overshadowed  all  others  in  the  order  of  fre- 
quency, and  there  were  really  but  few  persons  upon  whom  this,  or 
some  other  skin  trouble  did  not  exist  at  some  time  during  the  seas- 
on mentioned. 

Now,  then,  whilst  I  am  quite  willing  to  admit  exceptions  to  the 
rule,  I  will,  nevertheless,  assert  in  a  positive  manner  that  such 
seasons  as  that  given  will  in  any  section  of  the  world,  produce  al- 
most identically  the  same,  or  similar  epidemics;  as  those  witness- 
ed in  this  place  between  the  months  of  March  and  October  1886. 

From  this  declaration  of  my  opinion,  you  may  justly  infer  that 
I  am  not  theatrically  posing  in  the  attitude  of  a  bacteriologist. 
On  the  contrary,  I  am  far  from  believing  that  we  are  advancing  at 
any  great  rate  in  the  elucidation  of  diseases  by  thrusting  a  micro- 
coccus before  the  woild  as  the  specific  cause,  whilst  the  fact  re- 
mains still  undisputed  that  the  bacteria  may  just  as  likely  be  the 
result  of  the  disease. 

The  simplest  cases  are  the  typical  cases  of  roetheln,  and  any 
departure  or  increase  in  violence  of  the  disease,  either  leaning  to- 
ward rubeola  or  scarlatina,  is  mainly  due  to  the  depth  of  the  dys- 
crasia  in  the  blood,  due  to  the  peculiar  constitution  of  the  atmos- 
phere in  which  the  victims  have  for  sometime  lived,  and  to  prior 
dveiations  of  health  induced  by  other  etiological  influences.  It  is 
of  the  typical  cases  only  that  a  correct  idea  of  the  disease  can  be 
rationally  foimed. 
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In  a  typical  case  we  find  that  a  husky  feeling  of  the  throat,  with 
some  little  trouble  in  deglutition  are  the  earliest  symtoms  notic- 
ed, which,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days,  is  followed  by  a  light 
degree  of  fever,  and,  simultaneously,  an  eruptions  appears  over  the 
face,  neck,  body,  and  extremities,  so  nearly  resembling  measles 
that  a  closer  inspection  is  required  to  discriminate  between  them. 
The  eruption  is  never  crescentic  as  in  measles,  and  is  prone  to  co- 
alesce, or  bunch,  especially  on  the  extremities,  but  the  color  and 
other  features  of  the  maculae  are  almost  identical  with  rubeola. 
The  pulse  seldom  varies  much  from  a  healthy  standard,  and  in 
this  we  have  a  wide  differece  between  that  of  either  measles,  or 
scarlet  fever. 

The  appearance  of  the  eruption  and  the  fever  occur  usually 
about  the  second  or  third  day  of  the  fever,  and  both  disappear  at 
the  end  of  two  or  three  days,  when  a  branny  desquamation  sets  in 
more  or  less  abundantly  on  the  body,  but  greatest  on  the  fingers 
and  toes;  and  at  this  time  there  is  scarcely  any  of  the  soreness  of 
the  throat  left  to  annoy  the  patient.  But  there  is  one  pathogno- 
monic feature  which  is  eminently  distinctive  of  roetheln,  one;  in- 
deed, so  constant  in  its  occurrence  that  when  observed  there  can 
be  no  longer  a  footing  for  dcubt  as  to  its  true  character,  and  that  is 
an  enlargement  of  the  small  glands  just  at  the  edge  of  the  hair  of 
the  head  on  the  postero-lateral  sides  of  the  neck.  This  feature 
has  not  been  absent  in  any  case  coming  under  my  own,  or  the  obser- 
vation of  any  other  observer  to  whom  cases  of  the  disease  have 
occurred.  Such  glandular  enlargements  do  not  occur  in  either 
scarlatina  or  measles,  but  are  distinctively  characteristic  of  roeth- 
eln. Even  in  these  departures  in  violence  leaning  toward  either 
measles  or  scarlet  fever,  these  swollen  glands  aae  never  absent,  but 
are  larger  as  the  disease  becomes  most  virulent  in  its  nature,  es- 
pecially if  the  bearing  is  toward  scarlatina. 

The  departures  may  be  so  violent  as  to  threaten  the  life  of  the 
patient,  and  are  mainly  due  to  tendencies  to  internal  congestion 
from  imprudent  management  on  the  part  of  the  patient,  or  the  nurse, 
or  to  prior  vice  in  the  system,  Death  may  occur  from  coma  or 
convulsions,  from  congestion  of  the  lungs,  or  from  disorganization 
of  the  kidneys,  but  as  there  has  been  no  necroscopy  recorded,  I 
am  at  quite  at  loss  to  say  what  are  the  footprints  of  the  disease  af- 
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ter  death.  Indeed,  when  death  has  occurred,  there  can  be  no 
question  as  to  its  being  cuased  by  complication,  and,  therefore, 
in  an  autopsy  we  would  naturally  expect  to  find  only  such  traces 
as  are  necessarily  those  of  the  complication.  Without  inter-cur- 
rent complications  we  would  never  expect  to  find  a  death  from  this 
simple  disease  on  record.  The  clinical  history  is  the  most  we  can 
boast  of  in  our  day. 

But.  as  I  have  asserted  the  non-contagiousness  of  the  disease, 
it  is  but  just  that  I  should  defend  my  position,  especially  as  roeth- 
len  is,  with  few  exceptions,  declared  to  be  infectious  by  a  majori- 
ty of  the  observers  who  have  written  upon  the  subject. 

In  the  first  place,  the  first  cases  in  my  experience  with  several 
epidemics  have  sprung  into  existence  in  each  instance  amongst 
people  who  had  in  no  way  been  exposed  to  infection,  and  it  was 
more  to  the  number  of  the  cases  occurring  under  the  same  meteor- 
ological conditions  that  the  idea  to  others  has  given  rise  to  the  sus- 
picion of  contagiousness,  forgetful  of  the  old  axiom  that,  'fthat 
which  has  been,  will,  under  the  same  circumstances,  be  so  again." 

Too  often  to  admit  of  doubt,  I  have  seen  only  one  out  of  a  large 
family  of  children  in  the  same  house  go  through  the  disease,  none 
of  the  others  subsequently  having  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  have  often  witnessed  the  entire  family 
stricken  almost  at  the  same  moment,  and  in  which  there  had  been 
no  communication  with  perhaps,  distant  cases  in  other  families. 
And,  lastly,  I  have  done  my  best  to  prove  its  infectiousness  by  ex- 
posing my  own  children  to.it,  without  ever  an  instance  confirmato- 
ry of  the  the  theory  of  contagion,  nor  did  I  have  the  disease  myself. 

Dr.  Sholl,  of  Sumter  county,  Alabama,  who  is  a  close  observer, 
states  that  he  could  not  trace  beyond  the  first  two  or  three  cases, 
and  yet  he  contends  bravely  for  the  infectiousness  of  the  disease 
in  the  epidemic  of  1880.  On  the  contary,  I  was  at  the  same  time 
but  forty  miles  from  him,  and  the  midst  of  a  similar  epidemic,  in 
Hale  county,  Alabama,  where  my  opportunities  were  equal  to  his, 
but  where  I  was  forced  to  the  conclusion  of  its  non-contagiousness. 

But,  after  all,  he  and  I  cordially  agreed  in  the  conclusion  that 
the  disease  in  many  instances  required  all  our  exertion  to  prevent 
ugly  complications   which  would,  if  allowed  to  enter  as  an  inter- 
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current,  result  seriously  to  the  life  of  the  patient  we  had  under 
treatment. 

Ane  now,  my  dear  Doctor,  hoping  I  have  not  jaded  you  by  my 
prosaic  composition,  and  that  you  will  credit  me  with  only  the 
best  intentions,  I  beg  to  subscribe  myself  with  profound  respect. 

Yours,  etc., 

T.  C.  Osborn. 


The  Medical  and  Surgical  History  of  the  War  of  the  Re- 
bellion.— The  limited  edition  of  this  great  work,  issued  in  accor- 
dance with  an  act  of  Congress,  is  entirely  exhausted.  There  is 
great  demand  for  the  work,  and  as  it  was  stereotyped,  and  the  plates 
are  still  in  existence,  another  edition  could  be  easily  produced. 
In  the  Therapeutic  Gazette,  February  15,  Dr.  C.  M.  Fulton  has  a 
letter  on  the  subject,  in  which  he  requests  cooperation  in  an  effort 
to  secure  action  of  Congress  in  the  matter.  We  heartily  concur  in 
the  opinion  that  another  issue  would  meet  with  general  favor  and 
large  sale,  and  join  the  Doctor  in  the  hope  that  Congress  un- 
order it. 


The  Brazos  and  Colorado  Medical  Association  has  been  or- 
ganized, with  Dr.  Bat.  Smith,  of  Wharton,  President.  This  organ- 
ization will  send  delegates  to  the  State  Convention  at  Galveston, 
April  24,  1888. 



Microbe  and  Microbe  Killers. — There  is  a  citizen  of  Austin 
by  the  name  of  L.  E.  Daniell,  and  he  is  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture and  sale  of  a  proprietary  article  called  Microbe  Killer  or  Mi- 
crobe Destroyer.  The  press,  with  that  very  prevalent  disposition 
to  pay  questionable  compliments  to  certain  people,  have  daubed 
Mr.  Daniell  "Doctor,"  and  the  very  close  resemblance  of  his  name 
(especially  with  the  prefix)  to  that  of  the  Editor  of  this  Journal, 
has  created  the  belief  in  the  minds  of  some  people  that  we  are  the 
party.  Now  this  is  most  exasperating  !  We  have  been  seriously 
asked  about  it  !  We  know  that  those  who  know  us,  and  those  for 
whose  opinion  we  have  any  or  much  regard,  could  not  believe  us 
capable  of  such  a  thing  ;  yet,  it  is  annoying  to  be  so  mixed  up 
with  such  a  subject.  But  what  can  we  do? — This  is  to  all  to 
whom  it  may  come,  greeting, — and  to  inform  them  that  we  have 
no  connection  with  any  such  business  as  Microbe  Killers,  and  we 
do  not  wish  to  be  counfounded  with  L.  E.  Daniell — the  alleged 
<'Doctor"  who  is  selling  the  alleged  Microbe  Destroyer. 
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This  Journal,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


  COLLABOBATCES :   
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Ijt.  Geo.  Cupples,  San  Anionio.  Dr.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  Galveston. 

Dr.  T.  C.  Osborn,  Cleburne,  Texas.  Dr.  E.  Goldmann,  San  Jose,  Cal. 
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"TAXATION  WITHOUT  REPRESENTATION." 


DR.   TALLEY'S  LETTER. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  our  article  on  local  societies  paying  tri- 
bute to  the  State  Medical  Association,  is  attracting  attention.  The 
tax  should  be  abolished.  It  will  be  seen  that  Dr.  Tally  has  quite 
misunderstood  us  with  regard  to  the  majority  not  being  represented. 
Of  course,  an  officer  is  elected  by  a  majority  of  those,  who  vote — or 
are  permitted  to  vote.  We  mean  that  the  largest  part  of  the  pro- 
fession in  affiliation  with  the  State  association  is  not  represented, 
by  delegate,  in  the  nominating  committee,  and  it  seems  to  us  quite 
clear  that  they  are  not.  Take,  as  we  did,  Travis  county  Medical 
Society  for  an  illustration.  This  county  society  has  forty  mem- 
bers, and  sends  eight  delegates  and  pays  $20  annually  ;  Blank 
county,  for  instance,  has  a  medical  society  with  ten  members  and 
sends  two  delegates,  paying  five  dollars  tax.  Each  society  is  repre- 
sented in  the  nominating  committee  by  one  delegate  who  casts  one 
vote  in  the  choice  of  officers.  It  is  not  clear  that  the  majority  of 
the  members  of  Travis  county  are  not  represented — have  no  voice? 
Or,  take  a  remote  county,  sparsely  settled,  with  no  organization 
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and  only  two  or  three  resident  physicians.  This  county  is  repre- 
sented in  the  nominating  committee  by  one  and  jhe  casts  one  vote 
and  pays  no  tax — the  one  delegate  or  representative  not  being  a 
member  of  the  association.  We  hold  also  that  each  delegate  should 
vote  on  all  questions  before  the  house;  if  absent,  call  roll  by  coun- 
ties and  cast  the  vote  by  county  or  society  representation.  We 
think  the  plan  of  having  local  societies — whose  members  are  most- 
ly, perhaps,  members  of  the  State  association — pay  50  cents  per 
capita  of  its  members,  unjust,  and  should  be  abolished. 

Again,  Dr.  Talley  takes  umbrage  at  the  word  "iniquitous."  We 
did  say,  this  "iniquitous  clause,"  and  we  hold  that  anything  is  "in- 
iquitous" that  leads  to,  or  causes,  or  results  in  evil,  or — injustice. 
But  the  Doctor  quite  overlooks  the  fact  that  our  fulmination  was 
directed  to  "the  workings"  of  the  association  "no  matter  what  the 
letter  of  the  law  may  be" — and  not  to  the  constitution  and  by-laws — 
and  the  "election  of  officers,"  was  especially  referred  to. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  although  the  Doctor  "pitches  into  us"  in 
the  beginning  of  his  letter,  he  comes  around  all  right  and  agrees 
with  us  in  the  end.  We,  too,  want  to  see  a  change  in  our  elec- 
tions, and  if  we  are  not  mistaken,  the  new  constitution  and  by-laws 
which  will  be  submitted  in  April,  provide  for  election  in  the  meet- 
ing without  nomination.  This  double  voting — one  man's  having 
one,  another  having  two  votes,  necessarily  leads  to  confusion,  and 
we,  for  one,  shall  advocate  its  abolition,  for  it  is  not  carried  out, 
and  we  do  not  believe  that  Dr.  Talley  can  cite  a  single  instance 
where  any  one  ever  did  "cast  two  votes"  in  any  meeting  of  the  as- 
sociation. 


Small  Pox. — We  regret  to  learn  that  our  excellent  friend  Dr.  G. 
W.  Christian,  of  Burnet,  has  small  pox  in  his  family,  in  the  per- 
son of  his  sister-in-law,  Mrs.  Love. 

Congratulations  :  Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen  was  made  unusually 
happy  on  the  8th  instant  by  the  advent  in  his  family  of  an  interest- 
ing little  grand  daughter,  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  B.  Robinson. 
As  it  is  not  a  boy,  we  insist  that  it  bear  the  name  of  the  honored 
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grandfather — a  name  too  illustrious  and  good  to  be  permitted  to 
expire  by  limitation. 


Married  in  Greenville,  Texas,  February  15,  1888,  Dr.  W.  S. 
Nobles  of  Collinsville,  to  Miss  Ida  Chandler,  daughter  of  Dr.  M.  M. 
Chandler,  of  Greenville.  At  the  wedding  both  Dr.  Nobles  and 
Dr.  Chandler  subscribed  for  "  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal  " 
through  the  Journal's  staunch  friend,  Dr.  F.  E.  Yoakum,  President 
of  the  East  Line  Medical  Association. 


Married  at  LaGrange,  Texas,  Wednesday,  March  7,  1888,  Dr. 
R.  H.  Eanes,  of  Taylor,  to  Miss  Irene  Hill,  of  LaGrange.  No 
cards.  We  extend  our  hearty  congratulations  to  our  friend,  the 
doctor,  and  with  him  all  the  happiness  he  anticipates. 

Married. — Dr.  W.  D.  Palten,  of  Van  Alstyne,  to  Miss  Belle 
Short,  of  San  Angelo,  January  12,  1888. 

The  Papers  read  at  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society  on 
the  8th,  together  with  a  full  report  of  the  interesting  discussions 
following  each  one,  will  be  published  in  the  next  (April)  number, 
and,  as  usual,  we  shall  get  out  an  extra-edition  of  that  number, 
the  last  one  preceeding  the  big  medical  convention. 

Epistaxis.— Dr.  H.  C.  Ghent  calls  attention  to  the  value  of 
dilute  cider  vinegar  as  a  remedy  in  obstinate  nose  bleed. 

Dr,  J.  B.  Stinson,  of  Sherman,  and  Dr.  M.  Farrer,  of  Ft.  Worth 
are  at  the  New  York  Polyclinic. 

Dr.  M.  Haggard,  late  of  Buffalo,  has  removed  to  Mountain 
Peak  ;  Dr.  T.  P.  Davis,  of  Dublin,  has  removed  to  Canton,  and 
Dr.  J.  F.  McCarty,  of  Canton  has  removed  to  Dublin. 

Dr.  Talliaferro,  of  Roger's  Prairie,  has  removed  to  Bryan; 
Dr.  A.  A.  Lyon,  of  Tyler,  has  removed  to  Shreveport,  La. 

South- Western  University  M.  E.  Church  South,  or  "The 
University  of  San  Antonio."  with  a  Medical  Department.  We 
learn  just  as  we  go  to  press,  that  the  foundation  of  a  University, 
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comprising  a  Faculty  of  Sciences,  of  Laws,  of  Theology  and  of  Med- 
icine in  San  Antonio  has  been  determined  upon  by  the  M.  E. 
Church  South,  with  ample  means  for  the  erection  of  necessary 
buildings  and  equipments.  The  late  hour  at  which  we  get  the  in- 
formation precludes  the  expression  of  opinion  on,  or  the  giving  of 
details  of  the  Medical  feature.  We  hope  to  discuss  this  very  im- 
portant move  in  the  next  issue. 


Died.— Dr.  T.  M.  Pattillo,  of  Mount  Vernon,  January  24,  1888. 

Dr.  S.  A.  Ogle,  of  Duffan's  Mills,  died  January  26,  1888. 

Dr.  Jno.  Bell,  of  Dallas,  died  January  15,  1888. 

Dr.  —  Harding,  of  Terrill,  died  February  8,  1888. 

Dr,  J.  J.  Davis,  of  Atlanta,  Texas,  was  killed  by  the  accidental 
discharge  of  a  gun,  January  28,  1888. 

Dr.  Thos.  H.  Hollis,  of  Nacogdoches,  died  on  Friday,  February 
3,  1888,  at  his  residence,  of  dilatation  of  the  heart,  complicated 
with  cirrhosis  of  the  liver  ;  these  diseases  having  come  upon  him 
gradually,  and  keeping  him  confined  to  his  room  for  a  month 
previous  to  his  death. 

He  was  born  July  22,  1829,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee.  At  an 
early  age  he  came  to  San  Augustine,  Texas,  where  his  parents  re- 
sided till  their  death,  and  where  he  was  educated.  He  graduated 
in  Medicine  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1854.  He  began 
the  practice  of  medicine  in  Anderson  county,  Texas,  where  he 
married  Miss  Katie  Dumas,  December  21,  1857. 

He  was  a  surgeon  in  the  Confederate  army,  serving  first  east  of 
the  Mississippi,  afterward  west  of  it,  being  on  duty  at  the  battles  of 
Shiloh,  Mansfield  and  others,  where  he  was  noted  for  his  daring, 
but  conservative  operations.  Returning  to  San  Augustine  after  the 
war,  he  soon  removed  to  the  town  of  Nacogdoches,  where  he 
practiced  many  years  ;  afterwards  to  Wills  Point,  thence  to  Elmo, 
and  to  Anson,  in  Jones  county,  and  finally  back  to  Nacogdoches^ 
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a  few  months  before  his  death.  His  professional  skill,  especially 
in  the  direction  of  operative  surgery,  and  his  manly  stand  for  the 
dignity  of  his  profession,  were  his  leading  characteristics,  and  his 
reputation  was  not  limited  to  his  locality.  He  had  a  wide  social 
as  well  as  professional  acquaintance.  He  was  gifted  with  a  strong 
mind  and  a  high  degree  of  courage,  energy  and  vim.  M. 


^DVERTISEF^s'  J^OTICES. 

I  have  used  Succus  Acterans  in  both  primary  and  tertiary  sy- 
philis during  the  last  two  years  with  the  most  gratifying  results. 
To  the  general  practitioner  of  medicine  it  is  a  veritable  desidera- 
atum.  Yours  truly, 

P.  A.  Gordon, 
Junction  City,  Perry  county,  O. 


Chloral  in  Mania. — In  an  editorial  on  "the  administration  of 
chloral"  in  the  Alienist  6°  Neurologist,  Dr.  Hughes,  speaking  of 
Battle  &  Co.'s  Browidice,  says  :  "Those  of  our  readers  who  desire 
to  use  this  compound  in  practice  (and  when  its  ingredients  are  in- 
dicated, no  better  mixture  can  be  found)  will  find  it  gives  much 
better  satisfaction  in  states  of  mania  and  high  cerebral  excitement, 
in  double  the  ordinary  dose  at  about  9  o'clock  p.  m.,  or  at  an 
hour  or  two  before  the  patient's  ordinary  time  of  going  to  sleep, 
when  well,  adding  thirty  grains  more  of  bromide  potassium,  and 
plenty  of  peppermint  or  other  aromatic  water,  to  protect  the  lips 
from  being  blistered  by  the  chloral,  as  is  liable  to  happen  if  chloral 
is  not  given  well  diluted.    We  write  this  prescription  thus  : 


R 

Bromidiae  3  ii 

Kali  bromidi  Z  ss 

Syr.  Tolu  tar  o  iij 

Aq.  Menth,  Pip.  qs.  ft  3  i 


Ft.  haustus  in  aqua  q.  s.  S.  Give  at  eight  or  nine  p.  m.  in  plen- 
ty of  water.    Repeat  once  during  night  if  necessary. 


New  Remedies,  Ready  for  Use. — We  take  pleasure  in  calling 
the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  new  advertisement  of  Messrs. 
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John  Wyeth  &  Bro.  The  new  remedies  they  bring  forward  in  the 
form  of  their  Compressed  Tablets  will  be  of  interest  to  every 
physician.  The  circular  matter  they  offer  to  supply  is  very  concise 
and  collated  with  much  acumen,  and  shows  an  evident  thorough- 
knowledge  of  the  therapeutic  value  of  these  recent  valuable  anti- 
pyretics and  antiseptics. 

The  attention  of  our  readers  is  called  to  the  advertisement  of 
Messrs.  R.  A.  Robinson  &  Co.,  which  appears  in  this  issue. 

This  house  is  one  of  long  standing,  and  enjoys  a  reputation  of 
the  highest  character. 

The  preparations  referred  to  we  commend  specially  to  the  notice 
of  practitioners. 

Dysmenorrhea. — William  Wiles,  M.  D.,  Snaresbrook,  Essex, 
says  :  I  used  Aletris  Cordial  especially  in  a  case  of  severe  dys- 
menorrhea of  considerable  standing.  The  first  period  that  occur- 
red after  taking  the  Cordial  was  passed  through  with  considerable 
less  pain  than  usual.  The  patieut  took  the  medicine  for  a  week 
before  the  menstrual  period  was  expected  for  six  months.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  no  difficulty  or  pain  was  experienced.  So  that, 
considering  the  time  the  patient  had  been  suffering  before,  the 
benefit  was  very  marked. 


AUSTIN  SANITARIUM. 

The  Department  for  the  treatment  of  all  kinds  of  Diseases  in  Women,  (except 
•contagious  diseases)  is  opened,  and  prepared  to  receive  patieuts.  For  particulars 
address  either  of  the  undersigned  staff: 

B.  E  HADRA,  M-  D. 

j.  w.  Mclaughlin,  m.  d. 

I.  J.TYMES,  M.D.. 


A  D  VER  Tl  SEME  NTS. 


Fil: 

(Warner  &  Co.) 

Nux  Vomica  is  added  as  an  ingredient  to  Pill  Chalybeate  to  in- 
crease the  tonic  effect  when  desired. 

COMPOSITION  OF  EACH  PILL: 

(Chalybeate  Mass.)    Carb.  Protoxide  of  Iron,  gr.  2}&. 
Ext.  Nuc.  Vom.  gr.  1-6. 

DOSE. — 1  to  3  pills. 
Most  advantageously  employed  in  the  treatment  of  Anaemia,. 
Chlorosis,  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Loss  of  Appetite,  etc. 

Pil:  Antiseptic 

(Warner  &  Co.) 

Each  pill  contains:  Sulphite  Soda,  1  gr.;  Salicylic  Acid,  1  gr.; 
Ext.  Nuc.  Vomica,  %  gr.  DOSE. — 1  to  3  pills. 
Pil.  Antiseptic  is  prescribed  with  great  advantage  in  cases  of 
Dyspepsia  attended  with  acid  stomach  and  enfeebled  digestion 
following  excessive  indulgence  in  eating  or  drinking.  It  is 
used  with  advantage  in  Rheumatism.  Per  100,  80  cts. 

Pil:  Antiseptic  Comp 

(Warner  &  Co.) 

Each  pill  contains:  Sulphite  Soda, J.  gr.;  Salicylic  Acid,  1 
gr.;  Ext.  Nuc.  Vomica,  1-8  gr.;  Powd.  Capsicum,  1-1.0  gr.;  Conc't 
Pepsin,  1  gr.    DOSE. — 1  to  3  pills. 

Pil.  Antiseptic  Comp.  are  prescribed  with  great  advantage  in 
cases  of  Dyspepsia,  Indigestion  and  malassimilation  of  food. 

INQLUVIN-- 

VENTKICULTJS  -callosus  -  GALLINACEUS 

A  POWDER:  Prescribed  in  the  same  manner,  dose  and  com- 
bination as  Pepsin,  used  in  all  cases  where  Pepsin  is  required 
with  superior  advantage. 

Agent:  J.      TOBIN,  Austin,  Texas. 


Chalybeate  Comp. 
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By  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  this  Journal  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of  the 
Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


pRIGINAL  ^F^TICLES. 

JS^CONTRIBUTED  EXCLUSIVELY  TO  THIS  JOURNAL.03^ 


The  Articles  in  this  Department  are  accepted  and  publislied  with  the  understanding 
that  we  are  not  responsible  for,  nor  do  we  indorse  the  views  and  opinions  of  the  writers 
i>y  so  doing.   

MANAGEMENT  AND  TREATMENT  OF  THE  INSANE  IN  TEXAS. 


By  A.  N.  Denton,  M,  D.,  late  Superintendent  State  Lunatic  Asy- 
lum, Austin,  Texas. 


Read  at  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  March  8,  1888,  and  ordered  published  in  the 

Official  Organ. 

MR.  PRESIDENT  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Society— The  sub- 
ject of  this  paper  is  not,  strictly  speaking,  a  medical  sub- 
ject. The  author  does  not  intend  at  this  time  to  discuss  the 
causes,  pathology,  or  medical  treatment  of  the  insane,  but  to  discuss 
briefly  the  management  and  treatment  of  this  unforunate  class  of 
our  defective  population  in  this  State,  the  said  treatment  here  hav- 
ing no  medical  significance. 

While  the  subject  is  not  one  of  medicine  or  surgery,  it  is  never- 
theless a  legitimate  and  proper  subject,  from  a  humanitarian  stand- 
point, for  consideration  and  discussion  by  the  members  of  this 
society,  and  by  the  medical  profession  of  Texas. 
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Inasmuch  as  I  am  not  now  connected  with  any  institution  for 
the  care  of  the  insane,  and  have  no  intention  or  desire  to  be,  in  the 
future,  I  feel  at  liberty  to  express  my  views  and  opinions,  without 
subjecting  myself  to  the  criticism  of  writing  from  interested  mo- 
tives. I  deem  it  my  duty  as  a  citizen  of  Texas,  and  as  a  member 
of  the  medical  profession,^  write  plainly,  and  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  wretched  policy  of  our  State  government  during  its  past 
history,  and  point  out  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  remedy  for  some 
of  the  evils,  which  have  been  encountered  in  the  past  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  insane.  I  have  no  time  or  space  to  detail  to  you 
the  interesting  history  of  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the 
management  and  treatment  of  the  insane  in  every  civilized  govern- 
ment of  Europe  and  America.  Progress  in  this  direction  has  kept 
pace  with  improvement  in  other  branches  of  science. 

Improvement  in  the  treatment  of  the  insane  began  about  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century.  About  this  time  Bedlams,  or 
houses  of  detention  for  the  insane  began  to  be  established  in  some 
of  the  cities  of  Europe.  The  motives,  however,  for  the  establish- 
ment of  these  institutions  were  not  altogether  philanthropic  or  on 
account  of  sympathy  for  the  inmates,  but  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  these  measures  were  adopted  for  the  public  safety  and  com- 
fort. Nor  did  these  measures  bring  about  a  termination  of  the 
barbaric  period  of  the  treatment  of  the  insane.  The  houses,  mis- 
named asylums,  were  under  little  or  no  supervision,  and  were,  in 
fact,  merely  prisons  of  the  very  worst  description. 

The  unhappy  inmates  of  these  so-called  asylums  were  immured 
in  cells,  chained  to  the  walls  or  floors,  flogged,  starved  and  fre- 
quently killed.  It  it  almost  incredible,  but  nevertheless  true,  that 
this  unhappy  condition  existed  far  into  the  present  century. 

Conolly  says,  there  is  clear  proof  of  the  continued  existence  of 
these  abuses  in  1828,  and  it  cannot  be  denied  that  not  a  few  of  them 
remained  in  some  public  and  private  asylums  in  1850. 

The  names  of  Pinel  in  France,  and  Luke  in  England,  are  indis- 
solubly  connected  with  the  history  of  reform  in  the  management 
and  treatment  of  the  insane,  and  to  their  efforts  must  be  ascribed 
the  awakening,  not  only  of  the  public,  but  of  the  medical  profession 
to  the  true  principles  of  management.  But  many  years  elapsed 
before  these  humane  teachings  were  universally  accepted.    It  was 
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not  until  1836  that  the  mechanical  restraints  were  entirely 
abolished  in  an  English  hospital  for  the  insane.  This  took  place 
at  Lincoln,  where  Dr.  Goodwin  Hill  abolished  all  engines  of 
restraint.  Shortly  afterwards  Conolly  adopted  the  same  policy, 
and  many  other  institutions  followed  the  humane  example,  until  at 
this  time,  I  believe,  more  than  half  of  the  asylums  for  the  care  of 
the  insane  in  Europe  and  America  have  adopted  this  policy,  and 
most  of  them,  that  continue  the  use  of  restraints,  have  reduced  them 
now  to  a  very  few  exceptional  cases. 

The  ancient  idea  that  the  insane  were  "possessed  of  evil  spirits  ,T 
or  devils,  is  long  ago  exploded,  and  instead,  it  is  universally  ad- 
mitted, that  insanity  is  but  the  manifestation  through  the  nervous 
system,  of  pathological  changes  in  the  brain,  or  other  parts  of  the 
physical  system,  and  for  its  cure  demands  rational  treatment,  as 
in  other  ailments  of  the  human  body. 

With  this  and  other  improvements  in  the  knowledge  of  pathology 
and  treatment,  have  come  others,  and  still  greater  in  management. 
As  before  stated,  the  old  idea  that  force  and  restraint  were  gener- 
ally necessary,  has  also  passed  away,  and  in  its  stead  the  heavenly 
law  of  kindness  is  the  universal  rule,  in  all  well  managed  institu- 
tions. 

Mechanical  restraints ,  in  my  judgment,  are  never  justifiable  in 
the  management  of  the  insane,  and  should  never  be  employed,  ex- 
cept for  the  following  reasons,  viz.:  1st,  to  prevent  self  injury  or 
suicide.  2d,  to  prevent  serious  bodily  injury  of  others.  3d,  for 
surgical  purposes,  to  prevent  the  removal  of  dressings  of  wounds, 
etc.  The  greatest  liberty  should  be  allowed,  consistent  with  the 
safety  of  the  patient,  and  those  with  whom  he  is  associated.  Means 
and  ways  have  been  devised  and  adopted  for  employment  and 
recreation,  and  briefly,  in  the  best  conducted  institutions  for  the 
care  and  treatment  of  this  unhappy  class,  the  constant  unremitting 
effort  of  the  management  is  in  all  possible  ways  to  make  the  in- 
mates comfortable,  and  their  surroundings  home-like  and  pleasant. 
It  has  been  found  from  abundant  experience  that  such  measures 
are  not  only  called  for  in  the  interests  of  humanity,  but  are  also 
conducive  to  cure. 

These  are  some  of  the  leading  principles  and  ideas  which  should 
be  kept  constantly  in  view  by  the  superintendent  in  his  management 
of  the  insane. 
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In  order  to  succeed,  certain  pre-requisites  are  necessary.  He 
should  be  fitted  by  temperament  and  education  for  the  trust. 

No  man  should  ever  be  permitted  to  assume  the  care  of  the  in- 
sane, who  has  not  the  power  at  all  times  and  under  all  circum- 
stances, to  control  his  own  passions  and  impulses,. 

A  man  who  is  tempted  to  reply  in  kind  to  the  abusive  language 
of  a  man  or  woman  whose  mind  is  unbalanced,  or  who  is  capable 
of  entertaining  prejudice  against  such  patients,  is  totally  unfit  for 
the  management  or  care  of  the  insane  in  any  capacity;  A  harsh 
word  or  action  should  never  be  indulged  in  or  allowed. 

In  addition  to  these  attributes,  experience  in  the  management  is 
of  the  greatest  importance.  This  is  so  obvious  that  it  would  scarce- 
ly seem  necessary  to  assert  it,  but  it  would  seem  from  the  history 
of  the  oldest  and  largest  asylum  of  any  state,  that  the  fact  was 
unknown,  or  has  been  wilfully  disregarded.  Experience  is  impor- 
tant, not  only  in  the  details  of  the  management,  but  also  in  the 
medical  treatment  of  the  patients.  Who  does  not  recognize  the 
importance  of  a  knowledge  of  the  peculiarities  and  idiosyncrasies 
of  patients  in  private  practice,  and  the  advantages  resulting  from 
adhering  as  long  as  possible  to  the  family  physician  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease?  The  principle  is  so  well  known,  and  universally 
recognized  by  all  classes  of  people  that  I  need  not  adduce  detail- 
ed arguments  in  its  support.  But  if  experience  is  necessary  in  each 
individual  case  or  family,  in  private  practie,  how  much  more  so 
must  it  be  in  the  management,  and  medical  treatment  of  six  or 
seven  hundred  insane  people? 

I  state  but  fact,  *which  is  well  known  to  those  who  have  had 
experience  in  the  management  of  such  institutions,  that  it  requires 
at  least  one  year  in  an  Asylum  of  this  magnitude,  for  an  injiustri  - 
ous,  energetic  superintendant,  moving  about  among  his  patients 
every  day,  to  learn  the  names  of  the  inmates,  and  to  recognize  them 
when  he  meets  them. 

To  study  and  learn  the  physical  and  mental  peculiarities  of  each, 
requires,  of  course,  a  much  longer  experience;  but  I  assume  that  no 
one,  or  at  all  events,  no  medical  man  in  Texas  will  dispute  the  im- 
portance of  experience  in  the  treatment  and  the  management  of 
the  insane.  The  principle  is  so  well  recognized,  and  its  im- 
portance is  so  well  known  that  in  nearly  all  the  states  of  the  Union, 
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changes  in  the  management  are  never  made,  except  for  good  and 
sufficient  cause. 

In  many  of  the  states  the  superintendents  have  held  their  posi- 
tions for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  the  great  improve- 
ment in  the  management  of  these  institutions,  and  the  treatment  of 
their  unfortunate  inmates,  bears  the  strongest  testimony  to  the  wis- 
dom of  the  policy. 

I  assert,  and  confidently  believe,  that  the  abuses  and  mismanage- 
ment, which  unfortunately  have  at  times,  characterized  the  history 
of  our  own  Institution,  as  well  as  the  lack  of  progress  and  improve- 
ment in  the  general  management,  have  been  mainly  due,  and  are 
still  due  to  the  frequent  changes  in  the  internal  management.  The 
Asylum  has  beenclaimed,  and  regarded  as  a  chattel,  belonging  to 
each  incoming  governor;  and  to  the  shame  of  the  State,  has  generally 
been  conferred  upon  a  favorite,  as  a  reward  for  political  service, 
without  regard  to  the  qualifications  or  fitness   of  the  applicant: 

The  following  brief  history  of  the  changes  effected  by  successive 
governors,  in  the  management  of  the  Asylum  near  this  city,  teaches 
an  important  lesson,  which  the  people  of  Texas  should  learn,  in  the 
interest  of  the  unfortunates  confined  there,  whose  wretchedness 
and  miseries  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  are  scarcely 
paralleled  in  the  long  catalogue  of  human  ailments. 

The  act,  creating  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum  was  approved  August 
28,  1856,  and  took  effect  November  2,  of  same  year. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Perry,  the  first  Superintendent,  was  appointed  May  27,. 
1857,  by  Governor  E.  M.  Pease.  An  appropriation  of  $50,000  was 
made  by  the  legislature  to  carry  into  effect  the  act  of  August  28,. 
1856,  by  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings. 

On  the  13th  of  February,  1858,  Dr.  Charles  Kunow.was  appointed 
superintendent,  by  Governor  Hardin  R.  Runnels,  vice  Dr.  Perry 
removed.  Cause  not  assigned.  About  this  time  a  suit  at  law  was 
instituted  by  Dr.  Perry  against  Dr.  Kunow,  for  the  possession  of 
the  office  of  superintendent,  which  finally  reached  tl^e  Supreme 
Court,  and  was  there  decided  in  favor  of  Kunow.  (See  26  Texas 
Report.)  Less  than  two  years  later  the  superintendency  was  again 
changed,  by  the  appointment  or  Dr.  B.  Graham  to  the  office,  on  the 
9th  of  January,  i860,  by  Governor  Sam  Houston.  No  reason  as- 
signed for  the  change.    A  little  more  than  a  year  later,  on  the  1st 
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of  April,  1861,  Dr.  C.  G.  Kunow  was  again  appointed  superintend- 
ent by  Governor  Ed.  Clark,  vice  Dr.  Graham  removed.  No  cause 
given  for  the  change.  It  was  due,  however,  to  the  secession  of  the 
State  from  the  ^Federal  Union,  and  the  consequent  deposition  of 
General  Houston  from  the  office  of  Governor. 

Dr.  Kunow  held  the  position  until  November  1861,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  Dr.  Josephus  M.  Steiner.  The  administration  of  Dr. 
Steiner  extended  from  the  date  of  his  appointment,  to  November  9, 
1865,  which  at  that  time,  was  the  longest  period  that  any  super- 
intendent had  held  the  office,  and  the  longest  since  that  time,  with 
the  exceptions  of  that  of  the  writer,  and  Dr.  D.  R.  Wallace.  The 
incumbency  of  the  author  extended  over  a  period  of  a  little  more 
than  four  years,  and  that  of  Dr.  Wallace  over  a  period  of  nearly 
five  years. 

Dr.  B.  Graham  was  appointed  to  succeed  Dr.  Steiner  on  the  9th 
of  September,  1865,  by  Military  Governor  A.  J.  Hamilton,  and  con- 
tinued to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  asylum  until  he  was  succeeded 
by  Dr.  W.  P.  Beall,  who  was  appointed  by  Governor  Throckmorton, 
on  the  20th  of  August,  1866.  Dr.  Beall  was  superintendent  one 
year  and  three  days,  and  was  removed  on  the  23d  of  August,  1867, 
by  Governor  E.  M.  Pease,  and  Dr.  B.  Graham  was,  for  the  third 
time  appointed,  in  his  stead. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  1870,  Dr.  Graham  was  again  removed,  and 
Dr.  James  Corley  was  appointed  in  his  stead  by  Governor  E.  J. 
Davis.  In  less  than  one  year  from  this  date  Dr.  Corley,  shared  the 
fate  of  his  predecessors,  and  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Weissenberg, 
who  was  appointed  by  Governor  Davis  on  the  1st  of  March,  1871. 
Dr.  Weissenberg  was  removed  on  the  10th  of  February,  1874,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Dr.  D.  R.  Wallace,  who  was  appointed  by  Gov. 
Richard  Coke. 

On  the  19th,  of  April,  1879,  the  administration  was  again  chang- 
ed, by  the  retirement  of  Dr.  Wallace  and  the  appointment  of  Dr.  W. 
E.  Saunders,  by  Gov.  O.  M.  Roberts. 

On  the  14th,  of  May,  1881,  Dr.  Saunders  retired,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Dr.  L.  J.  Graham,  who  was  also  appointed  by  Gov. 
Roberts,  on  the  20th,  of  Jan.  1883.  Dr.  Graham  was  succeeded  by 
the  writer  of  this  article,  who  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Jno.  Ireland. 
About  this  time  the  18th  Legislature,  seeing  the  evil  resulting  from, 
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and  the  pernicous  effect  of  such  frequent  changes  of  the  internal  man- 
agement of  the  Institution,  passed  an  Act  taking  away  from  the 
Governor  the  power  to  appoint  the  superentendent,  and  making  it 
the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Managers  to  elect  to  that  office.  It  was  hoped 
and  believed  that  this  Act  would,  in  a  measure,  remove  the  manage- 
ment from  the  baneful  influence  of  party  politics,  and  thus  secure  a 
permanent  government  for  the  Institution.  Under  this  law  the  writer 
was  elected  to  a  second  term  by  the  Board  of  Managers.  At  the 
end  of  his  second  term,  the  Board  again  indicated  their  intention 
to  re-elect  the  writer,  but  were  prevented  from  doing  so  by  Gov.  L. 
S.  Ross,  who  had  selected  Dr.  J.  S.  Dorset  for  the  position.  The 
old  board  refused  to  elect  Dr.  Dorset,  was  removed,  and  a  new 
board  appointed,  who  carried  out  the  wishes  of  the  Governor,  by 
the  election  of  the  present  incumbent,  who  assumed  the  duties  of 
the  position  on  the  5th,  of  Feb.  1887. 

The  recent  history  of  the  Institution  is  so  well  known  that  I  need 
not  advert  to  it.  All  these  changes  were  made  without  the  assign- 
ment of  a  cause,  or  even  the  preferment  of  a  single  charge,  so  far 
as  the  record  shows. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  brief  history  that  during  the 
thirty  years,  since  the  erection  of  the  Asylum,  there  have  been 
no  less  than  fifteen  separate  and  distinct  administrations  of  its  af- 
fairs. Its  history  consists  of  little  else  but  a  succession  of  chang- 
es by  the  appointment  of  new  saperintendents  with  each  change  in 
the  executive  office  of  the  State. 

I  doubt  if  there  is  another  institution  of  this  character  in  this,  or 
any  other  country,  that  can  present  such  a  remarkable  series  of 
changes  of  administration  in  the  institution  above  recited,  involving 
not  only  a  change  of  superintendent,  but  almost  the  entire  working 
force  of  the  Asylum.  As  soon  as  a  new  governor  is  installed  the 
Asylum  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  strangers  without  experience,  and 
untried  in  the  delicate  duties  of  treating  and  caring  for  the  in- 
sane. 

It  seems  strange,  that  an  official  of  such  exalted  dignity  and 
power,  should  be  so  unmindful  of  the  welfare  of  six  hundred  human 
beings,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  so  ignorant  of  the  wants,  necessities 
and  interests  of  a  great  institution  of  this  character,  as  to  wilfully 
place  it  in  the  hands  of  strangers,  who,  whatever  may  be  their  dis- 
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position  or  capacities,  are  unfit  for  the  charge,  for  want  of  expe- 
rience in  the  care  of  the  insane.  Doubtless  some  of  these  changes 
were  judiciously  and  properly  made;  but  a  majority  of  the  superin- 
tendents received  their  commission  as  a  reward  for  political  ser- 
vices, without  regard  to  merit  or  fitness  for  the  trust.  As  above 
stated,  the  Eighteenth  Legislature  attempted  to  remove  the  institu- 
tion from  the  influence  of  party  politics,  and  to  place  it  in  the  hands 
of  a  board  of  managers,  whose  intimate  relations  with  the  asylum, 
and  ample  opportunity  to  observe  its  internal  management,  ren- 
dered its  members  especially  well  qualified  to  supervise  its  affairs 
and  to  appoint  its  resident  officers.  But  it  has  proven  practically 
inadequate  to  protect  the  institution,  which  for  more  than  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century,  has  been  periodically  bartered,  and  transferred, 
with  as  little  scruple  as  a  trader  would  transfer  a  herd  of  bee  f 
cattle. 

In  the  interest  of  more  than  six  hundred  of  the  most  helpless 
and  deeply  afflicted  of  the  human  race  ;  in  the  name,  and  in  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  Texas,  whose  friends  are  lodged  there,  I 
appeal  to  this  Society,  and  to  the  medical  profession  of  Texas,  to 
use  its  great  influence  with  the  law-making  power  of  the  State,  to 
establish  for  our  asylums  a  permanent  government,  which  may  only 
be  changed  "  for  good  and  sufficient  reason." 

Our  unfortunates  who  are  confined  there,  are  unable  to  utter  their 
complaints.  They  are  beyond  the  pale  of  law.  Their  voices  can- 
not be  heard.  It  is  our  especial  duty,  though  unsolicited,  to  use  all 
honorable  efforts  to  procure  the  passage  of  an  act,  removing  this 
great  charity  from  the  influence  and  power  of  the  politician  and 
place  it  in  the  hands  of  a  board  of  managers  who  shall  be  held 
responsible  for  the  welfare  of  the  institution,  and  who  may  only 
be  removed  for  good  and  sufficient  cause. 

Until  this  is  done  the  wretched  inmates  of  a  great  institution, 
founded  and  endowed  by  our  fathers  for  their  care  and  protection, 
will  continue  to  be  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  bartered  and  trans- 
ferred like  sheep  in  the  market,  and  will  continue  to  be  at  the 
mercy  of  inexperienced  and  unqualified  persons,  incapable  of  giv- 
ing them  such  treatment  as  their  condition  requires  and  demands. 
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TREATMENT  OF  ABORTIONS. 


By  R.  S.  Gregg,  M.  D.,  Manor,  Texas. 


Read  at  Austin  District  Medical  Society,  March  8, 1888,  and  ordered  published,  by  the 
Publishing  Committee,  in  the  Official  Organ  of  the  Society. 

T    T  PON  examining  the  literature  on  frequency  of  abDrtio.i;. 


V_J    find  it  difficult  to  arrive  at  anything  definite.    Some  authors 
even  seem  to  think  that  abortions  occur  more  often  than 
labor  at  full  term. 

When  we  consider,  then,  this  gieat  frequency,  and  the  many 
uterine  diseases  that  may  arise  from  neglect  in  treatment,  it  be- 
hooves us  to  be  well  prepared  to  treat  the  various  forms  of 
abortions  that  we,  as  physicians  are  compelled  to  meet.  When 
called  to  a  case  supposed  to  be  an  abortion,  or  an  attempt  at  an 
abortion,  of  course  we  must  first  establish  our  diagnosis.  This  is 
often  by  no  means  an  easy  matter,  especially  during  the  first  two 
months  of  pregnancy.  We  consider  it  only  necessary  to  mention 
a  few  of  the  most  positive  proofs  of  the  existence  of  a  threatened 
abortion.  If  we  find  all  the  usual  signs  of  pregnancy  and  learn 
upon  inquiry  and  by  observation'that  the  pains  are  intermittent, 
and  that  hemorrhage  exists,  and  that  this  flow  increases  as  the 
pains  increase,  and  that  pains  are  not  relieved  by  free  hemorrhage, 
we  may  be  almost  certain  of  a  threatened  abortion,  although  the 
internal  os,  may  be  so  closed  that  we  cannot  feel  the  ovum  or  ap- 
pendages upon  digital  examination.  The  diagnosis  having  been 
established  our  course  of  treatment  should  depend  upon  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  Jabortion.  If  we  should  find  upon  examination 
the  os  not  very  patulous,  the  life  of  our  patient  not  endangered 
from  excessive  loss  of  blood,  we  must  use  every  available  means  to 
prevent  the  abortion.  Absolute  rest  must  be  insisted  upon,  eleva- 
tion of  the  foot  of  the  bed,  cold  acidulated  drinks,  and  most  im- 
portant of  all,  we  must  hasten  to  bring  our  patient  under  the  in- 
fluence of  opiates,  to  arrest  uterine  contractions.  Ergot  is  some- 
times used  to  arrest  an  ^abortion,  but  from  the  well  known  effects 
of  this  drug  upon  the  uterus  it  would  seem  to  be  contra-indicated. 
Hypodermics  of  morphia  and  atropia  will  accomplish  this  most 
speedily.  Sometimes  we  find  a  patient  who,  from  some  idiosyn- 
crasy cannot  take  morphine,  then  we  should  resort  to  some  opiate 
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rectal  suppositories.  If,  after  our  patient  has  been  brought  under 
the  influence  of  the  opiate,  hemorrhage  continues,  and  we  find  the 
os  becoming  more  patulous,  and  can  feel  the  ovum  or  membranes 
protruding  into  the  cervix,  it  would  be  useless  to  longer  attempt  to 
arrest  the  abortion,  and  we  should  proceed  to  deliver.  Nothing 
answers  so  well  to  accomplish  this  as  the  fingers.  If  the  os  is  suf- 
ficiently dilated  to  allow  us  to  feel  any  part  of  the  uterine  contents 
we  can  generally  introduce  one  or  two  fingers  of  the  right  hand 
and  by  pushing  down  the  fundus  with  the  left  hand,  easily  deliver. 
If  the  os  will  not  admit  our  fingers  we  should  then  give  ergot,  and 
should  hemorrhage  be  alarming,  introduce  a  tampon.  Often  the 
ergot  will  be  found  sufficient.  Sometimes  the  tonic  contractions 
produced  by  the  ergot  will  close  the  os  rigidly,  and  we  may  seem 
farther  from  accomplishing  a  delivery  than  ever,  but  if  it  has  ar- 
rested the  hemorrhage,  we  should  feel  satisfied,  for  when  the  effect 
of  the  ergot  has  passed  off,  the  os  will  generally  be  found  sufficiently 
dilated  to  allow  us  to  remove  with  ease  the  now  thoroughly  detached 
uterine  contents.  This  may  be  accomplished  by  the  fingers,  forceps 
or  dull  curette.  Should  alarming  hemorrhage  begin  after  the  de- 
livery is  complete,  we  must  use  hot  intra-uterine  injections,  and 
continue  the  use  of  ergot.  If  the  uterus  is  flabby,  and  os  fully 
dilated,  and  we  can  obtain  ice  more  readily  than  the  hot  water,  ap- 
ply it  to  hypogastrium,  and  insert  a  piece  into  the  uterine  cavity. 
Such  means  will  generally  control  the  hemorrhage.  The  question 
will  now  arise,  shall  we  use  antiseptic  vaginal  or  intra-uterine  in- 
jections ?  If  the  abortion  has  been  caused  by  any  of  the  eruptive 
fevers,  or  from  a  high  temperature  from  any  cause,  we  should  most 
certainly  take  precaution,  but  if  it  has  followed  some  slight  ac- 
cident, over-exertion,  nervous  shock,  or  occurs  in  a  woman,  whom 
we  know  to  abort  habitually,  there  is  no  great  need  of  such  treat- 
ment. 

We  should  always  use  antiseptic  injections  when  the  lochia  is 
foetid.  Frequently  we  are  not  called  for  several  days  after  the 
abortion  has  been  in  progress  and  will  find  this  condition  of  the 
lochia.  It  may  then  be  difficult  to  determine  whether  it  is  com- 
plete or  partial.  Of  course  the  best  means  of  ascertaining  this  is 
to  introduce  the  fingers,  and  if  this  is  not  possible,  and  hemorrhage 
and  pains  continue,  we  should  use  the  curette.      Hemorrhage  is 
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not  often  so  severe  as  we  find  it  at  full  term  from  uterine  inertia, 
or  from  an  abnormal  implantation  of  the  placenta.  We  will  often 
find,  after  an  abortion,  hemorrhage  recurring  every  two  or  three 
weeks,  especially  when  the  woman  takes  unusual  exercise.  Such 
•cases  should  be  thoroughly  examined  for  a  portion  of  retained 
placenta,  required  to  rest  in  bed,  and  put  upon  an  iron  and  ergot 
treatment.  Cannabis  indica  sometimes  acts  much  better  than  er- 
got in  such  cases.  It  is  often  difficult  to  get  our  patients  to  recog- 
nize the  importance  of  rest  after  an  abortion,  and  from  this  fact  so 
many  women  will  date  their  uterine  troubles  to  a  former  abortion. 
Subinvolutions,  and  displacements  are  frequent  sequelae  of  abor- 
tions. 

No  physician  can  follow  his  profession  very  long  without  en- 
countering that  class  of  abortions  we  usually  term  habitual.  Of 
•course  there  must  be  some  cause  for  this  unfortunate  condition, 
and  to  treat  it  rationally,  we  should  faithfully  try  to  ferrit  it  out. 
If  the  cause  can  be  ascertained  and  removed,  we  may  expect  to 
relieve  our  patient.  Should  we  fail  to  find  any  satisfactory  cause, 
we  can  often  by  appropriate  treatment,  tide  our  patient  over  her 
usual  time  for  aborting,  and  thus  relieve  her.  These  abortions  will 
generally  be  found  to  occur  at  a  time  when  the  menses  would  have 
appeared  had  the  patient  not  conceived.  Rest  in  bed  at  this  time, 
and  so  long  as  there  are  any  symptoms  of  an  abortion,  should  be 
insisted  upon.  Some  physicians  highly  recommend  the  continued 
use  of  the  fluid  extract  viburnum  prunifolium  in  such  cases.  My 
experience  with  this  drug  is  sight.  Morphia  and  bromide  potassi- 
um combined  will  relieve  the  uterine  of  irritability,  and  quiet  the 
contractions.  It  is  not  often  necessary  to  continue  this  prescrip- 
tion long  enough  to  endanger  our  patients  with  the  morphine  habit. 
Often  the  contractions  will  cease  if  the  woman  will  assume  the  re- 
cumbent position,  without  the  use  of  any  medicine.  Another  im- 
portant point  is  to  warn  our  patients  against  constipation.  We  of- 
ten find  the  rectum  impacted  with  hard  fceces,  although  our  pa- 
tient has  assured  us  that  her  bowels  act  every  day.  This  contin- 
ued pressure  on  the  gravid  uterus  may  bring  on  the  contractions, 
especially  during  the  first  two  months  of  pregnancy.  If  we  wish  to 
carry  the  woman  safely  through  to  full  term  we  must  also  insist 
upon  a  complete  cessation  of  the  marital  relation  during  that  preg- 
nancy, since  coitus  cannot  fail  to  excite  an  ajready  irritable  uterus. 
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PERINEPHRITIC  ABSCESS.— OPERATION,  ETC. 

By  Dr.  Rudolph  Menger,  San  Antonio,  Texas, 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

DR.  Ww.  BOLL,  of  Castroville,  Texas,  is  treating  a  very  inter- 
esting case  of  perinephric  abscess,  the  history  of  which  isy 
as  reported  to  me  by  Dr.  Boll,  as  follows  : 
"  A  farmer,  aged  39,  complained  of  pain  in  the  right  lumbar 
region,  after  several  small  furuncles  had  made  their  appearance 
along  the  back  and  apparently  healed  up.  Pulse,  temperature,  etc., 
normal.  On  examination  a  slight  protuberance  can  be  detected 
through  percussion  in  the  right  lumber  region,  reaching  toward  and 
near  the  margin  of  the  ileum  and  toward  the  umbilical  region.  On 
palpation  a  deep  seated  pain  is  noticed.  Percussion  of  the  liver 
normal,  also  urine  perfectly  normal.  After  two  weeks  application 
of  counter  irritants,  iodine  and  warm  poultices,and  internally  iodide 
of  potassium,  the  tumor  gradually  diminished  in  size  and  form  a 
great  deal.  But  the  patient  complained  now  of  more  pain  in  the 
back  running  along  the  psoas  muscle  toward  the  right  leg.  Signs 
of  high  fever,  rapid  emaciation  and  general  uneasiness  were  now 
manifested.  The  temperature  runs  up  to  105  0  ;  pulse  weak  and 
very  frequent.  I  now  searched  for  an  abscess  cavity  with  the  aspi- 
rator needle,  inserting  the  same  from  the  front,  as  at  no  time  could 
any  fluctuation  be  established.  After  this  I  also  punctured  from 
the  back,  one  inch  from  the  twelvth  rib,  three  inches  from  the  spinal 
column,  but  it  was  impossible  to  aspirate  anything  into  the  aspira- 
ting bottle,  because,  as  proven  later,  the  pus  was  so  tough  that  it 
would  not  pass  the  needle,  although  some  pus  had  advanced  so  as. 
to  be  clearly  recognized  through  the  glass  tube  adjustment. 

Thus  far  goes  Dr.  Boll's  statement  of  the  case.  I  was  summoned 
by  him  in  consultation  and  to  assist  him  in  opening  the  cavity  thor- 
oughly under  chloroform.  After  having  the  patient  thoroughly  pre- 
pared for  the  occasion  and  using  a  spray  atomizer  and  the  greatest 
possible  cleanliness,  we  first  aspirated  again  below  the  last  rib,, 
close  to  the  spinal  column,  and  succeeded  at  once  to  tap  a  small 
quantity  of  thick  puss  off.  Then  we  cut  at  this  same  point  down 
to  the  region  of  the  kidney,  and  succeeded,  after  some  difficulty^. 
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to  strike  the  pus  cavity  about  three  inches  from  the  surface,  at  least 
we  had  to  insert  the  entire  index  finger  to  reach  the  cavity  which 
seemed  to  be  filled  with  thick  doughy  pus,  tissue  detritus  and  ad- 
hesions, and  I  could  plainly  feel  the  lower  margin  of  the  kidney 
surrounded  with  softened  tissue  and  pus.  The  cavity  was  then 
widened  and  thoroughly  cleaned  out  with  corrosive  sublimate  solu- 
tion, and  a  medium  sized  drainage  tube  inserted  as  far  back  as  pos- 
sible. The  wound  around  the  tube  was  stitched  and  dressed  with 
iodoform  cotton  and  antiseptic  bandages.  I  may  state  that 
there  was  high  septic  fever  during  the  night  before  the  operation, 
and  that  a  decrease  of  temperature  set  in  a  short  while  after  the 
operation,  falling  somewhat  below  normal,  to  97,25,  and  after  that 
remained  quite  normal,  varying  between  99  0  and  101  0  .  Accor- 
ding to  Dr.  Boll's  last  report,  now  the  12th  day  after  the  operation^ 
the  wound  is  healing  per  primam  and  the  drainage  tube  working 
well  and  the  patient  is  in  far  better  condition. 

The  above  case  is  noteworthy  regarding  the  state  of  the  urine; 
which  at  all  times  was  normal,  the  constant  severe  pain  and  in- 
creased respiration  indicating  undoubtedly  septic  infection.  In 
taking  a  deep  inspiration,  whilst  coughing  and  even  during  a  diffi- 
cult evacuation  of  the  bowels,  the  pain  was  also  increased.  And 
the  case  was  also  a  very  interesting  one  in  regard  to  the  differential 
diagnosis.  There  were  no  constant  symptoms  of  hepatitis,  the 
liver  being  perfectly  normal,  although  with  the  onset  of  the 
trouble  the  patient  did  have  a  slight  icterus,  and  by  palpation 
-and  percussion  no  tumor  indicating  perihepatitic  abscess  could  be 
established  with  any  certainty,  and  as  to  typhlitis  or  perityphlitis 
or  pyothorax,  the  same  could  also  be  well  excluded,  taking  the  en- 
tire history  of  the  case  into  consideration. 


DYSENTERY ;  ITS  CAUSE  AND  TREATMENT. 

By  E.  M.  Bridg/ord,  M.  D.,  Mexico,  Mo. 

For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

IN  a  recent  issue  of" Daniel's  Texas  Med.  journal"  I  read  a  short 
article,  written  by  Dr.  S.  H.  Cowden,  of  Solgohacie,  Ark.,  in 
which  is  recommended  an  injection  of  Mucil  Amyli,  Pulv  Ipecac 
Morphia  Acet  in  dysentery. 
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Now,  while  this  form  of  treatment  may  be,  (and  doubtless  is), 
palliative  in  its  effects,  it  is  far  from  being  curative.  When  we  are- 
called  to  see  a  case  of  dysentery  or  any  disease,  we  first  ask  our- 
selves :  What  is  the  character  of  the  disease,  and  what  is  it  pro- 
duced by  ?  In  regard  to  a  definition  of  dysentery,  Prof.  W.  C 
Maclean,  M.  D.,  (Reynols  System,  Med.  vol.  i  p  3  7  2),  describes  it 
as  being  "a  specific  febrile  disease,  characterized  by  nervous  de- 
pression, by  inflammation  and  sloughing  of  the  glandular  appa- 
ratus of  the  large  intestines,  by  tormina  and  tenesmus,  with  scanty 
mucus  and  bloody  stools  of  a  peculiar  odor,  changing  as  the  dis- 
ease advances  to  serous,  and  giving  off  a  gangreuous  effluvia." 

The  causes  of  this  disease  are  numerous.  It  is  always  found  in 
malarial  districts,  in  which  there  is  always  more  or  less  vegetable 
decomposition.  It  can,  according  to  the  best  authority,  be 
propagated  from  one  person  to  another  by  means  of  a  contagious 
specific  poison  conveyed  by  the  stools  of  a  patient  suffering  from 
this  disease  through  their  being  mixed  with  drinking  water.  For 
instance,  if  the  discharges  from  a  dysenteric  patient  be  thrown  in  a 
wTater-closet,  and  by  one  means  or  another  it  is  communicated  to  a 
cistern,  thereby  impregnating  the  water  used  by  a  family  for  drink- 
ing and  cooking  purposes,  with  the  poison  of  the  disease.  Under 
such  circumstances,  as  just  described,  we  can  at  once  see  that  a 
whole  family  may  be  stricken  with  dysentery  by  drinking  water  in 
which  its  poison  exists.  The  treatment  of  acute  dysentery  is 
usually  very  simple.  In  the  first  place  the  hygienic  condition  of 
the  patient  should  be  improved ;  the  drinking  water  should  be 
pure;  the  room  in  which  the  patient  stays  should  be  well  venti- 
lated, and  all  decomposing  vegetable  and  animal  matter  should  be 
removed.  The  alimentry  tract  should  be  cleared,  and  by  a  saline 
purgative  so  as  to  remove  any  substance  that  would  act  as  an  irri- 
tant to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestines. 

This  treatment  to  be  followed  by 

B  Bismuth  Sub  Nit.,  gr.  xxx. 
Morphia  acet.,  grss. 
M.  ft.  charts  No  vi. 

If  symptoms  of  malarial  poisoning  are  very  prominent,  give 
tonic  doses,  (gr.  3-6;  of  quinine  at  short  intervals.  Large  doses 
are  not  indicated,  as  dysentery  is  a  disease  characterized  by- 
nervous  depression. 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOUEXAL.  423 


SOME  OF  THE  CAUSES  OF  FAILURE  TO  CURE  CHRONIC  SUP- 
PURATION OF  THE  MIDDLE  EAR. 


here  is  perhaps,  no  chronic  disease  so  annoying  and  hard  to 


_J__  control,  as  that  accompanying  a  neglected  or  improperly 
treated  case  of  acute  suppurative  otitis  media. 

There  is  a  popular  idea  prevailing  among  the  laiety,  and  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  among  some  physicians,  that  is  responssble  to  a  large 
extent  for  a  chronic  suppurative  condition  of  the  middle  ear.  This 
idea  is  that  if  the  ear  is  let  alone  during  or  after  the  acute  attack,, 
that  it  will  get  well  of  itself,  or  that  the  child,  (for  it  is  in  children 
we  find  this  condition  most  frequently  existing),  will  out-grow  it. 
That  occasionally  an  acute  suppurative  inflammationjsubsides,  and 
the  discharge  ceases,  I  do  not  deny,  but  such  cases  are  so  rare  an 
exception  to  the  rule,  that  they  could  hardly  be  said  to  amount  to 
anything  in  statistics. 

A  casual  examination  of  the  nares,  posterior  nasal  cavity  and  up- 
per pharynx  will  show  the  cavities  lined  with  the  same  continuous 
mucous  membrane;and  it  is  a  well  known  observation  that  in 
every  attack  of  acute  suppurative  inflammation  of  the  middle  ear,, 
this  entire  surface  of  mucous  membrane  is  in  a  high  state  of  con- 
gestion. Hence  arises  the  common  expression  of  having  an  ear- 
ache from  a  bad  cold. 

All  the  distressing  symptoms  accompanying  an  acute  ear-ache,, 
that  can  hardly  be  described  except  by  one  who  has  suffered,  be- 
come more  and  more  aggravated,  until  the  formation  of  pus  en- 
sues, which  bursting  through  the  membrane  tympani,  pours  itself 
out  into  the  external  auditory  canal,  and  bringing  grateful  relief  to 
a  suffering  that  has  become  well-nigh  intolerable.  At  this  stage  of 
the  inflammation,  the  ear  is  subjected  to  a  series  of  syringing,  appli- 
cations of  liquids  and  powder,  etc.,  until  the  patience,  both  of  physi- 
cians and  patient  is  exhausted,  and  they  are  disappointed  in  not 
seeing  any  permanent  results  from  treatment.  The  pain  and  swell- 
ing may  have  subsided,  but  there  remains  behind,  in  spite  of  faith- 
ful and  well-meaning  efforts,  a  suppurative  condition  of  the  middle 
ear  cavity,'which  soon  assumes  the  chronic  form,  accompanied 
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perhaps  by  a  mass  of  granular  tissue  protruding  through  the  per- 
foration of  the  membrane,  into  the  canal.  In  this  condition  they 
are  advised  to  seek  some  aurist,  and  their  history  shows  that  they 
have  borne  with  this  class  of  ear  trouble  through  many  years,  from 
early  childhood  to  manhood  or  womanhood.  Theobject  of  this  pa- 
per is  to  direct  attention  to  the  treatment  of  a  locality  often  neg- 
lected in  handling  aural  patients,  viz:  post  nasal  and  pharyngeal 
cavities.  Hypertrophy  of  the  turbinated  bones  often  co-exists 
with  a  chronic  inflammation  of  these  cavities,  and  pressure  from 
these  hypertrophies,  forms  an  important  factor  in  the  production 
and  continuation  of  local  inflammation  in  this  region. 

A  brief  extract  of  a  few  cases  from  my  case-book,  will  explain 
what  I  mean. 

James  M.,  aged  30,  white,  consulted  me  Nov.  25th,  1887,  with 
a  history  of  chronic  suppurative  otitis  media,  of  fifteen  years  stand- 
ing. Membrane  tympani  of  left  ear  perforated  in  lower  inferior 
quadrant,  with  auditory  canal  bathed  in  a  profuse  purulent  dis- 
charge, which  was  very  offensive.  Says  he  had  scarlet  fever  when 
fifteen  years  old,  and  resulted  in  this  ear  trouble.  Has  been  treat- 
ed by  several  physicians,  who  would  succeed  in  stopping  the  dis- 
charge for  a  while,  when  it  would  re-appear.  Hears  well  on  right 
side.  On  left  side,  hearing  reduced  to  five  inches.  An  examina- 
tion of  the  nose  and  upper  pharyngeal  space,  revealed  a  chronic 
hypertrophied  condition  of  the  turbinated  bones;  with  thickening 
of  the  mucous  lining  of  the  pharynx. 

Treatment — Ear  was  wiped  out  with  dry  absorbent  cotton,  and 
the  canal  filled  with  peroxide  of  hydrogen.  This  was  forced  into 
the  middle  ear  through  the  perforation  in  the  membrane,  by  caus- 
ing the  patient  to  turn  his  head  downward  and  to  the  right,  and 
pressure  being  made  at  the  external  opening  of  the  canal  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  force  the  fluid  into  the  middle  ear.  Any  residue  was 
allowed  to  escape  and  the  ear  afterwards  thoroughly  dried.  The 
nasal  cavity  was  thoroughly  cleansed  with  a  warm  alkaline  spray, 
and  the  hypertrophied  tissue  upon  the  turbinated  bones  was  touch- 
ed with  chromic  acid.  This  latter  application  producs  an  open 
wound,  which  upon  healing,  contracts  by  cicatrization,  and  causes 
the  hypertrophy  to  disappear.  The  post-nasal  cavity  as  well  as  the 
upper  pharynx  receiving  at  the  same  time  appropriate  treatment 
with  astringents. 
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Under  this  treatment  the  ear  discharge  soon  ceased,  nor  has  it 
returned  at  this  date. 

Case  II.  Mary  M.,  aged  n,  has  a  history  of  chronic  suppura- 
tion of  the  right  ear  since  early  childhood.  The  watch  test  show- 
ed almost  entire  loss  of  hearing  on  right  side,  except  by  close  pres- 
sure of  the  watch  to  the  ear.  Hearing  on  left  side  slightly  impair- 
ed. Examination  of  nose  revealed  a  thickened  and  swollen  con- 
dition of  the  turbinated  bones,  which  were  bathed  in  a  mucopur- 
ulent discharge.  Tonsils  also  hypertrophied.  The  method  of 
treatment  was  the  same  as  in  case  i,  particular  attention  being  di- 
rected to  the  enlarged  turbinated  bones,  which  projected  so  far 
into  the  nasal  cavity,  as  to  enable  me  to  trim  their  edges,  with  my 
long  nasal  scissors,  instead  of  using  the  chromic  acid.  Valsalva's 
method  was  used  in  inflating  the  eustachian  tubes,  by  which  means 
I  was  enabled  to  force  a  considerable  amount  of  purulent  matter 
mixed  with  epithelial  debris,  into  the  external  canal,  from  whence 
it  was  easily  removed.  Two  months  treatment  sufficed  to  effect  a 
cure,  besides  restoring  the  hearing  to  a  considerable  degree  in  the 
affected  ear. 

Case  III.  Helen  A.  aged  13,  was  brought  to  my  office  with  a 
history  of  a  discharge  from  both  ears  since  she  was  a  baby.  Suf- 
fers no  particular  pain,  but  finds  considerable  trouble  in  keeping 
her  ears  clean;  says  she  can  smell  is  well  as  taste  the  odor  aris- 
ing from  the  putrid  discharge;  also  says  her  breathing  through  the 
nose  is  irregular  and  interrupted.  An  aural  examination  displays 
both  membrane  tympani,  destroyed  except  a  narrow  outer  rim. 
The  left  nostril  is  nearly  entirely  closed  from  an  hypertrophied  tur- 
binated bone,  the  right  occluded  with  a  polypus.  The  tonsils  were 
also  enlarged.  The  ears  cleaned  with  per-oxide  of  hydrogen,  and 
dried,  then  boracic  acid  blown  into  the  tympanum.  The  nasal 
polypus  was  removed,  tonsils  trimmed,  and  the  hypertrophy  of  the 
turbinated  bone  treated.  Though  still  under  treatment,  the  aural 
discharge  has  ceased  and  the  nose  and  pharynx  once  more  assum- 
ing a  healthy  look.  Her  voice  is  losing  that  nasal  twang  so  often 
noticed  in  occlusion  of  the  nasal  passages,  and  general  improve- 
ment with  the  exception  of  her  hearing  is  very  satisfactory. 

My  first  examination  of  ear  cases  applying  to  me,  I  do  not  con 
sider  complete  until  I  have  made  a  thorough  examination  of  the 
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upper  air-passage,  including  the  nares,  post-nasal  space  and  pha- 
rynx. This  I  regard  as  of  prime  importance,  in  this  portion  of  the 
South,  where  we  have  to  deal  with  all  varieties  of  catarrhal  affec- 
tions occurring  in  the  extremely  young  as  well  as  the  more  ad- 
vanced in  life.  I  now  never  think  of  placing  a  case  of  chronic 
suppuration  of  the  ear  under  treatment  without  a  thorough 
treatment  of  the  nose  and  throat,  if  Ifind  the  above 
diseased  conditions  existing.  Any  success  I  may  have 
attined  in  handling  many  of  these  cases  who  have  been  un- 
der the  care  of  other  physicians,  I  attribute  to  the  detailed  atten- 
tion to  the  nose  and  throat,  which  I  have  found  to  be  more  or  less 
affected  in  nearly  every  case  of  aural  trouble  of  the  chronic  sup- 
purative variety.  A  mere  checking  the  discharge  from  the  ear, 
does  not  cure.  There  always  remains  more  or  less  deafness  when 
the  discharge  ceases,  which  can  be  greatly  relieved  and  sometimes 
entirely  cured,  by  a  proper  medication  of  the  upper  air  passages, 
together  with  the  use  of  the  Valsalva  method. 

PROGRAMME  FOR  THE  GALYESTON  MEETING. 

TEXAS   STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION,  APRIL,  24. 

A  note  from  Dr.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
arrangements,  conveys  the  following  interesting  information: 

The  committee  of  arrangements  are  laboring  assiduously  to  make 
the  coming  convention  a  success,  to  which  end,  a  number  of  inno- 
vations will  be  introduced  into  the  programme,  looking  toward  a 
higher  order,  and  wider  scope  of  work. 

As  already  provided,  the  first  day  of  the  session  will  be  devoted 
to  the  consideration  of  amendments  of  the  constitution  and  by- 
laws. The  two  following  days  will — as  far  as  practicable — be 
wholly  given  up  to  Section  work.  The  assembly  will  be  divided 
into  four  Sections,  provided  with  distinct  apartments,  and  all  in 
progress  at  the  same  time.  This  scheme  will  afford  opportunity 
for  all  worthy  papers  to  be  read  and  discussed.  There  will  be  a 
general  meeting  each  morning  during  the  session,  at  which  Chair- 
men of  Sections  will  deliver  addresses,  and  reports  of  the  Judicial 
Council  be  received  and  upon  acted,  when  adjournment  will  take 
place  to  the  respective  Sections.  An  executive  session  will  be 
held  on  Friday,  the  last  day  of  the  sitting,  for  the  transaction  of  mis- 
cellaneous business. 
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AUSTIN  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

[President,  Dr.  T.  D.  Wooten  ;    Secretary,  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett.] 

The  third  regular  quarterly  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  in 
Austin,  March  8,  iSSS,  with  a  good  attendance. 

The  following  physicians  were  admitted  to  membership — thus 
swelling  the  roll  to  over  fifty  active  members — to-wit :  Dis.  H.  H. 
Thorpe,  Liberty  Hill  ;  J- A.  Hollowayand  S.  E.  Hudson,  of  Round 
Rock;  Jno.  Preston,  Tst  Assistant  Physician,  State  Lunatic  Asylum, 
Austin  ;  Frank  31.  D.  Hill,  of  Dunlap. 

Dr.  R.  S*  Gregg,  of  Manor,  read  a  paper  on  the  lt  Treatment  of 
Abortion."    (This  paper  appears  in  this  issue  of  the  Journal.) 

Dr.  A.  N.  Denton,  who  had  been  appointed  to  open  discussion, 
said,  he  was  much  pleased  with  the  paper.  The  subject  is  as  ex- 
tensive as  it  is  important — and  while  Dr.  Gregg's  paper  was  a  very 
excellent  one— and  of  practical  value,  it  could  not  be  expected  in 
so  short  a  space  to  cover  the  whole  ground. 

Xo  subject  in  practice  had  given  him  as  much  trouble  and 
anxiety  as  abortion,,  and  he  did  not  know  of  any  definite  rule  or 
plan  of  treatment  that  could  be  relied  on  in  all  cases.  The  treat- 
ment must  necessarily  depend  upon  the  stage  in  which  we  find  the 
case.  Dr.  Gregg  spoke  of  the  use  of  opiates.  If  we  are  not  sure 
that  sufficient  damage  has  been  done;  if  the  placenta  is  not  suffi- 
ciently detached  to  destroy  the  vitality  of  the  ovum,  opium  is  use- 
ful; we  surely  should  prevent  abortion  if  possible,  but  in  endeavor- 
ing to  prevent  it  where  it  is  already  impossible  to  prevent  it,  we 
may  do  much  harm,  and  there  are  cases  even,  where  the  adminis- 
tration otjopium  may  be  indicated,  and  may  do  good  in  relieving 
pain,  even  after  detachment ;  but  there  is  danger  of  producing  in- 
ertia— thus  favoring  hemorrhage,  and  rendering  it  difficult  to  void 
the  contents  of  the  womb — and  thus,  by  the  retention  of  some  part 
of  the  decidua,  septic  troubles  may  result  and  a  long  train  of  evils 
follow,  even  after  you  are  sure  the  ovum  has  escaped.  There  is  a 
prevalent  idea  that  it  abortion  occurs  once,  it  is  more  apt  to  do  so 
again;  that  a  habit  may  be  established.    His  experience  led  him 
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to  believe  that  it  is  more  apt  to  occur  at  the  third  or  fourth  month; 
and  at  that  time  is  very  hard  to  manage.  On  the  whole  he  thinks 
Dr.  Gregg  has  indicated  about  the  proper  course  and  treatment  in 
dealing  with  abortions. 

As  to  prevention,  where  it  is  thought  unusually  apt  to  occur,  some 
years  ago  "  black  haw  "  was  much  in  vogue,  and  was  thought  to 
possess  almost  specific  properties.  He  had  a  succession  of  cases 
and  gave  it  a  thorough  trial,  and  was  disappointed.  Rest  in  bed, 
and  hips  elevated,  as  suggested  in  Dr.  Gregg's  paper,  are  the  safest 
means;  if  the  patient  has  suffered  abortion  before,  he  would  insist 
on  putting  her  to  bed  by  all  means. 

As  to  after-treatment,  he  had  nothing  to  add  to  Dr.  Gregg's  sug- 
gestions ;  cleanliness,  antiseptics,  etc.  The  sequellae  are  some- 
times serious  ;  one  of  the  causes  of  fibroids  of  the  walls,  is  the 
placenta  torn  loose  from  its  implantation. 

On  the  whole  he  commends  Dr.  Gregg's  paper.  Thinks  it  is  a 
very  good  one  and  possessed  of  practical  value. 

Dr.  Q.  C.  Smith  said : 

"To  say  nothing  of  the  immediate  or  remote  cause  of  abortions, 
but  merely  to  refer  briefly  to  the  operative  treatment  of  an  abortion 
already  in  active  process,  and  hence,  as  a  rule,  its  consummation  in- 
evitable, we  would  say  :  Supposing  the  hemorrhage  more  or  less 
free,  and  other  signs  and  symptoms  usually  accompanying  this  con- 
dition, to  exist,  we  would  place  the  patient  in  Sims'  position  and 
with  a  Sims'  speculum,  or  some  modification  thereof,  bring  to  view 
the  os  uteri  ;  and  if  it  be  found  closed  and  rigid,  dilate  it  well  with 
a  metalic  cervical  dilator,  and  proceed  at  once  to  remove  the  entire 
product  of  conception.  To  do  this,  the  finger  may  be  sufficient, 
and  should  be  tried  first ;  but  no  time  should  be  wasted  in  pro- 
longed vain  digital  efforts,  as  the  dull  curette,  or  placental  forceps, 
or  polypus  forceps  may  be  used,  if  careful,  skillful  manipulation  be 
exercised,  with  perfect  safety,  to  clean  out  the  uterine  cavity.  Then 
staunch  the  hemorrhage  at  once,  first,  by  washing  out  the  uterus 
with  dilute  hot  iodine  water,  or  hot  dilate  boric  acid  solution, 
injected  through  a  tube  of  large  returning  capacity,  watching  the 
os  uteri,  all  the  while  closely  observing  the  progress  of  events.  The 
hemorrhage  having  ceased  entirely,  now  mop  the  entire  endome- 
trium with  Churchill's  tinct.  iodine.    The  patient  should  now  be 
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made  confortable,  and  treated  as  the  general  constitutional  indica- 
tions of  the  case  may  demand.  Tinct.  cinnamon,  ipecac,  and 
quinine,  are  favorite  constitutional  hemostatics  with  us,  in  this 
class  of  cases;  ergot  is  not  a  reliable  constitutional  hemostatic  in 
the  early  months  of  pregnancy,  and  may  be  given — teaspoonful  fl. 
ext.  t.  d. — with  impunity  regularly,  and  with  benefit  to  patients,  in 
the  earlier  months  of  pregnancy,  when  such  patients  suffer  from 
hemoptysis,  as  we  know  from  repeated  experience." 

Dr.  W.  S.  Richmond,  First  Vice  President,  had  had  good  results 
from  the  black-haw  in  preventing  abortion  where  it  was  thought  the 
habit  existed,  giving  it  regularly  for  sometime  previous  to  the  ex- 
pected attack.  Had  not  used  it  as  a  means  of  arresting  a  threat- 
ened abortion. 

Dr.  L.  H.  Hardy,  Second  Vice  President,  said  that  the  doctors 
as  a  rule  are  pretty  well  up  in  the  treatment  of  abortion  ;  but  it  re- 
quires nice  judgement  to  determine  just  where  to  cease  efforts  to 
prevent,  and  to  conduct  the  case  to  a  thorough  and  complete  eva- 
cuation. The  removal  of  the  decidua  is  a  matter  of  vital  impor- 
tance, and  yet  there  is  no  definite  and  positive  means  of  knowing 
when  it  has  all  escaped  ;  and  yet  we  must  know.  Had  a  case 
which  came  near  terminating  fatally,  because  he  took  the  word  of 
the  patient  and  attendants  that  "  everything  had  come  away." 
At  the  next  visit,  fever,  and  searching  for  himself  found  secundines 
imprisoned,  and  had  much  difficulty  in  getting  it  away.  Thinks 
well  of  black-haw  as  a  preventive. 

Dr.  B.  E.  Hadra  had  not  heard  the  paper,  and  did  not  know  what 
had  had  been  said  as  to  habitual  abortion.  The  ohly  way  to  pre- 
vent habitual  abortion  is  to  subject  both  husband  and  wife  to  a 
course  of  anti-syphilitic  treatment,  as  seventy  per  cent  of  the  cases 
were  due  to  syphilitic  contamination,  and  they  occur  usually  at 
third  or  fourth,  though  he  has  known  them  to  happen  as  late  as  the 
sixth  and  seventh  month.  Of  course,  there  are  exceptions.  As  a 
rule,  he  avacuates  the  womb  as  rapidly  as  possible,  if  danger  is 
threatening  ;  else,  leave  nature  to  take  her  course.  Few  know  how 
difficult  it  is  to  get  into  the  womb,  with  the  tedious  means  of  dila- 
tation generally  at  hand.  Is  opposed  to  tamponing  j  it  is  possible 
to  thus  conceal  a  dangerons  hemorrhage.  Prefers  Barnes'  dilator; 
but  there  is  a  little  invention,  a  century  old,  perhaps,  which  has 
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been  lately  revived,  that  he  resorts  to  most  generally  where  dila- 
tation is  necessary  and  difficult,  i.  e.  to  incise  the  os  ; 
nicking,  or  one  incision  will  often  make  the  os  yield.  This  is  the 
best  and  shortest  way  ;  then,  after  a  few  minutes  we  can  enter  the 
womb  ;  and  the  best  and  safest  way  is  to  remove  the  secundines 
with  the  fingers.  As  to  preventing  abortion,  he  has  no  confidence 
in  remedies,  and  has  tried  all.  If  any  have  value  it  is  ergot  in 
small  quantities.  Ergot  gives  tonicity  to  the  womb.  Thirty  to 
forty  drops  of  ergot  injected  into  the  rectum,  is  better  than  any 
quantity  by  the  mouth  ;  seems  so  to  him,  at  any  rate  ;  but  his  expe- 
rience has  not  been  large  enough,  perhaps,  to  base  any  opinion  on. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner  said  he  would  like  to  call  attention  to 
one  point  in  the  etiology  of  abortion.  Sometimes  a  fatty 
degeneration  of  the  placenta  is  found.  Remembered  a 
confrere,  whose  wife  had  suffered  a  number  of  abortions, 
and  on  examination,  the  placenta  was  found  enlarged  and 
full  of  fat  globules.  When  this  lady  becanie  again  preg 
nant,  she  was  put  upon  chlorate  potassa,  which  was  at  one  time 
regarded  as  a  specific,  and  she  went  on  to  full  term. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett  said  :  "Whatever  may  be  the  primary  cause 
or  causes  of  abortion,  whether  syphilis,  fatty  degeneration  of  the 
placenta,  mal-positions  of  the  uterus,  or  cervical  rents,  to  my  mind, 
the  exciting  cause  is  hemorrhage.  It  is  poured  out  between  the 
decidua  and  uterine  wall,  and  by  the  stimulus  of  distention  labor 
is  brought  on.  The  tampon  is  a  fine  agent  to  bring  about  this  con- 
dition. It  prevents  the  flow  of  blood  through  the  cervix,  especially 
if  saturated  with  alum  water  and  placed  firmly  against  the  os. 
This  plan  should  be  adopted  where  abortion  is  inevitable,  hemor- 
xhage  not  alarming  and  pain  inadequate.  If  the  patient  is  worn 
and  needs  sleep,  I  administer  an  opiate  and  expect,  after  a  rest  of  a 
few  hours,  to  have  no  further  trouble. 

"The  best  uterine  dilator  is  the  finger,  but  when  the  hemorrhage 
is  threatening  and  a  quicker  method  demanded,  the  Goodell  dilator 
is  indispensible." 

Dr.  Hadra  would  like  to  set  himself  right — he  had  been  misun- 
derstood. He  would  not  do  away  with  the  tampon  altogether, — 
only  when  there  is  a  dangerous  hemorrhage,  he  wouldn't  use  it. 
He  would  give  ergot  when  he  found  a  flabby  womb,  and  want  of 
contraction  ;  not  otherwise. 
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Dr.  W.  A.  Ellison  said  the  profession  was  much  divided  as  to 
the  value  of  the  viburnum  prunifolium,  as  a  prophylactic  in  habi- 
tual abortion.  He  had  had  fine  effects  from  it,  better  than  from 
-opiates.  Morphine  will  stop  pain,  but  it  also  arrests  the  secretions, 
which  viburnum  does  not.  He  often  combines  viburnum,  ergot 
and  laudanum,  and  finds  it  better  than  either  drug  used  singly. 
Viburnum,  in  teaspoonful  doses,  will  often  arrest  a  threatened 
abortion. 

Dr.  Manney  had  a  case  of  threatening  abortion  in  which  he 
gave  everything  he  could  think  of,  in  the  vain  endeavor  to  prevent 
it,  and  finally  concluded  it  was  unavoidable,  and  that  he  would 
hasten  it;  accordingly  he  gave  ergot,  and  to  his  surprise  everything 
was  instantly  quieted.  Had  had  no  good  from  the  use  of  vi- 
burnum. 

Dr.  Q.  C.  Smith  demonstrates  his  use  of  instruments  in  inevita- 
ble abortion. 

Dr.  Wm.  S.  Walla.ce,  representing  Mariani  &  Co.,  New  York, 
was  present  with  samples  of  Yin  Mariani  Coca  Erythroxylin — 
which  he  gave  to  the  physicians  present. 

Dr.  Wooten,  the  president,  being  called  upon  for  his  views  as  to 
the  subject  under  discussion  said: 

The  paper  which  Dr.  Gregg  had  favored  the  society  with,  was  on 
the  treatment  of  abortion, — but  the  discussion  had  taken  the  range 
of  the  entiie  subject,  etiology,  pathology  treatment,  etc  In  his 
judgment,  with  regard  to  abortion — in  the  majority  of  cases — a 
cause  can  be  discovered,  and  he  has  generally  found  that  cause  to 
be  either  reflex,  or  due  to  mal  positions  of  the  uterus — some  of  the 
forms  of  flexions  or  versions.  He  doubts  the  existence  of  habitual 
abortion  without  some  definite  and  tangible  cause.  Often  we  may 
arrive  at,  combat,  or  remove  the  influences  favoring  this  mishap. 
Lacerations,  rectal  troubles,  and  even  gonorrhose  being  amongs 
them.  Fatty  degeneration  of  placenta  as  an  excitant  of  abortion  ;*s 
a  "sequel  of  syphilis.  He  recalled  the  case  of  lady  in  Kentucky 
who  had  at  the  time  he  visited  her,  had  five  premature  deliveries 
from  this  cause,  and  almost  at  full  term.  The  last  time  he  attend- 
ed her  she  had  had  nine;  examined  placenta  and  found  it  so  soft- 
ened that  a  stream  of  water  would  waste  it  away.  He  determined 
to  bring  on  labor  as  rapidly  as  possible,  in  the  effort  to   save  the 
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child,  but  it  did  not  live — although  the  lady  was  near  full  period. 
This  case  was  an  exception  to  what  I  have  said,  and  not  due  to- 
syphilis. 

As  to  the  treatment,  he  has  no  confidence  in  the  means  usually 
resorted  to.  The  viburnum  had  given  him  very  li tile  satisfaction. 
If  the  attachments  are  sufficiently  disconnected  abortion  will  en- 
sue. If  there  is  much  loss  of  blood  it  will  most  likely  take  place; 
but  not  necessarily,  if  there  is  slight  hemorrhage  from  the  os.  If 
you  find  abortion  inevitable  and  the  hemorrhage  alarming,  nothing 
can  be  better  than  the  prompt  removal  of  the  entire  contents  of  the 
womb.  To  do  this  it  is  often  necessary  to  forcibly  dilate  the  os?- 
and  in  his  judgment  this  is  the  best  measure,  and  the  fingers  the 
best  means.  When  there  is  sufficient  dilatation,  expulsion  will 
take  place.  Or  if  the  fingers  cannot  be  used,  carry  up  a  dilator,  and 
if  the  effort  of  dilatation  is  not  too  rapid  the  os  will  give  way.  He 
does  not  regard  the  curette  as  an^intelligent  means  of  removal.  By 
manipulation,  by  pressing  on  fundus  and  using  the  finger  and 
thumb  as  dilators,  he  can,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  effect  a  clean  re- 
moval of  uterine  contents.  This  process  he  regards  as  safer  than 
Barnes'  or  GoodellVor  any  other  instrument,  or  tents,  and  insures  a 
clean  removal;  thus  all  septic  trouble  is  avoided. 

Ergot  had  not  effected  much  in  his  hands;  especially  until  dila- 
tation has  been  effected  or  has  occurred.  It  is  only  in  the  later- 
stages  of  gestation  that  ergot  has  a  decided  influence  on  the  mus- 
cular fibres:  he  doubts  its  efficacy  in  the  early  stages.  When  the 
ovum  is  engaged  in  the  os,  a  dose  of  ergot  may  expel  it. 

Dr.  Gregg's  paper  was  very  satisfactory;  he  regarded  it  as  a  very 
able  paper,  and  especially  commendable  for  its  practical  value,  con- 
sidering its  brevity;  it  is  mulium  in  parvo. 

Dr.  A.  N.  Dextox  said  he  must  differ  with  Dr.  Hadra  as  to  sy- 
philis being  responsible  for  70  per  cent,  of  the  abortions;  such  was 
not  in  accordance  with  his  observation,  experience  or  reading. 

Dr.  HadRa:  "I  said  habitual  abortions." 

Dr.  Dextox:  "I  beg  pardon." 

As  to  the  value  of  the  incision  spoken  of  by  Dr.  Hadra,  he 
never  saw  a  case  in  which  he  thought  it  necessary  or  proper  to  in- 
cise the  os.  Rapid  dilatation  is  the  best  means;  as  to  leaving  the 
case  to  nature  after  death  of  the  foetus  he  differs  with  the  Doctor- 
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In  such  cases  the  foetus  is  a  foreign  body,  and  a  great  risk  of  septic 
trouble.  It  should  not  be  allowed  to  remain  after  its  vitality  has 
ceased.  By  ergot,  or  by  mechanical  means  he  would  produce 
uterine  contractions  and  expulsion  of  contents. 

Dr.  Gregg  would  like  to  ask  Dr.  Wooten  when  we  should 
cease  our  efforts  to  prevent  an  abortion? 

Dr.  Wooten  :  "When  there  is  distinct  evidence  of  extinct  vital- 
ity of  the  ovum;  my  judgment  is,  if  hemorrhage  continues,  and 
you  are  satisfied  the  life  of  the  ovum  is  destroyed  you  should  re- 
move it  and  all  appendages  forthwith." 

The  paper  was  referred  to  the  Publishing  Committee,  and  by 
them  elected  for  publication  in  the  Society's  organ — Daniel's 
Texas  Medical  Journal." 

The  Society  voted  thanks  to  Dr.  Gregg  for  his  paper. 

Adjourned  till  2  o'clock,  p.  m. 

AFTERNOON   SESSION.  2  O'CLOCK. 

Vice  President  W.  T.  Richmond  in  the  chair. 
Dr.  A.  N.  Denton,  late  Superintendent  State  Lunatic  Asylum, 
read  a  paper,  entitled  : 

'•'THE  MANAGEMENT  AND  TREATMENT  OF  THE  INSANE  IN  TEXAS." 

[This  paper  appears  in  this  issue  of  the  Journal.] 
Dr.  Q.  C.  Smith  thought  it  proper  that  some  expression  from 
the  society  should  be  had  on  this  subjct.  It  is  a  matter  of  burn- 
ing shame  and  disgrace  to  the  medical  profession  of  Texas  that 
matters  referred  to  by  Dr.  Denton  should  exist  without  solemn  pro- 
test from  them.  Look  at  other  States  :  no  such  condition  exists. 
Before  growing  indignant  at  recital  of  wrongs  and  mismanagement 
in  other  States,  we  should  look  at  home  and  institute  reform. 

Dr.  Preston,  first  assistant  physician  at  the  asylum  said  :  It 
seems  there  is  an  impression  abroad  that  the  patients  at  the  State 
Lunatic  Asylum  are  in  bad  condition  ;  was  sorry  that  physicians 
have  not  more  generally  visited  the  asylum  and  seen  for  themselves. 
He  is  not  superintendent,  but  has  much  to  do  with  the  management 
and  hygiene  of  the  establishment:  and  begs  that  before  the  visit- 
ing members  of  this  association  return  to  their  homes  they  will 
come  out  to  the  asylum  and  see  for  themselves,  that  the  condition 
is  not  so  bad  as  it  has  been  represented.    Agreed  with  Dr.  Denton,. 
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that  it  is  bad  policy  to  change  superintendent  and  other  officers 
every  two  years,  and  thinks  when  competent  men  are  found  for  the 
places  they  should  be  retained.  Dr.  Denton  started  out  on  the 
management  of  the  asylum,  but  went  into  a  history  of  the  institu- 
tion, with  which  I  am  familiar. 

Dr.  Daniel  said  that  as  Dr.  Preston  seemed  to  feel  that  Dr. 
Denton's  remarks  reflected  somewhat  on  him,  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  asylum,  he  felt  it  to  be  only  just  to  Drs.  Dorsett  and  Preston, 
to  bear  testimony  to  the  present  good  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
institution.  He  had  recently  been  shown  through  every  depart- 
ment of  the  asylum,  and  confessed  that  he  was  both  surprised  and 
gratified  to  find  everything  scrupulously  clean  and  home-like  ; 
-and  the  inmates  apparently  happy  and  contended,  seeming  pleased 
to  see  Dr.  Dorsett,  when  he  visited  the  wards  :  surprised,  he  said, 
because  of  the  numerous  reports  recently  in  circulation  as  to  mis- 
management* 

Dr.  Q.  C.  Smith  believed  that  the  present  set  of  officers  do  their 
duty;  would  not  be  understood  as  condemning  them;  but  he  did 
unequivocally  condemn  the  policy  of  the  government  in  regard  to 
changing  the  medical  officers. 

Dr.  Denton  had  made  no  war  on  the  institution,  nor  upon  the 
officers;  and  therefore  had  no  apology  to  make  ;  believed  that 
-every  word  he  had  uttered,  was  true.  His  object  had  been  to  show 
the  bad  effects  of  frequent  changes  in  the  administration  of  these 
institutions, — especially  with  reference  to  the  medical  officers  ;  He 
had  tried  to  present  the  truth  ;  would  say,  however,  that  to  a  visi- 
tor, the  appearance  of  the  wards,  etc.,  is  no  indication  as  to  the  in- 
ternal management  of  the  institution.  His  object  in  treating  of  the 
subject  before  this  association  was  to  endeavor  to  get  the  medical 
profession  of  Texas,  to  urge  the  establishment  af  a  better  and  per- 
manent system  of  administration  of  the  medical  offices  of  these 
institutions. 

Dr.  Preston  asked  Dr.  Denton  if  the  appearance  presented  by 
the  internal  condition  of  the  asylum  is  noindication  of  the  efficiency 
-of  the  management,  what  is  ? 

Dr.  Denton  said  that  to  fully  answer  the  question  would  open 
up  a  discussion  which  it  was  unnecessary  to  go  into. 

Dr.  Bennet  said,  in  pursuance  of  Dr.  Denton's  object — as  stated 
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above —  he  would  move  that  this  Society  wants  the  endorsement  of 
the  organized  medical  profession,  or,  rather,  their  co-operation,  in 
the  endeavor  to  procure  a  law  on  this  subject,  making  the  tenure 
of  office  of  medical  superintendent  contingent  on  satisfactory  ad- 
ministration, and 

Dr.  Denton  then  moved  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
take  the  matter  in  hand.  This  was  amended  by  Dr.  Bennett,  who 
proposed  the  delegates  from  the  Austin  District  Medical  Society  to^ 
the  State  Medical  Association  be  instructed  to  bring  the  subject 
before  that  body,  and  to  ask  the  co-operation  of  the  profession  in 
securing  such  law. 

Dr.  Daniel  said,  the  object  sought  by  Drs.  Bennett,  Denton  and 
others,  of  getting  this  importnnt  subject  properly  before  the  pro- 
fession, could  be  best  attained,  and  the  sense  of  this  Society  best 
expressed,  in  a  resolution  which  he  had  drawn  up,  as  follows — and 
moved  it  as  a  substitute  for  previovs  motions  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Austin  District  Medical 
Society,  that  the  law,  with  reference  to  the  appointment  of  a  Med- 
ical Superintendent  for  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum  and  other  elee- 
mosynary institutions  of  the  State  is  defective,  and  needs  amending; 
and  that  the  policy  of  frequent  changes  in  those  officers  is  detri- 
mental to  the  welfare  of  the  inmates  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  from  the  Austin  District  Medical 
Society  to  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  be  instructed  to 
bring  up  the  subject  at  the  coming  meeting  at  Galveston,  and 
endeavor  to  secure  some  action  from  that  body  looking  to  a  change 
of  the  law. 

Adopted. 

Dr.  L.  W.  Cocke,  of  San  Marcus,  read  a  very  spicy  and 
interesting  paper,  entitled: 

"  Is  the  World  Satisfied  with  the  Medical  Profession?" 

[This  paper,  together  with  a  synopsis  of  the  discussion  which 
followed,  will  appear  in  next  issue.  Ed.] 

Dr.  Wooten,  the  President  entering  the  room,  Dr.  Richmond, 
Vice-President,  yielded  the  chair  to  him. 

[Dr.  Richmond  related  a  case  of  placenta  prsevia  successfully 
treated,  which  gave  rise  to  a  most  spirited  and  interesting  dis- 
cussion, which  we  will  endeavor  to  report  in  full   in  the  May 


436        DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


number  of  the  Journal;  being  obliged  to  omit  it  here  for  want 
of  room.  Ed.] 

NEW  BUSINESS. 

Dr.  Wooten,  from  committee  on  securing  a  room  in  the  new 
capitol,  reported  that  he  had  almost  positive  assurance  of  a  room 
for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  medical  profession  of  the  State,  a 
place  for  our  county  and  our  district  societies  to  meet,  and — why 
not  the  State  Medical  Association  ?  The  library  of  the  latter 
could  be  there,  at  least,  and  it  would  not  involve,  necessarily,  "lo- 
cating the  association."  The  American  Medical  Association  has 
movable  meetings,  and  has  its  library  at  Washington  too.  Should  the 
secretary  happen  to  be  a  resident  of  Austin — which  is  not  at 
all  necessary  however,  the  archives  of  the  association  could  be 
kept  in  this  room,  and  visiting  physicians  would  always  have  a  place 
of  congeniality  and  interest  to  visit ;  could  make  it  a  headquarters 
during  their  stay.  To  procure  such  a  room  may  require  an  act  of 
the  legislature,  still  those  in  charge  seem  to  think  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  our  finally  securing  a  good  room.  It  may  be  even  on 
the  second  floor,  but  almost  certainly  on  the  third  floor. 

Dr.  Bennett  wished  to  memorialize  the  State  Medical  Associa- 
tion, urging  them  to  put  in  an  application  for  such  room — for  li- 
brary and  museum, — but  Dr.  Wooten  said  that  his  recollection 
was  that  Drs.  Swearingen,  McLaughlin  and  himself  had  been  ap- 
pointed a  committee  by  the  State  Medical  Association  years  ago. 
for  this  purpose,  and  now  that  the  time  had  arrived  for  action, — 
the  capitol  completed, — he  thought  it  would  be  in  order  for  the 
committee  to  report  at  the  coming  meeting  of  the  State  Association. 

The  subject  of  delegates  to  the  convention  of  the  State  Medical 
Association  coming  up,  Dr.  Richmond  moved  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  select  delegates  ;  it  was  desirable  to  appoint  only 
those  who  would  attend,  and  it  would  be  necessary  to  canvass  the 
members  to  ascertain  this  important  point.  Carried. 

The  chair  appointed  Drs.  Richmond,  Bennett  and  Daniel  to 
select  delegates.  [We  regret  that  we  are  unable  to  announce  the 
delegates  here,  the  selection  has  not  yet  been  made.  The  District 
Society,  with  fifty  members,  is  entitled  to  ten  delegates. — Ed.] 

The  time  and  place  of  next  meeting  will  be  announced  later; 
Austin,  no  doudt,  some  time  in  June.  The  Association  is  rapidly 
growing,  and  the  meetings  are  well  attended,  and  full  of  interest. 
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  COLLAEOBATOBS  -   

Dr.'R.  31.  Swcaringen.,  Austin.  Dr.  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  Austin. 

Dr.  BE.  Hadra,  Austin.  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner,  Austin. 

Dr.  Geo.  Cwpples,  San  Anlonio.  Dr.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  Galveston. 
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Dr.  Otlo  Betz,  Germany.  Dr.  E.  Meier hoi,  New  York. 

E.  J.  Bcall,M.  D.,  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

THE  COMING  MEETING.— BURT?  THE  HATCHET. 


From  a  very  extensive  correspondence  with  members  of  the  State 
Association,  in  all  parts  of  the  State,  we  are  satisfied  that  our  views 
are  endorsed,  as  expressed  in  an  article  on  the  importance  of  pre- 
serving harmony  in  the  ranks — and  conducting  the  next  meeting 
solely  in  the  interest  of  medical  science,  to  the  exclusion,  as  far  as 
may  be,  of  personal  grievances  ;  there  is  a  very  general  expression 
of  a  desire  in  this  direction,  and  all  deprecate  the  occurrence  of 
the  disturbing  influences  introduced  in  our  last. 

It  is  particularly  gratifying  to  cite,  as  one  of  many  such  endorse- 
ments, the  following,  from  a  prominent  and  popular  physician, 
couched  in  language  the  eloquence  and  pathos  of  which  must  touch 
the  heart  of  every  lover  of  his  profession.     He  says  : 

"  I  read  with  much  interest  and  pleasure  your  leading  article. 
It  strikes  the  "key-note"  of  the  occasion,  and  will  doubtless  be 
productive  of  much  good.  No  words  or  sentences  could  have  been 
assembled  that  would  have  so  clearly  lifted  the  mantle  of  ambi- 
guity from  the  situation  ;  and,  being  supported  by  an  opportune 
and  eloquent  appeal  to  the  better  element,  and  loftier  spirit  of  our 
natures,  leaves  nothing  to  be  said. 

"For  this  appeal,  which  must  touch  a  responsive  chord  in  the  hearts 
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of  all  true  and  honorable  physicians,  you  are  entitled  to  the  cordial 
thanks  of  all  members  of  the  Association,  ^hose  aspirations  rise 
above  the  venom  of  personal  and  professional  prejudice  and 
jealousy. 

"No  greater  calamity  could  befall  the  profession  of  a  State,  and 
through  this  channel,  the  scientific  and  practical  interests  of  the 
people  of  that  State,  than  for  its  recognized  and  influential  State 
Medical  Association — which  has  been  led  to  the  van  of  all  similar 
institutions  through  the  labors  of  a  score  of  years — to  virtually 
acknowledge  its  inability  to  preserve  its  integrity,  and  perpetuate 
its  usefulness — to  suffer  a  dagger,  poisoned  with  the  virus  of  per- 
sonalities, unchaste  and  undignified  aspersions,  to  penetrate  its 
vitals,  signalize  extinction,  and  deflower  its  lofty  character. 

"While  it  is  in  direct  opposition  to  the  true  history  of  all  human 
institutions,  indeed  to  the  very  nature  of  man,  to  always  elegantly 
and  peacefully  glide  in  smooth  waters  ;  and,  while  unpleasant  erup- 
tions will  occasionally  present  themselves,  let  us  use  our  best  efforts 
to  make  the  intervals  as  great  in  extent  as  practicable,  to  the  end 
that  social,  professional  and  scientific  harmony  may  not  be  serious- 
ly disturbed.  This  great  desideratum  can  only  be  approached  by 
so  amending  our  laws  as  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  such  dis- 
ruptive factors  into  our  general  sessions;  in  fact,  all  such  questions 
should  be  removed  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  judicial  council, 
except  on  appeal  from  the  decisions  of  the  councils  of  the  County 
and  District  Associations.  A  law  of  this  nature  would  virtually 
rid  our  State  Association  of  these  unfortunate  questions.  The 
medical  faculty  resident  in  the  counties  and  districts  wherein  these 
troubles  materialize, being  conversant  with  all  the  ins  and  outs  and 
all  the  general  and  special  environments,  are  more  competent,  it 
would  seem,  to  honorably  and  judiciously  adjust  these  claims,, 
than  any  other  parties  could  be." 


INTER-STATE  MEDICAL  REPRESENTATION. 


It  is  gratifying  to  observe  the  growing  tendency,  year  by  year,  to- 
wards a  general  interchange  of  delegates  between  State  Medical 
Associations;  and  it  should  be  encouraged,  and  made  a  permanent 
feature.    For  some  years  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association  has 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


been  in  the  habit  of  appointing  a  corresponding  delegate,  and  last 
year,  delegates  were  appointed  to  the  Missouri  State  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. Such  a  course  could  but  redound  to  the  good  of  all.  It 
would  promote  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  amongst  medical 
men,  and  engender  kindly  feelings  ;  and  above  all,  it  would  be 
mutually  beneficial.  Our  system  of  organization,  and  our  plan  of 
conducting  the  meetings  are  by  no  means  perfect;  nor  can  it  be 
said  that  any  State  Association  has  attained  perfection  in  those 
regards  ;  but  some  are  better  than  others,  while  all,  perhaps,  pos- 
sess some  good  features.  By  a  general  interchange  of  delegates, 
each  Society  could,  in  time,  learn  the  points  of  advantage  in  the 
organization  and  working  of  others,  and  thus  each  could  better  its 
own. 

Last  year  the  Alabama  State  Medical  Association  honored  us  by 
sending  one  of  her  most  distinguished  Fellows  to  represent  Alabama 
on  the  floors  of  the  Texas  convention,  and  it  was  a  source  of  much 
gratification.  It  would  have  seemed  but  natural  and  right,  that  this 
particular  courtesy  should  have  been  reciprocated,  but  doubtless, 
in  consequence  of  many  distracting  influences,  it  was  overlooked 
by  the  nominating  committee.  Later,  it  was  understood  that  the 
President  of  the  Alabama  Association  particularly  wished  it,  and 
President  Burroughs,  taking  the  correct  view  of  the  subject,  and 
assuming  that  it  was  an  oversight  on  the  part  of  the  nominating 
committee,  although,  strictly  speaking,  he  had  no  authority  to  do 
so,  made  an  appointment.  He  appointed  Dr.  J.  D.  Osborn.  Dr. 
Osborn  is  a  native  of  Alabama,  and  is  well  and  favorably  known 
to  the  profession  of  that  State,  and  the  appointment  was  an  emi- 
nently judicious  one,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Doctor  could 
not  accept  it.  The  President  then  tendered  the  appointment  to 
Dr.  Daniel,  the  Secretary  ;  but  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  the 
meetings  occurring  so  near  together,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
serve,  and  thus  Texas  will  have  no  representative  at  the  approach- 
ing meeting  of  the  Alabama  State  Association.  It  should  be  stated 
that  the  question  was  sprung  only  a  short  while  ago,  and  it  is  not 
to  be  expected  that  any  one  could  have  been  found  to  accept  the 
appointment  on  only  a  few  days'  notice. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  we  believe,  that  the  Alabama  Associa- 
tion is  one  of  the  best  medical  organizations  in  America.    It  is  a 
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chartered  institution,  and  has  the  power  of  making  appointments 
on  the  State  Board  of  Health  and  to  other  medical  offices,  collects 
and  registers  the  vital  statistics,  runs  the  quarantine,  etc.  Indeed, 
the  Alabama  State  Board  of  Health  is  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  State  government,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  State  Association 
is  part  of  the  organic  law  of  the  State, — a  status  of  the  medical 
profession,  with  reference  to  the  government,  which  it  has  been  the 
aim  and  ambition  of  the  Journal  to  secure  for  the  Texas  profes- 
sion. We  have  always  held  that  the  medical  profession,  by  virtue 
of  its  learning  and  numbers,  should  be  recognized  ;  that  they  are 
the  best,  and  only  judges  6f  what  sanitary  laws  are  needed,  and  if 
not  empowered  to  make  them,  they  should  at  least  be  consulted  on 
the  subject,  by  those  who  do  make  them  ;  therefore,  a  State  Board 
of  Health  in  Texas  is  a  necessity  in  our  judgment,  and  it  should 
be  an  Advisory  Board  to  the  Governor  and  Legislature;  the  Medi- 
cal Department  of  the  Government,  in  fact.  There  are  depart- 
ments of  every  other  kind — even  agriculture — why  not  a  Bureau  of 
Health  ? 

Recognizing,  then,  the  organization  of  the  Alabama  Association  as 
a  model,  in  many  respects,  and  the  Texas  State  Association  being 
on  the  very  eve  of  making  radical  changes  in  her  constitution,  it 
was  eminently  opportune  and  advisable  that  we  should  have  had 
a  delegate  in  attendance  at  the  approaching  meeting.  An  intelli- 
gent man,  of  popular  manners  could  have  reflected  credit  on  the 
Association,  and  could  have  returned  to  our  own  meeting,  possess- 
ed of  many  items  of  information  which,  doubtless,  would  have  been 
of  service  in  the  general  overhauling  of  our  constitution  ;  but,  it  is 
too  late  now;  let  the  nominating  committee  "make  a  note  on  it,'' 
and  fail  not,  in  future,  to  appoint  delegates  to  our  sister  State  So- 
cieties, especially  those  who  have  honored  us — paid  the  first  visit. 
Courtesy  requires  that  it  should  be  returned. 

NO  VPS  THE  TIME. 

The  coming  meeting  at  Galveston  will  be  a  fitting  time  for  mem- 
bers and  visiting  physicians  to  testify  their  appreciation  of  the 
effort  of  the  Journal  in  the  interest  of  organization,  and  the  general 
welfare  of  the  profession,  by  coming  forward  and  subscribing  for 
Volume  4.    Volume  4  will  begin  July,  1st,   under  most  favorable 
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auspices,  and  the  Journal  will  continue  to  be,  as  in  the  past,  the 
exponent  of  rational  medicine  in  Texas,  and  the  repository  of  all 
the  current  medical  news  of  the  day.  No  member  of  the  State 
Association  can  afford  to  do  without  it,  if  he  would  keep  up  with 
the  progress  of  medicine  in  the  Lone  Star  State,  and  know  what 
our  own  State  Association  and  all  the  local  societies  are  doing: 
for  The  Journal  will  publish  all  official  documents  and  announce- 
ments; will  be  the  mouthpiece  of  the  Association,  speaking  to  the 
members  and  to  the  world.  We  have  even  had  letters  from  phy- 
sicians, (non-subscribers  of  course)  asking  "when  and  where  the 
next  meeting  of  the  State  Association  will  be!" 

The  Journal  takes  this  occasion  to  return  its  most  cordial  ac- 
knowledgement to  the  liberal  and  enlightened  members  of  the  pro- 
fession, who  have  so  nobly  and  so  effectually  rendered  their  sup- 
port, moral  and  pecuniary,  whereby  its  brilliant  success  has  been 
attained.  The  Journal  is  universally  pronounced  a  credit  to  Tex- 
as, and  has  taken  and  maintained  a  leading  position  in  the  ranks 
of  current  medical  literature.  Texas  should  be  proud  of  it,  as  its 
friends  and  supporters  are,  and  we  hope,  at  the  coming  meeting 
to  enroll  the  name  of  every  enlightened  and  liberal  minded  mem- 
ber in  attendane,  as  a  friend  and  supporter  of  The  Texas  Medical 
Journal. 

Several  hundred  copies  of  this  handsome  edition  will  be  distri- 
buted gratuitously,  at  the  Galveston  meeting,  in  order  that  all  may 
see  and  examine  it  before  subscribing.  Every  lover  of  legitimate 
medicine,  and  advocate  of  progress  in  the  science,  and  of  organiza- 
tion as  a  means  to  ends,  should  promptly  subscribe  for  his  home 
journal. 

THE  MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  INSANE  IN  TEXAS. 

DR.  DENTON'S  PAPER. 


For  plain  language,  void  of  ambiquity  or  circumlocution,  this 
paper  excells.  While  we  commend  it  to  our  readers  for  its  sound- 
ness and  practical  value,  we  blush  to  know  that  the  outside  world 
will  see  in  it  only  a  sad  commentary  on  the  intelligence  of  the 
people  of  this  great  State. 

Dr.  Denton  shows  that  during  the  thirty  years,  since  the  founda- 
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tion  of  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  fifteen  changes  of  Superintendent 
have  been  made,  and,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  by  removal  by 
the  Governor;  and  says  "all  these  changes  have  been  made  without 
the  assignment  of  a  single  cause,  or  the  preferment  of  a  single 
charge,  so  far  as  the  record  shows."  By  way  of  contrast,  and  as 
showing  the  consistency  (?)  of  our  blessed  Governors — that  rare 
jewel — he  might  have  cited  the  fact  that  in  the  only  instance  in  which 
charges  of  a  grave  nature  had  been  preferred  against  a  Super- 
intendent, and  a  verdict  of  guilty  (in  part)  returned  by  the  Board; 
— the  only  instance  where,  in  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the 
Board,  "good  and  sufficient  cause"  for  removal  was  thought  to  ex- 
ist, no  removal  followed  ;  but  changes  in  the  composition  of  the 
Board  followed,  as  plentifully  as  "  autumn  leaves  in  the  fall." 

It  will  be  seen,  by  reading  the  proceedings  of  the  Austin  District 
Medical  Society,  that  as  an  outcome  of  Dr.  Denton's  paper,  a  reso- 
lution was  adopted,  asking  the  co-operation  of  the  State  Medical 
Association  in  an  effort  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  to  remedy 
the  great  evil  complained  of  in  this  paper,  and  which  is  patent. 
Doubtless  action  will  be  had  on  the  resolution,  at  Galveston,  when 
the  Journal  will  have  something  to  say  on  the  subject. 


The  "Loco"  Plant. — Dr.  Issac  Ott,  of  Easton,  Pa.,  writing  in 
the  N.  Y.  Medical  Record,  of  February  18,  1888,  claims  to  have 
found  mydriatic  properties  in  an  aqueous  solution  of  astragalus 
mollersimus — the  loco  plant,  which  abounds  in  West  Texas.  The 
action  of  this  plant  on  horses  is  familiar  to  stock-raisers  in  Texas. 
It  seems  to  make  the  animals  crazy,  and  they  leap  and  behave 
strangely.  Dr.  Ott  believes,  from  recent  experiments,  that  the 
narcotic  action  of  this  plant,  and  the  dilatation  of  the  pupil  cause 
the  leaping  and  other  strange  actions  of  the  "locoed"  animal. 

A  sample  of  the  weed  has  been  sent  for,  and  an  effort  to  extract 
its  active  principle  will  be  made  in  the  chemical  laboratory  of  the 
University  of  Texas. 


ULLINGS  FROM 


Edited  by  T.  J.  Bennett,  M.  D. 


DANIEL' b  J  EX  AS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


443 


Stretching  the  great  Sciatic. — Notwithstanding  nerve  stretch- 
ing has  been  condemned  as  possessing  no  special  value,  Dr.  D. 
McLean,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Michigan, 
writing  in  the  American  Lancet,  for  February,  1888,  says,  he  has 
not  had  a  failure  in  ten  years.  Uncontrolable  cases  of  sciatica 
are  met  with  in  every  physician's  practice.  Then  why  not  stretch 
the  nerve  ?  Dr.  McLean  cuts  down  upon  the  nerve,  and  stretches 
it  with  his  fingers.    The  wound  is  treated  antiseptically. 

New  York  City  contains  120  female  physicians. 

Gustave  Bernutz,  the  distinguished  gynecologist,  died  Decem- 
ber 20,  age  69. 

The  Telephone  Bullet  Probe. — February  4,  Dr.  J.  H.  Gird- 
ner,  of  New  York,  read  a  paper  before  the  Academy  of  Medicine, 
in  which  he  described  his  telephone  bullet-probe,  after  one  year's 
experience  with  its  working.  The  paper  appeared  in  the  New  York 
Record  of  above  date.  Great  advantage  is  claimed  for  this  instru- 
ment over  the  Nelaton  probe  and  all  others.  The  instrument  is 
described  as  a  sharp,  slender  steel  needle,  which  is  intended  to 
pass  through  the  tissues  without  previously  preparing  a  tract.  The 
vibration  is  not  communicated  by  coming  in  contact  with  bone  and 
other  tissue,  but  instantly  a  sharp  click  is  noted,  when  the  probe 
touches  the  leaden  missile.  The  needle  may  now  remain  with  its 
point  in  contact  with  the  ball,  the  handle  of  the  instrument  having 
been  removed,  and  serve  as  a  guide  inputting  down  on  the  bullet. 

The  Third  Set  of  Triplets. — News  comes  from  Texarkana 
that  on  the  26th  of  February,  the  wife  of  Mr.  James  Mclllmore, 
gave  birth  to  triplets,  two  boys  and  a  girl.  The  couple  have  been 
married  only  three  years,  and  this  is  the  third  set  of  triplets  that 
has  been  born  to  them  during  that  time,  and  what  is  unusual,  they 
are  all  alive  and  doing  well. 

It  is  said  that  the  Mclllmore  neighborhood  is  indifferent  to  the 
immigration  movement. 

Eighty-five  Illegal  Practitioners  Hunted  Down. — The  State 
Medical  Association  of  New  York,  has  set  the  proper  example. 
During  the  past  year  this  organization  has  hunted  down  85  medical 
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humbugs,  who  have  been  imposing  upon  ignorant  people,  and  get- 
ting their  money.  Ten  were  imprisoned  and  the  other  seventy- 
five  paid  fines  aggregating  $6,000. 

A  Midwife  in  Iowa. — The  case  was  a  breech  presentation.  The 
widwife  pulled  upon  the  scrotum  until  it  was  at  least  six  inches 
long.  It  was  presumed  that  consultation  would  have  been  called 
sooner,  had  the  child  been  a  female.  When  Dr.  W.  H.  Carter, 
who  related  the  incident,  arrived  upon  the  scene,  the  old  lady 
seemed  puzzled,  and  said  "she  did  not  see  what  was  the  matter,  that 
she  had  the  best  of  the  hand-holt,  but  she  did  not  know  what  it 
was." 

It  is  said  that  this  widwife  still  does  a  good  business  under  the 
recent  practice  act  in  Iowa. 

A  New  Hemostatic  and  Uterine  Toxic. — Dr.  D.  M.  Beck 
(Medical  Waif,  March,  1888,)  calls  attention  to  tincture  of  Tiger 
Lilly  in  the  treatment  of  menorrhagia  and  metrorrhagia  of  ansemic 
relaxed  women.  The  drug  was  first  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
profession  by  Dr.  I.  G.  M.  Goss,  of  Georgia,  in  1877. 

Dr.  Blanchard,  of  Delphi,  Ind.,  advises  that  the  tincture  be  pre- 
pared as  follows  : 

R.  Tiger  Lilly  Blossom,  3  viii 

Alcohol  O  j 

Mix  and  macerate  for  two  weeks.  Dose,  five  to  ten  drops,  three 
times  a  day. 

These  gentlemen  recommend  that  its  use  be  continued  for  two 
or  three  months,  and  prescribe  it  wherever  ergot  is  indicated. 


A  New  Operation. — The  next  new  thing  you  hear  of  in  surgery 
will  be  the  total  extirpation  of  the  bladder  and  the  transplantation 
of  the  ureters  to  the  rectum.  Novaro  (El  Siglo  Medico,  Deutsche 
Mediz.  Zeit.,  Feb.  9,  1888,  Anierican  Practitionei'  and  News,  March 
3.)  has  successfully  performed  this  operation  on  dogs.  The  sphinc- 
ter ani  suffices  to  retain  the  urine  for  a  time.  Dogs  operated  on 
in  January,  1887,  are  still  living  and  are  in  excellent  condition. 

Fuchsin  in  ]Bright's  [Disease. — Fuchsin  is  the  hydrochlorate 
of  rosaniline,  a  dye,  and  is  given  in  doses  of  from  three  to  six  grains. 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL.  445 


with  essence  of  mint  and  syrup.  The  second  dose  is  generally  suf- 
ficient to  reduce  anasarca  and  the  abuminuria.  {El  Siglo  Medio, 
Am.  Pract.  and  News?) 

Nephrorraphy. — Dr.  G.  Wilcox,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  (Annals  of 
Surgery,  March,  1888.)  reports  a  successful  case  of  nephrorraphy 
for  fixation  of  a  floating  kidney. 

The  patient  was  a  female,  24  years  of  age,  and  suffered  with  neu- 
ralgic and  dragging  pains  in  the  kidney  for  nine  years.  When  the 
trouble  began,  she  had  been  lifting  heavily,  and  felt  something 
"  give  way  in  her  back." 

The  operation  consisted  in  making  an  incision  midway  between 
the  last  rib  and  the  crest  of  the  illeum,  extending  from  the  anterior 
edge  of  the  quadratus  lumborum  forward  for  about  four  inches, 
cutting  through  the  entire  wall.  The  kidney  was  grasped  and 
brought  to  the  lips  of  the  wound,  and  there  secured  with  three 
heavy  cat  gut  sutures  passing  through  the  perineval  fat  and  each  lip 
of  the  incision.  The  remaining  portion  of  the  wound  was  loosely 
drawn  together  and  allowed  to  heal  by  granulation. 

Antiseptic  precautions  were  observed.  The  patient  made  a  good 
recovery,  the  temperature  never  rising  above  101  0  . 

The  gland  remained  in  position  and  there  was  no  more  pain. 

This  makes  the  twenty-third  operation  for  fixation  of  floating 
kidney,  on  record.    Kahn  of  Germany  made  the  first  success. 

Leon  Bassereau,  author  of  the  "Dual  theory  of  Syphilis,"  died 
in  Paris  recently,  age  77. 

Sudden  Death  After  a  Blow  on  the  Testicle. — Ivanoff 
records  the  following  case  :  A  middle-aged  man  was  engaged  in 
an  altercation  with  a  woman  in  the  street,  when  she  struck  him  a 
violent  blow  on  the  scrotum.  He  sank  at  once  unconscious,  and 
died  in  a  few  minutes,  before  the  surgeon  could  arrive.  At  the 
autopsy  nothing  abnormal,  except  slight  hyperaemia  of  the  brain, 
was  found  to  account  for  the  death.  Ivanoff  considered  death  to 
have  resulted  from  syncope  due  to  the  excessive  pain  caused  by  the 
blow  on  the  testicles. — N.  Y.  Med.  journal. 


Theine  in  Myalgia. — Dr.  T.  J.  Mays,  of  Philadelphia,  con- 
cludes a  series  of  observations  in  Polycli?iic,  for  February,  upon  the 
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special  therapeutic  indications  for  the  use  of  theine.  He  has  shown 
that  theine,  in  doses  from  one-sixth  to  one-half  grain,  hypodermic- 
ally,  over  the  seat  of  the  pain,  relieves  promptly  and  in  nearly  every 
instance,  permanently,  every  character  of  muscular  pain. 

Leprosy. — Many  of  the  Medical  Journals  and  Societies  of  the 
country  are  now  discussing  the  question  of  "  Leprosy  in  the  LTnited 
States."  It  is  estimated  by  Dr.  C.  W.  Allen,  of  New  York,  that  the 
total  number  of  lepers  in  this  country  is  one  hundred  and  fifty.  If 
Texas  has  more  than  one  case,  the  writer  is  not  aware  of  it.  A  case 
was  reported  in  Coryell  connty,  several  years  ago. 

Amputation  of  the  Clitoris. — Dr.  R.  St.  Clair,  of  Brooklyn, 
removed  by  galvanic  cautery  knife,  an  elongated  and  sensative 
clitoris  from  a  young  lady,  21  years  of  age,  who  had  suffered  with 
states  of  orgasm,  occasioned  by  the  least  amount  of  exercise  either 
walking  or  riding,  since  she  was  18  years  of  age.  The  result  of  the 
operation  was  perfect  recovery.  The  patient  has  since  married  and 
borne  two  or  three  children,  but  has  but  little  if  any  passion.  The 
case  is  reported  in  the  January  number  of  the  Med.  Summary. 

An  Advance  in  Surgical  Dressings. — Five  parts  of  either  Tar- 
taric or  Hydrochloric  Acid  added  to  a  1  to  1,000  solution  of  the 
Bichloride  of  Mercury,  will  prevent  the  solution  from  forming  a 
precipitate  when  it  comes  in  contact  with  an  albuminous  fluid. — E. 

Laplace,  in  N.  O.  Medical  and  Surgical  Jonrnal. 

Albuminuria  in  the  Insane, — According  to  recent  investiga- 
tions 40  per  cent,  of  insane  and  epileptic  patients  have  albu- 
minuria. 

Differentiation  Between  Rheumatism  and  Gout. — A  French- 
man who  was  troubled  with  gout  was  asked  what  difference  there 
was  between  that  complaint  and  rheumatism.  "One  very  great 
difference,"  replied  Monsieur.  "Suppose  you  take  one  vise,  put 
your  finger  in;  you  turn  de  screw  till  you  can  bear  him  no  longer 
— dat  is  de  rheumatism;  den  s'pose  you  give  him  one  turn  more — 
dat  is  de  gout!" 

Childbirth  in  a  Railway  Car. — A  woman  who  expected  to  be 
-confined  in  a  week  or  ten  days,  was  riding  on  a  car  which  was 
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running  at  the  rate  of  twenty  miles  an  hour.  She  felt  an  inclination 
to  go  to  the  water-closet,  when  a  few  pains  came  on,  and  she  heard 
something  drop.  Her  groans  attracted  the  obliging  conductor, 
who  stopped  the  train,  went  back  and  found  the  child,  which  was 
alive,  though  somewhat  bruised  about  the  head.  It  had  dropped 
through  the  hole  in  the  closet. — Dr.  Wm.  Osier,  in  the  Canada 
.Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  January,  1888. 

Pasteur. — The  Emperor  of  Austria  is  about  to  confer  upon 
Pasteur  the  Order  of  Iron  Crown,  a  distinction  which  carries  with 
it  the  right  to  the  title  of  Baron. — New  England  Medical  Monthly, 
February  15. 

Cinder  in  the  Eve. — It  is  advised  by  those  who  have  tried  it 
hundreds  of  times,  that  rubbing  the  well  eye  will  remove  the  cinder 
from  the  other  eye  in  two  minutes.    Try  it. 


Wants  the  Next  Medical  Convention. — The  Waco  Medical 
Society,  by  unanimous  vote,  decided  to  invite  the  Texas  State  Med- 
ical Association  to  hold  its  next  meeting  f  1889)  in  Waco. 


Dr.  J.  H.  McLane  was  elected  City  Physician  of  Fort  Worth. 

Dr.  Jacob  Price,  just  from  the  halls  of  the  fimous  Rush  Med- 
ical College,  has  located  at  Rockland,  Tyler  county,  and  Dr.  J.  H. 
McCaleb,  ditto  from  the  ditto  Tulane,  has  settled  at  Garfield. 

Removals. — Dr.  C.  O.  Matthews,  from  Daingerfield  to  Belden; 
Dr.  G.  S.  Holman  from  Schulenburg  to  Halfmoon  ;  Dr.  R.  P.  Tve 
from  Iredell  to  Quanah. 

Still  Another  Organization. — The  physicians  of  Ellis  county 
met  in  Waxahachie  and  organized  on  the  16th  of  March.  Dr.  J. 
C.  Loggins  was  elected  President,  Dr.  M.-L.  Haggard,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  Dr.  L.  Merriwether,  Secretary. 


EDICAL 


EWS  AND 


ISCELLANY. 


Dr.  A.  B.  Deloach,  of  Texarkana,  let  his  pistol  fall  just  as  h 
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was  retiring  for  the  night,  and  it  was  discharged,  inflicting  two 
painful  wounds — one  in  the  head  and  one  in  the  hand. 

For  the  Texas  Insane. — The  Superintendent  of  the  Texas  State 
Lunatic  Asylum,  Dr.  J.  S.  Dorset,  requests  donations  of  books  and 
papers  to  the  embryo  library  which  has  been  started  for  the  benefit 
of  the  unfortunates  under  his  charge.  Deliver  all  donations  to  the 
Pacific  Express  Co.,  who  will  transport  them  free  of  charge.  It  is 
very  gratifying  to  learn  that  Mrs.  Frank  Leslie  has  made  a  very 
handsome  contribution  of  magazines  and  other  light  literature. 

Serious  Accident  to  Dr.  Clopton. — We  regret  to  learn  that 
on  the  30th  ult.  Dr.  A.  G.  Clopton,  of  Jefferson,  one  of  the  leading 
physicians  of  Texas,  and  a  pillar  in  the  State  Association,  was 
thrown  from  his  buggy,  suffering  fracture  of  both  bones  of  the  right 
leg.  It  is  especially  to  be  regretted,  as  it  will  necessarily  prevent 
his  being  present  at  the  Galveston  meeting,  where  he  will  be  much 
missed.  The  Journal  extends  sympathy  to  the  Doctor,  and  ven- 
tures to  express  the  hope  that  the  injury  may  not  be  as  serious  as 
reported. 

Death  of  Dr.  Wm.  Glover. — Dr.  Wm.  Glover,  late  of  Cedar 
Creek,  Bastrop  county,  Texas,  died  of  congestion  of  the  lungs  at 
Lovelady,  Texas,  on  the'  20th  of  March  ult.  Dr.  Glover  had  left 
his  home  recently  in  hope  of  benefiting  his  health,  which,  for  some 
time,  had  been  failing.  He  was  a  member  in  good  standing  in  the 
Physicians'  Mutual  Benefit  Association  of  Texas,  and  assessment 
(No.  6)  has  been  issued  for  the  benefit  of  his  family.  He  was 
holder  or  certificate  No.  105. 

New  Doctors — Tfxas  Ahead. — The  Medical  Department  of  the 
University  of  Louisville  graduated  one  hundred  new  doctors  on 
March  1st.  Twenty-one  of  them  were  from  Texas.  The  Texa& 
boys  captured  the  best  prizes.  William  R.  Spaulding,  of  Austin, 
was  awarded  the  Yandell  prize  for  the  best  class  standing.  Also 
the  Anderson  prize  for  Obstetrics,  and  the  Bailey  prize  for  Materia 
Medica,  Therapeutics  and  Hygiene.  Richard  D.  King  and  Joseph 
W.  Largent,  both  of  Texas,,  were  awarded  prizes,  and  August 
Schenk,  of  Texas,  delivered  the  class  valedictory.  The  Lone  Star 
is  proud  of  her  sons,  and  the  Capital  City  is  doubly  proud. 
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Mr.  Crutchfield,  the  affable  agent  and  representative  of  Reed 
&  Carnrick,  of  New  York,  has  recently  visited  the  Capital  City.  He 
Is  the  right  man  in  the  right  place,  and  talks  "Carnrick  Soluble 
Food"  and  artificial  digestion,  with  the  fluency  of  a  professor  of 
dietetics.  He  is  evidently  making  C.  S.  F.  well  known  and  popular 
in  Texas. 

Doctors  as  Mayors. — Dr.  T.  J.  Largen  was  elected  Mayor  of 
Lampasas  at  last  election.  Dr.  H.  S.  Broils  was  re-elected  Mayor 
of  Fort  Worth — over  strong  competition;  and  Dr.  J.  Webb  Douglass 
of  Palastine  was  not  exactly  elected  Mayor,  but  one  of  the  Alder- 
men— next  thing  to  it. 

Doctor's  House  Burned. — We  much  regret  to  learn  that  the 
handsome  residence  of  Dr  T.  J.  Largen,  at  Lampasas,  was  entirely 
destroyed  by  fire  on  the  4th  inst., — caused,  it  is  supposed,  by  a  de- 
fective flue.    Insurance  only  $2,000;  loss  $3,500. 

Doctor's  Son  Married. — Mr.  Montrose  Burt,  eldest  son  of  the 
late  popular  Secretary  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  Dr. 
W.  J.  Burt,  was  married  at  Austin  on  the  4th  inst.,  to  Miss  Leontine 
Brunet. 

Mrs.  Vivian,  representing  the  manufacturing  house  of  J.  P. 
Bush  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  visited  Austin  recently,  introducing 
"  Bovinine  "  to  the  medical  profession.  She  is  a  cultivated  lady 
of  pleasing  address,  and  presents  the  subject  in  such  a  fascinating 
way  that  it  becomes  a  real  pleasure  to  buy  and  try  "Bovinine,"  the 
new  fluid  food  for  invalids.  Mrs.  Vivian  brings  letters  from  the 
leading  physicians  of  other  States,  and  we  commend  her  to  the  court- 
esy of  the  profession  in  Texas. 

A  Tabulated  report  of  Fourteen  Cases  of  Calculus  (cystic  and 
urethral),  by  Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers,  of  Memphis,  will  appear  in  the 
next  issue  of  the  Journal. 

Dr.  Gabe  Felder  has  removed  to  Colmesneil,  and  Dr.  Frank  M. 
D.  Hill,  from  Webberville  to  Dunbar,  Travis  county. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Letcher,  of  Lampasas,  is  at  the  Polyclinic,  and  like  a 
number  of  others  of  our  subscribers  who  don't  want  to  be  deprived 
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even  a  short  while,  of  the  visits  of  the  "  Star  "  Journal,  requests  it 
sent  to  him  in  New  York,  care  of  Prof.  Wyeth,  the  courteous  Sec- 
retary. (Wyeth  is  a  Southern  man — Arkansian,  we  believe — and 
was  once  a^steamboat's  physician,  so  we  have  heard.  Alas,  how 
are  the  mighty  risen! 

It  Tells  the  Tale. — Fairchild,  Brother  &  Foster,  of  New 
York,  one  of  our  whole-page  advertisers,  who  have  been  with  us 
from  the  beginning,  paying  an  increased  rate  each  year,  writes  us, 
under  date,  February  27,  1888: 

"  Our  Mr.  Holden,  traveling  in  Texas,  advises  us  that  he  believes 
that  the  bulk  of  the  trade  this  house  had  in  Texas,  previous  to  his 
visit,  was  largely  due  to  your  efforts  in  our  behalf,  and  to  our  adver- 
tisement in  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal." 

The  J.  P.  Bush,  Manufacturing  Co.,  2,  Barclay  street,  New 
York,  of  whom  we  say  as  of  the  above — writes  us  as  follows  :  Feb. 
22,  1888. 

"  Your  Journal  over  and  over  again  beats  all  the  publications 
of  the  sort,  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  in  enterprise  and 
vigor,  and  is  worthy  of  all  the  encomiums  that  are  showered  upon 
it ;  and  you  may  well  be  proud  of  its  great  success." 

[This  firm  has  advertised  in  the  Journal  two  years,  paying  50 
per  cent,  advance  the  present  year,  in  rate.  It  shows  that  advertis- 
ing pays,  or  they  wouldn't  do  it.] 

The  Subscribers,  in  remitting,  say,  about  as  follows — most  of 
them  something  nice  : 

"  I  am  much  pleased  with  the  Journal,  and  must  have  it.  Much 
success  to  you,  and  it;  and  all  Texas  physicians  should  subscribe 
for,  and  support  so  creditable  a  home  journal."  F.  M.  S. 

11  I  find  I  cannot  get  along  in  my  business  without  Daniel's 
Texas  Medical  Journal,  so  I  send  along  the  $2.00  for  another 
year.  May  it  ever  continue  to  be  what  it  is,  and  has  been  in  the 
past, — a  true  exponent  of  an  honorable  scientific  profession.  Success 
to  you  !"  Yours,  etc., 

C.  C.  F. 

Self- Castration. — Drv  R.  H.  Boland,  in  Southern  Medical 
Journal,  reports  a  case  of  self-castration,  for  seminal  emissions. 
The  patient  recovered,  and  was  cured. 
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Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Lungs,  by  James  R.  Learning.,  M. 
D.,  Emeritus  Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Chest  and  Physical 
Diognosis  in  the  New  York  Polyclinic  ;  and  President  of  the 
Faculty,  Special  Consulting  Physician  in  Chest  Diseases,  St. 
Luke's  Hospital,  New  York,  etc.  Second  edition  revised  and 
corrected. 

The  author  of  this  treatise  has  made  the  diseases  of  the  heart 
and  lungs  his  special  study  for  many  years.  His  careful  investiga- 
tions as  a  Practitioner  and  Professor  in  New  York,  his  observations 
in  Public  Hospitals  and  private  consultations  were  occasionally 
embodied  in  papers,  read  before  the  Academy  of  Medicine  or 
published  in  Medical  Journals.  These  having  been  discussed,  the 
views  presented  being  sometimes,  modified,  strengthened  or  con- 
firmed, were  afterwards  tested  and  in  their  revision,  are  given  to 
the  profession  in  this  permanent  form. 

The  book  is  therefore  submitted  to  the  profession  as  a  valuable 
contribution  to  the  fuller  knowledge  and  treatment  of  diseased  or 
abnormal  conditions  of  the  cardiac  and  respitory  system.  In  one 
large  octav  volume,  300  pages.  Price,  $2.75,  E.  B.  Treat,  Publisher, 
771  Broadway,  New  York. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin.  By  John  V. 
Shoemaker,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Skin  Diseases,  in  the 
Medico-Chirurgical  College  and  Hospital  of  Philadelphia.  Phy- 
sician to  the  Philadelphia  Hospital  for  diseases  of  the  skin,  etc., 
etc.  D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  N.  Y.,  publishers,  1888,  p.  632,  royal 
octavo,  cloth. 

The  name  of  the  publishers  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  the  me- 
chanical appearance  of  the  work. 

The  volume  contains  about  600  pages,  well  printed  in  large, 
clear  type,  and  is  illustrated  with  a  number  of  fine  colored  plates. 

The  extensive  experience  the  author  has  had  in  this  particular 
branch,  renders  him  competent  to  get  out  a  book  of  the  highest 
practical  value  to  physicians  and  students. 

A  noticable  and  commendable  feature  of  Prof.  Shoemaker's 
work  is  the  omitting  of  many  cumbrous  technicalities  which  only 
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mislead  and  confuse  the  student,  and  substituting  therefor  words 
and  phrases  well  understood  and  fully  conveying  the  meaning  in- 
tended. 

The  author  modestly  disclaims  any  special  originality  for  the 
work  further  than  the  statement  of  the  relative  effects  and  values 
of  numerous  agents  tested  by  him  in  his  many  years  of  clinical 
experince  in  the  treatment  of  skin  diseases.  It  is  a  valuable  work, 
and  its  weak  point,  if  it  has  one,  is  in  its  polytherapy. 

The  Prescription.  Therapeutically,  Pharmaceutically  and  Gram- 
matically considered.  By  Professor  O.  A.  Wall,  M.  D.,  Ph.  G.,. 
Professor  of  materia  medica  and  botany  in  the  St.  Louis  College 
of  Pharmacy. — Professor  of  Pharmacy  in  the  Missouri  Medical 
College,  etc.,  etc.,  St.  Louis,  published  by  the  Aug.  Gast.  Bank 
Mote  Co.— 1888. 

Correct  prescription  writing  is  a  rare  accomplishment.  It  is  the 
best  index  to  a  medical  man's  attainments,  and  one  can  very  gen- 
erally estimate  a  physician's  status,  as  to  the  extent  of  his  cultivation 
by  his  prescriptions.  This  book  will  be  found  a  valuable  aid  and 
guide  to  the  acquirement  of  a  correct  style  in  writing  prescriptions.. 

Obstetric  Synopsis. — Physician's  and  Student's  Ready  Refer- 
ence Series.  By  John  S.  Stewart,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Ob- 
stetrics and  Chief  Assistant  in  the  Gynecological  Clinic  of  the 
Medico-Chirurgical  College  of  Philadelphia.  Published  by  F. 
Davis,  Philadelphia,  18S8. 

This  little  volumn  contains  188  pages  and  is  well  illustrated.  It 
is  especially  designed  to  assist  the  undergraduate  in  acquiring  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  this  department.  It  is  systematic  and  to- 
the  point. 

The  Three  Ethical  Codes.    Cloth,  55  pages,  postpaid,  50  cents. 

The  Illustrated  Medical  Journal  Co.,  Publishers,  Detroit,  Mich. 

In  this  little  book  is  reprinted  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  Araer- 
ioan  Medical  Association,  with  its  Constitution,  By-Laws  and  Or- 
dinances, brought  down  to  1888;  The  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  Amer- 
ican Institute  of  Homoeopathy  and  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  Na- 
tional Eclectic  Medical  Society.  Of  the  three  Codes,  that  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  is  the  longest,  and  that  of  the  Eclec- 
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tic  Society  is  the  shortest,  while  much  of  the  Homoeopathic  is 
strikingly  similar  to  that  of  the  first  mamed.  Altogether,  it  is  a 
handy  litile  book  for  reference  as  occasion  may  require. 

A  Manual  of  Medical  Jurisprudence,  with  reference  to  diseases 
and  injuries  of  the  nervous  system,  by  Allan  McLane  Hamilton, 
M.  D.;  with  illustrations.  New  York,  1887.  E.  B.  Treat,  779 
Broadway,  publisher.  Cloth,  boards,  price  $2.75. 
It  is  notorious  that  the  subject  of  which  this  book  treats  is  one 
which  is  too  much  neglected  by  the  medical  profession,  consider- 
ing the  frequency  with  which  physicians  are  placed  upon  the  stand, 
and  the  great  responsibility  there  resting  upon  them.  It  has  been 
said  in  our  hearing,  by  a  learned  judge,  that  "a  shrewd  lawyer  can 
prove  anything  by  the  doctors."  This  is  a  slur,  but  it  is  not  with- 
out some  foundation;  not  that  the  witnesses  are%  corrupt,  but  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  perhaps,  they  are  ignorant  of  medical  juris- 
prudence ;  and  especially  where  the  nervous  system  is  brought  into 
prominence.  There  is  no  doubt  that  courts  and  physicians  are 
often  deceived  by  designing  persons,  feigning  injury.  It  would  be 
well  if  every  physician,  who  expects  at  any  time  to  be  called  to  the 
witness  stand,  to  testify,  as  an  expert,  could  read  this  admirable 
work  of  Dr.  Hamilton.  His  experience  as  a  neurologist  enables 
him  to  speak  with  authority,  and  his  style  is  lucid  and  to  the  point. 
E.  B.  Treat,  the  publisher,  is  displaying  commendable  enterprise 
in  bringing  out  works  in  the  domain  of  medicine. 


Wearing  of  the  Gray:    Comprising  Personal  Portraits,  Scenes 
and  Adventures  of  the  Late  War. 

With  thrilling  narratives  of  the  daring  deeds,  dashing  charges 
toilsome  marches,  willing  sacrifices,  and  patient  sufferings  of  the 
"Boys  in  Gray";  interspersed  with  stirring  incidents  of  life  in  camp 
and  hospital,  and  many  important  events  hallowed  by  association 
with  the  gallant  dead.  By  John  Esten  Cooke,  formerly  of  General 
Stuart's  staff,  and  author  of  "Surrey  of  Eagle's  Nest,"  "Life  of 
Stonewall  Jackson,"  etc.  Illustrated.  E.  B.  Treat,  779  Broadway; 
Cincinnati  Publishing  Co.,  Cincinnati,  O.;  R.  C.  Treat,  Chicago. 
Royal  octavo;  cloth  and  boards;  600  pages. 

Wearing  of  the  Gray  has  already  taken  its  place  in  the  affections 
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of  the  Southern  people;  yet,  to  one  who  was  present,  and  person- 
ally familiar  with  some  of  the  scenes  and  incidents  described  in 
this  thrilling  work — familiar  with  localities  and  personally  ac- 
quainted with  the  heroes— it  has  a  charm  indescribable.  Poor 
Hardeman  Stuart,  he  was  our  friend  and  companion  and  mess- 
mate, ere  he  was  detailed  on  the  signal  corps.  A  tear  to  his  mem- 
ory. The  style  is  fascinating,  as  in  Surrey  of  Eagle's  Nest;  and 
one  can  scarcely  put  the  book  away  till  finished,  so  absorbing  it  is 
in  every  detail.    Price,  not  given. 

The  name  of  that  sterling  journal,  the  "Mississippi  Valley  Medi- 
cal Monthly,"  at  Memphis,  has  been  changed  to  the  Memphis 
Monthly  Medical  Journal. 

The  Brooklyn  Medical  Journal  is  the  latest  addition  to  the 
list,  we  believe,  of*  monthly  medical  publications.  It  presents  a 
handsome  appearance,  is  well  gotten  up,  and  evinces  vitality  enough 
to  stick.    Success  to  it. 

"The  Annals  of  Surgery,"  published  by  Chambers  &  Co.,  St. 
Louis,  has  been  added  to  our  exchange  list.  It  is  said  to  be  a  very 
"expensive"  publication — to  the  publishers —  but  it  is  destined  to 
do  a  world  of  good.  We  have  been  informed  that  it  boasts  a  sal- 
aried editor  in  London  and  one  in  St.  Louis.  Table  of  contents 
for  January  and  February  very  good — "fair  to  middling" — but 
nothing  extraordinary  ;  good  reading. 

The  Efficacy  of  Coca  Erythroxylon. — Notes  and  comments  by 
prominent  physicians.    Respectfully  submitted  to  the  medical 
profession.    Cloth,  gilt ;  Mariani,  publisher,  New  York  and  Paris. 
A  neat  little  volume  "submitted  as  an  evidence  of  the  esteem,  in 
which  'Vin  Mariani  Erythroxylon  Coca'  is  held,"  and  as  "an  an- 
swer to  the  many  venomous  imputations  of  would-be  competitors." 
Prof.  Fauvel  is  quoted  as  saying  "Coca  is  the  tonic  par  excellence" 
and  can  be  given  for  any  length  of  time  without  producing  consti- 
pation, an  effect  common  to  nearly  all  other  tonics. 

This  book  will  be  mailed  to  physicians  free,  on  application,  men- 
tioning this  Journal.  Address  Mariani  &  Co.,  127  5th  Avenue, 
New  York. 
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We  are  in  receipt  of  No.  i,  Vol.  i,  of  The  Climatologist,  a  quar- 
terly journal  of  sixty  odd  pages  of  first  class  reading  matter.  It  is 
published  at  Washington,  D.  C,  by  William  C.  Chase,  at  the  low 
price  of  50  cents  per  year. 

The  Climatologist  is  devoted  to  climatotherapy,  medical  geo- 
graphy, epidemiology,  demography,  preventive  medicine,  and  the 
investigation  of  mineral  springs  and  health  resorts. 

Government,  State,  town  and  county  health  reports — domestic 
climate — agricultural  climatology  and  chemistry — sanitary  engi- 
neering— public  and  private  water  and  gas  works  construction — 
irrigation — drainage — building,  etc.  It  has  seventy-four  of  the 
best  known  collaborators  in  this  country.  Judging  from  the  num- 
ber before  us,  it  is  a  grand  success  to  start  with. 

A  neat  pamphlet  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  State  Medi- 
cal Association  of  Florida,  at  St.  Augustine,  1887,  has  been  re- 
ceived. This  was  the  thirteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion. The  pamphlet  contains  between  40  and  50  pages,  on  which 
were  printed  the  roll  of  members,  72  ;  minutes  of  two  day's  meet- 
ing ;  the  prayer  of  the  Chaplain  ;  addresses  of  the  Mayor  and 
President,  and  two  papers  read  before  the  Association,  entitled  "The 
Indian  under  Medical  Observation,"  by  Dr.  Witt  Webb,  M.  D.,  of 
St.  Augustine,  and  "Was  it  Basilar  Miningitis,"  by  C.  J.  Kenworthy,. 
M.  D.,  M.  R.  S.  V.,  of  Jacksonville. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  profession  in  Florida  is  not  better 
organized.  The  last  proceedings,  however,  have  the  proper  ring,, 
and  the  meeting  for  1888  is  expected  to  be  better  attended. 


Advertisers'  Notices. 


Painless  Cathartic. — L.  L.  Gray,  M.  D.,  Central  City,  Mo.? 
says:  "As  a  carthatic,  I  find  Acid  Mannate  especially  adapted  to 
the  treatment  of  children,  being,  in  the  first  place,  pleasant  to  the 
taste.  It  is  well  borne  by  the  stomach,  and  its  action  is  as  certain 
as  it  is  painless.  In  short,  it  is  as  indispensable  as  a  cathartic  as 
quinine  is  for  malaria/' 


The  American  Institute  has  awarded  the  Medal  of  Superiority 
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to  the  Jerome  Kidder  Manufacturing  Company,  No.  820,  Broadway, 
New  York,  for  their  1887  exhibit  of  a  Electro-Medical  Apparatus 
and  Appliances  and  Instruments."  For  fifteen  years  the  Jerome 
Kidder  Machines  received  the  highest  awards  from  the  American 
Institute  over  all  competitors,  and  wherever  exhibited  in  compe- 
tition. 

Their  large,  elaborately  finished  Cabinet  Battery,  unique  in 
design,  attracted  much  attention. 


Phillips'  Emulsion  of  Cod  Liver  Oil,  by  reason  of  its  origin- 
ality and  distinctive  features  attracted  attention  on  its  introduction 
in  the  market.  It  has  stood  the  test  of  years,  gained  many  friends 
in  the  profession,  and  has  established  its  claims  to  minute  division, 
miscebility,  palatability,  ease  of  administration  and  assimilation. 
Physicians,  who  are  not  acquainted  with  this  preparation,  will  find 
it  worthy  their  investigation  and  trial. 


It  must  have  been  a  source  of  much  gratification  to  Messrs 
Fairchild,  Brother  &  Foster,  to  learn  that  the  celebrated  Prof.  Wm. 
Murrell  said,  in  a  public  lecture,  "of  all  the  preparations  of 
Pepsine  manufactured,  Fairchild's  is  the  best."  Such  an  endorse- 
ment of  an  American  pharmaceutical  product,  by  a  most  eminent 
and  distinguished  English  authority,  is  something  of  which  every 
American  should  be  proud.  We  congratulate  Messrs.  Fairchild, 
Brother  &  Foster. 


Iron  as  a  Tonic. — Iron,  (says  Le  Progress  Medicale)  is  one  of 
the  most  important  principles  of  the  organism,  and  the  only  metal 
the  presence  of  which  is  indispensable  to  the  maintainence  of  life. 
It  exists  in  all  parts  of  the  system,  but  nowhere  does  it  acquire 
such  importance  as  in  the  blood.  The  blood  of  a  person  in  good 
condition  contains  about  45  grs.  of  iron;  when  this  amount  is 
diminished  a  decline  takes  place — the  appetite  fails,  the  strength 
is  enfeebled,  and  the  blood  loses  its  fine  natural  color  and  quality. 
In  a  great  number  of  diseases,  such  as  Anaemia,  Chlorosis,  Hem- 
orrhages, Debility,  etc.,  it  sometimes  happens  that  the  blood  has 
lost  half  its  iron,  and  to  cure  these  diseases,  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  restore  to  the  blood  the  iron  which  it  lacks.    The  probtem 
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has  been  to  find  a  preparation  of  iron  in  the  proper  form  for  pene- 
trating the  organism  without  unduly  taxing  the  digestive  tract  or 
interfering  with  the  essential  qualities  of  the  gastric  juice.  A  pre- 
paration containing  iron  in  such  a  state  is  scientifically  prepared 
by  Wm.  R.  Warner  &  Co.  under  the  name  of  Pil.  Chalybeate.  It 
is  prepared  in  such  a  way  that  Carbonate  of  Potash  and  Sulphate 
of  Iron  are  compounded  so  that  they  do  not  combine  until  they 
are  taken  into  the  stomach:  there  the  reaction  takes  place,  and  the 
Proto-Carbonate  of  Iron  (Ferrous  Carbonate)  is  formed  without 
any  excess  of  air,  thus  forming  a  salt  which  is  quickly  assimilated, 
and  the  therapy  of  the  preparation  is  soon  shown  by  its  effects. 
It  will  be  found  in  taking  these  Pills  that  neither  constipation  nor 
other  ill  effects  will  result  from  their  use.  Samples  free  on  appli- 
cation.— Medical  Brief. 

Another  Pharmaceutical  Triumph. — The  chief  objection  to 
Cascara  Sagrada — an  admirable  tonic-laxative — and  much  used  in 
chronic  constipation,  has  heretofore  been  its  inherent  bitterness- 
In  some  cases,  also,  it  has  been  known  to  produce  griping,  but 
jarely.  Recently  a  certain  ferment  has  been  discovered  to  reside 
in  the  bark,  and  to  which  this  unpleasant  effect  is  doubtless  due. 
Park  Davis  &  Co.  have  succeeded  in  eliminating  this  principle,  as 
the  outcome  of  diligent  and  sustained  laboratory  researches,  thus 
doing  away  with  one  objection;  and  have  also  succeeded  in  making 
absolutely  tasteless  preparations  of  this  valuable  bark.  These 
facts  deserve  more  than  a  passing  notice,  and  physicians  who  are 
interested  can  obtain  full  information  on  the  subject,  and  speci- 
mens of  the  preparations,  by  addressing  Park  Davis  &  Co.,  De- 
troit, Mich. 

A  Bonanza  for  the  Prairies. — George  Pinney,  proprietor  of 
the  Evergreen  Nurseries,  Evergreen,  Door  county,  Wisconsin,  ships 
all  kinds  of  living  trees,  and  of  any  size,  to  any  distance,  and 
insures  success.  His  prices  are  marvelously  low  ;  we  cite,  from 
his  catalogue,  at  random,  prices  for  10,000  and  100,000  lots.  Think 
of  ordering  100,000  living  trees  with  growing  roots  for  fifty  dollars! 
and  setting  them  out  on  your  prairie  home.  We  ordered  one 
hundred  arbor  vitaes,  eight  inches  high,  price  twenty-Jive  cents ! 
{100,000  for  $75.)  Small  Fir  trees,  100,000  for  $100.00.  White 
Pine,  100,000  $75.00.  Spruce,  Elm,  Black  Walnut,  Hickory — all 
kinds  of  trees.  Cotton  Wood,  Maple,  Chestnut,  at  prices  which 
will  surprise  anyone;  and  the  freight  is  a  mere  bagatelle,  consider- 
ing the  quantity.    Write  for  catalogue,  and  mention  this  Journal. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Fil:  Chalybeate  Comp. 

(Warner  &  Co.) 

Nux  Vomica  is  added  as  an  ingredient  to  Pill  Chalybeate  to  in- 
crease the  tonic  effect  when  desired. 

COMPOSITION  OF  EACH  PILL: 

(Chalybeate  Mass.)    Carb.  Protoxide  of  Iron,  gr. 
Ext.  Nuc.  Vom.  gr.  1-6. 

DOSE. — 1  to  3  pills. 
Most  advantageously  employed  in  the  treatment  of  Anaemia, 
Chlorosis,  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Loss  of  Appetite,  etc. 

Pil:  Antiseptic 

(Warner  &  Co.) 

Each  pill  contains:  Sulphite  Soda,  1  gr.;  Salicylic  Acid,  1  gr.; 
Ext.  Nuc.  Vomica,  %  gr.  DOSE.— 1  to  3  pills. 
Pil.  Antiseptic  is  prescribed  with  great  advantage  in  cases  of 
Dyspepsia  attended  with  acid  stomach  and  enfeebled  digestion 
following  excessive  indulgence  in  eating  or  drinking.  It  is 
used  with  advantage  in  Rheumatism.  Per  100,  80  cts. 

Pil:  Antiseptic  Comp 

(Warner  &  Co.) 

Each  pill  contains:  Sulphite  Soda,  1  gr.;  Salicylic  Acid,  1 
gr.;  Ext.  Nuc.  Vomica,  1-8  gr.;  Powd.  Capsicum,  1-10  gr.;  Conc't 
Pepsin,  1  gr.    DOSE. — 1  to  3  pills. 

Pil.  Antiseptic  Comp.  are  prescribed  with  great  advantage  in 
cases  of  Dyspepsia,  Indigestion  and  malassimilation  of  food. 

--  INGLUVIN-- 

VENTRICTTLTJS  -callosus  -  GALLINACEUS 

A  POWDER:  Prescribed  in  the  same  manner,  dose  and  com- 
bination as  Pepsin,  used  in  all  cases  where  Pepsin  is  required 
with  superior  advantage. 

Agent:  J,  J.  TOBIN,  Austin,  Texas. 
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Vol.  3.  AUSTIN,  MAY,  1888.  No.  11. 

By  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  this  Journal  was  made  the  O  fficial  Organ  of  the 
Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


JDriginal  y^t reticles. 

.'^^CONTRIBUTED  EXCLUSIVELY  TO  THIS  JOURNAL.**^! 


TUe,  Articles  in  this  Department  are  accepted  and  published  with  the  understanding 
'Chat  we  are  not  re-ponUbU  for,  nor  do  we  indorse  the  views  and  opinions  of  the  writers 
'  b  y  so  doing.   

CIRCULATION  IN  THE  KIDNEY. 

By  Bat.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Wharton,  Texas. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

I hardly  expect  that  the  statements  which  I  here  make  will  be 
accepted  by  the  profession  without  some  degree  of  skepticism, 
yet  I  am  convinced  that,  if  those  versed  in  histology  will  give 
the  subject  their  careful  consideration,  and  examine  the  structure 
of  a  healthy  kidney  with  minute  care,  they  will  become  convinced 
of  the  error  of  our  earlier  anatomists.  For  many  years  we  have 
held  the  circulation  in  the  kidney  to  be  substantially  as  follows  : 
The  malpighian  bodies,  found  only  in  the  cortical  substance  of  the 
kidney,  are -small,  round  bodies,  of  a  deep  red  color,  averaging  in 
■diameter  1-120  of  an  inch.  Each  body  is  composed  of  a  vascular 
tuft,  inclosed  in  a  thin  membranous  capsule.  The  vascular  tuft 
•  consists  of  the  ramifications  of  a  minute  artery,  the  afferent  vessel, 
\which,  after ,piercing  the  capsule,  divides  in  a  radiated  manner  into 
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several  branches,  which  ultimately  terminate  in  a  finer  set  of  capil- 
laries. From  these  a  small  vein,  the  efferent  vessel,  proceeds: 
piercing  the  capsule  near  the  afferent  vessel,  it  forms,  with  other 
efferent  vessels,  a  close  plexus  around  neighboring  tubuli,  called  the 
tubular  plexus.  The  renal  artery  divides  into  four  or  five 
branches  which  enter  the  hilus  of  the  kidney,  being  invested  by 
sheaths  derived  from  the  fibrous  capsule.  They  penetrate  the  sub- 
stance of  the  organ  between  the  papillae,  and  enter  the  cortical 
substance  in  the  intervals  between  the  medullary  cones,  dividing 
and  subdividing  in  their  course  towards  the  bases  of  the  pyramids, 
forming  arches  by  their  anastomoses.  From  these  arches  numerous 
vessels  are  distributed  to  the  cortical  substance,  some  of  which, 
the  afferent  vessels,  enter  the  malpighian  corpuscles,  whilst  others 
form  a  network  of  capillaries  around  the  uriniferous  tubules. 

The  veins  commencing  upon  the  surface  of  the  organ  pass  in- 
ward, opening  into  larger  veins  around  the  bases  of  the  medullary 
•cones;  after  receiving  the  plexus  from  the  tubular  portion  they  ac- 
company the  branches  of  the  arteries  to  the  sinus  of  the  kidney, 
finally  uniting  to  form  a  single  vein,  which  terminates  in  the  in- 
ferior Vena  Cava.  That  this  view  of -the  anatomy  of  the  kidney? 
as  far  as  its  circulation  is  concerned,  should  have  been  accepted 
by  histologists  as  the  correct  one  without  dispute,  is  not  at  all 
strange,  considering  that  long  before  the  microscope  had  reached 
its  present  degree  of  perfection  this  supposed  fact  was  looked 
upon  as  sufficiently  well  established  not  to  warrant  investigators 
wasting  their  time  over  a  subject  acknowledged  by  them  as  already 
settled. 

The  afferent  vessel  is  a  small  artery,  possessing  all  the  charac- 
ters of  vessels  of  that  class;  the  so-called  capillaries  around  the 
Malpighian  bodies,  however,  are  not  capillaries  at  ally  but  small 
arteries.  We  have  only  to  compare  the  structure  of  an  arteriole  to 
that  of  a  capillary.  The  walls  of  a  capillary  vessel  consist  of  a 
fine,  transparent,  homogeneous  membrane,  in  which  are  imbedded, 
at  intervals,  minute  oval  corpuscles,  the  remains  of  the  nuclei  of 
the  cells  from  which  the  vessel  was  originally  formed.  In  the 
largest  capillaries  we  sometimes  find  a  trace  of  an  epithelial  lining, 
and  a  few  filaments  circularly  dispersed. 

Now,  the  structure  of  these  so-called  capillaries  differs  widely 
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from  that  just  described.  We  find,  upon  close  examination,  the 
internal  coat  of  these  vessels  to  consist  of  two  distinct  layers,  viz: 
A  single  layer  of  fusiform  shaped  epithelial  cells,  generally  with 
round,  and  sometimes  oval  nuclei,  and  a  transparent,  colorless, 
shining  membrane,  perforated  with  small  elongated  apertures,  the 
well  known  fenestrated  membrane  of  Henle.  The  elastic  layer  in 
these  arterioles  is  very  delicate,  but  the  epithelium  can  be  plainly 
seen. 

The  so-called  efferent  vessel  is  not  a  vein,  but  an  arteriole  pos- 
sessing the  same  structure  and  character  as  the  afferent  vessel. 
The  network  of  capillaries  found  roundthe  uriniferous  tubules  are 
true  capillaries,  their  structure  differing  materially  from  that  of  the 
vessels  in  the  first  network  belonging  to  the  Malpighian  bodies. 

If  we  consider  the  large  size  of  the  renal  artery  and  the  small 
size  of  the  organ  which  it  supplies,  together  with  the  large  amount 
of  blood  carried  to  the  kidneys,  (over  two  thousand  pounds  in 
twenty-four  hours),  we  may  be  able  to  account  for  this  seeming 
anomally  in  the  circulation  of  the  kidney.  The  renal  arteries 
arise  from  the  sides  of  the  Aorta,  just  below  the  superior  Mesenteric 
artery,  and  are  directed  outward,  forming  nearly  a  right  angle  with 
the  Aorta,  and  enter  the  kidney  after  having  been  divided  into 
four  or  five  branches.  Now,  with  every  contraction  of  the  left 
ventricle  a  pressure  of  two  and  one  half  to  nearly  three  pounds  is 
exerted.  In  the  descending  Aorta  about  the  origin  of  the  renal 
arteries,  the  pressure  is  from  one  and  seven  eighths  to  two  and  one 
fourths  pounds.  The  renal  arteries  are  very  short,  and  of  large 
calibre,  and  for  that  reason  they  are  subdivided  into  the  four  or 
five  branches,  as  mentioned  above,  before  entering  the  kidney, 
thereby  diminishing  the  pressure.  This,  however,  is  not  sufficient, 
for  such  a  pressure  would  prove  too  great  lor  vessels  of  so  weak  a 
structure  as  those  of  the  capillary  system,  consequently  the  afferent 
vessels  break  up  into  a  network  of  smaller  arteries,  relieving  the 
pressure  by  offering  a  larger  surface  to  the  volume  of  blood,  and 
thereby  retarding  its  flow. 

In  order  to  make  a  thorough  and  satisfactory  examination  the 
section  should  be  cut  as  thin  as  possible,  with  a  very  sharp  razor. 
After  placing  the  specimen  on  the  slide,  a  drop  or  two  of  water 
should  be  added.    The  object  glass  used  in  these  examinations 
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should  have  a  rather  high  angular  aperture.  The  investigator  will 
derive  much  more  satisfaction  if,  instead  of  using  a  mirror  in  work 
of  this  kind,  he  will  use  the  prism,  the  latter  bringing  the  object 
out  in  bold  relief,  while  the  mirror  causes  only  a  flat  picture  to  be 
presented. 


Note  i. — This  subject  was  first  called  to  my  attention  by  my 
former  preceptor,  Dr.  H.  D.  Schmidt,  of  New  Orleans,  formerly 
Professor  of  Physiology  at  the  New  Orleans  School  of  Medicine, 
at  present  Pathologist  of  the  Charity  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Note  2. — In  the  axilla  of  the  common  Sloth,  (Bradypus 
tridactylus,)  we  find  a  somewhat  similar  arrangement  of  the  blood 
vessels,  viz:  The  axillary  artery  breaks  up  into  a  large  number  of 
small  arteries,  which  anastomosing  with  each  other,  eventually 
come  together  to  form  the  brachial  artery. 

May  5,  1888. 


YPHLITIS,   strictly   speaking   as  we  have  it  from  our  best 


1  scientists,  is  a  disease  limited  to  affections  of  the  caecum  and 
Its  appendix  vermiformis,  and  its  allied  affections  or  complications 
show  especial  predilection  for  the  male  sex,  although  the  re- 
searches of  some  of  our  best  scientists  show  that  the  disease  pre- 
eminently affects  the  bloom  of  life.  One  of  our  contributors  to 
medical  literature,  of  eminence  in  the  scientific  investigation  cf 
this  disease,  claims  that  affections  of  the  vermiform  appendix  have 
hitherto  received  only  step-motherly  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the 
anatomists  and  clinicians  (Krassald),  as  anatomy  shows  that  the 
walls  of  this  organ  are  so  sparsely  endowed  with  muscular  tissue 
as  to  render  it  unable  to  expel  any  foreign  accumulation  that 
might  enter  it  through  the  comparatively  stagnant  reservoir,  the 
csecum.  This  fact  being  known,  with  the  comparative  uselessness 
of  this  structure  has  led  some  eminent  medical  men  to  consider 
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the  vermiform  appendix  with  the  significant  appellation  of  a 
''death  trap." 

However,  as  I  feel  unable  to  attempt  to  throw  any  light  on  this 
affection  which  is  only  of  modern  recognition,  I  will  proceed  to  re- 
port the  case  that  came  under  my  observation,  as  it  might  interest 
some  reader  of  your  Journal. 

Mr.  S.,  lawyer  by  profession,  came  to  my  office  April  6th.  to 
consult  me  in  reference  to  a  severe  pain  that  he  had  been  suffer- 
ing with  for  some  time,  located  in  right  illiac  region.  Upon  ex- 
amination by  palpation  and  percussion,  I  very  soon  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  I  had  a  typical  case  of  typhelitis,  or  an  impaction 
in  the  vermiform  appendix.  Mr.S.  informed  me  that  while  in  Austin, 
April  1st,  attending  to  some  legal  business,  and  during  the  time  that 
he  was  making  an  argument  on  a  case  he  had  before  the  court,  he 
was  attacked  with  a  very  acute  pain  in  the  right  illiac  region,  the 
pain  increasing  so  rapidly  that  he  was  unable  to  finish  his  speech. 
Consequently  sought  medical  aid  for  the  alleviation  of  the  agoniz- 
ing pain  that  he  was  suffering.  After  opiates  were  administered, 
and  other  treatment  given  him  by  his  medical  attendant,  necessary 
for  the  time  being,  he  returned  home,  with  an  occasional  paroxys- 
mal pain  in  the  right  iiliac  region.  I  at  once  suggested  irrigation 
of  the  bowel,  first  using  warm  water  and  castile  soap,  removing  at 
each  evacuation  small  quantities  of  hard  fecal  matter  and  mucus. 
After  several  irrigations  I  decided  it  might  be  a  better  plan  to  use 
an  oleaginous  preparation  as  a  lubricator.  I  slipped  over  the  end 
of  an  Alpha  syringe  tube  an  English  rubber  catheter.  Oiling  it 
well,  I  passed  it  up  to  the  arch  of  the  colon,  throwing  through  the 
gum  catheter  a  ten  grain  solution  muriate  coeaine,  waiting  fully 
twenty  minutes  before  injecting  the  olive  oil.  The  bowel  now 
being  thoroughly  cocainized,  I  placed  the  patient  in  the 
knee  and  chest  position,  in  order  that  the  oil  might 
come  in  direct  contact  with  the  inpaction.  Having  every- 
thing in  readiness,  I  began  gently  injecting  the  oil,  using- 
fully  three  quarts  of  warm  olive  oil,  at  a  temperature  of 
about  90  degrees  F.  I  had  no  trouble  in  getting  in  the  bowel  a 
sufficient  quantity  to  distend  the  organ  beyond  its  then  present 
capacity,  and  to  myself  and  patient's  greatest  satisfaction  the 
evacuation  of  the  oil,  after  remaining  in  the  bowel  fully  thirty-five 
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or  forty  minutes,  was  followed  by  large  quantities  of  grape  seeds 
and  preserved  citron  and  English  peas,  seemingly  in  a  natural 
state  of  preservation.  Patient  cannot  call  to  memory  eating 
grapes  since  last  spring,  1887,  nor  any  English  peas  since  last  fall, 
but  ate  heartily  of  fruit  cake  last  Christmas,  containing  citron, 
with  the  other  necessary  ingredients  usually  in  such  luxuries. 
Patient  now  is  convalescing  rapidly,  and  all  irritation  in  the 
locality  of  the  appendix  vermiformis  is  giving  away.  The  above 
treatment,  with  an  occasional  dose  of  mag.  sulphas,  grs.  xx.  was 
all  I  did. 


THE  INFLUENCE  OF  HEREDITY 


In  the  Production  of  Crime  and  the  Punishment  of  Hereditary  or 
Confirmed  Criminals. 


[Prize  Essays  Gross  Medical  College.] 


By  IV.  M.  YandelL,  M.  D. 

Heredity,  "the  biological  law  by  which  living  beings  tend  to  re- 
peat themselves  in  their  decendants,"  or,  "the  transmission  of  the 
psychical  and  physical  qualities  of  parents  to  their  offspring,"  has, 
in  its  influence  on  crime,  been  studied  and  written  of  by  a  number 
of  able  men,  but  if  their  conclusions  have  been  acted  upon  by  any 
law  making  body  in  this  country  I  am  unaware  of  it. 

Even  a  cursory  knowledge  of  this  law  in  relation  to  crime,  leads 
irresistibly  to  the  conclusion  that  our  laws  are  radically  wrong  in 
conception  in  regard  to  the  punishment  of  the  hereditary  criminal 
class. 

It  is  not  within  the  scope  of  this  paper  to  more  than  glance  at 
the  salient  points  of  the  subject,  a  systematic  exposition  not  being 
thought  of;  and  I  shall  endeavor,  as  far  as  possible,  to  con- 
fine myself  to  heredity  in  connection  with  crime,  its  influence  in 
the  production  of  the  consumptive,  scrofulous,  cancerous  and  other 
dyscrasise  being  eliminated,  except  incidentally. 

The  great  difficulty  that  I  encounter  is,  not  in  finding  sufficient 
data  on  which  to  base  my  conclusions,  but  in  compressing  within 
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the  limits  of  an  essay,  hurriedly  prepared,  the  interesting  facts  that 
I  have  gleaned  from  the  best  sources. 

It  will  not  be  denied,  that  while  "some  families  are  characterized 
by  such  virtues  as  business  integrity,  truthfulness,  temperance  and 
frugality,  others  are  equally  marked  by  dishonesty,  mendacity, 
drunkenness  and  prodigality,  and  that  vicious  and  criminal  pro- 
pensities recur  in  some  families  as  a  rule,  with  some  exceptions* 
and  in  varying  degrees  of  depravity."  A  low  standard  of  morality 
and  intelligence  is  the  rule,  but  to  this  there  are  numerous  excep- 
tions. 

A  most  remarkable  example  of  the  form  of  heredity  under  con- 
sideration "has  been  traced  through  six  generations,  by  Dr.  Dug- 
dale,  in  the  decendants  of  a  depraved  woman  named  Margaret 
Jakes.  Of  seven  hundred  and  nine  individuals,  the  great  majority 
consisted  of  murderers,  thieves,  prostitutes  and  idiots." 

FTom  Wharton  and  Stille  I  get  the  following  :  "Nothing.,'  says 
Mr.  Hill  in  his  work  on  crime,  "has  been  more  clearly  proved  than 
that  crime  is,  to  a  considerable  extent,  hereditary."  He  adduces 
numerous  cases  in  confirmation  of  the  fact.  One  of  the  most  strik- 
ing applies  to  the  families  of  three  brothers,  containing  together 
fifteen  members.  Of  these  no  fewer  than  fourteen  were  utterers  of 
base  coin,  while  the  fifteenth,  who  appeared  to  be  an  exception  to 
his  kindred,  was  at  last  detected  setting  fire  to  his  own  household, 
which  he  had  insured  for  four  time  its  value.  "Suppose  each  of 
these  uttering  base  coin  to  have  passed  only  one  piece  a  day,  and 
to  have  had  a  career  of  five  years  duration,  (which  there  is  reason 
to  believe  is  about  the  average,)  no  fewer  than  twenty  thousand  of- 
fences might  have  been  prevented  by  removing  the  three  brothers 
permanently  from  society,  before  they  became  fathers  of  families." 
The  disposition  to  commit  crime  is  often  unquestionably  an  incur- 
able form  of  insanity  ;  hence,  we  read  of  persons  who  are  all  their 
lives  criminals,  and  only  terminate  one  term  of  imprisonment  to 
commence  another.  The  ca?e  of  a  woman  is  cited  by  Mr.  Hill 
who  continued  in  a  career  of  crime  for  twenty-five  years ;  and  also 
■of  another  woman,  fifty  years  of  age,  who  had  already  been  in 
prison  sixty-seven  times.  Furthermore  he  refers  to  a  woman  who 
had  been  in  the  police  cells,  in  Edinburgh,  at  least  one  thousand 
times,  chiefly  for  acts  of  violence." 
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"But  it  should  not  be  forgotten,  that  unless  there  be  hereditary- 
insanity,  mere  hereditary  tendency  to  crime  is  no  more  a  defense 
to  crime,  than  is  the  doctrine  of  hereditability  of  sin/' 

"Dr.  Steinau  in  his  essay  on  hereditary  disease,  mentions  a  very 
interesting  incident,  bearing  on  this  point.  "When  I  was 
a  boy,  there  lived  in  my  town  an  old  man  named  P.,  who  was 
such  an  inveterate  thief  that  he  went  in  the  whole  town  by  that 
name  j  people  speaking  of  him  used  no  other  appellation  but  that 
of  "the  thief,''  and  everybody  then  knew  who  was  meant.  Chil- 
dren and  common  people  were  accustomed  to  call  him  by  that 
name,  even  in  his  presence,  as  if  they  knew  not  his  other  name., 
and  he  bore  it  to  a  certain  degree  with  much  good  natural  forbear- 
ance. It  was  customary  for  the  tradesmen  and  dealers  who  fre- 
quented the  annual  fair  in  the  place,  to  enter  into  a  formal  treaty/ 
with  him  ;  that  is,  they  gave  him  a  trifling  sum  of  money,  for  which 
he  engaged  not  only  not  to  touch  their  property  himself,  but  even 
to  guard  it  against  other  thieves.  A  son  of  this  P.,  named  Charles,, 
afterwards  lived  in  !>.,  during  my  residence  there.  He  was  respect- 
ably married  and  carried  on  a  profitable  trade,  which  supported 
him  handsomely.  Still,  he  could  not  help  committing  many  rob- 
beries, quite  without  necessity,  and  merely  from  an  irresistible  in- 
clination. He  was  several  times  arrested  and  punished  the  con- 
sequence was  that  he  lost  his  credit  and  reputation,,  by  which  he 
was  at  last  actually  ruined.  He  died  while  still  a  young  man,  in 
the  house  of  correction  at  Sp.,  where  he  had  been  confined  for  his 
last  robbery.  A  son  of  this  Charles,  a  grandson  of  the  above 
mentioned  and  notorious  P.,  in  my  native  town,  lived  in  the  house 
where  I  resided.  In  his  earliest  youth  before  he  was  able  to  dis- 
tinguish between  good  and  evil,  the  disposition  to  stealing  and  the 
ingenuity  of  an  expert  thief,  began  already  to  develop  themselves 
in  him.  When  about  three  years  old  he  stole  all  kind  of  eatables 
within  his  reach,  although  he  had  plenty  to  eat  and  needed  only  to 
ask  for  whatever  he  wanted.  He  therefore  was  unable  to  eat  all 
he  had  taken,  nevertheless  he  took  it  and  distributed  it  among  his* 
playfellows.  When  playing  with  them  some  of  their  playthings 
frequently  disappeared  in  a  moment,  and  he  contrived  to  conceai 
them  for  days,  often  for  weeks,  with  a  slyness  and  sagacity  remark- 
able for  his  age.    When  about  five  years  old  he  began  to  steal  cop- 
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per  coins  ;  and  at  the  age  of  six  years  he  began  to  know  something 
of  the  value  of  money  and  he  looked  out  for  silver  pieces  ;  and  in* 
his  eighth  year  he  only  contented  himself  with  larger  coins,  and 
proved  to  be  on  public  promenades  an  expert  pick-pocket. 

He  was  early  apprenticed  to  learn  a  trade,  but  his  master  being 
continually  robbed  by  him,  soon  dismissed  him.  This  was  the  case 
with  several  other  tradesmen,  till  at  last,  in  his  fourteenth  year,  he 
was  committed  to  the  house  of  correction." 

Maudsly  says,  in  '-Body  and  Mind":  "The  observations  of  intel- 
ligent prison  surgeons  are  tending  more  and  more  to  prove  that  a. 
considerable  portion  of  criminals  are  weak-minded  or  epileptic  or 
come  of  families  in  which  insanity,  epilepsy,  or  some  other  neuro- 
sis, exists.  Mr.  Thompson,  surgeon  to  the  general  prison  of  Scot- 
land, has  gone  so  far  recently  as  to  express  his  conviction  that  the 
principal  business  of  prison  surgeons  must  always  be  with  mental 
defects,  or  diseases  ;  that  the  diseases  and  causes  of  death  among, 
the  prisoners  are  chiefly  of  the  nervous  system  ;  and  in  fine,  that 
the  treatment  of  crime  is  a  branch  of  psychology.  He  holds  that 
there  is  among  criminals  a  distict  and  incurable  criminal  classr 
marked  by  peculiar  low  physical  and  mental  characteristics  ;  that 
crime  is  hereditary  in  the  families  of  criminals  belonging  to  this 
class,  and  that  this  hereditary  crime  is  a  disorder  of  the  mind,  hav- 
ing close  relations  of  nature  and  descent  to  epilepsy,  dipsomania,, 
insanity  and  other  forms  of  degeneracy." 

"Such  criminals  are  really  morbid  varieties  and  often  exhibit 
marks  of  physical  degeneration — spinal  deformities,  cleft  palate,, 
stammering,  imperfect  organs  of  speech,  hare-lip,  club-foot,  deaf- 
ness, paralysis,  epilepsy  and  scrofula." 

Moreau  relates  a  striking  case,  which  is  of  interest  as  indicat- 
ing the  alliance  between  morbid  or  degenerate  varieties  and  which 
I  may  quote  here  :  "Mrs.  D.,  aged  32  years.  Her  grandfather  kepr 
an  inn  at  the  time  of  the  great  French  revolution,  and  during  the 
Reign  of  Terror  he  had  profited  by  the  critical  situation  in  which 
many  nobles  of  the  department  found  themselves,  to  get  them 
secretly  into  his  house,  where  he  was  believed  to  have  robbed  and 
murdered  them.  His  daughter  who  was  in  his  secrets,  having 
quarreled  with  him,  denounced  him  to  the  authorities,  but  he  es- 
caped conviction  from  the  want  of  proofs.    She  subsequently  com- 
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mitted  suicide.  One  of  her  brothers  had  nearly  murdered  her  with 
a  knife  on  one  occasion,  and  another  brother  hanged  himself.  Her 
sister  was  epileptic,  imbecile  and  paroxysmally  violent.  Her 
daughter,  after  swimming  in  the  head,  noises  in  the  ears,  flashes 
before  the  eyes,  ^became  deranged,  fancying  that  people  were  plot- 
ting against  her,  purchasing  arms  and  barricading  herself  in  her 
room,  and  was  finally  put  in  an  asylum. 

Thus,  there  were,  in  different  members  of  this  family,  crime, 
.melancholia,  epilepsy,  suicide  and  mania.  Need  we  wonder  at  it? 
The  moral  element  is  an  essential  element  of  a  sound  and  com- 
plete character  ;  he  who  is  destitute  of  it,  being  to  that  extent  un- 
questionably a  defective  being,  is  therefore  on  the  road  to,  or 
marks  race  degeneracy,  and  it  is  not  a  matter  of  much  wonder  that 
his  children  should,  when  better  influences  do  not  intervene  to 
check  the  morbid  tendency,  exhibit  a  further  degree  of  degeneracy 
and  be  actual  morbid  varieties.  I  think  that  no  one  who  has 
rstuddied  closely  the  causation  of  insanity  will  question  this  mode 
of  production. 

"It  is  an  indisputable  although  extreme  fact,  that  certain  human 
.beings  are  born  with  such  a  native  deficiency  of  mind  that  all  the 
training  and  education  in  the  world  will  not  raise  them  to  the 
height  of  brutes ;  and  I  believe  it  to  be  not  less  true,  that  in  con- 
sequence of  evil  ancestral  influences,  individuals  are  born  with 
•such  a  flaw  or  warp  of  nature  that  all  the  care  in  the  world  will 
not  prevent  them  from  being  vicious  or  criminal,  or  becoming  in- 
sane. Education,  it  is  true,  may  do  much,  and  the  circumstances 
of  life  may  do  much,  but  we  cannot  forget  that  the  foundation  on 
which  the  acquisitions  of  education  must  rest  are  not  acquired, 
but  inherited.  No  one  can  escape  the  tyranny  of  his  organization; 
no  one  can  elude  the  destiny  that  is  innate  in  him,  and  which  un- 
consciously and  irresistibly  shapes  his  ends,  even  when  he  believes 
that  he  is  determining  them  with  consummate  foresight  and  skill." 

The  foregoing  interesting  facts  I  have  selected  from  a  great 
number,  but  they  are  amply  sufficient  to  base  the  argument  on  for 
a  radical  change  in  the  treatment  of  incurably  insane  or  irretrieva- 
bly vicious  criminals. 

The  paramount  object  in  the  punishment  of  crime  being  the 
protection  of  society,  reformation  of  the  criminal  secondary,  it 
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follows  that  where  there  can  be  no  reformation,  the  only  end  in 
view  must  be  the  protection  of  society. 

That  society  is  protected  by  the  temporary  confinement  of  pro- 
fessional thieves,  released  at  the  end  of  their  terms  to  re-commence 
the  commission  of  crimes,  is  not  true,  except  for  their  terms  of  im- 
prisonment. 

If  society  is  not  protected,  and  the  reformation  of  such  crim- 
inals is  hopeless,  it  follows  that,  except  for  the  example  in  de- 
terring others  from  crime,  such  punishment  is  purely  vindictive — 
a  thing  not  in  accord  with  the  enlightened  spirit  of  the  age. 

If  the  proposition  that  the  protection  of  society  is  the  para- 
mount object  in  the  punishment  of  crime  be  correct,  it  matters  not 
whether  the  inherited  "irresistible  inclination  to  the  commission 
of  crime  quite  without  necessity"  be  a  form  of  insanity  or  not. 

Whether  incurably  insane  or  irretrieveably  vicious,  the  only 
reasonable  treatment  is  permanent  removal  from  society,  where 
they  can  neither  prey  upon  society  nor  propagate  their  species. 

Again  such  punishment  promises  well  in  its  effect  on  the  "transi- 
tory mania,"  or,  as  it  is  commonly  known,  the  "insanity  dodge" 
of  murderers.  Just  why  the  hereditary  thief  should  be  debarred 
from  pleading  "transitory  mania,"  unless  it  is  that  he  is  unable 
to  pay  for  expert  testimony  and  first-class  legal  advice,  is  not 
plain. 

Certainly,  if  a  man  who  in  a  fit  of  jealousy  shoots  down  a  poor 
prostitute  is  possessed  of  a  "transitory  frenzy,"  he  is  liable  to  a 
recurrence  of  the  attack  at  any  time;  he  is  incurable,  and  should 
be  confined  for  life. 

Murder  should  be  made  odious  as  petty  thievery  is,  and  its 
punishment  as  certain ;  the  certainty,  not  the  severity  of  punish- 
ment being  valuable  as  an  example. 

If  I  have  clearly  indicated  the  salient  points  on  which  I  would 
base  an  argument,  I  have  accomplished  all  that  I  hoped  for  in  the 
limits  of  this  essay. 
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j^ORRESFONDENCE. 


A  NEWSY  LETTER  FROM  SAN   ANTONIO— THE  NEW  MEDICAL 

COLLEGE,  ETC. 


Editor  Daniel 's  Texas  Medical  Jouitial : 

I  have  seen  numerous  scientific  articles  in  your  journal  from 
members  of  the  profession  in  San  Antonio,  but  do  not  recol- 
lect ever  having  seen  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  "letter"  describing 
what  is  going  on  in  medical  circles  in  any  of  our  Texas  cities. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  I  think  an  occasional  letter  from  some  of  the 
numerous  medical  gentlemen  who  write  for  your  most  excellent 
journal,  would  not  only  be  appropriate,  but  very  interesting.  Sup- 
pose now  when  we  sit  down  to  write  an  article  for  Daniel's  Jour- 
nal, instead  of  writing  on  "Typhoid  Fever,"  "Pneumonia,"  "Dys- 
entery," or  some  of  the  stereotype  diseases  of  which  we  are  all 
tired,  would  it  not  be  a  pleasant  diversion  to  describe  what  is  going 
on  in  professional  circles  in  our  own  neighborhoods  ?  I  think  sc? 
and  with  your  consent  propose  to  take  the  initiative,  if  others  will 
follow.  I  am  sure  we  can  make  it  an  interesting  feature  in  the  Jour- 
nal. San  Antonio  doctors,  I  know,  have  been  looked  upon  as  a 
reproach  to  the  medical  profession  of  the  State.  [News  to  us. — 
Ed.]  Many  hard  things  have  been  said  of  us;  we  have  been  classed 
as  "fifty  cent  doctors";  that  it  was  a  "stand-off"  between  us  and 
the  mid-wives,  in  our  charges  for  attending  obstetrical  cases,  etc. 
While  some  of  this  in  the  past  was  perhaps  true,  and  there  may  be 
a  few  of  the  "fifty  cent  fellows"  left,  yet  of  late  a  very  material 
change  has  taken  place  among  us,  regarding  charges. 

A  few  months  ago  the  West  Texas  Medical  Association  took  the 
fee  bill  business  in  hand,  established  a  code  of  fees,  which  was 
signed  by  each  and  every  member  of  the  Association;  printed 
copies  were  furnished  for  office  use,  and  now  I  believe  the  fee  bill 
is  adhered  to  by  the  great  majority  of  the  physicians  when  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  patient  will  allow  his  being  charged  a  fair  fee. 

San  Antonio  has  a  population  of  about  45,000  souls,  which  is 
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perhaps  about  equally  divided  among  Americans,  Germans  and 
Mexicans.  To  attend  to  the  medical  wants  of  this  population  we 
have  about  thirty  regular  physicians,  four  Homoeopaths,  and  five 
•or  six  Eclectics  and  irregulars. 

The  West  Texas  Medical  Association,  perhaps  one  of  the  largest 
local  Societies  in  the  State,  meets  bi-monthly  in  this  city.  About 
•sixty  members  are  on  its  rolls,  including  those  in  the  city  and  from 
adjoining  counties.  Drs.  F.  Herff  and  F.  Terrell  are  respectively 
President  and  Secretary. 

We  have  recently  welcomed  to  our  professional  ranks  in  San 
Antonio,  Dr.  E.  Cross,  late  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.  Dr.  Cross  has 
for  a  number  of  years  practiced  gynaecology  as  a  specialty.  He 
has  formed  a  co-partnership  with  Dr.  A.  Graves,  and  has  estab- 
lished an  Infirmary  for  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  females,  which 
is  meeting  with  deserved  success.  Dr.  C.  is  a  pleasant  gentleman 
and  an  accomplished  physician,  and  is  quite  an  accession  to  our 
local  fraternity. 

At  the  last  election  held  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  Dr.  P. 
W.  Johns  was  chosen  County  Physician.    A  good  selection. 

While  en  route  to  California  for  the  benefit  of  his  wife's  health, 
Dr.  Robert  Battey,  of  Rome,  Ga.,  stopped  over  in  San  Antonio  for 
a  few  days  to  recuperate.  Dr.  Battey  visited  our  Association  and 
gave  a  graphic  account  of  Batty's  operation  and  his  method  of 
performing  it.  While  in  the  city  Dr.  Batty  performed,  by  request, 
an  Oophorectomy,  the  patient  recovering. 

The  University  which  is  to  be  established  in  San  Antonio,  has 
become  an  assured  fact,  and  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  a  Medical  Department  was  decided  upon,  and  the 
following  gentlemen  confirmed  as  a  Faculty  : 

J.  V.  Spring,  M.  D.,  Dean,  Professor  Ophthalmology  and  Otoiogy. 

F.  Herff,  M.  D.,  and  Geo.  Cupples,  M.  D.,  Professors  Surgery. 

M.  K.  Taylor,  M.D.,  U.  S.  A.  (Retired),  Professor  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine  and  Hygiene. 

T.  R.  Chew,  M.  D.,  Professor  Obstetrics. 

J.  Braunnagel,  M.  D.  Professor  Anatomy. 

F.  Terrell,  A.  B.,  M.  D.,  (Harvard,)  Professor  Physiology. 

A.  Herri,  M.  D.  Professor  Clinical  Surgery. 

S.  T.  Lowry,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Professor  Clinical  Medicine. 
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C.  E.  R.  King,  M.  D.,  Professor  Materia  Medica  and  Thera- 
peutics. 

R.  Menger,  M.  D.,  Professor  Pathology  and  Histology. 
E.  Cross,  M.  D.,  Professor  Gynaecology. 

P.  W.  Johns,  M.  D.,  Professor  Dermatology  and  Venereal  Dis- 
eases. 

D.  Berry,  M.  D.,  Demonstor  of  Anatomy. 

E.  S.  Carothers,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  Pathology  and  Histology- 
J.  P.  Oldham,  M.  D.,  Assistant  in  Gynaecology. 

Geo.  H.  Kalteyer,  Professor  Chemistry. 
Geo.  Schmidt,  Assistant  in  Chemistry. 

F.  Terrell,  M.  D.,  Secretary  of  Faculty. 

On  account  of  the  length  which  my  letter  has  already  reached,. 
I  will  refrain  from  speaking  of  the  relative  merits  or  demerits  of 
San  Antonio  as  a  location  for  a  medical  school.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that  its  Faculty  is  the  strongest  that  could  be  gotten  together  out 
of  any  one  city  in  the  State,  some  of  its  members  having  a  repu- 
tation which  is  not  limited  by  any  means  to  Texas  alone. 

Its  curriculum  will  be  equal  to  any  medical  school  in  the  coun- 
try. Its  backers  are  men  of  wealth  and  ability.  Clinical  advan- 
tages will  be  ample,  and  with  other  inducements  that  the  largest 
city  in  the  State  can  afford,  the  Medical  Department  of  the  San 
Antonio  University*  will  be  an  assured  success.    More  anon. 

"Medicus." 

[^Established  under  the  auspices  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  North. 
—Ed.]   

Monstrosity. — Dr.  A.  G.  Castleman,  of  Chattanooga,  Tenn.r 
reports  {Southern  Practitioner'),  the  birth  of  a  monstrosity  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  T.,  near  that  city. 

The  child's  bowels,  liver,  spleen  and  stomach  were  developed 
on  the  external  surface  of  the  abdominal  wall  and  lay  to  the  left  of 
the  linea  alba,  enveloped  by  a  membrane  which  resembled  a  mu- 
cous membrane,  and  was  continuous  with  the  integument  of  the 
abdomen  ;  the  viscera  were  firmly  attached  to  the  external  sur- 
face of  the  abdomen,  and  to  the  border  of  the  membrane  which 
enclosed  them. 

The  lower  limbs  were  partially  deformed.  It  lived  ten  minutes* 
The  mother  made  a  good  recovery. 
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^SOCIETY  J^OTES. 
A  SYNOPSIS  OF  PROCEEDINGS 


Texas  State  Medical  Association. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Convention  Texas  State  Medical  Asso- 
ciation was  held  in  Galveston  April  24th,  25th,  26th  and  27th  ult. 
There  were  about  200  physicians  in  attendance.  The  meetings 
took  place  in  Harmony  Hall,  and  th,e  Sections  met  in  various  parts 
of  the  city.  The  exhibits,  of  which  there  were  quite  a  number, 
were  displayed  in  the  hall  of  the  Tremont  Hotel. 

FIRST  DAV,  TUESDAY,  APRIL  24. — MORNING  SESSION. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Chairman  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  of 
the  Arrangement  Committee.  Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Scott,  Pastor 
St.  Johns  church. 

Dr.  Paine  introduced  Hon.  R.  L.  Fulton,  Mayor  of  Galveston, 
who  welcomed  the  Association  in  behalf  of  the  city. 

Major  F.  Charles  Hume  was  then  introduced  and  delivered  an 
eloquent  address  on  behalf  of  the  citizens.  He  was  followed  by 
Dr.  H.  A.  West,  Chairman  of  the  Reception  Committee,  in  a  flow, 
ery  and  ardent  welcome  in  the  name  of  the  profession  of  the  city. 

Dr.  Sam  R.  Burroughs,  the  President,  was  then  presented,  and  in 
a  beautiful  speech  responded  to  the  many  and  cordial  words  of 
welcome  in  the  name  of  the  Association. 

The  President  delivered  the  annual  address,  conveying  certain 
recommendations  and  suggestions  ;  referred  to  a  committee,  con- 
sisting of  R.  H.  Harrison,  Sr.,  Geo.  Cupples,  J.  C.  Jones,  E.  M. 
Rabb  and  W.  P.  Burts. 

Dr.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine  read  his  report  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Arrangements. 

On  call  of  Judicial  Council  the  following  members  were  present: 
M.  H.  Oliver,  W.  A.  Archer,  R.  C.  Nettles,  W.  L.  York,  P.  C.  Cole- 
man, M,  D.  Knox,  H.  H.  Thorpe.  Absent  :  P.  Jordan,  J.  R.  John- 
son, D.  M.  Ray,  R.  Rutherford.  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner  asked  to  be  ex- 
cused from  the  Council  on  the  ground  that  he  had  served  three 
years.    The  Chair  appointed  pro  tan.  to    the    vacancies — J.  T. 
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Field,  S.  D.  Thruston,  F.  H.  Tucker,  A.  M.  Curtis  and  M.  A.  Tay- 
lor.  Adjourned. 


Reading  of  minutes  of  last  meeting  dispensed  with  on  motion  of 
Dr.  Talley. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  hav- 
ing been  made  the  special  order  of  the  day,  was  called  for,  and 
read  by  Chairman  Talley.  Report  received,  on  motion,  and  com- 
mittee discharged  with  thanks  of  the  Association.  Report  referred 
to  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  recommendations  made  by 
the  President.    Adjourned.  • 

[The  afternoons  were  devoted  to  Section  work.] 


Minutes  of  previous  meeting  read  and  approved. 

The  address  of  the  Chairman  of  Section  on  Surgery  was  then 
read,  Dr.  A.  W.  Fly,  Chairman,  and  referred  to  the  Publishing  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Judicial  Council  made  report  on  applications  for  new  mem- 
bership.   Thirty-two  new  members  were  admitted  as  follows  : 

Castleton,  E.  S.  E.,  Houston. 

Smith,  Bat  Wharton. 

Raysor,  P.  M.,  Chappell  Hill, 

Hodge,  R.  C,  Galveston. 

Duke,  Jno.,  ■  Alvarado. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION,  3   P.  M. 


SECOND  DAY,  WEDNESDAY,    APRIL  25,   IO  A.  M. 


Miller,  J.  W.,... 
Savage,  W.  S.,. . 
Magruder,  F.  B 
Autrey,  A.  M.,  . 
Martin,  W.  A.,. 
Gibson,  W.  F., . 
Tucker,  J.  P.,.. 
Watson,  T.  S.,. , 
Thrash,  D.  E.,. 
Baker,  Z.  W.,.. 
Fisher,  W.  C.,. 
Parsons,  E.  B.,. 
Johnson,  R.  A., 
Johnson,  J.  C.,. 
Monroe,  D., 
Sherman,  T.  M. 
Howze,  Jno.  T, 


Massey,  Hill  Co. 
, .  Rogers  Prairie. 


Cold  Spring. 


Cottondale. 
Livingston, 


Huntsville. 


Galveston. 
...Moscow. 
,  .  Flatonia. 


Galveston. 
.  .Temple. 


Cameron. 
Coltharp. 


.  .Seeley. 
Houston. 


Oeerlon. 
.  Burnet. 
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Kaiser,  F.  W.,  Flatonia. 

Matthews,  W.  C,  Kauffman. 

Abney,  0.  L.,  Victoria. 

Montgomery,  A.  §.,  Tyler. 

Pope,  Irvin,  Tyler. 

Lee,  Geo.H.,  Galveston. 

Dillard,  Jno.  L.,  Richmond. 

Stone,  Sam.  A.,  Richmond. 

Spring,  John  V.,    San  Antonio. 

AVolff,  Arthur  S.,  Brownsville. 

HONORARY  MEMBERS. 

T.  Moore  Madden,  Dublin,  Ireland. 

Jas.  L.  Cabell,  Charlotteville,  Va. 

They  also  reported  as  represented  by  delegate,  the  following  as- 
sociations in  affiliation  :  Dallas  county,  Hill  county,  Terrell,  and 
Waco  Medical  Societies. 

Val  Verde  Medical  Society  was  admitted  to  arniliation  on  ap- 
plication. 

Dr,  R.  W.  Knox,  chairman  of  Section  on  Electro-Therapeutics, 
read  his  address,  which,  on  motion,  was  received  with  thanks  and 
referred  to  Publishing  Committee. 

Report  of  Section  on  Obstetrics,  etc.,  being  next  on  the  pro- 
gramme, was  called  for,  but  the  chairman,  Dr.  Dial,  being  reported 
sick,  and  the  Secretary,  Dr.  Musick,  absent,  it  was  passed. 

Dr.  Ramsdell,  chairman  of  Section  on  Practice,  was  absent, 
also,  and  the  chairman  of  the  Section  on  Public  Hygiene  and 
State  Medicine,  Dr.  R.  M.  Swearingen,  made  a  brief  verbal  report, 
saying  he  had  not  had  opportunity  or  inclination  to  make  an  ad- 
dress, inasmuch  as  so  little  interest  seemed  to  be  taken  in  the  sub- 
ject by  members;  he  had  not  received  a  single  paper. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  read  an  invi- 
tation from  the  Mayor,  requesting  the  members  to  visit  the  Artesian 
wells  at  their  convenience,  and  stating  that  an  excursion  by  rail 
to  the  Jetties  in  the  bay,  had  been  arranged  for  that  afternoon. 
Invitations  accepted  with  thanks. 

[The  Jetties  were  visited  by  about  150  members,  and  many  ladies 
of  delegates'  families.] 

The  address  in  tbe  Section  of  Dermatology  was  called  for.  Dr. 
Dudley,  the  chairman,  was  absent. 
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On  motion,  the  President  appointed  Dr.  Lowry  Chairman,  and 
Dr.  Williams,  Secretary,  and  the  papers  in  that  Section  were 
placed  in  their  hands  and  subsequently  read  in  Section. 

Dr.  T.  D.  Wooten,  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  some 
years  ago  to  secure  for  the  use  of  the  Association  a  room  in  the 
capitol  at  Austin,  made  a  verbal  report,  stating  that  there  were 
several  rooms  vacant,  and  that  one  or  more  could  be  had  on  ap- 
plication, and  recommended  that  the  Association  make  such  ap- 
plication. Report  received,  and  a  committee  appointed,  on  mo- 
tion of  Dr.  Christian,  to  memorialize  the  Legislature  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  Chair  appointed  Drs.  F.  R.  Martin,  A.  L.  Cocke,  H.  H. 
Thorpe,  R.  S.  Gregg  and  G.  W.  Christian. 

[The  original  committee,  all  being  residents  of  Austin,  declined 
to  serve.] 

Adjourned. 

THIRD  DAV,  THURSDAV,  APRIL  26. 

9:30  a.  m. — President  Burroughs  in  the  chair.  On  motion,  read- 
ing of  the  minutes  dispensed  with. 

The  chairman  of  the  Section  on  Practice,  etc.,  Dr.  C.  M.  Rams- 
dell,  read  his  report  or  address,  which  was  referred  to  the  Publish- 
ing Committee. 

The  report  was  briefly  discussed,  and  in  the  discussion  Drs. 
Lowry,  Talley,  C.  F.  Paine  and  others,  gave  their  formulae  for  the 
use  of  Carbolic  Acid,  Cocaine,  etc.,  and  on  motion  of  Dr.  Talley, 
the  Publishing  Committee  were  requested  to  publish  these  formulre 
in  the  transactions,  as  a  part  of  the  proceedings. 

[The  Secretary  requested  to  be  furnished  with  copies  for  publi- 
cation, but  up  to  date  none  have  been  received,  except  from  Dr. 
Lowry.] 

Dr.  Cupples  offered  a  resolution  that  a  telegram  be  sent  to  Dr. 
Clopton,  expressing  sympathy  in  his  misfortune,  and  regret  at  his 
enforced  absence  from  the  meeting.  Amended  by  Dr.  Oliver  to 
include  a  similar  telegram  to  Dr.  S.  H.  Stout,  who  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  surfer  dislocation  of  the  shoulder,  which  prevented  his 
attendance.    Carried,  and  telegrams  were  sent  by  the  President. 

Dr.  Cupples,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Surgical  Cases, 
etc.,  presented  his  bill  for  postage  on  report,  on  circulars,  etc.,  for 
531.50,  which  was  approved  and  paid. 
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The  Bell  county  Medical  Association,  which  was  not  formally 
represented  at  last  meeting,  having  declined  to  pay  the  pro  rata 
tax,  applied  to  be  re-admitted  to  affiliation.  Approved  by  Judicial 
Council. 

Dr.  G.  W.  Christian,  chairman  of  the  Section  on  Gynaecology, 
read  his  address.  On  motion,  it  was  referred  to  Publishing  Com- 
mittee.   [Xo  discussion.] 

The  Secretary  read  an  invitation  from  the  Mayor  and  Council 
of  San  Antonio  to  hold  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association  in  that 
city  ;  also,  similar  invitations  from  the  Mayors  and  Councils  of 
Waco  and  of  Paris.    Referred  to  Nominating  Committee. 

Dr.  H.  A.  West,  chairman  of  the  Section  on  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence, Chemistry,  etc.,  made  his  report.  Referred  to  Publishing 
Committee,  and  on  motion  of  Dr.  Lowry,  a  vote  of  thanks  was 
tendered  Dr.  West. 

Dr.  West's  paper  dealt  with  the  subject  of  insanity  before  the 
courts,  and  was  listened  to  with  deep  interest.  Dr.  Ramsdell  said 
he  was  glad  Dr.  West  had  presented  the  paper;  it  was  a  subject  too 
much  neglected  by  physicians;  they  seemed  afraid  to  face  it.  It 
was  a  subject  upon  which  improved  legislation  is  needed,  and  the 
legislators  should  be  enlightened  on  insanity  from  a  modern  stand- 
point. He  had  often  wondered  that  the  laws  allow  an  insane  per- 
son to  go  at  large  after  being  so  adjudged.  It  was  an  easy  matter 
for  any  criminal  to  "go  insane,"  and  thus  escape  justice.  If  the 
laws  were  more  strict  and  the  gallows  was  the  alternative,  there 
would  be  less  feigned  insanity. 

Dr.  Sears  never  could  see  why  a  crazy  criminal  should  not  be 
hung,  if  adjudged  guilty  by  the  jury.  He  should  submit  to  it  the 
more  cheerfully. 

Dr.  E.  L.  Ward  said  the  paper  of  Dr.  West  was  one  of  the  most 
interesting  and  absorbing  that  he  had  ever  heard.  If  he  had  not 
known  Dr.  West,  he  would  have  taken  him  for  a  preacher,  when  he 
began  his  paper;  a  little  later  he  thought  he  was  a  poet;  and  as  he 
got  well  into  the  intricacies  of  the  vexed  question  and  made  all  so 
clear,  he  was  convinced  that  West  was  a  lawyer.  The  laws  are  too 
lax,  and  should  be  renovated;  but  any  improvement  in  this  regard 
must  emanate  from  the  medical  profession,  who  are  alone  compe- 
tent to  frame  laws  adapted  to  the  case  under  discussion,  and  we 
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have  learned  physiologists  and  psychologists  who  should  be  con- 
sulted by  the  legislators  as  to  the  requrements  on  this  head.  Dr. 
Ward  felt  incompetent  to  thoroughly  discuss  the  important  subject 
as  presented  by  Dr.  West's  able  paper,  and  called  for  Dr.  D.  R. 
Wallace. 

[Superintendent  of  the  Insane  Asylum  at  Terrell,  Dr.  Wallace, 
was  absent.] 

Dr.  Talley  said  the  subject  under  discussion  was  one  of  the  most 
important  a  physician  has  to  deal  with.  The  paper,  he  said,  was 
well  written  and  well  read.  The  most  important  point  in  connec- 
tion with  the  subject  is,  the  physicians  are  themselves  responsible 
for  the  abuses  of  the  criminal-insane  law.  They  make  it  a  point 
to  keep  out  of  court;  don't  want  to  go  there.  Wallace  has  been 
telegraphed  for  to  Waco  now,  to  give  expert  testimony  in  similar 
cases.  He  is  one  who  is  not  afraid.  Lawyers  are  shrewd,  and 
often,  judges  of  human  nature.  They  will  feel  around  by  asking 
questions  in  social  intercourse,  and  find  a  doctor  to  testify  the  way 
they  want  him  to  testify;  seeking  not  the  truth,  but  the  triumph  of 
their  side.  This  is  why,  Dr.  Talley  said,  that  he  advocated  that 
expert  testimony  should  be  on  the  part  of  the  court,  and  not  in  be- 
half of  any  individual. 

Dr.  O.  L.  Williams  cut  off  further  discussion  by  saying  members 
were  complaining  that  the  general  session  was  encroaching  on  the 
time  allotted  to  Section  work. 

Dr.  Paine,  chairman  of  the  Arrangement  Committee,  here  read 
a  number  of  letters  from  distinguished  medical  men  all  over  the 
world,  in  answer  to  invitations  to  be  present;  among  them  one  from 
Dr.  T.  Moore  Madden,  of  Dublin,  enclosing  a  contribution  (Ova- 
rian Hernia)  to  Section  of  Gynaecology;  one  from  J.  Matthews 
Duncan,  London;  from  Thomas  Bryant,  and  others.  All  referred 
to  the  Secretary,  to  be  preserved  in  the  archives. 

Dr.  B.  A.  Pope,  chairman  of  the  Section  on  Ophthalmology,  read 
his  address.  On  motion,  it  was  referred  to  the  Publishing  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Nominating  Committee  was  announced,  and  retired. 

[The  Section  on  Gynaecology,  by  invitation,  held  its  session  in 
the  hall,  after  the  general  session;  Dr.  G.  W.  Christian,  chairman, 
presiding. 
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Dr.  George  Lee  read  Dr.  Madden's  paper,  "Ovarian  Hernia," 
which,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Ghent,  was  referred  to  the  Publishing 
Committee,  and  the  Secretary  instructed  to  return  the  thanks  of 
the  Association  to  the  author. 

[The  paper  was  discussed  by  Dr.  F.  T.  Paine  and  others,  but 
we  are  obliged  to  omit  his  remarks,  as  well  as  nearly  all  discussion. 
We  can  give  here  only  a  synopsis  of  the  proceedings. — Ed.] 

Several  other  papers  were  read  in  this  Section. 

[Most  of  the  papers  read  in  the  Sections  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
Secretary  ;  some  are  not,  some  have  been  withdrawn,  and  he  has 
received  no  report  of  any  discussions  from  the  Secretaries  of  some 
Sections.] 

The  papers  contributed  to  the  several  sections,  and  which  are 
in  the  hands  of  the  Publishing  Committee,  are  as  follows: 

SECTION  ON  PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE,  ETC. 

Report  of  Chairman,  C.  M.  Ramsdell,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Lampasas: 

1.  A  case  of  Sclerosis  of  the  Liver:  By  Irwin  Pope,  M.  D., 
Tyler. 

2.  A  case  of  Malarial  Purpura  Hemorrhagica:  By  J.  C.  J. 
King,  M.  D.,  Waco. 

3.  Staining  of  Bacilli  Tuberculosis:  By  T.  E.  Nott,  M.  D., 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.  [Read  by  caption,  and  referred  to  Publish- 
ing Committee.] 

[A  paper  on  The  Modern  Treatment  of  Neuralgia  :  By  Professor 
Landon  Carter  Gray,  of  the  New  York  Polyclinic,  has  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Secretary,  it  having  reached  Galveston  after  the 
meeting  adjourned.] 

SECTION  ON  OBSTETRICS  AND  DISEASES  OF  WOMEN. 

[Xo  report  by  Chairman  received  by  publishing  Committee,  and 
no  papers  of  any  description.] 

SECTION  ON  SURGERY  AND  ANATOMY. 

Report  of  Chairman,  A.  W.  Fly,  M.  D.,  Cralveston: 

1.  Case  of  Embolism  of  Femoral  Artery:  By  O.  Eastland,  M. 
D.,  Wichita  Falls. 

0 

2.  Mammary  Hypertrophy:  By  George  H.  Nelson,  M.  D., 
Terrell. 
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3.  Compound  Fracture  of  the  Skull:  By  E.  T.  Walker.  M.  D., 
Trinity. 

4.  Several  cases  of  Extensive  Burns:  By  C.  M.  Ramsdell,  M. 
D.,  Lampasas. 

5.  Case  of  Traumatic  Lockjaw:  By  C.  H.  Wilkinson,  M.  D., 
Galveston. 

6.  Report  of  a  case  of  Fractured  Patella:  By  W.  G.  Jameson, 
M.  D.,  Rusk. 

7.  Extensive  Fracture  of  the  Skull:  Trephined:  By  B.  F.  Brit- 
tain,  M.  D.,  Jacksonville. 

8.  The  Silicate  of  Soda  Splint,  or  fixed  Bandage:  By  J.  W. 
Carhart,  M.  D.,  Lampasas. 

SECTION  ON*  MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE,  ETC. 

Report  by  the  Chairman,  H.  A.  West,  M.  D.,  Galveston: 
[No  papers  reported  to  the  General  Secretary.] 

SECTION  ON  GYNECOLOGY. 

Report  by  Chairman,  G.  W.  Christian,  M.  D.,  Burnett: 

1.  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Womb  :  By  John  Inabnit, 
M.  D.,  Terrell. 

2.  Displacement  of  the  Ovaries  :  By  T.  Moore  Madden,  M.  D., 
Dublin,  I. 

SECTION  ON  OPHTHALMOLOGY  AND  OTOLOGY. 

Report  by  Chairman,  B.  A.  Pope,  M.  D.,  Dallas: 
[In  hands  of  author  for  revision.    He  has  also  the  papers  read 
in  his  Section.] 

SECTION  ON  DERMATOLOGY. 

[No  report  by  Chairman  has  been  received.] 

1.  A  Plea  for  Early  Surgical  Interference  in  Epithelioma  of  the 
Skin,  etc.:    By  Daniel  Parker,  M.  D.  Calvert. 

2.  Eczema  and  its  Lesions:   By  J.  D.  Bass,  M.  D.,  Pittsburg. 

3.  Some  Intractable  Skin  Diseases:  C.  M.  Ramsdell,  A.  M., 
M.  D.,  Lampasas. 

SECTION  ON  ELECTRO-THERAPEUTICS. 

Report  by  the  Chairman,  R.  W.  Knox,  M.  D.,  Houston. 
1.    Clinical  Notes  on  Galvanism:    By  C.  M.  Ramsdell,  A.  M., 
M.  D.,  Lampasas. 
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2.  Treatment  of  Trichiasis  by  Electrolysis:  By  Daniel  Parker- 
M.  D.,  Calvert. 

3.  Effects  of  Electric  Current  in  Nausea  and  Vomiting  off 
Pregnancy,  etc.:    By  0.  L.  Williams,  M.  D.,  Chapel  Hill. 


GENERAL  SESSION — 3  P.  M.,  THURSDAY,  APRIL  26. 

Vice-President  Knox  presiding. 

The  Nominating  Committee  made  their  report  as  follows  : 

REPORT  OF  NOMINATING  COMMITTEE  OFFICERS  ELECT,  1888. 

President,  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  Galveston. 

First  Vice-President,  H.  K.  Leake,  Dallas. 

Second  Vice-President,  A.  V.  Doak,  Taylor. 

Third  Vice-President,  O.  Eastland,  Wichita  Falls. 

Judicial  Council. — New  members,  I.  E.  Clark,  Schulenburg;  C. 
M.  Ramsdell,  Lampasas  ;  T.  J.  Bell,  Tyler;  R.  H.  Harrison,  Sr., 
Columbus. 

Section  on  Practice. — Chairman,  R.  B.  White,  Ennis;  Secretary, 
R.  A.  McCall,  Ennis. 

Section  on  Obstetrics. — Chairman,  W.  H.  WTilkes,  Waco. 

Section  on  Surgery  and  Anatomy. —  Chairman,  J.  C.  Jones7 
Gonzales. 

Section  on  Gynecology. — Chairman,  B.  E.  Hadra,  Austin. 

Section  on  State  Medicine  and  Public  Hygiene. — Chairman,  R.  Mv 
Swearingen,  Austin. 

Section  on  Medical  Jurisprudence,  Psychology  and  Chemistry. — 
Chairman,  D.  R.  Wallace,  Terrell. 

Section  on  Ophthalmology  and  Otology. — Chairman,  R.  H.  Chil- 
ton, Dallas. 

Section  on  Electro-Therapeutics. — Chairman,  W.  M.  Powell, 
Albany. 

Section  on  Dermatology. — Chairmam,  H.  L.  Taylor,  Waco. 

Publishing  Committee. — F.  E.  Daniel,  Secretary,  Austin,  Ex- 
officio  Chairman;  R.  M.  Swearingen,  Austin  ;  J.  W.  McLaughlin- 
Austin. 

Committee  of  Arrangements. — Chairman,  F.  HerrT,  San  Antonio. 
Delegates  to  American  Medical  Association,  at  Newport,  Rhode 
Island,  June,  1889.—].  F-  Y-  Paine,  B.  F.  Kingsley,  C.  H.  Wilkin- 
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son,  J.  C.  Jones,  E.  J.  Beall,  J.  W.  McLaughlin,  H.  C.  Ghent,  R.  T. 
Knox,  A.  W.  Fly,  J.  H.  Sears,  S.  D.  Thruston,  G.  W.  Christian,  W. 
W.  Reeves,  D.  C.  Hewson,  N.  A.  Olive,  A.  M.  Douglas,  B. 
Sanders,  George  Cupples,  T.  J.  Tyner,  F.  Allen,  O.  L.  Williams, 
R.  M.  Swearingen,  C.  F.  Paine,  T.  D.  YVooten,  L.  B.  Creath, 
A.  C.  Walker,  E.  P.  Becton,  E.  T.  Walker,  A.  B.Gardner  (of  Belle- 
ville), J.  W.  Garnett,  M.  S.  Crow. 

Delegates  to  Alabama  State  Medical  Association. — J.  D.  Osborn, 
H.  C.  Ghent. 

Representative  to  the  British  Medical  Association,  in  September  t 
J888.—T.  J.  Tyner,  Austin. 

Dr.  T.  Moore  Madden,  55  Merrian  Square,  Dublin,  and  Professor 
J.  L.  Cabell,  Charlottsville,  Va.,  were  made  honorary  members. 

Dr.  William  Caston's  resignation  was  received,  the  Doctor 
being  about  to  remove  from  the  State. 

Dr.  Cupples,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Surgical  Cases,  made 
his  report,  which,  on  motion,  was  read  and  referred  to  Publishing 
Committee.    (Recalled  by  the  author.)  Adjourned. 

FOURTH  DAY,  FRIDAY,  APRIL  27.  MORNING  SESSION. 

President  Burroughs  in  the  chair.  Reading  of  the  minutes  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  Secretary,  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  read  his  report  and  also  tbat 
of  the  Publishing  Committee.  Received  and  referred  to  commit- 
tee of  three,  Drs.  Tyner,  Hadra  and  Q.  C.  Smith. 

Treasurer  report  read  and  received  also,  and  the  usual  appro- 
priation was  voted  him. 

Bills  for  secretary  salary  and  for  the  special  appropriation  for 
the  Publishing  Committee  were  approved  and  paid. 

The  Committee  on  Prize  Essays  made  their  report.  Three  papers 
had  been  presented.  After  a  careful  examination,  the  committee 
were  of  the  opinion  that  the  one  on  "The  Opthalmoscope  in  Gen- 
eral Practice,"  and  bearing  the  motto  "Excelsior"  was  the  best  and 
recommended  it  for  the  prize.  Report  received  and  committee  dis- 
charged. The  paper  was,  after  much  discussion  as  to  the  interpre- 
tation of  the  law,  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  Ophthalmolo- 
gists for  examination  and  decision.  The  chair  appointed  Drs.  G. 
P.  Hall,  R.  C.  Hodges,  of  Galveston,  and  B.  A.  Pope,  of  Dallas. 
The  committee  will  report  at  next  meeting. 
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The  newly  elected  officers  were  installed,  and  made  appropriate 
•speeches,  Dr.  Burroughs  surrendering  the  gavel  in  a  neat  little 
address. 

The  Committee  on  Necrology  had  no  report. 

Dr.  Cupples,  on  behalf  of  the  delegation  to  the  International 
■Congress  made  a  verbal  report. 

Delegates  to  other  associations  made  no  reports. 

Dr.  Harrison,  chairman  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  President's  recommendations,  and  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Constitution  and  By-Laws  made  a  report,  but  as  the  meeting 
was  nearing  a  close,  and  the  subject  one  of  much  importance,  it 
was,  on  motion,  recommitted  and  postponed  till  next  meeting  for 
final  action.  Adjourned. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

• 

Dr.  M.  A.  Taylor,  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  last 
meeting  to  draft  a  circular  letter  to  the  people  of  Texas,  setting 
forth  the  necessity  of  a  law  to  regulate  the  practice  of  medicine, 
made  a  report,  which  was  received,  and  on  motion  the  circular  let- 
ter gotten  up  and  made  a  part  of  the  report,  was  ordered  published 
in  the  Galveston  News.  [It  will  appear  in  the  transactions.] 

Dr.  Ghent  offered  a  resolution  earnestly  requesting  the  legisla- 
ture to  appropriate  §150,000  for  the  establishment  of  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  State  University,  and  addressed  the  meeting  at 
'length  on  the  subject.  At  the  conclusion  Dr.  Robertson  offered 
the  following  substitute,  which  was  carried  : 

"Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  As- 
sociation that  the  interest  of  the  people  of  Texas  requires  the  put- 
ting into  operation  of  the  Medical  Branch  of  the  State  University 
without  delay." 

After  electing  Dr.  Madden,  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  and  Dr.  Cabell, 
Charlottesville.  Va.,  honorary  members,  and  adopted  the  usual 
series  of  resolutions  of  thanks,  ect,  the  Association  adjourned  to 
meet  in  San  Antonio  on  the  4th  Tuesday  in  April,  1889. 

The  social  features  of  the  meeting  were  most  enjoyable  ;  a  re- 
ception, a  ball  and  a  grand  banquet  at  night,  and  an  excursion  by 
arail,  and  a  sail  on  the  bay,  constituted  a  most  enjoyable  programme. 

F.  E.  Daniel,  Secretary. 
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AUSTIN  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  following  circular  has  been  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Austin  District  Medical  Society. 

Austin,  Texas,  May  14,  1888. 

The  fourth  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Austin  District  Medical  So- 
ciety will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Austin  on  Thursday,  the  14th  ol 
June,  prox.    You  are  respectfully  invited  to  be  present. 

This  Society,  though  less  than  one  year  old,  has  attained  a  re- 
markable growth  and  strength,  and  now  numbers  on  its  roll  of  ac- 
tive members  not  less  than  fifty  of  the  best  known  and  ablest 
physicians  in  the  district.  Its  meetings  have  been  interesting,, 
instructive  and  pleasant ;  and  the  amount  of  scientific  work  already 
accomplished  is  a  matter  of  congratulation.  An  advantage  pos- 
sessed by  a  district  society  over  the  large  and  more  or  less  un- 
wieldy meetings  of  State  Associations,  is  that  all  have  opportunity 
to  be  heard,  to  take  part  in  the  discussion  of  papers  presented,  or 
to  read  papers;  and  the  meetings  are  more  of  the  nature  of  social 
or  informal  discussions  of  topics  of  interest  to  all  practitioners — 
the  complicated  machinery  of  semi-political  meetings  being  avoided- 
Nothing  disparaging  to  the  State  Association  is  intended  by  thus 
emphasizing  the  District  Society  j  both  are  working  for  the  same 
end,  viz:  the  elevation  of  the  standard  of  medicine  in  Texasr 
thereby  ennobling  the  profession  and  benefiting  mankind. 

The  programme  for  this  meeting  is  attractive,  and  embraces,  in> 
part,  the  following  papers  : 

"  The  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  Endo-Cervical  Inflamma- 
tion by  Dr.  J.  W.  McLaughlin.  Discussion  will  be  opened  by 
Dr.  B.  E.  Hadra. 

"Chloroform  in  Labor  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Hamilton,  of  Webber- 
ville.    Discussion  by  Dr.  H.  H.  Thorpe,  of  Liberty  Hill. 

"  Hemorrhoids,  Fissure  and  Fistula  in  Ano,  and  their  Treat- 
ment;" by  Dr.  T.  J.  Bennett.  Discussion  opened  by  Dr.  L,  C 
Johnson,  of  Gidding. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Dr,  G.  B.  Underhill,  of  New  Braun- 
fels,  and  Dr.  Sam  Cunningham,  of  Elgin,  have  promised  papers. 

Dr.  A.  N.  Denton  will  continue  the  subject  of  last  meeting,  viz  : 
"The  Management  of  the  Insane  in  Texas." 
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Dr.  F.  R.  Martin,  of  Kyle,  will  report  from  his  practice  three  in- 
teresting cases  of  poisoning — one  with  what  is  known  as  Buckeye, 
one  with  coal  oil,  and  the  other  with  Sulphate  of  Copper  combined 
with  strychnia. 

Papers  and  reports  of  interesting  cases  are  always  in  order  and 
invited. 

Every  reputable  graduate  from  a  recognized  medical  school  is 
entitled  to  membership,  and  is  urged  to  identify  himself  with  the 
Society,  in  order  that  the  public  may  know  who  are  not  entitled  to 
■confidence  and  recognition,  who  are  quacks,  and  who  are  the  live 
.and  progressive  men  of  the  district. 

The  Society  will  be  called  to  order  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.  There 
will  be  an  afternoon  and  a  night  session. 

THOS.  D.  WOOTEN,  Pres't. 

T.  J.  Bennett,  Sec'y. 
THE  PHYSICIANS'  MUTUAL  BENEFIT  ASSOCIATION  OF  TEXAS. 

Pursuant  to  notice  a  number  of  members  of  the  Physicians'  Mu- 
tual Benefit  Association  of  Texas  met  in  the  parlor  of  Harmony 
Hall,  Galveston,  April  26th,  and  Dr.  R.  H.  Harrison,  Sr.,  of  Co- 
lumbus, was  called  to  the  chair.  The  Secretary,  Dr.  Daniel,  made 
.a  report  of  the  status  and  the  workings  of  the  order  to  date. 

The  Constitution  and  By-Laws  were  read,  but  no  alterations 
were  made  or  proposed. 

The  original  Board  of  Directors  having  all  lost  their  member- 
ship, a  new  board  was  elected,  consisting  of  Drs.  Swearingen  and 
McLauglin,  Austin  j  Dr.  Cupples  of  San  Antonio;  Dr.  W.  P.  Burts 
•of  Fort  Worth;  Dr.  J.  K.  Stone  of  Richmond;  Dr.  Hewson,  Orange, 
and  Dr.  T.  J.  Bell,  of  Tyler.  Dr.  F.  R.  Martin,  of  Kyle,  and  M. 
A.  Taylor,  of  Austin,  were  elected  Vice-Presidents.  On  motion, 
an  executive  board  was  appointed,  consisting  of  the  President  and 
Vice-Presidents  and  Secretary  with  two  of  the  Directors,  to-wit  : 
Drs.  Swearingen  and  McLaughlin.  This  Board  is  to  have  general 
charge  of  the  business,  and  to  act  for  the  Association  in  matters 
requiring  prompt  attention  where  there  would  be  delay  in  getting 
the  Directors  assembled. 

On  motion  of  Vice-President  Martin,  the  Board  of  Directors 
was  authorized  to  issue  a  circular  letter  to  the  profession  of  Texas, 
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setting  forth  the  aims,  objects  and  scope  of  the  organization,  and 
urging  its  claims  upon  their  attention.  This  will  be  done  at  the 
earliest  practicable  moment. 

It  is  hoped  and  expected  that  this  step  will  awaken  a  renewed 
interest  in  this  truly  benevolent  organization  and  inspire  con- 
fidence, not  only  in  its  integrity,  but  in  the  permanency  of  its  suc- 
cess. Physicians,  who  have  held  aloof  from  sheer  indifference,, 
will  see  now  that  it  is  in  the  hands  of  prominent,  leading  physi- 
cians, representing  all  sections  of  the  State,  who  are  determined 
to  push  it;  and  instead  of  the  pittance  of  the  hundred  odd  dollars, 
or  so,  heretofore  contributed  to  the  families  of  deceased  brothers, 
we  hope  to  see  it  mount  up  into  the  thousands. 

It  was  thought  best  not  to  increase  the  death  assessment,  nor  the 
annual  dues;  both  remain  at  the  nominal  sum  of  $i,  and  instead, 
it  was  determined  to  increase  the  number  of  members. 

The  Lone  Star  Medical  Association  (Colored),  held  its  sec- 
ond annual  session  in  Austin,  May  14th  and  15th.  J.  F.  McKinley,. 
M.  D.,  President;  Dr.  Majors,  Secretary.  There  was  a  good  at- 
tendance, considering  the  small  number  of  colored  physicians  in 
the  State  and  their  meeting  was  characterized  by  order  and  a  sin- 
cere desire  to  advance  the  cause  of  medicine.  We  acknowledge 
the  courtesy  of  an  invitation  and  were  present,  listening  to  the  pro- 
ceedings with  much  interest.     They  meet  next  year  at^Houston. 


Sulphate  of  Sparteine. — This  new  alkaloid  of  broom  is  forging 
to  the  front  as  a  substitute  for  digitalis.  Germain  See  found  that 
it  possessed  a  stimulating  action  upon  the  contractions  of  the 
heart,  slowing  its  action  ;  and  that  it  increased  the  arterial  ten- 
sion, and  also  increased  the  flow  of  urine."  It  seems  that  spar- 
trine  acts  very  much  like  digitalis,  except  that  its  effects  are  more 
transient.  Voight  claims  superior  calmative  action  for  the  sul- 
phate of  spartrine  and  recommends  it  in  valvular  disease,  in  peri- 
carditis and  finally  as  an  adjuvant  in  combination  with  digitalis. 
The  dose  is  about  one-third  of  a  grain  three  times  a  day.  It  is 
soluble  in  water,  and  tastes  bitter. 
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American  Medical  Association. — The  officers  elect  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  are  as  follows  : 

President — W.  W.  Dawson,  of  Cincinnati. 

First  Vice  President — W.  L.  Schenck,  of  Kansas. 

Second  Vice  President — Frank  Woodbury,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Third  Vice  President — H.  O.  Walker,  of  Michigan. 

Fourth  Vice  President — J.  W.  Bailey,  of  Georgia. 

Treasurer — R.  J.  Dunglison,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Secretary — W.  B.  Atkinson,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Librarian — C.  H.  A.  Kleinschmidt,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Trustees — E.  M.  Moore,  of  New  York;  John  H.  Hallister,  of  Illi- 
nois; Joseph  M.  Toner,  District  of  Columbia. 

Judicial  Council — W.  A.  Phillips,  of  Kansas;  A.  M.  Pollock,  of 
Pennsylvania;  U.  C.  Vanbibber,  of  Maryland;  J.  A.  Hibbard,  of 
Indiana;  Chas.  S.  Wood,  of  New  York:  J.  McGaston,  of  Georgia; 
W.  H.  O.  Taylor,  of  New  York;  Geo.  J.  Porter,  of  Connecticut. 

Newport,  Rhode  Island,  was  chosen  for  the  next  place  of  meet- 
ing in  June  of  next  year. 


The  Gross  Medical  College  has  recently  purchased  a  new  col- 
lege building,  at  a  cost  of  $16,000. 


The  Texas  State  Pharmaceutical  Association,  which  was  to  have 
held  its  annual  meeting  in  Austin,  May  8th,  has  postponed  it  till 
June  12th,  prox. 


Cherokee  County  Medical  Society. — We  are  indebted  to  Dr. 
J.  F.  Johnson,  Secretary,  for  an  account  of  the  organization  of  the 
Cherokee  County  Medical  Society,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  first 
meeting.  The  physicians  of  Rusk  and  Alto  met  May  3,  and  or- 
ganized by  grafting  a  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  and  by  electing 
Dr.  A.  H.  McCord  President,  and  Dr.  J.  F.  Johnson  Secretary.  Dr. 
McCord  read  a  paper  which,  on  motion,  was  sent  to  Daniel's 
Texas  Medical  Journal  for  publication  (the  paper  will  appear  in 
next  issue). 

Drs.  Barton  and  Evans,  of  Alto,  and  Jameson  and  Spring,  of 
Rusk,  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Correspondence.  Subjects 
selected:       ''Unusual    Manifestations   of  Malaria,"   "Eczema,"  « 
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"Vomiting  of  Pregnancy,"  and  "Indications  for  the  Use  of  the 
Forceps."    Adjourned  to  meet  at  Alto,  ist  Tuesday  in  June. 

Thus  the  good  work  goes  on.  We  join  Dr.  Johnson  in  his  appeal 
to  the  physicians  of  Cherokee  to  lend  a  helping  hand,  and  to 
rally  around  the  nucleus  already  organized. 


We  tender  our  sincere  acknowledgements  to  our  esteemed  con- 
frere, Sim,  of  the  Memphis  Medical  Monthly,  for  Cincinnati  papers 
containing  an  account  of  the  meeting  of  the  A.  M.  A. 

Erythroplein,  the  New  Local  Anasthetic. — Dr.  David  Liv- 
ingston, in  his  work  on  Africa,  mentions  a  drug  used  by  the  natives, 
called  Jiaya  or  Jiayab,  This  is  supposed  to  be  the  same  "red 
drug,"  about  which  Oertel  wrote  from  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  the 
early  part  of  this  century.  It  was  used  by  the  negroes  as  an  arrow 
poison,  and  to  give  to  those  accused  of  witchcraft.  If  the  sup- 
posed criminal  vomited  within  a  few  minutes  after  taking  the  drug, 
he  was  set  free.    Otherwise  he  was  stoned  and  clubbed  to  death. 

Professor  L.  Lewin,  (  Wiener  Medizinische  Blaetter— St.  Louis  Med- 
ical and  Surgical  Reporter),  has  recently  investigated  the  proper- 
ties of  this  drug,  and  announces  that  it  is  a  local  anaesthetic  of 
great  intensity,  and  destined  to  throw  cocaine  entirely  in  the  shade. 

A  two  per  cent,  aqueous  solution  of  erythroplein,  which  is  the 
active  principle  of  erythropleum  judiciale,  not  only  completely 
anaesthetizes  the  mucous  membrane,  wherever  it  is  applied,  but  its 
effects  go  deeper  into  the  tissues,  and  lasts  from  six  to  ten  hours. 
Injected  under  the  skin  of  guinea-pigs,  the  tissues  down  to  the 
deep  muscles  could  be  cut  and  lacerated  to  any  extent  without 
causing  the  least  flinching  or  other  evidence  of  pain.  Death  from 
an  overdose  is  accompanied  by  convulsions. 

A  sample  of  the  drug  has  been  sent  for  by  O.  Samostz,  druggist, 
of  Austin. 

For  further  information  concerning  this  wonder  in  anaesthesia  is 
awaited  with  impatience. 
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THE  LATE  MEETING  TEXAS  STATE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


The  Twentieth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Texas  State  Medical 
Association  has  become  a  matter  of  history.  It  was  a  success. 
True,  the  number  of  papers  read,  nor  the  number  of  physicians  in 
attendance,  nor  the  number  of  accessions  to  the  ranks,  will  not 
compare  with  the  last  three  meetings;  but  then,  most  of  the  papers 
which  were  read,  were  good,  and  worth  preserving ;  and  two 
hundred  and  fifty  delegates  in  attendance,  all  things  considered,  is 
a  fair  meeting,  and  quite  satisfactory.  Galveston  is  on  the  extreme 
limit  of  the  State,  and  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  there  are  many 
whose  zeal  in  the  cause  will,  like  our  esteemed  friend  Eastland,  in- 
duce them  to  traverse  the  entire  length  of  the  State  to  be  present. 
It  is  a  matter  of  sincere  congratulation  that  all  passed  off  har- 
moniously and  pleasantly,  not  a  single  incident  occurred  to  mar 
fthe  enjoyment  of  the  guests,  nor  disturb  the  harmony  of  the  meet- 
ings. There  was  a  little  friction  upon  the  introduction  of  a  new 
feature, — the  attempt  to  imitate  the  American  Medical  Association, 
and  have  four  Sections  going  on  at  once.  We  first  advocated  this 
plan,  but  the  idea  was  suggested  at  the  Dallas  meeting,  at  which 
there  were  present,  perhaps,  four  hundred  and  fifty,  and  it  was  found 
{impossible  to  get  through  with  the  section  work,  so  difficult  was  it 
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to  handle  the  general  sessions,  and  keep  them  down  to  work.  But7 
the  experiment  has  been  tried;  tried  at  a  comparatively  small 
meeting,  and  it  will '  ?iot  do.  When  the  meeting  was  divided  up  into 
four  sections,  making  allowance  for  the  absence  of  many  who  pre- 
ferred sight  seeing,  or  social  matters  outside,  the  attendance  at 
each  was  slim.  But  a  worse  feature  is,  the  General  Secretary 
cannot  be  present  at  each  Section  meeting,  and  the  Section  Secre- 
taries being,  as  a  rule,  inexperienced  in  reporting  discussions,, 
failed  in  most  instances  to  take  notes  of  the  remarks  on  the  papers 
read,  and  hence  the  papers,  such  as  are  published,  will  appear  in 
the  transactions  without  the  discussions,  which  are  usually  an  in- 
teresting adjunct.  Again,  the  Secretaries  failed,  in  some  instances,, 
to  turn  over  the  papers  to  the  General  Secretary,  (who  is  ex  officio 
chairmon  of  the  Publishing  Committee,)  and  the  result  is,  that  the 
Publishing  Committee  have  not  yet  received  all  the  papers  which 
were  read  or  presented.  [  Some  papers  are  in  the  hands  of  Chair- 
man, by  permission,  for  revision. — Ed.] 

We  hope  the  effort  to  run  four  Sections  simultaneously  will  not 
be  repeated  at  any  future  meeting.  We  see  that  the  plan 
(which  we  urged  last  year,)  will  not  do,  unless  there  is  a  large  at- 
tendance and  many  papers. 

We  give  credit  to  the  worthy  and  most  zealous  Committee  of 
Arrangements,  and  compliment  th  em  on  the  completeness  of  the 
programme  orranged;  but  still  we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  to  point 
out  certain  defects,  errors  of  judgment,  in  order  to  prevent  a  repe- 
tition. It  was  unfortunate  to  have  the  places  of  meeting  of  the 
Sections  so  scattered  and  remote  from  the  hall,  and  also  to  have 
the  exhibits  so  entirely  separated,  if  other  arrangements  could 
have  been  made.  We  trust  our  new  C  ommittee  of  Arrangements- 
will  ponder  these  suggestions,  and  at  San  Antonio,  next  April,  let 
all  the  Section  meetings  and  the  exhibits  be,  if  possible,  in  one 
building,  or  very  near. 

The  social  programme  was  all  that  could  have  been  desired,  and 
the  banquet  and  the  toasts  will  be  long  remembered  by  all  who 
had  the  pleasure  of  being  present. 

Apropos ,  we  are  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  well-known  physi- 
cian, (who  was  net  present,)  criticising  the  exclusion  of  the  ladies 
(of  delegates  families)  from  the  banquet.    We  think  ourselves  that,. 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL.      49 1 


considering  the  fact  that  there  was  abundant  room,  and  provision 
made,  and  the  comparatively  small  number  of  ladies  along  with 
the  delegates,  it  would  have  been  in  exceedingly  good  taste  to 
have  them  present.  But  people  differ  on  this  head.  At 
Houston  and  at  Dallas,  the  ladies  were  included;  at  other  points? 
Fort  Worth  notably,  like  at  Galveston,  the  banquet  was  a  spread 
exclusively  for  the  members,  and  a  few  gentlemen  friends,  invited 
guests. 

Of  the  toasts,  we  have  not  time  or  space  to  speak;  suffice  it,  they 
were  appropriate,  and  the  responses  were  much  appreciated.  In 
looking  back  over  the  brief  space  of  time  intervening  since  the 
meeting,  we  feel  that,  upon  the  whole,  it  was  good;  and  while  there 
is  much  cause  for  congratulation,  there  is  little  to  regret. 


The  effort  to  secure  a  room  in  the  new  Capitol  for  the  use  of 
the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  would  have  succeeded,  had 
there  been  a  few  more  days  of  the  session.  Everything  was  in 
shape,  and  favorable,  but  adjournment  took  place  before  action 
could  be  had  on  the  joint  resolution  which  had  been  adopted, 
setting  aside  a  room,  and  which  resolution  had  been  reported  on 
favorably,  with  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  that  it  "do 
pass."  Dr.  F.  R.  Martin,  the  efficient  chairman  of  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  State  Medical  Association  to  memorealize  the 
Legislature  on  the  subject,  discharged  his  duty  faithfully  and  ad- 
mirably. Beginning  work  immediately  on  adjournment  at  Galves- 
ton, he  drew  up  the  petition,  got-  it  signed  by  his  collegues,  and 
presented  it.  He  remained  at  Austin  three  days,  working  inces- 
santly on  the  members,  and  finally  got  the  bill  (which,  as  stated, 
had  been  reported  back  favorably,)  into  the  hands  of  Dr.  Camp, 
with  the  assurancje  that  he  would  get  it  before  the  House,  if  possi- 
ble. It  must  be  remembered  that  this  was  on  the  eve  of  adjourn- 
ment, and  on  the  eve  of  the  great  dedication,  a  time  of  excitement, 
and  it  was  difficult  to  do  anything.  Speaker  Pendleton  had 
promised  Dr.  Martin  that  he  would  "recognize"  Dr.  Camp  the 
moment  he  arose  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  bill,  and 
would  favor  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  facilitate  its  passage. 
Thus,  all  was  lovely.    But  on  the  introduction  of  the  bill,  "Bell,  of 
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Cook,"  the  "medlesome  Mollie"ofthe  House,  a  man  who  has  made 
an  unenviable  reputation,  or,  rather,  who  has  acquired  great 
notoriety,  interfered,  and  proposed  to  amend  by  setting  aside  a 
room  for  the  "Bar  Association,"  and  another  for  the  "Cattlemen," 
and  so  on.  Dr.  Camp  thought  best,  under  the  circumstances,  to 
withdraw  the  bill,  and  to  bring  it  up  early  next  session;  by  which 
time,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  "Bell,  of  Cook"  will  have  been  propetiy 
retired  by  a  grateful  constituency. 

Dr.  Martin  deserves  much  credit  for  the  faithful  manner  in  which 
he  carried  out  the  instructions  of  the  Texas  State  Association,  and 
it  is  no  fault  of  his  that  the  bill  did  not  get  through. 


DR.  J.  F.  Y.  PAINE,  PRESIDENT  T.  S.  M.  A. 

Dr.  Paine,  the  newly  elected  President  of  the  Texas  State  Med- 
ical Association,  is  a  man  well  fitted  by  character  and  education,, 
to  give  dignity  to  the  position,  and  to  inspire  confidence  and  re- 
spect. He  is  a  gentleman  of  polished  and  dignified  manners,  cour- 
teous and  polite,  and  with  all  a  good  parliamentarian.  No  member 
could  have  been  chosen  whose  election  would  have  given  more 
general  satisfaction,  nor  inspired  more  hope  for  the  future  welfare 
of  the  organization.  He  will  make  a  good  President,  and  will  come 
near,  we  predict,  harmonizing  all  conflicting  elements,  should  any 
exist,  now,  after  the  very  pleasant  and  harmonious  meeting  just 
held,  under  the  administration  of  that  popular  and  excellent  man 
and  officer,  Sam.  R.  Burroughs.  Dr.  Paine  is  a  worthy  successor 
of  a  most  worthy  man  and  physician.  Dr.  Burroughs  covered  him- 
self all  over  with  glory,  and  wears  his  laurels  with  a  quiet  dignity 
quite  characteristic  of  the  man. 

We  present  an  excellent  portrait  of  Dr.  Paine,  and  give  below  a 
brief  outline  of  his  life.  It  will  be  seen  that  in  a  brief  forty  years 
he  has  crowded  much  of  usefulness, — and  it  is  a  wish — which  we 
know  will  be  heartily  endorsed  by  his  hosts  of  friends  and  ad- 
mirers— that  he  may  live  forty  years  more,  of  usefulness  to  his 
fellow  man.  It  is  noteworthy  that  Dr.  Paine  was  not  only  elected 
unanimously,  but  had  no  opponent.  His  election,  seemingly,  was 
agreed  upon  spontaneously.  Efforts  have  been  made  repeatedly  to 
induce  the  noble  Swearingen  to  accept  the  position  of  President* 
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but  in  vain,  and  when  again  urged  at  Galveston,  he  declined  for 
the  third  or  fourth  time.  There  is  no  doubt  he  could  be  elected  at 
any  meeting,  if  he  could  be  inducec  to  accept  the  honor.  Paine 
had  no  opponent — none  wished  to  compete  with  him. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Dr.  Paine  made  an  early  start  in  his 
career,  he  having  been  commissioned  Surgeon  (Major)  early  in 
1862,  in  the  Confederate  army,  when  he  was  only  21  years  of  age  ; 
the  youngest  full  Surgeon,  perhaps,  in  either  army. 

Dr.  Paine  is  a  native  of  the  Pelican  State.  He  was  born  in  West 
Feliciana  Parish,  La.,  August  16,  1840,  and  is  of  Scotch-English 
descent.  He  received  an  Academic  education  at  Centenary  Col- 
lege, Louisiana,  and  graduated  in  medicine  at  the  University  of 
Louisiana,  in  1861,  during  the  service  of  the  immortal  Stone.  On 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  between  the  States,  Dr.  Paine  entered 
as  a  private  soldier  in  the  20th  Louisiana  Regiment  of  Volunteers; 
was  appointed  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  2 2d  Louisiana  Regiment, 
December,  1861.  After  the  fall  of  New  Orleans,  he'served  in  the 
hospitals  at  Corinth  and  Holly  Springs,  Miss.;  was  examined  May, 
1862,  at  Columbus,  Miss.,  by  the  Army  Board  of  Medical  Exam- 
iners, (Yandell,  Pirn  and  Heustis,)  and,  as  stated,  was  commission- 
ed Surgeon,  with  rank  and  pay  of  Major  of  Cavalry;  assigned  as 
Surgeon  21st  Alabama  Regiment,  which  was  sent  to  Fort  Morgan, 
at  the  mouth  of  Mobile  bay.  By  seniority  of  commission,  he  took 
rank  as  Chief  Surgeon  of  the  forces  constituting  the  defense  of 
Mobile  Bay.  At  the  fall  of  these  forts  in  '64,  Dr.  Paine  was  as- 
signed as  Chief  Surgeon  of  General  Hospital  Nidelet,  at  Mobile, 
where  he  served  till  the  surrender  of  Mobile,  in  '65.  Hence  he 
was  ordered  to  Gainesville,  Alabama,  and  took  rank  as  Surgeon  in 
charge  of  the  General  Hospital  at  that  Post,  and  remained  there 
till  the  final  surrender  of  all  the  Confederate  forces,  in  June,  1865. 

Upon  the  declaration  of  peace,  Dr.  Paine  settled  in  Mobile,  and 
engaged  in  general  practice;  removed  to  Texas  in  1874;  was  elect- 
to  the  Chair  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children  in 
the  Texas  Medical  College  and  Hospital  at  Galveston,  in  1875;. 
after  competitive  examination,  was  made  Dean  of  the  Faculty  in 
'79;  was  elected  chairman  of  the  Section  on  Gynaecology  in  the 
Texas  State  Medical  Association,  in  1885;  and  chairman  of  the 
Section  on  Practice,  in  1886;  was  chosen  Secretary  to  the  Section 
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on  Gynaecology  in  the  American  Medical  Association,  in  1885; 
elected  President  Galveston  County  Medical  Society,  in  same  year; 
was  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents  of  the  Section  on  Public  and  In- 
ternational Hygiene  of  the  Ninth  International  Medical  Congress; 
elected  to  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica,  Therapeutics  and  Hygiene, 
in  the  Medical  Department  of  Tulane  University — his  Alma 
Mater,  in  1885,  which  position  he  filled  one  term,  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  the  Faculty  and  Trustees,  and  with  distinguished 
credit  to  himself  and  to  Texas.  Resigning  this  honorable  position, 
for  private  reasons  satisfactory  to  himself,  he  resumed  practice  in 
Galveston,  where  he  has  a  large  clientelle  of  the  wealthier  classes, 
and  lives  in  elegance  and  comfort,  in  a  beautiful  home  on  Broad- 
way— the  Boulevard  of  Galveston — the  fruits  of  his  individual  la- 
bors and  industry.  On  resigning  his  chair  in  the  University,  at 
the  close  of  the  session,  after  repeated  solicitations  to  reconsider 
his  determination,  he  was  made  the  recipient  of  a  testimonial  from 
the  Faculty,  in  the  shape  of  a  set  of  resolutions,  expressive  of  the 
high  appreciation  of  his  services  (which  were  characterized  as 
eminently  satisfactory  and  valuable,)  entertained  by  his  colleagues, 
individually  and  collectively;  and  of  deep  and  sincere  regret  at 
the  necessity  which  induced  him  to  sever  relations  so  pleasant  to 
them.  These  resolutions  bore  testimony  to  Dr.  Paine's  professional 
attainments  and  ability,  no  less  than  to  those  agreeable  social 
qualities  for  which  he  is  distinguished;  and  altogether,  expressed 
a  sincere  regard  for  him  as  a  teacher,  a  physician  and  a  man — 
whom  to  know,  is  to  respect;  couched  in  language  as  courteous  as 
complimentary. 

Dr.  Paine  is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Alabama  State  Surgical 
and  Gynaecological  Association;  an  honorary  member  of  the  Lou- 
isiana State  Pharmaceutical  Association,  etc.  He  has  contributed 
but  little  to  current  medical  literature,  being  kept  busy  by  his  large 
practice,  the  demands  of  which  wrere  such  as  to  prevent  his  even 
being  present  in  the  hall  when  his  election  was  announced  amidst 
cheers  and  applause.  His  best  papers  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Transactions  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association — notably  his 
address  as  Chairman  of  the  Section  on  Practice — and  in  the  New 
Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
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OTICES 


"The  University  Magazine"  is  the  name  of  a  publication,  the 
prospectus  for  which  has  been  issued  by  the  indefatigable  Dr. 
Hummel,  of  Philadelphia,  publisher  of  several  sterling  periodicals.. 

It  is  to  be  a  handsome  sixty-four  page  monthly,  and  will  appear 
October  ist.  It  will  be  edited  under  the  auspices  of  the  Alumni 
and  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  by  a 
staff  of  able  and  well  known  physicians.  Subscription  price,  $2  a 
year.  Look  out  for  it;  it  will  be  something  out  of  the  ordinary, 
and  will  create  a  sensation.  Success  to  it  and  to  its  enterprising 
publisher. 


Dr.  Hadra's  Book. — Lesions  of  the  Vagina  and  Pelvic  Floor ',  with 
special  reference  to  Uterine  and  Vaginal  Prolapse.  By  B.  E. 
Hadra,  M.  D.,  Austin,  Texas  ;  with  38  illustrations,  Philadel- 
phia. Records,  McMullen  &  Co.,  limited,  1888,  pages  326, 
cloth  boards,  price  $2.00.  Address  Medical  Register,  15 19  Wal- 
nut street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

This  book  was  written  about  two  years  ago,  and  whatever  omis- 
sions there  may  have  been,  or  other  defects,  are  corrected  in  an  ap- 
pendix. However,  in  a  second  edition  much  improvement  can  be 
made,  and  the  work  rendered  more  uniform.  Still,  as  it  is,  it  is 
the  most  comprehensive,  yet  condensed,  review  of  the  subject  from 
a  modern  standpoint,  extant.  It  is  practical,  and  so  arranged  that 
the  reader  can  at  once  find  what  he  wishes  without  tedious  search. 

The  question  as  to  whether  Alexander's  or  Olshausen's  opera- 
tion should  be  preferred,  and  performed  for  otherwise  intractable 
cases  of  retroflexions,  prolapse,  etc.,  the  author  does  not  decide  : 
opinion  is  divided  on  the  subject,  and  a  decision  in  favor  of  the 
one  or  the  other  would  be  premature;  it  yet  remains  to  be  seen 
which  is  the  better  operation  for  the  specified  purpose.  These 
operations,  however,  are  fully  described  by  the  author  and  their 
merits  freely  discussed  and  sufficient  hints  are  given  to  assist  the 
surgeon  in  a  choice. 

As  to  Colporrhaphy  and  Perineorrhaphy  we  are  pleased  to  see 
that  the  author  estimates  their  usefulness  at  its  real  worth  ;  there 
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is  certainly  too  much  refinement  in  devices  for  their  performance, 
•and  he  would  simplify  it.  There  is  much  that  is  new  and  original 
in  the  book,  and  we  commend  it  to  our  readers  as  a  real  treat  in 
that  line. 

The  work  is  presented  in  good  style  ;  it  is  printed  on  good  paper 
in  clear  type,  and  altogether  is  a  creditable  production.  We  are 
much  gratified  to  see  the  author  testifies  his  appreciation  of  the 
many  excellent  qualities  of  head  and  heart, — of  the  real  worth  of 
our  mutual  and  distinguished  friend,  Dr.  T.  J.  Tyner,by  dedicating 
this,  his  maiden  effort,  to  him. 


Removals. — Dr.  S.  L.  Post,  from  Alvarado  to  Gainesville;  Dr. 
W.  W.  Wallace,  from  San  Augustine  to  Abilene;  Dr.  J.  P.  Lehde. 
■from  New  Braunfels  to  Austin;  Dr.  J.  B.  Kilpatrick,  from  Celina 
to  Commerce;  Dr.  William  Pearson,  from  Cleburne  to  Joshua; 
Dr.  M.  S.  Howell,  from  Farmersville  to  Lien. 


Dr.  S.  H.  Stout,  of  Cisco,  met  with  a  serious  accident  last 
month;  he  fell  and  dislocated  his  shoulder  joint.  By  resolution,  a 
telegram  was  sent  him,  and  also  one  to  Dr.  Clopton,  by  the  State 
Association  in  convention,  expressing  sympathy. 

Died. — Dr.  H.  J.  Hunter,  of  Palestine,  died  May  4th,  aged  50. 
Graduate  N.  O.  School  Med.,  i860. 


Dr.  W.  F.  Buck,  late  of  Pecos,  lost  his  wife  and  two  young 
daughters  last  month,  within  a  few  weeks.  The  doctor's  own 
health  is  much  impaired,  and  he  has  removed  temporarily  to 
Salem,  Lee  County,  Ala.     He  has  our  sympathy  in  his  misfortune. 


Dr.  F.  W.  Kaiser,  of  Flatonia,  who  was  expelled  from  the  State 
Association  last  year,  for  associating  himself  in  practice  with  Dr. 
Johnson,  a  "legal  practitioner,"  but  without  a  diploma,  was  re- 
admitted to  membership,  and  Dr.  Johnson,  having  meantime 
graduated  M.  D.  at  Tulane  University,  was  also  elected  to  mem- 
bership at  the  Galveston  meeting. 


EDICAL 
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At  the  New  York  Polyclinic. — Dr.  C.  C.  Black,  of  Round 
Rock,  is  at  the  Polyclinic.  He  writes  that  he  sees  Daniel's 
Texas  Medical  Journal  on  every  desk,  and  feels  that  he  has  met 
an  old  friend  whose  society  is  very  congenial  and  pleasant. 

Married. — At  Schulenburg,  Texas,  April  23,  1888,  Dr.  Isaac  E.. 
Clarke  to  Miss  Ella  Woolston,  all  of  Schulenburg.  The  bridal 
couple  visited  Galveston  during  the  meeting,  and  were  recipients- 
of  many  congratulations. 

Married. — At  Wichita  Falls,  April  30,  1888,  Vice-President 
Texas  State  Medical  Association,  Dr.  O.  Eastland,  to  Miss  — 
Jalonick,  of  that  city.  Our  hearty  congratulations  are  extended 
the  handsome  and  accomplished  doctor,  and  also  to  his  happy 
young  bride.  They  visited  Denver  and  the  Yellowstone  for  a. 
bridal  trip. 

North  Texas  Medical  Association. — The  North  Texxs  Medi- 
cal Association  will  hold  its  regular  semi-annual  meeting  in  the 
city  of  McKinney  on  June  12,  188S,  and  continue  in  session 
three  days. 

The  Texas  Medical  College  at  Galveston  is  an  assured  fact. 
It  is  understood  that  when  under  headway,  and  when  the  Medical- 
Department  of  the  University  of  Texas  becomes  able  to  begin,  the 
two  are  to  be  merged,  i.  e.  the  Texas  Medical  College  is  to  turn 
over  all  the  property  to  the  University  Regents,  and  anew  Faculty 
will  be  organized.  Thus,  in  time,  the  Medical  Department  of  the- 
University  will  receive  the  benefit  of  the  Seely  donations  and  the 
city  donation — aggregating  one  hundred  thousand  dollars — but  the 
present  organization  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  $50,000  appropri- 
ated by  the  legislature  for  the  University  Medical  School. 

We  learn  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Texas  Medi- 
cal College  recently  held,  the  following  appointments  were  made  : 

Professor  of  Science  and  Art  of  Surgery,  B.  E.  Hadra,  M.  D.,  of 
Austin. 

Professor  of  Obstetrics,  etc.,  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  M.  D.,  of  Galveston. 
Professor  of  Anatomy,  A.  W.  Fly,  M.  D.,of  Galveston. 
Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,   H.  C.  West,  M'.. 
D.,  of  Galveston. 
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Professor  of  Physiology  and  the  Institutes  of  Medicine,  H.  P. 
Cook,  M.  D.,  of  Galveston. 

Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  E.  Randall,  Jr., 
M.  D.,  of  Galveston. 

Lecturer  of  Deseases  on  the  Eye,  Ear  and  Throat,  G.  P.  Hall, 
M.  D.,  of  Galveston. 

Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  Geo.  H.  Lee,  M.  D.,  of  Galveston. 

The  preliminary  course  will  begin  October  15,  1888,  and  the 
Regular  Session  November  1.  The  Trustees  have  leased  the  City 
Hospital  buildings  for  ten  years  and  the  Faculty  will  be  the  Hos- 
pital Staff.  Clinical  material  will  be  abundantly  supplied.  Our 
best  wishes  attend  this  noble  enterprise. 


Personal. — Dr.  Wm.  M.  Yandell,  whose  paper  appears  in  this 
issue,  is  a  son  of  the  late  Professor  Lunsford  Yandell,  Sr.,  of  Louis- 
ville, Ky.  His  paper  bore  off  first  prize  at  the  Gross  Medical  Col- 
lege Commencement,  for  "best  Essay  on  any  subject  connected 
with  medical  jurisprudence,"  Judge  Campbell  making  the  award — 
a  most  appropriate  one — two  handsome  volumes,  "Autobiography 
-of  Sam'l  D.  Gross."   Dr.  Yandell  has  settled  in  El  Paso. 


Time  ! — One  more  issue  of  the  Journal  will  complete  Yol.  3, 
and  the  third  year  of  its  unprecedented  success.  We  can  but  feel 
grateful  to  those  who  have  contributed  to  that  success,  by  pen  and 
pocket;  who  have  paid  their  subscription  promptly  in  advance, 
and  have  as  promptly  renewed.  We  call  on  them  now  to  renew 
their  subscriptions — many  have  already  done  so, — for  we  need  the 
money  as  badly  as  we  ever  did.  But  what  shall  we  say  of  those 
few  who  have  not  paid  at  all? — who  have  received  and  read  and 
enjoyed  and  profited  by  our  and  others'  labors,  one  whole  year — 
two — three  whole  years — and  who  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  polite  solici- 
tations for  payment,  and  get  mad  at  a  dun  ?  Well,  we  suppose  the 
best  thing  for  us  and  for  the  Journal  would  be  to  drop  them,  and 
lose  four  or  six  dollars,  rather  than  let  them  take  it  for  nothing  the 
balance  of  life;  but,  the  law  says  a  subscriber  cannot  be  dropped 
so  long  as  he  is  in  arrears  !  How  about  that?  Now  we  do  hope 
somebody  will  take  a  hint  and  hustle  up  the  amount  due  us;  Vol.  3 
is  nearly  out,  and  it  is  much  easier  to  pay  $2  or  $4,  or  even  $6,  than 
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$8  or  $10;  and  then — we  need  it;  it  is  a  kind  of  Must  with  us,  and 
some  of  the  bills  are  "kinder"  musty.  We  do  not  want  to  advertise 
them  for  sale,  like  Lanphere  did;  for  thanks,  we  have  not  enough 
of  the  $4  and  $6  kind  to  justify  it;  but,  something  must  be  done 
with  them.  Meantime,  now  is  the  time  to  come  to  time,  to  pay  up, 
to  renew,  to  subscribe.  Get  up  clubs  at  $15  for  ten,  and  a  copy 
free  to  sender,  and  let  them  rattle  in  as  they  did  at  Galveston  and 
since.    Fifty-four  new  volunteer  subscribers  since  the  meeting. 


STRAINING  AT  A  GNAT  AND  SWALLOWING  A  CAMEL. 

[The  following  clipping  is  sent  to  us  by  one  of  our  largest  ad- 
vertisers, manufacturers  of  well-known  and  useful  pharmacals,  and 
we  produce  it  with  pleasure. — Ed.] 

••  American  medical,  pharmaceutical  and  trade  journals,  usually 
keen  to  detect  a  hidden  advertisement  in  communications  recom- 
mending new  drugs  and  preparations  when  the  same  emanate 
from  home  sources,  throw  caution  and  ordinary  business  sense  to 
the  winds  when  it  comes  to  recommending  and  puffing  the  very 
same  class  of  merchandise,  bearing  a  foreign  name  and  recom- 
mended by  foreign  authority.  The  success  of  one  or  two  German 
chemicals,  the  products  of  synthesis,  opened  the  doors  for  a  flood 
of  antiseptins,  antifebrins,  antipyrins,  and  other  "antis"  ending  in 
"ol"  or  "in."  They  come  to  us  covered  all  over  with  patents — 
patents  covering  the  names,  the  process  of  manufacture,  the  ingre- 
dients (save  those  which  are  kept  absolutely  secret),  the  modes  of 
dispensing,  the  package,  the  label — in  short,  everything  that  a 
patent  can  be  made  to  cover.  In  a  word,  they  are  patent  medi- 
cines in  the  very  widest  and  strictest  sense  of  the  term  ;  and  yet 
they  are  received  with  enthusiastic  welcome  by  the  press  and  prac- 
tioner,  and  are  given,  gratis  and  gladly,  advertisements  that  money 
could  not  purchase  for  a  home  product,  even  though  ten  times 
more  valuable,  and  not  one-tenth  so  much  patented. 

"One  of  the  proprietors  of  a  drug  of  this  sort,  recently  established 
in  America,  on  being  approached  by  the  solicitor  of  advertising  for 
an  American  medical  journal,  answered  very  curtly  that  "they 
didn't  have  to  advertise  their  article.  They  got  all  the  advertis- 
ing they  wanted,  for  nothing,  in  the  shape  of  laudatory  communi- 
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cations  in  the  reading  matter  of  the  medical  journals."  Which 
was  true,  every  word  of  it,  and  that  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  it  was- 
a  patent  medicine.  The  very  journal  for  which  the  agent  was  sol- 
iciting, and  in  the  very  copy  which  he  carried  as  a  specimen,  con- 
tained no  less  than  six  laudatory  notices  of  the  drug  in  question 
— one  of  them  a  communication  covering  several  pages  and  herald- 
its  virtues  in  almost  every  known  form  of  disease. 

"Per  contra,  the  same  journal  had  enjoyed  for  years  a  handsome 
revenue  from  the  advertisement  of  a  reputable  proprietary  medi- 
cine house  of  this  city,  but  had  persistently  refused  to  admit  with- 
in its  reading  matter  a  little  notice  commendatory  of  one  of  its 
specialties,  the  formula  for  which  was  printed  on  every  bottle. 

"It  is  useless  to  plead  that  these  imported  patents  are  so  valuable 
that  the  profession  must  have  them  and  must  use  them,  secret  nos- 
trums though  they  be.  This  is  not  true,  nor  is  it  true  that  the 
manufacturers  over  there  are  any  more  honest  or  frank  as  to  the 
nature  and  origin  of  their  wares  than  are  the  American  manufac- 
turers of  similar  drugs.  In  proof  of  this  assertion  we  call  the  at- 
tention of  our  readers  to  Gawalowski's  merciless  exposure  of  a 
new  compound  which  is  gecting  ready  in  Germany  to  make  a  des- 
cent on  Europe  and  America  in  the  style  of  its  predecessors — the 
antiseptic  kreolin,  of  the  wondrous  value  of  which  the  advance 
guard  of  certificates  have  already  commenced  to  appear  in  our 
journals.  Will  the  latter  be  warned  in  time,  or  will  they  swindle 
themselves  out  of  thousands  of  dollars  by  giving  it  the  usual  Amer- 
ican welcome  and  gratis  advertising  ?" — Dr.  James'  editorial  in  St. 
Louis  Druggist. 


As  the  hot  months  come  on,  baby's  bowels  begin  to  run  off, — 
teething  is  in  fashion,  and  colic  is  ripe.  Then  the  thoughts  of  the 
young  pater  familids  turn  to  the  doctor,  and  the  momentous  ques- 
tion of  Infants'  food  comes  up.  We  advertise  Nestles'  and  Mel- 
lins'  and  Carnrick's.  Read  them  all,  Papa,  and  choose  yourself — 
for  you  see  the  position  we  are  in, — they  are  all  the  best. 

Loco  Plant. — A  very  interesting  letter  on  the  subject  of  this 
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plant,  written  by  Dr.  B.  F.  Kingley,o  of  San  Antonio,  to  this  Jour- 
nal, is  crowded  out  by  the  proceedings;  it  will  appear  next  month. 


Please  read  all  the  advertisements,  they  are  all  interesting. 

Parke,  Davis  &Co.  have  made  a  tasteless  Cascara  Cordial  which 
is  said  to  cure  constipation  and  indigestion. 

Sharp  &  Dohme  preparations  are  standard,  and  are  quoted  now 
as  Squibbs'  used  to  be. 

BEAUTIFUL  CHEMICAL  PREPARATION. 

A  snow  white  mass  of  Caffeine,  the  active  principle  of  coffee, 
(200  pounds  and  of  great  value,)  is  now  on  exhibition  in  the 
window  of  William  R.  Warner  &  Co.,  1228  Market  Street,  Phila- 
delphia. This  beautiful  crystallization  represents  ten  tons  of  coffee, 
and  is  used  as  an  ingredient  in  the  preparation  of  Bromo  Soda 
prescribed  for  the  cure  of  headaches,  migraine,  nervousness,  sea 
sickness,  &c. — Philadelphia  Inquirer. 

A  PERFECT  LIQUID  CATHARTIC. 

Mess.  Eli  Lilly  &  Co.: 

I  have  been  using  your  Elixir  Purgans  in  my  practice,  and  find 
nothing  to  equal  it  as  a  cathartic  and  laxative  for  women  and 
children.  A.  E.  Haskinson,  M.  D., 

Columbus,  Ohio. 

Germantown,  Tenn.,  Feb.  18,  1888. 
Jerome  Kidder  Manufacturing  Co.: 

Gentlemen — The  No.  5  Hydrostat  Electro  Faradic  Apparatus 
has  been  duly  received;  and  from  the  annoyance  I  have  ex- 
perienced in  keeping  other  machines  intact,  it  seems  that  your  de- 
vice is  but  little  less  than  perfection.  Its  convenience  is  striking, 
the  ready  and  certainty  of  its  work  is  wondrous.  The  durability, 
simplicity,  compactness  is  striking  and  suggestive  to  the  needs  of 
a  busy  practitioner,  and  above  all  will  add,  that  the  various 
currents  produced  in  this  machine  cannot  be  equaled  by  any 
machine  now  offered  to  the  profession.       Yous  truly, 

T.  H.  Williams,  M.  D. 


AD  VER  T1SEMENTS. 


Pil:  Chalybeate  Comp. 

(Warner  &  Co.) 

Nux  Vomica  is  added  as  an  ingredient  to  Pill  Chalybeate  to  in- 
crease the  tonic  effect  when  desired. 

COMPOSITION  OF  EACH  PILL: 

(Chalybeate  Mass.)    Carb.  Protoxide  of  Iron,  gr.  21/,. 
Ext.  Nuc.  Vom.  gr.  1-6. 

DOSE. — 1  to  3  pills. 
Most  advantageously  employed  in  the  treatment  of  Anaemia, 
Chlorosis,  Phthisis,  Scrofula,  Loss  of  Appetite,  etc. 

Pil:  Antiseptic 

(Warner  &  Co.) 

Each  pill  contains:  Sulphite  Soda,  1  gr.;  Salicylic  Acid,  1  gr.; 
Ext.  Nuc.  Vomica,  %  gr.  DOSE. — 1  to  3  pills. 
Pil.  Antiseptic  is  prescribed  with  great  advantage  in  cases  of 
Dyspepsia  attended  with  acid  stomach  and  enfeebled  digestion 
following  excessive  indulgence  in  eating  or  drinking.  It  is 
used  with  advantage  in  Rheumatism.  Per  100,  80  cts. 

Pil:  Antiseptic  Comp 

(Warner  &  Co.) 

Each  pill  contains:  Sulphite  Soda,  1  gr.;  Salicylic  Acid,  I 
gr.;  Ext.  Nuc.  Vomica,  1-8  gr.;  Powd.  Capsicum,  1-10  gr.;  Conc't 
Pepsin,  1  gr.    DOSE. — 1  to  3  pills. 

Pil.  Antiseptic  Comp.  are  prescribed  with  great  advantage  in 
cases  of  Dyspepsia,  Indigestion  and  malassimilation  of  food. 

-  INGLiUVIN-- 

VENTRICTTLUS  -callosus  -  GALLINACEUS 

A  POWDER:  Prescribed  in  the  same  manner,  dose  and  com- 
bination as  Pepsin,  used  in  all  cases  where  Pepsin  is  required 
with  superior  advantage. 

Agent:  J.  J,  TOBIN,  Austin,  Texas, 
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By  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  this  Journal  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of  the 
Austin  District  Medical  Society. 


pRIGINAL  RETICLES. 

^^CONTRIBUTED  EXCLUSIVELY  TO  THIS  JOURNAL. ""IBS 


The  Articles  in  this  Department  are  accepted  and  published  with  the  understanding 
that  we  are  not  responsible  for,  nor  do  we  indorse  the  views  and  opinions  of  the  writers 
so  doing. 


PELVIC  PERITONITIS. 


By  W.  C.  Fisher,  M.  D. 

A  paper  read  before  the  Galveston  County  Medical  Club,  and  contributed  to 
Daniel  s  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

Mr.  Preside??!  and  Gentlemen  : 

IT  is  almost  a  matter  of  impossibility  for  us  in  this  progressive 
age  to  select  a  subject  that  has  not  been  thoroughly  ventilated 
by  the  leading  lights  in  the  profession,  or  to  introduce  anything 
new  and  original;  and  I  am  merely  sketching  this  for  the  purpose 
of  hearing  the  members  of  our  honorable  club  give  us  their  views, 
and  the  benefit  of  their  experience. 

Pelvic  Peritonitis  may  be  defined  as  an  inflammation  involving 
the  peritoneum  of  the  pelvic  cavity,  and  like  all  inflammations  has 
three  stages ;  first,  the  stage  of  congestion,  when  there  is  increased 
heat,  blood  stasis  and  pain ;  the  second  stage,  when  there  is  the 
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formation  of  lymph  ;  and  third,  where  the  inflammatory  process 
goes  on  to  the  formation  of  pus. 

It  is  possible  in  some  cases,  where  the  disease  is  recognized  in 
the  first  stage,  to  limit  it  to  this  stage,  but  unfortunately  such  cases 
are  rare,  owing  either  to  the  patient  applying  to  some  old  woman, 
or  friend,  for  remedies,  and  not  sending  for  the  physician,  until  the 
disease  has  advanced  to  the  second  stage,  or  to  the  physician  fail- 
ing to  recognize  the  case  in  this  early  stage.  After  the  formation 
of  lymph  has  taken  place,  our  patient  is  in  a  critical  condition, 
and  it  will  require  the  most  judicious  treatment  to  prevent  either 
death  from  high  temperature  or  exhaustion,  or  to  prevent  the  for- 
mation of  pus;  which  is  the  most  formidable  stage  of  disease  that 
we  have  to  encounter,  for  unless  this  pus  has  an  exit  either  by  the 
surgeon's  hand  or  by  Dame  Nature  making  an  outlet,  or,  unless 
the  pus  become  encysted,  we  are  bound  to  have  death  sooner  or  la- 
ter, from  either  acute  or  chronic  septicaemia  or  pyaemia.  A.n(T 
even  if  the  pus  become  encysted,  we  are  in  constant  dread  of  the 
cyst  bursting  and  relighting,  so  to  speak,  a  smothered  or  dormant 
peritonitis,  or  the  end  may  be  still  more  rapid  by  the  shock  which 
often  attends  the  bursting  of  these  pus  sacs. 

From  the  intimate  relation  that  exists  between  the  peritoneum 
and  the  female  organs  of  gestation  and  the  cellular  tissue  that 
unites  them,  we  can  readily  see  the  amount  of  damage  that  maybe 
had  is  often  the  result  of  a  severe  inflammation  of  either  the  sec- 
ond or  third  stage,  or  both,  and  for  this  reason  it  behooves  us  to 
study  carefully  the  causes  that  lead  to  this  trouble,  and,  as  far  as 
in  our  power,  eliminate  them. 

We  are  well  aware  that  peritonitis  is  often  the  result  either  of  an 
extension  by  contiguity  of  the  inflammatory  process  from  the  eel- 
hilar  tissue,  or  the  relation  between  the  two  is  so  intimate  that  they 
are  often  attacked  at  the  same  time. 

Some  authors  are  inclined  to  classify  the  two  under  a  common 
name  \  but  the  weight  of  authority  is  in  favor  of  differentiating 
them  on  the  ground  that  the  two  tissues  involved  are  so  entirely, 
dissimilar,  histologically. 

Almost  any  factor  that  is  capable  of  producing  one  of  these  dis- 
eases is  equally  liable  to  produce  the  other;  that  is,  in  a  general 
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way.  I  will  dwell  more  particularly  on  several  of  the  most  com- 
mon factors,  and  then  mention  the  others  in  passing. 

The  ignorance  that  most  young  ladies  have,  regarding  the  mens- 
trual function  is  often  the  cause  of  a  severe  attack  of  peritonitis, 
which  if  it  does  not  end  their  earthly  career,  may,  by  the  adhesions 
and  bands  of  inflammatory  lymph  which  remain,  deprive  them  of 
that  which,  to  a  noble  woman,  is  the  greatest  gift  of  God,  namely, 
maternity;  or  if  it  is  not  so  serious  as  this,  they  may  be  invalids 
for  life,  and  unable  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  and  attributes  of  mar- 
ried life.  Knowing  the  evil  resulting  from  this  ignorance,  it  is  our 
duty,  as  family  physicians,  to  tell  mothers  and  those  entrusted  with 
the  care  of  their  daughters,  of  the  importance  of  a  certain  amount 
of  knowledge  regarding  this  physiological  process. 

How  imprudence  during  this  time  may  produce  so  much  trouble, 
is  too  well  known  to  all  of  us  for  me  to  dwell  on. 

Another  prolific  cause  is  abortion,  which,  alas!  too  often  meets 
the  physician  of  the  day,  and  with  it  we  are  confronted  with  the 
painful  knowledge  that  the  blood  of  the  unborn  infant  has  de- 
creased in  value  in  modern  times.  We  do  not  meet  these  abor- 
tions alone  in  women  of  low  moral  standing,  or  in  girls,  the  victims 
of  misplaced  confidence,  who  will  resort  to  every  means  to  hide 
their  shame,  but  often  in  women  whose  standing  is  high,  and  whose 
moral  characters  are  considered  above  reproach,  and  their  only 
reason  is  because  the  demands  of  society  are  such  that  it  is  dis- 
tasteful and.  unfashionable  to  have  more  than  one  or  two  children. 
All  kinds  of  means  are  resorted  to,  both  therapeutical  and  mechan- 
ical, to  bring  about  this  end.  Every  town  and  city  of  the  day 
possesses  either  low  old  women,  or  doctoresses  who  are  willing  to 
produce  abortions,  or  some  physicians  who  prefer  to  make  a  living 
by  murdering  the  unborn  infant,  to  following  their  legitimate 
calling. 

The  perpetrators  of  such  heinous  crimes  will  not  be  found  in  the 
ranks  of  our  honored  fellows.  Where  they  are  to  be  found  must 
be  the  work  of  the  detective,  and  not  the  doctor. 

Some  young  women  are  ignorant  of  the  crime  that  they  are  com- 
mitting, and  are  merely  following  in  the  footsteps  of  some  of  their 
seniors.  A  word  of  advice  in  this  direction  from  the  doctor,  will 
often  prevent  a  repetition.    Hence,  it  is  our  duty  to  warn  all,  not 
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only  of  the  great  moral  wrong  they  are  committing,  but  also  the 
great  danger  that  their  physical  condition  is  subjected  to. 

Another  potent  cause  is  gonorrhoea,  which  is,  as  we  all  know,  a 
very  common  affection  with  loose  women,  first  affecting  the  vagina, 
thence  the  uterine  cavity,  mucous  membrane  of  the  tubes,  and  then 
the  peritoneum.  In  all  obscure  cases,  not  only  in  those  who  we 
have  every  reason  to  believe  are  suffering  from  this  complaint,  but 
in  those  who  are  in  the  most  refined  circles,  we  should  enquire 
very  minutely  into  the  history  of  the  case;  for  all  married  men  are 
not  particularly  scrupulous  regarding  the  marital  vow,  and  oc- 
casionally infect  their  wives;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  though  not 
so  often,  some  married  women  are  equally  regardless  of  their  duty 
to  their  husbands,  and  become  infected. 

The  other  causes  may  be  enumerated  as  surgical  operations  on  the 
pelvic  vicera,  parturition,  inflammation  of  the  lining  membrane  of 
the  uterus,  injection  of  fluid  into  the  uterus,  traumatic  inflamma- 
tion, uterine  displacement,  etc. 

The  symptoms  of  this  disease  are  well  known  to  all  of  you,  and 
I  will  merely  mention  them  in  the  order  given  in  Thomas'  work, 
Diseases  of  Women:  Pelvic  pain  and  tenderness,  sometimes  great 
vesical  irritation,  usually  increased  thermometric  range,  nausea 
and  vomiting,  anxious  faces,  mental  disturbance  and  tympanites. 

I  would  call  especial  attention  to  the  fact  that  we  quite  often 
meet  a  severe  attack  of  this  disease,  when  there  is  no  exaltation  of 
the  temperature,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  rather  a  tendency  to  a 
sub-normal  condition.  This  is  mentioned  in  Thomas'  work,  and 
he  says  that  to  him  who  implicitly  trusts  to  the  revelations  of  the 
thermometer  it  will  prove  an  unreliable  guide,  etc. 

This  has  been  my  experience  in  several  cases,  in  the  past  two 
years.  (Some  might  say  it  was  due  to  my  thermometer,  but  as  it 
was  thoroughly  tested  and  tried,  that  can  be  eliminated.) 

The  length  of  this  paper  is  already  beyond  my  intention, 
and  instead  of  entering  into  description  of  the  physical  signs, 
I  will  refer  to  the  works  on  genaecology  which  are  numerous 
and  most  excellent.  I  cannot  close,  however,  without  mak- 
ing some  remarks  on  treatment,  and  refering  to  a  case  or  two 
in  practice. 

The   sheet   anchor   in   this  disease  is  undoubtedly  opium  in 
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some  form  or  other,  for  it  brings  about  both  physical  and 
physiological  rest,  which  is  the  sine  qua  non.  It  must  be  given 
for  its  effect,  and  not  according  to  the  dose  in  our  posological 
tables  ;  it  it  simply  wonderful  what  large  amounts  can  be  ad- 
ministered before  we  get  the  desired  effect.  The  next  indi- 
cation is  to  reduce  the  high  temperature  which  generally 
plays  a  very  prominent  part,  and  for  this,  nothing  in  my  opin- 
ion, is  equal  to  large  doses  of  antipyrine,  guarded  by  either 
digitalis  or  strapanthus.  I  formerly  gave  quinine  in  large 
doses  for  its  antipyritic  effect,  but  since  the  above  remedy  has 
been  brought  into  such  common  use,  I  use  it  in  two  three 
grain  doses,  every  three  or  four  hours,  as  a  heart  tonic.  I 
use  turpentine  stupes  freely  to  the  abdomen  for  the  distress- 
ing tympanites,  and  in  small  doses,  say  five  or  ten  minims, 
every  four  hours  internally.  I  have  never  used  it  in  the  large 
doses  recommended  for  diphtheria,  but  think,  in  the  septic 
form,  it  would  be  good  treatment,  and  I  intend  trying  it  in  the 
future.  Occasionally  the  tympanites  will  be  so  distressing 
that  aspiration  will  be  necessary,  but  this  is  indeed  very  sel- 
dom. In  addition  to  the  above  remedies  a  large  enema  of 
castor  oil  and  turpentine  will  often  produce  charming  results. 
I  have  no  experience  whatever  with  the  treatment  of  this  dis- 
ease by  the  "salines,"  but  such  treatment  is  endorsed  by  high 
authority  and  must  have  merit.  It  seems  to  me,  that  it  would 
be  very  useful  in  the  first  stage,  by  relieving  the  full  and  con- 
gested blood  vessels,  and  thus  relieve  tension. 

If  the  peritonitis  has  become  suppurative,  and  we  can  locate 
the  pus,  and  it  is  doing  damage,  then  we  must  give  it  an  out- 
let either  by  the  knife  or  an  aspirator  \  but  if  we  are  in  doubt,, 
or  if  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  pus  has  become  en- 
cysted, then  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  best  to  wait,  and  build  our  pa- 
tient up  on  tonics,  good  nourishing  diet,  plenty  of  fresh  air 
and  sunshine  and  cheerful  surroundings.  Always,  though, 
warn  our  patient  of  the  presence  of  the  pus,  so  that  she  may 
be  prepared  for  any  accident  that  might  occur. 

If  there  is  evidence  of  sepsis  slowly  killing  our  patient,  we 
should  advise  laparatomy,  if  it  offer  any  hope  of  recovery ; 
and    from    the    moribund  cases  reported  by    Mr.  Lawson  Tate, 
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saved  by  this  proceedure,  we  can  afford  to  be  bold.  We  must 
remember,  though,  that  there  are  few  Taits,  and  it  will  not  do 
for  us  to  immitate  him  too  closely.  It  is  often  a  very  hard 
matter  to  decide  just  when  to  operate. 

Several  months  ago  I  treated  a  very  prominent  colored 
nurse  in  this  city,  for  a  violent  attack  of  peritonitis,  which  be- 
came suppurative.  She  developed  a  low  form  of  septicaemia, 
and  after  consultation  with  four  or  five  of  our  leading  physi- 
cians, we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  chances  were  very 
much  against  her,  but  that  laparatomy  would  give  her  a 
chance.  We  decided  to  watch  and  wait  twenty-four  hours, 
and  well  we  did,  for  in  a  few  hours  there  was  an  escape  of 
pus  high  up  in  the  vagina  and  our  patient  made  a  good  recov- 
ery. Perhaps,  if  the  pus  had  delayed  making  its  appearance 
at  this  opportune  time,  we  would  have  had  another  death  to 
record  from  laparatomy  for  suppurative  peritonitis. 
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HE  subject  under  consideration  would  not,  at   a  cursory 


_J_  glance,  seem  to  be  of  enough  importance  to  the  student  of 
medicine  to  warrant  a  thesis;  yet  on  a  more  profound  investigation, 
its  value  and  significance  to  the  profession  become  more  and 
more  apparent.  Indeed,  it  is  one  that  should  receive  a  careful 
consideration  from  each  and  every  member  of  the  profession  who 
has  the  welfare  of  science  and  humanity  at  heart.  As  science  ad- 
vances, so,  in  a  corresponding  rate,  is  the  human  race  advanced, 
enlightened  and  benefited.  And  verily,  the  progress  or  decline  of 
medicine  is  dependent  on  the  esteem  and  reverence  with  which 
the  profession  is  held  by  that  most  conversent  majority  of  man- 
kink  dubbed  the  laiety. 

Hence,  when  the  world  conceives  false  ideas,  and  entertains  im- 
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pressions  at  variance  with  the  truth  in  regard  to  our  profession,  it 
then  becomes  our  duty  to  ourselves  and  to  humanity  to  strive  with 
our  utmost  energy  to  correct  these  falsities,  and  place  ourselves  in 
a  true  light  to  the  world,  and  thereby  be  enabled  to  carry  but  the 
democratic  principles  of  our  order,  doing  the  most  good  to  the 
greatest  number  of  people.  As  an  example  of  one  of  the  many 
falsely  conceived  ideas  that  the  laiety  hold  in  regard  to  us,  is  that 
ninety-nine  men  out  of  one  hundred  impute  mercenary  motives  to 
us  when  we  refuse  to  prescribe  some  patent  nostrum  for  them,  that 
has  been  judiciously  advertised  by  the  press.  We  are  too  prone 
to  dismiss  them  with  an  ignorant  protest,  instead  of  explaining  to 
them  that  they  would  hold  us  accountable  for  an  action  of  an  un- 
known drug. 

It  was  Dr.  Holmes,  I  believe,  who  makes  one  of  his  literary  char- 
acters in  one  of  his  works  say  that  "nothing  is  of  more  interest  to 
men  of  science  than  facts,  except  theories."  It  may  be  pertinent 
to  remark,  at  the  outset,  that  I  shall  not  present  for  your  consider- 
ation any  carefully  constructed  theories,  no  positive  opinions  in 
regard  to  the  specific  action  of  any  drug,  no  itimized  list  of 
experiments,  no  new  methods  as  to  the  shortest,  quickest  and  most 
accessible  route  to  reduction  of  heresy,  as  you  have  no  doubt  had 
an  ample  amount  of  these  to  test  your  ability.  Nor,  for  the  present, 
need  you  reasonably  expect  it  from  me  under  this  head.  The 
thoughts  I  shall  present  to  you  this  evening,  will  perhaps  be  not 
new  to  you  in  the  least.  They  are  such  thoughts  and  such  obser- 
vations as  will  naturally  come  to  each  and  every  active  member  of 
the  profession  who  possesses  a  tithe  of  the  godlike  attribute  of 
Abou  Ben  Adhem  of  old,  to  whom  an  angel  came  one  night,  in  a 
dream,  bearing  in  his  hand  the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life,  with  the 
names  of  all  the  blest,  who  had  been  washed  in  the  Blood  of  the 
Lamb,  but  his  name  was  not  on  the  list.  As  the  angel  turned 
sadly  away,  Ben  Adhem  spoke,  and  raid,  "Put  me  down,  then,  as 
one  who  loves  his  fellow-men."  Next  night  the  angel  came  again, 
and  Lo!  the  name  of  Abou  Ben  Adham  was  head  of  all  the  list. 

The  thought  contained  herein  may  be  common  to  you  all,  but 
if  I  can  only  succeed  in  impressing  one  idea  on  any  one  of  you 
that  will  cause  a  renewal  of  energy  and  a  determination  to  work 
more  for  the  advancement  of  the  profession  to  that  higher  and 
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loftier  eminence  where  it  justly  belongs,  I  shall  feel  that  my  life  has 
not  been  in  vain. 

That  the  interrogation  contained  in  the  headlines  of  this  subject 
you  have  doubtless  all  answered  in  the  affirmative  ere  this,  that 
the  dissatisfaction  arising  with  the  profession  from  the  laiety  is 
greater  than  that  of  any  other  profession,  science  or  art,  you  will 
only  have  to  refer  to  your  individual  experience  and  admit;  that 
the  causes  and  basis  of  the  existing  dissatisfaction  is  rather  in  the 
false  conceits  of  the  laiety  themselves,  and  with  the  impositions 
that  our  potent  and  sapient  lawmakers  have  allowed  us  to  suffer 
from  without  one  congressional  or  legislative  voice  dissenting,  you 
will  doubtless  also  admit,  and  furthermore,  that  there  are  grave 
reasons  existing  within  the  true  bounds  of  the  profession,  that 
have  a  marked  tendency  to  increase  dissatisfaction,  I  shall  attempt 
to  prove  in  this  paper.  '  But  we  are  pleased  to  see  these  causes 
being  removed,  one  by  one,  by  the  systematic  work  of  the  medical 
men,  the  world  over,  as  a  body  politic. 

Man  is  naturally  more  interested  in  that  which  concerns  his 
present  welfare,  health  and  happiness  than  any  thing  else,  hence, 
being  more  dependent  on  the  science  of  medicine  for  his  physical 
comfort  and  enjoyment,  and  as  the  success  and  failures  of  that 
science  interest  him  more  vitally,  he  naturally  commends  and  con- 
demns it  accordingly.  And  his  abuse  or  praise  depends  more  on 
the  condition  of  his  liver,  lungs  or  stomach,  than  on  any 
systematic  course  of  philosophy  and  reasoning. 

Many  teachers  of  mental  and  moral  science,  and  among  them 
Sir  William  Hamilton,  claim  that  no  mind,  however  educated,  is 
altogether  void  of  superstition,  and  it  does  seem  to  the  casual  ob- 
server that  the  human  mind  is  more  apt  to  be  superstitious  in  re- 
gard to  medicine  than  to  any  other  science  under  the  sun,  and  the 
consecutive  line  of  causes  can  be  traced  from  age  to  age,  down  to 
the  present  time.  From  medical  history,  we  learn  that  in  the  early 
periods  of  the  world,  physics  was  an  art  that  was  supposed  to  be 
most  mysterious,  and  those  who  practiced  it  were  supposed  to  hold 
communication  with  the  spirit  world.  The  belief  that  human  be- 
ings could  obtain  the  power  of  conferring  good  and  inflicting  evil 
on  their  fellow  creatures,  is  of  greater  antiquity,  and  by  its  exten- 
sive prevalence,  it  is  evident  that  the  human  mind  is  a  soil  well 
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adapted  for  its  reception  and  cultivation.  Life  has  so  many  evils- 
that  the  mind  cannot  prevent  nor  avert,  encourages  so  many  hopes 
which  all  ages  are  anxious  to  realize,  that  we  cannot  be  astonished 
to  find  so  many  become  the  willing  prey  of  imposters.  Even  the 
lights  of  Divine  revelations,  and  being  discountenanced  by  civil 
and  Ecclesiastical  laws,  have  never  prevented  frauds  and  absurdi- 
ties from  being  encouraged.  Their  foundation  seems  to  lie  deep 
in  the  human  heart's  anxiety  about  futurity,  its  impatience  for 
good  greater  than  it  enjoys,  and  its  restless  curiosity  to  penetrate 
the  unknown  and  meddle  with  the  forbidden.  Have  you  ever 
paused  to  consider  how  much  superstition  the  enlightened  children 
of  the  nineteenth  century  have  inherited  from  antiquity?  how  it's 
helping  to  clog  the  wheels  of  science  to-day,  and  pervert  the  truth 
from  its  rightful  channels?  We  have  the  evidence  of  superstitous 
frauds  and  imposters  before  our  eyes,  constantly  knocking  with 
brazen  effrontry  at  the  very  doors  of  science,  and  clamoring  for 
admittance.  The  medical  impostor  of  the  dark  ages  simply  threat- 
ened evil  that  he  had  no  power  to  accomplish;  the  imposter  of  to- 
day promises  good,  and  accomplishes  evil. 

The  imposter  of  antiquity  deluded  the  ignorant  by  fear  and 
threats;  the  imposter  of  to-day  flatters  our  knowing  vanity,  by  ex- 
plaining to  us  in  a  nutshell,  and  with  half  a  column  of  testimonials, 
in  the  largest  dailies,  the  whole  secret  of  the  vital  principle  of  life, 
and  places  the  Elixir  of  Life  in  our  hands,  at  the  moderate  cost  of 
$1  per  bottle.  The  one  peopled  the  air  with  wood-nymphs  and 
water-sprites  that  came  at  his  call  to  work  evil  or  good,  the  other 
peoples  our  graveyards  with  the  ghosts  of  his  advocates. 

By  far  the  most  potent  factor  that  exists  among  the  numerous 
causes  of  dissatisfaction  existing  with  the  profession  to-day,  origi- 
nated under  the  protecting  wing  and  shadows  of  the  great  Goddess 
of  Liberty,  where  sit  our  wise  and  patriotic  law-makers,  and  give  the 
charlatan,  imposter  and  avaricious  quack  the  perfect  liberty  to 
carry  the  prescription  given  by  his  honest  old  family  doctor,  for  the 
alleviation  of  some  pain,  to  the  door  of  the  patent  office,  which 
stamps  it  with  the  State  Seal  of  Uncle  Sam's  dominion,  and  under 
the  name  of  some  wonderful  panacea  that  cures  all  ills  that  human 
flesh  is  heir  to,  he  sallies  forth,  sans  reproche  with  his  paint  brush 
and  printer's  ink,  he  spreads  its  flaming  virtues  on  every  wayside 
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plank  from  Maine  to  Mexico,  till  every  son  of  Adam  and  daughter 
of  Eve,  and  the  balance  of  mankind,  who  are  suffering  from  some 
incurable  malady,  hears  of,  or  sees  it,  and  finally  buys  and  tries  it, 
and  casts  it  aside,  or  it  casts  him  aside,  and  takes  up  the  next  one, 
and  so  on,  and  the  charlatan  grows  fat  and  sleek,  with  the  great 
American  Flag  of  Protective  Tariff  watching  and  guarding  his 
secrets.  And  Uncle  Sam  continues,  year  by  year,  to  offer  such  re- 
wards for  villany,  to  discountenance  science,  and  to  blaspheme 
and  slander  the  votaries  of  truth,  until  this  fair  earth  of  ours  is 
•covered,  from  pole  to  circumference,  with  advertisements  of 
patent  nostrums. 

There  is  no  place  under  the  sun  where  you -will  not  meet  the 
evidences  of  their  enterprise.  You  may  walk  in  your  garden  at 
early  morn,  to  meditate  on  the  mutability  of  human  life,  and  you 
will  discover  that  some  patent  mecicine  man  has  invaded  the 
sacred  recesses  of  home,  and  painted  letters,  "St.Jacob's  Oil,"  across 
the  very  gate-post  of  your  dwelling.  Yea,  verily,  if  you  take  wings 
of  the  morning  and  fly  away  to  the  Swelling  Orient,  hoping  to  es- 
cape from  the  patent  medicine  man,  you  will  find  yourself  wonder- 
ing how  "Green's  August  Flower'7  came  to  be  painted,  in  box-car 
letters,  over  the  entrance  of  a  Bhuddist  Temple. 

The  imposter  and  charlatan  is  no  sloth.  He  watches  closely  the 
pulsations  of  science,  and  when  it  tends  in  a  certain  direction  he 
changes  his  tactics  and  names  his  compounds  accordingly.  The 
genius  of  Pasteur  discovers  that  the  source  of  trouble  that  bids 
fair  to  rob  France  of  her  great  silk  industry  is  a  microbe.  His 
experiments  for  their  destruction  succeed,  and  France  is  saved. 
The  gigantic  brain  of  Radam  immediately  discovers  that  S.O.  4  will 
kill  bugs.  Has  read  that  the  human  body  is  full  of  animalculse  : 
good  for  goose,  good  for  gander,  makes  known  the  discovery  ;  im- 
mediately the  hypochondriacal  Granger  and  historic  Cowboy,  who 
have  been  well  rifled  with  the  essence  of  the  moonlight-still, conceives 
the  idea  that  he's  got  bugs,  and  hastens  to  fill  his  jug  this  time  with 
the  Microbe  Killer,  and  he  is  saved,  restored  to  life  and  health,  and 
calculates  on  reaching  the  illustrious  age  of  "She"  with  the  aid  of 
Microbe  Killer. 

These  charlatans  and  magnetic  healers  may  not  know  the  differ- 
ence between  Attfield's  chemistry  and  Roth's  history  of  Texas,  but 
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they  do  know  that  the  average  American  will  patronize  anything 
that  savors  of  mystery  and  humbug. 

These  have  done  more  to  make  the  world  dissatisfied  with  medi- 
cine than  all  else  combined  ;  done  more  to  lower  the  standard  of 
the  profession  ;  done  more  to  drag  science  down  deep  into  the  mire 
of  degradation,  along  with  hypocrisy  and  deceit  and  falsehood 
than  all  the  false  themes  that  have  been  conceived  and  abandoned 
by  men  of  science  since  the  days  of  Hippocrates.  But  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  patent  nostrums  have  almost  run  their  day  ;  they  will 
soon  be  among  the  things  of  the  past.  Ask  your  druggist  how  much 
the  ratio  of  these  things  is  decreasing,  and  you  will  be  astonished 
at  his  sales,  compared  with  the  amounts  of  ten  years  since. 

Among  the  remaining  causes  that  have  exerted  a  marked  in- 
fluence in  creating  dissatisfaction,  is  the  number  of  schools  that 
have  arisen  and  flourished  from  time  to  time,  that  have  been  based 
on  irrational  foundations,  but  each  in  its  turn  has  had  its  quota  of 
enthusiastic  adherents  who  have  cried  down  the  allopaths,  and  de- 
nounced them  as  old  fogies,  until,  at  last,  the  remnant  that  remains 
is  scarcely  worthy  of  notice.  Indeed  the  best  policy  is  to  let  them 
severely  alone  and  they  are  soon  numbered  with  the  things  of  the 
past.  The  Hydropath,  if  he  exist  at  all,  is  perhaps  safely  stowed 
•away  in  some  museum  of  antiquity.  The  Eclectic,  when  he  is 
decoyed  into  revealing  his  identity,  is  the  first  one  generally  to 
prescribe  mercury,  and  the  last  and  least  of  the  sects  are  our  breth- 
ren who  are  trying  to  make  the  voyage  of  life  in  the  little  boat  that 
has  for  its  motto  this  strange  device  :  Similia  similibus  curantur. 
And  the  statistical  reports  show  that  they  are  rapidly  diminishing 
and  soon  will  be  numbered  among  the  things  that  were,  and  "should 
not  ought  to  have  been,"  and  a  few  years  longer  they  too  will  only 
be  known  as  a  strange  set  of  fanatics,  that  believed  or  professed  to 
believe  an  absolute  contradiction. 

The  next  class  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  is  happily  but 
seldom  found  in  the  West  and  more  especially  in  our  Lone  Star 
State,  unless  he  be  a  connection  of  some  patent  medicine  company, 
is  the  pur-blind  specialist,  who  attributes  all  the  ills  of  humanity 
to  the  derangements  of  the  organ  which  he  has  made  his  special 
study.  It  would  be  the  height  of  folly  to  deny  that  all  the  advances 
in  medicine  are  not  the  results  of  clinical  observation  and  exper- 
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indentation,  combined  with  the  thorough  investigation  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  different  organs  of  the  body,  and  the  manner  in  which 
these  functions  are  modified  in  health  and  disease  by  various  ther- 
apeutic agents,  but  no  real  addition  to  our  knowledge  comes  from 
the  class  of  specialists.  He  is  the  bane  of  modern  medicine,  and  the 
antidote  is  to  let  him  severely  alone.  Emboldened  by  the  tolerance 
with  which  he  is  being  received  by  the  profession,  his  arrogance 
assumes  that  all  medical  knowledge  and  wisdom  is  centered  in  his 
person,  and  that  he  is  the  Dictator,  instead  of  a  supernumerary  to 
the  profession.  I  trust  that  this  delusion  will  soon  be  dispelled 
and  that  the  physician  of  this  country  will  arouse  to  the  necessity 
of  checking  further  growth  of  this  excresence  of  this  body  politic. 

And  now  among  the  last,  yet  not  the  least  evil  that  exerts  its  in- 
fluence on  the  welfare  of  professional  advancements,  and  encour- 
ages the  world  at  large  to  grow  dissatisfied  with  medical  men,  is 
the  lack  of  harmony  and  unison  that  exists  in  the  profession.  This 
lack  of  harmony  is  becoming  more  and  more  marked,  even  in 
prescribing  the  commonest  remedies,  and  it  stands  as  a  reproach 
to  your  high  scientific  pretentions.  There  is  a  touch  of  sarcasm 
in  Chas.  Kingsley's  Water  Babes,  that  will  bear  quoting  ;  of  one 
case  he  says  :  "  That  all  the  doctors  were  called  on  for  a  report, 
and,  of  course,  each  one  contradicted  the  other,  else  of  what  use 
was  there  in  having  men  of  science." 

Two  of  the  most  celebrated  cases  that  have  been  bulletined  by 
the  press,  and  have  added  more  to  the  existing  dissatisfaction,  have 
been  the  cases  of  Garfield  and  the  Crown  Prince  of  Germany.  It 
seems  strange,  indeed,  to  the  world,  that  such  men  of  science 
should  differ  so  widely  in  their  opinions  of  the  cases,  and  doubt- 
less these  two  case  have  done  more  to  make  the  world  think  that 
the  science  of  medicine  is  yet  but  blind  experiment,  than  any  other 
two  causes  on  record. 

And  now,  finally,  how  shall  we  remedy  these  evils  ?  How  lessen 
the  gulf  that  stands  between  the  profession  and  the  laity  ?  Shall 
every  doctor  be  a  teacher  and  educate  the  populace  to  a  certain 
extent  and  teach  them  the  falacies  and  delusions  under  which  they 
labor  ?  I  doubt  seriously  if  that  would  not  increase  the  evil.  We 
are  told  a  "little  learning  is  a  dangerous  thing,"  and  I  doubt  not 
but  you  will  find  it  so  under  the  circumstances. 
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But  there  are  existing  evils  that  we  can  correct  and  overcome. 
If  every  member  of  this  association  will  pledge  himself  to  do  his 
utmost,  when  occassion  occurs,  to  combat  the  lack  of  harmony 
and  unison  among  themselves,  even  as  to  exercise  his  spirit  of  sac- 
rifice and  presribe  sulph.  morph.,  instead  of  tr.  opii  or  bromidia, 
rather  than  to  publish  to  the  world  that  two  cannot  agree,  the 
world  and  the  profession  will  reap  the  benefit  of  your  self-sacrifice. 
If  we  will  but  exert  half  the  energy  we  display  in  electing  our  al- 
dermen, member  of  Congress  or  governor,  to  having  some  whole- 
some laws  passed  to  regulate  the  practice  of  medicine,  or  the  dis- 
pensing of  drugs,  by  the  next  assembly  that  convenes  in  yonder 
most  magnificent  edifice,  the  Texas  Capital,  we  will  have  such  a 
system  of  laws  that  will  far  excel  any  of  our  sister  States,  that 
men  of  high  professional  worth  will  seek  refuge  under  the  banner 
of  our  grand  and  glorious  Lone  Star,  till  no  part  of  the  universe 
will  excell  us  in  the  science  of  medicine.  Let  us  unite  as  one 
rnan^  and  at  the  Galveston  meeting  make  it  known,  that  we  will 
;support  no  man,  from  Senator  down  to  the  private  secretary  of  the 
mayor,  unless  he  declare  for  reform  and  high  tariff  for  medicine, 
and  low  tariff  for  everything  else. 


A  PREVALENT  AFFECTION  VERY  MUCH  OVERLOOKED. 

By  E.  Meierhof,  M.  D.t  New  York. 

For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 

The  frequency  with  which  the  writer  meets  adenoid  vege- 
tations in  the  superior  vault  of  the  pharynx,  especially  in 
children,  is  the  occasion  for  these  lines.  Every  practitioner  meets 
cases  of  this  kind.  Children  of  the  age  from  three  to  twelve  years, 
complain  of  coughing,  the  cough  is  generally  of  a  dry,  hacking 
kind;  or  may  be  mucous  in  character,  respiration  during  sleep  is 
entirely  by  the  mouth,  accompanied  with  more  or  less  loud  snoring, 
the  voice  is  thick,  or,  as  frequently  erroneously  termed  nasal  in 
tone.  In  moving  about  the  mouth  is  usually  open.  The  above 
clinical  picture  will  be  given  by  the  parents  of  such  children. 

If  the  nasal  chambers  can  be  inspected  it  will  be  found  that 
nasal  respiration  is  often  obstructed.    The  nose  is  filled  with  more 
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or  less  mucous.  If  the  patient  is  tractable  turgescence  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane  lining  the  nasal  chambers  will  be  seen,  occasionally 
a  hyperemia  alone  is  present,  etc-  The  examination  thus  far  deals 
with  the  anterior  nares.  Inspection  of  the  throat  frequently  re- 
veals nothing  unusual.  Enlarged  tonsils  are  at  times  met  with,, 
and  often  not,  the  pillars  of  the  fauces  may  or  may  not  be 
reddened.  On  the  posterior  wall  of  the  pharynx  mucous  is  fre- 
quently seen.  I'll  leave  the  examination  of  the  posterior  nares 
and  superior  vault  of  the  pharynx  for  a  later  consideration.  An 
examination  of  the  chest  gives  only  negative  signs  except  we  may 
find  an  occasional  bronchitis.  In  a  large  number  of  cases  friction- 
al  breathing  is  frequently  heard,  otherwise  the  patient  in  this  re- 
spect may  appear  healthy,  appetite  is  capricious,  the  spirits  of  the 
child  is  also  interfered  with,  and  at  times  there  is  positive  mental 
hebetude,  the  stature  instead  of  being  erect  or  nearly  so  becoming 
bent  if  the  trouble  is  of  long  continuance.  Temperature  and  pulse 
remaining  normal.  The  patient  has  been  dosed  with  cough  and 
throat  mixtures,  the  nose  syringed  or  sprayed,  counter-irritation 
applied  to  the  various  regions  of  the  neck  ;  sometimes  a  vermifuge 
is  given  to  drive  out  a  suspected  worm  in  the  stomach  or  throat, 
and  yet  the  patient  goes  on  as  before,  "left  to  grow  out  of  his 
trouble,"  coughing  at  night  and  snoring  loud  enough  to  awaken 
himself;  becoming  frightened  at  his  own  disturbance.  Such  cases 
as  these  I  frequently  meet,  and  I  believe,  so  do  you.  The  cause 
for  the  production  of  this  trouble  has  been  overlooked,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  it  is  hidden  from  ordinary  view.  Anyone  who  makes 
examinations  of  the  posterior  nares  with  a  mirror  knows  the  diffi- 
culties which  frequently  beset  him,  owing  to  anatomical  and  other 
causes  ;  this  is  with  adults,  how  much  more  difficult  is  it  with 
children  !  To  examine  the  rhino-pharynx  in  children  there  is  but 
one  method  practicable  in  all  cases  and  that  is  the  use  of  the  in- 
dex finger.  The  touch  sense  becomes  as  acute  and  intelligent  as 
is  necessary  in  making  gynaecological  examinations.  The  patient 
may  resist  but  this  need  not  deter  you  in  the  least,  as  the  jaws  may 
be  kept  apart  by  a  regular  mouth-gag,  the  use  of  a  twisted  portion 
of  a  towel  introduced  between  the  jaws,  or  by  standing  up  with 
the  patient's  face  against  your  body,  using  either  the  right  or  left 
hand  as  convenience  may  dictate,  force  the  cheek  between  the 
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jaws  and  the  patient  cannot  close  down  on  you  whilst  the  examin- 
ing finger  of  the  other  hand  is  pushed  into  the  mouth,  feeling  for 
the  uvula,  and  then  pass  the  finger  behind  this  structure  ;  feeling 
above  on  the  superior  pharyngeal  wall,  sweeping  the  finger  later- 
ally to  one  side  and  then  to  the  other,  and  lastly  feel  in  the  pos- 
terior nares,  etc.  By  doing  this,  hypertrophies  of  the  turbinated 
structures,  adenoid  vegetations,  etc.,  can  be  made  out.  Regarding- 
the  turbinated  hypertrophies,  I  leave  these  to  confine  myself  to 
the  consideration  of  adenoid  vegetations,  or  hypertrophy  of  the 
pharyngeal  tonsil  of  Luscha,  which  is  situated  in  the  superior 
vault  of  the  pharynx.  These  morbid  growths  according  to  a  num- 
ber of  observers,  including  the  writer,  are  the  cause  for  the  clini- 
cal picture  given  above.  It  is  to  Meyer,  of  Copenhagen,  that  we 
are  indebted  for  the  progress  made  in  investigating  this  cause  of 
many  of  the  disturbances  produced  by  adenoid  vegetation.  When 
the  finger  is  introduced  behind  the  soft  palate  to  examine  the  con- 
dition of  the  mucous  membrane  lining  the  naso-pharynx,  the 
presence  of  these  vegetations  may  be  recognized  by  the  soft  and 
yielding  nature  of  the  structures  to  the  touch.  In  some  cases  the 
mass  is  quite  abundant  and  in  others  less  so,  however,  the  amount 
of  the  growth  is  not  always  an  indication  of  the  extent  of  dis- 
turbance produced. 

In  some  cases  where  the  mass  was  quite  large  the  disturbance 
was  not  so  great  as  in  others  when  it  existed  in  a  lesser  degree.  It 
is  the  writer's  sincere  conviction  that  the  extent  of  the  prevalence 
of  adenoid  vegetations  must  be  great.  The  causes  for  the  produc- 
tion of  the  growths  are  evidently  due  to  numerously  repeated  con- 
gestions of  the  naso-pharynx  which  finally  render  the  mucous 
membrane,  and  its  blood  vessels  lax,  thereby  interfering  with  the 
normal  blood  circulation  finally  producing  varicose  structures  such 
as  occur  elsewhere  when  the  circulation  is  obstructed  passively, 
thereby  producing  an  unusual  richness  of  vascular  supply  which 
finally  gives  rise  to  these  vegetations,  and  they  in  turn  secrete  mucus 
mixed  with  the  epithelial  cells,  which  becoming  thickened,  inter- 
fere with  respiration,  producing  trophic  and  other  disturbances. 
The  importance  of  this  subject  can  be  well  judged  from  the  fact 
that  a  meeting  of  the  laryngological  section  of  the  New  York  Acad- 
emy of  Medicine,  on  Februaay  21,  was  devoted  entirely  to  this 
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subject.  There  were  present  a  large  number  of  gentlemen  ;  Bos- 
ton, Brooklyn,  Baltimore,  besides  New  York,  were  represented. 
Some  of  the  specimens  handed  around  by  Dr.  Hooper,  of  Boston, 
astonished  even  those  that  have  given  the  subject  much  attention, 
and  it  seemed  as  if  Bostonian  children  were  afflicted  with  this 
trouble  to  a  greater  degree  than  those  met  in  New  York.  Dr.  C. 
Blake,  of  Boston,  spoke  of  their  connection  in  the  production  of 
aural  disease,  etc. 

While  this  article  is  a  very  incomplete  one,  and  does  not  do  full 
justice  to  the  subject,  I  wish  to  add  a  few  words  regarding  its  treat- 
ment. Various  instruments  have  been  devised  for  the  removal  of 
these  growths,  such  as  curetts,  sharp  spoons,  spoon-jawed  forceps, 
gulvano  cautery  points  of  special  device,  guillotines,  etc.,  which 
are  more  satisfactorily  used  on  older  children,  but  which  are  more 
or  less  unsatisfactory  in  young  children,  except  as  Dr.  Hooper 
does,  ancesthetises  his  patient  for  the  operation,  using  the  spoon- 
jawed  forceps  of  Lowenberg  to  remove  the  mass.  This  requires 
some  skill  and  experience,  and  is  not  entirely  free  from  danger  in 
the  production  of  acute  purulent  otitis,  therefore  I  wish  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  use  of  the  examining  finger  as  a  means  in  the  treat- 
ment or  removal  of  these  masses  by  merely  crushing.  It  seems 
unnecessary  to  state  that  the  finger  should  be  immaculate  in 
cleanliness,  with  the  nail  pared.  If  necessary  a  twisted  towel  can 
be  used  as  a  gag.  I  rarely  used  anything,  except  to  press  the 
cheek  between  the  jaws  if  there  is  any  resistance.  The  right  or 
left  finger  is  introduced  by  the  soft  palate,  the  patient  sitting  or 
standing,  according  to  the  convenience  of  the  operator.  My  pa- 
tients usually  are  seated.  Feel  rapidly  for  the  vegetations,  at  the 
same  time  pressing  the  finger  into  the  masses  if  any  is  felt,  with 
sufficient  force  to  crush  them;  they  cannot  all  be  crushed  at  one 
sitting,  but  this  procedure  can  be  repeated  every  four  or  five  days, 
until  the  soft  gelatinous  masses  cannot  be  felt ;  the  finger  must  be 
swept  all  over  the  naso-pharynx  laterally  as  well  as  superiorly  in 
search  of  these  structures,  at  the  same  time  crushing.  Immediately 
after  an  operation,  profuse  bleeding  will  take  place  through  the 
nose  and  mouth  which  need  not  cause  any  surprise  or  alarm.  This 
bleeding  in  a  lesser  degree  will  take  place  at  subsequent  operations 
until  at  last  there  is  little  or  no  hsemmorrhage.  Frequently  after 
the  first  operation  by  this  method  alone  improvement  takes  place, 
and  generally  continues  until  the  symptoms  more  or  less  disappear. 
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PAROXYSMAL  IDIOPATHIC  ABDOMINAL  PULSATION. 


By  A.  H.  McCord,  M.  £>.,  Rusk,  Texas 


Read  befre  Cherokee  County  Medical  Society,  and  by  vote  of  Society  sent  for  publi- 
cation in  Daniel's  Texas  MedicalJournal. 


On  27th  August,  1880,  was  called  to  see  J.  K.,  mail  agent, 
about  55  ;  found  him  suffering  with  intense  pain,  located  in 
the  rigion  of  right  kidney  and  along  the  course  of  the  right  ureter. 
Pulse  100,  some  fever.  Urine  scanty  and  high  colored.  Some 
difficulty  and  pain  on  micturition.  He  told  me  he  had  passed 
some  small  "gravels."  Used  hot  hip-baths,  anodynes  and  alkaline 
diuretics,which  afforded  some  relief.  He  slept  well  during  the  night. 
August  28,  suffered  some  all  day  with  pain  in  lumbar  region  ;  puhe 
about  100  during  the  day  ;  still  some  fever  ;  at  8  p.  m.  fever  su 
sided,  pain  entirely  relieved  ;  slept  well  at  night,  was  cheerful  next 
morning,  29th  ;  was  able  to  be  at  the  breakfast  table,  to  take  his 
meal,  also  at  dinner,  ate  hearty.  At  4  p.  m.  pain  returned  in  right 
lumbar  region,  but  soon  began  to  radiate  to  the  right  hypochon- 
driac and  sub-scapular  regions.  No  fever — no  acceleration  of 
-  pulse  ;  patient  began  to  notice  abdominal  "throbbing,"  as  he 
termed  it.  On  examination  I  found  this  pulsation  synchronous 
with  the  heart  beat.  The  pulsation  was  very  violent  and  disagree- 
able to  the  patient.  Used  anodyne  and  counter-irritants  and  about 
8  p.  m.  patient  again  found  relief.  Slept  well  at  night,  was  cheer- 
ful in  the  morning  of  the  30th.  No  abdominal  pulsation.  At  4  p. 
m'.  was  again  seized  with  very  acute  pains  as  on  the  previous  day  ; 
no  fever,  no  pulse  rise,  but  a  return  of  the  aortic  pulsation,  more 
disagreeable  than  ever.  Used  stimulants  and  counter-irritation 
along  the  spinal  column  with  some  relief  to  patient.  At  8  p.  m. 
pain  again  ceased  and  pulsation  stopped  and  he  was  free  from  any 
disturbance,  except  a  sense  of  general  weakness,  until  about  4  p. 
m.  of  the  31.  Anticipating  another  attack  at  that  hour  from  its 
tendency  to  periodicity,  I  ordered  quinine  and  stimulants  to  be 
given  freely,  which  had  the  good  effect  of  breaking  the  force  of 
the  attack.  I  again  ordered  quinine  and  stimulants  to  be  given 
September  1,  which  still  further  lightened  the  attack,  which  still 
persisted  in  coming  on  about  4  p.  m.  and  quitting  about  8  p.  m. 
Again  I  ordered  the  same  course  of  medication  to  be  followed  for 
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September  2,  which  controlled  the  praroxysms  and  the  patient  was 
discharged. 

Mr.  K.  lived  in  a  very  malarious  district.  He  had  had  an  attack 
of  remittent  fever  some  two  weeks  previous  to  the  aortic  vaso- 
motor disturbance.  He  was  of  a  nervous  temperament.  Hygienic 
surroundings  not  good.  Diet  coarse.  I  present  this  case  because 
of  the  scarcity  of  literature  on  the  subject.  So  far  as  I  know  our 
American  authors  make  but  a  reference  to  it. 

The  disease  in  question  is  evidently  a  local  neurosis,  due  to  a 
perturbed  innervation  in  the  vaso-motor  nerves  of  the  abdominal 
aorta — a  plexus  of  the  ganglionic  system  run  riot — a  local  insan- 
ity, as  it  were,  in  the  aortic  plexus  of  the  sympathetic  nervous  sys- 
tem. With  reference  to  the  prognosis,  so  far  as  known,  no  case 
has  ended  in  death  ;  but  Macario  says  :  "Long  existence  of  the 
disease  may  lead  to  metal  derangement — even  to  suicide.  Hence, 
this  affection,  when  left  to  itfelf,  without  prompt  judicial  medical 
interference,  is  of  sufficient  moment  to  make  us  solicitious  about 
its  ultimate  grave  tendencies.  I  claim  this  case  to  be  one  of  the 
peculiar  manifestations  of  malaria. 


TYAS  IT  THL  COCAOE  \ 


By  R.  H.  Ha7-rison,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  Columbus,  Tex. 


For  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal. 


WAS  called,  a  few  days  since,  to  see  the  following  case,  and  as 
it  presents  some  interesting  features,  report  it: 


Mrs.  S.,  aged  about  thirty,  of  fair  complexion,  with  black  hair 
and  eyes,  and  of  a  decidedly  nervous  temperament,  has  been  suf- 
fering for  some  time  past  with  odontalgia.  She  is  tall  and  well 
formed,  and  three  months  ago  passed  through  her  fourth  confine- 
ment without  any  unusual  trouble. 

A  dentist,  Dr.  Z.,  being  called  in  to  extract  the  carious  teeth, 
and  finding  her  very  nervous,  gave  her  a  whiskey  toddy,  followed 
by  three  hypodermic  injections  into  the  gum  of  a  6  per  cent,  solu- 
tion of  Cocaine  Mur.  Dr.  Z.  states  that  she  fainted  immediately 
after  the  injections,    I  arrived  in  the  course  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
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minutes  after  the  injections,  and  found  her  in  the  following  con- 
dition: 

Insensible,  pupils  widely  dilated,  jaws  locked,  head  drawn  back, 
the  extensors  of  the  arms  contracted  and  hands  clenched,  feet  ex- 
tended and  incurved,  breathing  very  rapid  (about  40  per  minute), 
superficial  and  spasmodic,  pulse  80,  and  rather  hard,  surface  cold. 

I  had  her  inhale  aromatic  spirits  of  ammonia,  and  the  extremi- 
ties rubbed  vigorously  with  mustard.  In  a  few  minutes  her  respi- 
ration was  fuller  and  easier,  the  extremities  relaxed,  but  the  tris- 
mus and  insensibility  remained.  In  ten  minutes  she  had  another 
convulsion,  in  which  the  opisthotonos  was  well  marked,  the  spasm 
lasting  about  ten  minutes  altogether.  The  same  treatment- was  ad- 
ministered as  in  the  preceding  convulsion,  but  apparently  without 
result.  This  convulsion  had  barely  passed  off,  when  another  came 
on  of  a  like  severity  and  duration.  After  this,  the  third  convul- 
sion, the  trismus  was  less  marked,  and  with  some  difficulty  she 
swallowed  a  half  drahm  each  of  F.  Ex.  Lobelia  an  Tr.  Assafcetida, 
(the  only  antispasmodmic  at  hand).  She  had  one  convulsion  about 
twenty  minutes  after  this,  but  it  was  much  milder  than  the  pre- 
ceding ones.  After  this  she  was  thoroughly  relaxed  and  very  pros- 
trate, her  only  complaint  being  of  soreness  throughout  the  muscu- 
lar system,  and  a  sense  of  weakness.  She  had  no  further  treatment, 
except  a  liniment  for  the  soreness,  and  her  recovery  was  prompt. 

It  appears  that  cocaine  is  capable  of  producing  tetanic  convul- 
sions, when  administered  in  large  doses;  but  the  short  space  of 
time  that  elapsed  between  the  administration  and  the  onset  of  the 
convulsions,  would  leave  the  question  an  open  one.  I  may  add 
also,  that  the  surface  temperature  was  mever  raised  above  normal, 
and  that  she  had  no  inclination  to  sleep  for  several  hours  after  the 
convulsions  had  ceased. 

I  would  be  glad  to  see  something  from  some  of  the  profession 
who  have  had  experience  with  the  drug. 
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Correspondence. 

THE  LOCO  PLANT.— LETTER  FROM  DR.  KLtfGSLEY. 


JEditor  Daniel's  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

At  different  times,  and  in  various  journals,  during  the  past  year, 
the  "Loco"  plant  has  been  discussed,  showing  a  widespread  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  especially  as  regards  its  medical  properties  and 
therapeutic  effect,  which  is  not  surprising,  as  little  more  than  its 
proper  place  in  botanical  nosology  is  known. 

Among  other  effects,  the  power  of  producing  insanity  is  proba- 
bly falaciously  ascribed  to  it.  Considerable  observation  of  its  ef- 
fects on  animals,  shows  it  to  act  chiefly  on  the  nervous  system, 
producing  muscular  spasm  and  tremor,  with  great  prostration. 

Some  time  ago,  the  subject  attracted  the  attention  of  Mr.  James 
Kennedy,  Ph.  D.,  of  this  city,  who  has  obtained  an  ample  supply, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  making  a  thorough  study  of  the  plant,  the 
result  of  which  will  be  published  soon,  with  perhaps  some  experi- 
ments on  animals,  which  will  demonstrate  its  physiological  and 
therapeutic  effects. 

One  writer  has  said  that  it  is  not  eaten  by  mules.  A  personal 
observation  to  the  contrary,  and  illustrative  of  its  toxic  effects, 
may  be  not  uninteresting. 

While  an  acting-assistant  surgeon  in  the  army,  en  route  from 
Fort  Davis,  Texas,  to  Fort  Quitman,  with  some  United  States 
troops,  it  was  noticed  one  morning  that  several  of  the  mules  were 
sick.  While  on  the  march  that  day,  three  of  them  grew  much 
worse,  and  had  to  be  taken  out  of  harness.  At  first  it  was  thought 
to  be  colic,  but  as  the  mules  of  the  command  had  grazed  at  liberty 
about  the  spring,  where  "  Loco  "  grew  most,  and  the  horses  had 
been  herded  at  a  distance,  where  grass  was  better,  the  difficulty 
was  not  hard  to  discern.  One  barely  dragged  himself  into  camp, 
in  the  greatest  agony,  as  manifested  by  his  swolen  sides,  his  terri- 
ble groans,  and  intense  restlessness.  He  would  jump,  or  plunge, 
forward,  and  then  backward,  lie  down  and  stand  up  alternately, 
never  still,  until  finally,  with  a  series  of  forward  and  backward 
lunges,  he  fell  broadside,  dead.  A  rough  autopsy  resulted  as 
follows : 
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Abdomen  fearfully  distended;  rupture  of  the  diaphragm,  through 
which  protruded  a  prodigious  knuckle  of  intestine;  guts,  through- 
out, inflated  to  bursting  point,  glistening  and  bloodless,  and  as 
clean  within  as  though  flushed  with  water,  except  in  the  rectum, 
where  there  there  was  an  impaction,  which  condition  suggested  a 
line  of  treatment  for  the  others,  which  were  almost  in  the  same 
predicament.  Copious  injections  of  hot  soapsuds  and  castor  oil 
were  resorted  to,  which  brought  away  large  quantities  of  fecal  mat- 
ter and  gas,  and  a  drench  given  of  bicarbonate  of  soda,  tincture 
opium  and  chloroform,  which  being  repeated,  subdued  the  pain 
and  muscular  spasm.  Both  recovered,  though  oue  was  ill  for  two 
or  three  weeks. 

B.  F.  Kingsley,  M.  D., 
April  2i,  1888.  8  E.  Commerce  St.,  San  Antonio. 


San  Antonio,  Texas,  May  4,  1888. 

Mr.  Editor — Relative  to  the  paper  on  "Loco,"  already  in  your 
hands,  and  in  view  of  the  completion  of  the  study  of  that  plant  by 
Kennedy,  a  few  more  amendatory  items  may  be  advantageously 
added.  To  use  tfie  language  of  Mr.  Kennedy  :  "In  the  beginning 
of  the  investigation  a  cursory  examination  for  alkaloids  showed 
the  presence  of  a  substance  reacting  with  solution  of  iodine,  potas- 
sium sodo-hydrargyrate,  and  phospho  molybdic  acid.  A  more 
thorough  examination,  however,  revealed  the  fact  that  the  reactions 
were  due  to  a  peculiar  organic  acid,  which,  being  volatile,  was  sep- 
arated by  destination  and  its  properties  carefully  studied." 

Instead  of  its  containing  such  active  poisonous  principles  as 
heretofore  ascribed  to  it,  it  is  found  to  be  quiet  innocuous  and  free 
from  all  blame  and  responsibility  in  the  numerous  falacies  with 
which  its  name  is  associated.  I  now  believe  that  the  terrible  gas- 
eous distention  reported  in  the  mules  was  nothing  but  an  exagger- 
ated form  of  flatulent  colic  by  the  rapid  evolution  and  retention  of 
gas.  The  vioient  accompanying  nervous  symptoms  are  not  incom- 
patible with  the  colic  theory,  as  anyone  will  see  who  has  watched 
a  horse  with  a  sharp  attack  of  the  common  disorder,  and  the  suc- 
cessful treatment  suggested  and  adopted  in  the  cases  mentioned  is 
xather  confirmatory  than  otherwise — of  that  theory.  The  non-toxic 
nature  of  the  drug  was  shown  by  its  exhibition  to  a  dog  in  large 
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quantities  in  the  form  of  infusion,  decoction,  powder,  and  of  the 
acid  distillate,  with  no  perceptible  effect. 

It  is  barely  possible  that  a  poisonous  element  may  be  developed 
at  a  later  stage  of  the  plants  growth,  or  to  perhaps  a  poisonous  in- 
sect, but  there  is  no  evidence  to  this  effect.  Having  seen  its  effect 
in  horses,  mules,  sheep  and  cattle,  and  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
foregoing  facts,  I  conclude  that  it  is  non-poisonous,  and  that  the 
symtomatology  and  pathology  arising  from  its  use,  is  that  of  an 
overfeed  of  any  unaccustomed  green  feed,  and  is  that  of  flatulent 
colic. 

B.  F.  Kingsley. 
P.  S. — Mr.  K.'s  paper  will  be  read  before  the  State  Pharmaceu- 
tical Association,  which  meets  in  Austin  June  12.  B.  F.  K. 


LETTER  FROM  OUR  ARKANSAS  CORRESPONDENT. 


CONGENITAL  OCCLUSION  OF  THE  ANUS. 


Editor  Daniels  Texas  Medical  Journal: 

There  is  hardly  any  one  whose  experience  is  so"  limited  that  now 
and  then  a  rare  case  does  not  occur.  It  was  the  writer's  fortune, 
on  April  30,  to  be  called  in  consultation  with  Dr.  C,  of  New  Hope* 
Arkansas,  the  subject  being  an  infant,  in  a  well-to-do  and  very  re- 
spectable negro  family.  Upon  arriving,  we  found  what  we  at  once 
diagnosed  occluded  anus.  The  case  having  existed  for  two  or 
three  days,  under  the  treatment  of  an  old  midwife  for  colic,  the 
contents  of  the  rectum  had  made  its  way  through  the  substance  of 
the  gut,  and  into  the  scrotal  sack,  from  whence  it  escaped  by  a  pen 
point  opening  in  the  median  line  of  the  scrotum,  and  just  below 
the  penis,  consequently  the  scrotum  was  very  much  distended  with 
liquid  fecus.  We  immediately  begun  to  operate,  in  the  simplest 
manner  possible,  by  first  slightly  enlarging  the  extended  scrotal 
opening,  until  it  would  admit  a  small  sized  probe,  which  we  intro- 
duced, passing  through  the  sack  and  into  the  bowel  below,  then 
by  carrying  the  external  portion  of  the  probe  well  up  towards  the 
abdomen,  the  end  within  the  rectum  could  be  easily  felt  a  little 
above  and  to  the  left  of  where  the  anus  should  have  been.  With  a 
sharp-pointed  knife,  we  cut  down  upon  this  end  of  the  probe,  fin- 
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ishing  the  operation  with  a  probe  pointed  bistoury,  the  immediate 
result  of  which  was  a  copious  discharge  of  very  foul  smelling  ex- 
cretia,  and  instant  relief  to  the  child.  I  do  not  report  this  for  the 
purpose  of  extolling  it  as  a  great  surgical  exploit,  nor  to  advocate 
any  new  plan  of  procedure  for  which  I  expect  to  obtain  a  patent, 
but  simply  to  show  that  such  cases  do  occur,  even  in  the  practice 
of  the  country  doctor,  that  this  class  of  practitioners,  who  may 
read  this,  will  not  be  caught  unsuspecting,  as  I  was. 

At  this  writing,  six  days  since  the  operation,  the  child  is  doing 
well,  with  apparently  as  good  prospects  for  a  long  life  as  any  child. 

H.  S.  Robertson,  M.  D., 

Peytonville,  Arkansas. 


j^ULLINGS    FROM  j^ONTEMPORARIES, 

Edited  by  T.  J.  Bennett,  Af.  D. 

Specialists. — Dr.  H.  C.  Van  Zandt,  of  Schenectady  Co.,  N.  Y.r 
(Gaillord's  Medical  Journal,  April),  relates  the  following  :  A  well- 
to-do  lady  in  Schenectady,  having  occasion  to  send  for  a  physician, 
is  reported  to  have  prefaced  the  professional  interview  with  the 
statement  that  the  eminent  neurologist,  Dr.  A.,  had  taken  charge  of 
her  brain  and  nervous  system  ;  Dr.  B.,  the  celebrated  physical 
diagnostician,  had  looked  after  her  heart  and  lungs  ;  Dr.  C,  whose 
book  on  diseases  of  the  liver  had  made  him  famous,  attended  to 
her  digestive  organs ;  Dr.  D.,  the  distinguished  gynaecologists 
treated  her  uterine  functions  ;  Dr.  E.,  the  renowned  orthopoedist, 
had  been  consulted  about  joints  and  limbs  j  Dr.  F.,  the  great 
ophthalmologist,  cared  for  her  eyes  and  ears  j  Dr.  G.,  the  leading 
dermatologist,  prescribed  far  a  cutaneous  affection. 

"Why  have  you  sent  for  me  ?"  asked  the  doctor;  "there  is  noth- 
ing left  but  the  umbilicus.  As  my  specialty  is  pathology,  if  you 
will  have  me  summoned  after  your  death,  I  will  gladly  make  a  post- 
mortem examination." 

Amyl  Nitrite  vs.  Atropia. — Dr.  L.  G.  Pedigo  (Va.  Medical 
Monthly,  May,)  successfully  treated  a  case  of  Atropia  poisoning 
with  Amyl  Nitrite.    The  patient,  a  man  about  40  years  of  age, 
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called  at  his  physician's  office  for  a  hypodermic  of  Morphia.  The 
doctor,  through  a  mistake,  administered  half  a  grain  of  the  Sul- 
phate of  Atrophia.  In  a  short  time  the  patient  became  stupid  and 
unconscious  ;  in  short,  all  the  symptoms  of  Belladonna  poisoning 
were  manifest.  Several  physicians  were  called  in,  Alcohol  Strych- 
nia, Morphia,  Electricity,  etc.,  were  used  to  no  avail.  Respirations 
were  kept  up  artificially.  The  patient  was  rapidly  sinking.  Amyl 
Nitrite  was  thought  of,  and  tried  by  inhalation.  The  first  dose 
gave  some  relief.  The  use  of  the  drug  was  persisted  in  and  pushed 
for  its  physiological  effect.  The  patient  recovered,  the  first  on 
record  from  half  a  grain  of  Atropia  hypodermically. 


Government  Should  Aid  the  Medical  Profession. — The  Fed- 
eral Government  has  paid  more  money  in  the  investigation  of 
pleuro-pneumonia  and  cholera  in  cattle  and  swine  than  for  scien- 
tific research  into  all  the  diseases  to  which  human  beings  are  sub- 
ject. Health  and  life  are  made  subordinate  to  property. — Judge 
Nesbit,  of  Georgia. 


Painless  Destruction  of  Naevi. — Paint  the  healthy  skin 
around  the  nevus,  for  about  half  an  inch,  with  flex,  collodion,  then 
apply  a  four  per  cent,  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate  or  collodion 
over  the  nevus,  allowing  the  whole  to  remain  twelve  or  thirteen 
days.  When  removed,  there  will  be  nothing  left  but  a  small  scab. 
This  method  of  treatment  is  said  to  be  painless  and  safe. — British 
Medical  journal. 

For  Indigestion. — F.  Ex.  Cascara  Sagrada,  in  two  or  three 
drop  doses,  at  meal  time,  will  assist  digestion  more  than  pepsin 
and  acids.  Taken  in  a  swallow  of  coffee,  you  will  not  taste  the 
cascara. 


Personals. — Dr.  G.  T.  Strong,  of  Bragweli,  Texas,  died  June  ist, 
of  septicaemia,  as  the  result  of  a  wound  received  from  the  kick  of 
his  horse.    He  was  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor. 

Dr.  R.  R.  Obrey,  of  Aubrey,  Texas,  was  arrested  June  2d,  on  a 
charge  of  being  the  accomplice  in  a  case  of  infanticide.  The  par- 
ticulars of  the  charge  have  not  yet  been  made  public. 
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A  Good  Remedy  for  Myalgia. — 
R    Chloral  Hyd. 

Gum  Camphor  a  a 
Mix  well,  until  liquid,  and  add 
Lanoline 

M.  S:    Rub  well  over  painful  parts. 

In  six  hours  the  pains  were  relieved,  and  the  patient  brought 
under  the  influence  of  chloral. — Subscriber  N.  O.  Med.  and  Surg. 
Journal. 

A  number  of  journals  contain  the  suggestion  that  drachm  doses  of 
glycerine,  injected  into  the  bowels,  act  specifically  in  overcoming 
constipation.    The  prescription  is  worth  trying. 


A  Cure  for  Tuberculosis. — Professor  Suton,  of  Reims,  (A7".  Y. 
Med.  Journal,)  after  a  twenty  years'  search  for  a  specific  for  tuber- 
culosis, advises  the  following: 

Neutral  acetate  of  copper  0.15  grains. 

Crystalized  phosphate  of  sodium  0,75  grains. 


This  is  for  one  pill  about  three  times  a  day. 


A  Point. — Do  you  wish  to  ascertain  the  health  of  a  baby,  feel 
the  condition  of  its  buttocks.  If  these  are  firm  and  elastic,  the 
baby  is  strong  and  well;  if  they  are  soft,  as  if  they  were  boiled 
turnips  in  a  bladder,  the  child  is  out  of  sorts. — Tom.  Inman,  M.  D. 

The  following  prayer,  credited  to  a  Texas  doctor,  was  found  on 
the  bulletin  board  of  the  New  York  Polyclinic  recently: 
"Land  of  the  Sunny  South;  land  of  the  blithsome  lizzard. 

Send  us  one  breath  of  Spring  to  warm  our  gizzard; 

Thaw  our  anatomy  from  A  to  Izzard, 

And  melt  this  double-damned  Dakota  blizzard." — N.  O.  Med. 
and  Surg.  Journal. — Doctor. 

Seltzer  water  {N.  O.  Med.  Journal?)  allowed  to  flow  slowly  but 
constantly  from  a  siphon  bottle  upon  a  burn,  is  said  instantly  to  re- 
lieve pain,  and  to  hasten  final  cure. 


Glycerine 
Powdered  licorice 


a.  a.  q.  s. 
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Diagnosis  with  Cocaine. — Baumgarten,  of  Buda-Pest,  calls  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  a  solution  of  cocaine  applied  to  syphilitic 
and  tuberculous  inflammations  of  the  larynx,  never  produces 
blanching,  as  it  does  when  brushed  over  a  catarrhal  surface. 

The  following  are  examples  of  questions  and  answers  propound- 
ed to  applicants  for  certificates  to  practice,  by  the  Virginia  State 
Board  of  Medical  Examiners: 

Question, — Describe  the  larynx. 

Answer. — The  larynx  is  composed  of  cartilage.  The  cesophogus 
passes  through  the  larynx. 

Ques. — Give  dose  of  tartar  emetic. 
Ans. — Ten  grains. 

Ques. — Give  dose  of  sulphate  of  atropia. 

Ans. — Hypodermically,  10  grains;  by  mouth,  60  grains. 

Ques. — How  would  you  treat  placenta  praevia? 

Ans. — I  don't  know  what  it  is. 

Ques. — What  is  the  source  of  iodine? 

Ans. — It  is  dug  out  of  the  earth  in  blocks,  like  iron. 

Ques. — Describe  dengue,  or  break-bone,  fever. 

Ans. — By  four  applicants:  \  fever  that  comes  on  soon  after  the 
bones  are  broken.  By  one  applicant:  The  patient  should  be  cau- 
tioned against  moving,  for  fear  the  bones  should  break. —  Va.  Med* 
Nonthly,  May. 

Local  Medication  of  the  Spinal  Cord. — Dr.  J.  Leonard  Corn- 
ing, of  New  York  (N.  Y.  Med.  Record,  March  17,)  has  conducted 
a  series  of  experiments  on  rabbits,  proving  that  medicaments  in- 
jected into  the  vicinity  of  the  spinal  cord,  modify  the  functions  of 
the  cord  a  great  deal  more  than  when  injected  elsewhere,  or  given 
by  the  stomach. 

For  example,  the  doctor  injected  enough  strychnia  to  induce 
general  convulsions  and  then  injected  cocaine  to  control  the  con- 
vulsive action.  The  effects  of  the  strychnia  were  not  controlled 
in  the  least.  Another  experiment  was  made  in  the  same  way  ex- 
cept the  cocaine  was  injected  deep  between  the  spinous  processes 
of  the  vertebrae.  This  time  the  culvulsive  action  from  the  strych- 
nia was  controlled. 

Thus  Dr.  Corning  concludes  that  cocaine,  thrown  into  the  gen- 


AD  VER  TTSEMENTS. 


Succus  Alterans. 


(McDADE.) 


SUCCUS  ALTERAXS  is  a  purely  vegetable  compouud  of  the  preserved  juice9 
of  Stillingia  Svlvatcia,  Lappa  Xinor,  Phytolacca  Dccandra,  Smilax  Sarsaparilla 
and  Xanthoxylum  Carolinianum,  a6  collected  by  Dr.  Geo  .  W.  McDade  exclus- 
ively for  *■  li  Lilly  &  Co  ,  and  endorsed  by  Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims. 

SUCCUs*  AI/TEKAXJS  continues  to  grain  favor  from  its  remarkable  Alterative 
and  Tonic  properties,  eliminating  specific  poison  from  the  blood  and  increasing  the 
proportion  of  red  corpuscles  in  anaemic  patients  to  a  wonderful  degree;  is  endorsed 
"by  the  medical  profession  and  in  use  by  many  hospitals  of  note. 

SUCCUS  AL  TUKAXS  in  venereal  and  cutaneous  diseases  is  fast  supplanting 
Mercury,  the  iodides  and  Arsenic;  and  is  a  certain  remedy  for  Mercurializa- 
tion,  lodism,  and  the  dreadful  effects  often  following  the  use  of  Arsenic  in 
skin  dis(?£iscs 

SUCCUS  ALTERAXS  is  also  strongly  recommended  for  its  Tonic  and  Alterative 
effects  in  myriad  forms  of  scrofulous  disease,  and  in  all  cases  where  anaemia  is 
a  factor.  Such  patients  rapidly  develop  a  good  appetite,  6leep  soundly,  and 
gain  flesh  rapidly.  Many  cases  are  on  record  where  patients  increased  ten  to 
twenty-five  pounds  in  weight  in  a  few  weeks. 

Succus  Alterans  is  giving  satisfactory  results  in  treatment  of  Chronic  Rheuma- 
tism and  can  be  used  with  confidence. 

Succus  Alterans  may  be  given  for  any  length  of  time,  without  injury  to  the  pa- 
tient. 

Succus  Alterans  is  put  up  in  pint  round  amber  bottles,  and  never  in  bulk. 


PHYSICIANS  who  have  not  received  Dr.  McDade's  latest  publication,  the 
Monographia  Syphilitica,  should  send  their  address,  mentioning  this  jour- 
nal, and  we  will  mail  a  copy.  It  contains  a  paper,  illustrated  With  colored 
plates,  by  Dr.  D.  H.  Goodwillie,  of  New  York,  on  the  "Sequela?  of  Syphilis," 
reports  of  cases  in  practice,  and  many  other  valuable  papers. 

ELIXIR  PURG-ANS. 


Elixir  Furgans  (Lilly) 


Elixir  Purgans  (Lilly)  reliably  stimulates  the  dormant  liver,  without  undue  irri- 
tation, ami  has  gentle  yet  positive  effect  upon  the  alimentary  tract.  In  Habitual 
Constipation,  so  common  in  Women  and  Children,  it  will  be  found  particularly 
useful.  Its  endorsement  at  Bellevue  and  many  other  prominent  hospitals,  East  and 
West,  as  well  as  its  employment  in  general  practice  by  the  most  eminent  medical 
men,  confirms  the  experience  of  years  in  its  use. 

Each  Teaspoonful  Represents  I    In  Prescribing,  please  be  careful  to  write 

Rhamnus  Purshiana  10  grs. 

Euonymus  Atropur  8  grs. 

Cassia  Acutifolia  (Rurif.). .  .10  grsJ. 

Iris  Versicolor  4  grs. 

Hyoscyamus  Niger   2  grs  That  other  preparations  may  not  bo 

Aromatics,  etc.  I  substituted. 

Highly  Recommended. 

We  take  pleasure  in  endorsing  the  Elixir  Purgans  (Lilly),  as  prepared  from  the 
ibove  formula,  for  in  it  we  find  a  near  approach  to  positive  perfection  in  the  form  of 
i  Liquid  Cathartic,  and,  from  our  experience  with  the  preparation,  can  highly  rec- 
>mmend  it  to  the  profesiion. 
JAMES  R.  HEALY,  M.  D.,  Sup't  Infants'  &  Children's  Hospital  Randall's  Island,  N.Y 
W.  ROBINSON,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  Bureau  of  Medical  and  Surgical  Relief  to  the  Out- 
door Poor,  Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York. 

J.  H.  SHORTER,  M.  D.,  Surgeonto  New  York  Opthalmic  and  Aural  Institute. 
JOHN  A.  ARNOLD,  M.  D.,  Med.  Sup't  Kings  Co.  Hospital,  Flatbush,  N.  Y. 
NELSON  B.  S1ZEK,  M.  D.,  Sen.  Surg.  Brooklyn  and  E.  Brooklyn  Dispensary,  N.  Y. 
EDWARD  J.  DARKEN,  M.  D.,  Med.  Sup't  Demilt  Dispensary,  New  York  City. 
A.  W.  CaTLIN.  M.  D.,  Attending  Physician  St.  John's  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
CHAS.  H.  COBB,  M.  D.,  Med.  Sup't  Columbus  Lying-in  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass. 
H.  S.  DEARING,  M.  D.,  Fellow  of  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  Etc. 
T.  J.  BRODR1CK,  M.  D.,  Surg.  Charlestoum,  Mass,,  Free  Dispensary  and  Hospital. 

!IT  T  T  TT  T  IT  A.    /*A      Pharmaceutical  Chemists. 

ilJjA  JUXJjJUJL    OL   \J\J,,  Indianapelis,  Iud„  U.  8.  A. 

SUPPLIED   BY  ALL  DRUGGISTS. 


AD  VERTISEMENTS. 


CAHUHICK'S  SOLUBLE  FOOD 

IS  UNLIKE  ANY  OTHER  INFANTS'  FOOD  THAT  HAS  EVER  BEEN 

PRODUCED. 


Partially  Predigested  Milk  Solids  -      45  parts- 

lYheat,  with  the  Starch  converted  into 

Dextrin-      -      -      «»      -      -  45  " 

Milk  Sugar     ......      ~  -       10  " 

We  do  not  claim  this  food  to  be  "a  perfect  substitute  for  human 
milk."  But  we  do  claim  that  Carnrick's  Food  approaches  nearer 
to  human  milk  in  constituents  and  digestibility  than  any  other  food 
that  has  ever  been  produced,  and  that  it  is  the  only  infants'  food 
that  will,  without  the  addition  of  cows'  milk,  thoroughly  nourish  a 
child  from  its  birth. 

We  believe  that  Carnrick's  Food  solves  the  problem  of  a  reliable 
substitute  for  human  milk.  The  Casein  of  cows'  milk,  by  partial 
predigestion  with  freshly  made  Pancreatine,  is  rendered  as  easily  di- 
gestible by  the  infant  as  human  milk. 

We  have  never  published  an  analysis  of  Carnrick's  Food  "pre- 
pared with  milk,"  for,  unlike  all  other  foods,  it  is  prepared  by  the 
addition  of  water  only,  and  we  base  our  claims  upon  the  intrinsic 
value  of  the  food  as  compared  with  an  equal  amount  of  the  solid  con- 
stituents of  human  milk.  All  other  analyses  or  comparisons  are 
misleading.  We  challenge  similar  comparisons  with  any  other  food 
and  confidently  believe,  that  if  Carnrick's  Food  is  depended  upon 
for  the  nutrition  of  infants,  the  great  mortality  among  children  will 
be  reduced. 

Full  information  regarding  the  process  of  manufacture  will  be 
cheerfully  furnished  and  samples  sent  free  to  those  who  wish  to 
test  Carnrick's  Food. 

REED  &  CARNRICK, 

USTIEW  YOBZ. 
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eral  circulation,  does  not  counteract  the  toxic  effects  of  strychnia, 
but  that  its  local  effect  being  so  much  greater  than  its  general  ac- 
tion when  injected  near  the  cord,  the  reflexes  are  paralysed,  which 
explains  this  disparity  of  effect. 


A  Correction. — Under  the  head  of  Nephrorrhaphy,  in  the  April 
number  of  this  Journal,  appeared  an  extract  from  the  Annals  of 
Surgery  for  March  in  which  credit  was  given  E.  Kalm,  of  Germany, 
for  the  first  operation  for  fixation  of  the  floating  kidney.  The  ar- 
ticle, from  which  the  extract  referred  to  was  taken,  was  written  by 
Dr.  Dewitt  G.  Wilcox,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Credit  should  have  been 
given  to  Dr.  Greenville  Dowell.  of  Galveston,  Texas,  now  deceased. 
He  performed  the  operation  a  number  of  times  in  1879.  Kahm 
did  not  undertake  the  operation  until  1881.  See  Reference  Hand- 
book, 4  vol.,  301. 

Plastic  Surgery. — Thos.  Linn,  M.  D.,  writing  from  Paris,  (Phil. 
Med.  Times,  March  15,)  says  M.  Redard  has  gone  M.  M.  Peyrar, 
Monod  and  others  one  better,  and  now  successfully  transplants 
Chicken  Skin,  while  the  latter  gentlemen  transplanted  only  frog 
skin,  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  large  losses  of  substance.  One 
of  Redard's  patients  was  a  young  girl  who,  after  a  very  profound 
burn  on  the  head,  had  still,  eight  months  afterwards,  almost  all  of 
her  head  in  a  state  of  suppuration  which  weakened  her  very  much 
and  threatened  her  life.  After  two  month's  time,  an  entire  regen- 
eration of  the  scalp  was  obtained  with  chicken  skin.  The  part 
restored  measured  about  seven  square  inches.  It  >s  claimed  that 
chicken  skin,  being  soft,  vascular  and  adhesive,  answers  admirably 
for  plastic  purposes.  It  sticks  on  without  reabsorption,  and  forms 
little  epidermic  islands,  as  it  were,  that  extend  on  all  sides 
and  form  new  tissues  that  is  quite  different  from  ordinary  cicatri- 
cial tissue. 

The  skin  should  be  taken  from  quite  young  chickens  and  from 
under  their  wings.  It  should  [not  be  deprived  of  cellular  tissue, 
but  should  contain  no  fat.  The  wound  must  be  aseptic  and 
dressed  with  care. 


EDITORIAL-  DEPARTOEOT. 

F.  E.  DANIEL,  M.  D„  Editor  and  Publisher. 

This  Journal,,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members,  was  made  the  Official  Organ  of 
the  Austin  District  Medical  Society. 
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THE  TEXAS  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  AM)  HOSPITAL. 

The  successful  inauguration  of  a  School  of  Medicine  in  Texas 
is,  justly,  a  cause  for  congratulation.  It  marks  another  important 
step  in  the  wonderful  progress  which  has  characterized  this  giant 
young  Republic, — and  an  era  in  the  medical  history  of  the  State. 
It  is  a  triumph  over  many,  and  serious  obstacles. 

This  step  has  not  been  hasty,  nor  ill-advised  ;  but  is  the  out- 
come of  serious  and  intelligent  reflection  and  deliberation,  and 
has  been  taken,  in  full  knowledge  and  appreciation  of  the  fact  that 
medical  education  (so  called)  is  too  cheap, — and  graduation  too 
easy  in  the  States ;  and  that  the  country  is  overrun  with  poorly 
educated  medical  men,  turned  loose  from  schools  inadequate  to 
a  thorough  and  proper  training  for  the  serious  responsibilities  of 
the  calling.  Texas  is  on  record  as  calling  for  reform  in  medical 
teaching,  and  a  higher  grade  of  medical  education.  For  years, 
her  medical  men,  through  their  organization,  have  been  knocking 
at  the  doors  of  the  Legislature,  asking  that  a  law  be  passed,  re- 
stricting the  privilege  of  practicing  Medicine,  to  the  qualified, — the 
first  step  towards  a  higher  educational  standard  on  the  part  of 
Medical  Colleges.  She  could  poorly  afford,  then,  to  set  in  oper- 
ation, a  process  for  the  further  spread  of  the  evil  complained  of  j 
and  does  not  propose  to  do  so.  The  Texas  Medical  College  is  not 
to  be  but  another  added  to  the  long  list  of  second-rate  schools. 
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The  profession, — the  people, — a  due  regard  for  the  interests  of  the 
science  of  Medicine  alike  demand  that  it  shall  be  as  good  as  the 
best;  and,  in  the  course  of  a  little  while,  if  not  at  the  very  incep- 
tion, it  shall  become  second  to  none  in  America.  In  the  very  na- 
ture of  things  it  must  rank  below  certain  old  and  well-established 
Schools  for  awhile  ;  it  were  unreasonable  to  expect  it  to  emerge, 
full-fledged, — as  did  Minerva  from  the  brain  of  Jove  ;  but  there  is 
so  much  of  enterprise,  so  much  of  vitality  in  the  germ,  that  its 
growth  and  development  into  a  first-class  School  will  be  a  matter 
of  short  time. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  make  graduation  easy,  in  order  to  attract  a 
large  class  j  that  has  been  the  bane  and  curse  of  the  country, — 
but  rather  to  make  the  instruction  and  the  examinations  so  thorough 
as  to  give  value  and  distinction  to  a  diploma. 

The  Faculty,  as  far  as  chosen  and  announced,  is  a  good  one,  all 
things  considered,  and  as  practitioners,  have  given  evidence 
of  sound  education  and  ability  in  their  several  branches.  But 
there  are  several  branches  which  cannot  be  satisfactorily  taught 
by  the  general  practitioner,  however  able.  The  Chairs  of  Biol- 
ogy, Experimental  Physiology  and  Pathology,  and  that  of 
Chemistry,  should  be  filled  by  the  best  teaching  talent 
to  be  had  anywhere ;  funds  should  be  forthcoming  for  that, 
if  for  no  other  purpose  ;  for,  without  facilities  for  thorough  in- 
struction in  those  important  departments,  the  education  imparted 
to  the  students  will  fall  far  short  of  what  it  should  be.  This,  in  our 
opinion,  is  one  of  the  prime  requisites  of  the  School  ;  and  we  are 
advised  that  steps  are  being  taken  to  this  end.  Young,  vigorous, 
and  ambitious  men,  fresh  from  the  clinics  of  New  York,  or  Lon- 
don and  Paris,  trained  and  taught  in  all  the  latest  phases  of  experi- 
mental reseach,  and  capable  of  imparting  the  sum  of  their  knowl- 
edge, should  be  secured  at  whatever  cost. 

The  Texas  Medical  College  and  Hospital  is  not  the  Medical  De- 
partment of  the  University  of  Texas — as  might  be  inferred  by 
readers  outside  the  State  who  know  that  by  vote  of  the  people, 
some  years  ago,  the  Medical  Department  of  the  State  University 
was  located  at  Galveston.  The  finances  of  the  University, — al- 
though the  fund  is  ample, — are  not  yet  in  shape  and  available  for 
the  inauguration  of  a  medical  department  ;  at  least  not  in  the  full 


532 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


estate  ;  and  according  to  the  report  of  the  Hon.  President  of  the 
Board  of  Regents  to  the  20th  Legislature,  it  is  likely  that  the  re- 
quisite amount  of  money  will  not  be  available  for  the  full  equipment 
and  opening  of  the  medical  department  for  several  years;  but  it 
has  been  suggested  by  those  who  are  in  a  position  to  know,  that  a 
beginning  might  be  made  with  the  funds  at  hand,  and  that  a  good 
beginning  might  be  the  employment  of  a  portion  of  the  funds 
available,  for  the  purpose  indicated  above,  to-wit:  the  founding  of 
certain  branches — which  could  be  operated  in  connection  with  the 
Galveston  School — though  under  separate  management — a  prepara- 
tory school,  as  it  were,  of  the  University — and  thus  a  cooperation 
would  be  established  to  a  common  end,  until  the  Regents  of  the 
University  shall  become  ready  to  assume  control  of  the  whole.  It 
is  understood  that  when  the  University  funds  are  sufficient,  and  the 
time  has  arrived  for  opening  the  medical  department,  all  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Texas  Medical  College  is  to  be  turned  over  to  them. 
Then,  the  present  undertaking  is  the  germ  of  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Texas.  Of  course,  at  the  metamorpho- 
sis a  new  organization  will  be  effected. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  allude  to  the  fact  that 
the  act  creating  a  Medical  Department  of  the  University  pro- 
vides for  free  medical  education  /  It  seems  to  us  that  the 
sons  of  Texas  have  no  claim  on  the  State  for  free  profes- 
sional education,  and  that  it  is  a  mistake.  Education  in 
medicine,  as  before  stated,  is  so  cheap  that  it  has  well  nigh  brought 
the  very  name  into  disfepute  ;  and  to  give  it  away,  as  is  proposed 
by  this  act,  will  surely  defeat  the  cherished  idea  and  imperative 
necessity  of  a  higher  standard.  The  curriculum  of  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Texas  should  be  as  high  and  as 
complete,  the  instruction  as  thorough,  as  in  any  school  in  America, 
and  the  teachers  as  able  ;  moreover,  the  fees  should  be  as  high  as 
the  highest,  and  there  should  be  a  three  year's  graded  course,  with 
a  preliminary  examination  for  matriculation,  The  exigency  of  the 
times  and  circumstances  demand  all  this,  and  the  profession  of 
Texas  should  be  satisfied  with  nothing  less. 

Let  the  gentlemen  in  immediate  charge  remember  that  their 
success  is  impossible  without  the  hearty  good  will  and  cooperation 
of  the  profession  of  the  State,  and  this  cooperation  and  support  will 
not  be  accorded  to  any  half-way  measures  ;  to  nothing  short  of  an 
evident  and  earnest  desire  to  make  the  school  an  honor  and  a 
credit  to  them,  and  to  the  great  State  ofTexas  ;  this  fact  should  be 
a  constant  spur  and  incentive,  and  their  success  is  certain. 


DANIEL'S  TEXAS  MEDICAL  JOURNAL.  533 


CLOSE  OF  VOLUME  THREE. 


This  issue  completes  Volume  Three  of  The  Journal.  We  re- 
turn hearty  thanks  to  the  numerous  friends  and  patrons  of  The 
Journal  who  have  so  generously  seconded  our  efforts  to  give  to 
the  profession  of  Texas  a  periodical  worthy  of  them  and  of  the 
great  State.  The  Journal  if  a  success  ;  and  at  the  close  of  this, 
the  third  year,  the  outlook  is  still  bright  and  full  of  promise,  and 
we  begin  the  fourth  round  with  the  approval  of  our  own  conscience 
and  that  of  many  friends  ;  with  an  augmented  circulation,  and  a 
nattering  advertising  patronage,  and  so  far  all  things  are  lovely. 

Every  effort  will  be  made  to  still  further  improve  The  Journal 
and  to  make  it  indispensable  to  every  member  of  every  organized 
body  in  the  State,  especially  ;  and  a  valuable  aid  to  the  general 
practitioner. 

There  are  some  who,  doubtless,  in  the  press  of  business,  have 
forgotten  the  little  matter  of  subscription  (which  is  payable  in  ad- 
vance) and  have  let  it  run  on,  now,  a  year,  (in  a  few  instances,  two 
and  even  three  years— but  we  could  count  the  latter  on  our  fin- 
gers). We  call  on  them  now,  to  show  their  appreciation  of  the 
long  indulgence,  by  a  prompt  settlement  of  arrears,  and  a  prompt 
renewal. 

We  take  occasion  to  say  here,  that  the  publication  day  will  be, 
as  heretofore,  about  the  25th  of  each  month.  Some  so  love  the  fa- 
vorite that  if  it  is  not  at  hand  by  the  20th  to  25th,  they  begin  to 
write  "to  know  the  reason  why."  Be  patient.  We  address  the 
wrappers  and  mail  The  Journal  to  every  one  of  you,  with  our  own 
hands,  and  none  are  overlooked.  The  May  number  was  late  on 
account  of  the  week's  festivities,  (Drill  and  Dedication,)  which 
everybody,  printers  and  all,  indulged  in,  except  yours  truly  ;  and 
this  number  is  gotten  out  a  few  days  earlier,  so  as  to  give  time  to 
the  publication  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Texas  State  Medical 
Association. 

Vol.  IV.,  No.  i,  July,  1888,  will  make  its  appearance  (D.  V.) 
about  the  25th  of  the  month,  with  its  best  bow,  and  best  wishes  to 
its  numerous  friends. 


Errata. — On  page  506,  fifth  line  from  bottom,  in  Dr.  Fisher's 
article,  for  "genarcology,"  read  "gynecology." 
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^VLeDICAL  J^EWS  AND  yVLlSCELLANY. 

Dr.  Y.  D.  Harrington,  who  left  Terrell,  Texas,  for  Los  Ange- 
les, California,  a  year  or  so  ago,  has  returned  to  Terrell. 

Dr.  C.  K.  Gregg,  son  of  the  venerable  Bishop  Gregg,  of  Texas, 
(Episcopal),  has  returned  from  Mexico,  where  he  has  resided  for 
several  years  and  has  settled  in  McKinney,  Collin  county. 

Dr.  R.  P.  Tye,  whose  removal  we  mentioned  last  month,  has 
moved  again  ;  this  time  to  Clarendon. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Ross,  formerly  of  Brenham,  removed  to  Belton, 
thence  to  Dallas.    He  has  returned  to  his  first  love. 

Dr.  B.  E.  Hadra,  of  Austin,  having  accepted  the  Chair  of 
Surgery  in  the  Texas  Medical  College,  has  removed  to  Galveston. 

We  are  pleased  to  meet  in  Austin,  Dr.  Church,  late  of  Calvert, 
— a  fresh  graduate  of  the  Baltimore  Medical  College. 

Marriages.  Dr.  C.  M.  Rosser,  of  Waxahachie,  was  married 
May  15,  to  Miss  Eva  Belknap,  of  that  city,  and  Dr.  L.  M.  Barnes, 
of  Grandview,  to  Miss  Winburne,  in  Hill  county,  May  19,  also  Dr. 
Walker  to  Miss  Welsh,  in  Paris,  Texas,  May  11. 

Physicians'  Mutual  Benefit  Association  of  Texas. — As  some 
of  the  members  held  back  paying  assessment  No.  6,  waiting  to  see 
what,  if  any,  changes  would  be  made  at  Galveston,  notice  is  here- 
by given  that  the  amounts  stand  as  before,  and  those  who  have 
not  paid,  are  now  called  on  to  do  so. 

Geo.  P.  Rowell,  the  Newspaper  Advertising  Directory  man, 
writes  us  :  "It  is  a  fact  that  less  than  one  paper  in  sixteen  has 
furnished  such  a  straightout  statement  of  actual  issues  as  you  have 
done." 


Is  the  World  Satisfied  \\tth  the  Medical  Profession  ? — Dr. 
L.  W.  Cock,  of  St.  Marcos,  asks  this  question  in  his  paper  in  this 
issue,  and  answers  it  in  the  negative,  pointing  out  the  reasons  why, 
and  discussing  the  same  in  a  style  that  will  cure  the  blues  or  make 
a  sick  man  smile.  It  is  "truth  in  a  nutshell,"  and  is  replete  with 
humor  and  satire.    Read  it  and  enjoy  a  smile. 
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An  excellent  and  valuable  paper,  by  Prof.  Rogers,  of  Memphis, 
intended  for  this  number,  is  necssarily  omitted  on  account  of  the 
index  of  the  volume.  We  regret  it  exceedingly  ;  but  it  will  keep, 
and  our  readers  will  enjoy  it  the  more  for  the  anticipation,  we  hope. 

Jno.  Southgate,  of  Austin,  our  binder,  will  bind  your  journals 
in  good  style  for  Si.oo  per  volume.  This  volume  (Vol.  3)  Daniel's 
Texas  Medical  Juornal,  contains  four  portraits  of  eminent  Texas 
physicians,  living  and  dead,  and  is  worth  preserving.  They  are  as 
follows  :  Dr.  A.  R.  Kilpatrick,  Dr.  T.  D.  Wooten,  Dr.  S.  F.  Star- 
ley  and  Dr.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine.  Vol.  2  contains  portraits  of  Drs.  W.  J. 
Burt,  S.  R.  Burroughs  and  R.  Rutherford, 


^dvertisei^s'  Notices. 


Dr.  Eustace  Smith,,  of  London,  physician  to  the  Children's  Hos- 
pital, and  author  of  ''Wasting  Diseases  of  Infants  and  Children," 
says:  "  Mellin's  Food  is  by  far  the  best  of  any  with  which  I  am 
acquainted.  It  seems  to  agree  equally  well  with  children  whether 
they  are  healthy  or  diseased." 

The  short  but  emphatic  commendation  of  Mellin's  Food  by  Dr. 
Eustace  Smith  is  enough  to  satisfy  any  one,  that  the  preparation 
deserves  a  trial,  at  least. 

Its  nutritive  value  is  beyond  question.  I  gave  it  to  one  babe 
who  had,  after  weaning  at  the  sixth  month,  an  enormous  craving 
for  milk,  which  did  not  "stick  to  its  ribs,"  but  caused  colics  and 
diarrhoea.  By  mixing  Mellin's  Food  with  the  milk,  his  excessive 
appetite  was  easily  gratified,  his  colics  disappeared,  and  no  medi- 
cine was  given.  I  believe  that  the  proprietors  have  succeeded  in 
producing  out  of  wheat  and  barley  ''a  combination  and  a  form  in- 
deed" exactly  suited  to  the  ordinary  powers  of  a  babe's  digestion, 
and  I  base  this  opinion  not  upon  theoretical  assumption,  but  on 
experience  with  my  own  healthy  babe,  as  well  as  with  the  sickly 
ones  I  have  attended.  I  recommend  it  in  practice,  with  confi- 
dence born  of  experience  in  its  use. 

J.  W.  Holland,  M.  D  , 

Ed.  Medical  News. 

We  notice,  with  much  pleasure,  that  the  Memphis  Hospital 
Medical  College,  with  her  excellent  clinical  advantages,  receives 
staunch  support  from  this  State.    The  Annual  Catalogue,  just  re- 
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ceived,  shows  that  forty  of  our  boys  were  there  last  year.  Dr.  "W. 
B.  Rogers  still  occupies  the  Deanship. 

The  indomnitable  Phillips,  of  Atlanta,  the  Southern  Surgical  In- 
strument house,  is  still  on  deck,  having  renewed  his  "ad"  for  an- 
other year.  If  you  want  good  instruments,  at  reasonable  prices, 
and  quick,  order  of  Phillips. 

The  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  of  Indianapolis, 
has  an  announcement  in  this  issue  of  interest  to  preceptors  and 
students,  and  to  the  general  practitioner.  Read  it,  and  address 
Dr.  S.  E.  Earp,  24^  Kentucky  Avenue,  Indianapolis,  for  catalogue. 

The  "Best  Tonic"  is  advertised  in  this  issue.  It  speaks  for  it- 
self. Every  physician  knows  the  value  of  hops  and  malt  extract  ; 
they  are  standard.  The  "Best  Tonic"  is  simply  an  old,  tried  and 
valuable  remedy,  put  in  pleasant  and  attractive  form  for  denpens- 
ing  and  for  use.    Mention  this  Journal. 

The  time  has  rolled  around  for  the  annual  announcement  of 
college  lectures,  and  we  take  great  pleasure  in  citing  our  readers  to 
the  advertisement  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Nashville  and  Vanderbilt  University.  This  old  school  of  medi- 
cine is  too  well  and  favorable  known  throughout  the  South  to  need 
any  puffing.  Send  to  Prof.  W.  L.  Nichol,  the  courteons  Dean,  for 
a  catalogue,  and  examine  well  the  attractive  features  presented,  the 
many  and  superior  facilities  for  the  thorough  instruction  of  stu- 
dents in  all  branches  of  medicine,  and  mention  this  Journal. 

Again  the  Louisville  Medical  College  sets  out  its  attrac- 
tive advertisement  for  the  coming  session.  There  is  no  school  in 
the  South  that  has  made  more  friends  and  held  them,  than  the  L. 
M.  C.  Its  alumni  swear  by  it,  and  some  of  them  think  they  will 
return  to  its  loved  halls  when  they  die;  and  by  the  bye,  those  same 
alumni  constitute  a  large  integral  portion  of  the  best  element  of  the 
Texas  profession.  You  could  not  do  better,  Doctor,  than  to  con- 
sign your  student  to  the  tender  mercies  of  Keley,  Miller  &  Co., 
they  will  make  good  doctors  of  them,  who,  in  after  life,  will  never 
disgrace  you.  Send  to  Dr.  J.  A.  Ireland,  the  Dean,  for  a  catalogue, 
and  mention  this  Journal. 
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